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PREFACE. 


The  rapid  and  progressive  advances  in  the  science  and  art 
of  Gynecology  during  tlie  i)5ist  dozen  years  have  created  an 
almost  constant  necessity  for  the  revision  of  works  on  this  sub- 
ject. For  this  reason,  and  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  gyne- 
cological surgery  and  treatment  as  it  is  pmctised  in  America,  the 
country  of  its  birlh  and  of  its  most  substantial  improvements 
and  progress,  the  present  text-book  has  been  prepared  by  Amer- 
ican authors,  all  of  whom  aie  teachers  of  this  branch  of  surgery 
in  the  leading  medical  schools  and  hospitals.  It  is  thoroughly 
practical  in  its  teachings,  and  is  intended,  as  its  title  implies,  to 
be  a  working  text-book  for  physicians  and  students.  Many  of 
the  most  important  subjects  are  considered  from  an  entirely 
new  standpoint,  and  arc  grouped  together  in  a  manner  some- 
what foreign  to  the  accepted  eiistoni.  Several  new  chapters  have 
been  added,  such  as  Technique  antl  After-treatment,  it  being 
hoped  that  by  this  presentation  of  the  subject  the  student  niigbt 
the  more  readily  \>e  aided  in  an  intelligent  understanding  of 
their  details.  Illustrations  have  been  depended  upon  in  great 
measure  to  demonstrate  and  explain  the  anatomy  of  the  parts 
considered — a  method  of  dealing  with  the  subject  which  has 
relieved  the  text  of  much  irrelevant  and  cumbersome  matter. 

The  work  embodies  as  nearly  as  possible  the  combined  opinions 
of  all  the  authors,  although  it  is  to  lye  understood  that  each  indi- 
vidual author  must  be  fi*ee  from  alwolute  responsibility  for  any 
particular  statement:  especially  is  this  80  for  tlie  reason  that 
the  Editor  has  endeavored  by  adding  to  and  subtracting  from 
the  text  to  render  it  as  uniform  in  its  statements  aa  possible. 


X  PREFACE. 

All  extraneous  matter  and  discussions  have  been  carefully  ex- 
cluded, and  the  attempt  has  been  made  to  allow  nothing  unneces- 
sary to  cumber  the  text,  which  is  brought  fully  up  to  date  at  every 
point. 

The  subject-matter  of  this  work  has  been  enforced  by  illustra- 
tions wherever  opportunity  presented.  A  large  proportion  of  these 
illustrations  are  original,  and  are  mostly  reproduced  from  photo- 
graphs or  from  fresh  specimens.  A  considerable  number  of  wood- 
cuts and  several  half-tone  and  colored  plates  have  been  taken  from 
other  authors,  and  are  credited  to  them  in  the  List  of  Illustrations. 

The  Editor  desires  to  thank  Dr.  Frank  W.  Talley  for  his 
careful  revision  of  the  proof-sheets,  for  his  preparation  of  the 
Index,  and  for  his  valuable  aid  in  other  ways,  and  to  express 
appreciation  of  the  efficient  and  ever-ready  co-operation  of  Mr. 
W.  B.  Saunders. 

J.  M.  BALDY. 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  1, 1893. 
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AN  AMERICAN 

TEXT-BOOK  OF  GYNECOLOGY. 


EXAMINATION  OF  THE  FEMALE  PELVIC  ORGANS. 


In  making  an  examination  for  disease  of  the  female  pelvic 
organs,  the  first  thing  for  a  physician  to  do  is  to  acquire  the  confi- 
dence of  the  patient.  The  next  thing  is  to  possess  an  aclocpmt<' 
knowledge  of  all  known  physiological  and  pathologicjil  conditions 
of  these  organs.  An  untidy  office^  a  dirty  hand,  a  careless  manner, 
and  a  rough  demeanor  are  as  inimical  to  his  success  as  a  lack  of 
knowledge  and  training  in  gynecology.  The  fear  of  the  patient 
that  she  may  become  infected  by  filth,  hurt  by  manipulation,  or 
neglected  through  carelessness  is  often  .sidlicient  to  deter  iier  from 
undergoing  treatment  that  is,  under  the  moat  favorable  circum- 
stances, a  distasteful  and  onerous  undertaking.  He  s<h<)»d<l  remem- 
ber that  the  [)atient  comes  prepared  to  sacritice  all  preconceived 
notions  of  modesty  to  his  dictum,  and  does  it  witli  the  full  belief 
that  he  possesses  the  refinement  of  a  gentleman  and  tin-  ae([uire- 
ment^  of  a  scholar. 

He  must  not  He  impatient  if  she  commences  talking  first  of  other 
parts  of  tlie  l>ody,  avoids  complete  ex{danations  of  i-erlain  symp- 
toms, or  is  a  little  dilatory  in  submitting  to  the  necessary  examina- 
tions. On  the  other  hand,  he  should  never  abate  in  his  deference 
to  a  woman  who,  having  once  submitted  to  gynecological  treatment, 
conducts  herself  toward  him  witii  that  familiarity  and  trustfulness 
which  the  sacretlness  and  dignity  of  his  calling  inspire. 

If  she  chooses  to  talk,  it  is  well  to  li.sten  attentively  to  the  recital 
of  her  ailments  until  satisfied  that  they  are  of  pelvic  origin,  when 
the  physician  may  commence  by  appro|>riate  questions  to  obtain  a 
(tystematic  description  of  her  case.     The  data  should  be  entered  in 
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a  case-book  in  soaiewhat  the  following  order:  Name;  age;  whether 
married  or  not,  and  if  so,  whether  more  than  once ;  the  number  of 
confinements,  with  dates  of  first  and  last,  and  number  and  dates  of 
abortions;  her  occupation  ami  habits,  whether  sedentarj-  or  active; 
age  of  first  menstruation,  and  how  regular  since  then  ;  wlietlier 
menstruation  is  painful  or  not;  when  the  pain  commences  and 
stops,  and  where  it  is  felt  and  what  its  character ;  the  length  of 
time  the  flow  lasts,  whether  profuse  ami  clotted,  or  scanty,  or  pro- 
longed by  recurrence  after  cessation  for  a  few  liours  or  days; 
amount  aud  character  of  discharge  from  vagina  between  tlie  men- 
strual periods ;  the  condition  of  imtrition  as  seen  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  tongue,  conjunctiva,  and  skin,  and  the  state  of  the 
nervous  system. 

Having  obtained  these  facts,  and  otiiers  that  may  be  acquired 
during  the  questioning,  he  will  have  a  foundation  upon  which  to 
construct  an  accurate  diagnosis.  Tlie  patient  may  be  allowed  to 
rehite  her  special  symptoms,  or  he  may  inquire  for  tlte  various 
ones  that  accomj)auy  the  disorders  under  consideration,  or  may  ask 
for  special  symptoms  of  whatever  disease  the  knowledge  already 
acquired  leads  him  to  exjiect. 

He  should  always  differentiate  carefully  between  conditions 
which  are  of  such  gravity  and  long  standing  as  to  call  for  an  exam- 
ination, and  those  which  are  temporary  and  may  be  relieved  by 
general  treatment. 

The  functions  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  bowels,  and  rectum  should 
l>e  inquired  into,  as  well  as  the  effect  of  exercise  or  quiet  upon  her 
symptoms.  A  qualitative  and  quantitative  analysis  of  tlie  urine 
and  an  examination  of  the  heart  should  be  made  in  very  fleshy  or 
anemic  patients,  and  also  in  those  presenting  .symptoms  referable 
to  the  abdomen  and  chest. 


Preparations  for  an  Examination. 

Although  the  examination  in  most  cases  can  be  made  without 
pre])iiratiun  of  the  patient  and  at  the  first  interview,  yet  when  there 
is  any  difficulty  in  arriving  at  an  accurate  diagnosis  it  is  well  to 
have  her  return  upon  another  occasion  j^njperly  prepared.  Such 
preparation  should  consist  in  mild  purgation  upon  the  day  jirevious, 
and  a  soapsuds  enema  on  the  morning  of  the  examination.  The 
diet  on  the  sjune  day  should  be  light,  and  the  bladder  evacuated 
immediately  before  the  visit. 
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venient,  one  works  easily  jiikI  nqtitlly  and  siives  tirae  to  himself  and 
trouble  to  the  patient. 
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Armnceinent  for  Udlce  ExAiulnniluti  and  TKktment. 


A  sheet  should  always  l>e  at  hand  to  throw  over  the  patient  as 
she  Ilea  down. 

Position  of  Patiext. 

For  ordinary  pelvic  examinations  the  patient  should  be  put  on 
her  back,  with  tlie  hifjs  at  the  edge  of  the  chair  or  t;ible,  facing  the 
window,  and  the  feet  supported  in  the  stirrups  on  a  level  with  her 
Iiijw,  far  enough  apart  to  allow  ample  space  between  thoni  for  the 
physician  to  work,  and  far  enough  from  the  patient's  body  for  her 
comfort.  Generally  the  head  and  shoulders  should  be  slightly 
higher  than  the  hips.  In  special  instances  we  may  elevate  the 
shoulders  and  feet  in  order  to  secure  greater  ubilorainal  relaxation. 
This  i*t  called  the  dorsal  position.     It  is  the  best  poeilion  for  the 


II. 


tligital  ;iiid  biniaiiiial  examinations,  and  is  often  employed  tor 
ordinary  treatment  on  iieeount  of  it-s  convenieuce. 

A  digital  examination  may  be  made  in  the  Left  Lateral  or  Shm^ 
position.  The  patient  13  placed  upon  her  left  side  witli  the  hips  at 
the  left-hand  corner  of  the  table,  and  both  knees  drawn  up  as  far 
toward  the  chest  as  possible.  The  left  arm  sliould  be  drawn  hack 
behind  her,  and  the  right  or  upper  knee  drawn  a  little  fartlier  up 
and  over  the  left  until  it  almost  touches  the  table,  in  order  that  the 
patient  may  be  tipped  on  her  left  breast.  Care  mu8t  be  taken  to 
keep  tlie  knees  well  Hexed.  It  is  better  to  have  the  foot  of  the 
table  a  little  higher  than  the  head. 

This  position  has  the  disadvantage  that  the  upper  pelvic  organs 
are  not  as  easily  leaehed  as  in  the  dorsal,  and  that  it  must  be  changed 
to  the  dorsal  position  tor  the  bimanual  examination.  For  inspection 
of  the  vaginal  fornices,  tamponment  of  tlie  vagina,  and  operations 
upon  the  cervix  and  anterior  vaginal  wall,  it  is  in  this  country  and 
England  the  favorite  position. 

The  Juiee-ckest  position  requires  that  the  patient  kneel  near  the 
edge  of  the  table,  and,  with  arms  thrown  back  and  head  turned  to 
one  side,  allow  the  chest  to  sink  dow^n  on  the  table  just  in  front  of 
the  knees.  The  thighs  are  flexed  on  the  abdomen.  The  chest  is 
lower  than  the  pelvis,  and  when  air  is  allowed  to  enter  the  vagina 
the  uterus  sinks  away  from  the  vaginal  entrance.  This  peculiarity 
is  shared  by  the  lateral  position.  For  altering  the  position  of  the 
pelvic  organs  and  for  vaginal  tamponment  this  position  is  useful, 
but  it  is  not  desirable  for  ordinary  examinations. 

The  Trendclenburt/  position  is  obtained  l>y  placing  the  patient 
on  her  back  and  raising  the  lower  end  of  the  table,  thus  elevating 
the  pelvis  and  thighs  and  allowing  the  legs  to  fall  over  the  edge. 
Its  chief  advantage  is  for  operations  upon  the  pelvic  organs  by 
abdominal  section.  The  abdominal  viscera  recede  from  the  pelvis, 
and  leave  the  pelvic  peritoneal  cavity  open  to  inspection  through 
the  abdominal  incision.  It  is  not  often  employed  for  examinations 
per  vaginam.  The  accompanying  cuts  illustrate  this  position  as 
obtained  by  the  use  of  Floriaii  Krug's  frame,  which  can  be  fastened 
to  anv  table. 

The  Upri(/ht  position  gives  information  as  to  the  position  of  the 
pelvic  organs  while  the  patient  is  up  and  about  her  duties,  and  is 
chiefly  useful  in  determining  the  extent  of  dis]>lacement8.  In  this 
position  the  patient  stands  against  some  supporting  object  with  the 
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feet  separateil,  while  the  physician  kneels  cm  one  knee  in  front  of 
lier. 

Methods  of  Examination. 

There  are  tliree  methods  of  examination  :  the  ocular,  the  manual 
or  digital,  and  the  instrumental. 

Ocular  Examination. — If  the  symptoms  point  to  a  disease  of  the 
vulva  or  vagina,  the  patient  is  placed  in  the  dorsal  position,  covered 
witli  a  sheet,  the  skirls  jiushed  up  over  and  beyond  the  knees,  and 
the  sheet  pushed  back  between  the  limbs  over  the  mons  Veneris,  so 
as  to  expose  the  vulva  and  perineum.  The  external  parts  and 
vaginal  entrance  are  then  inspected,  and  the  finger  introduced  as 
far  into  the  vagina  as  necessary. 

Digital  Examination  per  Va</inam. — For  this  examination  the 
best  position  is  the  dorsal.  If  the  symptoms  point  to  intrapelvic 
disease,  it  is  best  not  to  expose  the  patient  at  first,  but  pass  the 
partly-closed  hand  under  tlie  sheet  along  the  inside  of  the  thigh 
until  the  dorsal  surfaces  of  the  fingers  gently  touch  the  perineum 
or  vulva.  The  position  of  the  labia  majora  will  be  immediately 
recognized  and  any  abnormal  condition  detected.  The  dorsal  sur- 
face of  the  index  finger  is  gently  pushed  between  them  until 
arrested  in  the  vaginal  entrance.  The  finger  is  then  extentled, 
and  the  finger-end  glides  over  the  perineum  into  the  vagina. 
Any  peculiarity  of  the  hymen,  obstruction  from  a  vaginal  tumor 
or  prolapsed  organs,  or  gaping  of  the  parts  from  relaxation  i.^i* 
laceration  will  be  forceil  u[>on  the  attention,  either  by  the  difficulty 
or  the  unusual  ease  of  the  mauu^uvre.  Wlien  there  is  much  devia- 
tion from  the  normal,  the  parts  may  be  exposed  to  view  at  once, 
otherwise  the  ocular  inspection  and  external  manipulation  are  better 
left  until  the  internal  examination  has  been  made. 

After  the  finger  has  entered  the  vagina  the  |>o.sterior  wall,  or 
rectum  which  lies  under  it,  will  attract  attention  if  abnormal.  If 
not,  the  finger  is  turned,  palmar  surface  upward,  and  slight  pressure 
against  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  is  made  to  detect  enlargement,  dis- 
placement, or  tenderness  of  the  urethra  anfl  bladder  or  organs  above 
iliem. 

Having  thus  gone  over  the  parts  about  the  vaginal  entrance,  the 
objective  point  should  always  be  the  cervix  uteri.  It  should  be 
found  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  inches  from  the  pubic  arch,  so 
that  wlien  the  fiuger  touches  the  cervix  and  is  raised  up  against  the 
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auU'rior  viiginal  wall,  the  t>iilj|niliic  ligament  will  j)re.SM  against  the 
Hngcr  between  the  second  and  thinl  joints.  The  finger-end  is  swept 
around  the  cervix  to  see  if  the  forniees  are  diseased  or  enerosichet! 
u|)on  by  surrounding  abnormal    tissue.     Very  often    one   lateral 


Fio.  6. 


Normal  Puilttou  of  the  Uterus. 

fornix  is  narrower  than  the  other,  and  by  jires-sing  straight  outward 
laterally  tlie  distance  of  the  pelvic  wall  will  l)e  found  to  be  le.*?  on 
that  side,  and  lateral  dit^placement  detected. 

The  size,  8ha]>e,  and  consistency  of  the  cervix  and  the  jw^sition 
and  shape  of  the  external  os — in  fact,  all  changes  except  in  color — 
are  discovered  in  this  way,  and  the  diagnosis  usually  made  before 
the  speculum  is  used.  The  finger-end  slionld  press  well  up  in 
front,  behind,  and  to  the  sides  of  the  cervix,  in  search  of  an  auth- 
or retroverted  or  flexed  fundus,  adherent  ovary  or  pelvic  exudate. 
By  pres-sing  well  back  and  laterally  we  can  .sometimes  witch  au 
enlarged  or  prolapsed  ovary  against  the  pelvic  walls.  The  right 
hand  should  be  used  for  palpating  the  right  side  of  the  peUis  hi.I 
the  left  hand  for  the  left  side. 

Vaginal  palj^ation  of  the  ureters  is  easily  executed  iu  the  <i 
position,  and  should  always  be   practised.     They  > 
easily  felt  than  might  be  supi)Osetl,  because  they  • 
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tlividing-lJtie  hetween  the  Kott,  <^l;Lstic  i>arametric  cr)iiiie(*tive  tissui:- 
and  the  tinner  peripheral  tatty  cunnective  tissue,  at  the  lateral  and 
front  pjirU*  of  the  pelvis.  The  finger-end,  pressed  very  gently  up- 
ward in  front  of  the  cervix  antl  drawn  toward  the  puhes,  feels,  ahout 
half  an  inch  in  front  of  ilie  cervix,  the  posterior  edge  uv  l>ase  of  the 
trigone  of  the  l>lachler,  antl  then  eoniea  ujion  the  firmer  part  of  the 
anterior  vaginal  wall  under  the  trigone.  By  repenting  this  forward 
and  upward  hooking  motion  of  the  iinger-enil,  getting  a  little  more  to 
one  side  each  time,  the  same  eord-like  edge  of  the  firmer  tis-siie  repre- 
senting the  ureter  can  be  traced  lateral  1\'  and  backward  toward  the 
sacro-iliac  synchondrosis.  During  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy, 
and  in  the  presence  of  disease  of  the  nreteis,  they  are  easily  traceil  as 
large, somewhat  tense  cords,  backward  and  outward  to  the  pelvic  walls. 

Fio.  7. 

.yertebra 
^Sacro-ul  lig 

.Cervijc 
-Pelvic  brim, 
't/r»term 

-J^eokoF  bladder 
-iiymphyfUi 


t'lrertlou  of  the  frctcn. 

Two  fingers  may  be  used  in  the  vaginal  examination  when  it  is 
desirable  to  reach  further  than  [lossible  with  one.  One  finger  is, 
however,  generally  to  be  preferred,  because  the  touch  is  freer  and 
more  delicate  and  the  inconvenience  less  to  the  patient. 

By  hooking  two  fingers  backward  toward  the  coccyx,  and  then 
strongly  outward  toward  the  anus*,  the  anterior  wall  of  the  rectum 
may  be  everted,  and  it.s  condition,  a.s  well  as  that  of  the  anal  rim,  l)e 
revealed  to  the  eye.  The  UTunaHivre  is  somewhat  painful,  and  not 
always  well  tolerated  by  the  patient.  The  finger  and  thumb  of  the 
other  hand  may  with  advantage  push  the  tissues  behind  the  anus 
backward,  so  a.s  to  incretwe  the  anal  distension. 

Diyiial  Exaviinatinn  per  lieclum. — In  virgins  with  sensitive 
hymen  or  small  vaginte,  or  other  patient*  in  whom  the  posterior 
pelvic  wall  cannot  be  reached,  or  in  whom  conditions  in  the  po«- 
ferifjr  half  of  the  pelvis  cannot  be  diagnosed  tlirough  the  vagina, 
rectal  indagation  gives  valuable  information. 
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loeis,  unusual  mobility,  abnormal  sensitiveness,  or  dislocaiion  can 
be  detected. 

As  soon  as,  or  even  before,  the  fino;er  is  rotntotJ,  the  cervix,  or, 
if  there  be  retroflexion,  the  fundus  nK'i-i,  will  iisuully  l>e  detected 
within  easier  reacit  than  per  vaginani.  The  finger  is  then  pressed 
on  under  the  retroflexfd  or  retroverlcd  fundus,  and  readily  detects 
an  ovary  or  tube  in  the  cul-de-sac  of  Doughux  or  nuy  indunitiou  at 
the  uterine  horns.  The  retroverted  fundus  can  be  jiressed  ii|)ward, 
and  any  unusual  resistance  or  bjiuds  of  adlicsions  recugni/A-d. 
Appendages  or  tumors  adherent  to  the  lateral  and  pcisterior  walls 
of  the  pelvis  are  easily  felt.  The  connective-tissue  fibres  running 
from  the  cervix  to  the  pelvic  walls  usually  shut  off  the  upper  part 
of  the  pelvis  from  observation.  In  order  to  reach  these  higher 
parts  the  fuiger-end  is  jmshed  along  against  the  sacrum,  vuitil  it 
passes  through  a  constricted  part  of  the  gut  and  emerges  up  behind 
the  uterus,  and  between  and  over  the  .sacro-uteririe  ligaments.  It 
then  has  access  to  the  lower  abdominal  cavity  and  can  palpate  the 
parts  with  distinctness.  Usually,  however,  the  anus  is  too  sensitive 
or  the  finger  too  short  to  allow  of  a  satisfactory  exploration  nf  this 

Fio.  10. 


Rectal  PnlpaUon  of  the  L'tcnw  <lr»wn  down  by  n  Vnlwllum  Kcirtx-jm. 

kind,  and  two  fingers  with  the  aid  of  anesthesia  will  l)e  required. 
The  half  or  whole  hand  can  be  piussod  into  the  rectum  and  a  com- 
plete intrapelvic  exploration  made.  This,  however,  is  apt  to  injure 
the  sphincter  ani  and  rectum,  and  is  generally  unnecessary,  for  the 
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bimanual  examination  with  two  fingers  in  the  rectum  gives  us  the 
same  intbrmatiou  without  it. 

An  accurate  knowledge  of  anatomy,  and  a  little  practice,  will 
enahlt'  us  to  palpate  and  recognize  the  pyritbrrais  niUisele  and  the 
sacral  plexus  of  nerven  lying  upon  it,  the  small  saero-sciatic  liga- 
ment, the  greater  sciatic  foramen,  the  various  pelvic  arteries,  etc. 

With  the  index  finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  thumb  in  the  vagina 
the  cervix,  or  even  the  retroverted  uterus,  may  be  grasped  and  ita 
size,  mobility,  and  relations  determined. 

Th«  funtlus  uteri  ami  adjacent  tissues  may  be  rendered  more 
accessible  to  the  rectal  finger  by  drawing  the  cervix  to  the  vaginal 
entrance  with  a  vulsellum  forceps. 

Thk  Bimanual  Examination. 

In  order  to  cum]defe  our  information  with  regard  to  the  pelvic 

organs  it  is  necessary  tu  make  use  of  the  bimanual  examination. 

To  do  this  we  first  inform  ourselves  of  the  position  of  the  cervix, 

etc.,  by  ordinary  vaginal  indagation,  after  which  the  other  hand, 

Fio.  11. 


Bimanual  Palpation  of  tbc  UCerax. 


previously  placed  over  the  ]>ubcs,  ])rcsscs  gently,  but  with  incretmiug 
lirmness,  upon  the  abdominal  walls,  sinking  the  finger-tips  a  little 
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deeper  witli  eaeii  inspiration  of  the  patient,  until  the  uterus  is  felt 
to  (lesceuil  upon  the  vagiuul  finger.  Tlius  the  uterus  is  brou{2;ht 
<Iown  until  it«  anterior  autl  hitenil  surfaces  can  be  etisily  ]Kilj)ated 
through  the  anterior  vuijiiuil  wall.  By  a  series  of  gentle  pushes 
from  above  and  below  the  jwsition,  mobility,  size,  and  shape  of  the 
uterus  can  be  ascertained.  Great  gentleness  must  be  observed  not 
to  Imri  the  patient  nor  to  disphice  the  organ  before  its  position  is 
determined.  In  case  the  fundus  is  not  felt,  the  outside  finger  should 
be  pressed  into  the  abd<niiii]al  walls  a  little  higher  up.  When  the 
abdominal  walls  are  lax  or  the  patient  anesthetiz.eii,  they  can  be 
depressed  until  the  sacral  promontory  is  felt.  Then  the  fingers  are 
brought  downward  toward  the  pubes  until  they  are  felt  by  the  vaginal 
finger  to  touch  and  move  the  uterus.  Under  an  anesthetic  the  retro- 
verted  uterus  can  be  picked  up  between  the  Hngers  bimanually  and 
replaced,  or  if  adherent  it«  mobility  tested. 

TJie  uterus  can  be  retroverted  by  hooking  the  cervix  forward  by 
the  vaginal  finger,  and  sinking  the  external  fingers  over  the  pubes 
ind  pressing  toward  the  siicrul  promontory,  and  thus  the  posterior 
surface  brought  within  reach. 

By  pressing  well  down  beside  the  uterus  until  the  fingers  of  both 
hands  touch  with  only  the  abdominal  walls  between,  we  may  palpate 
the  ovaries  and  tubes.  If  the  ovaries  are  not  easily  recognizeil,  the 
fingers  of  the  two  hands  shouKI  be  kept  in  contact  antl  brought 
toward  the  pubes  and  Poupart's  ligament,  alongside  the  anteverted 
Uterus,  from  the  cervix  toward  the  fundus.  The  first  decided  infor- 
mation is  given  by  the  sudden  slii)ping  of  the  ovarian  ligrnnent 
between  the  finger-enels,  like  a  tense  cord  stretched  across  the  field. 
By  repeating  this  manreuvre  a  little  further  to  the  side,  we  come 
against  the  ovary,  which  if  small  may  merely  feel  like  a  fusiform 
enlargement  of  this  cord.  The  ureter  may  give  a  sensation  similar 
ti)  the  i»varian  ligament,  but  it  feels  less  tense  and  is  ejisily  traced  to 
the  side  uf  the  pelvis  by  the  vaginal  finger,  and  thus  ditVerentiated. 
The  round  ligament  feels  like  a  relaxe<l  conl,  and  is  only  felt  indef- 
initely. The  normal  Fallopian  tube  gives  «>idy  a  very  intlefinite 
sensation,  as  of  a  fold  of  membrane.  When  eidarged  ami  ooclu<led 
it  u.sually  curves  backward  over  the  ovary,  and  feels  soniewhat  like 
a  small  fusiform  or  club-shaped  tumor  taj>ering  toward  the  horn  of 
the  uterus.  Extensive  adhesions  usually  cause  a  matting  together 
of  the  appendages  in  a  roundish  or  irregular-shaped  mass,  but  little 
movable  itself,  and  partially  fixing  tlie  uterus. 
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With  one  or  two  fingers  in  the  rectum  the  external  (abdominal) 
and  vaginal  fingerg  may  be  approximated  behind  the  uterus,  and 
the  condition  of  tlie  ptKsterior  aivd  ujijier  ftarts  of  the  pelvic  cavity 
quite  aceurately  aj^certaineti. 

Fig.  1- 


Bluimmiil  Reclol  r*alp«tlon  fif  ihe  Pelvis. 

With  a  finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  thumb  in  the  vagina  grasp- 
ing tlie  cervix,  while  tlie  fingers  and  thumb  of  the  other  hand  grasp 
the  fundus  through  the  abdominal  walls,  the  consistency,  flexibility, 
size,  mobility,  and  relations  of  the  uterus  can  be  ajjjireciated  with 
a  surprising  degree  of  ease.  The  displace*!  uterus  can  be  gras|)ed 
anil  reftlaeed  in  this  way. 

In  order  to  become  an  expert  diagnostician  the  gynecologist 
should  accustom  himself  to  use  either  hand  in  the  vagina  or  over 
the  abdomen,  that  he  may  be  able  tf)  reiicli  both  sittes  of  the  pelvis. 

The  bimanual  examination  of  the  uterus  is  of  the  utmost  imjwrt- 
anee  in  the  diagnosis  of  pelvic  tumors.  Ovarian  tumors  of  mode- 
rate size  are  often  entirely  overlooked  when  they  lie  over  and  behind 
the  uterus,  l>ecause  they  are  not  within  reach  of  the  vaginal  finger. 
When,  liowever,  the  abdominal  walls  are  pressed  down  into  the 
pelvis,  not  only  is  the  tumor  discovered,  but  its  size,  consistency, 
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mobility,  and  the  length  of  its  pedicle  are  often  recogniziible.  Tu- 
mors of  the  uterus  can  be  mapped  out  in  this  way  and  their  .sizi- 
and  relations  to  the  organ  determined. 

Digital  and  Bimanual  Examinnfwn  in  the  Lateral  Position. — 
Sirailiir  examinations  may  be  made  in  the  left  lateral  position  with 

Fiu.  13. 


BImaniul  Recto-vaginal  Palpation  of  the  Dtenu. 

the  left  hand  in  the  vagina  or  rectum  and  the  light  hand  over  the 
sihdonien,  but  hardly  as  satisfactorily  as  in  the  dorsal  po-fition. 
However,  it  gives  one  a  l;etter  eomijrehenslon  of  the  mobility  and 
relationship  of  the  organs  to  examine  in  both  positions  and  compare 
ruHults. 

Anestiiksia. 

In  many  cases,  even  after  a  thorough  evacuation  of  the  bowels, 
the  tensi(m  of  the  abdominal  walls,  the  sensitiveness  of  the  organs, 
or  the  complications  in  the  jjathological  con«litions  render  a  satLs- 
t'actory  examination  impossible.  In  such  caaes  the  administration 
of  an  anesthetic  not  only  renders  all  of  the  methods  described 
available,  but  the  relaxation  of  the  tissues  enables  us  to  employ 
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them  without  force  and  without  tear  of  cuusinj;  that  fecliiitr  of  sore- 
nes8  and  disoomfort  that  sometimes  follows  a  thorough  exainiua- 
dou  without  the  anesthesia.  When  there  is  the  slighlost  duubt  as 
to  the  jHithoiogical  condition,  the  patient  shoukl  always  be  anes- 
thetized for  the  examination. 

Examination  ov  the  Vaginal  Entrance. 

An  ocuhir  examination  of  the  vaginal  entrance  will  reveal  the 
condition  of  the  su[)erficieK,  but  will  be  incomplete  unless  uided  bv 
the  edueated  touch.  If  a  laceration  is  mostly  externitl,  it.-*  extent 
is  much  better  appreciated  if  tlie  finger  be  introduced  into  the  anus 
and  the  thickneys  of  the  perineal  body  palpated  between  the  finger 
and  thumb.  Tlie  .scar-tissue  may  l>e  blanched  and  made  plainly 
vi.sible  by  pulling  out  the  tissues  with  the  finger  in  the  anus,  so 
as  to  stretch  the  j)eritieal  body.  If  the  fourchette  lie  intact,  the 
extent  of  internal  deficiency  due  to  laceration  may  be  measured  In' 
pressing  the  Hnger  down  along  the  pubic  rami  within  the  vulvo- 
vaginal entrance.  Xornially,  the  levator  viigime  stretches  around 
the  vaginal  entrance,  so  as  to  prevent  palpation  of  the  pubic  raniusii 
except  by  quite  firm  pressure.  When  the  fibres  of  this  muscle  are 
torn,  the  anterior  sulci  beside  the  uretlira  are  widened  and  tlie  bony 
surfaces  easily  felt.  The  vaginal  entrance,  instead  of  being  ovoid 
or  roundish,  is  boundetl  posteriorly  by  the  V-shaped  edge  of  the 
levator  ani,  with  the  rectum  i>assing  over  it  tilling  the  angle  and 
leaving  a  sulcus  on  either  .side.  When  the  transversns  perinei  is 
lorn,  the  finger  readily  traces  the  Itony  surfiices  of  the  pubic  rami 
down  to  a  level  with  the  anus  on  the  side  of  the  tear.  When  the 
sphincter  is  torn,  the  anterior  edge  of  the  anus  is  thin  and  cicatricial, 
and  the  dark -red  edges  of  the  rectal  mucous  nu^mbraue  are  visible, 
often  giving  an  ulcerated  appearance  to  the  novice. 

Instrumental  Examin.^tion. 

The  Uterine  Sound. — Various  forms  of  uterine  sounds  have  been 
densed.  The  mo.st  serviceable  ones  are  Simpson's  and  Sims'. 
They  are  about  'M)  cin.  long,  and  from  2  to  :i  mm.  in  diameter, 
with  a  slisihtlv  enlarjjed  bulbous  end.  The  end  toward  the  iiandle 
is  somewhat  tliicker.  Simpson's  sound,  formerly  stiff,  is  now  made 
of  a  somewhat  flexible  metid,  and  has  a  mark  indicating  the  normal 
length  of  the  uterine  cavity  (2i  inches,  or  7  cm.) ;  Sims'  sound  is 
a  trifle  lighter  and   much   more  flexible  than   Sim|)hon's.     They 
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should  be  made  entirely  of  metal.  Jenks'  spiral  sound  and  Thomas's 
whalebone  or  hard-rubber  probe  are  useful  forms,  beciiuse  they 
adapt  themselves  to  the  curve  of  the  uterine  canal.  On  account 
of  their  elasticity  they  do  not  rettiin  its  curve.  Uterine  probes 
resemble  tlie  sound  in  shape,  but  are  more  delicate,  and  are  useful 
in  exploring  a  distorted  uterine  cavity. 

Fio.  14. 


Simpsoii .-  rif-rint'  Honnd. 

Fro.  15. 


Sima'  Uterine  Sonnd. 
FlQ.  16. 


Jenks'  rtcrinc  .sound. 
Flo.  17. 


^vummilB^ 


'I li4.iiui.>-'.  llard-ruUber  Prolie. 


To  Introduce  the  Sound,  the  cervix  should  be  located  with  the 
index  finger,  and  the  sound,  t>ent  about  seven  centimetres  from  its 
point  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees,  introduced  along  the 
palmar  surface  until  the  bulbous  end  panse-s  into  the  cervical  cjinal. 
By  depressing  the  handle  and,  if  necessary,  drawing  the  cervix 
siigiitly  forward  eitlier  with  the  finger,  the  sound,  or  a  tenaculum, 
the  instrument  easily  pa.sses  to  the  fundus.  No  force  must  be  used, 
but  the  curve  of  the  sound  changed  again  and  again,  if  necessary, 
until  it  passes  easily.  By  giving  it  a  sharper  curve  with  a  coun- 
^r-curve  near  the  handle  we  often  succeed  better  in  making  it  pass 
more  acute  flexure. 

The  digital  or  bimanual  examination  will  often  enable  ua  to 
determine  what  the  angle  or  curvature  of  the  sound  must  be.  A 
narrowness  of  the  internal  os,  due  to  uterine  iiexion  or  spasmodic 
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contraction,  sometimes  iuterferes  with  the  passage  of  the  souud  and 
may  render  it  painful.  In  such  cases  much  force  should  not  be 
UHed,  but  the  attempt  pastponed  until  an  examination  by  the 
sjrticulum  is  made. 

Fio.  18. 


Carres  of  the  Uterine  SoupcI  to  Factltt&te  Introduction. 

The  Uses  of  the  t-ound  consist  in  ascertaining  the  patency  of  the 
uterine  canal,  its  direction,  length,  size,  and  sensitiveness.  In  con- 
nection with  the  abdominal  pal]>ation  we  can  also  determine  in  what 
'  part  of  the  uterus  the  enlargement  or  tumor  is  located.  The  mobility 
of  the  uterus  and  its  connection  with  the  pelvic  organs,  or  its  inde- 
pendence of  them,  can  thus  be  more  accurately  determined  than  by 
the  ordinary  bimanual  examination  alone. 

The  Dangers  in  the  use  of  the  sound  are  the  introduction  of 
septic  matter  into  the  uterus,  the  lighting  up  of  an  okl  endometritis 
or  pelvic  intiammation,  and  the  perforation  of  tlie  uterine  walls. 

It  is  better,  when  practicable,  to  use  the  sound  through  the  specu- 
lum after  the  vaginal  foruices  and  cervix  have  been  wiped  out  dry 
with  absorbent  cotton,  and  then  swabbed  out  with  a  6  per  cent. 
solution  of  carbolic  acid.  When,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  use 
the  sound  witliout  the  speculum,  the  vagina  should  be  thoroughly 
douched  out  with  a  1 :  200()  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury.  The 
sound  should  be  kept  scrupulously  clean,  and  be  dipped  in  a  5  per 
cent,  carbolic  solution  the  last  thing  before  its  introduction.  The 
spiral  sound  should  be  boiled  after  use  in  every  septic  case,  and 
only  used  when  the  other  sound  does  not  give  the  information 
sought 

The  softened  uterine  body  has  been  perforated  many  times  by 
the  sound  without  serious  results.  In  such  cases  the  instrument 
passets  almost  its  entire  length,  and  can  be  felt  bimauually  through 
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the  abdominal  walls.  Tiie  only  daugcr  consists  iu  carrying  sepsis 
into  the  peritoneal  Ciivity — not  a  very  eeriouB  one  if  the  proper 
antiseptic  precautiouH  have  l)een  taken. 

It  has  occasionally  happened  that  the  soun<l  has  passed  into  a 
Fallopian  tube.  This  is  ef<pecial]y  liable  to  oeenr  in  a  uterm  bicor- 
nis,  and  docs  no  harm  unless  tbrce  is  used  or  sepsis  introduced. 
It  is  best  never  to  use  a  sound  where  it  is  possible  to  gain  the 
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SliuR'  Uterinu  Elevator. 


desired  information  by  other  means.  In  all  but  exceptional  cases 
this  may  be  easily  accomplished,  and  consequently  the  use  of  the 
sound  haa  in  great  part  been  dispensed  with. 

The  Uterine  Elevator. 

Another  important,  although  at  the  ]>resent  day  infrequent,  use 
of  the  sound  is  as  a  uterine  elevator  to  replace  the  retroverted  uterus. 
It  has  been  variously  modified,  so  that  the  angle  can  be  changed 

Fig.  20. 


.^^^ 


Elliott's  Ulorlne  Elevator. 


by  a  screw  or  appliance  on  the  external  end.     Such  modifications 
are,  however,  objectionable,  in  that  it  is  impossible  to  iletermiue 


Fio.  21. 


Emmei'i  Uterine  Elevator. 


just  how  much  force  is  being  used,  and  whether  or  not  the  endo- 
metrium and  uterine  walls  are  being  injured.     By  giving  the  uter- 
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ine  sound  a  proper  curve  and  sweeping  the  outer  end  around  a 
circle,  the  fundus  can  be  elevated  and  the  amount  of  resistance  used 
easily  gauged,  and  the  use  of  much  force  avoided. 

Fia.  22. 


Beplaoement  of  tbe  Utenu  with  the  Sound.   Upward  cunre  of  the  handle  without  altering  the  position 

of  the  utenu.    First  motion. 


Fio.  23. 


Replacement  of  the  Utenu  with  the  Sound.    Depression  of  the  handle  so  as  to  tip  the  ftindus  upward  and 

forward.    Second  motion. 
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diagnosis,  but  when  an  ocular  inspection,  local  treatment,  or  plastic 
operation  becomes  necessary,  a  speculum  must  be  used. 

The  simplest  and  most  nearly  allied  to  a  perfect  exposure  of  the 
parts  is  obtained  by  the  use  of  a  perineal  retractor,  in  the  lateral  or 

Fia.  26. 


Sims'  Retractor. 


Sims'  position.     When  the  patient  is  sufficiently  turned  on  the  breast 
and  the  perineum  drawn  back,  the  uterus  and  anterior  vaginal  wall 


Fio.  27. 


BliM' Speoalom. 


sink  away  from  the  outlet  and  leave  all  the  interior  of  the  vagina 
exposed  to  view  except  the  part  covered  by  the  instrument.  If  the 
patient  be  tightly  laced  or  nut  sufficiently  turned  on  the  chest,  the 


Fio.  28. 


Slmi'  Double  Eud  Deprmaor. 

anterior  vaginal  wall  will  not  be  drawn  far  enough  up  behind  the 
pubes.  ^V'e  may  then  have  to  use  a  depressor  to  push  it  out  of  the 
way.  If  we  wish  to  get  a  closer  view  of  the  cervix,  we  can  draw 
it  nearer  to  the  pubes  by  means  of  u  tenaculum.  This  is  also 
useful  in  steadying  the  cervix  for  the  introduction  of  the  sound. 
The  uterine  dressing  forceps,  of  which  a  great  variety  liave  been 
devised,  are  invaluable  in  enabling  us  to  wipe  out  the  cervical  mucus 
and  disinfecting  the  vaginal  fornices  before  using  the  sound.     When 
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The  end  of  the  blade  is  passed  well  back  toward  tlie  hollow  of  the 
sacrum,  and  the  perineum  drawn  away  from  the  urethra  80  as  to 
open  up  the  vagina.  An  assistant  then  grasps  the  shaft  of  the 
retractor  in  his  right  hand,  the  thumb  resting  against  the  under 
surface  of  the  outer  blade,  and  with  the  left  hand  holds  the  nates 
up  tu  the  edge  of  the  speculum.  The  left  forearm  of  the  assistant 
should  rest  upon  the  patient's  hip,  while  the  right  elbow  and  fore- 
arm rest  against  his  own  body.  This  ensures  against  unsteady 
ti-action  and  early  tiring  on  the  part  of  the  assistant. 

The  objection  to  the  use  of  Sims'  speculum  in  ordinary  office 
practice  is  the  necessity  of  having  an  assistant.  Many  ingenious 
modifications  and  appliances  have  been  devised  to  retain  the  re- 
tractor, but  as  these  require  the  use  of  a  belt  or  shoulder-strap,  their 
application  is  time-consuming  and  troublesome. 

On  account  of  these  objections  the  Sims'  speculum  has  not  been 
able  to  displace  the  self-retaining  bladed  specula  that  are  used  in 
the  dorsal  position.     For  inspection  of  the  cervix  and  the  ordiuaty 

Fio.  m». 


Nott'i  Trivalve  eiwculam. 


Ili 


local  treatment  at  the  oflice  the  bivalve  and  trivalve  instruments 
answer  quite  well.  Through  them  the  mucus  c-an  be  wiped  out, 
tin-  forniees  disinfected,  the  sound  passed,  the  cervix  dilated,  intra- 
uterine applications  made,  and  tamj>ons  placed. 

Two  or  three  sizes  or  varieties  are  requisite  to  enable  one  \a  fit 
all  cases.  Among  the  best  are  Talley's.  Higbee's  (three  sizes), 
GoodeH's,  Brewer's,  and  Taylor's  bivalve  specula.  Notts  and 
Nelson's  are  good  trivalve  in.struments. 

The  cylindrical  speculum,  formerly  so  j>opuIar,  is  now  seldom 
UBed  in  this  country,  as  the  exposure  is  too  limited  and  the  space 
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lithio  it  too  cramped.     Fergusson's  is  the  oue  usually  found  in  the 
atof«e. 

The  right  index  finger  first  ascertains  the  position  of  the  cervix, 

Fio.  40. 


Nelson't  TriTklve  Speculum. 


and  is  then  held  just  within  the  vaginal  entrance,  while  the  thumb 
holds  the  right  labium  aside.  The  flpecnlum  is  passed  between 
the  thumb  and  finger,  with  its  upper  blade  hud  diagonally  on  the 


Fio.41. 


rRUAX    4  Co 


Fentuaoa's  Speculum. 

right  finger,  until  it  passes  inta  the  vagina,  ils  the  speculum 
touches  the  vulva,  the  left  middle  finger  should  push  the  right 
labium  well  outward  to  prevent  hairs  or  folds  of  the  labia  being 
dragged  into  the  vagina.  If  such  has  happened,  a  very  slight 
separation  of  the  bhidt-s  of  the  speculum  releases  the  parts.  The 
instrument  is  then  turned  so  that  tht^  lower  lunger  blade  lies  fiat 
against  the  perineum  and  is  passed  on  uiuhM"  the  cervix.  As  the 
blades  are  separated,  the  upper  one  comei<  up  just  in  front  of  the 
cervix  and  exposes  it.  With  proper  mnnipulation  neither  the 
sound  nor  tenaculum  is  ordinarily  neeiled  to  bring  the  cervix  within 
the  field.  When  the  cervix  is  well  back  and  the  vagina  narrow, 
a  long  speculum,  such  sis  Taylor's,  should  be  used  ;  when  the  vngiiia 
is  capacious,  a  large,  short  one,  well  exjmnded,  .serves  better;  such 
as  Talley's,  a  large  Higbee,  or   Brewer's.     A  nieilium-sized  Higbee 
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answers  for  the  majority  of  cases.  In  virgins  a  small  Higbee  sel- 
dom fails  to  give  Sittisfactioii.  The  bivalve  speculum  should  not  be 
tightly  closed  when  removed,  for  fear  of  pinching  the  labia  or  catch- 
ing the  hairs.     For  diseased  conditions  of  the  vaginal   fornices  a 


Fig.  42. 


Hlgbcc'a  Speculum  Introduced. 

Nelson  or  Nott  speculum  often  answers  better,  although  not  so  well 
as  the  Sims'  in  the  lateral  position. 

The  Bound  can  ordinarily  be  passed  into  the  nterns  through 
the  speculum  without  trouble,  although  in  cases  of  anteflexion 
with  a  small  cervix  and  vagina,  the  cervix  will  sometimes  have 
to  be  hooked  forward  with  a  tenaculum.  The  greatest  difiiculty 
to  the  beginner  consists  in  passing  tlie  sound  in  a  case  of  anteflex- 
ion with  retroversion. 

Fio.  4S. 


nuMf«  of  the  Uteii]i«  i^ound,  Id  Cue  of  IWtrovenian  and  Anlcflexlun. 

This  is,  however,  easily  done  by  pressing  the  well-curved  sound 
first  toward  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  until  arrested  at  the  bend 
of  the  uterus,  and  then  causing  the  handle  to  describe  a  semicircle, 


ExptHrtircur  IhdVrvix  ilir.mgli  >iiii>  ^  .-|Kiiiliim. 


Fi.i,  -J. 


^Iniiii)'*  rixHIun  KhowltiR  iiM-  oT  ICvlratHnn. 
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when  the  probe  end  will  point  upward  ;  it  will  then  readily  pa*8  to 
the  fundus.  It  often  seems  to  the  beginner  as  if  the  sound  had 
passed  through  a  spiral  or  corkKcrew  canal.  The  same  mnnceu- 
vres,  reversed,  may  be  employed  for  sounding  a  tsharply-retrotlexed 
uterus. 

In  introducing  tampons  the  cervix  should  be  pushed  in  the 
direction  it  is  to  be  held,  and  the  tampons  placed  against  or  around 
it  and  held  there  by  the  forceps,  until  the  speculum  is  partly  with- 
drawn. When  more  tampons  are  needed  they  may  be  introduced 
and  held  until  the  speculum  is  withdrawn  over  them  also.  In  ordi- 
nary treatment  it  is  best  not  to  use  too  many  large  tampons,  since 
they  over-distend  the  vagina  and  weaken  its  walls. 

Examination  in  the  dorsal  po.sition  with  vaginal  retractors 
(Simon's  method)  is  one  uf  the  most  satisfactory  methods,  but 
usually  requires  the  use  of  an  anesthetic  to  display  its  advantages. 

A  broad  perineal  retractor  holds  back  the  perineum,  and  nar- 
row ones  keep  the  bladder  or  lateral  vaginal  walU  out  of  the  way. 
The  cervix  can  usually  be  drawn  down  to  the  vulva  by  tenaculum 
forceps.  Simon's  retractors  are  seldom  used  in  this  country  on 
account  of  their  cumbersomeness.  Lighter  niodificsitious  are  more 
often  employed. 

Fro.  44. 


$iiuutr«  RtflracUin ;  tUsmovnblu  Asopllc  llaiidlvk  nud  Joints. 


The  speculum  and  perineal  retractor  are  not,  strictly  speiiking, 
in-struinents  of  diagn«>sis,  fur  they  reveiil  nothing  th;it  the  fiiig<T 
cauuot  diagnose,  except  the  color  of  die  cervix  and  the  churacter 
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of  the  secretions  isauing  from  its  canal.  Sims'  speculum  is  best 
adapted  for  local  treatment  and  for  minor  operations  ;  the  bladed 
speculum  for  local  treatment;  the  Simon  retractors  for  minor  and 
major  operations. 


Fia.  45. 


JacJuon's  Perineal  Beinctor. 


jyilataiion  of  the  Genital  Tract  for  Exammaiion. — It  often  hap- 
pens that  a  satisfactory  examinatiou  is  impossible  on  account  of  the 


Pio.46. 


tEmnHq 


i-ljljij  J  Laili-ruL  \  Jii^iiuil  liclru'jl 


narrowness  of  some  portion  of  the  genital  tract.  In  virgins  the 
hymen  may  not  admit  the  fingers  without  great  pain,  iiiul  it  may 
be  necessarv  to  make  the  first  examination  under  anesthesia.  In 
some  cases  we  can  succee<l  without  an  anesthetic  by  dilating  the 
part-s  slightly  and  progressively  at  the  first  few  sittings.  We  can 
sometimes  introduce  only  the  little  finger  (well  lubricated)  the  first 
time.  In  two  or  three  days  the  in<lex  finger  may  gain  entrance,  and 
the  next  time  the  smallest  Higbee  s])eculum.  When  we  succeed 
in  getting  in  the  sj)eculum,  it  should  be  allowed  to  remuin  a  few  mo- 
ment-s,  then  slightly  expanded,  and  a  small  glycerin  t<impun  pti!?bed 
tlirniigh  it  into  the  vagina  and  left  for  tweiity-fbur  houri^.  The  next 
time  a  larger  tamjjun  should  be  left.  After  this  the  cervix  may  l)e 
exposed,  and  all  difficulty  will  soon  disappear.  Similar  manoeuvres 
may  be  made  with  the  smallest-sized  Sims'  speculum.  A  vir- 
gin .should,  however,  but  rarely  be  examined.  Should  it  become 
neces.sary,  a  rectal  examination  will  usually  answer  all  j)urix)se8; 
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but  ii'  this  is  found  not  to  l^e  satist'aetory,  the  patient  should  be 
first  anesthetized. 

Very  often  a  conical,  flexed,  or  imperfectly  developed  cervix  will 
prevent  examination  and  treatment  of  the  uterine  cavity.  In  such 
cases  the  cervix  should  be  drawn  forward  by  a  strong  huok  or  vul- 
sellum  forceps,  and  sorae  form  of  a  tent  or  a  dilator  of  small  size 
gently  forced  into  its  canal.  In  some  cases  nothing  can  be  made 
to  enter  without  causing  too  much  pain,  except  a  slippery-elm  tent 
but  little  larger  than  a  crocheting  needle,  whittled  out  of  a  fresh 
piece  of  alippery-elm  bark,  njoistened  in  a  5  per  cent,  aqueous  car- 

Fio.  47. 


KUn  Tent,  whittled  from  rreih  alippery-elm  b4rk. 


bolic-acid  solution,  and  slightly  crushed  in  the  jaws  of  the  dressing 
forceps  to  render  it  flexible.  After  two  or  three  such  treatments 
larger  ones  can  be  pas.sed,  and  finally  a  small  Hank's  dilator  or  a 
delicate  block-tin  sound  bent  at  a  proper  angle.     We  will  then  be 


Fhj.  48. 


Kim  Tent,  after  being  motitcnc4  and  bent,  ready  for  Introduotton. 

able  to  explore  the  cavity  with  a  small  dull  curette  for  softened 
mucfms  membrane,  debris  of  malignant  growths,  etc.  Schultze  has 
recommended  the  introduction  of  a  piece  of  sterilized  lint  or  gauze 
into  the  vagina,  and  its  removal  in  a  few  hours  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  secretions  adherent  to  it. 

When  a  more  extensive  dilatation  is  required,  the  vagina  and 
uterus  may  be  thoroughly  swabbed  out  with  a  6  per  cent,  solution 
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of  carbolic  acid  or  a  1 :  20(K>  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  and 
a  long  narrow  strip  of  iodoform  gauze  pusbed  into  the  uterus  until 
it  fills  the  entire  cavity  and  projects  from  the  cervix,  partly  filling 
the  vagina.     This  may  be  left  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  replaced 


Fio.  49. 


Hank'i  Dterlne' Dilator. 


by  a  larger  packing  each  day  until  the  uterus  becomes  sufficiently 
dilated  to  admit  the  finger  for  palpation.     These  packings  shouhl 

be  introduced  at  the  patient'.^  house  or  at  a  hospital,  and  the  parts 
thoroughly  disinfected  before  each  packing.  The  packing  should  be 
examined  each  time  for  any  abnormal  secretion  that  may  be  found 
upon  the  uterine  end.  Unless  the  most  perfect  antiseptic  precau- 
tions are  assured,  the  packings  should  not  be  rejieated  many  times, 
for  the  mucous  membrane  becomes  denuded  of  its  epithelium  and 
exceeilingly  su.sceptible  to  septic  inflammation.  Vulliet  was  the  first 
to  systematically  employ  intra-uterine  packing  of  this  kind  for  the 
purpose  of  dilating  and  exploring  the  uterus. 

Rapid  DUaiatmn  of  ike  Uferus  for  diagno.stic  purposes  is  usually 
made  under  anesthesia,  for  which  either  the  Sims'  or  Simon  method 
of  exposing  the  cervix  may  be  employed.  The  cervix  is  drawn  for- 
ward and  steadied  by  a  strong  hook  or  vulBellum  forcei)8.     Conical 

Fio.  50. 


Notfs  Wlator. 


dilators  of  constantly  increasing  sizes  may  then  be  forced  into  tlie 
uterus  until  a  large  curette  or  a  finger  can  be  used  to  explore  the 
cavity.     It  usually  requires  an   hour  or  so  to  dilate  wide  enough 
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for  the  iritroiluction  of  the  index  finger.  In  this  couuiry  the 
bladed  dihitors  are  usually  preferred.  It  is  preferable  to  use  two 
or  three  sizes  of  these,  fii-st  introducing  a  Nott's  or  Eilinger's,  closed, 
and  expanding  the  blades  until  the  canal  is  large  enough  to  aflniit 

Fio.  51. 


Uoodell'a  Dilator. 

a  larger  instrument,  such  a.s  Goodell's,  which  in  turn  is  expanded. 
The  dilators  should  he  turned  from  time  to  time  so  a.s  to  stretch 
the  cervix  autero-pasteriorly,  as  well  as  laterally,  and  thus  .secure 
a  greater  and  more  general  relaxation  The  blades  of  Ellinger's 
and  Goodell's  inslruments  remain  parallel  during  expansion. 
It  is  sometimes  almost  impossible  to  dilate  the  nulli[wrous  cervix 

Fiu.  -V2, 


Hpongv  Ti'iiU. 


at  a  tiingle  sitting  wide  enough  t«  a<lmit  the  finger  to  the  funduM  with- 
out lacerating  the  cervix.  Hence  in  some  cas»x  only  a  moderate 
dilatation  is  attempted,  and  this  is  followed  up  by  Vulliet's  method 
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of  tamponment.  After  abortions,  or  when  the  uterus  is  enhirged  by 
growths  or  relaxed  by  iufltuniucitory  action,  wide  dilatation  is  often 
quite  easily  and  rapidly  acctnnjilished. 

In  other  eases  in  whicli  it  is  considered  necessary  to  introduce 
the  finger,  the  cervix  is  split  ou  either  side  as  high  as  the  vaginal 
junction  with  scissors,  and  the  incision  deepened  wilhiu  by  a  probe- 
pointed  bistoury  or  hysterotome.  The  ineisious  are  sewed  uj) 
immediately  after  the  examination.  This  obviates  the  bruising  of 
the  cervix,  yet  the  interjial  os  and  lower  uterine  segment  may  be 
so  small  that  even  this  method  fails  to  help  us  much.  It  is  indeed 
seldom  made  use  of  for  diagnostic  purposes. 

Qradun/  Dilatation  by  means  of  sponge  tents,  tupelo  tents,  1am- 
iuaria  tents,  cornstalk  tents,  etc.  was  a  once  popular  method  that 


Fio.  53. 
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Tupelu  Tciiu. 

has  now  fallen  into  disuse,  except  in   isolated  cases  in  which  the 
other  means  cannot  be  conveniently  employed. 

Sponge  tents  expand  quite  rapidly,  but  thev  abrade  the  raucous 
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membrane  and  sink  into  the  cervical  tblds,  so  that  portions  of 
them  are  apt  to  be  left  after  removal.  TIjib,  together  with  the 
fact  that  two  or  three  must  be  successively  used  to  obtain  suflB- 
cient  dilatation,  exposes  the  patient  to  great  danger  from  sepsis. 
The  mortality  attending  their  use  is  great;  the  danger  increases 
with  each  teat  used.  A  1  :  2000  bichloride  vaginal  douche  should 
always  precede  their  introduction  and  follow  their  withdrawal. 
They  are  best  introiluced  in  the  lateral  position  by  the  aid  of  a 
5?in)s'  speculum,  and  .should  each  he  left  in  situ  four  or  five  hours. 
Tupelo  tents  are  tinner  and  expand  more  slowly  and  efficiently. 
They  slip  out  easily,  and  must  be  ke])t  in  place  by  a  vaginal  tampon. 
The  same  accidents  are  liable  to  happen  as  in  using  sponge  tents, 
and  the  same  precautions  must  be  tuken. 


FlO.  64. 


LAmlnkrU  TenU. 


8ea-tangle  or  laminaria  tents  often  expand  unequally,  with  a  con- 
stricteil  zone  corresponding  to  the  internal  os,  which  renders  their 
removal  difficult. 


Fin.  ^\ 


lamlnariA  Teiitu  dilated  lo  the  Uteru*.  abowliiK  coiutrictlon  by  tbc  Interna]  oa. 


Dilataiion  of  the  Urethra  for  digital  examination  and  exploration 
of  tl»e  bladder  was  recommended  by  Simon,  and  has  been  made  use 
of  frequently.  The  danger  of  incontinence  of  urine  has.  however, 
deterred  many  from  attempting  it,  and  unless  an  hour  or  more  is 
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takeu  for  the  procedure  this  accident  is  very  liable  to  follow. 
Urethral  sounds  or  dilators  of  graded  sizes  should  be  slowly  und 
Buccessively  introduced  until  the  little  finger  can  enter  the  bladder. 

Fio.  56. 
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Palptttlon  of  the  Interior  of  the  Bludiler.      HOr,  a  a  ii,  base  o[  bladder :  A  b,  innuthK  iif  urulvr^     Ti  1^ 
intenireterjc  lignmcnt;  hBlV,  posterior  ^vall  of  bladder. 

The  anterior  uterine  wall,  ureteral  months,  and  inner  Kurtaee  of 
the  bladder  can  be  explored.  In  many  cases  the  ureters  can  be 
catheterized.     In  coujuuction  with  one  hand  over  the  alxioinen  tux 
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wire  Curette. 


accurate  bimanual  examination  of  the  anterior  half  of  the  pelvic 
ciivjty  can  be  made. 

The  Dull  Curette  is  a  usefnl  instrnment  in  scrapins;  out  retaine<l 
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EsplorHtury  (burette. 


•secundines  after  abortion,  or  portions  of  intra-uterine  raaliitnant  or 
adenomatous  growths  for  macroscopical  and  microscopical  exaniina- 
tioa.     The  sharp  curette  is,  however,  a  much  safer  aud  efficient 
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instrument  for  this  purpose.  They  cau  be  used  afler  moderate 
dilatation  with  conical  or  bladed  dilators.  The  small  exploratory 
curette  may  be  used  for  the  same  purpose,  with  the  added  advan- 
tage during  its  use  of  not  being  forced  to  dilate  the  cervical  canal. 
The  Exploratory  Needle  or  Syringe  is  a  valuable  aid  in  the 
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Exploratory  Needle  and  eyrlnjte. 

diagnosis  of  pelvic  abscesses  or  cystic  tumors,  when  such  aid  is 
needed,  which  is  of  rare  occurrence.  It  consists  of  a  hollow  needle 
or  small  trocar  that  can  be  attached  to  a  syringe.  After  an  anti- 
septic vaginal  douche  the  patient  is  put  upon  the  back,  and  the 
sterilized  needle  pushed  into  the  tumor  at  a  point  in  the  disin- 
fected vagina  where  no  pulsating  vessel  can  be  felt.  If  the  needle 
be  a  fine  one,  there  will  be  little  danger  even  if  the  bladder,  rectum, 
or  a  small  blood-vessel  be  punctured,  except  from  infection  of 
the  cyst  contents,  if  it  be  not  already  septic.  A  few  drops  of  fluid 
are  drawn  for  inspection. 

An  Aspirator  may  be  used  in  the  same  way  as  the  exploratory 
needle,  the  chief  difference  being  that  more  fluid,  or  even  all  of  it, 
can  be  withdrawn. 


THE  TECHNIQUE  OF  GYNECOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS. 


Tbc3HNIQIIE,  in  gynecology,  is  a  word  used  to  designate  certain 
features  in  tlie  details  of  an  operation  essential  to  its  proper  per- 
formance, and  is  the  most  powerful  factor  in  ensuring  its  success. 
It  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  diagnosis,  tlie  prognosis,  or  the 
determination  to  operate,  but,  having  determined  to  operate,  it 
concerns  itself  with  every  act,  from  the  preliminary  preparations 
to  the  completion  of  the  operation.  To  assert,  therefore,  tliat  the 
technique  in  u  given  operation  is  faultless,  is  to  credit  the  surgeon 
with  the  highest  scientific  knowledge  of  his  specialty,  and  the 
skill  to  properly  utilize  it  for  the  henefit  of  his  patient. 

Imperfect  technique  implies  errors  of  omission  or  commission 
on  the  part  of  the  operator  which  may  prove  detrimental  to  tlie 
recovery  of  the  patient,  even  costing  her  life.  With  a  perfect 
technique,  therefore,  the  surgeon  is  acquitted  of  personal  respon- 
sibility as  to  the  result,  providing  liis  judgment  in  electing  to 
operate  has  been  good ;  while  if  his  technique  is  bad  he  always 
stands  arraigned  before  the  bar  of  criticism,  and  is  from  time  to 
time  directly  responsilde  tor  the  bad  results  of  his  work. 

The  teclinifjue  of  an  operation  is  tlius  made  to  include  all  those 
features  whieh  scientific  invesligatiun  and  consensus  of  opinion  have 
shown  to  be  conducive  to  success  in  the  greatest  number  of  cases. 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  dexterity,  rapidity,  or  any  other 
j)ersonal  element  in  the  operation,  but  is  the  basis  or  pervading 
principle  of  the  work. 

As  it  is  the  animating  principle  of  successful  operations,  it 
is  in  the  highest  degree  important  to  devote  a  separate  cliapter 
in  a  practical  work  on  gynecology  to  the  consideration  of  such 
technical  details  as  are  more  or  less  common  to  operations  in  gen- 
eral, or  to  certain  cla-sses  of  operations.  The  variations  in  the 
technique  of  each  individual  operation  must  be  left  to  the  syste- 
matic description  of  the  operation  in  its  appropriate  chapter. 
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The  evolution  of  gynecology  to  its  present  high  position  as  a 
s|>ecialty  is  due  to  improvement  in  the  teclinique  of  its  operations. 

In  the  earliest  times  there  was  no  technique :  the  operator  treated 
each  case  according  to  liis  own  inclinations.  Gradually,  as  the  re- 
sults of  observations  accuiniilated,  individual  operations  crystallized 
in  definitt^  forms,  and  the  technique  of  the  operation  was  thus  estab- 
lished. Further  e.xperience  demonstrated  the  existence  of  certain 
underlying  principles  common  to  groups  of  operations,  and  culmin- 
ated in  one  grand  principle,  antiseptic  technique.  This  principle 
ba8  proved  the  quickening  element  in  tlie  whole  field  of  modern 
gynecology,  giving  life  to  old  operations,  calling  new  operations  into 
existence,  and  yearly  saving  thousands  of  lives. 

Sepsis,  Asepsis,  Antisepsis. 

A  proper  realization  of  the  significance  of  these  three  terms  to 
practical  gynecology  constitutes  the  very  essence  of  successful  scien- 
tific work.  The  cause  of  death  after  operation  in  the  vast  majority 
of  CJises  is  sepsis  or  germ-infection.  A  hirge  percentage  of  all  gyne- 
cological cases  under  treatment  are  infected  or  septic. 

There  is  no  longer  any  discussion  among  intelligent  men  as  to 
whether  certain  forms  of  germs  are  dangerous  and  destructive  to  life, 
but  the  question  is :  under  what  circumstances  do  these  germs  in- 
vade the  tissues,  and  what  are  the  best  methods  for  exchidiiig  them? 

Sep»U  is  the  condition  of  infection  resulting  from  the  presence 
of  one  or  more  specific  organisms,  such  as  the  Htaphylococcus 
pyogenes  aureus,  Staphylttcoeeus  pyogenes  albus,  »Streptococcus 
pyogenes,  Bacillus  colis  commune,  Cronococcus  Neisseri. 

Any  of  these  organisms  may  be  found  pre-exi.sting  in  the  genital 
tract:  the  first  and  third  are  found  in  tubal  abscess.  The  second 
aftects  chiefly  stitch-lmle  abscesses.  The  colon  bacillus  exists  in 
the  inte.«itinal  tract,  and  may  occasion  a  general  peritonitis  after  an 
operation,  if  the  intestine  is  seriously  wounded.  Streptococci  are 
for  the  most  part  found  in  the  purulent  inHanimatory  conditions 
following  abortion  or  puer|>eral   fever. 

These  are  often  peculiarly  virulent,  and  a  little  of  the  pus  re- 
maining in  the  \>e\\\»  is  often  sufiicient  to  cause  the  death  of  the 
patient  by  a  rapidly-developing  peritonitis. 

The  most  harmless  pus  is  that  containing  gonococci.  It  is  prob- 
able that  these  organi.'^ms  die  early,  and  for  this  reason  the  pus  is 
more  or  less  innocuous.     Septic  infection  is  introduced  into  wounds 
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by  the  fingers  of"  the  operator,  instruments,  sponges,  ligatures,  or 
other  objects  not  projierly  sterilized. 

Am  pain  means  freeilom  from  septic  germs,  and  is  the  ideal  condi- 
tion i'<ir  the  hands  of  operator  and  assistants  and  the  surgeon's 
artnaaientarium. 

The  surfaces  of  all  objects  exposed  to  the  air  are  coated  with 
germs;  the  hands  not  only  become  contaminated,  but  the  bacteria 
multiply  beneath  the  finger-nails,  and  the  most  virulent  germs  may 
thus  be  easily  transported  from  case  to  case.  Relative  to  the  opera- 
tion, therefore,  all  objects  not  specially  prepared  and  cleansed  are 
germ-infected  or  septic, 

Anii'iepsls  is  tlie  application  of  any  eflRcient  means  for  getting  rid 
of  germs.  It  may  be  meekauical,  as  by  sci'uhbing  or  washing; 
chemical,  as  by  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  or  bichloride  of  mercury ; 
or  therm'w,  by  boiling  water  or  steam. 

Mechanical  antiseptic  measures  are  of  the  utmost  value  in  remov- 
ing those  germs  from  the.  hands  which  can  l>e  easily  disloilged; 
by  this  means,  Iiowever,  the  hands  esmnot  be  rendered  sterile  or 
germ-free.  This  is  to  be  attained  by  immersing  them  successively 
in  saturated  solutions  of  permanganate  of  potash  and  oxalic  acid. 
The  hands  should  not  be  introduced  into  the  abdomen  without  fii'st 
washing  oft'  the  oxalic  acid  in  sterile  water. 

Chemical  sterilization  by  drugs  is  becoming  le.ss  and  less  import- 
ant. A  prolongetl  immersion  of  the  hands  in  bichloride-of-mercury 
solutions  as  strong  as  1  :  oCM)  does  not  render  them  so  sterile  as  the 
permanganate  of  potash  and  oxalic  acid,  yet  practically  it  answers 
the  purpose  and  is  used  by  a  large  number  of  operators.  Carbolic 
acid  cannot  be  used  for  this  purpose  in  efficient  strength  without 
injury.  StcriUzaiion  hy  steam  and  holliny  water  have  with  complete 
satisfaction  replaced  all  other  measures. 

An  exposure  to  steam  heat  al  KMP  V.  or  212"  F.  for  a  half  hour 
will  de.<!troy  all  germs  iu  cotton,  gauze,  bandages,  or  other  dressings. 
If  repeated  on  two  successive  days  the  spores  are  destroyed,  and 
objects  so  treated  will  remain  sterile  until  ex]>osed  to  contamination. 
A  boiling  1  per  cent,  ."solution  of  the  carbonate  of  soda  will  sterilize 
instruments  in  five  minutes  without  tarnishing  them. 

Technique  in  General. 

1,  Operating-room;  2,  Surgeon,  ansistants,  nurses;  3,  Instru- 
ment« ;  4,  Ligature  and  suture  materials;  5,  Dressings. 
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1.  Operallng-ronm. — Tlie  refjuisitcs  for  ti  gynecological  njn'iatiug- 
rooni  are  a  floor  on  wliit'h  water  can  be  freely  used,  a  good  ilhunina- 
tioii,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  hut.  and  cold  water.  A  closely 
joined  wooden  floor,  if  well  jiaraffirie*!,  is,  with  a  little  care,  per- 
fectly satisfact(>ry.  The  \w^\-  floor,  however,  is  made  of  encaustic 
tile,  closely-laid,  ;is  it  will   not  absorb  moisture. 

The  light  of  the  oporating-rooin  should  come  from  windows  on 
the  nortli  nnd  fioiii  a  large  skylight.  Too  strong  light  or  direct 
niys  from  the  siui  einbarra.'-s  the  operator  and  s]>ectators  by  blind- 
ing the  eyes  and  throwing  the  pai'ts  below  the  surface  into  tleep 
shadows. 


l^U'rillxer,  IX-uilJoliii,  RasinlitiUler,  Sp4)ii|rn,  pralmtKr-tubfn,  Syringe*.  Suturrj,  etc. 

Hot  ami  cold  water  shoidd  l>e  on  tap  in  abundance.  Hot  water 
circulating  in  pi|>es  ia  usually  .sterile.  CoUl  water  will  ilo  for  the 
pur[>oi»e  of  preliminary  cleansing  and  f<ir  washing  the  htnids,  but 
should  in  no  way  come  in  contact  with  the  field  of  oi^eration  unless 
previotisly  sterilized  by  boiling. 

If  the  operating-room  is  sufliriently  large,  it  may  eontaiii  sev- 
eral waish-basins,  each  supplied   with    hot  an«l   cold   water,  a   wash- 
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la  another  part  of  the  room  ligatures,  gauze  drains,  sponges,  and 
sterilized  gauze  and  cotton  are  stored  on  shelves  along  with  the 
glassware. 

The  instrument-case  should  be  prnvidetl  with  glass  shelves,  as 
ihey  are  easily  kept  clean  and  expose  all  the  instruments  to 
view.  The  instruments  shouhl  be  properly  classified  in  groujis — 
scissors,  knives,  forceps,  etc. ;  the  artery  forceps  are  most  conve- 
niently kept  in  a  small  space  by  bunching  six  or  eight  on  a  key- 
ring. 

Fig.  03. 
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Adjoining  the  operating-room  is  a  siiuill  room  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  anesthesia,  Tiie  patient  is  brought  here  from  the  ward 
and  HuesthftizAvl  without  witnessing  any  of  the  preparations  which 
have  been  made  fur  her  reception  in  the  operaiiiig-ronm. 

After  each  operation  the  floor  is  cleansed  by  mopping  with  water. 
Occasionally  the  walls  should  be  gone  over  with  a  damp  cloth. 
A  good  t-namel  pnint  will  resist  tJie  discoloring  effects  of  the 
inoUt  atmosphere  of  the  room. 

5)<»me  oj)erating-rooms  are  conveniently  arranged  with  subsid- 
iary rooms  in  which  nil  the  preparations  for  on  operation  are  made, 
leaving  tho  room  for  the  operation  perfectly  clear  for  operator, 
ai«ii<:lantM,  and  s(>ectators.  This  is  the  more  convenient  arrange- 
ment where  the  operations  are  frequently  jierfurmed  in   the  pres- 
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ence  of  large  classes.  These  same  principle:^  may  be  curried  out 
Id  a  private  residence  as  efficieiuly,  if  not  so  elaborately,  as  in  the 
hospital. 

The  accompimyiii^  cut  of  one  of  the  operating-rooms  of  the 
Gynecean  Hthspiial,  PiiiUidelplua,  prepared  fur  an  operation,  shows 
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Ktueiixiiig  Kuimi.    Piitk'nt  IicIiik  vlbiTizcd. 

at  a  glance  how  easily  and  simply  the  indications  can  be  met.  It 
will  be  soon  that  tboro  are  but  few  articles  in  the  room  which  can- 
not be  obtained  or  substituted  in  any  well-regulated  private  resi- 
dence. A  |»lain  kitchen  table  may  be  made  to  answer  the  purj>oge 
of  the  oj)e rating-table.  If  it  is  <leslrabie  to  use  the  Trendelenberg 
position,  a  Krug  frame  can  readih'  be  taken  to  the  house  in  the 
physician's  carriage.  Instruments  may  be  boiled  in  any  conve- 
niently-sized tin  basin.  Five-  or  ten-gallon  demijohns  of  dis- 
tilled wat^r  are  readily  obtained,  but  if  not,  boiled  water  will 
answer  all  purposes  just  as  well.  If  it  be  muildy,  it  should  of 
course  be  filtered. 
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The  Operator  axd  Hts  Direct  Assistants. 

The  re8pon!<il)ility  of  the  o])erator  and  his  as-sisuuits  does  not 
Ix'gin,  as  it  is  commonly  believed,  in  the  preparation  immedi- 
ately before  the  operation.  It  is  a  duty  constantly  devolving 
upon  all  |)ersons  who  cume  in  direct  contact  with  wounds  of  any 
sort,  to  avoid  in  every  possible  way  and  at  all  timen  unneces?- 
8ary  contact  with  septic  matter.  Unhealthy  or  j?uppurating  wounds 
.should  never  be  touched  with  the  hiigers  when  it  is  possible  to 
avoid  it;  dressing.s  of  such  wounds  should  be  removed  and  replaced 
by  forceps. 

The  gynecologist  hH.>i  no  right  to  conduct  post-mortem  exami- 
nations or  hanrlle  pathological  specimens.  When  cntitact  with 
possibly  infected  objects  U  necessary,  the  lodgment  of  infection  in 
the  skin  and  under  tin*  nails  should  be  prevented  ajs  far  as  possible 
by  coating  the  surface  of  the  fingers  and  hand  with  vaseline,  and 
!niiking  the  contact  as  iirief  as  possible;  and  this  should  be  fol- 
lowed immediately  by  a  thorough  scrubbing  in  clean   warm  water. 

The  surgeon  and  his  assistants,  like  obstetricians,  should  avoid 
the  habit  of  wearing  gloves  which  cannot  be  washed.  Contam- 
ination is  sometimes,  undoubtedly,  conveyed  by  examining  a  septic 
t'jwe,  hurrie<Ily  washing  the  liands,  ;ind  drawing  on  glove's  which 
Ixicome  thus  contaminated,  antl  which  in  turn  reinfect  the  hands 
each  time  they  are  worn. 

Both  surgeons  and  assistants  should  bathe  frequently  and  wear 
clean  apparel.  It  adds  to  the  comfort,  as  well  as  harmonizes  with 
the  sense  of  cleanliness,  if  the  surgeon  can  step  fronj  his  bath  into 
his  operating  suit.  Operating  suits  for  surgeon  and  assistants  should 
be  made  of  stout  butcher's  linen.  The  jacket  should  be  open  in 
the  back  ;  the  pantali)on>  may  Ik-  se|>arate  or  attached  to  the  Jacket. 
Tapes  should  be  usetl  in  place  of  buckles  for  the  pjinialnons.  Tlie 
sleeves  should  be  short,  reacliing  to  within  two  or  three  inches  of 
the  elbow.  Before  putting  on  the  suit  the  outer  clothing  should  lie 
remove<l  clown  to  the  under-elothes.  It  is  in  better  keeping  with 
the  api>earance  of  the  rest  <»f  the  costume  to  wear  white  canvas 
shiH^  with  rubber  soles.  The  nurses  must  wear  wash  dresses  with 
{vcAx  white  front  ami  short  sleeves. 

For  o|H'rations  in  private  houses  aprons  of  stout  butcher's  linen 
sufliciently  long  tf)  cover  the  cl(}thing  fnmi  the  neck  to  the  ankles 
will  give  the  proper  amount  of  protection. 
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Cleansing  the  Hands  and  Forearms. 

The  first  duty  after  enterint^  the  oiieratiiig-room  is  to  cleanse  the 
haiult^  and  t'oreanns  tlioniiij^hly  at  the  biisitis  with  si  stiff. scTiibhing- 
briish,  common  brown  kitclicti  soap,  and  Wiirtii  water;  frequently 
changing  the  water.  The  best  brushe^s  for  this  piir])t)se  are  made 
of  vegetable  filtre  and  cost  but  twelve  or  (iftoeri  cents  apiece.  At 
least  ten  minutes  must  be  spent  in  scrubbin!^  the  hands  and  fore- 
arms, paying  especial  attention  to  the  Hngcr-naiis. 


BteiilUatioii  »r  Hunilswiih  ri'iiiinimamiir  ..(  l'ota»li     losuiim- i>f  <  M'triilur  uiul  AsslMants. 

After  washing  the  hands  and  forearms  tliey  are  covered  with  a 
hot  saturated  sohition  of  jiermanganate  of  potash  until  they  nre 
stained  a  deep  mahogany-red,  when  they  are  iinmersed  in  a  hot 
saturated  solntifm  of  oxalic  acid  and  moved  about  until  all  the 
stsuti  of  the  permanganate  is  removed.  The  hands  may  then  be 
immersed  in  milk  of  lime  or  in  plain  water  to  wash  off  the  o.xalie 
acid.  The  nurses  who  handle  sponges,  gauze,  prepare  ligatures, 
etc.  must  also  wash  and  sterilize  their  haiiils  in  the  same  way. 

A  common  and  excellent  substitute  for  this  method  of  steriliza- 
tion is  to  bathe  the  liands  and  arms  in  alcohol  after  scrubbing  them 
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with  the  nail-brusli  ami  soup.  They  arc  tlien  soaked  in  a  strong 
bichloride-of-merc»iry  solution  (l:o<>0)  for  tivt.'  niitiutes,  and  the 
bichloride  is  Hnully   washed  off'  witli  distilled  water. 

After  such  u  jwelitniiuiry  sterilization  the  operator  nnist  avoid, 
aft  far  as  po-s-sible,  contact  with  tioii-.sterilized  ohjocts,  such  as  lids 
of  jara  antl  vessels,  door-liamlles,  tables,  oi'  the  patient ;  above  all 
roust  .such  iiicoi],si.steiK'ies  lie  avoided  as  shaking  hands  with  visitors, 
putting  the  liands  in  the  pockets  while  waiting,  etc. 

When  neces-sary  to  conu'  in  contact  with  the  patient,  as  in 
placing  her  on  the  pad,  in  rearninging  her  clothes,  or  in  removing 

Fk;.  60. 


Ma>liliiu  away  r'(TiiianK>n«le  ot  roluh  with  Oxnilc  Add  t<«ilutlon, 

bandages,  the  hands  must  again  be  sterilized  by  wa.shing  for  two 
niinutt^,  omitting  the  ]K'rnianganate  of  potash  and  oxalic  acid 
solution. 

Instrumkntb. 

After  each  operation  the  instruments  are  immersed  in  hot  water 
and  scrublK'd  with  brown  soap  and  a  scrnbbing-brush.  They  are 
then  rinsed  in  hot  water  and  placed  u|K)n  a  clean  dry  towel,  and 
rapidly   dried,  the  heat  from   the  water  asaisting  in  this  jirocess. 
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After  drying  tlie  instruments  tliey  are  classified  in  sejjarate  groups 
on  the  slielves  in  the  instruiiient-ca.se.  Before  the  next  operaticm 
tliey  are  coiltcted  in  a  linen  ixig  ami  jiljunl  in  the  sterilizer.  If 
the  upenilion  has  been  a  septic  one,  they  are  sterilized  before  put- 
ting tlieni  awny,  and  ;iguin  just  Itefore  the  succeeding  operation. 
The  sterilization  of  instruments  is  simply  and  effieiently  effected 
by  boiling  them  in  a  solution  of  cHrbonate  of  soda,  of  1  per  cent. 
strength,  fur  five  minute?.  The  bag  is  tlien  jticked  up  by  the 
draw-string,  which  has  been  left  hanging  out  over  the  edge  of  the 
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Placing  InBlrumcnU  In  AmoWs  PttrllUier.  In  I.lnen  Bag. 

vessel,  and  carried  to  tlie  instrument  dishes,  into  one  of  which  it  is 
emptied.  If  a  wire  or  perforated  tray  be  used  upon  which  they 
are  boiled  it  may  be  lifted  from  the  sterilizer,  placed  on  the  instru- 
ment-table, and  the  instruments  used  directly  from  it.  (old  water 
is  poured  over  the  instruments,  and  when  cooled  they  are  appro- 
priately elas-sified.  The  instrunu'nts  should  l>e  kept  briglit  and  free 
from  tarnish  by  the  occasional  use  of  a  fine  soap,  such  as  siipolio, 
used  for  polishing  metallic  surfaces. 
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Ligatures  and  Suture  Materiaijs, 

The  ligature  ami  suture  materials  used  in  gynecology  are  silk, 
catgut,  and  silkworm-gut. 

Silver  wire,  mucli  used  formerly,  is  now  more  than  replaced 
by  silkworm-gut,  which  possesses  all  of  its  advantages  with  none 
of  its  disadvantages,  and  in  addition  has  other  points  of  superiority. 
Tendon  sutures,  while  excellent,  sire  too  expensive  to  corae  into  gen- 
eral use.  The  silk  should  be  of  the  twisted  Clanese  variety  of 
three  grades — fine  silk,  used  iis  carrier  threaded  in  a  loop,  by  means 
of  which  the  sutures  are  pulled  through  the  tissues ;  intermediate 
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811k  In  Tube*  for  StcriliMtion, 


silk,  for  all  ordinary  purposes  of  suture  and  ligature,  even  for  ligat- 
ing  the  ovarian  and  uterine  arteries  and  ajiproxiraating  the  edges 
of  the  stump  in  Ijysterectoniy  for  myoma;  and  heavy  silk,  for 
ligation  in  vaginal  hysterectomy. 

The  silk  is  sterilized  by  |)lacing  it  in  stout  glass  tubes  made 
for  this  purpose,  or  in  pieces  of  stout  glass  tubing  an  inch  in 
diameter,  plugged  at  hoth  »'nds  with  cotton.  The  silk  should  be 
cut  in  convenient  lengths  and  rolled  loosely  on  glass  reels  which 
fit  the  inside  of  the  tube.  The  tuixi  is  then  placed  in  the  ster- 
ilizer, steamed  for  an  hour,  taken  out,  and  the  process  repeated 
a  half  hour  oti  two  succeeding  days.  The  cotton  is  left  in  place 
until  the  sutures  are  ready  for  use.     The  ligatures  are  sterilized  by 
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this  fractional  sterilization  with  absolute  certainty,  as  this  is  the 
method  employed  in  the  bacteriological  laboratory  for  sterilizing 
culture  media.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  steam  penetrates 
the  cotton  and  circulates  with  jierfect  freedom  in  the  tube. 

Of  the  sterilizers  thus  used,  that  of  Arnold  is  the  best  for  trans- 
portation and  for  clinics  not  fitted  with  special  conveniences. 

Where  steam  is  constantly  circulating  through  the  establislimeut, 
it  may  be  conveniently  utilized  for  stei-itizatioii  by  tuj>ping  the  pipe 
into  a  copper  cylinder.  A  coil  of  pipe  filling  the  inside  of  the  cylin- 
der, also  connected  with  the  steam  system,  serves  to  keep  uj)  a  high 
temperature,  and  to  dry  out  the  dressings  when  the  free  steam  is 
turned  off. 

SUkworm-gui  is  sterilized  in  the  same  manner  as  the  silk.  It 
should  be  assorted  into  light  and  heavy  sizes. 

Oatffut. — Catgut  is  ruined  by  water  or  steam,  and  requires  there- 
fore a  different  mode  of  sterilization.  The  method  commonly 
adopted  is  by  prolonged  boiling  in  alcohol  from  one  to  several 
hours.  The  best  apparatus  so  far  devised  for  this  purpose  is  David's, 
in  which  the  vapor  of  the  alcohol  is  recoudensed  and  the  loss  of 
alcohol  largely  prevented.  Very  heavy  catgut  is  dangerous,  and 
should  never  be  used,  no  matter  how  prepared.  Fine  and  inter- 
mediate catgut  may  be  used  for  buried  ligatures  or  sutures,  after 
sterilization  in  alcohol  for  an  hour  the  first  day  and  a  half  hour 
on  two  successive  days.  It  is  most  convenient  to  roll  it  on  glass 
spools  and  preserve  in  glass-stoppered  jars  filled  with  alcohol.  At 
tlie  time  of  operation  the  jar  is  opened  and  the  catgut  with  the 
alcohol  turned  out  into  a  small  glass  dish.  It  must  not  come  in 
contact  with  water. 

The  method  of  sterilization  by  Ijoiling  in  alcohol  is  still  on  trial. 
Theoretically,  it  would  seem  to  be  unreliable.  Alcohol  boils  at 
173°  F.,  which  is  not  sufficiently  high  to  kill  the  spores  of 
some  germs  with  which  the  material  is  liable  to  be  infected.  A 
common  substitute  for  this  method  of  sterilization  of  aitgut  is  to 
immerse  it  in  ether  for  from  two  to  seven  days,  changing  the  ether 
several  times  during  this  interval.  From  the  ether  it  is  transferred 
into  an  alcoholic  solution  of  ]>iehIoride  of  mercury,  1 :  IfK),  in  which 
it  is  allowed  to  remain  for  forty-eight  hours.  It  is  finally  trans- 
ferred into  a  solution  of  1  part  of  the  oil  of  juniper  wood  to  2  parts 
of  alcohol,  where  it  is  kept,  securely  corked,  until  needed,  when  it 
is  immersed  iu  commercial  alcohol  an  hour  before  using.     Gut  pre- 
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pared  in  this  manner  is  free  from  septic  matter,  although  it  is  liable 
to  be  weakened  by  the  preparation. 

Dressing,  Sponges,  etc. 

Gynecolofrical  (Iresdings  consist  of  absorbent  cotton,  simple,  ster- 
ilized, and  iodoformized  gauze,  and  abdoininal  and  T-bandages. 

Sponges  are  prepared  by  pounding  theni  in  a  wooden  bowl  to 
loosen  the  grit,  and  then  washing  them  in  warm  water  until  the 
water  remains  clear.  It  niiiy  be  necessary  to  change  the  water  eight 
or  ten  times.  From  the  water  they  are  transferreil  to  dilute  muriatic 
acid  (Sii  to  Oj)  and  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four  hours.  This  part 
of  the  process  is  necessary  to  remove  all  chalky  particles.  From 
the  hydrochloric  acid  they  are  pa.ssed  quickly  through  permanga- 
nate of  pottLsh  solution  (.""j  per  cent.),  which  .stains  them  a  dark  pur- 
ple, which  in  turn  is  decolorized  by  immersing  the  sponges  in  oxalic 
acid  (saturated  solution).  Before  transferring  the  sponges  to  the 
oxalic  aci«l  solution  the  hands  should  be  disinfected  after  the  same 
method  as  for  operation,  a.s  the  })ermanganate  of  potash  and  oxalic 
acid  are  the  esseutial  factors  in  the  process  of  sterilization,  and  the 
sponges  must  not  be  contaminated  from  this  stage  on.  From  the 
oxaHc  acid  solution,  where  they  have  remained  only  a  sufficient 
time  to  effect  decolorization,  they  are  transferred  to  sterilized  lime 
water,  which  neutralizes  the  acid,  and  then  into  bichloride-of- 
mercury  solution  (1  :  KXK))  for  twelve  hours,  after  which  they  are 
rinsed  twice  in  sterilized  water  and  pr&served  in  carbolic  acid  solu- 
tion  (3  per  cent.),  until  they  are  desired  for  use. 

After  being  washed  free  from  the  hydrochloric  acid  another  good 
method  for  cleansing  is  to  immerse  the  sponges  in  a  saturated  solu- 
tion of  washing  soda  for  forty -eight  hours,  from  which  they  are 
taken,  thoroughly  washed  free  from  the  soda,  and  placed  in  alcohol, 
in  which  they  are  kept  until  used.  After  being  soiled  at  one  ope- 
ration they  may  be  prepared  for  further  use  by  passing  them  through 
the  saturated  soda  solution  and  allowing  them  to  soak  for  twelve 
hours  in  a  solution  of  sulphurous  acid,  sufficiently  strong  to  be  sour 
to  the  timte.     Thev  are  then  transferre<I  to  the  alcohol. 

Abtorbcnl  cotton  is  unrolled  from  the  bales  in  which  it  is  bought 
and  cut  into  pieces  of  various  sizes  or  made  into  loose  balls.  The 
large  pieces  are  laid  in  a  towel  which  is  pinned  together,  so  as  to 
.completely  protect  the  cotton.  The  balls  are  sterilized  for  an  hour 
in  a  glass  jar,  which  is  left  open  during  the  process;  at  the  end 
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of  this  time  the  free  steam  is  cut  off  and  that  eireulating  through 
tlu^  coil  allowed  to  dry  them  out  thoroughly. 

GtiHze. — Giiiize  is  bought  in  rolls  of  one  liundred  yards  each, 
at  a  little  over  three  cents  a  yard.  It  is  cut  into  stri[)S  of  several 
yards'  length,  and  then  sterilized  in  the  same  manner  -jlh  the  cotton 
and  other  dressings.  Both  gauze  and  cotton  are  used  preferably  by 
many  operators  after  they  have  been  impregnated  with  bichloride  of 
mercury.  Such  material  should  never  be  used  inside  the  peritoneal 
cavity.     It  may  be  bought  already  prepared  in  the  shops. 

Jodoformized  ffauze  is  prepared  by  impregnating  rolls  of  sterilized 
gauze  with  an  emulsiou  of  iodoform  in  soapsuds  and  water. 
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HikulicJ  Dnln. 


The  Gauze-bag  or  Mikulicz  Drain. — This  is  one  of  the  most 
efficient  forms  of  abdominal  drainage,  and  possesses  the  advantage 
over  the  glass  tube  in  that  it  acts  continuously  and  takes  care  of 
itself,  while  tubes  require  constant  attention  and  are  liable  to  con- 
vey sepsis  down  into  the  pelvis^,  as  well  as  to  perforate  the  bow^el 
by  the  pressure  made  by  tlie  end  of  the  tube.  The  gauze  bag  should 
be  one  or  two  inches  in  diameter  and  about  eight  inches  long,  with 
a  string  tied  to  its  bottom.  This  is  loosely  filled  with  three  or  four 
long  8tri2>8  of  gauze,  about  two  and  a  Iialf  inches  wide,  wliich  pro- 
ject from  the  top  of  the  bag.  When  desired  for  ilrainage  the  bag 
is  laid  in  the  back  of  the  2)elvi8  across  the  area  to  be  drained,  if  it 
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be  extensive,  and  is  tlien  Inoiiglit  up  over  the  top  of  tlie  uterus  and 
out  through  the  incision,  and  is  cut  off'  about  an  inch  beyond  the 
wound.  The  drainage  is  effected  by  capillary  attraction  which  car- 
ries the  discharge  to  the  surface,  where  there  must  be  an  abundance 
of  sterilized  cotton  to  take  it  up.  In  one  or  two  days  the  strips  are 
slowly  drawn  out  with  a  pair  of  sterilized  forceps,  and  trai-tion  is 
made  upon  the  string  which  inverts  the  bag,  and  thus  effects  its 
removal.     The  part  of  the  incision  left  open  by  tlie  removal  of  the 
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Gauie  DnUna. 


hag  is  then  closed  by  a  provisional  suture  placed  in  the  track  of 
tlje  drain  at  the  time  of  operation. 

Roll-gauze  drain  is  useful  where  long  areas  of  denudation  extend 
along  the  intestines  or  over  into  the  flanks.  This  is  made  by 
forming  a  piece  of  gauze  a  yard  long  into  a  loose  roll  about  three- 
quarters  to  one  inch  in  diameter.  Pieces  of  the  length  desired  can 
be  cut  off  or  .-is  in  some  cases  the  whole  roll  can  be  used. 

Although  efficient,  these  drains  are  difficult  to  remove  and  cause 
the  patient  much  distress,  as  they  cling  so  closely  to  the  skin  and 
underlying  tissues. 

Glaas  drainage  is  probably  used  more  frequently  than  gauze, 
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but  in  careless  hands  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  should  be 
avoided,  except  when  the  surgeon  can  be  absolutely  sure  that  its 
care  is  in  competent  hands.  The  drainage-tube  should  be  about 
BIX  inches  in  length  and  of  a  calibre  just  sufficient  to  admit  the 
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H«rd-rubbcr  Syringe,  for  clcunsing  drainage-tube. 

nozzle  of  the  syringe  used  in  cleansing  it.  The  object  of  the  tube 
is  to  keep  the  cavity  to  be  drained  perfectly  dry.  To  acconiplish 
this  it  is  necessary,  at  times,  directly  after  the  operation,  to  cleanse 
the  tube  every  fifteen  minutes.  In  the  course  of  a  few  hours  the 
intervals  of  cleansing  are  lengthened,  until  it  is  not  repeated  oftener 
than  three  or  four  times  a  day.  The  tube  is  reniovetl  as  soon  as  the 
discharge  assumes  the  straw  color  of  the  normal  peritoneal  fluid, 
and  the  amount  is  diminished  to  a  few  drachms  at  each  cleansing. 
The  tube  is  kept  dry,  while  in  situ,  by  passing  a  long-nozzled 
syringe  to  itrf  bottom  and  removing  the  accumulated  fluids  by  suc- 
tion. Before  and  after  each  cleansing  the  mouth  of  the  tube  and 
the  rubber-dam  through  which  it  projects  must  be  carefully  washed 
with  a  piece  of  cotton  dipped  in  bichloride-of-niercury  solution;  tlie 
syringe  should  be  disinfected  lx)th  inside  and  out  with  bichloride 
solution  and  boiling  water.  The  hantls  of  the  pei"son  cleans- 
ing the  tube  must  be  carefully  disinfected  before  each  dressing, 
no  nnitter  how  often  repeatetl.  In  no  other  way  can  the  safety 
of  the  patient  be  ensured.  Fresli  sterilized  cotton  is  placed  over 
the  mouth  of  the  tube  each  time  it  is  disturbed,  and  is  held  in 
place  by  a  square  piece  of  rubber-dam,  through  the  centre  of  which 
the  free  end  of  the  tube  protrudes. 

Plastic  Operations. 

Preceding  a  phistic  operation  upon  the  vagina  the  bowels  should 
be  tlioroughly  evacuated  by  two  or  tliree  free  purgations,  started 
with  a  laxative,  such  as  a  pill  composed  of  aloes  gr,  j,  belladonna 
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gr.  i,  and  strychnia  gr.  ^j,  taken  thirty-six  Iiours  before  the  time 
of  o|)errttion,  followed,  if  necessary,  by  citrate  of  magnesia.  A  Seid- 
Htz  powder  twenty-four  hours  before  operation  followed  by  a  rectal 
enema  the  next  morning  is  also  efficient. 

Occasionally  the  action  of  the  purgative  is  delayed  and  feces  are 
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evacuated  over  the  operator's  person  from  time  to  time  during  t!ie 
operation  ;  this  can  be  overcome  temporarily,  in  persistent  cases,  by 
passing  a  suture  twice  through  the  anus. 

In  perineal,  vaginal,  and  rectal  operations  the  patient  is  brought 
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down  to  the  edge  of  the  table,  with  the  thighs  well  flexed  on  the 
abdomen  and  held  in  this  position  by  a  leg-holder.  The  simplest 
form  of  leg-holder  is  Kelly's  or  Robb's  modification.  In  the  for- 
mer, one  of  tlie  loops  is  placed  under  the  knee  and  into  this  the 
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ehoulder-strap  is  hooked  and  druvvii  under  the  arm,  around  the 
back  of  the  neck,  down  over  the  opjvosite  shoulder,  and  hooked 
in  the  loop  under  the  opjvosite  knee. 

Tlie  leg-holder  may  readily  be  dispensed  with  and  an  assistant's 
liands  substituted. 

The  perineal   pad   is  next  inflated  and  placed  under  the  but- 
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tocks,  with  the  apron  dropjiing  into  a  bucket  at  the  foot  of  the  table. 
In  vaginal  operations  the  preparatory  cleansing  is  conductetl  as 
follows:  The  external  genitals  are  thoroughly  soaped,  and  this 
worked  up  into  suds  with  warm  water;  the  hair  is  next  shaved 
off  the  vulva,  although  this  procedure  is  by  no  means  absolutely 
necessary,  provided  the  operator  takes  sufficient  care  to  render  the 
hairs  thoroughly  aseptic ;  a  longer  time  must  therefore  be  s|)ent  in 
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which  is  conductetl  through  a  rubber  tube  ending  in  ii  glass  nozzle, 
with  an  intervening  S!to|>cock. 

The  Technique  of  Abdominal  Operations. 

The  technique  of  abdominal  operations  begins  with  the  prepnratory 
treatment  of  the  patient  inune<liate]y  Ijefore  ojwnition,  and  inehides  all 
the  details  in  the  preparations  for,  and  the  conduction  of,  the  operation. 
Certain  features  are  common  to  all  abdominal  operationK.  Of  these, 
but  two  will  be  described  :  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  abdomen. 

Preparatory  Trealmcni. — It  is  necessary  to  begin  in  some  ciisea 
weeks  beforehand,  if  the  patient  be  in  an  enfeebled  condition  and 
there  is  a  good  prospect  of  building  her  up  for  the  oj^eration.     The 
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most  imfwrtant  elements  of  the  treatment  are  rest  in  bed.  digest- 
ible diet  at  frequent  intervals,  stimulants  if  well  U>rne,  regulation  of 
the  bowels,  quickening  the  activity  of  the  skin  by  baths,  massage, 
and  electricity.  In  other  eases,  where  the  general  condition  is  good, 
a  delay  of  but  one  or  two  days  is  necessary  in  which  to  bathe  the 
patient  and  thoroughly  evacuate  the  bowels.  Almost  all  chronic 
cases,  not  exchuling  pelvic  abscess,  will  be  benefited  by  jjrejiaratory 
treatment. 

Such  rases  as  extr.a-uterine  pregnancy  with  internal  hemorrhage, 
rupture  or  strangulation  of  a  cyst,  or  rupture  of  an  abscess,  call  for 
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iiimiediate  operation.  Here  all  tiie  advantages  of  rent  ami  prepa- 
ration are  subordinate  to  the  paramount  danger  whicli  is  niomontai- 
rily  threatening  to  tlestroy  life.  Frequently  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  the  patient  au  anestlietic,  and  without  preliminary  }>reparation 
lift  lier  on  to  the  ovariotomy  pad  u[ioii  the  table,  where  the  vagina 
is  douched  out  with  a  strong  borie-aeid  solution,  or  a  10  per  cent, 
creoline  solution,  or  a  1  :  1(MX>  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury. 
The  mons  veneris  is  then  shaved  well  down  to  the  labia,  (he 
abdominal  walls  scrubbed,  and  cceliotomy  performed  at  once. 
Openiny  lite  Abdonten. — This  is  the  one  step   common   to  all 
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Opening  tlie  Peritoneum. 

abdominal  operations,  and  may  therefore  be  described  as  a  part  of 
the  technique  in  general. 

The  usual  location  fur  the  incision  is  in  the  median  line  between 
the  umbilicus  and  pubes,  nearer  the  pubes. 

The  abdomen  is  to  be  thoroughly  washed  in  the  ward,  by  first 
scrubbing  with  soap  and  Ijot  water  with  the  aid  of  a  nail-brush, 
followed  by  alcohol  and  ether,  an<l  this  by  a  strong  bichloride-of- 
mercury  solution  (1  :  1000).     The  abdomen  is  covered  with  a  pad 
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of  sterilized  gauze,  tu  prevent  cuiilaiuiiiatiun  of  tlie  sikin  from  the 
patient's  uight-gowu,  etc.  in  traiisportitig  lier  to  the  operating-room. 

The  patient  is  placed  ou  the  table  with  her  hips  resting  on 
Kelly's  ovariotomy  pad,  the  apron  of  wliich  hangs  over  the  side 
of  the  table  into  a  bucket.  The  feet  rest  on  a  support  at  the  end 
of  the  table. 

The  vagina  is  now  douched,  or  in  event  of  a  hysteroniyomec- 
tomy  (hysterectomy  for  "fibroids")  washed  thoroughly  with  soap 
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and  water,  followed  by  bichloride-of-raercury  solution  (1  :  RKX)), 
and  finally  packed  with  iodoform  gauze.  The  assistant  now 
cleanses  the  abdomen  by  first  scrubbing  it  with  a  ball  of  cotton 
and  soap  and  warm  water,  then  with  pure  alcohol,  followed  by 
ether,  and  finally  with  sterilized  water. 

Sterilized  towels  are  used  to  protect  the  thighs  and  chest,  and 
over  the  whole  abtlomen,  chest  and  lliighs  a  large  piece  of  gauze, 
three  folds  thick,  is  hii<l.  This  is  slit  open  for  a  short  distiince 
in  the  median  line,  and  through  the  opening  the  operation  is  con- 
ducted with  a  minimum  danger  of  auto-infection  from  the  patient's 
skin. 

For  making  the  incision  a  sliarp  scalpel,  two  pail's  of  rat-tooth  for- 
ceps, and  one  or  two  short  sharp-nosed  artery  forceps  are  necessary. 
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The  operator  steadies  the  alxloiuiiial  wall  and  holds  the  skin  a 
little  taut,  between  the  thumh  ;uul  middle  finger  of  the  left  hand, 
while  the  right  hand  nuikes  a  sweeping  incision  vertically  down- 
ward in  the  median  line  from  two  to  eight  inches  long,  aceording 
to  the  nature  of  the  operation.  In  doubtful  cases  a  shorter  ineis- 
ion  should  be  made  first,  and  afterward  lengthened  if  necessary. 

Aller  passing  through  skin  and  ftit  the  sheath  of  one  of  the  recti 
muscles  appears.  This  white  and  fibrous  layer  may  be  cut  a  little 
obliquely,  when  the  incision  is  jdniost  sure  to  cross  the  linea  alba. 
seen  between  the  two  red  muscles.  The  incision  is  continued  down 
between  the  muscles  in  the  linea  with  the  aid  of  an  assistant,  who 
catches  the  tissue  of  one  side  with  his  forceps,  while  the  operator 
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does  likewise  on  the  opposite  side.  Thus  the  tissues  are  lifted  up  and 
drawn  apart,  layer  by  layer.  The  superficial  fat,  which  is  of  variable 
thickness,  appears  next,  and  beneath  this  the  thin,  delicate  jieritu- 
iiemn.  The  peritoneum  must  be  caught  very  superficially  in  the  for- 
ceps and  gently  incised,  so  as  merely  to  nick  it.  The  intestines  drop 
back  the  moment  the  smallest  o])ening  in  the  peritoneum  is  made,  and 
then  the  incision  can  be  boldly  enlarged  upward  and  downward  to 
both  extremities  of  the  incision.  In  enlarging  the  incision  the  0|»e- 
rator  should  always  glance  through  the  peritoneum  which  is  lifted 
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up  by  forcej>8,  to  assure  himself  that  he  is  not  opening  an  abnor- 
mally high  bladder. 

The  bleeding  from  tlie  walls  of  the  incision,  although  stimulated 
by  the  massage  given  in  scrubbing  the  skin  just  previous  to  the 
operation,  is  usually  slight,  atul  eeu.se5  spontaucuusly,  us  a  rule.  If 
too  free,  one  or  more  vessels  may  be  caught  with  artery  forc'e])s, 
which  can  be  removed  at  a  later  stage  of  the  operation,  when  the 
bleeding  will  have  ceased.  Occasionally  a  large  spouting  artery 
requires  iniuiediate  ligation  with  the  finest  silk  or  catgut  ligature. 
If  the  incision  proves  too  small,  it  may  be  quickly  enlarged  by 
cutting  upward  with  a  pair  of  scissors  rounded  on  the  points, 
guided  by  a  finger  witbin  the  abdomen,  which  protects  the  viscera 
from  injury. 

In  making  a  long  incision  it  is  best  to  cut  a  little  to  the  left 
of  tlie  umbilicus  and  then  upward  to  the  left  of  the  median  line, 
thus  avoiding  the  suspensory  ligament  of  the  liver. 

Closure  of  the  Abdominal  Incision. 

The  incision  should  be  closed  by  two  or  three  rows  of  sutures ; 
one  continuous  suture  of  fine  silk  uniting  the  peritoneum,  trans- 
fixing each  side  three  or  four  times  to  the  inch.  The  peritoneal 
surfaces  thus  sutured  unite  rapidly,  and  shut  off  the  abdominal 
cavity  from  contamination  by  stitch-hole  abscesses.  Immediately 
overlying  the  peritoneum  are  the  recti  muscles,  and  over  these, 
often  a  little  retracted  from  the  margins  of  the  wound,  the  strong 
fibrous  fiiscifE.  These  may  now  be  apjiroxi mated  by  a  layer  of 
interrupted,  buried  .sutures,  about  three  to  the  inch,  taking  great 
care  to  bring  together  the  edges  of  the  fascite  of  the  two  sides  from 
top  to  bottom  of  the  vvouu<l.  This  is  the  most  important  step  in 
the  closure,  as  in  this  fascia  lies  the  strength  of  the  abdominal  wall. 
and  in  its  proper  reunion  lies  the  protection  against  a  ventral  hernia 
which  may  arise  as  a  sequel  to  the  operation. 

The  interrupted  sutures  should  be  drawn  sufficiently  tight  to 
hold  tlie  parts  snugly  together,  but  never  tight  enough  to  constrict 
the  tissues.  The  sutures  should  then  be  cut  close  to  the  knot.  The 
approximation  of  the  skin  may  be  secured  either  by  an  interrupted 
silkworm-gut  or  a  continuous  fine  silk  suture,  entered  below  the 
lower  angle  of  the  wound,  pjissing  from  side  to  side  subcutaneously, 
and  reapix^u-ing  alx>ve  the  upjjer  angle. 

Anutlier  simple  and  satisfactory  method  of  closure  where  the 
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walls  are  thin,  is,_/frs^,  to  apply  the  continuous  peritoneal  suture; 
ami,  second,  a  series  of  iiiterrujtted  silkworm-gut  sutures  about  one- 
third  of  an  inch  apart,  each  including  skin,  fascia,  and  muscles. 
'Vhv  gajiing  nkiri  between  these  sutures  is  ap|)roximated  by  super- 
ficial sutures  of  fine  silk. 

Dressing  the  Wound. 

The  skin  is  drieil  and  a  fine  powder  of  boric  acid  and  iodoform 
(7  to  1)  is  sprinkled  abundantly  over  the  wound ;  over  this  a  rect- 
angular piece  of  several  layers  of  gauze  is  laid,  overlapping  the 
incision  three  or  four  inches  on  all  sides.     The  outer  edges  of  this 
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gauze  are  sealetl  to  the  skin  with  collodion.  The  centre  is  left  dry 
to  absorb  any  discharge  from  the  incision. 

The  gauze  is  freely  powdered  again,  preventing  the  collodion 
from  adhering  to  the  superficial  dressing,  the  abdomen  is  padded 
out  with  sterilized  absorbent  cotton,  a  many-tailed  bauduge  is  ap- 
plied and  the  patient  transferred  to  her  bed. 

Another  simple  and  eftective  method  of  dressing,  is,  first,  to  place 
half  a  dozen  layers  of  sterilized  gauze  over  the  incision,  then  a  pad 
of  absorbent  cotton  covered  with  sterilized  gauze,  large  enough  to 
cover  the  abdomen,  and  the  whole  held  in  place  by  means  of  a 
six-tailed  bandage. 


MENSTRUATION  AND  ITS  ANOMALIES. 


Menstruation. 

Definition, — The  flow  of  the  menses.  A  periodic  function  of 
the  female  generative  organs,  consisting  in  a  bloody  discharge  from 
the  uterus.  It  occurs,  on  the  average,  every  twenty-eight  days,  and 
continues  from  one  to  six  days.  Menstruations  extend  over  from 
thirty  to  thirty-five  years  of  woman's  life,  and  this  time  is  known 
as  the  period  of  the  "genital  life," 

Synonyms. — It  is  popularly  known  by  the  following  names  or 
expressions:  "being  unwell,"  "periods,"  "turns,"  " courses,"  " flow- 
ers," "terms,"  "sickness,"  "the  reds,"  "menstrual  flux,"  "troubles," 
"monthly  illness,"  "the  flow,"  "the  catamenia,"  "the  monthly  ]>uri- 
fieation." 

Regularity  and  Duration. — The  average  time  of  the  reap- 
pearance of  men.struation,  counting  from  the  beginning  of  one 
period  to  that  of  the  succeeding  one,  is  twenty-eight  days.  This 
interval  is  not  fixed ;  it  is  very  elastic.  In  many  cases  it  is  less 
than  twenty-eight  days ;  in  others,  longer  than  four  weeks,  appear- 
ing however  with  punctuality.  One  woman  may  menstruate  every 
calendar  month  or  twelve  times  each  year,  while  another  may  men- 
struate sixteen  or  seventeen  times  each  year,  yet  both  may  be  normal. 
Again,  a  woman  may  always  have  irregular  intervals  between  her 
flowing  and  yet  be  perfectly  well.  A  woman  in  good  health,  who 
asserted  that  her  menses  always  appeared  regularly,  was  directed  to 
keep  an  accurate  record  of  the  intervals  for  one  year.  At  the  en<l 
of  that  time  her  report  showed  that  they  varied  from  twenty-four  to 
thirty-five  days.  Being  healthy  and  never  having  had  her  atten- 
tion directed  to  the  matter  before,  she  had  always  called  herself 
regular.  The  general  rule,  however,  is  that  women  menstruate 
every  twenty-eight  days. 

Occa.sionaIly  the  menses  appear  at  very  irreguhir  periods — e.g. 
two  to  five  times  in  one  year.  One  woman,  in  apparently  good 
health,  gave  a  history  of  an  average  of  only  two  menstruations 
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anuiiiilly  for  over  seventeen  years,  ber  flow  having  no  regularity ; 
Uie  two  periods  sometimes  occurred  within  tiiirty  days,  no  other 
menstrual  flux  appearing  till  the  following  year.  Such  cases  are 
altogether  unusual.  A  few  women  have  been  known  to  menstruate 
only  in  warm  weather. 

A  normal  menstruation  may  last  from  one  to  .six  days.  Each 
woman  is  a  rule  unto  herself  in  the  matter  of  the  duration  of  her 
monthly  flow.  Whatever  her  experience  in  this  direction  may 
be  when  she  is  in  an  otherwise  healthy  condition,  is  normal  for 
her — a  condition  that  cannot  necessarily  be  laid  down  as  the  nor- 
mal one  for  another  woman.  Three  stages  characterize  the  flow : 
Ist,  the  fluid  is  .slimy  and  odorous,  colored  light  or  dark  red  by  a 
small  number  of  blood-corpuscles  in  a  proportionately  large  amount 
of  mucus;  2d,  the  fluid  is  almost  pure  blood;  3d,  the  fluid  becomes 
lighter  colored,  its  constituents  being  similar  to  those  of  the  flrst 
stage.  Exceptionally,  the  third  stage  is  followed  by  another  flow 
of  pure  blood  lasting  one  day,  to  be  followed  by  a  light-colored 
mucus  discharge,  lasting  thirty-six  to  forty-eight  hours. 

Very  commonly,  in  girlhood,  the  approaching  menstruation  is 
heralded  for  two  or  three  years  by  certain  disorders  occurring 
with  monthly  periodicity.  It  is  not  at  all  rare  at  this  age  to  meet 
with  very  obstinate  symptoms,  such  as  headaches,  epileptic  fits, 
digestive  disorders,  or  cutaneous  affections,  for  whose  treatment  the 
usual  remedies  fail.  The  writer  encountered  in  a  girl  of  fifteen 
years  of  age,  before  the  menses  had  apjjeared,  an  attack  of  facial 
erysipelas  which  recurred  every  twenty-eight  days  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  months.  For  such  maladies  mediail  men  are  in  the  habit 
of  prophesying  a  cure  when  menstruation  is  established — a  fact  that 
experience  verifies.  As  the  time  for  the  appefirance  of  the  flow 
draws  nigh  the  nervous  system  becomes  more  irritable;  there  is 
general  uneasiness  and  an  alteration  of  the  moral  character.  Com- 
monly there  is  much  languor,  flushing,  sensation  of  fulness,  and 
disturbed  or  unnatural,  heavy  sleep,  these  symptoms  continuing 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  period.  Immediately  preceding  the  first 
flow  there  is  much  pain  and  weight,  with  fulness  in  the  head  and 
pelvis,  and  throbbing  and  swelling  of  the  raamm».  Often  the  dis- 
charge is  not  at  all  regular  to  the  month  for  the  first  half  year  or 
80,  passing  over  a  month  or  longer ;  yet  the  usual  prodiomic  dis- 
turbances, enumerated  al>ove,  are  found  to  observe  the  lunar  inter- 
vals  quite   regularly.      In    many  young    women    the    precursory 
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phenomena  above  uientiouetl  are  so  slight  or  evanescent  that  no 
attention  is  paid  to  them.  Sliglit  choreic  movementiS  and  an  ele- 
vation of  temperature  may  accompany  the  first  menstruation. 

The  men.ses  usually  appear  in  American  women  at  \\w  fdurteenth 
year.  The  colder  the  climate  the  later  iloeji  menstruation  become 
established.  The  average  time  of  its  appearance  in  temperate  cli- 
mates has  been  set  at  between  twelve  and  eighteen  years,  from 
thirteen  to  twenty-one  for  cold  climates,  and  from  eleven  to  fifteen 
for  hot  climates.  City  girls  menstruate  earlior  than  girls  who  live 
in  the  country.  Brunettes  are  sai<l  to  menstrnatf  earlier  than 
blondes.  Precocious  menstruation  is  often  seen  at  ten,  nine,  and 
even  as  early  as  eight  years  of  age.  Cases  of  much  earlier  appear- 
ance have  been  frequently  reported.  One  case  is  recorded  in  which 
the  menses  appeared  within  the  "  first  few  months  after  birth " 
(Charpentier).  On  the  contrary,  there  are  women  in  whom  men- 
struation is  delayed. 


Menopause,  or  Change  of  Life. 

Definition. — The  cessation  of  the  menses  is  called  the  "meno- 
pause." By  the  term  is  meant  that  jieriod  in  a  woman's  life  when 
she  stops  menstruating. 

Synonyms. — Its  synonyms  are  the  "  critical  time,"  the  "  turn," 
the  "change  of  life,"  the  "  dodging-point,"  and  the  "climacteric." 

Description. — The  men<jpause  includes  a  very  elastic  period  of 
tinu-  in  a  woman's  life.  It  may  be  very  brief  and  abrupt,  or  it  may 
extend  over  a  long  period  of  time,  as  three  or  more  years.  The 
typical  development  of  the  menopause  consi.sts  in  the  irregular 
occurrence  of  the  menstrual  flow.  Instead  of  appearing  at  the 
usual  time,  it  will  be  delayed  a  few  days  or  will  piiss  over  to 
a  second  period  or  longer,  and  then  occur  about  as  usual  in  the 
amount  of  the  flow  and  accompunying  symptoms.  This  menstrua- 
tion will  be  followed  by  similar  irregularity,  or  perhaps  by  one  or 
more  flowings,  regular  as  to  the  intermenstrual  interval  and  to  the 
amount  of  the  discharge  and  with  the  usual  iiccompanying  synip- 
loms.  This  irregularity  of  the  discharge  may  continue  for  a  periml 
of  over  one  year,  or  to  three,  or  even  five  years,  when  the  flow 
disappears  entirely,  never  to  be  seen  again. 

Occasionally  it  happens  that  women,  menstruating  regularly, 
almost  to  the  day,  exjx^rience  a  sudden  and  complete  disappearance 
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of  this  funciiou.  Hucii  an  experience  in  the  change  of  life  is 
altogether  exceptional. 

The  menopause  may  be  said  to  include  all  of  that  period  of  time, 
intervening  between  the  beginning  irregularity  of  menstruation  and 
the  complete  cessation  of  the  flow,  with  the  subsequent  restoration 
of  health.  At  this  time  the  vague  nervous  symptoms  which  accom- 
pany the  disturbances  incident  to  the  change  of  life  are  ushered 
in.  Where  these  exist,  depending  tifion  the  approaching  menopause, 
they  must  be  included  in  this  period.  During  this  space  of  time, 
very  often,  different  symptoms  are  produced  by  different  women. 

These  symptoms  include  manifestations  or  perversions,  especially 
of  the  nervous  system,  and  are  shown  in  the  form  of  vertigo,  faiut- 
ness,  flushes,  cold  hands  and  feet ;  in  the  digestive  system,  by  gastric 
fermentiuive  dyspepsia,  tympanites,  constipation  or  diarrhea;  in 
the  circulatory  system,  by  palpitation,  syncope,  and  vicarious  hem- 
orrhages; in  the  cutaneous  systera>  by  sudden,  severe  and  often- 
times offensive  sweatings;  in  the  mental  realm,  by  loss  of  memory, 
irritability  of  temper,  fear,  apprehension,  melancholia,  and  hysteria  ; 
by  changes  in  the  jdiysique,  the  development  of  hair  on  the  chin 
and  face,  flaccidity  of  the  breasts,  and  the  great  increase  of  omental 
and  abdominal  fat.  Very  many  other  symptoms  might  be  men- 
tioned. Pelvic  and  lumbar  pains,  such  eruptive  conditions  of  the 
skiu  as  apjtear  at  the  age  of  puberty,  pruritus  vulva;  and  colic,  are 
often  encountered. 

A  sallow,  chlorotic,  or  plethoric  state,  or  a  nervous  condition 
entirely  unusual  in  the  patient,  may  characterize  her  at  this  period. 
Leueorrhea  is  one  of  the  most  common  symptoms  during  the 
change  of  life.  An  awakening  of  sexual  desire,  quite  unknown 
during  previous  years,  which  is  often  looked  upon  with  a  sense  of 
shame  and  degradation  by  its  possessor,  is  not  uncommon  in  women 
undergoing  the  menopause. 

It  must  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  symptoms  enumerated 
above  are  not  all  to  be  found  in  every  woman  at  the  change  of 
life.  They  include  the  principal  disturbances  observed  at  this 
time  in  a  large  number  of  women.  The  ones  most  commonly  en- 
countered are  the  manifestations  exhibited  by  the  nervous  system. 
The  one  symptom  of  all  those  enumerated  that  seems  to  be  well- 
nigh  universally  experienced  at  this  period,  is  flushes;  few  women 
escape  them.  Next  to  them  in  frequency  may  be  mentioned  the 
disturbances  of  the  alimentary  tract 
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Some  women  experience  a  multitude  of  these  symptoms,  while 
others  seem  to  escape  nearly  all  of  them.  Their  cause  would 
seem  to  reside  in  the  suddeii  congestions  of  certain  areas  of  the 
nervous  system,  through  the  noii-e.scape  of  the  customary  monthly 
bhiody  discharge.  Their  relief  is  often  experienced  by  vicarious 
heraorrliages  from  the  nasul  mucous  membranes,  from  hemorrhoids, 
by  a  free  diarrhea,  or  a  profuse  leueorrhea. 

The  sudden  cessation  of  the  menseis  is  frequently  associated  with 
an  abrupt  invasion  of  the  nervous  system,  as  fright,  shock — menUd 
or  moral — or  by  some  septic  malady,  as  uterine  and  tubal  disease, 
the  essential  fevers,  gout,  or  rlieumatism. 

The  symptoms  accompanying  artificial  menopause  following  the 
removal  of  the  uterine  appendages  are  usually  more  abrupt,  lasting 
in  most  cases  not  longer  than  a  year.  Consequently,  the  change 
is  more  stormy,  all  the  symptoms  being  exaggerated. 

A  stormy,  irregular,  or  delayed  menopause  should  excite  in  the 
attending  physician  the  suspicion  of  some  pathological  condition. 
This  is  the  time  of  a  woman's  life  when  malignant  disease  of  the 
uterus  or  its  appendages  is  most  likely  to  manifest  itself,  and  usu- 
ally the  first  in<lieation  that  there  is  any  abnormal  condition,  is  seen 
in  the  behavior  of  the  establishment  of  the  menopause.  When 
this  has  once  become  established,  all  the  tissues  being  healthy,  there 
should  never  be  a  return  of  the  bloody  show.  Not  only  should 
the  periodical  bleeding  cesise,  but  all  vaginal  discharges  become 
abolished.  If  uterine  bleeding  occurs  after  the  establishment  of 
this  condition,  one  of  two  diseases  is  most  likely  to  be  found — 
either  fibroma  or  malignancy,  with  the  chances  largely  in  favor  of 
malignancy,  especially  if  the  woman  be  a  multipara.  In  such  cases 
the  attending  physician  should  carefully  exclude  these  conditions 
by  physical  and  microscopical  examinations. 

The  importtuice  of  carefully  watching  a  woman  through  this 
stage  of  her  life  cannot  be  too  emphatically  dwelt  upon.  It  ia 
commonly  the  practice  for  physicians  to  attribute  all  the  ills  and 
complaints  of  such  a  patient  to  the  menopause.  If  untoward  and 
unusual  symptoms  appear,  they  must  he  carefully  studied  and  their 
Miuse  discovered  if  possible.  Whatever  pathological  condition  is 
found  must  be  dealt  with  as  it  would  be  at  any  other  period  of 
a  woman's  life. 

The  time  of  the  cessation  varies  with  the  climate,  to  a  certain 
extent ;  the  colder  the  climate,  the  later  does  the  menopause  occur. 
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The  average  time  of"  the  termination  of  a  woman's  menstrual  life 
is  in  her  fifth  decennium.  Variations  from  tliis,  in  recorded  in- 
stances, extend  from  the  twenty-second  to  the  eighty-second  year. 
Such  extremes  are  altogether  exceptional  and  unusual. 

Women  who  begin  early  in  life  to  menstruate  usually  pass  the 
"cliraacterie"  late  in  life.  Those  who  begin  late  to  menstruate  pass 
the  menopause  comparatively  early.  Exceptions  to  both  these 
statemeuts  exist,  but  tliey  compass  the  rule  in  a  large  range  of 
observations. 

Heredity  seems  not  to  be  free  from  influence  in  determining  the 
time  of  the  menopause.  As  the  mother  was  in  this  particular,  so 
the  dauglitere  are  very  apt  lo  be.  Compliances  with  this  ruie 
are  infinitely  more  numerous  than  are  the  exeejvtion.'*. 

Pathology. — The  involutional  changes  in  the  pelvic  organs  at 
the  menopause  are  precisely  the  reverse  of  what  is  seen  at  puberty. 
The  vulva  becomes  flattened  and  slirivelled  through  absorption  of 
its  .subcutaneous  fat.  The  dimensions  of  the  vagina  become  con- 
tracted in  every  direction,  and,  in  the  majority  of  women,  the  hour- 
glass contraction  is  seen  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  and  upper 
thirds  of  this  canal.  The  uterine  walls  atrophy,  the  cavity  dimin- 
ishes, and  the  cervix  contraet,s  greatly,  .sometimes  almost  disap- 
pearing. The  Fallopian  tubes  diminish  in  size  in  all  dimensions 
and  even  become  obliterated.  The  ovaries  shrivel  and  shrink  in 
every  diameter,  even  to  the  point,  apparently,  of  their  complete 
disappearance.  Their  envelope  becomes  writikled  and  folded  in, 
contracting  and  pinching  the  walls  of  the  Graafian  follicles,  which 
appear  as  little  grayish  pouches.  The  mammary  glands  shrivel 
and  become  greatly  flattened  in  the  majority  of  women. 

Diagnosis. — It  is  an  easy  matter  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  the 
menopause.  Tlicre  is  one  pathognomonic  indication  of  the  pres- 
ence of  this  condition  whioli  is  invariably  found  in  all  cases.  If 
every  disease  or  condition  requiring  the  skill  of  a  physician  had 
but  one  symptom  lis  clearly  pathognomonic  as  the  climacteric  pos- 
sesses, the  practice  of  medicine  would  be  infinitely  easy.  In  all 
cases  of  the  change  of  life  this  one  indication,  never  absent,  is  the 
interruption  to  the  regular  and  Ht.ate<l  appearance  of  the  menstrual 
flow.  This  interruption  does  not  always  present  itself  in  the  same 
manner.  It  usually  appears  in  lapses,  of  greater  or  lesser  degree,  in 
the  appearance  of  the  flow.  The  habit  of  each  woman  as  to  the  regu- 
larity of  her  menstruation  must  be  learned,  and  from  that  habit 
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comparison  instituted.  Women  often  consult  their  physicians,  sup- 
posing themselves  to  be  passing  tlirongh  this  period  of  their  lives, 
80  much  feared,  when  inquiry  reveals  the  fact  that  tlieir  meiiRtru- 
alions  are  perfectly  norniid  in  the  date  of  appearance,  the  amtnuit 
of  discharge,  and  the  accompanying  symptoms.  8uch  patients,  irre- 
spective of  their  age,  can  always  be  assured  tliat  the  much-dreaded 
period  has  not  yet  arrived. 

The  symptoms  of  the  climacteric  are  multiform.  The  principal 
ones  have  been  enumerated  under  the  description,  Tlie  test  of  the 
pathognomonic  value  of  these  symptoms  is  shown  by  the  relief 
exj^erienced  by  a  profuse  flow  after  a  protracted  amenorrhea  of  sev- 
eral weeks  or  months.  These  flows  relieve  the  congestive  state 
which  is  80  productive  of  perturbed  functional  conditions.  Follow- 
ing them  is  a  cessation  of  a  number  of  those  synijitoms  tliat  have 
become  gradually  established  during  the  period  of  amenorrhea. 

Organic  diseases  must  be  carefully  excluiled  in  the  diagnosis  of 
the  menopause.  For  instance,  to  attribute  a  pyrosis  and  vomiting 
to  the  nervous  aspect  of  the  change  of  life,  when  an  incipient  gastric 
carcinoma  is  present,  would  be  an  unfortunate  exhibition  of  diagnos- 
tic carelessness.  The  most  careful  and  painstaking  examination 
should  be  made  in  every  case.  Methodical  examination  of  each 
organ  is  demanded.  In  this  way  only  can  organic  disease  wholly 
foreign  to  the  climacteric  be  excluded.  Failure  to  detect  incipient 
pathological  developments  may  result  in  disaster  and  death. 

Pr(X>N08IS. — The  prognosis  is  generally  good.  Where  the  germs 
of  disease  have  existed  previously,  organic  disorders  may  be  started 
into  activity  and  develo})ed  at  this  time.  This  is  perluips  especially 
true  of  dyspla.smatic  growths.  It  is  frequently  observed,  in  higlily 
neurotic  women,  in  whom  an  hereditary  taint  of  insanity  has  been 
previously  recognized,  that  this  disorder  may  develop  at  this  time. 

Generally  speaking,  the  prognosis  is  satisfactory.  It  is  excep- 
tional that  the  troubles  of  the  menopause  are  anything  more  than 
temporarily  active. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  is  governed  wholly  by  the  indica- 
tions present,  and  thus  becomes  symptomatic. 

The  axiomatic  principle  of  the  treatmcTit  of  all  disorders  holds 
true  in  the  management  of  the  menopause,  and  tliat  is  to  make 
waste  and  repair  as  nearly  equal  as  professional  skill  will  permit. 
Thia  involves  n  most  careful  attention  to  the  secretions,  the  excre- 
tions, and  the  blood  state.     Women  suffering  from  a  deficiency  of 
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secretions,  a  retention  of  excretions,  or  from  impoverished  blood, 
are  sure  to  present  many  serious  symptoms  at  the  menopause. 

The  state  of  the  alimentary  tract  demands  particular  attention. 
The  fermentative  dyspepsias  are  productive  of  more  symptoms  at 
the  change  of  life  than  at  any  other  period.  Gastric  lavations,  cre- 
osote, salicine,  corrosive  sublimate,  and  other  antiseptic  remedies  are 
indicated.  A  tender  liver  and  chronic  constipation  call  for  daily 
laxatives.  Cascara,  compound  liquorice  |X)wder,  Huiiyadi  salts, 
Rochelle  salts,  and  other  salines  are  highly  useful.  The  salines 
are  especially  indicated  when  anemia  is  not  too  profound,  because 
their  depletory  action  lessens  congestion,  an  efl'ect  greatly  needed  at 
this  period  of  a  woman's  life.  Daily  defecation  should  be  insisted 
upon.  Constipation,  producing  numberless  reflexes  and  leading 
to  fecal  anemia,  is  a  most  deplorable  condition  aud  should  not  be 
tolerated. 

The  renal  system  is  to  be  carefully  considered.  Renal  insuf- 
ficiency must  be  corrected.  Lithemia  may  be  eliminated  by  the 
free  use  of  lithic-acid  solvents,  as  the  citrate  of  potassium  or  lithium. 
Lithic  acid  is  the  parent  of  many  neuralgias  and  mucous-meuibniiie 
disorders.  Ignoring  its  presence  frequently  defeats  the  physician's 
treatment. 

The  cutaneous  system  should  not  be  ignored.  Frequent  warm 
baths  are  useful.  Above  all,  the  skin  should  be  protected  from 
changes  of  temperature  by  suitable  underwear.  Chilling  the  sur- 
face of  the  body  facilitates  many  minor  internal  congestions,  which 
can  be  avoided  by  proper  attention  to  the  clotliing.  The  systematic 
use  of  general  massage  and  Turkish  baths  invites  the  blood  to 
the  skin,  tending  thus  to  equalize  the  circulation  and  to  relieve 
internal  congestions. 

The  condition  of  the  heart  demands  attention  in  many  cases. 
One  of  the  most  common  complaints  is  paroxysmal  tachycardia, 
which  comes  ami  goes  erratically,  lasting  when  present  from  min- 
utes to  days,  the  intervals  of  absence  varying  similarly.  The 
attacks  come  on  without  warning,  even  during  sleep,  accompanied 
by  violent  action  uf  the  heart,  pulsation  of  the  carotids  and  aorta, 
cephalalgia,  and  Hushes.  A  consuming  fear  uf  apojdexy  or  sudden 
death  prostrates  the  patient.  Her  general  state  becomes  demoral- 
ized by  repetitions  of  the  attack.  Sleep  is  disturbed  by  horrible 
dreams,  and  she  becomes  the  victim  of  general  nervous  depression, 
Occasiouallv  oedema  without  albuminuria  is  observed.     These  at- 
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tacks  generally  do  not  depend  upon  organic  cardiac  disease,  but 
upon  local  congestion  of  the  heart-centre  in  the  medulla  oblongata, 
doubtless  a  reflex,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  from  the  alimentary 
tract.  This  statement  is  cotiHrraed  by  the  relief  following  the  use 
of  remedies  addressed  to  the  digestive  apparatus. 

All  cases  coraplicatetl  with  cardiac  symptoms  demand  a  most 
careful  examination  of  the  heart.  Severe  and  long-continued  men- 
orrhagia  is  often  associated  with  feeble  heart.  A  fatty  heart,  as 
well  as  a  feeble  heart,  is  attended  with  impeded  circulation,  as 
b  shown  by  oedema,  albuminuria,  dyspnea,  and  palpitation.  It  is 
a  grave  error  to  attribute  such  symptoms  to  nervousness  or  hys- 
teria or  to  the  change  of  life. 

The  blood  state  frequently  demands  attention.  Anemia  is  often 
cause<l  by  the  dyspepsias  and  constipation.  When  it  arises  from 
hemorrhages,  especial  attention  should  be  given  to  the  most  absolute 
quietude  in  bed  and  to  hemostiitic  measures.  Blood-poverty  is  the 
cause  frequently  of  the  most  annoyinj;  and  obstinate  functional  dis- 
turbances of  the  nervous  system ;  hence  its  correction  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Where  plethora  exists  venesection  is  in  many 
cases  most  urgently  demanile<l,  Blootlletting  is  a  lost  art  to-day ; 
where  it  is  inadmissible,  saline  cathartics  can  be  freely  used.  Bleecl- 
ing  from  the  arm  or  from  the  cervix  uteri  gives  more  speedy  and 
protracted  relief  than  any  other  measure;  it  raiely  does  harm. 
Leeches  can  be  used  over  the  region  of  the  round  ligament  at  the 
external  abdominal  ring,  or  at  the  anus,  in  cases  of  ovarian  or  uterine 
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Mental  therapeutics  should  not  be  ignored.  The  depressing 
emotions  exert  a  deleterious  influence  on  woman  at  this  period  of 
life.  Hence  worry,  care,  anxiety,  and  unnecessary  responsibilities 
fthould  be  cast  aside  a.s  nuit-h  as  possible.  Social  diversions,  amuse- 
ment.'?, and  congenial  occupations  ought  to  be  encouraged.  Oppor- 
tunities for  depressing  introspection  should  be  guarded  against 
aeduloiisly. 

The  nervous  symptoms  so  common  at  this  time,  as  flushes,  trem- 
blings, headaches,  etc.,  dependent  on  local  congestion  of  certain  areas 
of  the  nervous  centres,  are  best  relieved  by  the  bromides.  These 
agents  decongest  aiul  benumb,  hence  their  wonderfully  satisfactory 
action  in  women  parsing  through  the  change  of  life.  The  effects 
of  these  preparations  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  The  choice  of 
a  bromide  is  not  altogether  inconsequential.     The  ammonium  bro- 
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niide  is  very  speedy  in  its  action,  but  it  h  far  too  evanescent.  The 
pota-ssiuni  bromide  is  much  slower  and  more  penuanent  in  its  effect, 
but  its  depressant  influence  on  the  heart  in  large  doses  is  objection- 
able. All  potassium  salts  in  full  doses  arc  cardiac  de]>ressants.  A 
more  pitiable  combination  tlian  a  woman  suffering  from  severe 
nervous  man ifesUU ions  in  the  meuopausi^,  combined  witli  an  induced 
cardiac  debility,  is  difficult  to  imagine.  The  sodium  bromide  is 
the  best  of  all  bromides  to  use.  It  is  markedly  diuretic  and  does  not 
materially  depress  the  heart.  The  tendency  of  the  bromides  to  pro- 
thice  ai'ne  can  be  largely  averted  by  tin-  use  of  arsenic,  in  tlie  form  uf 
Fowler's  solution,  after  meals.  The  effects  of  tlie  l>romides  are  won- 
derful in  relieving  pains,  flushes,  nervousness,  and  mild  melancliolia. 
Used  in  combination  with  camphor,  their  anaphrodisiac  action,  where 
needed,  is  most  gratifying.  Too  much  caution  against  the  miscella- 
neous use  of  narcotics  and  diffusible  stimuli  cannot  be  entertained. 
The  use  of  opium  and  chloral  is  especially  objectionable,  unless 
the  suffering  becomes  unendurable,  when  tliey  should  be  u.sed  for 
the  brietest  period  of  time  and  interdicted  by  the  physician's 
specific  onlering.  The  objection  to  their  use  is  the  fear  of  estal)- 
lishing  the  opium  or  chloral  Imbit  at  this  impressionable  time,  when 
a  w^oman  will  resort  to  anything  to  secure  relief,  irrespective  of 
consequences. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  it  will  be  seen  that  the  object  of 
therapeutic  attack  must  be  sought  for,  chiefly,  outside  of  the  pelvic 
organs.  It  is  understood  that  uterine,  tubal,  and  ovarian  con- 
gestions, when  found,  are  to  be  treated  secundum  arlem.  The 
remainder  of  the  treatment  of  women  at  the  climacteric  is  purely 
symptomatic.     There  is  no  specific  treatment  of  the  menopause. 

Composition  and  Quantity  of  tJie  Memtnml  Discharge, — ^The 
flow  at  first  is  raucous  in  character,  gradually  changing  color  till 
it  becomes  distinctJvelv  sanijuineous.  It  hiL«i  an  acid  reaction  from 
phosphoric  and  lactic  acids  ;  a  peculiar  odor,  due  to  fatty  acids;  and 
consists  of  blood  (venous),  sCTum,  ciliated  vaginal  epithelium,  and 
the  debris  of  an  endometrium  necrosis,  mixed  with  pigment,  broken- 
down  blo(Kl-di:sks,  and  granular  detritus.  It  is  ordinarily  non- 
coagulable,  owing  to  the  mucus  that  it  contains.  When  there  is 
disproportionately  too  large  a  quantity  of  blood  present,  as  in  men- 
orrhagia,  eoagulation  is  common.  Hence,  when  women  flow  too 
freely,  as  from  a  disea.sed  condition  of  the  pelvic  organs,  it  is  exceed- 
ingly common  to  see  coagula  discharged  ;  therefore,  the  attempt  to 
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prove  that  coagula  in  tlic  menses  indicate  an  abortion  is  fallacious. 
At  first  in  normal  women  the  discharge  is  pale,  at  the  height  of  the 
flow,  deep  red,  and  toward  the  last,  again  jiale.  In  chlorotic  women 
is  seen  the  pale  flow,  or  metistruaiio  alba.  It  is  erroneous  to  say 
that  the  discharge  is  poisonous,  having  an  injurious  effect  on  living 
things,  as  men,  animals,  and  plants.  Its  mucous  element  possesses 
at  times  an  injurious  and  irritating  effect  on  the  male  urethra, 
causing  a  peculiar  chronic  urethritis.  One  can  but  be  impressed 
by  the  wisdom  of  the  Mosaic  edict  forbidding  cohabitation  with  a 
menstruating  woman. 

Some  women  are  said  to  be  free  from  the  function  of  menstrua- 
lion.  Close  inquiry,  however,  usoally  reveals  the  fact  of  a  periodic 
wlute  discharge  occurring  from  their  genital  organs. 

The  amount  of  the  discharge  varies  from  four  to  eight  ounces. 
The  recorded  observations  of  extremes  vary  from  two  to  eighteen 
ounces.  Many  conditions  cause  variations  in  the  amount  in  the 
same  women,  as  health,  diet,  exercise,  climate,  and  sexual  excesses : 
consequently  there  is  nothing  fixed.  Hippocrates  thought  the 
Grecian  w^omen  shed  twenty  ounces  at  each  period.  Gralen  averred 
that  the  Romans  lost  eighteen  ounces.  Meigs  stated  fifty  years  ago 
that  many  healthy  Amcriciin  women  lose  twenty-one  ounces  as  the 
normal  ami  regular  elimination.  Such  amounts  must  be  regarded 
as  far  above  the  average. 

The  source  of  the  menstrual  discharge  is  the  endometrium.  It 
is  the  consequence  of  hyperemia  of  the  pelvic  organs:  the  uterus, 
tubes,  ovaries,  and  broad  ligaments.  The  contraction  of  the  mus- 
cular fibres  of  these  organs  compresses  the  veins,  retarding  the  flow 
of  blood  and  increasing  the  tension  in  the  capillaries,  which  rupture 
and  give  rise  to  the  appearance  of  the  menstrual  flow.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  congestion,  the  volume  of  the  uterus  increases  a 
quarter,  a  third,  and  sometimes  more.  At  this  time  the  pampini- 
form plexus  becomes  so  distended  that  in  lean  women  it  can  very 
often  be  detected  by  conjoined  manipulation.  The  turgid  uterus 
undergoes  a  true  anorthosis.  The  cervix  becomes  larger  and  softer. 
The  endometrium  swells,  becoming  folded  and  mammillated.  The 
epitheiia  become  loosened  and  pushed  off.  The  hypertrophied 
mucous  glands  become  the  seat  of  an  abundant  secretion.  The 
lining  membrane  of  the  fundus  yieltls  the  largest  part  of  the  cata- 
menial  discharge,  because  of  its  looser  anatomical  texture,  while  the 
rvical  canal,  having  more  resisting  vessels,  which  do  not  burst. 
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amount  of  mueiis,  having  more  or  less  odor.  The  vulva  often 
becomes  tumefied,  and  is  sometimes  the  seat  of  mild  pruritus,  thus 
explaining  the  frequently  experienced  mieturition. 

The  menstrual  discharge,  composed  of  blood,  mucus,  serum, 
cpithelia,  and  the  debris  of  granular  detritus,  is  a  very  complex 
fluid.  The  endometrium,  undergoing  rapid  degeneration,  is  shed 
in  patches  and  slireds.  It  is  called  the  decidua  menstrualis. 
This  decidua  is  developed  from  the  upper  part  of  the  uterine 
mucous  membrane,  ami  does  not  involve  the  Fallopian  tubes  or 
cervix  uteri.  The  slietlding  and  the  redevelopment  of  this 
decidua  are  matters  involving  much  speculation.  It  is  generally 
conceded  at  present  that  it  is  cast  off  in  fragments — sometimes  in 
one  or  two  large  pieces.  Within  a  few  days  it  is  re-ftirnied, 
and  its  shedding  again  repeated.  Should  conception  occur,  the 
decidua  menslnialU  becomes  the  decidua  vera.  The  decidua  men- 
tstnialis  is  a  very  important  factor   in   membranous  dysmenorrhea. 

The  syndrojna  viensb-ualis  includes  the  attendant  phenomena 
of  a  menstruation,  preceding  and  accompanying  it.  They  are  both 
general  and  local. 

Oeneral. — The  entire  glandular  system  is  stimulated.  The  sudo- 
riparous glands  secrete  increasedly,  and  in  many  women  the  mlor 
of  the  perspiration  becomes  characteristically  pungent.  The  bron- 
chial glands  secrete  more  actively.  The  alimentiiry  secretions  are 
incresised  in  many  women  to  such  a  degree  that  they  are  inclined 
to  eat  voraciously,  while  many  other  women  have  diarrheal  at  the 
outlet  of  the  menstrual  flow.  Pigmentary  deposit  under  the  eyes 
and  on  the  nipples,  genitals,  face,  and  neck  is  common.  An 
increased  deposit  of  fat  beneath  the  skin  in  most  parts  of  the  body 
very  commonly  accompanies  the  establishment  of  the  genital  life  of 
woman,  and  all  the  contours  become  more  rounded  and  graceful. 
The  volume  of  blood  la  augmented  and  cardiac  action  and  arterial 
tension  are  increa.sed.  Malaise  and  lassitude  supervene.  Many 
giria  experience  a  nervousness  bordering  upon  uncontrollability. 
Alternate  subjective  sensations  of  heat  and  cold  are  often  ex|)e- 
•rionced. 

Local. — The  vulva  becomes  more  prominent  and  filled  out.  The 
uterus  and  vagina  enlarge.  Pubic  and  axillary  hair  apj)oar.  The 
mammary  glands  increase  in  size  and  become  sensitive,  the  nip- 
ples grow  larger  and  darker.  The  pelvis  becomes  broader.  The 
mental  changes  exhibit  the  occurrence  of  .sexual  desires,  by  the 
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development  of*  more  reserve  and  the  abandonment  of  hoydenisb 
ways.  Increased  micturitions,  yawniugs,  cramps,  and  hiccough  are 
common.  Hemorrliages  occurring  at  the  same  time  from  other  parts 
are  known  as  sui)plemental  menstruation.  Piles,  if  they  exist,  are 
more  congested  and  nrevi  are  deeper  colored. 

Vicarious  or  ectopic  menstruation,  or  xenomenia,  consists  of  a 
bloody  discharge  from  some  other  organ  tlian  the  uterus,  either 
with  or  without  a  minimum  menstrual  flow  at  the  same  time. 
When  the  minimum  menstrual  ilischarge  occurs,  vicarious  or 
supplementary  menses  takes  [)lace  from  the  lungs,  the  nose,  the 
alimentary  canal,  or  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue.  Where  there 
is  no  uterine  hemorrhage,  the  vicarious  menstruation  may  arise 
from  the  lungs,  nose,  alimentary  canal,  mouth,  the  surface  of  a  sore, 
from  an  erectile  tumor,  the  skin,  the  conjunctiva,  the  nipples,  the 
gums,  the  bladder,  the  ear,  or  the  stump  of  an  ovarian  cyst.  The 
nose  is  the  most  frequent  seat  of  vicarious  menstruation.  In  men- 
strual hemoptysis  it  is  of  vast  ini|x)rtance  to  exclude  tuberculosis. 
Occurring  from  the  skin,  vicarious  menstruation  is  called  "  hemati- 
drosia  "  or  "  sweating  blood." 

Retention  of  menses,  or  hematometra,  is  an  accumulation  of  the 
menstrual  flow  within  the  uterus,  its  exit  being  prevented  by  a 
defect  of  formation  of  the  uterus,  cervix,  vagina,  or  vulva.  Such 
cases  may  be  denominated  apparent  amenorrhea.  At  first  they  are 
regarded  as  amenorrhea.  Much  pain  characterizes  them,  and  they 
njay  be  regarded  as  practically  to  occupy  a  place  between  amen- 
orrhea and  dysmenorrhea.  Every  month  the  patient  presents 
painful  disturbance  centering  in  the  hypogai^trium.  Cephalalgia 
may  occur,  with  flushing,  accelerated  pulse,  eniesis,  intestinal  and 
vesical  disturbance,  and  leg  pains.  In  a  few  days  these  phenomena 
subside,  only  to  reappear  in  about  twenty-eight  days.  The  general 
health  at  length  deteriorates.  Sooner  or  later  the  abdomen  swells. 
A  mild  degree  of  sepsis  may  occur,  commonly  hastening  to  a  climax. 
Soon  thereafter  the  physician  is  called  to  investigate,  and  an  atresia 
is  discovered. 

Cases  of  uterus  bicomis  have  been  reported  where  one  cornu  was 
patulous  while  an  atresia  of  the  other  existed,  C4iusing  a  retention 
of  the  menses.  Dec^s  reported  such  a  case  in  1854  wherein  rupture 
and  a  fatal  peritonitis  occurred. 

Cases  of  retention  may  be  congenital  or  acquired.  In  the  former 
tliere  is  some  congenital  defect  or  some  condition  acquired  in  child- 
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hood.  In  the  latter  the  atresia  most  commonly  follows  parturition 
or  syphilitic  invasion. 

The  intermenstrual  molimen  consists  of  the  presence,  in  some 
women,  of  all  the  discomforts  of  a  menstruation  without  a  bloody 
ilischarge,  occurring  midway  between  two  mtinihly  periods.  Many 
women  experience  it  in  full  intenBity,  while  others  have  it  in  only 
a  slight  degree.  Oftentimes  therapeutic  measures  are  necessary  to 
control  these  intervening  paiuH. 

Menstruation  and  Ovulation. — Till  within  a  few  years  those  two 
functions  were  considered  a.s  one,  the  flow  being  regarded  a.s  the 
external  manifestation  of  ovulation.  At  present  this  view  is  opposed 
by  many  writers.  Formerly  no  one  felt  disposed  to  question  the 
accepted  theory  that  the  ovaries  controlled  menstruation.  After  the 
removal  of  the  ovaries  became  a  common  operation,  it  was  found 
that  nearly  all  w^onien  undergoing  this  procedure  ceased  menstruat- 
ing, and  then  the  conclusion  was  confirmed  that  the  ovaries  pre- 
sided over  the  function  of  meii-struation.  Later  it  wa.s  observed 
that  occasionally  a  woman  was  found  who  continued  to  menstruate 
after  oophorectomy.  This  led  to  questionings  which  threatened  to 
uproot  the  time-honored  theory  of  the  interdependence  of  menstrua- 
tion and  ovulatioii.  Very  soon  thereafter  one  prominent  l.i|)aroto- 
mist  boldly  announced  his  belief  that  the  Fallopiiui  tubes  coutroUed 
the  function  of  menstruation,  his  argument  being,  that  when  the 
ovaries  and  tubes  were  completely  removed,  menstruation  never 
appeared  thereafter.  He  thus  explained  that  menstruation  after 
oophorectomy  occurred  because  not  all  of  the  tubes  was  removed. 
In  time  it  was  found  that  even  after  the  removal  of  ovaries  and 
tubes  cases  of  menstruation  or  of  monthly  flow  were  occasionally 
reported;  hence  the  true  explanation  of  the  cause  of  menstruation 
xeemed  not  to  have  been  supplied.  Further  speculation  fullowed. 
The  latest  theory  of  causjition  advancetl,  is,  that  neither  the  ovaries 
nor  the  tubes  control  menstruation.  Instead,  it  is  the  tubo-uterine 
plexus  of  sympathetic  nerves  which  causes  the  appearance  of  the 
menses.  Removal  of  the  ovaries  does  not  always  annihilate  the 
integrity  of  this  plexus,  nor  do(»  every  case  of  removal  of  the  tubes ; 
therefore  where  this  plexus  remains  uninjured  the  monthly  flow 
will  continue  to  appear.  Speculation  on  this  much-mooted  question 
is  still  rife.  The  following  statements  may  be  accepted  ju*  the  status 
of  professional  opinion  on  this  subject  at  this  time:  1.  That  ovu- 
lation and  menstruation  are  closely  associated,  bul  not  necessarily 
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interde[)endent ;  2.  That  ovulation  may  occur  without  menstruation; 
3.  That  conception  very  often  occurs  without  menstruation. 

Pertinent  to  the  hist  statement  may  be  mentioned  the  fact  that 
many  women  go  for  years  without  menstruating,  while  they  are 
bearing  cJiildren  in  rapid  succes^sion  and  suckling  them.  One 
case,  reported  in  18751,  .showed  that  a  peasant-woman  married 
before  menstruation  began,  became  pregnant  and  bore  and  suckled 
sixteen  children  in  the  succeeding  twenty-one  years,  wlien,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-six,  she  menstruated  for  the  first  time.  Afterward  in 
her  widowhood  she  menstruated  regularly.  It  is  claimed  that  ova 
are  developed  in  the  earliest  infancy,  during  lactation,  and  even  after 
the  menopause.  Evidence  has  repeatedly  been  adduced,  in  reported 
cases,  of  ovulation  occurring  during  pregnancy.  Facts  such  as  these 
supply  irrefragable  evidence  that  ovulation  occurs  without  produ- 
cing menstruiition.  The  final  settlement  of  the  relation  existing 
between  menstruation  and  ovulation  is  still  waiting  unassailable 
demonstration. 

Memlrmdion.  during  Pregnancy. — When  a  woman  is  pregnant 
her  menstruation  does  not  appear;  that  is  a  rule,  to  which,  how- 
ever, there  are  exceptions.  The  exceptions  are  atypical :  some 
women  menstruate  once  after  concej)tion,  some  twice,  and  others 
oftener.  Whether  the  flux  is  a  pure  and  simple  menstrual  flow 
has  perhaps  been  questioned,  but  the  fact  is  indisputable  that  it 
has  appeared  promptly  on  time  and  has  acted  just  like  a  genuine 
menstrual  flow.  Such  discharges  of  blood  have  been  called  "  acci- 
dentail  hemorrhages,"  and  not  the  tyiiical  bloody  flow  of  menstrua- 
ation.  The  writer  recalls  a  woman  whom  he  has  attended  in  five 
out  of  her  six  confinements,  in  whom  the  calculation  of  the  time 
of  her  delivery  was  always  computed  from  the  date  of  quicken- 
ing, it  being  impossible  to  determine  when  conception  occurred, 
because  .she  always  had  her  monthly  flow  up  to  the  fifth  month 
of  gestation. 

The  decidua  vera  and  the  dccid^m  rejteza  do  not  coalesce  and 
occupy  the  entire  uterine  cavity  till  the  end  of  the  third  month  of 
gestation.  Till  that  time  it  is  easily  understood  whence  arises  the 
flow — namely,  from  the  uninvaded  endometrium.  After  the  third 
month,  however,  the  menstrual  flow  must  arise  from  the  cervical 
canal,  and  it  will  be  small  in  quantity — a  fact  which  comports  with 
observations.  These  remarks  in  no  way  apply  to  cases  of  bloody  flow 
in  pregnant  women  who  have  uterine  cancer,  an  inflammatory  or 


MENSTRUATION   AND    ITS  ANOMALIES. 


97 


congested  cervix,  a  polypus  or  cardiac  disease,  nor  to  cases  of  extra- 
uterine pregnancy.  Cases  are  related  in  which  patients  habitually 
menstruate  only  when  pregnant.  That  a  woman  can  menstruate 
and  ovulate  after  fecundation  is  shown  by  superfetation. 

Management  of  Menstruating  Women. 

Physicians  should  instruct  niotliers  to  secure  rest  and  quietude 
for  the  girl  entering  on  her  menstrual  experience.  Ignorance  of 
this  function  on  tiie  part  of  the  girl  is  highly  cul})able  in  the  mother. 
Many  a  young  woman  has  injured  herself  irreparably  by  attempts 
at  concealing  her  flow,  supposing  it  to  be  something  disgraceful. 
Thus,  wa.shing  in  cold  water,  in  brooks  and  streams,  has  beeu  done 
to  conceal  a  supp>^ibly  shameful  condition. 

Fio.  87. 


MenslniMl  Pad. 


Where  it  is  practicable  the  young  woman  should  remain  in  bed 
two  or  three  <lay8  or  lojiger  during  her  menstruation.  She  is  the 
better  for  such  enforced  quietn<]e  and  freedom  from  the  usual  wear 
and  tear  of  her  nervous  energy,  incicjent  to  active  youthfulness, 
at  a  time  when  her  system  is  learning  to  acromiiiodate  itself  to  a 
new  experience.  Books,  magazines,  and  pictures  can  entertain  her 
<luring  these  days  of  restraint.  She  becomes  accustomed  to  the 
monthly  quietude  !in<l  accepts  it  without  a  murmur.  Every  woman 
ix  Ix'tier  otf  for  such  resting,  and  it  should,  whenever  possible,  be 
Kecureil  for  girls,  during  the  first  year,  at  least,  of  their  menstrual 
life.  Where  it  is  impracticable,  her  duties  should  be  renderetl  as 
light  as  po.<«ilble,  and  everything  in  the  way  of  severe  exertion 
should  be  avoided.  It  is,  unfortunately,  only  too  often  the  caw 
that  n«)  rest  nor  les.sening  of  arduous  duties  can  l>e  securwl  to 
yoong  women.     Such  women  grow  old  too  soon. 
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Amenorrhea. 

Definition. — Amenorrhea  is  the  nbsence  of  the  menses  in 
adult  wonitMi  who  are  not  pregnant,  have  not  j)assed  the  meno- 
pause, nr  ii*j  not  suffer  from  retention  of  the  menstrual  How.  It 
iii  not,  per  se,  a  disease.  It  results  from  a  variety  of  causes 
which  may  affect  either  the  system  at  hirge,  or  tlie  genital  organs 
in  particular.  Thus  we  may  have  amenorrhea  resulting  from 
general  aa  well  as  from  loc^l  causes. 

Complele  amenorrhea  is  the  total  absence  of  menstruation,  whereas 
cmnparat'tve  avienorrhca  is  that  condition  in  which  the  menstru- 
ation ii]i[wars  only  occasionally.  Fiimary  or  permanent  anjeimr- 
rhea  is  the  expression  used  to  describe  cases  wherein  menstruation 
has  never  occurred.  Secondary,  irarmtory  or  accidental  amenor- 
rhea has  been  called  suppressio  menslum. 

Causi^s. — To  simplify  the  causation  of  all  amenorrheas  the 
etiology  may  be  reduced  to  the  following : 

Normal  menstruation  requires  the  ibltowing  conditions: 

1.  A  norma!  condition  of  the  nervous  system  ; 

2.  A  normal  state  (►f  the  blood-supply  ; 

3.  Integrity  of  the  entire  genital  appuratus. 

With  those  three  conditions  in  existence  a  woman  will  menstru- 
ate normally  and  regularly.  Serious  interference  with  one  or  more 
of  them  will  produce  amenorrhea. 

The  nervous  system  pi-esides  over  all  functions  of  the  body. 
When  it  is  disordered  seriously,  the  functions  are  in  turn  seriously 
disordered.  Menstruation  must  be  regarded  as  a  reflex  act.  Any 
break  or  interference  in  the  cycle  of  the  reflex  movement  may 
8us|>end  the  menstrual  flow  entirely.  Hence  amenorrhea  may 
arise  through  defects  in  the  nervous  system. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  state  that  there  must  be  enough  good 
hlood  present  in  the  system  before  a  woman  can  menstruate  nor- 
mally. Its  absence  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  causes  of  the  cessation 
nf  the  flow. 

That  the  entire  genital  system  must  be  in  a  normal  condition  to 
permit  menstruation  is  self-evident.  The  organs  must  all  be  pres- 
ent, free  from  stenoses  and  from  degenerative  structural  changes. 
In  enumerating  the  following  cau.ses  of  amenorrhea  it  will  read- 
ily be  observed  that  each  bears  upon  one  or  more  of  the  three 
conditions.     Therefore,  bearing  them  in  mind  will  enable  the  stu- 
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dent  and  practitioner  to  ariunge  the  various  causes  systematically 
and  in  order.  The  pojnilur  idea  that  amenorrhea  is  productive  of 
dangerous  con-stilutionai  conditions,  as  consumption,  drojjsy,  chlo- 
rosis, nervous  prostration,  and  the  like,  will  be  clearly  understood 
to  be  a  reversal  of  cause  and  effect. 

Whatever  seriously  affects  the  general  nutrition  may  stop  the 
menses  temporarily.  Thus,  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever  or  any  other 
serious  disease  nuiy  cjitise  unienorrhea  for  several  months.  Through 
such  illnesses  the  function  of  lietnatosis  is  impaired,  {treventiug  the 
general  nutrition  of  the  system.  Thus  tin*  nervous  system  with  Its 
infinite  reHexes  fails  to  perform  all  of  its  functions.  Menstruation, 
doubtless  a  reflex,  slnires  the  neglect  whenever  the  general  nervous 
system  is  not  well  nourished.  The  di.sea.ses  that  most  frequently 
cause  amenorrliea  are  chlorosis  antl  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  It  is 
produced  by  the  anemia  that  follows  the  essential  fevers,  pneumo- 
nia, Bright's  di.sea.se,  diabetes,  morphinism,  cancerous  or  malarial 
cachexia,  alcoholism,  hydrargyrism,  acute  or  chronic  surgicivl  affec- 
tions, and  the  onset  of  profound  syphilitic  invasion. 

Extreme  mental  emotion,  sus  fright,  grief,  anxiety,  or  great  anger, 
may  suspend  the  function  of  menstruation.  Women  anxious,  from 
misconduct,  to  menstruate,  will  often  fail  to  do  so.  Conversely, 
CH.ses  of  cure  by  some  sudden  emotion  have  been  recorded.  Pris- 
oners and  insane  women  are  often  victims.  Uysierin  gravior  is 
frequently  characterized  by  the  cessation  of  the  menses.  The 
emotional  amenorrhea  of  the  newly-married  is  well  known.  The 
anxiety  of  the  woman  intensely  desirous  to  hfconw  a  mother  will 
CHU.se  a  cessation  of  the  menses,  often  accompanied  by  tympanites. 
Pelvic  disorders  may  cause  amenorrhea,  as :  imperfect  or  rndi- 
nientary  development;  absence  of  the  ovaries  or  uterus;  cystic 
ovarian  degeneration  ;  pelvic  peritonitis  with  its  resultinit  adhe- 
sions, deforming  suid  displacing  the  general  sispect  and  position  of 
the  pelvic  organ^^ ;  acute  metritis  and  endometritis,  chronic  iliseases 
of  the  uterine  parenchyma  and  parametrium,  and  hyjK'rini'olution 
of  the  uterus  following  pregnancy- 
Girls  who,  <luring  the  jx'riod  f»f  active  development  of  the  gen- 
erative organs,  are  urged  on  in  intellectual  studies  without  a  suf- 
ficiency of  active  exercise,  fresh  air  and  good  Iiealthy  hygienic 
surroundings,  very  commonly  suffer  from  amenorrhea.  The 
ffis  nervosa  necessary  to  physical  development  is  perverted  »ind 
expended  in  mentid  work,  resulting  in  delayed  or  imj)erfectly  de- 
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veloped  generntive  organs.  Being  the  last  developed,  these  organs 
are  the  first  to  tail  in  tulfilliog  their  functiou. 

Great  changes  in  the  mode  of  living  often  develop  this  condition. 
Thus,  nurses  in  training-schoola  at  tinies  cease  to  niens^truute  fur  a 
period  of  two  to  six  months  after  entering  upon  their  new  mode 
of  life.  There  is  often  a  suppression  of  menstruation  following 
a  sea-voyage. 

Rapidly  increasing  ohe^ity  with  its  resultant  anemia,  insuf- 
ficient exercise,  and  luxurious  living,  are  all  well-recognized  cjiuses 
of  comparative  amenorrhea. 

One  of  the  commonest  causes  of  acute  amenorrhea  is  exposure 
to  cold  during  a  menstrual  period  ;  cold  bathing,  sitting  or  lying 
in  currents  of  cold  air,  sitting  on  cold  stone  steps,  and  a  change 
of  linen,  are  common  modes  of  such  exposure. 

Traumatic  injuries  can  also  cause  this  condition.  Nearly  every 
physician  of  experience  can  recall  some  case  of  amenorrliea  caused 
by  a  blow  or  injury. 

Renal  insufficiency  is  often  a  cause.  Enibryologically,  the 
urinary  and  the  generative  organs  arise  from  the  mesoblast  in  the 
ovum.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  understand  that  interruption  to  the 
physiological  action  of  one  set  of  these  fuudamentul  organs  may  lead 
to  the  interruption  of  that  of  the  other.  Tiie  logical  sequence  of 
cause  and  effect,  herein,  may  be  assailed,  but  the  therapeutic  proof 
is  brilliant  and  incontestable.  The  writer  has  repeatedly  seen  cases 
of  comparative  amenorrhea,  with  no  other  discernible  cause  than 
renal  insufficiency,  corrected  by  the  use  of  stimulating  diuj-etics. 

DiAOXOSis. — AH  cases  of  amenorrhea  must  be  carefully  exam- 
ined, even  under  complete  anesthesia. 

First,  it  should  be  dofinitely  settled  whether  the  case  is  pri- 
mary or  seeondiiry.  Primary  amenorrhea,  where  menstruation 
has  never  occurred,  at  once  leads  to  questioning  whether  the  ute- 
rus, tubes,  and  ovaries  be  present  in  their  entirety.  If  present, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  an  atresia  of  the  cer- 
vical canal,  vagina,  or  vulva  exists.  If  the  prodromic  symptoms 
of  a  menstruation  have  never  been  present,  the  suspicion  of  the 
absence  of  one  or  more  of  the  generative  organs  will  strongly  obtain. 
If  these  prodromic  symptoms  have  been  present,  repeatedly,  at  lunar 
intervals,  with  no  succeeding  menstrual  flow,  the  suspicion  is  at  once 
excited  that  an  atresia  exists,  and  that  the  menstrual  flow  is  retained 
within  the  genital  passages. 
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If  the  case  be  one  of  secoii<lary  umenorrheu,  the  CAUse  must  be 
sought  for  both  within  and  without  the  pelvis,  Pritiiarily,  preg- 
nancy and  lactation  must  be  excluded.  Witliin  the  pelvis  there 
may  exist  hyperinvohition  of  the  uterus  following  pregnancy — i.  e. 
H  senile  uterus.  Acute  metritis,  acute  endometritis,  or  an  intense 
chronic  metritis  may  be  found.  There  may  be  atrophy  or  cystic 
degeneration  of  both  ovaries.  Pelvic  peritonitis  may  be  present. 
Either  one  or  more  of  these  i>elvic  maladies  may  cause  an  amen- 
orrhea, although  the  reverse  usually  obtjuns  in  the  iiiflanimatory 
conditions. 

Without  the  pelvis  will  be  found  the  larger  proportion  of  causes 
of  the  cessation  of  the  menses.  Interferences  with  heraatosis  through 
disease  and  perversions  of  digestion  and  nutrition,  are  the  common- 
est of  all  causes  of  st'condary  amenorrhea.  A  careful  and  minute 
inquiry  as  to  the  anamnesis  of  this  condition  will  lead  to  the 
particular  line  of  approach  of  the  causal  anemia.  This  inquiry 
should  be  particular,  systematic,  and  exhaustive,  because  without 
it  the  practilioner  will  only  too  frequently  fail  to  learn  the  cause, 
and  consequently  to  institute  the  projier  treatment. 

After  securing  the  com]>letest  possible  case-history,  confirmation 
thereof  will  l>e  affortled  by  a  thorough  physicsil  examination.  Some- 
times such  an  examination  will  reveal  an  organic  valvular  heart 
lesion,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  physician.  If  the  investigations 
are  carried  no  further  the  treatment  will  not  include  a  slowly- 
advancing  Bright's  disease,  for  example,  which  has  led  to  the 
cardiac  lesion,  and  the  physician  will  fail  in  restoring  the  menses 
as,  |)erhap8,  have  other  practitioners  in  the  same  case.  Such  physi- 
cal examination  should  include  the  entire  sydeni ;  especially  the 
thorax  and  abdomen.  Only  the  superficial  observer  will  confine 
iii»  examination  to  the  pelvis.  It  is  surprising  to  note  how  often 
a  hydrothorax  or  a  tuberculous  kidney  will  be  found  as  causative 
factors  in  amenorrhea.  The  urine  should  always  be  analyzed. 
The  systematic  examiner  of  his  gynecological  cases  will  be  aston- 
ished at  the  discoveries  oftentimes  in  his  patients — discoveries  that 
have  80  easily  eluded  former  mediciil  attendants — discoveries  that 
shed  an  entirely    new   light  in  the  way  of  auise  and  effect. 

The  PRooNosiB  depends  entirely  uptjii  the  cau.se.  Amenorrhea 
from  the  absence  of  pelvic  organs  is  incurable.  Pulmonary  tuber- 
calosis  antl  other  incurable  disorders,  aa  advanced  Bright's  disease 
or  diabetes,  present  a  gloomy  prognosis.     In  ca.ses  of  hyperinvo- 
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lutioii  of  the  litems  liie  prognosis  is  unfavorable.  Pflvic  iiiflain- 
matioiis,  ameuiible  to  treatmeut,  iifibrd  a  more  promising  prognosis. 
In  short,  only  where  the  cause  can  be  removed  is  there  reasonable 
hope  of  restoring  the  menstrual  flow. 

Thkatment. —  It  must  be  borne  in  niind  that  miiny  cases  of 
amenorrhea  exist  without  producing  any  kind  of  disturbance  of 
health.  The  absence  of  menstruation  is  simply  a  part  of  a  con- 
stitutional state.  There  is  no  local  treatment  that  will  re-astablish 
this  function.  In  patients  rapidly  progressing  along  the  way  of 
recovery  through  general  treatment,  load  treatment  will  often  be 
followed  by  the  restoration  of  the  menses,  but  this  is  not  post  hoc, 
propter  hoc.  The  uterus  can  easily  be  made  to  bleed,  hut  this 
must  not  l)e  confounded  with  menstruation.  Tn  truth,  we  cannot 
predict  jxjsitively  in  any  given  case  of  amenorrhea  that  our  treat- 
ment will  restore  the  menseii. 

Our  patient  must  be  regarded  as  an  entity  possessed  of  a  multi- 
plicity of  organs,  and  any  and  all  treatment  must  include  their 
functions  and  interdependence.  The  moment  the  physician  loses 
sight  of  this  general  fact,  his  treatment  becomes  the  merest  emj)i- 
ricism.  Tiie  fact  ought  not  to  be  ignored  that  a  remedy  given  to 
a  woman  progressively  improving  under  general  treatment,  and 
who  is  about  to  menstruate,  will  unjustly  be  proituunced  an  effect- 
ive emrnenagogue  Avhen  in  reality  it  hud  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  tlie  restoration  of  the  menses.  It  is  incontestable  that  many 
drugs  have  thus  been  endowed  with  a  virtue  never  possessed. 

The  cause  always  determines  the  treatment.  "When  pregnancy 
exists,  no  treatment  i.s  to  he  in.ftttuted.  Upon  ihi.s  point  the  prac- 
titioner must  ever  l>e  on  his  guard.  Designing  women  often  con- 
sult the  physician  for  amenorrhea  when  they  know  that  they  are 
pregnant,  hoping  that  something  will  be  done  "  to  bring  on  their 
courses  "  and  thus  interrupt  the  gestation.  In  all  cases  when  io 
doubt  the  physician  should  either  decline  to  give  local  examina- 
tions and  treatments,  or  simple  tonics  may  be  adtiiinistered  with 
the  instruction  that  the  [latient  return  in  a  month.  The  patient, 
seeing  the  object  of  her  desire  so  far  removed,  will  not  call  ag-aiu. 

The  necessary  anamnesis  (obtained  and  examination  having 
been  made,  the  point  of  therapeutic  attack  will,  as  a  rule,  have 
been  exposed.  Cases  amenable  to  treatment  should  be  treated 
ever  and  always  with  the  one  fundamental  object  in  view — viz.,  to 
restore  the  normal  jdiysiological  balance,  and  to  render  waste  and 
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repair  equal.  To  this  eii(i  it  is  necessary  to  resiure  fiitictions  where 
needed  ;  to  increase  the  activity  of  the  skin,  kidneys,  bowels,  liver ; 
to  augment  the  volume  of  the  blood  with  hematic  remedies;  to 
improve  and  invigorate  the  energy  of  the  general  circulation  by 
out-door  exposure  and  exercise ;  to  secure  the  needed  daily  regen- 
eration of  the  nervous  power  by  sufficient  sleep,  and  to  protect 
from  undue  exposure  an  already  enfeebled  system  by  a  sufficiency 
of  simple  and  sensible  clothing.  A  gynecologist  doing  this  sort 
of  work  invades  the  wide  domain  of  the  general  practitioner. 

A  <laily  laxative,  like  the  extract  of  cji!«cara  sagrada,  or  the 
compound  liquorice  powder,  at  bed-time,  and  a  tonic  after  meals, 
as  the  elixir  of  iron,  quinine,  strychnia,  and  phosphorus,  or 
arsenic,  or  the  mineral  acids,  will  be  required  in  the  majority  of 
cases.  If  renal  insufficiency  exists,  a  stimulating  diuretic  must 
l>e  added  to  the  laxative  and  tonic.  A  good  diuretic  is  tlie  coin- 
binatioti  of  the  potassium  acetate  with  digitalis,  or  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  of  calomel,  before  meals,  and  the  effervescing  granular  salts 
of  lithia  citrate  or  carbonate,  after  meals. 

With  the  reconstruction  of  the  general  health  the  menses  will 
usually  return  where  no  organic  pervei"sion  or  defect  remains. 

From  time  immemorial  remedies  have  been  vaunted  for  restor- 
ing the  menses.  To-day,  with  an  improved  knowledge  of  the 
pathology  of  amenorrhea,  the  number  of  eramenagogue  remedies 
has  become  greatly  <liminished.  Iron,  manganese,  and  electricity 
enjoy  the  largest  amount  of  favor  as  posses-sors  of  emmenagogue 
proi^erties.  Ergot,  rue,  savine,  and  the  essential  oils  are  now 
rarely  used  to  restore  the  menstrual  flow. 

The  use  of  iron  has  been  mentioned.  The  binoxide  or  lac- 
tate of  manganese  or  the  permanganate  of  postassium,  in  one-grain 
doses,  three  or  four  times  dailv  after  food,  has  found  favor  as  an 
emmenagogue ;  it  is  alleged  to  rictermine  an  increased  flow  of 
blood  to  the  pelvic  organs.  Pantonine,  in  ten-grain  doses  at 
be<l-time,  has  been  used  with  success  in  chlorotic  subjects  where 
manganese  has  failed. 

Electricity  has  been  used  to  restore  the  menses  by  a  number 
of  gynecologists  in  the  past  <lecade.  Its  successes  and  failures  do 
not  yield  the  most  unqualitied  enthusiasm  in  its  use.  Faradism 
may  give  gratifying  results.  St^itic  electricity  is  commended  in 
chloro-aneinic  girls.  The  continuous  current  is  used  with  the 
positive  pole  over  the  lumbar  or  iliac  regions  and  the   negative 
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]wle  in  the  uterine  cavity.  Thus  applied,  it  often  produces  an 
uterine  liemorrhage,  which  is  not  ulvvays  a  true  menstruation.  In 
cases  where  the  uterine  changes,  leading  up  to  a  inenstrual  flow, 
are  present  without  apparently  sufficient  menstrual  energy  to  even- 
tuate in  a  normal  periodical  discharge  of  blood,  electricity  will 
unduul»tedly  precipitate  tiie  desired  result.  Unable  to  determine 
positively  the  presence  of  such  uterine  changes  in  a  given  case, 
the  use  of  this  agent  nuist  be  more  or  less  empiriail. 

Galvanic  intra-uterine  stem  pessaries  are  oftentime8  efficacious 
in  relieving  amenorrhea :  they  consist  of  alternate  beads  of  zinc 
and  copper  arranged  un  a  stem. 

Intra-uterine  stem  pessaries  have  been  successfully  employed  in 
restoring  the  menses.  The  mechanical  irritation  and  cervical  dila- 
tation have  doubtless  contributed  to  impel  more  blood  to  the  uterus 
and  its  athiexa. 

Guaiacum  has  been  stronglv  recommended  in  amenorrhea  in 
subjects  of  marked  rheumatic  diathesis.  Tln^  \ve!l-knovvu  action 
of  cajiilhiry  stimulation  by  this  drug  doubtless  accounts  fur  its 
eflicacy  iu  restoring  the  flow. 

The  allegation  has  been  made  that,  as  strychnia  favors  muscu- 
lar contractility,  and  thus  can  aid  in  rupturing  the  Graafian  vesicles 
most  advanced  toward  maturity,  it  favois  ovulation.  Its  use  as  an 
emmenagogue  in  amenorrhea  has  been  favorably  reported, 

.Sodium  salicylate  has  been  successfully  employed  because  of  its 
power  to  produce  pelvic  congestion. 

Oxalic  acid,  in  half-grain  doses  three  or  four  times  a  day,  has  been 
highly  recommended  and  is  very  eifective.  It  has  been  known  to 
bring  about  a  miscarriage  when  accidentally  given  during  pregnancy. 

Indigo  has  recently  been  very  highly  recommended  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  TOndition.  It  cured  VH  out  of  14  cases ;  the  fourteenth 
was  a  failure  beean.sc  it  was  a  case  nf  pregnancy.  Under  its  use  the 
OS  uteri  becomes  soft  and  patulous,  admitting  the  intlex  finger. 

The  latest  advocated  method  of  treatment  of  amenorrhea  is  by 
j)sychotherapy.  Every  month  brings  reports  of  cures  by  hypnotism. 
These  cures  are  obtained  by  the  induction  of  the  liypnotic  state  and 
subsequent  suggestion.  It  is  alleged  that  results  truly  marvellous 
have  been  obtained  with  the  expectant  attention  induced  by  sug- 
gestion. In  the  present  chaotic  condition  of  the  entire  subject  of 
psychotherapy,  the  writer  is  content  with  barely  calling  attention  to 
hypnotism  in  this  connection. 
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Marriage  has  been  reeoinuioiided  aa  u  suitable  stimulant  in  some 
^^Stees  of  amenorrhea,  lu  view  of  tlie  fact  that  we  have  no  positive 
data  upon  which  to  base  a  prognostic  successss,  such  advice  is  ques- 
tionable; its  failure  wtuild  email  mental  misery  to  both  parties  to 
the  marriage.  Whenever  we  are  consulted  in  regard  to  the  mar- 
riage of  an  amenorrheie  woman,  a  tliorough  pelvic  examination  ia 
imperative.  Should  such  a  woman  marry  upon  medical  advice 
without  an  examination,  she  may  discover,  when  too  late,  that  she 
18  unfortunately  deformed,  by  the  lack  of  a  normal  development 
of  the  generative  organs,  Huch  an  eventiiation  has  led  to  more 
than  one  tragic  terminalion.  It  has  also  caused  tribunaJH  to  declare 
nullity  of  marriage  on  the  ground  of  error  as  to  the  sex  of  one 
of  the  parties. 

Amenorrhea  is  merely  a  symptom  of  some  general  disease,  except 
in  those  rare  ci»ses  of  malformation,  and  as  such,  re<pnres  no  loeal 
treatment,  nor  general  treatment  directed  solely  to  the  pelvic 
organs.  In  the  vast  majority  of  cases  it  causes  no  trouble  what- 
ever, the  patient  applying  for  treatment  simply  for  the  reason  that 
the  usual  flow  has  failed  to  appear.  The  mere  absence  of  the 
meases  should  be  ignored,  especially  when  no  other  symptoms  arise. 

Menorrhagia  and  Metrorrhagia. 

Defutition. — The  first  of  these  two  words  is  useil  to  exjiress  an 
excessive  meustruatiitn  ;  the  second,  for  a  flow  of  blood  not  only  at 
the  menstrual  time,  but  between  menstruations.  Neither  condition 
i«  a  disease ;  both  are  symptoms  of  some  well-defined  pathological 
condition.  The  latter  may  be  profuse  or  moderate.  The  patient 
who  menstruates  too  freely  is  said  to  have  menorrhagia,  while  one 
who  sheds  blood  between  the  menstrual  periods  is  said  to  have 
metrorrhagia.  Women  differ  in  the  amount  of  the  normal  flow. 
What  would  be  normal  flow  in  one  woman  wouhl  be  hemorrhage 
in  another;  accordingly,  whatever  the  amount  of  flow  a  woman 
may  have  in  health,  during  the  first  few  years  of  her  menstrinil 
life,  may  l)e  regarded  as  normal  for  her.  In  this  particular  each 
woman  ia  a  rule  unto  hei-self. 

FRFXiUEXCY. — Both  of  th(>se  conditions  are  commonly  met  with. 
They  nuiy  arise  frojn  jnany  varying  conditions.  Any  reliable  attempt 
at  the  expression  of  the  percentage  of  women  who  have  menorrhagia 
or  metrorrhagia  isnnot  be  made. 

Causeh. — The  numerous  conditions  causing  too  great  a  discharge 
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of  blood  from  the  uterus  derauml  most  careful  inquiry  for  tlieir 
rational  treatment.  Each  case  of  hemorrhage  shuuhl  be  investi- 
gated iudepeudeutly  for  its  cause,  ludeed,  all  successful  treatment 
will  depend  upou  the  finding  of  the  cause.  Frequently  the  same 
cau.se  |)roduce.s  the  two  conditions.  When  the  cause  is  an  aggra- 
vated one  it  may  occasion  the  continuous  discharge  of  blood — me- 
trorrhagia ;  during  its  process  of  dtsjippearance,  under  treatment, 
it  vviil  be  found  that  the  metrorrhagia  may  be  converted  into 
menorrhagia,  and  that,  in  turn,  may  give  way  to  the  normal  men- 
struation when  the  cause  is  entirely  removed.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  it  is  a  particular  I}'  diflicult  matter  to  differentiate  between 
the  cjiuses  of  menorrhagia  and  metrorrhagia. 

All  causes  of  uterine  hemorrhage  may  be  clas.sed  under  two 
heads,  general  and  local. 

Tiie  genernt  causes  involve  general  conditions,  and  are  the  fol- 
lowing: purpura,  pliimbism,  severe  icterus,  scorbutus,  Bright's 
disease,  the  spanemia  of  olwsity,  i)hosphorus-poisoning,  malarial 
poisoning,  the  early  stages  of  tubercular  invasion,  cardiac  disease, 
and  oftentimes,  plethora.  Hemorrhage  may  occur  in  the  progress 
of  an  acute  fever.  In  the  majority  of  the  above-nametl  general 
causes,  the  plasticity  of  the  blood  is  so  diminished  that  clot-forma- 
tion is  seriously  impairetl,  and  for  that  reason  the  loss  of  blood 
continues  indelinitely.  ISuch  patients  very  often  have  periods  of 
amenorrhea  of  indefinite  duration,  alternating  with  hemorrhages. 

The  local,  causes  may  be  reflex  or  direct.  In  the  former  cate- 
gory actual  di.se:ise  may  exist  or  be  absent.  Among  these  cases  may 
be  classed  the  hemorrhages  incident  to  puberty  and  the  menopause, 
to  the  tirst  intercourse,  to  lactation,  and  to  any  powerful  emotion. 
The  direct  causes  of  all  menorrhagias  and  metrorrhagias  are  the 
ones  that  demand  our  attention  in  the  vast  majority  of  all  hemor- 
rhages. They  include  nearly  every  disea.se  of  the  uterus  anil  its 
appendages,  as  metritis,  endometritis,  subinvolution,  granular  cer- 
vix, retained  secundines,  retro-displacements  of  the  uterus,  fibroids, 
cancer,  polypi,  pressure  outside  of  the  endometrium,  as  from  fibroid 
tumors  and  fecal  accumulations,  ovarian  tumors,  chronic  ovaritis, 
chronic  salpingitis,  hematocele,  and  acute  [>elvic  iutlammation. 

Attention  is  called  to  another  form  of  hemorrhage  from  the 
uterus,  occasionally  seen,  where  pregnant  women  shed  blood  from 
the  second  to  the  sixth  month  without  miscarrying,  and  apparently 
without  endangering  the  life  of  the  child.     Speculum  examination 
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carefully  made  fails  tu  reveal  the  cfuise.  The  gestation  ib  not  neces- 
sarily interrupted,  especially  under  the  conservative  treatment,  if  pro- 
longed rest  and  quietude  and  the  careful  abstinence  from  too  active 
curative  measures  be  observed.  Women  who  have  an  habitual  flow 
at  what  would  be  the  menstrual  period  if  they  were  not  pregnant 
are  not  included  in  this  class.  The  hemorrhage  comes  on  at  any 
time,  and  persists  indefinitely,  from  a  day  to  weeks,  without  inter- 
ruption, apparently  uninfluenced  by  anything  that  can  be  done. 

Patuology. — From  tlie  conditions  enumerated  above  it  will  be 
seen  that  whatever  condition  indicates  loo  free  a  flow  of  blood  to  the 
uterus  may  become  the  cause  of  hemorrliage.  Any  one  of  these 
conditions  existing  alone  may  produce  the  flow ;  with  several  coex- 
isting con<lilions  the  flow  is  still  more  certain  to  appear.  C)cc!u*;i((n- 
ally  violent  hemtirrhage  will  be  witnessetl  from  the  uterus,  when  u 
itareful  examination  will  fail  to  classify  the  cause. 

Prognosis. — If  the  cause  can  be  found  and  removed,  the  prog- 
nosis is  good.  \{'  the  cause  cannot  be  found,  the  treatment  must  be 
symptomatic  and  the  jnognosis  uncertain.  If  the  cause  ean  be 
ascertained,  but  cannot  be  removed,  its  natural  history  will  deier- 
mine  the  prognosis. 

Many  conditions  result  from  these  hemorrhages.  We  thus  have 
general  anemia,  sterility,  extreme  emaciation,  neurasthenia,  wreck- 
ing of  the  health,  and  oeea.siunaUy,  death. 

Treatment, — The  treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhage  is  deter- 
mined by  the  cause.  It  is  not  always  possible  to  determine  the 
cause;  then  it  is  necessary  to  treat  the  hemorrhage  empirically. 
The  treatment  of  cases  when  the  causes  are  known  will  be  taken 
lip  in  order. 

When  the  causes  are  general,  general  treatment  is  required  with- 
out interruption  between  the  hemorrhages.  For  the  treatment  of 
these  general  causes  the  rea<ler  is  referred  to  a  work  on  general 
practice;  therefore  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  direct  their  man- 
agement. 

When  a  well-defined  local  cause  is  discovered,  its  treatment 
Hhould  be  outlined  according  to  the  directions  given  for  treatment 
in  the  appropriate  article  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Thus  the 
trejitnjent  of  metritis,  subinvolution,  cancer,  chronic  salpingitis, 
retained  secundines,  and  fnngosities  of  the  endometrium  will  be 
found  fully  flescribed  under  the  a|)prnpriate  headings. 

For  the  emergency  of  hemorrhage  the  number  of  remedies  rec- 
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ommenileil  in  the  past  is  very  large.  First  of  all,  the  patient 
should  be  put  to  bed,  and  compelled  to  remain  in  the  horizontal 
position,  with  the  hips  and  lower  extremities  elevated.  Tlie  more 
severe  the  hemorrhage  tiie  more  imperative  is  this  measure.  It 
will  of'tentinie?!  be  t'ountl  that  a  hemorrhage  nearly  sto]>ped  will 
be  brought  back  in  all  its  fury  upon  tlie  patient's  arising  from 
the  bed  to  answer,  for  instance,  the  calls  of  nature.  Cold  applied 
to  the  lumbar  and  sacral  regions  contributes  to  diniinish  and  check 
hemorrhages.  In  very  severe  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  cording 
the  arms  and  legs  close  to  the  body  will  be  found  of  service:  by 
this  means  large  volumes  of  blood  will  be  kept  in  the  extremities 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  i>erniit  clotting  of  the  blood  in 
the  oiienings  of  the  blood-vessels  within  the  uterus. 

Of  remedies  used  internally,  the  following  may  be  mentioned: 
erg(jt,  in  twenty-drop  doses,  frequently  repeated  by  the  stomach,  or 
in  drachm-  or  two-drachm  doses,  with  a  drachm  of  deodorized  tinc- 
ture of  opium,  by  the  rectum  :  ergotin  given  in  pill  form,  or  canna- 
bis inilica,  given  to  the  point  of  producing  mild  halluciuatious. 

Various  vegetable  astringents  containing  tannic  and  gallic  acid 
as  their  base,  as  catechu,  kino,  and  beniatoxylon,  have  been  recom- 
mended. 

The  mineral  astringents,  like  alum,  iron,  and  leail,  have  also  been 
used. 

In  the  moderate,  persistent,  erratic  hemorrhages  occasionally 
observed  in  parturient  patients,  digitalis  is  perhaps  the  best  remedy 
that  can  be  suggested.  It  operates  by  increasing  the  arterial  ten- 
sion, thus  diminishing  the  amount  of  Idood  going  to  the  part  suiTer- 
ing  the  hemorrhage.  Ergot  in  such  cases  is  to  be  avoided  for  fear 
of  interrupting  the  pregnancy.  Hydrastis  canadensis,  quinine, 
hamamelis,  strychnine,  an<l  especially  atropia,  are  remedies  that 
have  been  used  to  control  hemorrhage  in  the  uon-pregnant  uterus. 
Atropia  is  administered  in  doses  of  j^  of  a  grain  three  times  daily 
for  several  days,  or  in  smaller  doses  if  the  patient  be  very  susceptible 
to  the  drug.     These  drujjs  are  all  allesred  to  exercise  an  influence 

o  o  o 

upon  the  uterine  muscles.  Oil  of  erigeron  and  oil  of  cinnamon  are 
at  times  effective  where  other  remedies  fail. 

Mineral  acids  have  been  recommended.  The  dilute  sulphuric 
acid  is  the  safest  and  best. 

Treatmeut  hclwcen  Periods. — Women  anemic  from  hemorrhage 
must  be  treated  with  tonics,  protected  from  fatigue,  and  placed  in  the 
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best  general  hygienic  cniulitions  regarding  rest,  fresh  air,  and  sleep. 
Due  attention  should  l)e  [laid  to  the  secretions  and  excretions. 
The  marital  relations  are  to  Iw  avoided. 

In  very  severe  cases  of  hemorrhage,  where  the  action  of  medicines 
cannot  be  awaited,  immediate  resort  to  mt'chanical  measures  m 
imperative.  Accordingly,  one  or  more  sponge  tents  should  be 
inserted  in  the  as  uteri,  and  a  Srtn  tampon  i>f  iodoform  gauze 
placed  beneath.  In  such  cases  immediate  and  urgent  attention  to 
the  general  condition  of  the  patient  i.s  demanded  as  to  food,  stimu- 
lants, and  absolute  quietude.  The  tent.s  and  the  packing  should 
be  removed  within  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  during  which 
time  some  anti-hemurrhagic  reme<ly  must  be  used. 

Objection  is  made  in  many  quarters  to  the  use  of  sponge  tents 
for  fear  of  producing  .sepsis.  But  in  the  sponge  tents  of  to-day, 
impregnated  with  carbolic  acid  or  other  antiseptics  and  imperrae- 
ably  covered  with  gelatin,  we  liave  an  agent  superior  to  the  iodoform 
gauze  recommended  for  intra-uterine  [nicking.  The  tents  are  asep- 
tic and  constitute  a  mucli  more  reliable  barrier  to  the  escape  of 
blood  from  the  os  uteri.  However,  tamponing  the  endometrium 
with  iodoform  gauze  is  very  often  efficient  in  these  CJises.  Occa- 
sionally, in  es])ecial]y  spanemic  patients,  an  oozing  hemorrhage  will 
continue  through  the  iodoform-gauze  tamjion — a  thing  that  is  not 
likely  to  occur  when  sponge  tents  are  used. 

Hot  vaginal  injections  oftentimes  control  hemorrhage.  They 
should  be  exceedingly  hot  and  their  use  protracted.  The  effect  of 
the  heat  is  to  j)roduce  a  stimnlalion  of  the  vasd-motor  cmiKtrictor 
nerve,  thus  closing  the  blood-vessels  contributing  to  the  hemorrhage. 

It  has  been  recommended,  in  cases  of  profuse  menorrhagia  occur- 
ring in  slender,  anemic  women,  to  resort  to  tam|»oning  the  vagina 
at  each  menstrual  period  for  seve?"al  con.secntive  months — a  pro- 
ceeding that  does  not  stop  the  mens^trual  How  entirely,  but  which 
seems  to  do  away  with  the  excessive  loss  of  blood.  Should  the 
amount  of  blood  be  still  excessive  au{l  exhausting,  in  spite  oi'  ihc 
vaginal  tanjponiug,  no  hesitation  need  be  had  in  resorting  to  uterine 
tamponade.  Under  this  treatment  women  frequently  regain  their 
color,  strength,  and  flesh. 

In  ciises  of  hemorrhage  from  lacerated  cervix  or  cancer  in  the  cer- 
vix uteri,  the  use  of  the  persulphate  of  iron,  with  iodoform  or  boracic 
actid.  is  an  excellent  treatment.  Where  these  fail  vaginal  tampons 
may  be  relied  upon. 
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Dysmenorrhea. 


►efinition. — Dysuienorrhea  means  painful  menstruation.  Nor- 
rajil  meutitruation  is  ])i:jinlessi.  A  mikl  degree  of  discomfort  and 
uneasiuess  experienced  by  many  women  is  not  included  in  this  dis- 
order. Many  women  suffer  pain  during  menstruation  upon  moving 
around,  but  are  free  from  it  wliile  lying  down.  Women  experienc- 
ing mild  suffering  only  can  scarcely  be  included  under  tlie  !iead  of 
dysmenorrheic  patients. 

Description. — The  different  manifestations  of  pain  in  dysmen- 
orrhea are  very  numerous.  Some  women  experience  pain  until  the 
How  is  fully  establislied,  wlien  all  suffering  ceases.  Others  have  the 
prodromic  .suffering,  which  extends  through  to  the  second  day  of 
the  flow.  Others  have  the  prodromic  pain  and  that  of  the  first 
day  or  two,  to  be  followed  by  complete  relief  for  a  time,  when  it 
will  again  reappear  during,  for  example,  the  last  day  of  the  flow. 
With  some  tlie  pain  occurs  suddenly  with  the  flow,  extends  through 
tlie  whole  period,  and  gradually  tlisappears  as  the  flow  ceases. 
Again,  other  women  have  painful  menstruation  every  second  month, 
having  no  pain  at  the  alternate  period. 

The  seat  of  the  paiti  varies  in  different  women.  In  the  vast 
majority,  the  pain  occurs  in  the  hypogastric  region  ;  in  other  cases 
it  invades  both  the  hypogastric  and  iliac  regions.  In  still  other 
cases  it  is  circura-peivic,  starting  from  the  lumbo-sacral  region. 
Still  other  women  have  the  pain  located  in  one  iliac  region  only. 
In  severe  ca.ses  it  extends  down  one  or  both  legs  or  nj)  to  the  waist, 
or  even  to  tlje  axilla. 

In  the  vast  majority  of  cases  of  dysmenorrhea  the  pain  is  not 
severe  enough  to  demand  the  attention  of  the  physician,  (piietude 
and  domestic  remedies  sufficing  to  relieve  the  suffering.  Some 
cases  are  so  severe  as  to  demand  medical  interference.  In  the 
severest  cases  the  general  health  is  undermined,  the  nervous 
system  yielding  the  most  urgent  manifestations,  such  as  hysteria 
ffravior,  mania,  and  even  epilepsy.  One  case  came  under  the  wri- 
ter's observation  many  years  ago,  where  it  was  necessary  to  perform 
artificial  respiration  for  several  hours  during  the  flow.  Some  cjiscp 
are  so  intractable  as  to  defy  remedial  measures,  necessitating  the 
oi>eration  of  {xiphorectomy. 

A  certain  phenomenon  occ^isionally  observed  has  been  denomi- 
nated intermenstrual  dysmenorrhea.      It  is  characterized  by  spas- 
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modic  pains  in  the  iliac  regions,  occurring  in  the  interval  between 
the  menstruations.  It  is  only  occasionally  met  with,  is  rebellious 
to  treatment,  and  has  been  so  severe  as  to  demand  the  removal 
of  tlie  ovaries  for  its  abolition. 

In  one  form  of  dysmenorrhea  the  pain  is  slight  in  the  beginning, 
and  progressively  increases  until  it  reaches  a  climax,  suddenly 
terminating  in  a  gush  of  blood  from  the  vaginal  orifice.  It  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  period  of  comparative  relief  from  luiin,  which,  in  a  few 
minutes  or  an  hour  or  two,  is  succeeded  by  another  similar  parox- 
ysm of  suffering.  This  variety  is  seen  in  many  cases  of  uterine 
flexions.  It  has  been  characterized,  perhaps  erroneously,  as  tubal 
colic. 

Varieties  and  Patholocjy. — Writers  have  described  many 
varieties  of  dysmenorrhea.  While  the  tendency  of  this  sort  of 
teaching,  unqualified,  may  be  mislea<ling,  it  is  perhaps  best  to  sub- 
divide the  subject  into  varieties  for  convenience  of  description. 
Above  all,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  dysmenorrhea  is  always 
a  symptom  of  some  pathological  condition  which  utterly  precludes 
the  possibility  of  routine  treatment.  Indeed,  any  attempt  to  treat 
all  cases  alike  is  the  merest  charhttanism.  The  names  given  to 
express  the  different  varieties  of  dysmenorrhea  imply  the  leading 
pathological  conditions.  It  must  be  untlerstood  that  one  or  two, 
or  even  three,  varieties  of  causes  may  be  found  in  the  same  patient; 
therefore  it  is  possible  for  one  [patient  to  have  one  or  more  varieties 
of  dysmenorrhea,  just  jw  any  person  may  have  one  or  two  or  three 
difl'erent  kinds  of  hejidaches.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  corapletest 
examination  of  each  case  is  absolutely  necessary  in  <;rder  to  intelli- 
gently institute  treatment.  Like  amenorrhea,  menorrhagia,  and 
metrorrhagia,  this  condition  is  merely  a  symjitoni,  not  a  disease. 
The  following  varieties  have  been  described  by  authors:  1.  Neu- 
ralgic; 2.  Congestive:  3.  Mechanical;  4.  Ovarian;  5.  Membranous. 

1.  Neuralgic. — This  variety  may  not  be  associated  necessarily 
with  any  diseiise  of  the  pelvic  organs.  It  manifests  itself  chiefly 
in  the  class  of  patients  of  the  nervous  or  neuralgic  temperament. 

Causeh. — Any  constitutional  condition  which  tends  to  develop 
the  neuralgic  disposition,  as  anemia,  chlorosis,  gout,  rheumatism, 
syphilis,  malaria,  and  the  like,  will  precipitate  neuralgic  dj'smen- 
orrhea.  This  form  of  the  coniplaint  includes  cases  from  the 
very  lightest  to  the  very  gravest  variety. 

2.  Congestive. — During   menstruation   the  pelvic  organs  are 
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congested.  When  it  is  normal  no  puiii  exists.  When  there  is  a 
state  of  chronic  inflsmiination,  or  distorting  and  deforming  adhe- 
sions from  pelvic  itiflainniation,  the  tionnid  congestion  becomes  an 
abnormal  uiie,  and  pain  resiiltp:,  constituting  what  is  known  as  con- 
gestive or  inflammatory  dysmenorrhea.  Even  in  conditions  of 
chronic  endometritis  the  menstrual  congestion  is  sufficient  to  pro- 
duce this  form  of  dysmenorrhea.  The  various  forms  of  tumors, 
as  fibroitls  and  polypi,  can   also  constitute  a  cause. 

Tliis  form  of  the  malady  is  seen  most  frequently  in  women  who 
have  borne  children  or  have  aborted,  and  in  women  who  began  the 
menstrual  life  and  maintained  it  fur  a  given  length  of  time  without 
pain.  It  is  the  variety  which  is  nearly  always  traceable  to  some 
disorder  of  which  the  patient  will  give  the  history. 

3.  Mechanical, — In  this  class  of  cases  there  is  some  obstruc- 
tion to  the  ready  outflow  of  the  menstrual  fluid.  It  can  come  from 
a  great  variety  of  conditiims.  It  may  occur  fn>m  stenosis  of  the 
cervical  canal,  produced  by  luiy  mechanical  cause,  as  severe  inflam- 
mation, pressure  from  tumors  in  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  or  from 
excessive  use  of  cjiusties.  It  may  arise  from  flexion  or  version 
of  the  uterus.  It  may  spring  fi'oni  an  intra-nlerine  polypus  acting 
as  a  ball  valve  at  the  internal  os,  or  from  a  stricture  of  the  vagina, 
or  from  an   imperforate  liymen. 

In  this  variety  the  commonest  characteristic  symptom  is  the 
paroxysmal  pain  nccompanieil  by  a  gush  of  blood  from  the  genital 
passage.     However,  the  pain  is  by  no  means  always  paroxysmal. 

4.  OvAKiAN. — In  this  cla.ss  of  cases  a  careful  examination  will 
almost  always  tliscover  some  enlargement  or  tenderness  of  the  ova- 
ries, and  reveal  a  condition  which  is  called  chronic  ovaritis.  As 
chronic  ovaritis  i!^  never  wliolly  free  from  srniie  pelvic  peritonitis,  it 
is  easy  to  understand  )iow  the  congestion  of  the  menstrual  e|»och  will 
produce  a  great  amount  of  pain  both  before  and  tluring  the  flow. 
By  careful  examination  through  the  conjoined  manipulation,  one 
or  both  ovaries  can  be  detected  prolapsed  somewhat,  anil  perha|is 
nearer  to  the  uterus  tlvan  is  normal.  They  are  characterized  by 
their  increa.'^e  in  size  and  by  their  excessive  tenderness.  The  inac- 
cessibility of  these  organs  to  treatment  indicates  the  extremely  grave 
prognosis  for  such  patients. 

5.  Mkmijranous. — Patients  of  this  class  shed,  with  the  flow,  a 
membrane  which  is  the  dccidua  nicnatruaiis.  This  membrane, 
when  whole,  consists  of  a  sac  representing  the  cast  of  the  triangular 
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cavity  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  with  its  three  openings,  of  the  Fal- 
lopian tubes  and  the  os  uteri.  It  may  cotne  away  whole  or  in 
the  shape  of  shreds  and  filue:^.  Microscopically,  it  is  found  U>  be 
what  might  be  denominated  hypertrojiliied  decidufi  metislrualU, 
The  blood-vessels  are  easily  seen  increased  in  size,  capacity,  and 
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MombranM  of  MembranonK  DyKmcnorrhea.    1.  Membmne  viewed  under  water:  2.  Small  plMeof 
mejubranc :  3.  Sinootb  caat  of  utcriu. 


number:  the  interglandular  substance  is  greatly  increased;  there 
!£  a  great  development  in  the  utricular  glands,  whose  mouths  are 
visible  even  to  the  naked  eye.  Pregnancy  is  excluded  by  the 
entire  absence  of  the  chorionic  villi. 

The  pathology  of  the  dysmenorrlieal  membrane  has  received  a 
vast  amount  of  attention.  Many  varying  theories  have  been  ad- 
vanced, maintained,  and  abandoned.  The  one  that  Is  ]»erhaps,  the 
most  favored  to-day,  is  that  it  is  an  exaggeration  of  a  physiological 
process  with  a  varying  pathogeny.  In  other  words,  the  membrane 
ifl  regarded  jls  an  exaggenited  decidua  memtrualh  of  iiiflanunatory 
origin.  It  wouM  seem  that  the  therapeutic  proof  of  this  theory 
affords  the  nmst  convincing  argument.  Whatever  cures  the  accon»- 
panying  emlonietritis  in  cjises  of  membranous  dysmenorrhea  is  cer- 
tainly, to-day,  its  most  reliable  and  satisfactory  treatment. 

Symi'Toms, — Pain  is  the  one  symptom  characterizing  every 
variety  of  dysmenorrhea.  A  few  of  its  variations  are  s()  greatly 
pathognomonic  that  observation  of  them  is  sufficient  for  a  correcrt 
diagnosis. 

In  the  neuralgic  variety  the  undulatory  character  of  the  pain  is 
always  pathognomonic.      In  addition   to  this  characteristic  of  the 
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pain,  a  marked  degree  of  liypfrestliesia  of  the  cutaneous  surface 
of  the  lower  abdomen  will  always  l>e  found  present.  The  coexist- 
ence of  neuralgia  in  other  loealiticK  and  the  identification  of  Valleix'.s 
painful  point.s  will  facilitate  the  diagnosis.  The  pain  in  this  variety 
shows  itself  before  the  flow  has  been  established,  and  disappears  jjs 
soon  as  it  conies  on,  or  continues  through  to  the  end  of  the  How, 
coming  and  going  with  no  apparent  cause.  It  is  in  this  form  of 
dysmenorrhea  that  we  find  the  largest  number  of  incoercible  cases. 
Tlie  pain  may  become  so  agonizing  sis  to  make  the  patient  delirious ; 
its  severity  before,  tluring,  and  after  the  flow  may  be  so  demoraliz- 
ing to  the  physical  strength  of  the  patient  as  to  ruin  her  health 
entirely.  More  cases  of  destruction  of  the  general  health  occur  in 
this  variety  than  in  all  the  others  combined. 

The  symptoms  of  the  congrsfive  carivli/  are  oljserved  chiefly  in 
patients  who  have  jtreviously  menstruated  painlessly.  The  pain, 
coming  on  suddenly,  is  very  severe  in  tiiis  class  of  cases,  seems  to 
be  confined  to  the  pelvis,  anil  is  accompanied  by  a  diminution  or 
ces,sation  of  the  discharge.  The  constitutional  symptoms  nre  always 
marked :  the  pulse  is  increased  in  frequency,  tlie  temperature  ele- 
vated, the  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  the  eye^  suffused.  There  is  severe 
headache,  occasional  delirium,  marked  diminution  in  the  renal  secre- 
tions, and  general  restlessness.  In  this  variety  of  the  complaint  the 
patient  usually  experiences  pain  ujKin  walking,  is  e;isily  fatigued,  has 
lencorrhea  and  an  irritable  bladder,  not  only  at  the  time  of  the  flow, 
but  during  the  intermenstrual  periods.  There  is  a  marked  contrast 
in  this  class  of  patients  to  the  women  suffering  from  neuriilgit'  dys- 
meuorrhea.  The  j)elvif.  malady  .seems  never  to  leave  them  between 
menstruations,  whereas  women  who  sufier  from  a  purely  neuralgic 
ilysmenorrhea  experience  trouble  chiefly  at  the  time  of  menstrua- 
tion. The  syndroma  of  this  fiirm  of  the  disease  can  readily  be 
perceived  by  bearing  in  miml  the  fact  that  the  uterus  posses.scs  a 
pathological  congestion,  not  oidy  between  the  meiistiuations,  but 
throughout  all  the  mensti'ual  flow. 

The  symptoms  of  the  mccfmnical  or  uhstruvlive  form  of  dysmen- 
orrliea  are  peculiar  and  very  characteristic.  What  has  been  styled 
uterine  colic  is  the  kind  of  pain  most  frequently  encountered.  After 
the  menstruation  has  continued  for  several  hours,  and  sotue  blotKl 
has  accumulated  in  the  fundus  uteri  sufficiently  to  distend  it,  uterine 
contractions  are  set  up  which  increase  in  intensity,  until  the  accu- 
mulated  blood   is  forced  out  of  the  uterus  in  a  gush.     Then  the 
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sovore  pain  ceases  for  ii  tii«e  until  tlio  distention  howx  ro-uccumul;i- 
lion  occurs,  which  is  lullowfil  liv  unolhcr  series  of  uterine  coiitrae- 
tioni^i  terminating  in  llie  expulsion  of  tJie  bkwd.  The  obstruction 
to  the  outflow  of  the  blond  uiiiy  exist  in  the  cervical  ciuiai,  in  the 
vagina,  or  the  vulva.  W'heti  the  obstruction  exists  in  the  cervical 
canal,  the  uterine  cnntractiiins  will  expel  a  small  clot  of  blood,  fol- 
lowed by  a  gush,  affording  complete  relief  from  suffering  for  the 
time  being.  The  eymptoms  are  so  marked  that  the  iliagnosis  of 
tliis  form  can  be  inade  without  any  hesitancy,  as  a  rule.  The 
physician  must  be  on  his  guard,  liowever,  not  to  be  deceived  by 
the  accumulation  of  the  menstrual  fluid  in  the  vagina,  and  its 
lieriodic  expulsion  in  gushes,  according  as  tlie  patient  assumes 
various  positions,  or  the  cul-de-sac  becomes  filled. 

The  symptoms  f>f  ovarian  dysmenorrhea  are  characterized  by  a 
|»eriod  of  {>rodromic  suffcniig  extending  over  several  days.  The  pain 
is  dull  in  character,  confineil  to  one  side  when  originating  from  one 
ovary  only,  extends  around  the  pelvis,  over  the  nates,  and  down  the 
thighs,  ami  is  peculiarly  liable  to  be  accomjianied  by  an  inviision 
of  tiie  general  nervous  system  and  ilepressioii  of  spirits.  Painful 
and  tender  mammary  symptoms  often  occur  in  tins  variety.  Intor- 
roenstrual  dysmenorrhea  is  observed  more  frequently  perhaps  in 
this  than  in  any  otlier  form  of  the  com|daint.  Sometimes  it  occurs 
on  the  ninth,  wometimes  on  the  fifteenth,  .sometimes  on  the  twelfth, 
and  sometimes  on  the  seventh,  day  aftfr  cessation  of  tlu'  menstru- 
ation. Oc«i.sionally  it  is  seen  only  after  every  second  menstruation. 
A  pelvic  examination  often  reveals  an  enlarnjed,  tender,  and  pro- 
)u|>sed  («nditinn  of  one  or  Itotli  ovaries.  It  nuist  not,  however,  be 
supposed  that  in  all  ca.ses  of  eidarged  and  tender  or  jirolapsed  ova- 
rieH,  ovarian  dysmenorrhea  will  )>e  found.  Not  every  case  of  ovarian 
dysmenorrhea  presents  a  detectable  pathological  condition  of  the 
ovaries. 

Mkmbuanoi  s  DvsMENoKKHELV. — III  this  Variety  the  pains  usu- 
ally U'gin  with  the  flow.  After  being  ushered  in  they  increase  as  the 
flow  j>rogresBes,  until  the  type  of  veritable  lalwr-pains  is  re<iclied. 
During  the  re|)et.itions  of  these  contracti<»ns  the  os  uteri  dilates,  and 
Lite  membrane  is  shed  in  it^  entirety  or  in  shreds  from  the  vaginal 
orifice.  Usually  the  |>ain  cea.ses  at  this  time;  then  etjsues  a  njodi-- 
ratfi  niermrrhagia,  which  soon  disappears.  This  is  followed  by  a 
pundent  or  sero-purulent  discharge,  continuing  indefinitely  from 
A  few  days  up  to  the  ensuing  menstruation.     Sterility  is  the  rule  in 
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this  cluss  of  patientji,  aud  the  vvoiiicu  are  of  :ui  extremely  neurotic 
temleiicy.  The  ojie  ehuraeteriritic  of  nieinlu'iinous  ilysmenorrhea 
i.s  the  lueuibraiie. 

DiAUNosis. — The  diagnoais  of  neuralgic  dysmnwrr/ieu  iuvulves 
the  nursidenUioii  nt'  the  entire  nervous  sy«teui.  The  neuralirie  tern- 
jieraiueiit  or  diathesis  Ls  uuiuistiikiibly  pruweilt.  Vulleix's  tender 
jmititt!  are  easily  detenniued.  Tlie  uiidulatin^^  eharacteristic  of  the 
jiaiii  is  always  present.  The  pain  is  not  like  labor-paiiig,  as  in 
inembrauuus  dysnieiiurrheu,  and  the  sufl'ering  is  not  continuous,  as 
it  h  in  the  eougestive  variety.  There  are  no  eon.stittuioual  dis- 
turlwnees  between  the  menstruations ;  there  are  no  sigu.s  of  endu- 
metritis,  of  ovarian  or  perimetritic  diBturbanees.  The  pain  is 
habitual,  and  not  paroxysmal.  Between  the  menstruations  there 
are  net  pains,  no  leueorrliea,  and  the  patient  appears  to  be  in  her 
ordinary  good  health.  In  the  severer  forms  invasion  of  the  gen- 
eral health  often  occurs,  presenting,  in  degrees  of  varying  intensity, 
neurasthenia,  hysteria  gravior,  delirium,  mania,  or  epilepsy. 

In  the  comjestlve  variety,  wiifiont  a  conspicuous  endometritis  in* 
getierul  metritis,  the  attack  of  pain  is  sudden.  There  is  an  absence 
of  constitutional  disturbances,  and  the  pain  ceases  after  the  flow 
stoj)s.  Jn  the  congestive  variety  with  a  marked  uterine  iuHammn- 
tiou  there  is  always  constitutional  disturbance,  such  as  rise  of  pulse 
and  increase  of  temperature,  and  the  patient  is  never  wliolly  free 
from  pelvic  suflering  between  the  menstruations.  This  churacteris- 
tie  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  dysmenorrhea  from  neuralgic  origin. 
The  diagnosis  o?  the  mcc/uinii;al  or  oltstruciive  form  of  dysmen- 
orrhea is  made  ehiefiy  from  the  expulsive  ami  paroxy.smal  occur- 
rence of  the  pain.s.  A  physical  examination  is  necessary  to  complete 
the  diagnosis  and  to  discover  what  is  the  underlying  |)elvic  condi- 
tion present.  Conjoined  manipulation  will  easily  disclose  the  prch- 
ence  of  anteflexion.  Tumors  in  the  cervix  may  easily  Ixj  discovered 
by  the  linger.  Deflections  of  the  uterine  canal  can  be  deujonstrated 
by  the  use  of  the  sound.  Should  the  obstruction  exist  in  the  vagina, 
it  will  soon  become  apparent  upon  a  digital  examination.  Occa- 
sionally it  will  be  found  that  the  only  obstruction  existing  in  the 
uterine  canal  is  an  unusual  reduplication  of  the  lining  membrane 
of  the  uterus  at  the  internal  os,  and  a.  spusnuulie  constriction  of  the 
muscular  fibres  at  the  opening. 

Prihjnosis. — Dysmenorrhea  has  usually  a  favorable  ])rognosis. 
In  the  vast  majority  of  cases  of  the  neuralgic  variety  the  prognosis 
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is;  entirely  favorable.  Occasionally  it  will  be  found  that  an  inco- 
erciblp  ease  of  neuralgic  dysmenorrhea  will  be  encountered,  wherein 
all  mcdiciil  treatment  will  prove  utterly  nniivailing.  In  such  cases 
there  f*en)s,  nntoj-tunutfly.  to  be  hut  nne  cure,  and  that  is  to  induce 
artificially  tht^  change  of  life  by  tht^  removal  of  tin*  (}varies. 
^Vhere  there  is  one  case  demanding  resort  to  this  operation,  there 
are  raanv  thousands  that  need  nothinir  <if  tlu-  kind. 

Of  the  congestive  variety,  the  prognosis  is  almost  always  favor- 
able, the  cure  of  the  patient  depending  upon  the  success  of  the 
treatment  instituted   for  the  inflammatory  condition   present. 

The  prognosis  of  cases  of  medianical  and  obstructive  dysmen- 
orrhea depends  wholly  upon  the  succeas  of  the  treatment  insti- 
tuted  to  abolish  the  ol)stniction. 

In  ovarian  d^'smeuorrliea  where  ttrganic  degeneration  of  the 
ovaries  exists,  the  pnigtiosis  is  favorable  otdy  in  cjise  of  removal 
of  these  organs.  Where  such  degeneration  is  absent,  the  treatment 
of  ovarian  congestion  or  of  ovaritis,  when  successful,  will  cure  the 
dy8menc)rrhea. 

Membranous  dysmenorrhea  presents  a  fiivorable  prognosis  in 
ihe  greatest  number  of  cases.  Occasionally  patients  will  be  seen 
whose  general  health  is  so  degenerated  that  all  treatment  of  this 
form  of  the  malady  proves  utterly  fruitless. 

Tkeatmknt. — The  variety  of  the  dysmenorrhea  always  decides 
the  treatment.  No  case  is  intelligently  treated  wherein  an  attempt 
at  satisfactory  diagnosis  is  not  made.  Iti  general,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  routine  tre^itment  of  iuiy  form  of  dysmenorrhea  by  means 
•if  the  preparations  of  opium  anil  ditl'usible  stimuli,  is  to  b<^  con- 
<lcmned.  There  is  no  question  that  opiophagists  and  drunkanls 
have  been  made  by  this  line  of  inconsiderate  treatment.  This 
MM^ertion  may  be  dis[>uted,  and  is  disputed,  by  some  pliynicians, 
hut  their  observations  nuist  lie  considered  ion  limited  to  be  relia- 
ble. This  general  stiitcmeut  may  be  made  concerning  the  use  of 
these  two  remedies  in  dysmenorrhea:  He  who  is  compelled  to 
resort  frequently  to  opium  and  stinndants,  must  be  considered 
devoid  in  diagnostic  ability,  and  consequently  ought  rmt  to  be 
fUlruHtcd  with  the  manngement  of  such  cases. 

Neuralgic  Variety. — The  treatment  of  this  form  may  be  suIkII- 
vided  into  general  and  specific  treatment.  In  the  l>eginning  of  the 
treatment  the  physician  nuist  carefully  ascertain  the  general  state 
of  the  patient.      If  she  be  of  the  rheumatic,  gouty,  or  syphilitic 
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tliatliesis,  this  tmiBt  be  met  by  the  usual  remedies;  in  other  words, 
the  |ihysi<'iiiii  must  treat  assiduously  the  systemic  condition  whirh 
seems  to  predispose  to  the  deveiopmeiit  of  this  neuralgia.  The  daily 
free  admiaistratiun  of  laxatives  and  diuretics  is  advisable.  JShonhl 
a  h)cal  ouuse  for  the  constipation  be  found  in  the  anus  or  rectum, 
it  should  be  removed  by  surgei'y  or  otherwise.  Free  daily  evacua- 
tions of  tlie  bowels  are  indispensable  to  the  restoration  of  tlie 
physiological  balance  of  tiicse  patients,  Consti|)ation  nuiy  lead  to 
fecal  aneniiii.  In  women  tiius  aHeetcd  neuralgic  dysmenorrhea  is 
extremely  common.  Klieumatism  shouhl  be  tre;ited  with  eolehi- 
cum,  guaiac,  the  salicylates,  and  the  preparations  of  potash,  (font 
requires  the  administration  of  minute  doses  of  calomel,  as  one- 
twentieth  of  a  grain  three  times  a  day,  ami  with  the  citrate  of 
p(ita.><li  or  lithiu. 

Syphilis  calls  for  mercury  and  iodides.  An  anemia  demands 
tonics.  An  luulerlying  fermentative  dyspepsia,  wliich  may  be  one 
source  of  degenerated  general  health,  requires  gastric  lavations, 
creaaote,  glycozone,  ami  other  antisejitic  remedies.  When  the  first 
consideration  of  the  treatment  of  the  ]>atient — namely,  constitutional 
treatment — has  been  j>rovided  tor,  tlien  attention  should  be  turned 
to  remedies  specially  addressed  to  the  relief  of  the  suftering.  In 
this  class  of  patients  purely  aiitineuralgic  remedies  oftentimes*  yield 
most  brilliant  results.  Pheuacetin  and  antipyrine  will  relieve  a 
hirge  number  of  these  cases.  Many  remedies  have  been  recom- 
mended to  he  given  a  week  before  the  flow  comes  on,  to  preveni 
the  pain  arising  in  neuralgic  dysnuujiu'rhea.  Ajiiol  has  been  given 
as  a  preventive  of  these  pains,  five  minims  in  a  capsule  three  times 
a  day  for  one  week  before  the  flow  appears.  Five  drops  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  Pulsatilla,  in  water,  three  times  a  day,  is  similarly  recom- 
mended. If  given  for  a  week  betbreliand,  guaiac  (jr  the  sodium 
salicylate  will  oftentinics  prevent  an  attack  of  neuralgic  dysnuMiui-- 
rhea  in  women  of  the  rheumatic  diathesis.  For  the  treatment  of 
the  pain,  when  it  lias  occurred,  auxiliary  measures  should  not  be 
neglected,  such  as  rest  and  the  ajvpliciition  of  warmth  to  the  skin. 
The  best  results  are  )>erhaps  yielded  hy  ten  or  twenty  grains  of  anti- 
pyrine or  pheuacetin,  repeated  hourly,  until  two  or  tliree  doses,  if 
necessary,  are  given.  Tlie  best  effect  from  these  remedies  is 
obtained  when  the  patient  lies  with  closed  eyes  in  a  <piiet,  darkened 
room  for  half  an  hour  after  taking  them.  Usually  one  dose  of 
pheuacetin  is  sutiicient;  sometimes  a  second  or  third  dose  is  ueces- 
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sary.  The  welUknowti  depressant  cardiac  action  of  the  remedy 
can  best  he  anticipated,  if  necessary,  by  the  administration  of  twenty 
or  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis.  Tiiis  remedy,  digitalis, 
is  occasionally  necessary.  Nitro-glycerin  and  amyl  niti'ate,  given 
until  flushing  arises,  oftentinieB  profhiee  excellent  resulti^.  Six- 
grain  (loses  of  the  oxalate  of  cerium  every  hour  have  been  recom- 
mended. The  tincture  of  cannabis  indiea,  in  twenty-Kve  drop 
•loses  every  three  hours,  given  even  to  the  ju-oduction  of  hulUiei- 
nations,  is  oftentimes  efl'ective.  Chloral  hydrate  in  ten-grain  doses. 
re|jeated  hourly  until  three  or  four  doses  have  been  given,  will 
often  relieve  pain.  Where  the  spa^imodic  element  ajjpears  to  exist, 
as  will  be  indicated  by  a  great  dimiinition  of  the  flow,  the  solanacea; 
will  \ie  extremely  useful.  Thus  belladonna,  hyoscyamus,  or  stra- 
inonium  given  to  the  prtxluction  of  mychtjisis  is  often  very  effective. 

A  general  hot  bath,  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes,  frequently 
protluces  great  relief. 

Occasionally  the  paroxysms  of  pain  are  so  terrible  that  we  are 
justified  in  using  hypodermic  injections  of  morphine  and  atropia, 
but  they  should  always  be  the  last  resort. 

The  treatment  ol'  the  patient,  in  cases  so  severe,  should  be  most 
assiduous  and  careful,  to  ascertain  if  it  be  not  possible  to  avoid  the 
further  use  of  opium.  Very  rarely  a  ease  of  incoercible  dysmen- 
orrhea, mentionetl  above,  will  resist  the  treatment — even  that  of 
hypo<lermic  injections — when  the  removal  of  the  ovaries  for  the 
artificial  intluction  of  the  menopause  will  be  imperatively  demanded. 

T/if'  Congedive  Varicly. — Herein  the  treatment  must  be  tlirecteil 
by  the  diagnosis  of  the  cause  of  the  congestion.  If  it  be  due  to  the 
plethora  of  a  retro-displacement  of  the  uterus,  the  organ  must  be 
properly  sustained.  A  wool  tampon  soaked  in  glycerin,  adjusteil 
with  the  patient  in  the  geim-poctoral  position,  will  suffice  to  thrust 
the  futuhis  forward  into  its  pmper  place,  where  the  organ  can  empty 
itself  satisfactoril}'.  If  upon  examination  the  uterus  is  found  to  be 
decidedly  congested,  as  shown  by  the  distended  condition  of  the 
blood-vessels  or  by  the  purple  appearance  r)f  the  cervix,  leeches 
or  si'aritication  will  snttice  to  relieve.  Should  the  attack  be  precipi- 
tated by  catching  cold,  the  use  of  the  saline  cathartics,  a  diuretic, 
and  a  dia[>horetie  will  be  indicated.  When  the  congestion  arises 
from  the  pressure  of  an  extraneous  growth,  either  within  or  with- 
out the  uterus,  the  case  will  be  cured  only  upon  the  reraoviil  of 
the  cause. 
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Mechanical  or  Obnlructivf. — The  best-recognizetl  treatment  of 
ordinary  cases  of  uervicjil  lonstrictioii,  whether  ;icquii'ed  or  con- 
genital, is  forcible  dilatation.  If  tliis  he  <ledded  upon,  the  |»iitient 
should  be  thoroughly  anesthetized,  placed  in  the  lithotomy  posi- 
tion, the  cervix  exj)Osed  by  the  use  of  retractors,  seizeil  with 
the  vulsellum  forceps  and  drawn  down  toward  the  vaginal  orifice. 
The  directiiHi  of  the  uterine  canal  sliotild  be  determined  bv  the  Uf^e 
♦jf  the  uterine  j?ound.  If  the  cervical  orifice  be  too  small  to  admit 
the  Idades  of  the  Goodell  dilator,  a  narrow  dressing  forceps  can 
first  be  passed  within  the  internal  os,  and  its  blades  sufficiently  sep- 
arated to  enable  the  Goodell  dilator  to  be  subsequently  introduced. 
AVith  the  set-screw  this  dilator  can  be  opened  to  the  extent  of  an 
inch  01'  an  inch  and  a  half,  five  or  ten  minutes  being  consumed  in 
its  accomplishment.  If  any  evidences  of  endometritis  exist,  the 
endometrium  should  be  mildly  curetted.  Should  gi'anulations  be 
l)rouglit  out,  then  the  curetting  must  be  very  thorough  and  the 
entire  endometrium  gone  over  systematically.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  wash  out  the  uterine  cavity  witli  an  antiseptic  liquid,  because 
it  can  be  thoroughly  emptied  with  the  curette.  The  irrigation  can, 
however,  do  no  harm,  and  should  be  practised.  A  narrow  piece 
of  iodoform  gauze  should  then  he  packed  tn{()  the  uterine  cavity 
until  it  is  filled,  and  allowed  to  remain  for  a  space  of  two  days. 
Subsequent  j>ain  of  uterine  contractions  can  be  held  in  check  by 
the  use  of  moderate  doses  of  opium  in  some  form.  This  method 
of  relieving  mechanical  dysmenorrhea  is  remarkably  .successful  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  but  not  in  all.  Direct  electrolytic  treat- 
ment of  the  cervical  canal,  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  used  in  thf 
treatment  of  tlie  male  urethra,  has  been  urged  as  an  absolutely  cer- 
tain one,  in  preference  to  the  <lilatatian  measures. 

Sponge,  laniinaria,  and  tupelo  tents  have  been  used  a  great  deal 
in  the  past.  Progressive  gynecologists  rarely  resort  to  their  iise  at 
present,  because  of  the  j)o.ssibility  of  sepsis  following.  Forcible 
<lilatation  has  been  found  much  preferable. 

When  the  constriction  doe,s  not  exist  within  the  cervical  canal,  it 
is  usually  the  result  of  some  severe  inflammation,  as  from  the  u.se  of 
caustics  or  from  some  cervical  laceration  occurring  in  labor.  In 
such  eases  it  is  necessary  to  lay  open  the  internal  os  by  cutting 
Avilh  a  knife  or  scissors.  In  order  to  keep  the  os  patulous  the  us<' 
of  the  intra-cervieal  stem  pes.sary  for  two  or  three  months  generally 
suffices.      When  the  constriction  arises  from  flexion,  tlie  favorite 
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methoil  of  treatment  is  tite  use  of  an  intra-uterint'  stem  jicssary, 
constantly  worn  for  a  year  or  longer.  In  married  women  the  use 
of  this  stem  pessary  is  often  followed  by  conception.  If  the  gesta- 
tion go  on  to  term  and  end  in  a  norinal  labor,  tiie  involution 
of  the  uterus  is  usually  folKuved  by  a  return  of  the  Hexion.  In 
this  manner  it  is  shown  that  uterine  flexions  are  oftentimes  in  real- 
ity incurable.  To  meet  this  condition  the  operation  for  tlie  forma- 
tion of  an  artificial  os  uteri  upon  the  convex  side  of  the  cervix  has 
lM?en  devised.  It  consists  of  the  division  of  tlie  cervix  tip  to  the 
point  of  the  flexion  and  the  turning  in  of  the  mucous  membrane 
to  form  an  artificial  os  uteri.  This  surgical  procedure  is  of  such 
recent  introduction  that  the  verdict  concerning  its  merits  is  still 
held  sub  judice. 

When  the  obstruction  arises  from  an  iutra-utenne  j»olypns,  its 
removal  constitutes  the  only  relief. 

Oljstruction  residing  in  the  vagina  must  be  treated  b)'  dilatation 
either  by  large  bougies,  tents,  or  incision. 

Should  the  obstruction  arise  from  syjdiilis,  constitutional  treat- 
ment must   be  conjoined. 

Where  the  obstruction  is  jtroduced  by  an  imperforate  hymen, 
the  only  relief  consists  in  its  division. 

If  a  fibroid  tumor  constitutes  the  cau.se  of  obstruction,  one  of 
the  methods  for  dispo-sing  of  this  comiition  must  be  employed. 

The  Ovarian  Variety. — The  treatment  of  this  class  of  cases  is 
perhups  the  least  satisfactory  of  all  classes  of  dysmenorrhea.  Should 
pregnancy  occur,  the  nine  months  of  rest  secured  to  the  ovaries  may 
became  of  signal  s^ervice.  However,  in  such  esses  sterility  is  the 
role.  It  is  especially  in  this  class  of  cases  that  opium  and  alcohol 
should  be  avoided.  Remedies  to  soothe  the  local  irritation  and  to 
decongest  the  pelvic  organs  are  to  be  resorted  to.  The  use  of  the 
wool-glycerin  tamjwn  accomplishes  this  object  the  most  effectually 
of  all  known  means.  During  the  flow  complete  rest  in  bed  and 
low  diet,  and  the  free  use  of  bromides  for  a  few  days  before  the 
flow  begins,  will  make  many  of  these  patients  quite  comfortable, 
ifyoscyamus,  auinabis  indica,  exalgine,  and  stranK^nium  often- 
Limcs  give  satisfactory  residts.  Internal  medication  in  this  vari- 
ety of  cjises  is  more  often  unsatisfactory  than  otherwise. 

Where  unmistakable  eviilences  of  organic  ovarian  disease  exist, 
the  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  ovaries  is  demanded.  Even 
the  removal  of  the  ovaries  will  at  times  fail  to  give  the  expected 
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relief.     Whatever  is  done  to  relieve  tlie  pain  of  this  vrtHety,  short 
of  ooiihorectomy,  must,  as  a  rule,  be  repeated  monthly. 

Membranous  Variety. — The  uncertainty  of  the  patliology  of  thir< 
<liriortler  lias  led  to  the  most  astonishing  vari«^ty  of  treatments. 
Indeed,  it  can  be  said  that  the  same  nncertninty  of  treatment  exists 
to-day  that  existed  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  The  lai'gest  num- 
ber of  successful  treatments  of  cases  has  followed  tlie  repeated  dilat- 
ing and  curetting  of  the  uterus.  Many  times  these  treatments  fail  ; 
many  more  times  they  are  successful.  Internal  treatment  for  its 
cure  is  wellnigh  abandoned.  A  few  years  ago  large  iloses  of  iodide 
of  potassium  were  used ;  this  is  now  abandoned.  All  varieties  of 
constitutional  treatment  have  been  tried  and  al)andoned.  The 
consensus  nf  oinniou  is  now  centred  chiefly  upon  the  treatment 
by  dilatation  and  curettemeut,  in  conjunction  with  the  applica- 
tion of  chloride  of  zinc  or  carbolic  acid,  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  portion  of  membrane  left  behind  by  the  curette. 


STERILITY, 


STJroiTYMS. — Barrenness;  Tntcitility;  Lat, Stenlitas  matrimonii; 
Fr.,  Sterility ;  Ger.,  Uiifrufhtbarkc-it. 

Sterility  in  the  female  implie,s  an  inability  to  bring  forth  a  liv- 
ing child.  It  involves  two  points  for  consideration :  iirst,  her 
inability  to  Cdnceive  at  all ;  and,  second,  her  inability  to  roinplete 
Jiuccesgfully  the  period  of  gestation.  Many  women  never  eonceive 
at  all.  Many  other  women  conceive,  but  are  unail>le  to  complete 
the  period  of  gestation. 

Women  who  never  conceive  are  said  to  be  absolutely  sterile. 
Women  who  have  borne  one  or  two  children  and  do  not  conceive 
thereafter  are  said  to  be  relatively  .sterile.  While  a  woman  is  nurs- 
ing her  new-born  child^  as  a  rule,  menstruation  does  not  appear. 
During  this  period  sterility  generally  exists,  although  women  occa- 
sionally conceive  even  under  these  circumstance.?.  This  condition 
may  Ije  called  physiologicid  sterility.  Under  this  hea<ling  is  in- 
cluded that  form  of  sterility  which  exists  and  is  permanent  atler 
the  woman  has  passed  the  change  of  life. 

Etioix)GY. — Several  organs  are  involved  in  the  process  of  genesis 
in  the  female.  The  es.sential  element  of  this  process  is  the  ovum, 
which  is  supplied  by  the  ovary.  The  ovum  is  conveyed  from  the 
ovary  through  the  Fallopian  tube  to  the  uterus,  where  it  meets  the 
spermatozoon,  and  genesis  follows,  provided  it  has  not  l)een  impreg- 
nated at  some  point  between  the  ovary  and  th*'  uterus.  The  semen 
readies  the  uterus  through  the  vagina.  Consoquenlly,  the  question 
of  sterility  involves  the  investigation  of  the  condition  of,  first,  the 
ovaries;  second,  the  oviducts;  third,  the  uterus;  and,  fourth,  the 
vagina.  In  addition,  upon  the  general  eoftdition  of  the  patient 
alone  non-conception  often  depends.  Under  this  head  may  be 
cla!!iHc?d  the  extreme  gouty  vice,  the  syphilitic  taint,  anemia,  great 
obtsKJty,  chronic  alcoholism,  and  spasmodic  dysmenorrhea. 

Thb  OvARiics. — 1.  The  investigation  of  the  ovaries  in  sterility 
iueludes  inquiry  into  the  possibility  of  the  absence,  or  of  the  im- 
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perfect  development,  of  these  organs — conditions  rarely  met  with 
excepting  wlien  the  other  sexual  organs  are  anoraalouf^. 

*J.  Inflannnation  of  the  ovaries,  chronic  or  acute,  may  result  in 
such  adlit^ions  of  the  organic  that  the  ovum  is  totally  prevented 
from  entering  the  oviihiets.  It  may  lead  to  arrest  of  function,  so 
that  the  ovum  can  no  longer  be  matured.  The  ovai'y  may  become 
so  iuiijcdded  in  inHammatory  deposit  that  extrusion  of  the  ovum 
from  its  capsule  is  no  longer  possible. 

;-).  Htruetural  degenerations  of  the  ovary  may  exist — e.g.  cystic, 
carcinomatous,  sarcomatous,  and  interstitial  clianges — and  are  gene- 
rally attended  with  sterility. 

4.  Displacement  of  the  ovary,  often  attended  with  chronic  inflam- 
mation, may  jilaoe  it  beyouil  the  reach  of  the  fimbriated  extremity 
id'  the  Fallopian  tube  so  completely  that  tlie  ovum  cannot  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  uterus. 

The  Fallopian  TuBEy. — ^1.  Absence  or  defective  development 
of  the  ovi{luct«  is  usually  associated  with  other  abnormalities  of 
the  sexual  system,  and  causes  hopele.ss  sterility. 

2.  Inflammation  of  the  oviducts  m  a  cause  of  sterility.  It  may 
aftect  the  serous  coat,  resulting  in  such  fixation  of  the  tubes  as  to 
prevent  the  morsus  diaboli  from  coming  in  contact  with  the  ovary, 
or  in  the  formation  of  constricting  Ijaruls  tliat  occlude  the  calibre 
of  the  tube.  It  may  attack  the  mucous  lining  of  the  canal,  and 
result  in  the  production  of  secretions  which  are  destructive  to  the 
spermatozoa  or  the  ova,  or  it  may  result  in  permanent  occlusion  of 
the  opening  of  the  tube,  whence  nuiy  follow  collections  of  blood, 
pus,  or  serum.  In  either  Ciise  the  ovum  is  prevented  from  de- 
scentling  to  the  uterus,  and  sterility  follows.  Of  most  im[)ortance 
is  the  destruction  of  the  epithelia  lining  the  mucous  layer  of  the 
tube,  with  their  cilia,  resulting  in  the  inability  of  the  ovum  to  pass 
along  the  oviduct,  either  beftire  it  has  met  tlie  spermatozoon  or 
afterward,  in  the  former  case  the  result  being  sterility ;  in  the 
latter,  ectopic  gestation. 

3.  Degeneration  of  the  tubal  structures  j>roduee«  a  hopeles-s 
occlusion  of  the  canal*  and  thus  causes  sterility. 

The  Uterus. — Defective  development  of  the  uterus  assumes  vari- 
ous forms,  such  as  its  total  absence,  its  under-size,  or  its  abnormal 
lateral  growth  into  either  a  unicornus  or  a  bicornus  uterus.  Conoi- 
dal  cervix,  with  the  eomnu)nly  attendant  stenosis  of  the  os,  may  be 
classed  as  one  of  the  variations  of  defective  development.     The  last- 
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mentioned  condition  constitutes  one  of  tlie  most  tVeqiiently  remov- 
able ciuises  of  rtterility. 

Degineration^. — 1.  Myomatn  often  cause  infeciindity,  but  they  are 
not  always  a  barrier  to  conception.  The  coexistence  of  this  degen- 
eration iiUil  of  pregnancy  constitutes  one  of  the  most  serious  con- 
ditions encouuiered   by  the  (*b.stetrician. 

2.  Sarcomata  seem  always  lo  jvrevent  pregnancy. 

3.  Carcinomata,  if  extensive  enough,  cause  sterility.  In  their 
eflrly  stage  conception  is  (»fteu  possible,  and  is  now  aii<l  then 
encountered. 

AbnormaUlien  of  Involution. — An  exceSvsive  involution  (hyper- 
involution)  or  a  deficient  involution  (subiuYohition)  often  con.^iti- 
tutes  a  barrier  t<.»  conception.  The  writer  recently  saw  ii  henlthy 
patient,  aged  twenty-seven,  who  bore  a  chihl  at  twenty-on*-  years 
of  age,  and  hud  not  menstruated  stncc  that,  event.  The  uteru.s 
measured  but  one  and  one-foui'th  inches  in  depth.  The  organ  may 
be  still  fnrtlier  decreased  in  size,  even  to  a  i(uarter  of  an  incli. 

Subinvolution  of  the  uterus  is  often  iicconipariied  with  tin  inHani- 
uiatory  state,  completely  preventing  tlii-  oirurrence  of  jiregnancy. 

Inflammation  of  the  uterus  or  the  circumjacent  tissues  is  a  very 
common  cause  of  sterility.  The  morbid  process,  according  t^  its 
s*eat,  may  be  endocervicitis,  endonietriiis,  metritis,  or  j»elvic  inflitm- 
niatiou.  Often  two  or  more  <d'  these  conditions  coexist  and  render 
the  cure  very  tedious  uv  impo.ssible.  Endometritis  may  be  acconi[Ki- 
nied  by  abnormal  secretions  destructive  to  tlie  spermatozoa;  there 
may  l)e  it  dilated  uterine  cavity  ;  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus 
may  be  made  so  unhealthy  that  it  becomes  impossible  for  a  fertil- 
ized ovum  to  secure  a  lodgment  thereon;  or  the  intlammaiion  may 
<:uuse  more  or  less  occlusion  of  the  uterine  orilice. 

DisplacetiienU. — Malpositions  of  the  uterus  include  prolapse, 
flexions  (retroHexion,  anteflexion),  and  vj-rsions  (anteversion, 
reiroversiou,  and   lateroversionj. 

Antevei*si()n  and  anteflexion  exist  most  frequently  in  nullipara'. 
Ketroversion  and  retroflexion  exist  mo.si  frequently  in  those  wlio 
have  borne  children.  Lateral  displaretnents  are  present  wlien 
an  inflammation  has  existed  in  either  liroad  ligament,  resulting  in 
xm  .shortening,  or  when  some  foreign  growth  or  an  inflammatory 
cle]M)tfiit  exists  on  the  side  of  the  pelvis,  opposite  to  the  disjdaee- 
ment,  crowding  the  uterus  away  from  \U  normal  position. 

The  Va(jI.n.\. — This  organ  may  be  so  injured,  or  may  become  the 


12<i 


.I.V  AMERICAN    TKXT-BOOK   OF   <i  YNFA'OLOiiY. 


seat  of  dischur«res  ho  fatal  to  the  semen,  that  it  becomes  a  source  of 
sterility. 

^lalformatiom. — The  vugiuji  may  be  absent  coiigenitully.  Its 
occhisiou  is  very  rare,  Imt  exists,  both  sus  a  ecmgenitiil  tiiul  an  acquired 
condition.  A  severe  vaginitis  bn-s  been  the  cause  of  an  almost  total 
occlusion,  by  tlie  iigglutiiiatiou  of  the  vaginal  walls.  The  liymen  is 
sometimes  so  hypertrophied  that  it  becomes  a  barrier  to  copulation. 
Uuuatural  shortness  of  the  vagina  renders  it  incapable  of  reUuning 
the  semen  fur  a  suitable  length  of  time. 

Liffamti/ation. — Vaginitis  nearly  always  produces  discharges  fat;il 
lo  liie  >emen.  It  is  oceasianally  productive  of  that  condition  of 
spasm  (vdled  vagiuisiiiiis,  but  this  is  more  frequently  caused  by 
otlun-  eiiiiditiims. 

Injuries. — Extensive  peiineal  lacerations  often  become  causes 
of  sterility  by  shortening  and  .straightening  the  vagina.  Fistulte 
may  also  prevent  conception. 

Degeneration.^. — Elephantiasis  lal)i(»rnm  prevents  coitus,  and 
thus  becomes  a  barrier  to  insemination.  Extensive  urethral  carun- 
cle often  interferes  with  successful   intereour.se. 

General  State  of  the  Patient's  Health, — An  indelinable 
something  in  the  [latient's  general  condition  is  oftentimes  the  ap[iar- 
ent  cause  of  sterility.  The  proof  of  this  statement  consists  in  the  fact 
that  women  sterile  when  in  pour  health  often  conceive  when  their 
genend  etnidition  has  been  improved  by  remedies,  by  change  of 
climate,  or  by  travel.  Some  women  are  sterile  because  of  the  pres- 
ence of  discharges  from  the  genital  tract  which  have  their  origin  in 
a  .systemic  taint.  The  lithemic  siaU',  for  uxample,  may  give  rise 
to  discharges,  which  cease  when  an  antilithic  course  of  treatment 
has  been  followe<l,  and  conception  thereafter  may  follow.  Many 
cases  of  sterility  of  this  form  have  ireen  wholly  removed  by  a 
coui-se  of  treatment  at  suitable  minenil  sjirings. 

Under  tins  head  may  also  be  mentioned  that  variety  of  steril- 
ity which  is  dependent  upon  some  obscure  incompatibility  of  the 
parties,  illustrations  of  which  every  ]>hysician  of  experience  has 
encounieretl.  A  woman,  sterile  in  many  years  of  married  life, 
wlitt  lias  been  for  this  reason  abandoneil  by  her  husbainl,  eventu- 
ally secures  a  divorce,  is  married  to  a  second  husband,  and  bears 
a  nundjer  of  childreti.  The  old  illustrations  of  Augustus  urui 
Trivia  and  of  Napoleon  and  Jobe|thine  are  quoted  by  writere  on 
sterility. 
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It  is  well  never  to  lose  sight  of  tlie  fact  tliut  the  cause  of  ster- 
ility may  In;  resident  in  the  male,  ami  when  no  cause  can  be  found 
resident  in  the  wife,  a  critical  examination  of  the  husband  should 
be  miule.  Not  infrequently  the  physician  will  be  rewarded  by  the 
discovery  of  the  defect.  It  is  pos.sthle  that,  in  a  certain  pn>|M)rtii)ii 
of  the  cases,  when  the  womsin  has  conceived  by  a  second  marriage 
the  defect  existed  in  tlie  first  liusband. 

Diagnonig. — It  is  not  always  the  case  that  only  one  of  the  foregoing 
obstacles  to  conception  is  present.  Very  often  two  or  more  of  them 
coexist.  When  the  causes  of  sterility  are  manifold  in  the  siune 
patient,  it  is  obvious  that  the  skill  of  the  gynecologist  will  ofien  be 
taxed  in  recognizing  and  renioviiig  them.  A  complett?  diagno.sis 
can  Ije  arrived  at  only  by  an  exhaustive  examination.  It  is  always 
u  sale  plan  for  the  phy.sician  to  endeavor  to  Hnd  all  of  the  possible 
causes  of  sterility  in  his  patient. 

Frequently,  after  every  discoverable  obstacle  to  conception  has 
been  corrected,  sterility  will  still  exist. 

ProffnogxK. — In  no  condition  is  the  prognosis  more  uncertain. 
In  a  general  way  it  may  be  stilted  that  imperfect  develo|)ment  or 
marked  nialfornjatious  constitute  an  absolute  bar  to  cxjnception. 

In  the  same  manner,  it  may  be  stated  that  removable  obstacles 
to  conception,  as  intlanmiations,  flexions,  versions,  stenosis,  some 
vaginal  occlusion,  or  tistulae,  m;iy  be  treated  with  a  fair  prospect  of 
fruitful  results.  The  ajiparently  comjilote  removal  of  tlu\se  obsta- 
cles, however,  only  too  often  fails  to  render  the  woman  fruitful. 

Treatment. — A  successful  treatment  of  sterility  in  the  female  is 
secured  by  removal  of  all  the  obstacles  to  conceptif>n.  fSuch  treat- 
ment does  not  include  that  of  sterility  in  the  male,  all  hough  many 
gynecologists  investigate  the  male  first,  since  about  one  case  in  ten 
of  infecundity  in  marriages  has  its  origin  in  the  male.  With  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  however,  the  present  article  has  nothing 
lo  do. 

After  tlie  physician  has  discovered  as  many  obstacles  to  concej)- 
tion  a8  he  can  find,  he  must  .set  alx»ut  removing  them.  Insufficient 
trt?atraent  nearly  always  results  in  failure.  In  no  department  of 
gynecology  is  more  persistence  in  treatment  demanded. 

r retinal  caruncles,  vulvar  vegetations,  and  other  sensitive  ex- 
cnwcencesi  must  be  removed  or  destroyed. 

Vaginal  stenosis  or  coutructiou  must  be  stretched,  and  the  caual 
kept  patulous. 
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( 'ervicjil  stenasis  must  be  overcome  by  sea-taugle  or  tupelo  teuus 
itr  by  stretching  with  dilators.  Division  of  the  cervix  by  the 
hysterotonie  has  been  successfully  jvracticed  in  the  past,  but  is  at 
prt'sent  falling  into  disuse,  forcible  diljxtation  being  preferred. 

Uterine  deviations  must  be  corrected.  Versions  can  often  be 
rectified  by  suitable  pessaries.  It  has  been  suggested  that  aute- 
version  may  be  rorrecterl  by  allowing  the  bladder  to  become  dis- 
tended with  urine,  thus  pushing  the  fundus  uteri  backward  and 
throwing  the  cervix  sufficieutl}'  forwartl,  to  place  the  os  in  a  direct 
line  with  tfae  seminal  ejection  ;  the  entrance  of  the  semen  into  the 
cervical  canal  is  thus  facilitiited.  Similarly,  retroversion,  it  is 
alleged,  may  be  temporarily  corrected  by  allowing  the  rectum  to 
become  distended  with  feces,  whereby  the  fundus  uteri  may  be 
crowded  forward.  It  would  seem  moat  probable  that  both  thc^e 
procedures  would  defeat  the  desired  object.  Either  one  or  the  other 
would  teml  to  destroy  the  natural  S-shape  of  the  vagina,  producing, 
in  a  milder  tlegree,  the  same  condition  of  straightening  of  the  canal 
as  is  produccti  by  laceration  of  the  pelvic  floor.  Especially  in  the 
cjLse  of  coiistii^ation  the  result  would  be  a  tendency  to  non-retention 
of  the  semen  in  the  vagina.  The  theory  of  sterility  being  due  to 
a  backward  or  downvvaril  position  of  the  cervix  ha«  loug  been  ex- 
ploded. 

Flexions  demand  the  use  of  the  intra-uterine  stem  j>e88ary, 

HyiK'rinvolution  may  be  treated  with  the  galvanic  intra-uterine 
stem  pessary.  Similarly,  attempts  may  be  made  to  stimulate  the 
growth  of  an  imperfectly  develoj»ed  uterus. 

Inflammations  nmst  be  treated  secundum  artetu.  N'arious  anti- 
phlogistic meihods  of  treatment  are  in  vogue.  Cauterizing  applica- 
tions, hot-water  douches,  glycerin  tampons,  the  dry  treatment  of 
Knglemann,  etc.,  each  has  its  adherents. 

Morbid  growths  on  the  endometrium  must  be  removed  or  de- 
stroy eil. 

Quite  exceptionally,  the  method  of  introducing  semen  iiitt*  the 
uterus  by  means  of  a  syringe  and  tube  has  been  used,  it  is  alleged, 
successfully. 

In  the  treatment  of  all  eases  of  sterility  the  physician  nmst  never 
ignore  the  general  condition  of  the  patient.  Systemic  vices  must 
be  eradicateil  as  far  as  possible.  Many  cases  of  sterility  can  be 
cured  by  general  treatment.  Repeated  abortions  indicate  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  syphilitic  taint.     The  existence  of  this  vice   in   a 
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marked  degree  is  an  almost  certain  obstacle  to  the  chances  of  gesta- 
tion being  completed,  and  it  must  therefore  receive  continuous  and 
persistent  treatment  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  years. 
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By  auomalies  of  the  female  generative  organs  we  mean  tlie  con- 
genital (not  acquired)  partial  or  total  absence,  the  arrest  of,  or 
excessive  development,  or  a  peculiar  formation  or  malposition  of 
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Derelopment  of  the  Eitcnisl  G«nltal  OreHnu— dlftg-rammatlc.  1.  P,  rectum,  uonttnuous  with  Ali.  Rllantoli 
(bladder  J,  aiiil  if.  MtlUfr'a  rjinal  (vaK'n")  "•  J',  depression  of  the  inteKument  below  the  median  tubercle, 
wblcb  by  Its  proKrc,s.s  Inward  forms  the  vulva.  'J.  The  dcpresslou  baa  extended  inward  to  become 
oonttnuoiin  with  ilie  rectum  and  itie  ultaiitols  to  form  Ltio  cloaca,  CI.  3.  The  cloaca  baa  tpllc  Into  tbe 
uit>^n{tal  siuuH,  Ha,  and  the  anu",  u,  bv  the  down  K'^>'*'th  of  the  perineal  septum.  The  Htlllerian 
cantla  are  fused  to  forio  the  vagina,  r.'bebind  tbe  bladder,  £.  and  tbe  oritlceof  tbe  urethra,  v.  4. 
Tbe  perineum  cump1et«ly  furuiLKt.  h.  Tba  upper  porltou  of  tbe  uro-ftenltal  alntu  (M>ntract8  to  form 
the  urethra ;  the  luwer  portion  pcralsts  aod  forms  the  vestibule,  n,  Into  wblcb  both  urelbra  and 
vagina  empty. 
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Italformatlon  of  the  External  Genital  Organi— dlaKrammatlc.  I.  Complete  atreitia  of  tbe  vulvm:  r. 
rectum:  0,  genital  canal;  6.  bladder,  communleating  with  both.  2.  Complete  atresia  of  tbe  vulra: 
r,  rectum,  separated  from  the  allanttilH;  2>,  bladder,  and  g.  genital  canal,  distended  with  urine.  3. 
Atrvtiia  of  vai^na  and  ainm  :  ti,  pi-rineum,  Inroniplete;  b,  bladder:  r,  vaeiiia,  and  r,  rectum,  open 
by  a  common  cloaca.  4.  Hyposiiadlas  In  the  female:  first  degree  coincident  with  hypertmphy  of  the 
Clitoris;  t,  penlBlent  urrt-getitcal  Finus.  to  which  'lurceedK  the  long  vestibular  canal ;  v,  urethra,  and  v, 
vagina,  opcnlnit  into  tbe  vestibular  canal;  c,  livr>ertrn)ililed  clltnrlii.  f>.  Hyp<]spadia*  In  tbe  female, 
properly  so-called ;  tbe  allantoU  »  hollv  iransforuied  into  a  bladder,  which  opeiu  directly,  without  the 
Intermediate  urethra,  into  tbe  urogenital  idnu»— that  Is,  into  the  Teatlbule. 
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any  part  of  the  generative  tract,  considered  first,  in  general,  aa 
abnormalities  of  the  external  and  internal  zones;  and,  secondly,  as 
abuornialities  in  individual  organs,  dividing  them  for  consideration 
into: 

1.  General  anomalies  of  the  two  zones :  true  and  apparent  her- 
niaphrodism. 

2.  Anomalies  of  tlie  separate  organs : 

a.  The  external  zone :  the  vulva,  labia,  nymphse,  clitoris, 
and  the  vagina ;  hypospadias  and  epispadias. 

b.  The  internal  zone:    the  uterus,  Fallopian   tubes,  and 
ovaries. 

I.   General — Total  Absence  of  Either  or  of  Both  Zones. 

There  is  on  record  no  authentic  case  of  entire  absence  of  both 
external  and  internal  generative  organs  in  the  same  person.  Occa- 
sionally there  have  been  re]>orted  cases  of  acephalic  fetuses,  prema- 
turely born,  in  which  no  trace  of  generative  organs  could  be  dis- 
covered, but  the.se  are  extremely  rare ;  more  than  that,  no  authentic 
cases  have  been  proven,  altliough  many  have  been  described,  in 
which  the  external  genitals  have  been  entirely  lacking;  in  every 
case  properly  examined  rudimentary  processes  have  iaeen  found. 

Foville  reported  a  case  in  which  there  was  absence  of  the  nym- 
phoB,  labia,  and  clitoris,  with  a  fusion  of  the  vestibule ;  a  minute 
opening  only  was  present,  tlie  outlet  of  the  urogenital  canals, 
through  which  the  urine  and  menstrual  fluid  passed.  In  this 
case  Klebs  claimed  there  was  fusion  of  the  raph^.  Meckel  has 
described  some  old  cases  of  entire  absence  of  the  genitals,  but  in 
these  cases  there  was  a  depression  or  an  elevation  where  the  vulva 
should  have  been,  and  the  details  of  the  examinations  were  so 
meagre  that  they  cannot  l>e  citlled  authentic  cases.     The  complete 

.absence  of  the  internal  organs  of  generation  is  an  extremely  rare 
anomaly,  if  it  exists.  Kussmaul  describes  a  female  in  which  the 
most  careful  examination  showed  no  signs  of  uterus,  ovaries,  or 
tubes,  and  where  the  vagina  existed  as  a  minute  opening.  Emmet 
records  a  case  where  a  woman,  so  called,  had  been  married  for  two 
years,  but  had  never  menstruated.     An  examination  showed  that 

'aexual  intercourse  had  been  airried  on  through  the  urethra  and 
into  the  bladder.  In  this  case  he  was  unable  to  discover  any  signs 
of  vagina  or  uterus. 

Other  writers  have  described  similar  cases,  but  in  few  of  them 
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has  au  atitopsy  been  obtained,  and  then,  in  each  case  examined,  rudi- 
mentary orgiui!^  Lave  beeu  discovered. 

True  Hermaph I'odiitm ,  in  which  one  or  more  of  (he  generative  organs 
of  the  male  and  female  are  present  in  the  mmr.  indiindual. 
Dohrn  denies  the  existence  of  true  iierniaplirodisni  in  tlie  hunuin 
race,  however  common  it  may  be  in  the  vegetable  and  animal  king- 
doms, vifhile  Skene  mentions  Hiklebrunt  and  liaanon  as  having 
authentic  cases  wliich  they  reported.  Ivlebs  classified  hermaphro- 
dism  into — 

1.  Bihiteral,  where  the  ovaries  and  testicles  exist  simulumaiusly 

on  both  sides ; 

2.  Unihiteral,  where  both  ovary  and  testicle  are  present  on  one 

side  at  least ; 

3.  Lateral,  where  the  ovary  and  testicle  are  present  on  diflereut 

sides. 

Ahlfeld  claims  that  there  has  never  been  on  record  a  proven  case 
of  unilateral  hermaphrodi^im,  and  tliat  he  has  his  tloubt.s  about  the 
existence  ot'  bilateral  heriuaphrudisni.  Zweitel  agrees  with  him  in 
this.  Ahlfeld  mentions  the  cases  reitorted  by  Heppner  and  Schiicll 
of  bilateral  hermaphrodisni,  but  there  wius  so  nnich  difference  of 
opinion  about  them  that  certainly  nothing  definite  was  proven. 
Zweifel  quotes  the  following  men  as  having  recorded  ca.ses  of  lateral 
hermaphrodism  :  8ue,  Barkow,  BertlioUl,  Hannon,  ifeyer,  Gruber, 
ami  Klotz.  Courty  divides  true  hermaphrodism  into  lateral,  trans- 
verse, and  vertical  or  doiiljle,  and  says:  "  Two  cases  are  now  recorded 
— one  by  Kokitansky  and  anotlier  by  Ilcppner — which  prove  to 
a  certainty  that  the  siiuultaneous  presence  uf  organs,  characteristic 
of  botli  sexes,  may  be  found  in  the  saine  indivi<lual,  not  only  the  one 
on  one  side,  tlie  other  on  the  other,  but  simultaneously  on  the  same 
side."  The  aiitnpsy  in  Rokitansky's  CJise  in  18()9  showed  two  ova- 
ries with  their  tubes,  a  rudimentary  uterus,  and  one  testicle,  with 
vas  deferens  containing  spermatozoa.  This  imlividual  menstruated 
regularly,  and  had  an  imjierforated  penis  and  a  bifid  scrotum.  The 
CJise  of  Heppner,  the  second  one  he  rejiorted.  was  the  autopsy  upon  a 
six  weeks'  infant,  in  which  he  found  a  complete  internal  generative 
apparatus,  a  penis,  hypospadias,  and  two  supernumerary  glands, 
which  he  pronounced  to  be  testicles.  Slavjansky  declared  that 
these  two  supernumerary  glands  were  ovaries,  and  not  testicles. 

Zweifel  says  of  congenital  hermaphrodism  :   "  In   not  a  single 
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case  Hs  yet,  however,  have  spermatozoa  been  louiid  in  heniuijthru- 
dites,  the  ejaculations   consisting  simply   of  such  a  fluid  as  eveu 
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females  secrete  on  irritation  of  their  sexual  organs."  Still,  it  is 
certainly  a  fact  that  the  tendency  iu  the  niHJority  of  cases  is  toward 
the  male  type,  and  that  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  authentic  cases  have 
been  of  lateral  hennaphrodism.  In  apparent  or  pseudo-herniaphro- 
tiisra  the  female  may  simulate  the  male  tyj)e,  by  an  abnormal  devel- 
opment of  the  clitorJH  and  a  hernial  descent  of  the  ovary  into  the 
labia,  as  described  by  Auger;  or,  in  cases  of  hypospadias  the  male 
may  resemble  the  female,  the  fissure  of  the  corpora  cavernosa  being 
taken  for  a  vagina,  and  the  penis,  which  iu  tlu«e  cases  is  nearly 
always  atrophied,  Injiiig  mistaken  for  an  hypertrophied  clitoris.  In 
Home  of  the  cases  ilescribed,  the  non-descent  of  the  testicles  into  the 
acrotura  made  the  diagnosis  more  difficult.  Vice  vend,  Junie,  Coste, 
Engel,  an<i  Hnguier  <le.s!cril>e  ca.'^es  i)f  hypospadias  in  the  female, 
with  hypertnjpliy  of  the  clitoris,  that  were  regarde<l   and   reared 
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as  males.  Leopold  recorded  a  case  hi  which  a  male  pseudo-her- 
maphrodite was  married  as  a  female.  There  existed,  in  place  of  the 
vagina,  a  cul-de-sac.     Oldham  cites  two  cases  where  herniated  ova- 
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ried  in  persons  who  had  never  menstruated  gave  rise  to  a  mistake 
of  sex.     Ricco  and  Steglehuer  reported  cases  of  the  same  sort. 

II.  Anomalies  of  the  Separate  Okgans — the  External 
Zone,  Vulva,  Labia,  etc. 

Louis  and  Petit  mention  eases  of  acephalic  inonsters  in  which 
there  was  complete  absence  of  the  vulva.  Two  cases  were  described 
by  Riolan  in  wliieh  the  left  labium  niajuf*  was  lacking.  Kussmaul 
(iesi-1'ihe.-s  Rossi's  case,  where  tlie  vagina  existed  as  a  most  minute 
opening,  and  Foville's  case,  referred  to  Iwfore,  showed  an  absence 
of  hibia,  nynij>htB,  and  clitoris.  Coste  ami  Heggel  have  on  record 
cases  where  the  labia  were  undeveloped,  being  represented  by  lit- 
tle ridges  of  integument. 
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Meckel,  Granville,  and  Mayer  have  cited  instances  where  the 
labia  luajom  have  been  rudimentary  or  lacking.  There  are,  of 
course,  many  cases  on  record  of  a  lack  of  develo[)nient  of  the 
external  genitals  as  a  whole,  and  where  tlie  parts,  even  in  adnlt 
life,  resemble  those  of  nn  infant.  Cases  of  hypcr-enlargeiuent 
or  multiplication  of  the  labia  are  not  so  rare.  Meissner,  Morga- 
gni,  Winckel,  and  Neubauer  mention  cases  where  there  have  been 
three  and  fourfold  labia  aiul  nympha\  Zweifel  quotes  Halle  hs 
recording  a  case  in  which  the  nymphte  covered  the  anus.  Among 
certain  tribes  (the  Hottentots,  for  example)  the  labia  are  of  enor- 
mous size  and  hang  down  for  six  or  eight  inches  (the  Hottentot 
apron). 

Arnaud  and  Morpain  dej^cribe  «ise.'<  of  al)sence  of  the  clitoris, 
and  Mannosi  refers  to  a  aise  in  which  an  autopsy  showed  no  sign 
of  even  a  rudimentary  clitoris.  Zweifel  mentions  Mei&suer  i»s  quot- 
ing unquestionable  cases  of  congenittil  hypertrophy  of  the  clitoris, 
reported  by  Tnlpius,  DeGraaf,  Zachifis  Avicenna,  Plater,  Rluidius, 
and  Panarali.  Frick,  Armand,  and  Coste  report  cases  of  hypertro- 
phy where  the  clitoris  was  as  large  as  an  erect  penis.  Ahlfehl 
describes  several  cases  of  this  sort  in  full.  The  clitoris,  like  all 
the  other  generative  organs,  may  remain  in  an  undeveloped  state, 
and  yet,  according  to  some  writers,  may  not  be.  properly  speaking, 
an  anomaly. 

Congenital  hypospadias  find  epispadias  are  not  uncommon  in 
the  female.  In  epispadias  the  clitoris  is  split  at  its  upper  or  lower 
portion,  as  the  case  may  be.  Roser,  Schroder,  Gosselin,  and  Teste- 
lin  httve  reported  ca.ses.  Roser's  and  Schroder's  were  oj>erated  u]ion 
and  cure<l  by  Moricke  and  Frommel.  In  hypospadias  the  posterior 
wall  of  the  urethra  is  lacking,  the  canal  opening  upward  into  the 
vagina.  There  is  seldom  a  fissure  of  the  clitoris  in  cases  f)f  hypo- 
spud  i  as. 

The  Hymen. — Roze,  in  his  interesting  thesis,  goes  fully  into  the 
i|ueKtion  of  the  abnormalities  of  the  hymen,  and  C-ourty,  in  his  work, 
discusses  the  question  in  full.  Illustrations  are  given  of  the  <lif- 
ferent  iinomidies. 

Zweifel  writes  that  "  very  likely,  atresia  of  the  hymen  is  not 
an  anomaly  of  develojiment,"  and  quotes  Briesky  as  expressing 
the  opinion,  that  it  is  simply  the  secondary  obliteration  of  a  pre- 
viously fornie«l  cnnHJ.  through  defective  hornification  of  the  .super- 
ficial epithelium.      Briesky  in  his  eliapter  on  congenital   malfornia- 
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tion  sajs :  "  Hyraenial  atresia,  however,  is  excessively  lure  as  an 
acquired  condition."  and  he  states  that  he  has  but  once  met 
with  a  true  atresia  hymenalis  in  a  new-born  girl.  The  genit4il^^ 
were  otherwise  normal  in  this  child.  lie  <;ives  an  interestintr  list 
of  eighteen  cases  of  hymenalis  and  vaginal  alresia  operated  upon 
and  cured  bv  him.  Zweifel  himself  had  a  case  of  *'  atresia  hviuen- 
alis  "  where  the  entire  vagina  was  affected  hy  this  epithelial  adhe- 
sion ;  so,  too,  the  casts  reported  of  douVjle  hymens  are  simply  adhe- 
sions of  the  epithelial  cells. 

The  Vagina. — Atre4?ia  or  absence  of  the  vagina  may  Ik-  j)ar- 
tial  or  total,  and,  according  to  C'ourty,  may  coexist  with  absence 
of  the  uterus  ur  with  a  ntvrnial  uterus.  Cook,  Yagishita,  Matters- 
dorf,  and  Barsony  have  lately  record(*<l  cases  of  congenital  vaginal 
atresia.  Atresia  of  the  vagina,  to  quote  Briesky,  is  ]>robaMy  due  to 
a  .secondary  adhesion,  as  is  atresia  of  the  hymen,  rather  than  to 
an  anomaly  of  insufficient  formation.  Bokal  and  Zweifel  seem 
to  agree  witli  him  in  this  theor}'.  Briesky  goes  on  to  say  that  the 
arrest  of  development  may  be  of  two  kinds — cloaca,  due  to  defect- 
ive division  between  the  rectum  aird  bladder,  and  the  existence  of 
intravaginal  septa.  The  cloaca  may  be  comjjlete  or  incomplete ; 
the  latter  mav  be  uro-i'enital  or  recto-s;enitui.  "The  atresia  of 
the  up|>er  and  middle  portion  of  the  vagina  is  due  to  the  loss 
of  the  existing  lumen  of  the  divided  or  united  vaginal  pijrtions 
of  Miiller's  ducts,"  but  when  the  lower  vaginal  part  is  wanting, 
there  may  be  a  total  absence  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Miillerian 
ducts.  Courty  describes  complete  uro-recto-vaginal  cloaca  in  a 
new-i>orn  child,  and  a  recto-vaginal  cloaca  in  a  girl  of  sixteen,  who 
had  an  imperforate  hymen  and  menstruated  through  the  anus.  He 
cites  several  other  crises  of  cloaca  more  or  less  severe.  There  may 
l>e  a  transverse  division  of  the  vagina,  the  so-called  double  hymen, 
or  a  longitudinal  division,  either  from  right  to  left — a  rare  anomaly 
— or  from  before  backward,  the  so-called  double  vagina.  These 
divisions  may  be  complete  or  incomplete.  Puech  states  that  more 
than  one  hundred  cases  of  this  anomaly  have  coexisted  with  anom- 
alies of  the  uterus,  and  less  than  fifteen  have  been  reported  with  a 
normal  uterus.  Great  differences  exist  as  to  the  length  and  breadth 
and  shortness  of  normal  vaginre ;  anomalies  of  excessive  length, 
etc.,  have  been  described  by  Toison,  Scanzoni,  Courty,  Zweifel,  and 
Puech. 
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Internal   Ort/ans   (tlie  uterus,  Fallopian  tubes,  atul   ovaries). — 
The  Uterus. — The  division  of  uterine  anomalies  is  as  follows: 
I.  Dtfecttis  tderi.     Tottil  absence  of  the  uterus. 
II.  Rudimoitarius  uteri.     Rudiinentarv  uterus. 

III.  Uterus  unicornis.     The  one-horned  uterus. 

IV.  Uterus  bicornis.      The  two-horned  uterus. 
V.    Uterus  se^dus.     Two-chambered  uterus, 

VI.    Ulerua  dvplez  w  didvlphys.    The  double  uterus. 
VII.  Dcfcctm  cl  rudimentarius  cervix  uteri.     Defective  and  ruiii- 
mentary  cervix  of  tl»e  uterus. 
VIII.  Abnormalities  of  jiositiun. 
Borner  gives  as  the  probable  ultimate  causes  of  the  faults  of 
development  in  the  uterus  the  following: 

1.  Interferenee  with  the  ap[m>ximatinii  of  uuiou  of  the  two 
lateral  organs  which  go  to  form  the  uterus. 

2.  Interference  with  the  di.sappeartince  of  the  vaginal  septum 
formed  by  the  union  of  the  meilian  wall.'^,  which  gives  the  double- 
cavity  ntcrn.s. 

8.  Nutritive  disturbances  in  the  original  wenital  structure. 

4.  The  fact  that  the  obstacle  to  development  may  occur  so  early 
in  fetal  life  that  the  foundations  of  a  part  of  the  uterine  structure 
are  not  laid ;  in  this  way  a  segment  on  one  or  both  sides  may  be 
missing.  Hart  and  Barb»)ur  give  ay  the  two  causes  which  together 
operate  to  produce  malformations,  arrested  development  and  arrested 
growth. 

I.  Dcfectns  Uteri. — KusHmaul  and  Horner  claim  that  the  uterus 
is  rarely  if  ever  entirely  wanting,  and  that  au  autopsy  on  any  c;«e 
will  reveal  some  vestige  of  a  nidinientary  or  atrophied  organ. 
County  quotes  a  case  in  which  there  was  claimed  a  total  absence 
of  the  internal  organs  of  generation.  Borner,  Quain,  and  Stegle- 
huer  report  cases  in  which,  on  the  living  subject.**,  they  could  find 
no  trace  of  uterus,  ovaries,  or  tubes.  In  monstrosities  in  which  uo 
uterus  was  found,  no  traces  of  the  Miilierian  ducts  were  discovered. 

II.  Uterus  Rudimentarius. — Veit,  Lsingenbeck.  and  Negji  have 
described  cases  where  the  uterus  seemed  little  more  tbau  a  thicken- 
ing on  the  posterior  vesiral  wall.  Cases  have  been  reported  varying 
from  this  highest  grade  of  deformity  to  the  approach  of  the  normal. 
The  ovaries  in  these  cases  are  generally  present,  and  are  often  nor- 
mal ;  there  is  no  trace  in  the  more  pronounced  cases  of  any  perio<lic 
ovulation.     Borner,  Tiiuifer,  Laugenbeck,  and  Peaslee  report  cases 
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where  relief  was  sought  for  pains  and  backache  occurring  regularly 
each  month,  but  without  ever  being  accompanied  by  menstruation. 


Fig.  84. 


8olid  Rndlnienl&ry  IHerug,  consisting  of  one  Cervix  und  two  Horn* :  a,  bladder  cat  open  ;  66.  nreten ;  ce, 
umblllrul  artiTlcs;  rf.  rectum  ;  <:,  cervix',  ^,  coruuti  uf  tbe  uteniHi  (ra,  round  llgnmejilai  AA,  ovarlea 
with  rolUclex;  i,  nidlmenl  of  tbu  FaUoplau  tul)e  :  kk,  pcrlutnca]  dupticuiiire  of  tbe  OTUiei. 

In  a  case  of  this  sort  Leopold  operated  and  removed  a  rudimentary 
lejfl  uterine  coruu  and  ovary  with  a  perfect  recovery. 


Fio.  95. 


Fig.  96. 


Ulerua  Bipartliux:  a,  clo«ed  Titfrina;  6,  cervix  uteri; 
ee,  coniun  of  the  ultrtia ;  <1<1,  hollour  vxpansiun  of 
the  ifiniua ;  re,  atrophied  ovaries;  /,  Kallopiaa 
tube ;  m<  ruund  llgamuiiti) ;  hli,  bruad  lixamenta. 


In&ntile  Uterus. 


III.  Uterus  Unicornis. — An  anomaly  in  which  only  one  horn  of 
the  uterus  has  been  developed,  the  Miiilerian  duct  on  the  opposite 
aide  being  atrophied,  absent,  or  undeveloped.  In  this  case  the  ute- 
rus is  elongated  and  lies,  obliquely  bent,  to  one  or  the  other  side. 
Pregnancy  in  these  Ciises  occuiv  naturally,  if  the  vagina  be  normal, 
and  the  shape  of  the  uterus  causes  the  fetus  to  lie  vertically.  In 
a  ca.se  of  Moldenhauer's,  on  delivery,  rupture  of  the  uterine  walls 
occurred.  Hegar,  Fninkenhausen,  Borniski,  and  Borner  d&scribe 
cases  where  one  cornu  wiL<i  atrophieii. 

Koeberle  [>erfi)rn)ed  Cee-sarean  section  anf]  removed  piecemeal  a 
fetus  from  a  right  uterine  horn. 

Salin,  Litzmann,  and  Sanger  performed  abdominal  sections  for 
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the  removal  of  diaguosed    dead  fetuses,  and  fouud   ihat  in   each 
case  conception  in  a  uterus  unicornis  had  occurred. 

Fie.  97. 
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rt«nu  Coloomls  wllh  rudinicnlsry  v<inm  :  I.II,  t>i,  I.T.  and  L  Lr,  hi>rn,  "vitry,  tutM*.  aiiil  rxmnd  llipimunl 
of  Ur>  left  aide  ;  ICll,  lia,  UT,  and  K  I.r,  Ihikw  of  (Iil-  rJKht  side. 

IV.  Uterus  b-icoruis  is  the  result  of  u  non-union  of  lliat  part  of 
the  Miillerian  ducts  wliich  goes  to  form  the  body  of  the  iittrus, 
leaving  a  division  or  fissure,  more  or  less  pronounced,  from  Ijefore 
backward  over  the  fundus,  sepanitiu«5  the  cornu,  which  projects  at  a 
more  or  less  obtuse  angle,  each  cornu  having  its  distinct  ciivity.    Tlw 
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Uterus  in  these  cases  is  often  twisted  mi  its  long  axis,  and  may  contain 
a  partition-wall.  Cases  have  been  recorded  in  which  the  uterus  and 
the  cervix  have  been  divided  into  two  separate  compartment?.  The 
two  horns  are  seldom  ecjualiy  develo}wd.  but  the  ovaries  and  tubes 
are  generally  normal ;  tlu*  vagina,  howe-ver,  often  hiu<  the  same 
duplexiiy.  There  may  Ix-  atresia  of  one  of  the  h<M'n.<.  Jn  cjises 
of  extreme  .separation  of  the  two  halves*,  menstrual  ion  does  not 
always  occur  simultaneously  from  the  two  cornu.  and  in  .stmie  cases 
a  pregnancy  in  one  half  does  not  interfere  with  nietisiruation  from 
the  other.  Henderson  made  interesting  notes  on  a  case  of  this  kind, 
watching  the  woman  for  sixteen  years  anil  delivering  her  of  six 
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dus,  or  may  be  incomplete  and  only  oxtctul  part  of  iht-  way.  in  tliLs 
anomaly  the  ducts  of  Miiller  liave  coalesced,  but  llie  partition-wall 
has  not  been  absorbed.  Blackwooti  recorded  u  case  in  whicli  men- 
struation occurred  alternately  from  .either  side.  This  abnoinwdity 
interferes  very  little  with  [ire>;ntUiuy,,  but  if  the  [daceiita  is  ;itt:ielied 
to  the  thin  partition-wall,  jirofuse  hemorrhage  nuiy  u*r'ur.  Huge 
recently  split  the  partition-wall  in  a  woman  who  hud  miscarried 
twice,  and  in  the  third  pregnancy  she  was  delivered  at  term. 

VI.  Uterus  dnplcx  or  I}'tdc'lpfujs, — The  develapnieiit  of  two  com- 
plete and  independent  uteri,  witii  no  partiti(»n-wall  and  no  adlie- 
Hions.     ^layrhofer  claims  that   this  anomaly  can  only  occur  with 
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changes  that  wouKl  rendf-r  life  impoasible,  and  so  thinks  that  cases 
rejxjrted  as  duplex  are  only  cjises  of  .septus. 

In  Olliver's  interesting  case  the  autopsy  showed  two  distinct 
uteri,  separated  by  folds  of  the  intestines  from  each  other;  and 
(Jlliver  quotes  Bonnet  as  having  had  the  sjime  sort  of  a  wise. 
Heitzniann's  case  was  similar  to  this,  with  the  additional  fact  that 
not  only  the  bodies  of  the  two  uteri,  but  also  the  two  cervices,  were 
widely  separated.  In  all  tlK*se  cases  there  was  but  one  set  of 
appendages  to  each  uterus,  and  but  one  broad  and  lateral  ligament. 

Winckel  and  Ciussau  have  reported  similar  cases,  and  Hcliroder 
one  in  which  the  rectum  was  between  the  two  uteri.  Menstruation 
has  l>een  in  these  cases  normal.  Satschowa  reports  a  case  where 
both  cavities  were  gravid  at  the  same  time. 


142 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK  OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


VI I.  Abnormalities  of  the  cervix  uteri  are  common  both  in  the 
size  and  shape  of  the  canal  and  the  external  os,  and  in  the  size  and 
shape  of  the  cervix  itself.  These  are  well  described  by  Courtj  in 
his  work  on  the  uterus,  ovaries,  and  tabes.  Winckel  and  Heitz- 
nisinti  have  recorded  eases  of  a  double  os  uteri,  or  a  normal  uterus 
and  cervix  with  the  external  os  divided  into  two  parts  by  an  unab- 
sorbed  partition.  Bonier  describes  a  case  of  his  own  of  compHca- 
tion  of  the  cervical  cavity,  which  appeared  at  first  sight  like  a  cervix 
witliin  a  cervix,  and  quotes  a  case  of  Breisky's  at  Berne  which  was 
of  the  same  kind.  Borner  was  the  first  to  describe  this  anomaly, 
and  considers  it  extremely  rare. 

VIII.  Abnonnality  of  position,  is  caused  probably  by  the  insuf- 
ficient development  of  one  of  the  Miillerian  duets,  afthuugh  united 
to  its  opposite  duct;  again,  there  may  be  a  difference  in  the  position 
of  the  two  Mijller's  ducts,  one  being  lower  than  the  other,  so  that 
the  fundus  when  developed  is  bent  to  the  right  or  left  as  the  case 
may  be,  or  even  twisted  upon  itself. 

Kussmaul  found  this  malposition  in  an  autopsy  upon  a  child, 
and  in  his  case,  one  of  the  lateral  ligaments  was  abnormally  short. 
Fetal  iiiHamraations  may  play  their  part  in  these  abnormalities. 
Sterility  generally  is  present  in  these  cases. 

The  Abnormalilies  of  the  Fallopian  Tubes. — The  entire  absence  of 
the  Fallopian  tubes  rarely  occurs,  Conrty  says,  even  when  the  uterus 
is  entirely  absent.  In  eases  of  uterni>  unicornis,  both  the  tube  and 
ovary  are  lacking  on  the  undeveloped  side.  Winckel,  in  post- 
mortem examination  of  500  female  bodies,  found  the  tubes  to  be  of 
unequal  length  in  2f5 ;  in  8  cases  the  tubes  were  from  4i  to  5  inches 
long ;  and  in  2  cases  he  found  accessory  tubal  ostia.  Klob  and 
Rokitansky  have  called  attention  to  the  differences  in  form  of  the 
ends  of  the  tubes,  and  described  supplementary  openings  that  some- 
times occur  at  or  near  the  ends.  Hcnnig  described  three  cases  of 
accessory  tubes,  and  Bandl  rejwrted  a  c«se  in  which  the  tube  was 
normally  developed,  but  imperforated.  Congenitjd  abnormalities 
of  position  and  development  of  the  uterus  naturally  give  rise  to 
abnormalities  of  position  of  the  tubes,  ami  congenit;il  hernias  of  the 
ovaries  carry  the  tubes  with  them  as  a  rule.  Olshausen  says:  *'  In 
some,  the  Fallopian  tube  is  defective,  and  its  internal  extremity  is 
alone  developed ;  its  abdominal  extremity  is  destitute  of  fimbria 
and  obliterated."  Keppler  describes  a  supernumerary  tube  with 
a  corresponding  third  ovary,  that  occurred  in  one  of  his  cases. 
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Ovarian  Anamalies. — Congenital  absence  of  both  ovaries,  like 
absence  ot*  botli  tubes,  j)robably  occurs  only  in  non-viable  mon- 
strosities, according  to  Olshauseii,  and  reported  cases  in  individuals 
cannot  be  considered  authentic,  since  torsion  and  constriction  may 
cause  such  marked  atrophy  as  to  leave  little,  if  any,  vestiges  of  the 
once-present  ovary.  Rokitansky  demonstrated  this  condition  in 
several  of  his  cases.  Absence  of  one  ovary  only  occurs  in  cases 
of  uterus  unicornis.  Grohe  first  reported  a  case  of  supernumerary 
ovary,  and  mentions  a  second  case  described  by  Klebs  where  the 
constriction  of  a  band  cut  the  ovary  into  two  halves,  each  eontuin- 
ing  Graafian  follicles  in  a  rudimentary  state. 

Sinety's  autopsy  on  a  new-born  babe  showed  six  appendages  to 
one  of  the  ovaries :  one  of  these  appendages  showed  normal  ovarian 
structure,  while  the  rest  were  cystic. 

Keppler,  as  mentioned  before,  found  a  third  ovary  and  tube  in 
one  of  his  cases.  Kochs,  Lumniczer,  and  Winckel  describe  similar 
Bes.  Beigel  found  appendages  to  normal  ovaries  containing 
Ovarian  tissue  8  times  in  350  post-mortems,  and  Winckel  18  times 
in  500  autopsies.  Waldeyer  found  6  in  one  ovary.  These  extra 
ovaries  are  generally  bilateral ;  their  peculiar  feature  is  their  imper- 
fect development.  Klebs  declares  that  ovaries,  in  which  germinal 
epithelium  projects  into  the  stroma,  with  separation  of  these  tubes 
from  the  surface  epithelium,  without  the  development  of  follicles 
and  ova,  are  similar  in  many  ways  and  in  appearance  to  testicles. 
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Genital  tubkrculosis  in  the  t't'inak-  may  exist  as  a  primary 
affcetion,  although  in  the  great  inajorily  of  cases  it  is  secoiulary  to 
tiibCTcular  diseiise  elsewhere.  As  a  primary  affection  it  has  heen 
found  in  from  5  to  15  per  cent,  of  cases.  J.  Wliitbridge  Wil- 
liams collecteil  statistics  showing  genital  tuberrulo^is  in  from  1  to 
84  per  cent,  of  autopsies  on  plithisical  women,  and  in  1  of  every  12 
abdominal  sections  for  inflammatory  disease.  Cohabitation  witli 
one  affi'clt'd  with  tuberculosis  of  the  genital,  urimd.  or  intestinal 
tract  may  be  the  cause.  Inoculation  may  occur  by  means  of  nn 
instrument,  finger,  clothing,  or  other  foreign  body  contiiminated 
with  the  germs.  It  seems  possible  that  the  tubercle  bacilli  may 
enter  tlie  blood  and  obtain  their  Hrst  foothold  in  the  diseased 
genital  organs. 

As  a  secondary  affection  genital  tuberculosis  may  be  caused  by 
excursions  of  the  germs  from  distant  part-s,  through  the  blood-  or 
lym()h-channels;  by  direct  extension,  as  from  the  peritoneum, 
intestines,  or  urinary  organs;  or  by  auto-inoculation  through  the 
infected  urinary,  alviue,  pulmonary,  or  other  excretions  and  dis- 
charges. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Vulva. 

Primary  tuberculosis  of  the  vulva  is  almo.st  necessarily  a  skin 
atiectiou,  and  occurs  only  in  the  form  of  lupus,  unless  we  exccjjt 
those  cases  of  coincident  vaginal  and  vulval  ulceration  observed  l)y 
Deschamps,  Chiari,  and  Zweigenbaum.  In  these  cases  the  diseas^e 
was  probal)ly  of  vaginal'  origin,  and  not  a  true  tuberculosis  of  the 
vulva. 

Lupus  begin.s  on  the  cutaneous  portions  of  the  vulva  in  the  form 
of  hard  masses,  of  a  dark-red,  livid  color,  imbedded  in  indurated  skin. 
Sometimes  there  will  be  one  large  mass,  sometimes  a  more  diffused 
infiltration  with  several  masses.  On  the  dull-red  or  yellowish- 
brown  surface  or  surfaces,  brigliter  red,  projecting  tubercles  appear, 
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which  in  a  few  weeks  or  months  commence  to  ulcerate  and  exude 
a  serous  fluid.  When  there  is  but  a  single  mass,  the  whole  surface 
aasumea  the  appearance  of  a  raised,  unhealthy  ulcer,  while,  in  the 
diffuse  variety,  the  ulcers  may  be  separated.  The  base  is  hsird  and 
does  not  usualiy  bleed  easily,  and  is  composed  of  friable,  unliealthy- 
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looking  granulation-tis«ue.  As  the  disease  spreads  it  takes  in  more 
and  more  of  the  skin,  and  finally  iuvades  the  lymphatic  glands  and 
internal  organs.  The  course  is  usually  slow,  extending  over  years, 
and  in  old  ca-^es  is  often  accompanied  by  cicatricial  contraction  in 
places,  thus  producing  more  or  less  deformity.  The  general  healtli 
does  not,  at  first,  suffer,  but  the  disease,  after  lasting  several  years, 
asually  ends  fatally. 

The  DIAGNOSIS  presents  no  real  difficulty,  for  its  slow  develop- 
ment and  chronicity  difitinguish  it  from  cancer  and  malignant  dis- 
ease, while  the  ulcerative  characteristics  diflerentiate  it  from  ele- 
phantiasis. 

The  TBEATMKNT  should  always  Ik;  i-adicjd.     When  po-ssible,  the 
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diseased  parts  should  be  extirpated.  Wlien  not,  a  thorough  curettinj^ 
with  a  sharp  instrument,  followed  by  a  disinfection  of  the  wound 
with  strong  acid,  may  be  tried  and  re[)eated  as  often  as  the  disease 
returns.  Free  incisions  or  linear  scarifications  fiivor  cicatrization 
and  healing.     Deep  cauterization  by  means  of  electro-puncture  is 
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the  most  satisfactory  way  of  treating  many  cases,  for  all  parts  of  the 
diseased  tissue  can  thus  be  reached  and  cicatrization  secured.  Tlie 
treatment  must  be  repeated  hs  fast  as  the  disease  recurs  or  redevel- 
ops, until  all  foci  are  finally  destroyed. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Vagixa. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  vagina  is  usually  secondary,  although  a  few 
cases  have  been  observed  in  which  no  other  foci  of  the  disease  could 
be  discovered. 

It  commences  in  the  form  of  miliary  tubercles,  which  in  time 
break  down  and  form  irregular,  Hat  ulcers  with  sharply-defined 
edges  and  a  depressed  grayish  or  yellowish-gray  base,  studded  with 
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IfTanulations  and  covered  by  caseous  matter.  An  area  of  hyperemia 
inore  or  less  filled  witli  miliary  tubercles  usually  surrounds  the 
ulcer. 

Tul)ercul!ir  fistula  mav  result  either  from  the  vadnal  ulceration 
extending  into  the  connective  tissue,  and  thence  into  the  rectum, 
bladder  or  perineum,  or  from  perforating  rectal  or  vesical  ulcers. 
We  have  been  able  to  trace  one  fistula  to  ulceration  of  tlie  Fal- 
lopian tube  into  the  connective  tissue  and  out  at  the  skin  over 
the  perineum. 

The  usual  seat  of  vaginal  tuberculosis  is  in  the  posterior  fornix, 
which  probably  becomes  infected  by  the  uterine  secretions.  It  has 
been  found  that  peritoneal  or  tubal  tuberculosis  may,  either  of  them, 
infect  the  vagina  without  infecting  the  intervening  structures,  al- 
though in  the  majority  of  cases  the  uterus  also  becomes  infected. 

When  the  poison  is  introduced  from  without,  the  lower  portion 
of  the  vagina  may  become  first  attacked. 

The  vaginal  epithelium  resists  the  invasion  of  tubercle  bacilli 
until  it  becomes  injured  or  abraded  by  trauma  or  tlie  presence  of 
irritating  fluids  or  secretions. 

The  character  of  the  ulceration  and  the  fact  that  miliary  tuber- 
cles in  the  vaginal  walls  are  almost  invariably  connecteil  with  tuber- 
culosis elsewhere,  will  prevent  them  becoming  mi.staken  for  granular 
vaginitis.  Chancres  mav  be  mistaken  for  tuberculous  ulceration 
of  the  vagina,  but  the  clinical  history  and  course  of  the  disease  soon 
clear  up  all  doubt.  A  microscopic  examination  may  sometimes  be 
re<juired  to  differentiate  between  it  and  carcinoma. 

The  TREATMENT  sliouhl  be  as  radical  as  possible  when  the  vagina 
alone  is  afTected,  Excision  of  the  diseased  part  and  cautery  of  the 
wound  should  be  done  whenever  practicable;  otherwise,  curetting 
and  cautery.  When,  however,  as  is  usually  the  case,  the  uterus  and 
Fallopian  tubes  are  aflfected  and  radical  measures  give  no  hope  of 
prolonging  life,  palliative  treatment  only  will  be  indicated,  such  aa 
ai^tringent  and  antiseptic  vaginal  douches,  local  ajiplications  to 
improve  the  character  of  the  ulcerations,  incisions,  and  cleaning  of 
6stulse,  general  tonics,  etc. 


TUBERCUIX)8TS   OF   THE   CeRVIX    UtERI. 

But  few  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  cervix  alone  have  been  ob- 
srved.     The  cases  are  also  rare  in  which  the  body  of  the  uterus  is 
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at  the  game  time  affetjted,  the  majority  of  cases  being  found  in  con- 
nection with  tuberculosis  of  the  vagina. 

It  occurs  in  the  form  of  miliary  tubercles,  ulceration,  or  a  com- 
bination of  both.  It  iH  sujiposed  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
cervical  cavity,  which  does  not  have  the  protecting  pavement  epi- 
thelium of  the  vaginal  portion  and  vagina,  can  become  infected 
without  having  a  previous  lesion.  The  first  stxige  is  one  of  catarrhal 
intlammatiou,  with  the  presence  of  small  tubercles  under  the  mucous 
membrane,  usually  too  small  for  recognition  clinicaily.  As  the 
disease  advances  the  cervix  enlarges,  and  ulceration  similar  to  that 
of  tlie  vagina  may  appear.  Small-celled  intiltration  of  the  con- 
nective tissue  with  the  characteristic  giant-cells,  secondary  villosities 
on  the  folds  of  the  arbor  vitae,  and  enlarged  glandular  etivitiea 
are  found. 
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in  case  of  development  upon  the  vaginal  portion,  the  granula- 
tions are  for  a  time  covered  by  normal  layers  of  epithelium,  the 
disease  develops  in  the  submucous  connective  tissue,  and  even 
extends  slightly  into  the  muscular  layer. 
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The  DIAGNOSIS  is  based  upon  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  else- 
where, the  severe  grade  of  the  cervical  endometritis,  the  infiltration 
of  the  cervix,  the  characteristic  ulcerations  (similar  to  those  on  the 
vagina),  grummis  discharge,  and  the  microscopic  examination  of 
the  secretions  and  tissue,  with  or  without  the  discovery  of  the  tuber- 
cle bacilli.  Tubercle  bacilli  are  not  always  found  in  the  secretions, 
but  the  nature  of  the  infection  can  be  proven  by  inoculation  into 
the  peritonea!  cavity  of  a  guiueu-pig. 

The  TREATMENT,  in  the  beginning,  calls  for  a  high  amputation  of 
the  cervix — after  exteusive  infiltration,  for  a  vaginal  hysterectomy, 
provided,  of  course,  other  of  the  genital  organs  are  not  also  affected. 
When  extirpation  is  no  longer  possible,  palliative  treatment,  such 
as  recommended  above  for  vaginal  tuberculosis,  must  be  depended 
upon. 

Tuberculosis  op  the  Uterus. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  uterus  seldom  occura  except  in  connection 
with  tuberculosis  of  other  parts.  It  is,  however,  not  a  rare  com- 
plication of  general  tuberculosis,  and  is  frequently  found  in  connec- 
tion with  tuberculous  disease  of  the  Fallopian  tubes.  It  has  been 
found  in  about  two-thirds  of  all  cases  of  genital  tuberculosis.  Like 
cancer  of  the  uterus,  it  seldom  extends  below  the  internal  os.  The 
puerperal  state  predisposes  to  its  development. 

Three  forms  are  given :  1,  miliary  tuberculosis,  with  or  without 
the  formation  of  ulcerations ;  2,  chronic  diffuse  tuberculmis  (caseous 
endometritis)  ;  3,  chronic  fibroid  tuberculosis.  As,  however,  the 
first  variety  occurs  only  as  a  nianilestation  of  general  tuberculosis 
or  as  the  initial  stage  of  diffuse  tuberculosis  of  the  uterus,  without 
any  definite  clinical  history  separate  from  the  general  infection, 
and,  as  the  third  variety  has  not  been  recognized,  except  on  the 
post-mortem  table,  we  will  limit  ourselves  to  the  consideration  of 
chronic  tuberculosis  or  cuseous  endometritis. 

This  form  commeDcea  as  a  deposit  or  deposits  of  miliary  tuber- 
cles in  the  mucous  membrane  just  underneath  the  epithelium,  with 
areas  of  inflammation  over  them.  Microscopic  examination  of  these 
arcMS  shows  a  developnjent  of  giant-cells,  often  containing  bacilli. 
Aa  the  disease  develops  the  epithelium  is  destroyed,  and  ulcers  are 
formed  with  a  cjiseous  or  necrotic  base  and  surrounding  infiltra- 
tion of  leucocytes.  In  time  those  areas  increase  and  unite,  and 
tl»e  entire  endometrium  as  fur  as,  but  not  beyond,  the  internal  os 
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becomes  the  seat  of  caseous  inflammation.  The  mucous  membrane 
is  infiltrated  with  small  cells  and  destroyed,  so  as  to  be  represented 
by  a  yellowish,  caseous  coating  covering  an  ulcerated  surface,  studded 
with  typical  tuberculous  nodules.  The  muscular  tissue  becomes 
hypertrophied,  and  at  last  extensively  infiltrated,  so  as  to  destroy 
the  firmness  and  resisting  power  of  the  uterine  walls.  When 
accompanied  with  stenosis  of  the  cervical  canal  pyometra  may 
result. 

The  SYMPTOMS  are  first  those  of  ordinary  endometritis,  with  more 
or  less  thickening  of  the  uterine  walls.  The  discharge,  as  the  dis- 
ease advances,  contains  cheesy  matter  that  can  often  be  recognized 
by  the  naked  eye.  The  di.sease  is  chronic,  and  often  associated  with 
the  syu]ptoms  of  general  tuberculosis. 

The  DIAGNOSIS  in  the  beginning  may  be  difficult.  The  symptoms 
of  chronic  endometritis  with  a  grumous  discbarge,  thickened  and 
enlarged  uterus,  salpingitis,  and  perhaps  chronic  peritonitis,  sliould 
lead  us  to  suspect  the  disease.  The  discovery  of  tubercles  in  any 
part  of  the  system  adds  to  the  probability. 

A  positive  diagnosis,  however,  is  usually  made,  only  by  a  micro- 
scopical examination  of  the  discharge  or  of  the  debris  obtained  by 
curetting.  Tubercle  bacilli  sliould  be  sought  for,  but  cannot  always 
be  founil.  Inoculation  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  guinea-pigs 
should  give  results  inside  of  two  weeks.  Steiilized  glycerin  jelly 
may  be  infected  by  the  mucus. 

According  to  Paul  Petit,  the  following  characteristics,  discovered 
in  the  scrapings  of  the  uterine  cavity,  prove  tiie  existence  of  tuber- 
culosis: "Interstitial  cells  which  are  necrosed  or  atrophied  in  a 
difilise  manner  or  in  well-defined  lines;  giant-cells  in  greater  or 
less  embryonal  nodules,  detached  from  the  stroma,  and  apparently 
developed  arouiul  the  vessels,  whose  lumina  may  or  nuty  not  be 
preserved;  numerous  flexible  aud  dilated  glands  lined  with  epithe- 
lial cells,  which  are  either  readily  elongated  or  which  have  undergone 
an  epitheliuitl  transformation." 

Treatme.nt. — If  the  uterus  alone  be  afTccted,  it  should  be  removed 
through  the  vagina.  If  the  tul)es  are  afiecteil,  they  may  be  removed 
by  an  abdominal  section,  and  tlie  uterine  body  amputated  at  the  cer- 
vix at  the  same  time.  To  remove  adherent  tuberculous  ap[»endages 
and  the  entire  uterus  from  above  would  be  a  difficult  ojieration  in 
most  instances.      There  are  undoubtedly  cases  in  which  both  the 
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Uterus  und  the  tuberculous  appendages  can  best  be  removed  by  vagi- 
nal section.     Further  exjierience  will  enlighten  us  on  this  subject. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Fallopian  Tubes. 

In  the  grent  majority  of  cases  genital  tuberculosis  commences 
in  the  FaHopiun  tubes  near  or  at  their  fimbriated  extremity.  In 
nearly  all  advanced  ctuses  the  uterus,  ovaries,  or  peritoneum,  one  or 
all,  are  likewise  aflected.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Fallojiian  tube  may 
be  primary,  but  it  is,  as  a  rule,  secondary  to  peritoneal,  intestinal, 
or  a  part  of  general  tuberculosis.  The  frequency  of  this  afTection 
has  only  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  profession, 
and  many  cases  of  salpingitis  and  pyosalpinx  are  turning  out  to  be 
of  tuberculous  origin.  The  trouble,  when  better  known,  may  prove 
to  be  quite  a  common  one. 

Pathological  Anatomy. — Tubal  tuberculosis  begiiis  by  the 
deposit,  over  a  limited  area  or  areas,  of  miliary  tubercles  immediately 
underneath  the  e]>ithelium.  At  first  these  tubercles  are  not  recog- 
nized by  ordinary  inspection,  and  often  pass  unnoticed  when  tubes 
thus  affected  are  removed.  As  there  are  uo  symptoms  of  this  stage, 
the  condition  is  of  greater  scientific  than  practical  interest. 

Tuberculous  sjilpingitisor  chronic  diffuse  tuberculosis  of  the  tube 
is  the  form  usually  diagnosed.  In  these  ca.ses  the  tubercles  may  or 
may  not  spread  over  the  entire  naicous  membrane  of  tiie  tube.  The 
overlying  epithelium  is  destroyed,  and  the  mucous  membrane  alxint 
the  tubercles  is  infiltrated  with  epithelial  cells,  more  extensively  near 
the  fimbriated  end,  where  the  tubercles  are  most  abundant.  Coagula- 
tion-necrosis takes  place  in  spots,  anil  may  involve  the  whole  mucous 
membrane  in  the  destructive  process,  so  that  tlie  membrane  may  be 
represented,  particularly  at  the  fimbriated  end,  by  a  mass  of  caseous 
material,  lying  over  granular  ragged  ulcers  or  directly  upon  the  mus- 
cular structure.  The  disease  develops  slowly,  and  remains  for  a  long 
lime  limited  to  the  mucous  membrane,  but  in  time  invades  the  mus- 
cular wall.  The  fimbriated  end  is  apt  to  be  closed,  and  the  secre- 
tions have  the  appearance  of  a  curdy  pus,  consisting  of  mucus,  cheesy 
matter,  with  granular  and  epithelial  debris,  and,  if  there  be  mixed 
infection,  also  of  pus.  In  old  C!\ses  tlie  pus-corpuscles  may  be  entirely 
converted  into  granular  matter,  so  that  neitlier  pus  nor  pus-germs 
can  be  discovered.  As  much  as  two  quarts  of  puriform  matter 
have  been  found  in  the  dilated  tube,  but  ordinarily  the  quantity 
is  fimall,  and  may  consist  of  only  a  little  grumous  fluid  or  of  almost 


162 


AX  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK  OF   OYNECOLOOY. 


solid  cheesy  matter,  which  may  be  partly  calcified.  The  tubal  walb 
are  thickoned,  and  become  att;iehcd  by  dense  adhesions  to  the  pos- 
terior surface  of  the  broad  ligaments,  pelvic  walls,  omentum,  and 
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intestines.     The  adhes^ions  aiui  tul)erculous  deposits  usually  affect 
the  ovary  and  surrounding  peritoneum. 

The  ordinary  microscopic  appearances  of  tuberculous  tissue  with 
inflammatory  action,  nre  usually  [n-esent.  In  the  folds  of  the  raucous 
niemhrane  are  found  giant-cells  surrounded  by  round-cell  infiltra- 
tion, tuberculous  follicles,  degenertiting  cells,  etc.  Tubercle  bacilli 
cannot  sdways  be  detected.  Williams  describes  a  chronic  fibroid 
tuberculosis  of  the  tube.  He  says :  "  It  differs  from  the  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis  in  the  excessive  formation  of  fibrous  tissue 
in  and  between  the  tubprcle.''.  Sections  show  the  lumen  greatly 
distorted  and  a  few  miliary  tubercles  scattered  through  the  mucosa. 
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There  may  or  may  not  be  accompanying  iiirtumraatory  changes,  tlie 
main  change  consisting  in  the  excessive  develojiment  of  fibrous  tis- 
sue both  within  mul  without  the  tubercles  and  the  relative  absence 
of  caseation.  The  marked  feature  of  this  form  of  tuberculosis 
appears  to  be  its  chronicity." 

Symptoms  and  Diagnosis. — The  symptoms  are  those  of  ordi- 
nary salpingitis,  but  with  a  somewhat  different  clinical  history.  We 
would  suspect  a  salpingitis  with  extensive  adhesions,  afternoon  tem- 
perature, and  signs  of  progressive  chronic  peritonitis,  in  a  delicate 
virgin,  to  be  tuberculous.  A  tuberculous  family  liistory.or  the  dis- 
covery of  the  disease  in  the  peritoneum  or  in  any  other  part  of  tlie 
rstem,  and  the  absence  of  any  other  apparent  cause  or  known 
?ginning  of  the  disease,  arouses  suspicion  of  its  tuberculous  cha- 
racter. Encysted  ascitic  fluid  extending  high  above  the  pubes 
indicates  tuberculosis  in  the  majority  of  cases.  The  ovaries  are 
often  coincidently  affected,  and  give  the  usual  signs  and  symptoms 
of  chronic  ovaritis.  A  salpingitis  in  an  ordinary  healthy  wou)an 
with  symptoms  of  pelvic  inflammation  dating  from  marriage,  an 
abortion  or  confinement,  with  occasional  acute  attacks  of  pelvic 
peritonitis  that  subside  so  as  to  leave  no  temperature,  which  recur 
as  the  result  of  over-exertion  or  trauma,  and  which  are  retrogres- 
sive rather  than  progressive  as  long  as  the  patient  remains  (piiet, 
would  be  considered  due  to  other  causes  than  tuberculosis. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  similar  to  the  prognosis  of  tuber- 
culosis elsewhere.  There  is  always  a  tendency  to  spread  to  the 
peritoneum,  ovary,  and  uterus,  and  finally  to  a  general  infection 
and  a  fatjil  termination. 

Treatment, — In  cases  of  primary  tuberculosis  of  the  tubes  they 
should  be  removed.  When  the  disease  is  associated  with  tubercu- 
\im%  elsewhere,  except  in  the  ovary  and  peritoneum,  the  operation 
should  only  be  performed  in  case  the  complicating  conditions  are 
quiescent  and  the  general  condition  of  the  patient  good.  Tuber- 
culosis of  the  peritoneum,  except  in  an  advanced  stage,  is  not  a 
contraindication,  since  al>dominal  section  often  has  a  beneficial 
influence  upon  it. 

TUBERCDLOSIS   OF  THE  OVABY. 

Primary  tuberculosis  of  the  ovary  has  not  yet  been  described. 
In  connection  with  tuberculosis  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  and  of  the 
peritoneum  it  occurs  frequently,  more  often  with  the  former,  but 
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has  been  found  in  a  few  instances  as  a  part  of  general  infection, 
without  participation  of  the  other  organs  of  generation. 

It  occurs  in  the  form  of  miliary  tubercles,  caseous  masses,  or 
tuberculous  abscesses.  The  miliary  tubercles  have  usually  been 
found  on  tlie  surface  of  the  ovary,  and  iu  connection  with  tuber- 
cular peritonitis,  have  been  known  to  invade  the  walls  of  ovarian 
tumors. 

The  symptoms,  diatrnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment  are  insep- 
arable from  the  tubal  and  peritoneal  diseases  with  which  they  are 
associated. 

Tdbercdlosis  of  the  Peritoneum. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum  is  met  with  in  three  varieties, 
viz: 

1.  Miliar y  ; 

2.  Fibroid; 

3.  Caseous. 

The  pathology  is  similar  to  that  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis;  in 
fart,  tuberculosis  of  the  pleura  is  frequently  associated  with  that  of 
the  peritoneum. 

The  infection  may  come  directly  from  the  blood  or  from  infected 
viscera  by  way  of  thu  lyraph-chiinnels.  Tuberculous  ulceration  of 
the  bowels  is  undoubtedly  a  frequent  cause.  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Fallopian  tube  is  found  in  more  than  one-third  of  the  cases  among 
women,  and  may  be  either  the  cause  or  the  result. 

3Iiliarif   Tubercitlosis. 

Miliary  tuberculosis  of  the  jKjritoneum  may  exist  in  a  latent 
or  an  acute  form.  It  may  develop  in  a  gradual,  subacute  manner 
without  active  symptoms  or  with  none  at  all,  and  go  on  to  the 
development  of  fibroid  tuberculosis,  and  not  be  discovered  until  the 
peritoneal  cavity  is  opened,  on  account  of  some  other  disease,  either 
during  life  or  post-raortera. 

Acute  railiiiry  tuberculosis  consist.^  in  a  development  of  miliary 
tubercles  in  the  layers  of  the  peritoneum,  with  ax-xistent  peritonitis. 
The  peritoneum  about  the  deposits  may  be  slightly  injected  or  of 
a  raw-beef  red  color,  with  loss  of  the  normal  lustre.  The  tubercles 
may  l»e  confined  to  the  inte.«!tinal  coils  and  mesentery  or  may  be  found 
upon  the  parietal  layer  and  omentum.  Ascites  of  a  deep  yellow  or 
bloody  tinge,  without  adhesions,  may  l>e  present,  or  adhesions  may 
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form  and  either  limit  or  encapsulate  the  fluid.  A  fibrinous  exudate 
is  funned  ou  the  viscera  after  a  time.  The  intestinal  coils  may  become 
adherent  to  e:ich  other  or  to  the  parietal  peritoneum.  The  omentum 
may  be  adherent  to  the  abtluininal  walls  or  to  the  intestines,  or  to 
both.  The  adhejjions  are  usually  frail  and  bleed  freely  upon  being 
separated,  although  the  bleeding,  which  is  capillary,  soon  stops.  On 
account  of  the  tentlency  to  eflusion  the  adhesions  are  not  usually 
extensive.  Tubercles  may  be  found  on  some  of  the  organs,  such  as 
the  liver,  spleen,  or  Fallopian  tube. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  may  develop  .suddenly  or  gradually. 
In  the  former  case  the  patierrt  enjoys  pretty  good  health  until  over- 
taken by  an  attack  of  acute  j>eritonitis.  Prodroma,  .such  as  loss  of 
ap|>etite,  disordered  digestion,  loss  of  flesh  and  strength,  elevated 
afternoon  anil  subnormal  morning  temperature,  occasional  abdom- 
inal pains,  and  perhaps  tympanites,  may  not  have  been  sufficient  to 
attract  attention. 

U|K)n  the  supervention  of  the  acute  attack,  the  temperature  goi-s 
up  to  102°  or  10;i°  F.  in  the  afternoon,  usually  with  morning 
remissions,  vomiting,  and  sometimes  diarrhea,  acute  abdominal 
pains  and  tenderness,  and  tympanites.  The  symptoms  usually  sub- 
side in  a  few  days,  but  not  completely ;  some  intestinal  or  gastric 
disorder,  some  afternoon  temperature,  some  tenderness,  and  some- 
times a  little  ascites,  rennun.  Pleuritic  pains  with  accelerated 
respiration  may  complicate  the  symptoms. 

Usmdly  tliis  condition  of  partial  cure  remains  for  a  while,  and 
may  be  f(dlowed  by  a  more  or  less  complt^te  recovery  as  far  as  the 
symptoms  are  concerned,  or  by  otiier  attacks,  with  development  of 
the  symptoms  of  caseous  peritonitis,  persistent  gastric  and  intesti- 
nal disturbance,  omnciation,  and  the  usual  general  aymjitoms  of 
advanced  stages  of  tulteroulosis. 

In  case  the  disease  develops  gradually,  tympanites,  abdominal 
|>ains  and  h'uderness,  afternoon  elevation  of  temperature,  indiges- 
tion, attacks  of  iliairhea,  emaciation  and  weakness  gradually 
become  more  pronounce<l  and  more  [>ersi8tent.  The  abdomen  may 
be  greatly  ilistended  and  everywhere  resonant,  or  may  show  evi- 
dcncett  of  ascites.  These  symptoms  may  at  any  time  develop  into 
an  acute  attack  of  general  peritonitis,  or  gradually  merge  into  the 
caseous  variety,  or  exhaust  the  patient  in  the  subacute  stage. 

Special  symptoms  are  often  obst-rved  that  have  reference  to 
infection  of  the  affected  viscera.     Thus  we  may  have  slight  icterus, 
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hepatic  pain,  and  predorainatit  gatitric  disturbance  when  the  liver  is 
affected ;  pain  in  the  iliac  regions,  backache,  leucorrhea,  nietro- 
stiixis.  hysteria,  etc.  when  the  sexual  organs  are  invaded. 

Pigmentation  of  tiie  skin  has  been  observed  in  many  cases,  par- 
ticularly in  those  of  slow  development  and  in  the  caseous  variety, 
and  is  considered  of  diagnostic  value. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  prodroma  or  the 
gradual  onset  of  the  local  symptoms,  the  general  emaciation,  and 
the  presence  of  tuberculosis  elsewhere  in  the  system,  particularly 
in  the  Fallopian  tubes,  pleura  or  lungs,  and  upon  the  presence 
later  of  ascites.  The  ascites  is  very  prone  to  take  on  the  appear- 
ance to  the  naked  eye  of  an  ovarian  cyst;  in  other  words,  the 
bulging  in  the  flunks,  as  occurs  in  other  varietiesof  ascites,  is  often- 
times entirely  absent,  but  in  its  place  the  abdomen  is  dbtended  into 
a  globular  shape,  as  in  cystic  disease.  This  is  of  considerable  prac- 
tical value  from  a  diagnostic  point  of  view. 

Pkognosis.— ^The  prognosis  of  miliary  peritoneal  tuberculosis 
is  probably  more  favorable  than  that  of  any  other  form.  Many 
patients  get  well  under  good  hygienic  surroundings  and  appro- 
priate treatment,  while  others  are  apparently  cured  by  an  ope- 
ration. 

Treatment. — The  general  treatment  is  similar  to  the  treatment 
of  tuberculosis  elsewhere.  Tonics,  remedies  for  the  relief  of  gastro- 
intestinal irritation,  rest,  massage,  a  carefully-regulated  diet,  diges- 
tives, creasote,  counter-irritants,  often  lead  to  a  cure  of  the  perito- 
nitis, and  a  practical  cure  of  the  tuberculosis  through  fibroid 
degeneration. 

When  ascites  has  resulted,  or  when  miliary  tuberculosis  exists 
without  extensive  adhesions,  an  abdominal  incision,  with  evacua- 
tion of  the  fluid  if  present,  and  tlie  admission  of  air  into  the  peri- 
toiienl  cavity,  are  often  followed  by  a  cure. 

Whether  light  and  the  dryness  attejiding  the  removal  of  the 
fluid  cause  tlie  improvement,  or  the  removal  of  the  ptomaines  of 
the  bacilli  with  the  ascites,  or  the  subsidence  of  the  inflammation 
wliich  favors  the  development  of  tlie  germs,  or  the  mere  evacua- 
tion of  the  fluid  with  its  embarrassing  action  upon  the  peritoneum 
and  intestinal  muscularis,  is  difficult  to  determine.  We  should  say 
that  the  removal  of  the  fluid  would  be  one  factor  in  those  cases  in 
which  ascites  is  present.  This  undoubtedly  relieves  mechanical 
embarrassment,  removes  some   irritant   products,  and   leaves  the 
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peritoneal  al)sorbt*iiis  in  a  l)etter  coiulitiou  to  remove  the  products 
of  infliimmation,  hiuI  thus  favors  fibroid  changes.  The  adniia- 
eion  of  air  would  also  act  as  a  stimutant  to  the  circulation.  It 
must  be  remeuil>ered  that  many  of  the  cases  would  have  recovered 
without  the  ojieration,  and  also  that  the  care  after  alidominal  sec- 
tions must  do  much  to  relieve  the  peritoneal  irritalion  and  iuflam- 
mutiou. 

The  question  of  drainage  after  such  an  operation  is  an  open  one. 
If  there  be  but  little  ascites  ami  no  adhesions  have  been  separated, 
drainage  can  hardly  be  of  use,  Cotisitlerable  ascites  of  rapid  for- 
mation or  oozing  from  separated  adhesions  would,  on  the  contrary, 
require  it. 

In  long-standing  cases,  with  fibrinous  fhikes  and  some  gelatinous 
fluid  that  may  have  been  encapsuled  alwut  diseased  orgsuis,  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  should  be  douched  out  with  a  normal  saline  solution 
(0.6  per  cent.).  This  condition,  however,  belongs  more  often  to  the 
caseous  variety. 

Fibroid    Tiibi^cuioma. 

As  miliary  tnbercuUisis  represents  the  first  stage,  so  fibroid  tuber- 
culosis represents  the  lust  stage,  of  the  disease.  We  refer,  of  course, 
to  those  cases  that  <lo  not  terminate  in  caseation  and  ulceration,  and 
which  will  be  considered  hereafter. 

The  condition  usually  found  is  that  of  old,  iirm  visceral  and 
parietal  adhesions  and  fibrous  bands  of  greater  or  less  extent,  with 
hard  nodules,  .sometimes  whitish,  but  more  often  pigtnented,  from 
1  to  3  mm.  in  diameter,  and  situated  either  on  the  surface  of  the 
peritoneum,  in  the  mensentery,  omentum,  or  in  the  fibrous  bands. 
Although  tubercle  bacilli  may  be  found  iti  them,  there  is  a  scarcity 
of  tubercle  cellular  tissue  and  an  abundance  of  fibrous  tissue.  The 
matting  together  of  intestines,  oinenlum.  and  other  v!.scera  may 
give  rise  to  localized  resistant  mashrs  that  can  be  felt  through  the 
abdominal  walls. 

Symi»tom8. — Oftentimes  there  are  no  symptoms  excei>t  those  ref- 
♦rahle  t()  a  previous  stage,  and  which  may  have  been  overlooked  or 
misinterpreted. 

The  usual  symptoms  are,  more  or  less  abdominal  distension  and 
tenderness,  constipation,  gastric  or  intestinal  indigestion,  emaciation, 
localized  pains,  and  evidences  of  present  or  past  tuberculosis  in  the 
luugb,  pelvic  organs,  or  elsewhere.     The  tenderness  is  not  so  great 
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but  that  a  careful  palpation  of  the  abdomen  may  be  made.  The 
temperature  may  be  subnormal  for  weekn  at  a  time,  or,  if  there  be 
much  disturbance  in  the  abdomen,  may  rise  to  100°  or  even  102®  F. 
in  the  afternoon,  and  fall  to  97°  or  98°  F.  in  the  early  morning 
hours.  Night-sweats  are  not  usually  persistent,  if  indeed  present, 
unless  there  be  also  some  more  active  form  of  the  disease  in  the 
system.  In  many  cases,  however,  the  symptoms  are  complicated  by 
tuberculosig  of  other  parts,  and  the  patient  usually  dies  of  general 
or  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  rather  than  peritoneal.  In  many  cases 
the  local  and  general  condition  improves,  the  symptoms  subside, 
and  the  patient  recovers,  and  may  remain  in  (juite  good  health 
until  a  new  development  of  the  disease,  either  in  the  abdomen  or 
elsewhere,  takes  place. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  based  upon  the  symptoms  already 
given,  upon  the  mild  character  of  the  disease,  and  the  tendency  to 
improve,  instead  of  growing  gradually  worse,  as  in  other  kinds  of 
tuberculosis  of  the  abdomen.  An  indefinite  resonant  tumor  or 
tumefaction  of  chronic  character  is  sometimes  found,  unaccom- 
panied by  ascites.  Exudates  connected  with  appendicitis  and  septic 
salpingitis  are  differentiated  by  the  charucteristic  acute  symptoms 
that  precede  them.  The  presence  of  tuberculosis  elsewhere  would 
lead  us  to  suspect  the  true  nature  of  the  affection. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  often  favorable  as  far  as  the  local 
condition  is  eoncerneil.  The  chief  danger  lies  in  the  presence 
of  the  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  system,  leading  to  development  of 
tul)erculou9  inflannniition  elsewhere  or  in  other  portions  of  the 
abdominal  cavity.  Many  cases,  however,  recover  without  recur- 
rence. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  consists  mainly  in  promoting  the 
curative  process  that  is  already  going  on.  If  there  be  but  few 
symptoms,  ordinary  hygienic  management,  tonics,  change  of  occu- 
pation, etc.  will  be  sufficient.  Gastro- intestinal  derangement,  abdom- 
inal tenderness,  tympanites,  and  emaciation  call  for  more  careful 
treatment.  Tiie  irritability  of  the  stomach  should  be  relieved  by 
ufipropriate  remedies,  the  bowels  regulated,  and  an  abundance  of 
easilv-digested  food  tiiven.  If  there  be  much  abdominal  tenderness 
ami  tympany,  the  patient  should  be  kept  quiet,  the  circulation  and 
nutrition  maintained  by  massage  and  large  quantities  of  good  milk 
antl  cod-liver  oil.  Counter-irritation  over  the  abdomen  and  elec- 
tricity in   moderate    dosage    may   have   some  beneficial   influence. 
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When  the  symptoms  subside,  active  outdoor  exercise  aud  the  ordi- 
nary general  treatment  for  tuberculosis  should  be  recommended. 
Creasote  per  orem  and  jter  rectum,  may  be  tried,  as  in  cases  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis. 

Ca8eou8  Tuberculosis. 

The  caseous  or  ulcerative  form  of  peritoneal  tuberculosis  gives 
rise  to  a  variety  of  conditions.  The  parietal,  visceral,  and  omen- 
tal peritoneum  and  subperitoneal  glandular  structure  may  be  the 
seat  of  degenerating  tubercles.  In  some  cases  all  the  abdom- 
inal viscera  are  agglutinated  by  caseous  tubercular  substance 
and  false  membranes.  Sometimes  the  adhesions  include  one  or 
more  small  aecunudatinns  of  yellowish,  reddish,  or  brownish 
serum  of  variabit;  density,  containing  flakes  of  lyinph-granuiar 
debris,  and  not  infrequently  pus  and  blood-corpuscles  and  tuber- 
cle bacilli,  or  the  entire  fluid  may  be  puriforni,  or  one  accumu- 
lation may  be  serous  aud  the  other  purulent.  Pus-coUections 
Ijetween  and  over  agglutinated  intestines  or  viscera  may,  by 
ulceration,  give  rise  to  intervisceral  or  external  listulse.  Thus 
in  children,  umbilical  tistulffi  have  often  been  recorded;  in  the 
{)elvic  tuljerculosis  of  women,  rectal  fistulse;  while,  after  ope- 
ration and  upon  the  post-mortem  table,  viscero-abdominal  or 
intervisceral  fistidae.  More  often  this  cheesy  infiltration  and 
agglutination  of  viscera  is  localized,  in  some  part  or  part*  of  the 
abdominal  cavity,  forming  a  tumor-like  mass.  Occasionally  gene- 
ral ascites  coexists  with  locidizetl  deposits,  but  more  often  there  is 
either  none  or  there  is  one  large,  encysteil  accumulation,  .surrounded 
by  a  capsule  of  thickened  and  infected  peritoneum  and  adherent 
intestines.  Local  abscesses  may  burrow  through  adhesions  or  in 
connective  tissue  for  a  long  distance,  and  become  surrounded  by  a 
large  area  of  induration  before  finding  an  outlet. 

Among  the  favorite  places  for  this  variety  of  peritoneal  tnber- 
calosis  to  show  itself,  are,  aiwut  the  liver,  the  csecuin,  tlie  omentum, 
and  the  uterine  apj)endage8. 

The  peritonitis  alwut  the  liver  is  always  secondary  to  cheesy 
tubt-rculosis  of  the  liver,  and  is  a  very  rare  affection. 

Agglutination  of  the  intestines  about  the  ccecum,  with  cheesy 
deposits  and  abscess,  that  burrow  across  the  abdomen,  or  upward  or 
downward,  or  disoharge  intO'  the  rectum,  has  been  frequently  met 
with.     Some  of  the  cases  described  have  probably  been  old  cases 
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of  appendicitis  either  with  or  without  secondary  infection  by  the 
tubercle  bacilli. 

Tuberculosis  sometimes  attacke  the  omentum,  particularly  in 
chiklren,  and  may  retract  and  roll  that  membrane  in  the  shape  of 
a  hard  tumur  extending  across  the  upper  abdomen,  or  may  go  on 
to  abscess-formation,  and  either  ulcerate  externally  at  the  umbilicus 
or  into  an  intestine,  or  both. 

Pelvic  peritoneid  tuberculosis  in  women  is  usually  connected  with 
tuberculous  salpingitis.  The  peritonitis,  if  extensive,  generally 
assumes  the  encysted  form,  one  large  cyst  reaching  up  into  the 
abdominal  region,  sometimes  to  the  umbilicus,  and  almost  entirely 
across,  with  occasionally  one  or  two  small  separate  sacs  in  the  recto- 
uterine pouch  and  under  the  appendages.  In  these  cases  the  append- 
ages and  the  surrounding  exudate  form  a  hard  mass  that  extends  from 
the  uterine  horus  to  the  sides  of  the  pelvis.  The  soiidltied  appen<I- 
ages,  the  uterus,  upper  part  of  the  l)ladder,  pelvic  walls,  lower 
anterior  abdominal  wall  au<l  adherent  intestines  are  covered  by  a 
thick,  friable,  gi'ayish,  or  yellowish  peritoneal  exudate,  that  can 
usually  be  readily  separated  from  the  intestines  superiorly,  but 
which  often  adheres  firmly  to  the  parts  in  the  pelvis.  Tul>ercle 
bacilli  are  frequently  found  in  the  tubes,  and  signs  of  tuberculosis 
may  exist  elsewhere  in  the  system. 

Symptoms  and  Course. — Caseous  tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum 
usually  gives  the  history  of  repeated  attacks  of  peritonitis,  which 
may  have  been  recognized  as  such  or  may  have  been  mistaken  fi)r 
gastric  or  intestinal  disorders,  typhoid  fever,  pyosalpinx,  appendi- 
citis, etc.  Between  these  attacks  the  .symptoms  may  subside  and 
the  temperature  remain  subnormal,  particularly  in  the  early  morn- 
ing, for  weeks  at  a  time,  and  but  little  discomfort  be  felt.  Usually, 
however,  there  is  an  afternoon  I'ise  of  temperature  to  100°  or 
101°  F.,  some  tympany  and  abdominal  tenderness,  and  occjisional 
pain  in  the  intestines  or  pelvis.  At  the  same  time  the  apj>etite  is 
im|)aired,  and  the  bowels  either  obstinately  constipated  or  alter- 
nately relaxed  and  con>«tipated,  with  attendant  loss  of  flesh.  In 
more  advanced  cases  there  may  be  occjtsional  or  persistent  vomit- 
ing or  diarrhea,  great  aV)domiual  distension  from  intestinal  gases 
or  ascites,  or  both  together,  with  marasmus  and  night-sweats. 
Obstruction  of  the  bowels  has  been  noted  in  a  few  cases.  Pleu- 
risy is  not  a  rare  complication,  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis  will 
be  detected  in  most  cases  before  the  fatal  termiuatiou. 
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In  some  cases  the  uutritiun  is  but  little  impaired,  and  only  the 
signs  of  local  inflammatory  action  of  the  uterine  appendages  or 
over  some  other  cirfumscribeil  area,  are  to  be  found. 

Diagnosis. — The  conditinu  of  the  patient  often  .simulates  that 
of  typhoid  fever  when  the  tubLTcles  ure  localized  about  the  i-ierutn. 
The  previous  history  of  abdominal  symptouiss,  the  absence  of  the 
typhoid  eruption,  the  preceding  prolonged  record  of  a  moderate 
ufiernoon  rise  in  temperature,  pulpabh^  induration  alwut  the  ctct-um, 
and  its  occasional  extension  out  from  the  iliac  region,  tuberculosis 
elsewhere,  and  the  continuance  of  symptoms  after  the  first  three  or 
four  weeks,  with  perhaps  a  family  history  of  tuberculosis,  will  gene- 
rally help  us  to  arrive  at  a  definite  diagnosis,  although  in  obscure 
cases  considerable  time  may  ela[)se  before  the  differences  am  be 
made  out. 

Appendicitis  has  a  history  of  short  localized  acute  attacks  with 
ciomplete  intermis.sions,  while  tlie  preceding  acute  atUicks  of  tuber- 
culosis, if  severe,  are  less  localized,  or,  if  not  severe,  are  of  a  more 
remittent  character.  Extensive  tympanites,  pronounced  derange- 
uieut  of  the  intestinal  secretions,  and  the  emneiation  and  general 
symptoms  of  the  tuberculous  condition  are  not  usually  noticed  in 
appendicitis.  A  mild  attack  with  a  moderate  rise  of  temperature 
for  a  few  tlays,  and  then  u  .sudden  lighting  up  of  general  |)erii<jui- 
tis,  is  characteristic  of  apjiendieitis,  as  is  ai^o  the  localization  of  tin- 
exudate  and  tenderness  near  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ilium, 
oil  a  Hue  extending  from  the  spine  to  the  umbilicus. 

The  local  signs  may  be  confounded  with  malignant,  or  even 
benign,  abdominal  growths,  but  the  general  symptoms  will  usually 
enable  us  to  decide  in  favor  of  tuberculosis. 

Peritonitis  accompanying  septic  salpingitis  shows  more  deci<led 
regressions,  improves  more  by  rest  in  bed,  and  has  a  history  that 
points  to  its  septic  origin. 

Encysted  tubercular  jieritonitis,  jRirticularly  that  form  connected 
with  tubercular  salpingitis,  may  simulate  an  ovarian  cyst.  In  tlie 
former  case,  however,  we  can  detect  the  enlarged  tubes  per  tHujinam, 
and  by  the  bimanual  examination  detect  an  intestinal  tumor  that  is 
connected  with  the  disesised  appendages.  The  tumor  as  felt  over  the 
pul)e8  is  not  so  firm  as  an  ovarian  cyst  and  gives  larger  waves  of 
fluctuation.  The  percussion  note  shades  olTgrailually  from  dullness 
to  resonant-e.  The  encysted  fluid  iias  not  the  definitely  roun<!e«l 
outline  of  a  single  ovarian  cyst.     The  afternoon  rise  of  tempcra- 
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ttire,  emaciation,  anil  general  signs  of  tuberculosis  indicate  the 
true  nature  of  the  infection. 

Thin-walled  parovarian  cysts  often  give  the  same  kind  of  wavy 
fluctuation,  hut  they  are  of  a  definite  rounde<l  outline  and  not  con- 
nected witli  indurated  appendages.  The  percussion  note  becomes 
resonant  more  abruptly. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  is  usually  bad.  The  disease  is  no 
longer  in  the  first  stage,  and  tends  to  local  disorganization  and 
general  infection.  A  {^tvi  cases  are  cured  by  operation.  After  a 
fecal  fistula  ha--*  funned  an  early  fatal  result  may  be  e.xpected. 

Treatment. — The  medical  treatment  is  similar  to  that  already 
recommended  for  the  other  varieties,  and  can  only  be  considered  as 
palliative.  The  surgical  treatment  consists  in  the  removal  of  jieri- 
touea!  fluid  by  abdominal  section  with  such  aflected  parts  (uterine 
appendages,  omentum,  etc.)  as  may  be  practical,  and  the  separation 
of  such  adhesions  as  may  be  necessary  to  evacuate  local  fluid  accu- 
mulations and  relieve  intestinal  paralysis  or  obstructions. 

The  removal  of  the  uterine  appendages  has  already  been  referred 
to.  The  accompanying  sacculated  effusions  should  be  removed  so  as 
to  leave  the  cavity  dry,  and  the  false  membrane  sponged  clean  of 
all  lymph  and  d»''bris.  Sometimes  we  may  have  to  content  ourselves 
with  doing  this,  without  disturbing  the  appendages.  When  the 
appendages  are  removed,  the  integrity  of  the  sac  is  necessarily 
destroyed  at  its  lower  end,  and  it  is  then  well  to  remove  all  of 
the  sac  that  can  be  easily  detached,  for  fear  that  it  might  undergo 
degenerative  changes. 

In  the  first  case  of  this  kind  operated  upon  by  the  author,  he  left 
the  entire  sac,  excepting  the  portion  removed  with  the  appendages, 
and  bad  for  a  result  a  sujipuration  commencing  on  the  ninth  day. 
On  the  twenty-seventh  day  a  counter-opening  was  made  in  the  cul- 
de-sac  of  Douglas,  About  a  week  after  thiat  a  fecal  fistula  formed. 
The  patient  died  seven  weeks  after  the  operation,  with  the  fistula 
still  discharging  pus  and  feces. 

Profiting  by  this  experience,  the  upper  part  of  the  sac  was 
removed  in  the  next  case,  leaving  only  a  small,  firmly  adherent 
portion  in  the  recto-uterine  jwuch,  the  drainage-tube  being  removed 
in  fifty  hours,  and  tlie  patient  cured.  Bhe  is  now,  eighteen  months 
after  the  operation,  teaching  school,  and  in  better  health  than  for 
years. 

The  next  case  had  incipient  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  with  a  his- 
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torj  of  acute  attacks  of  pneumonia  and  pleurisy.  In  addition  to  a 
pint  of  sacculated  peritoneal  fluid,  an  abscess  containing  cheesy  mat- 
ter was  found  filling  the  recto-uterine  and  lateral  peritoneal  cul-de- 
sac.  Both  tubes  contained  cheesy  pus.  The  left  was  so  friable  that 
the  ligatures  cut  completely  through  and  could  not  be  reapplied. 
Removed  all  of  the  sac  possible.  Drainage-tube  used  for  thirty 
hours.     Recovery  without  a  bad  symptom. 

When  the  disease  is  up  among  the  intestines  and  the  coils  are 
firmly  matted  together,  it  is  usually  better  not  to  separate  them,  for 
a  fecal  fistula  may  already  have  formed  between  them  or  may  be  pro- 
duced by  the  operation.  Drainage  is  necessary  in  most  cases,  but  it 
should  usually  be  made  with  a  glass-tube  and  the  tube  taken  out 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  good  results  of  abdominal  section  even  in  caseous  tubercu- 
losis are  sometimes  surprising,  and  many  cures  are  recorded.  Instead 
of  the  general  peritoneum  becoming  infected,  the  healthy  mem- 
brane seems  to  help  in  curing  the  diseased  portions. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  VULVA  AND  VAGINA. 


Hypertrophy  of  the  External  Genitals. 

The  parts  most  frequently  subject  to  hypertrophy,  wliether  con- 
genital or  acquired,  are  tlie  nympJice  or  Inbia  minora.  In  women, 
with  liberal  development  of  subcutaneous  fat.  the  nymphae  are  often 
entirely  concealed  by  the  labia  majora.  Ordinarily,  they  project 
far  enough  for  the  edges  to  be  seen.  Oceasioiially,  however,  they 
project  like  wings  folded  over  the  vestibule  or  unite  over  the  clitoris 
to  form  an  apron,  or  one  or  both  may  be  divided  into  one,  two,  or 
more  folds,  forming  double,  triple,  or  even  quadruple  nyraphie;  or 
one  labium  may  be  larger  than  the  other ;  or  they  may  extend  down 
and  unite  in  front  of  or  behind  the  anus,  and  cover  up  the  vestibule 
80  completely  as  to  cause  great  annoyance,  and  may  even  require  an 
operation  for  their  removal.  Among  the  Bushmen  ami  Hottentots 
the  labia  minora  often  become  enormously  developed,  and  hang  like 
thick  aprons  down  to  the  knees. 

Inflaramatioii  may  result  in  cases  of  hypertrophied  nymphse 
from  the  friction  of  walking,  riding,  or  excessive  venery.  Sexual 
irritation  undoubtedly  c^iuses  eniargement  and  even  hypertrophy, 
but  .should  not  be  considered  :is  the  usual  cause. 

The  remedy  for  these  conditions  consists  in  amputation  and  sew- 
ing up  of  the  edges  with  fine  catgut  or,  preferably,  silkworm-gut. 

Tiie  laliu  majora  vary  greatly  in  size  in  different  women,  some- 
times projecting  like  cushions  tightly  pressed  together,  and  some- 
times consisting  merely  of  loose  folds  of  skin  on  either  side  of  the 
exposed  nymplue.  The  latter  condition  is  often  found  in  very  tliin 
and  in  old  women.  Occasionally  the  labia  will  extend  down  so  as 
to  form  a  fold  in  front  of  the  anus,  and  have  even  been  known  to 
surround  the  anus.  A  superabundance  of  labial  fatty  tissue  not 
only  conceals  the  hibium  minus,  but  sometimes  seems  to  draw  apart 
the  folds  that  form  the  latter  to  such  an  extent  as  almost  to  obliter- 
ate them. 

The  cliioris  is  relatively  larger  in  children  than  in  adults,  beuaudc 
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toward  puberty  the  develnpinj^  labia  t^radually  project  over  and 
cover  it.  True  hypertrophy  of  tlie  clitoris  is  much  less  frequent 
than  of  the  nymphse.  Occasionally,  however,  the  clitoris  is  found 
to  attain  the  size  of  a  boy's  j^euis,  with  powers  of  erection,  and  when 
accompanied  by  adhesion  of  the  labia  may  conceal  the  sex.  An 
amputation  may  beconie  necessary,  on  account  of  the  abnormal 
direction  of  the  stream  of  urine,  friction,  excoriations,  iriturfer- 
ence  with  coitus,  etc.,  particularly  when  occasioning  trouble  in 
childhood. 


I  I 
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Hrpenropby  of  tlte  ClltorU. 

Adhesions  of  tue  Labia. 

Adhesion  of  the  labia  usually  occurs  in  infancy  and  in  ehild- 
hoo<l.  and  occasionally  is  found  in  adult  life.  It  consists  merely  in 
»n  agglutination  of  the  surfaces  without  loss  of  epithelium  or 
organic  union.  Deficient  liardening  of  the  epithelium  has  been 
given  as  a  cause,  and  comparison  has  been  made  with  the  atlhesion 
of  the  prepuce  to  the  glans  in  the  male.  Uncleanliness,  irritating 
cHscdiarges,  and  mild  forms  of  iuflanunation  may  lead  to  it. 

It  usually  «uis<'8  no  syinptom.s,  but  may  give  rise  to  incon- 
venience by  directing  the  urine  upward.  Later,  menstrual  fluid 
may  be  retained  or  may  be  expelled  with  difiiculty.  Coitus  is 
iiMUaily  interfered  with,  although  not  always.  A  woman  in  labor 
in  whom  the  vagina  could  not  he  found,  although  the  head  was 
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down  upon  the  periiieuiu,  was  recently  obi^erved.  What  at  first 
seemed  to  be  the  vagina  wa.s  au  enormously  dihited  urethra,  tlirough 
which  the  linger  ea.sily  and  painlessly  entered  the  bladder,  and 
through  which  copulation  had  taken  place.  The  occluding  labial 
diapliragm  was  punctured  a  little  below  the  urethra  in  the  median 
line,  the  opening  torn  large  enough  to  admit  two  or  three  fingers, 
and  the  advancing  head  accomplished  the  rest.  The  puerperium 
was  normal,  and  the  parts  afterward  regained  their  natural  rela- 
tionship. 

In  young  children  it  is  only  necessary  to  separate  the  labia  forc- 
ibly, and  to  kee[>  the  parts  cleansed  and  lubricated  for  a  few  days 
to  prevent  au  immediate  recurrence.  In  older  people  the  best  way 
is  to  introduce  a  beut  sound  into  the  vagina,  just  under  the  urethra 
where  a  small  opening  can  u.-^ually  be  founil,  and  to  tear  the  labia 
asunder  from  within  outward  by  dragging  the  sound  out  between 
them.  When  such  an  0{>ening  cannot  be  found,  and  the  parts  are 
not  separable  by  moderate  force  from  without,  menstruation  may 
be  awaited.  The  vagina  will  then  become  fdled  and  the  labia  ])ut 
upon  the  stretch  by  the  retainetl  HuiiJ.  The  bladder  should  be 
emptied,  a  sound  placed  in  it,  a  finger  introduced  into  the  rectum, 
and  a  bistoury  trocar  plunged  into  the  fluid  mass,  in  the  median  line, 
a  little  below  the  urethra.  The  opening  .should  then  be  enlarged 
until  the  finger  Ciin  enter  the  vagina,  when  the  adherent  labia  are 
separated.     Subsequent  care  prevents  reunion. 

Organic  union  of  the  labia,  due  to  traumatism  or  ulcerative  inflam- 
mation, has  been  known  to  take  place  and  requires  operative  meas- 
ures similar  to  the  last  mentioned.     (See  '*  Atresia  of  the  Vagina.") 

*  Vulvitis. 

There  are  three  varieties  of  vulvitis,  or  inflammation  of  the 
vulva — viz. :  simple,  purulent,  and  fullicular. 

Simple  Vulvitis  is  generally  <'aused  by  local  irritation.  Acrid 
vaginal  discharges,  dirt,  accumulated  .secretions,  dribbling  urine, 
parasites,  traumatism  from  scratching,  friction,  and  masturbation 
are  the  most  common  causes. 

Increased  redness,  with  more  or  less  tumefaction,  and  watery  or 
mucus  discharges,  are  characteristic. 

Burning  pain,  particularly  upon  the  passage  of  urine,  and  per- 
sistent itching  are  the  main  symptoms. 

The  TKEATMEXT  should  be  directed  to  the  removal  of  the  cause. 
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Copious  hot  water,  (jf  I  nf  1  |ier  cent,  aqueous  saliue  iJouches,  1  ur 
2  per  cent,  earlwlattil  a(|iieuus  douches,  or  acetate  of  lead,  a  tea- 
spoouful  in  one  or  two  (juarts  of  water,  or  a  x^ati  or  ijTjVif  solution 
of  bichloride  of  aicrcury,  are  useful  when  acrid  or  fetid  vaginal 
discharge:^  are  present.  Lotions  of  acetate  of  lead,  carbolic;  acid,  or 
tannin  r>hould  Ije  used  externally,  ancl  may  Ix'  continuously  ap{)lied 
on  cloths,  if  the  patient  can  be  kept  quiet.  Or,  the  oxide-of-zinc 
ointment,  to  wiiich  o  per  cent,  of  carbolic  acid  or  2  per  cent,  of 
menthol  is  adiled,  may  be  frequently  applied,  and  often  gives  great 
comfort  aud  relief.  The  milder  applications  .should  be  used  in  the 
beginning  of  the  attack  ;  the  stronger  in  the  advanced  stages. 

PtD'uIent  Vidvllu  results  from  the  same  sources  as  simple  vulvi- 
tis, and  is  often  an  advanced  stage  of  the  same.  Gonorrheal  infec- 
tion is  a  frequent  cause.  Direct  infection  by  .septic  matter  may  be 
the  primary  cause. 

liedness,  tumefaction,  and  a  rauco-purulent  discharge  are  always 
present.  In  aggravated  and  neglected  case.'?,  eroded  and  ulcerated 
spots  are  found  on  the  inner  surfaces  of  the  labia,  and  sometimes, 
excoriations  on  the  inner  surfaces  of  the  thighs. 

The  SYMPTOMS  are  the  same  as  in  simple  vulvitis,  but  intensified. 
A  moderate  degree  of  febrile  reaction  and  restlessness  at  night  are 
often  noticeable  in  children  thus  affected. 

Although  the  disea.sc  may  pjiss  over  without  treatment,  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  tliat  there  is  danger  of  progre.ssive  infection  of  the 
vagina,  uterus,  and  P'allopian  tubes. 

The  TREATMENT  must  have  special  reference  to  the  septic  nature 
of  the  disease.  All  that  would  be  neces.sary,  in  addition  to  such 
treiitment  as  has  been  given  for  simple  vulvitis,  is  to  obtain  and 
and  maintain  perfect  cleanliness.  This  requires  more  care  thaii 
IB  ordinarily  understood  by  that  term.  If  we  could  wash  oil'  the 
pus  by  constant  irrigation  with  plain  water,  or  J  itf  1  j>er  cent,  solu- 
tion of  chloride  of  sodium,  or  wasli  the  parts  every  half  hour  or 
hour  with  a  saturated  solution  of  boracic  acid,  the  pus-microbes 
would  soon  be  exterminated,  and  a  mild  form  of  simple  vulvitis 
estidjlished,  or  a  perfect  cure  attained. 

Warm  sitz-baths  in  i  or  1  per  cent,  saline  solution,  three  or  four 
times  daily,  are  of  great  benefit  m  removing  .'secretions.  The  parts 
should  be  bathed  as  nearly  every  hour  as  possible  with  the  sidine 
or  boracic-acid  solution  until  the  tenderness  luis  somewhat  std»- 
dded,  and  then  with  a  weak  acetate-of-lead  or  tannic-acid  solution, 
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iind  the  case  trciited  the  same  as  in  simple  vulvitis.  Cloths  wet 
in  these  solutions  may  be  used  at  uight  instead  of  frequent  washings. 
After  the  discharge  is  partly  checked,  dry  pieces  of  absorbent  cotton, 
soaked  every  honr  or  two  and  reapplied,  after  a  mild  astringent 
or  antiseptic  lotion  has  been  used  and  the  parts  thorotigldy  dried, 
constitute  the  very  bt-st  kind  of  dressing. 

The  stronger  astringents  and  antiseptics,  such  as  a  2  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  nitrate  of  silver  or  a  ^rsW  solution  of  mercuric  bichloride,  are 
required  only  in  neglected  cases  and  those  that  cannot  be  frequently 
dressed.  As  the  parts  cannot  be  cared  for  as  often  in  the  night,  the 
mercuric  or  silver  solution  may  be  advantageously  used  at  bedtime. 

Follieular  VidvUis  is  the  name  given  to  tlie  inflammation  of  the 
glands  of  the  vulva.  Sometimes  the  sel>aceous  and  piliferous  glands 
are  enlarged  and  project  like  niiimle  papillary  elevations  upon  the 
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surface  of  the  labia  and  prepuce.  This  enlargement  of  the  separate 
glands  is  produced  by  the  distension  with  mucus  or  muco-pus,  which 
may  be  seen  to  exude  from  tliem.  At  other  times  there  are  no  dis- 
tinct elevations,  and  the  inner  surface  of  the  vulva  is  covered  by 
an  offensive  mucus  or  muco-purulent  secretion. 

Tlie  CAirsEB  are :  want  of  cleaidiness,  vaginal  discharges,  pregnancy, 
discharge  from  malignant  disease,  and  a  reduced  state  of  vitality. 
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The  SYMPTOMS  differ  hut  little  from  those  of  the  other  forms  of 
vulvitis  descrilxHl  above. 

The  TREATMENT  111  mild  cases  is  similar  to  that  of  the  simple 
and  purulent  forms.  It  i:?,  however,  more  often  necessary  to  use 
the  nitrate-of-tsilvcr  and  corrosivo-sublimaie  solutions.  The  emp- 
tying of  the  foliicics  if«  necessary  to  a  cure,  and  may  be  promoted 
by  alkaline  foiiienUitions,  pressure  by  means  of  dry  al»orbent-cot- 
ton  pads,  manual  pressure,  or  better  by  puncturing  with  a  bi.stoury 
or  a  bayonet-pointed  uterine  scarificator.  When  thus  evacuated 
nitrale-of-silver  solution  or  tincture  of  iodine  and  glycerin,  in 
equal  parts,  may  be  a])j»!ied. 

Inflammation  and  Abscess  of  the  Vulvo-vaoinal  Glands. 

Purulent  vulvitis  or  vaginitis  is  apt  to  infect  the  vulvo-vaginal 
or  Bartholini's  glands. 
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Mirily  rt'tnoveil  on  I  lie  rieht  fUii.'  in  onlt-r  Im  i-iptiM'  the  Klmxl:  AA.fmvWow  iif  labloin  inajiu 
/l.fclarxl;  (.',  excrvUiy  aiict ;  C,  myW'i  iiilrralmfit  Inlo  thf  duct;  P.glandulai  ind  of  duct  ,' 
>..  »..■   lu.l  uf  duct;  f,  aectlun  uf  bulb ;  (>,  ajM.'ehdlng  niraua  of  lacblum. 


The  SYMPTOMS  are,  swelling  of  tlie  deeper  tissues  on  the  inside 
of  the  lower  part  of  one  or  both  labia,  usually  one  at  a  time,  with 
enlargement,  and  often  a  distinct  globular  tumor  that  nniy  vary  in 
sire  at  different  times,  as  the  gland  is  filled  up  or  has  emptied  itself. 
In  most  cases  there  is  a  small  area  of  redness  around  the  mouth  of 
the  gland,  just  in  front  of  the  hymen  or  its  renuiins,  halfway  up  the 
side.  A  muco-purulent  secretion  may  exude  or  be  squeezed  out. 
In  old  cases  the  only  symptom  may  be  an  occasional  tilling  up  of 
one  of  the  glands  with  a  corresponding  globular  tumor,  deeply  seated 
in  the  labium,  which  persists  and  gives  rise  to  local  pain  for  a*  few 
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clays,  and  then  discharges  more  or  less  graduully,  giving  no  more 
trouble  for  the  time.  In  such  cases  there  is  but  little,  if  any,  sur- 
rounding induration. 

The  TREATMENT  conslsts  in  the  ordinary  treatment  for  vulvitis, 
and  in  hot  fomentations  to  relax  the  orifice  and  thus  promote  the 
discharge.  If  the  tenderness  be  not  too  great,  evacuation  by  gentle 
pressure  may  be  attempted.  Drainage  by  means  of  dilatation  with 
a  Simall  probe  may  be  adopted  in  obstinate  cases  of  recurrent  accu- 
mulation. 

Abscess  of  the  gland  may  result  from  retention  of  pus.  In  this 
case  the  lower  outer  part  of  the  labium  becomes  indurated,  and  pre- 
sent.s  the  ordinary  charsK'teristics  of  labial  abscess.  The  pus  may  be 
evacuated  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  labium  and  a  labial  absces-s 
coexist. 

Excision  of  the  whole  gland  and  surrounding  abscesses,  and  sew- 
ing up  of  the  parts  by  deep  sutures  will  often  effect  an  immediate 
cure.  In  case  the  parts  cannot  be  excised,  the  secreting  surface 
should  be  de.'^troyed  by  a  cautery,  the  surrounding  pus-surface.s 
curetted,  and  the  cavity  packed  with  iodoform  gauze  and  absorbent 
cotton  until  healed.     The  external  incision  should  be  a  large  one. 

Labial  Abscess  has  the  same  etiology  and  symptomatology  sis  ab- 
scess in  the  subcutaneous  connective  tissue  elsewhere.  The  labium 
becomes  enlarged  with  a  well-defined  indurated  mass,  extending  up 
and  down  the  labium  under  the  hairy  surface.  After  a  few  days  the 
phlegmon  gradually  undergoes  softening  at  some  particidar  place, 
and  an  area  of  redness  appears.  The  affection  is  very  painful  ami 
calls  for  energetic  treatment.  Odd,  in  the  beginning,  is  anodyne  as 
well  as  sedative.  Later,  sitz-batlis,  poultices,  or  fomentations,  fre- 
quently changed,  are  to  be  used.  On  account  of  the  tendency  to 
spread,  an  early  evacuation,  by  incision  on  the  inner  surface,  is  indi- 
catetl.  In  chronic  cases  citnnected  with  the  suppuration  of  the 
vulvo-vagiual  gland,  all  of  the  ]»us-sccretiug  surfaces  and  indurated 
tissue  must  sometimes  be  excised  or  curetted  with  a  sharp  curette,  to 
get  rid  of  deep-seated  sinuses  and  pockets  that  resist  ordinary  treat- 
ment. 

Exanthemata  of  the  Vulva. 

Herpes,  Eczema,  arid  Prurigo  of  the  vulva  present  similar  charac- 
Istics  to  the  .same  symptoms  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Herpes  is  usually  a  transient  affection,  and  re<]uires  only  that  the 
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parts  be  protected  from  irritation.  It  consists  in  a  ,£^roup  or  groups 
of  vesicles,  without  aiiv  iutliunmatiuii  of  the  surrounding  skin. 
The  inguinal  glands  are  oeciisionally  tender.  A  saline  laxative,  a 
bland  ointment,  or  a  soothing  lotion,  and  a  mildly  carbolated  or  a 
boraied  vaginal  douche,  if  the  vaginal  discharges  be  irritating,  will 
usually  be  followed  in  a  week  or  ten  days  by  a  cure.  A  powder 
of  oxide  of  zinc  and  chalk,  equal  parta,  may  be  used  after  the  vesi- 
cles break. 

Sometimes  herpes  occurs  in  the  confluent  form,  covering  the 
vulva,  and  lasting  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks.  It  is  often  connected 
with  gastro-iniestinal  disturbances,  and  may  return  periodically. 
Unclean lin ess  is  a  prolitic  cause. 

Eczema  is  characterized  by  an  eruption  of  vesicles  and  some 
inflammation  of  tlie  underlying  and  surrounding  skin.  When  the 
vesicles  ru]»ture  a  serous  fluid  exudes  which  tends  to  dry  on  the 
surface  and  form  scabs.  If  the  disease  continues,  the  skin  remains 
red,  becomes  thickened,  and  may  in  time  assume  a  more  or  less 
cicatricial  character.  These  conditions  may  spread  to  the  neigh- 
boring skin.  Itching  is  a  prominent  symptom.  The  itching  that 
accompanies  diabetes  is  apt  to  be  due  to  oczema. 

In  the  acute  stage,  saline  or  mercurial  laxatives,  a  restricted  diet, 
with  soothing  local  applications,  such  as  bismuth  powder,  a  lead 
lotion,  cold  cream,  1  |ter  cent,  carbolic-acid  douches,  hi|t-baths,  or  the 
benzoated  oxide-of-zinc  ointment  with  5  or  10  per  cent,  of  carbolic 
acid  added,  may  be  used.  In  obstinate  cases  strong  solutions  of  car- 
bolic acid  (5  per  cent.),  or  nitrate  of  silver  (2  per  cent.),  may  be 
recpjired  to  siiimdate  the  circulation  of  the  [larts.  Tlie  scabs  ami 
secretions  should  be  washed  off  with  almond  or  other  unirritating 
suap  before  the  ointments  are  applied.  Saline  and  mercurial  laxa- 
tives, digestives,  iron,  arsenic,  etc.  may  be  required  as  for  eczema 
elsewhere.  Dryness  and  cleanliness  of  the  parts  are  essential,  and 
friction  is  to  Im  as  nearly  excluded  as  possible. 

PrurU/o  is  a  papuhir  eruption  causing  distressing  pruritis,  and  is 
difficult  of  cure.  The  cau.ses  are  not  well  understood,  although  it 
often  occurs  in  unclean  and  iinln'ahhy  subjects. 

Attention  to  the  general  iiealth  and  hygienic  surroundings  ir« 
imj»erative.  The  carboli/ed  zinc  ointment  above  referred  to,  with 
the  addition  {H>rha|)s  of  2  i)er  cent,  of  menthol,  often  affV)rds  great 
relief.  From  a  5  to  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of  chloroform  in  oil  of 
BWtset  almonds  relieves  the  itching  in  some  coses,  and  may  do  some- 
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thing  toward  dissolving  out  the  tenacious  masses  at  the  bottom  of 
the  papilhe.  A  mixture  of  ether  and  alcohol  (1 :  4)  may  be  used 
for  thi.s  liitter  purpose,  or  cliloroform  and  alcohol  (1  ;  4)  if  well 
borne. 

Erydpelas  and  Diphtheria  of  the  vulva  sliotild  be  treated  upon 
the  f^ame  jirinciplea  as  eases  occurring  in  other  parts.  They  are 
rare  affections,  and  occur  in  mcst  instances  iu  puerperal  women 
and  uew-born  children. 


Gangrenk  of  TtiE  Vulva  or  Noma. 

Gangrene  of  the  vulva  occurs  in  poorly-nourished  young  chil- 
dren livitig  in  unhygienic  surroundings,  and  i.s  exceedingly  fatal. 
It  begins  with  reddening  and  infiltration  of  one  of  the  labia,  accom- 
panied by  a  discharge  of  ichorous  serum,  followeil  by  vesication 
ijnd  the  fonuatiou  of  a  grayi.sh-green  sSough  and  rapid  gangrene. 
The  contlition  ha,s  been  likened  to  noma  in  the  mouth.  It  is  a 
rare  disease,  produced  by  infection,  and  ha.s  been  known  to  be 
infectious. 

If  recognized  early  enough,  the  parts  should  be  excised,  and 
the  resulting  wound,  if  not  favorable  for  obliteration  by  sutures, 
should  be  frequently  disinfected  with  strong  antiseptics  and  kept 
constantly  moi-stened  with  a  weak  antiseptic  solution.  The  vital 
powers  should  be  sustained  with  alcohol,  strychnia,  digitalis,  and 
frequent  forced  feeding. 

Pruritus  Vulv^. 

Pruriltts  Vuivw  is  usually  a  symptom  rather  than  a  disea.se,  and 
stands  for  an  intense  or  persistent  itching  of  the  vulva,  more  often 
felt  about  the  clitoris  and  vestibule,  but  sometimes  extending  to 
the  surrounding  parts.  The  itching,  depending  upon  palpable  or 
visible  lor;d  inflammatory  disease,  is  not  referred  to  in  the  consid- 
eration of  this  aflectiou.  It  is  often  a  serious  trouble,  in  that  it  is 
apt  to  lead  young  people  into  ib.e  habit  of  masturbation,  but  should 
not  be  confounded  either  with  the  irritability  attendant  upon  that 
habit  or  with  nymphomania. 

The  CAUSES  may  be  reHex  or  local.  Irritating  and  indigesti- 
ble foods  or  drinks  may  bring  on  the  attacks  in  some  cases  by 
reflex  action  or  i^y  vitiating  the  urine.  The  rubbing  of  clothes, 
the  friction  of  walking,  and  heat  of  the  bed  act  as  exciting  causes 
in  those  predisposed  to  it.     Local  congestion,  such  as  occurs  about 
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the  menstrual  period  iu  certain  ease«  of  fielvic  iiiflummation,  or  iu 
early  pregnancy,  or  ut  tlie  and  of  pregnancy  when  the  vulval  and 
vaginal  veins  are  distended  by  pressure  above,  or  in  old  jieopW 
with  dilated  veins,  is  an  occasional  cause.  Constipaiioii,  sedentary 
hid»its,  portal  congestion,  rederan,  etc.,  favor  it.  Irritating  dis- 
charges, though  scanty,  from  foUiculiir  cervicitis,  carcinoma, 
uterine  sarcoma,  diabetes,  and  incontinence  of  urine,  are  some- 
times respoDsible.     Parasites  may  also  act  in  the  same  way. 

The  DiAONosLs  is  ba.^ed  upon  tiie  intermittent  character  of  the 
itching,  the  absence  of  local  inflammatory  or  eru|itive  disease,  and 
the  discovery  of  one  of  the  above-mentioned  or  other  remote  causes. 
Oftentimes  no  cause  whatever  can  be  detected.  The  local  symptoms 
are  a  shiny,  red,  somewhat  cedematous  aj)pearance  of  the  purt.s  about 
the  vestibule,  with  perhaps  some  serous  secretion.  Later,  changes 
may  occur  as  the  eflect  of  scratching,  such  as  e-xcoriations,  thicken- 
ing of  the  nymphiE,  dryness,  cicsitricial  spots,  and  furuncles. 

The  TKEATMENT  sliouUl  of  course  depend  ujion  the  cause,  which 
must,  if  possible,  be  removed.  When  flependent  upon  diabetes  or 
incontinence,  the  parts  should  be  protected  from  contact  with  the 
urine  by  some  powder  or  ointment  kept  constantly  applied,  such  as 
bismuth  subnitrate,  unguentum  resina?,  or  a  benzoaied  oxide-of-zinc 
ointment  containing  a  5  or  10  per  cent,  .solution  of  carbolic  acid. 
When  from  irritating  vaginal  discharges,  the  applications  umy 
be  used  with  antiseptic  vaginal  doufrhes  and  vulval  washes, 
such  as  1 :  20rK)  aqueous  solution  of  mercuric  bichloride  or  2  per 
ct^nt.  cjirbolic  acid.  Skene  highly  recommends  u  1  : 5(X>  solution 
of  the  bichloride  in  emulsion  of  bitter  almonds.  When  due  to 
venous  congestion,  astringents  act  bencliciaily,  such  as  lead,  in 
washes  and  in  vaginal  douches,  a  1  or  2  per  cent,  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  in  water,  or  the  oxide-of-zinc  powtler,  strong  or 
diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  of  chalk.  General  debility,  gastro- 
intestinal derangements,  uncleanlinef?H,  and  the  like  should  be  faith- 
fully attended  to.  To  relieve  the  itching  many  remedies  have  been 
used.  The  benzoated  oxide-of-zinc  ointment,  with  the  addition  of 
10  per  cent,  carbolic  acid  or  ^  per  cent,  of  menthol,  is  us«'ful.  A 
10  per  cent,  eiinilsioti  of  chloroforu)  in  olive  oil  or  a  5  per  <ent. 
aqueous  solution  of  cocaine  gives  temporary  relief  The  treatment 
is  of  necessity  often  emjiirictd.  Many  patients  .sufler  continuously 
for  years  without  obtainiiifj  relief.  Under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumfltiinces  a  cure  is  diilicult  and  is  only  obtaine<l   by  persistent 
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attention   to  the  details  of   treatment.     Cleanliness,   dryness,  and 
a  minimum  amount  of  friction  udd  materially  to  the  desired  result. 

Specific  Diseases  of  the  Vclva. 

Gonorrheal  Vidritis  is  an  inflammation  of  the  vulva  caused  by 
the  specific  germ  of  gonorrhea,  and  may  be  considered  as  a  part  of 
specific  or  gooorrhoal  vnginitis, 

8yphil!iic  Affections  of  the  Vulva  occur  in  the  form  of  chancres, 
muctis-iiatt'hes,  and  syptiilitic  skin  eruptions.  The  cliancre  has  a 
dark-red  surface,  is  sharply  defined,  is  not  excavated,  is  not  tender 
or  itchy,  is  single,  with  a  hard  bsise,  and  presents  firm  resistance 
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Simple  VflfFtations  of  the  Vulva. 

to  the  fingers  grasping  it  from  the  sides.     Inguinal  glands  are  ordi- 
narily enlarged  without  much  tenderness. 

The  uleenitions  or  eru]»tions  folluwlny;  vulvitis  are  itchy,  tender, 
somewhat  excavated,  an<l  iiave  not  a  lirm  b:ise,  except  in  connection 
with  surrounding  infiltration.  Mucus-patches,  guinmata,  and  the 
skin  eruptions  exist  in  connection  with  other  manifestations  of 
syjihili.-*,  and  have  the  same  characteristics  as  tlmse  occurring  else- 
where.    The  inguinal  glands  may  be  tender,   but  do  nut  become 
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greatly  enlarged.     A  chimcre  may  ulcerate  at  its  centre,  but  pre- 
serves its  characteristics  at  tlie  edges. 

The  Oiancroid  is  nuiltiple,  has  sharply-defined  edges,  >!ii])purate3 
freely,  has  a  soft  yellowish  or  greenish  fissured  base,  and  is  usually 
accompanied  by  a  lariie,  tender  inguinal  gland,  with  tendency  to 
suppuration.  The  sharp  edges -and  yellowish  or  greenish  base  dis- 
tinguish it  from  other  ulcerations  or  eruption.s.  They  should  be 
treated  by  cauterization,  iodoform,  and  frequent  antiseptic  lotions. 
Venereal  WarU  are  the  ret^ult  of  venereal  or  unclean  genitid  dis- 
charges.  They  consist  iti  irregular  ma.sses  of  pa|>in(nn<ita  about  the 
anus  or  vulva.  Vaginal  douches  of  1 :  20CHJ  bichloride  of  mercury, 
frequent  Wiishings  with  the  .same,  the  constant  application  of  tlie 
oxide-of-zinc  ointment  with  10  per  cent,  carbolic  acid,  or  of  resin 
cerate,  will  occasionally  result  in  a  cure.  Cauterization  with  uitro- 
inuriatic  acid  is  usually  effective.  When  much  elevated  above  the 
.surface  of  the  skin  (condylomata),  tliey  should  he  cut  off  and  the 
base  cauterized. 

Injuries  of  the  Vulva. 

Injuries  to  the  external  genitals  in  women  and  children  from 
blows,  falls  from  elevated  places  upon  tlie  end  of  stakes,  pitchforks, 
backs  of  chairs,  fences,  etc.  sometimes  jirove  serious  from  the  hem- 
orrhage that  is  liable  to  follow  injury  of  the  cor])ora  cavernosa. 

Fio.  110. 


Flexui  of  Vclni  of  the  VctUbulo. 


The  first  marital  embraces,  and  even  brutal  kicks  by  intoxicated 
husbands,  have  produced  extensive  contusions  ami  lacerations. 
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Contusions  should  be  treated  as  those  occurring  elsewhere  in  the 
cutaueous  tissue.  Lacerations  should  be  sutured  with  deep  stitches, 
so  as  to  close  up  all  deep  veins,  and  thua  prevent  extravasations  of 
blood  and  subsequent  abscess. 

HEMATOMA    OF   THE    VuLVA. 

Heniatmna  of  the  vulva  occurs  in  tlie  puerperal  state  as  thp 
result  ()f  the  pressure  of  the  heud  during  labor,  or  in  tlie  non- 
pueri^ral  state,  from  blows  or  tine  punctures,  producing  a  lesion 
of  a  vein  in  the  corpus  cavernosus.     It  is  usually  unilateral. 

When  found  after  labor  it  may  be  as  large  as  the  fist  or  larger, 
but  is  seldom  half  as  large  under  other  circumstances.  It  is  felt  as 
an  elastic  globular  lumor  in  the  labium,  without  much  heat  or  ten- 
deiness,  and  unaffected  by  coughing  or  increased  intra-abdominal 
pressure  maile  by  the  patient.  Often  the  first  sign  is  a  feeling  of 
discomfort  in  the  part,  and  the  accidental  discovery  by  the  patient 
of  the  enlargement.  In  other  cases  a  sudden  burning  pain  is 
felt,  ibllowed  by  a  feeling  of  tension  and  a  desire  to  urinate  or 
defecate. 

The  hematoma  either  is  gradually  absorbed,  remains  for  a  long 
time  encysted,  or  undergoes  the  suppurative  process. 

An  hematoma  larger  than  a  walnut,  tletected  as  soon  as,  or  before 
the  l)leeding  has  stopped,  is  best  treated  by  an  incision  between  the 
labium  majus  and  minus,  a  clearing  out  and  disinfection  of  the 
cavity,  and  suturing  so  as  to  include  the  veijsels  and  close  the 
won  ml  completely.  A  small  effusion  may  be  treated  by  the  appli- 
cation of  an  ice-bag  in  the  hope  of  [ireventing  an  increase.  After 
the  hematoma  ha.s  formed  and  shows  no  sign  of  growing  larger,  it 
may  be  let  alone  with  the  expectation  that  it  will  be  absorbed. 
When  it  h;is  become  encysted  the  patient  may  choose  between  hav- 
ing the  cyst  excised  or  waiting  for  a  tedious  length  of  time  for  slow 
absorption.  To  excise,  evacuate,  and  pack  the  cyst  with  gauze, 
usually  means  a  slowly-contracting  cavity  or  an  abscess;  hence  it  is 
always  well  to  enucleate  or  dissect  out  the  cyst-wall  and  close  the 
wound  completely  with  deep  sutures.  After  suppuration  hai<  com- 
menced the  abscess  siiouid  1k'  opene<l  without  delay,  and,  if  passible, 
the  abscess-wall  excised  and  the  wound  sutured  with  antiseptic  pre- 
cautions. When  the  facilities  for  such  treatment  are  wanting, 
incision,  disinfection,  and  packing  with  gauze  is  the  next  best  pro- 
cedure. 
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Varicose  Veins  of  the  Vulva  may  be  t'suised  by  jirt'ssure  upon  the 
pelvic  veins  by  the  j»regntuit  uterus,  intni-pelvic  tumors  or  aocuuiu- 
hitions,  or,  in  those  predisj>osed  to  it,  ])artiinilarly  iu  hot  climates, 
by  ronstipsition,  snuiiiiiig  at  stool,  or  occupations  requiring  constant 
standing  with  the  exertion  of  intra-iilxlotninal   pressiure. 

During  pregnancy  they  may  iruni  a  swelling  a-s  hirge  as  ihe  fist, 
and  may  rupture  during  labor,  causing  a  large  Lematoma. 

In  the  non-puerperal  state  they  cause  a  slight  swelling  of  one 
or  both  of  the  labia,  or  can  be  seen  on  the  inner  surfaces,  often 
fxtending  into  the  pelvis. 

They  either  give  rise  to  no  trouble  or  produce  a  feeling  of  burn- 
ning,  an  itching  or  fulness,  with  perJiaps  a  slight  desire  to  urinate. 

Astringent  washes,  vulval  pads  under  a  T-bandage,  rest  in  the 
recumbent  ]>osition  for  a  few  hours  each  day,  and  tlie  avoidance  of 
standing,  leaning  over  and  lifting,  are  heijvful.  The  bowels  should 
be  well  regulated,  and  the  general  nutrition  and  vigor  of  the  patient 
promoted  by  tonics,  massage,  moderate  exercise,  fatty  foods,  etc. 

When  a  varicose  vein  ruptures  compression  will  usually  control 
the  hemorrhage  teniporiirily,  but,  as  it  is  pretty  sure  to  return  after 
the  pressure  is  removed,  the  ligature  should  be  resorted  lu- 

Hydrocele  of  the  Labium  Majus, 

Jlydroceh  in  the  female  is  u  rare  affeetion,  and  usually  consists 
in  a  prolongation  of  the  p'ritoneal  ]>oueh  (eunal  of  Xuck)  along 
the  round  ligament,  through  the  inguinal  canal,  to  the  nions  Veneris 
and  into  the  tissues  of  the  labium  majus.  Usually  the  sac  closes 
bv  adhesion  of  the  peritoricnl  surfaces  at  the  internal  abdominal 
ring.  The  labium,  purliculurly  tJie  ujiper  part,  is  eidiirgfd,  as  in  the 
case  of  hernia,  but  with  less  fulness  at  the  external  abdominal  ring. 
If  the  communication  with  the  abdominal  cavity  be  not  obliterated, 
the  swelling  disapjiears  when  jm-ssed,  and  may  be  felt  to  vary  in  size 
with  increase  or  decrease  of  abdominal  pressure  (coughing,  etc.). 
Usually,  however,  the  tumor  is  elastic,  translucent,  and  yields  clear 
Hcrum  upon  aspiration.  It  is  not  tender  to  moderate  pressure.  When 
the  tumor  is  reducible  a  truss  mav  be  worn.  WhcTj  not  reducible  it 
may  Ik*  aspirated.  If  it  fills  again,  it  should  be  evacuated,  and 
obliterated  by  an  injet-tiou  of  tincture  of  iodine.  If  tins  does  not 
cure  it,  the  entire  sac  should  be  dissected  out  and  the  parts  sutured 
with  silkworm  gut. 
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Pudendal  Hernia. 

Pudendal  Hernia  (heruia  labialis  inguinalis)  corresponds  to 
scrotal  heruia  in  the  male.  The  canal  of  Nuck  and  the  ingui- 
nal canal  become  dilateti,  and  the  intestine  and  peritoneum  are 
forced  along  the  round  ligament  to  the  external  ring  and  into  the 
labium  majus.  A  rounded  tumor  is  felt  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
labium,  prolonged  into  the  inguinal  ring,  soft,  insensitive  to  pres- 
sure, compressible,  sometimes  resonant  upon  percussion,  and  usually 
disappearing  entirely,  with  a  gurgling  sound,  if  the  patient  be  placed 
in  the  knee-chest  position.  It  is  very  seldom  strangulated.  The 
omentum,  and,  very  rarely,  the  ovary  may  be  found  in  the  sac. 


Fio.  111. 
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HemlB  l.«blRlU  Ingulnnlti  and  L'icrliie  ProUpie. 

It  is  differentiated  from  a  distended  vulvo-vaginal  gland,  in 
that  the  latter  is  well  down  in  the  labium,  is  tense,  tender,  irre- 
ducible, and  cannot  be  traced  upward.  Vulval  abscesses  are  tender 
and  surrounded  by  indurated  tissue. 

The  TREATMENT  consjsts  in  a  replacement  and  the  adjustment 
of  a  truss  with  a  perineal  strap  to  pass  over  the  labium.  A  descrip- 
tion of  the  operations  for  strangulated  hernia  and  ])ermanent  closure 
of  the  inguinal  canal  belongs  to  works  on  general  surgery. 

Posterior  Pudendal  Hernia  (hernia  vaginalis  labialis)  has  been 
observed  a  few  times.     It  appears  in  the  posterior  |>ortion  of  the 
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experience,  pesauries  and  operations  are  useless.     A  belt  with  a  pad 
attached  to  a  stem  may  be  adju!?ted. 

Tumors  of  the  Vulva. 

Elcphaniims. — ElephjmtiMsi.s  oeeiisioiudly  afTeefs  tlie  external 
genitals  of  the  ieinule,  atul  exhibits  the  same  characteristics  as  that 
occurring  in  the  skin  elsewhere.  It  iisnaily  nffects  the  entire  vulva, 
and  in  tropical  countries  has  been  known  to  form  a  large  tumor 
hanging  between  the  thighs. 

"^I'he  DIAGNOSIS  is  made  by  the  fact  tluit  the  sweiling  alfects  the 
skin  itself  aud  eaimot  be  separated  from  it,  as  in  tibroma,  lipoma,  and 
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ElephantlaslH  of  tbo  Labia. 

cystoma.  Venereal  warts  are  implanted  n]>on  soft  natural  .skin, 
while  tlie  papillary  excrescences  of  elepluintia.sis  grow  ri|)on  thick- 
ened, indurated  skin. 

Malignant  tumors  are  accompanied  by  deep-seated  induration, 
and  more  ulceration  in   proportion  to  the  enlargement;  they  run  a 
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miilign^int  course,  while  elepliiintiasis  mn'er  kills.  Lupus  li:is 
more  discoloration,  Ueeper-sfated  induratiuii,  and  ulcerates  more 
extensively. 

The  TUE.\TME?fT  consists  in  removal  of  the  mass  and  suturing 
the  wound. 

Fihroiih  of  the  Vulva  occur  most  frequently  in  the  labia  majora, 
but  have  been  oliserved  in  the  l:ibia  minora  and  perineum.  They 
are  hard,  well  defined,  insensitive,  and  ntovable  under  the  skin, 
unless  developed  in  the  cutctneousH  connective  tis.sue,  when  they 
project  and  even  become  pendulous.  They  may  undergo  cystic 
degeneration.  Sometimes  they  become  quite  large  and  the  skin 
over  them  ulcerates. 

Fio.  115. 


Pibrolil  uf  the  Left  I  utiium  Majiu. 


They  bhould  be  removed  by  the  knife  as  soon  as  discovered. 
Vuhal  Cy»l^  are  usually  distended  glands  found  in  the  labia 
majora,  and  may  be  single  or  multiple,  deep-seated  or  superficial, 
varj'ing  from  the  wize  of  a  pea  to  that  of  u  walnut  or  an  egg,  and 
occiuxionally  larger.  They  are  easily  recognized  as  elastic  bodies 
that  yield  a  serous  fluid  upon  aspiration.  Usually  they  enlarge  in 
a  downward  direction. 
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Tlie  TREATMENT  consists  in  removal  by  the  knife. 

Occasional  cases  of  Neuroma,  Enchondroma,  Melanoma,  and 
Angioma  of  the  Vulva  have  been  observed,  but  their  ootnirrence 
is?  so  rare  that  a  descnptioii  is  here  su|>erHnous.  They  should  be 
removed  tlie  same  m  if  found  elsewhere  in  the  body. 

COCCYGODYNIA. 

Coccygodynia  is  the  name  given  to  pain  in  the  coccyx,  induced  by 
motion  of  the  part,  wliether  from  external  pre^ssjure  or  contraction 
of  the  muscles  attache<l  to  it. 

Tlie  disease  coufiists  usually  of  a  local  arthritis.  iS'ot  infrequently 
there  is  a  rigidity  or  ankylosis  of  the  joints,  with  dislocation  or  frac- 
ture, forming  an  artificial  joint.     Necrosis  sometimes  results. 

Parturition  in  old  primiparee  in  whom  the  articulations  have 
become  rigid,  and  falls  or  blows  upon  the  coccyx,  are  the  ordinary 
causes.  Rheumatism  may  jiossibly  produce  it.  The  principal  symp- 
tom is  pain  in  the  coccyx  upon  sitting  down,  getting  up  or  chang- 
ing jiosition.  Any  possture  in  which  the  coccyx  is  pressed  up,  or 
which  calls  into  play  its  attached  muscles,  is  intolerable.  Bexnal 
intercourse  and  straining  at  stool  are  apt  to  be  painful.  The  dis- 
ease is  diagnosed  by  taking  the  coccyx  between  the  finger,  intro- 
duced into  the  rectum,  and  the  thumb  placed  between  the  nates, 
and  moving  the  bone,  thus  bringing  on  the  pain. 

Under  certain  circumstances  the  prognosis  is  favorable,  although 
several  months,  or  even  years  may  elap.se  before  all  sensitiveness 
will  subside. 

The  TREATMENT  umst  be  conducted  upon  the  same  principles 
as  in  a  traumatic  arthritis  elsewhere.  First,  the  avoidance  of  all 
motion  of  the  joints  or  pressure  upon  the  bone.  Re.^t  on  the  side, 
air-cushions  t<j  sit  upon,  with  great  care  in  sitting  down,  getting  up, 
leaning  over,  or  twisting  tlie  trunk,  so  as  to  avoid  producing  the 
pain,  are  items  of  prime  impornuice.  Leeching  and  cold  applicu- 
tions  in  the  acute  .stage,  couuter-irritation  and  alterative  applica- 
tions in  the  subacute  and  chronic  st^iges,  are  beneficial. 

In  neglected  cases,  subcutaneous  tenotomy  or  extirpation  must 
occsisionally  be  resorted  Uj. 

Tenotomy  is  performed  by  introducing  a  tenotome  under  the 
skin  at  the  end  of  the  coccyx,  pushing  it  along  the  side  of  the 
bone,  and  severing  the  entire  muscnlnr  Jittachnient,  first  on  one 
side  and  then  on  the  other,  and  finally  at  the  lower  end.     The 
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relief  afforded  is  great,  but  often  only  temporary,  on  iiccouut  of 
the  reunion  of  the  severed  parts. 

Extirpation  is  aecoui[ilished  by  a  longitudinal  incision  down  to 
the  lK>ne,  amputation  through  the  second  joint,  and  severance  of  the 
attachments;  or  tiie  attacluufuts  may  be  ticvereil  first,  the  coccyx 
dislocated  backward,  and  the  entire  bone  removed. 

VULVO- VAGINAL    HYPERESTHESIA    AND    VAGINISMrS. 

Vuluo-vaginal  Ht/pereslJienia  consists  in  :in  extreme  sensitiveness 
of  a  part,  or  of  all  parts,  of  the  vulvo-vyginal  entrance,  excej)t  the 
labia  niajora. 

In  some  cases  there  is  a  congested  appearance  of  the  parts,  or 
even  inflammation  and  erosion  ;  in  others  there  is  nothing  abnor- 
niul  to  be  seen.  Ttie  pathological  conditions  sometimes  consist  in 
inflammation  of  th«  inner  genital  organs,  with  or  without  irritating 
discharges,  or  in  a  disordered  state  of  nutrition  and  enervatinu. 
Inrtaiumation  about  the  hymen  or  cicatricial  contractions  about  the 
earutR'ulje  cause  the  most  severe  forms. 

The  most  noticeable  symptom  is  sudden  flinching  or  a  manifes- 
tation of  pain  upon  the  least  touch  nf  the  parts,  ahhough  if  the 
finger  can  be  placed  quietly  on  the  liymen  or  in  the  vagina  aud 
left  there,  the  conijduirits  soon  cease  tintil  some  motion  is  madf, 
when  they  begin  again.  Coitus  may  be  excessively  jrainful  or  nut 
tolerated  at  all.  Anytiiing  that  alarms  the  patient,  or  even  calls 
her  attention  to  the  condition,  increases  the  dilficulty. 

The  TREATMENT  Consists  in  removing  all  inllammatory  conili- 
tions,  if  such  exist,  by  the  means  recommended  elsewhere.  Sooth- 
ing or  anesthetic  washes  or  ointments,  such  as  u  5  or  10  per  cent. 
solution  of  cocaine,  or  half  that  strength  of  meiithtd  in  cerate,  or 
oxide-of-zinc  ointment,  may  be  used  previous  to  all  manipulaiions 
and  at  other  times  when  discomfort  is  felt.  Sometimes  a  5  per  cent. 
u<dution  of  nitrate  of  silver  or  strong  carbolic  acid  aj>plied  once  a 
week  is  useful  to  cure  erosions  or  ulcerations. 

A  valuable  means  of  diminishing,  and  sometimes  of  curing  the 
trouble  in  mild  cises  consists  in  iinrodueing  a  bivalve  sjiecuUim  two 
or  three  times  weekly,  and  slowly,  almost  insensibly,  stretching  the 
vagina  and  vagitnil  entrance  until  decided  discomfort,  but  not  severe 
pain,  is  felt,  and  then  in  placirii;  a  pledget  of  wool  in  the  up[)er  part 
of  the  vagina  aiul  leaving  it  for  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours.  The 
pledget  should  be  small  at  tirst,  but  gradually  increiised  in  size  until 
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the  vagina  ii*  well  tamponed.  It  is  preferable  to  i>lacf  a  small  cot^ 
ton  pledget  saturated  in  u  50  per  cent.  soluti()n  of  boro-glyceride 
against  the  cervix,  an<l  t!ie  <.lry  wool  below  it,  but  not  low  enough 
to  press  at  the  vaginal  entrance.  An  uncointbrtably  tight  vaginal 
packing  or  rough  or  painful  treatment  or  manipulation  in  the  begin- 
ning might  antagonize  the  patient  and  make  her  worse.  Mildly 
Ptimnlating  and  antiseptic  vaginal  douches,  such  as  2  per  cent,  car- 
bolic acid  or  1  :  2(K>  to  1  :  500  .solutions  of  permagnate  of  potassium, 
often  help  to  render  the  vulvo-vagiual  nerves  tolerant.  A  general 
tonic  treatment  is  of  great  benefit  in  many  cases. 

Vaginhmm  is  a  vulvo-vaginal  anesthesia  of  an  aggravated  cha- 
racter, with  peculiar  painful  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  perinejil 
and  levator  uni  muscles.  The  causes  of  both  affections  are  similar, 
but  small  spots  of  erosion  about  the  vaginal  entrance,  or  a  dis- 
eased conditiou  of  the  hymen  or  its  remains  are  more  frequently 
found  in  vaginismus.  Frequently  no  c^iuse  whatsoever  can  be 
discovered. 

Fi«.  120. 


Fibro-papUUiy  Hypertrophy  of  the  Iljrmeti  In  •  case  of  Vaglnlimnii. 

Coitus  is  seldom  tolerated,  and  the  attempt  causes  a  firm  clo- 
sure of  the  vagina  by  the  contraction  of  the  constrictores  cunni 
et  vaginae.  A  vaginal  examination  is  often  impos.sible  until  the 
patient  is  anesthetized,  when  the  orifice  becomes  relaxed. 

In  mild  cases  the  treatment  given  aljove  fur  vnlvo-vaginal 
anesthesia  may  be  tried,  especially  the  vaginal  packing.  Some- 
times a  thorough  stretching  under  anesthetics,  with  the  subi?equent 
daily  introduction  of  a  glass  |thig  dilator,  will  effect  a  cure.  The 
stretching  can  be  accorai>lishcd  by  introducing  a  large  bivalve  spec- 
ulum, separating  its  blades  widely,  and  withdrawing  it  quite  rapidly. 
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The  glass  plug  is  the  shape  of  a  widened  test-tube,  about  24  inches 
in  diameter,  and  should  be  worn  four  or  five  hours  a  day  for  a  few 
days,  then  two  or  three  hours  a  day  for  several  weeks. 

In  u  few  ctises  it  may  become  necessary  to  practise  J.  Marion 
Sims's  plan  of  excising  tlie  hymen  and  cutting  deeply  inlo  the  con- 
strictor cunni  and  edge  of  the  levator  aui  on  either  side>  so  as  to 
completely  relax  the  vaginal  entrance. 

Fio.  121. 


aims'ii  v«(fln»l  Dilator. 

The  plug  should  then  be  worn  almost  constantly  for  a  few  days, 
then  two  or  three  hours  daily  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks.  Inter- 
course should  not  be  allowed  until  the  wounds  have  been  for  some 
time  entirely  healed. 

Imperforate  Hyjien. 

As  the  symptoms  of  imperforate  hymen  are  the  same  aa  in  many 
cases  of  atresia  of  the  vagina,  it  will  be  appropriate  to  consider  both 
of  the  affections  under  the  latter  heading. 

Atresia  of  the  Vagina. 

Atresia  of  the  Vagina  may  be  congenital  or  acquired,  and  may 
involve  any  part  or  all  of  the  vagina,  fnmi  the  hymen  to  the  cervix. 

Causes. — ^The  congenital  variety  arises  from  some  pathological 
condition,  usually  inflammation,  that  has  existed  before  birth,  caus- 
ing adhesion  of  the  nuicous  surfaces  of  the  hymen  or  vngina.  After 
birth  it  may  be  caused  by  septic  or  gangrcntuis  vulvitis,  or  inflam- 
mation connected  with  diplitheria,  typhoid  fever,  scarlatina,  or 
measles,  or  by  destruction  of  the  vagiuid  epitlu'liuin  or  walls,  fol- 
lowing the  intrndnction  of  chemical  or  mechanical  agents.  In 
Buch  cases  either  julhesion  of  tlie  walls  e>r  cicatricial  contraction  in 
the  ulcerated  or  sloughing  parts  occurs.  Sloughing  after  labor, 
resulting  in  circumscribed  or  coin[>le{e  loss  of  the  vaginal  walls,  is 
accountable  for  quite  a  large  proportion  of  ca.ses.  Non-puerperal 
traumatisms  also  enter  as  a  causative  I'actor. 
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Varieties. — The  places  of  obstruction  may  be  low  down,  con- 
sisting eitlier  of  uu  im perforate  or  iinjiervious  hymen,  or  of  tbe 
occlusion  of  the  lower  end  of  the  vadna.  The  obstruction  mav 
be  in  the  middle  or  ufiper  jwrtion  or  in  difi'erent  portions  of  the 
viscu-s,  or  it  may  involve  the  whole  canah  Another  variety  con- 
sists in  a  double  vagina  and  uterus,  one  side  of  which  ends  in  a 
blind  sac  above  the  hymen.  In  many  cases  the  condition  is  one  of 
stenosis  instead  of  complete  obstruction. 
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Complete  or  extensive  congenital  obstruction  of  the  vagina  is 
generally  found  in  connection  with  deficient  development  of  the 
uterus  and  ovaries. 

Course. — Obstruction  at  or  near  the  hymen  may  be  accompanied 
by  a  retention  of  mucus  in  early  life,  and  of  the  menstrual  fluid  in 
later  life,  particularly  if  the  develofvment  of  the  uterus  and  ovaries 
has  not  bt^fu  interfered  with.  The  vagina  becomes  dilated  and 
hypertrophied,  nnd  8ometime.s  also  the  cervix,  uterus,  and  Fallo- 
pian tubes.  These  latter  are  more  often  dilated  when  the  atresia 
involves  the  upper  portion  of  the  vagina,  and  in  such  cases  pelvic 
peritonitis  often  ensues  with  adhesions,  and  occasionally  rupture  of 
the  tubes. 

When  there  is  occlusion  of  the  lower  end  of  one  side  of  a  dou- 
ble vagina  and  uterus,  the  occluiled  side  is  most  liable  to  burst 
into  the  other  side,  particularly  through  the  cervical  septum.     The 
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tissues  then  become  infected,  and  develop  into  a  pyokolfios  or  pyo- 
metra.  The  dilated  Fallopian  tube  has  also  been  observed  to 
burst  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 
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Complete  Occlnsion  of  Ibc  Vaglmk :  v,  ragliiii ;  ou,  ut«nia. 

Symptoms. — The  deformity  may  be  discovered  in  early  life,  lait 
the  syroptonis  do  not  usually  appear  until  after  puberty.  Amen- 
orrhea is  as  a  rule  the  first.  Recurrent  menstrual  pains  are  felt 
each  month,  but  attention  ni:iv  not  bi*  called  t<»  the  condition  until 
the  patient  marries  arul  Iin«l8  copulation  to  be  impossible.  After  con- 
fiiderable  accumulation  has  Uiken  place,  pressure  ujion  the  bladder 
or  rectum  may  cause  pain  in  these  organs  and  interfere  with  their 
normal  action.  Later,  the  symptoms  of  pelvic  j)eritonitis,  pelvic 
hematocele,  or  septicemia  may  be  added,  in  connection  with  the 
development  of  hematosalpinx,  and  rupture  of  the  uterus  or  tube, 
or  of  pyometra  an<l  pyosalpinx. 

Diagnosis  in  Case  of  Imperfokate  Hymen. — Physical  exam- 
ination reveals  an  absence  of  the  vaginal  entrance  and  the  presence 
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of  an  elastic  swelling  umler  the  pubic  arch,  which  sooner  or  later 
can  be  detected  over  the  pubei?.  Obscure  fluctuation  or  a  feeling 
of  elastic  continuity  is  then  recognized  if  one  hand  be  placed  over 
the  pubes  and  another  upon  the  swelling  below,  whefjjer  from  its 
vulval  aspect  or  by  rectal  indigitation.  The  finger  in  the  rectum 
recognizeii  an  elastic  globular  tumor  partially  or  completely  filling 
the  pelvis.     A  catheter  in  the  urethra  passes  in  front  of  the  mass. 
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KypertFophled  Vii|;lita1  Wallii  nbove  «n  Atresia  of  tbe  Vagtna. 

There  is  but  little  tenderness  of  the  parts  except  at  the  time  of 
the  menstrual  pains. 

Stenasis,  nr  incomplete  obstruction,  is  known  by  the  fact  that  an 
occasional  escape  of  the  menstrual  fluid  occurs.  A  careful  exam- 
ination, particularly  under  an  anesthetic,  will  usually  lead  to  the 
discovery  of  a  small  opening.  The  opening  is  sometime**  found 
just  under  the  urethra,  pointing  upwarrl.  and  is  most  easily  located 
by  means  nf  a  fine  bent  probe. 

Congenital  atresia  is  nearly  always  discovered  at  or  near  puberty, 
if  not  earlier.  The  acquired  forms  often  show  some  irregular  con- 
tractions or  cicatrices  due  to  past  inflammation.  Cicatrices  are 
nijide  more  noticable  by  hooking  a  finger  in  the  anus  and  putting 
the  perineum  on  the  stretch. 
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Occlusi<»n  of  the  lower  end  of  the  vagina  gives  rise  to  the  supra- 
pubic tumor,  hut  is  not  uceompunied  by  tlie  elastic  vulval  swelling. 
The  finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  sound  lu  the  bladder  enahle  us 
to  feel  just  how  far  down   toward   the  vulva  the  retention  tumor 
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Double  DlvruaaDi]  Double  VBgin*.  with  Retention  of  MenMrual  Fluid  on  the  Len  Side. 

reaches.  When  the  whole  vagina  is  occluded  the  bimanual  rectal 
exurainatiofi  discovers  the  enlarsrement  to  lie  uterine  and  the  vaginH 
to  be  collapsed  or  in  the  form  of  a  fibrous  cord.  When  the  occlu- 
sion is  in  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  its  upper  end  is  discovered 
by  the  same  bimanual  examination,  and  the  lower  end  by  the  finger. 
or  sound  in  the  vagina  inlroduced  wliite  the  finger  is  still  in  the 
rectum. 

Ou  account  of  the  uterine  enlargement  it  m  difficult  to  recognize 
the  dilate<l  tulies,  although  an  anesthetic  will  sometimes  enable  us 
to  do  so. 

Occlu.sion  of  one  side  of  a  double  vagina  is  not  accompanied  bj* 
amenorrhea.  The  other  symptoms,  as  well  as  the  signs  obt;iined 
by  rectal  and  abdominal  examination,  are  much  the  same  as  in 
cases  of  single  vagina.  The  finger  in  the  vagina,  however,  dis- 
covers a  rounded  tumor  projecting  into  it  from  one  .side  and  flat- 
tening the  cervix,  so  a-s  to  render  the  os  somewluU  cresceutic  in 
shape,  with  the  concavity  toward  the*  aftectetl  .side.  If  the 
tumor  be  aspirated  from  the  vagina,  a  tarry  fluid  will  be  with- 
dniwn,  proving  its  nature.  When  there  has  been  a  perforation  in 
the  cervical  region,  pyokolpos  and  pyometra  will  u.^ually  have 
resulted.  The  lumor  is  less  firm,  and  pressure  upon  it  generally 
causes  pus  to  flow  into  and  out  of  tlie  vagina.  There  will  be  .septic 
tfytnptoms,  with  occasional  discharges  of  pus  per  vaginam,  giving 
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temporary  relief.  If  rupture  of  tlie  septum  does  not  occur,  the 
mass  mtiy  finally  project  through  the  vulva  and  give  the  ap|>ear- 
ance  of  a  prolapse  of  the  vaginti  or  a  cyst  of  the  vaginal  wall. 

Pkognosis. — Without  interference  the  prognosis  is,  as  a  rule, 
had.  Dilatation  of  the  uterus  and  Fallopian  tubes,  with  pelvic 
peritonitis  and  adhesions,  and  occasionally  rupture  of  the  Fal- 
lopian tubes,  pelvic  hematocele,  and  even  death,  follow.  Distor- 
tion of  the  organs  concerned,  with  permanent  destruction  of  their 
functions,  is  the  rule  when  interference  i.s  delayed.  Bunsting  exter- 
nally, exce]>ting  in  the  cases  of  tlouhle  vagina,  seldom  occurs,  and 
even  then  only  after  irremetliable  damage  is  done  to  the  organs  of 
procreation. 

Treatment. — -The  only  mtional  treatment  consists  in  evacuation 
of  the  tiuid,  and  this  sliouhl  be  done  sis  eiirly  as  possible  aficr  it.s 
discovery.  The  danger  connected  with  the  operation  is  threefold — 
viz.  (1)  danger  of  intraperitoneal  rupture  of  a  dilated  and  adliereiit 
Fallopian  tube,  as  the  vagina  contracts;  (2)  of  sepsis  due  to  infec- 
tion of  the  contents  tln'ough  the  opening  made;  and  (3)  of  injury 
of  the  bladder  and  rectum  during  the  operation. 

In  cases  of  occlusion  at  or  near  the  hymen,  in  which  the  accumu- 
lation is  ouly  recent,  the  second  danger — viz.  sepsis — is  the  only  oue 
to  be  feared.  When  ;Iie  accumulation  is  of  long  standing  and  forms 
a  large  suprn})ubic  tumor,  the  hrst  danger — viz.  rupture  of  a  Fal- 
k)i>ian  tube — is  to  be  guarded  against.  The  best  way  is  to  make  a 
small  opening  into  the  mass  and  allow  the  contents  to  flow  away 
gradually,  taking  from  one  to  two  or  three  hours;  then  to  enlarge 
the  opening  by  a  crucial  incision  and  w:ish  out  the  sac  with  a  great 
quantity  of  sterilized  .saline  solution  [h  of  1  per  cent.),  and  pack 
the  vagina  loosely  with  iodoform  gauze.  In  n<i  instance  should  a 
long  time  elapse  Ijetween  opening  and  cleaning  out.  for  fear  of 
serious  or  fatal  septicemia.  Aseptic  and  atilisej)tic  precautions  must 
be  observed  tliroughout. 

The  gauze  should  be  removed  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  cav- 
ity thoroughly  washed  out  with  a  mild  antiseptic  solution,  such  as  a 
1  per  cent,  carbolie-acid  solution,  twice  daily.  The  tendency  to  con- 
traction f)f  the  opening  may  be  combated  by  having  the  patient  wear 
glass  plug  part  of  the  time. 

When  the  atresia  is  higher  up  in  the  vagina,  all  three  of  the 
dangers  above  mentioned  are  to  be  guarded  against.  It  is  uecessary  to 
di&sect  with  the  scalpel  and  linger,  using  the  latter  as  much  as  possi- 
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ble,  between  the  bladtlcr  and  rectum,  toward  tlie  tnuior.  A  finger 
should  be  kept  in  the  rectum  as  raucli  of  the  time  as  possible  for  a 
guide,  and  the  bladder  held  out  of  the  way  by  a  catheter  or  sound. 
As  soon  as  the  tumor  is  felt  through  the  new  ojwning,  a  trocar  should 
be  pushed  into  it,  and  the  contents  allowed  to  ooze  out  very  slowly, 
and  then  the  opening  enlarged  by  small  cuts  with  a  probe-pointed 
bistoury  and  moderate  stretching  with  the  finger. 

Puncture  through  the  rectum  or  bladder  may  be  resorted  to  when 
it  is  impossible  to  ofxTate  safely  by  way  of  the  vagina,  but  these  are 
makeshift  methods  attended  with  danger  from  sepsis,  and  should 
only  be  resorted  to  in  case  of  absolute  necessity.  They  are,  how- 
ever, preferable  to  a  let-alone  policy. 

Retention  in  one  side  of  a  double  vagina  should  l>e  treated  on 
the  same  principles  as  the  varieties  already  mentioufd.  The  evacu- 
ation should  be  provide<l  for  through  the  vaginal  septum.  Excision 
of  a  portion  or  all  of  the  septum  is  the  surest  way  of  effecting  a 
complete  cure.  v 

Vaginitis. 

The  vaginal  membrane  partakes  more  of  the  character  of  skin 
than  of  mucous  membrane.  On  account  of  its  ])rotected  situation 
the  horny  layer  is  not  well  developed,  except  in  some  cases  in  which 
the  membrane  protrudes  continuously  through  the  vulva.  At  the 
upper  end,  however,  it  partakes  a  little  more  of  the  character  of 
mucous  membrane,  in  that  it  here  contains  a  few  muciparous  glands. 
This  dermoid  character  enables  it,  in  its  normal  state,  to  resist  infec- 
tion by  the  various  pathogenic  bacteria  that  enter  it. 

Etjolooy. — Any  influence,  however,  which  injures  the  vaginal 
epithelium,  such  as  the  long-continued  friction  of  foreign  bodies  or 
chemically  irritating  secretions  or  injectfi,  diminishes  or  annihilates 
thi«  resisting  power.  If  accompanied  by  a  lac-k  of  <lrainage  and 
consequent  accumulation  of  secretions,  the  miciobes  multiply,  infec- 
tion follows,  and  vaginitis  finally  results. 

Irritation,  instead  of  exciting  inflammation,  merely  leads  to  an 
increase  in  the  density  of  the  e|)ithelitim,  with  increased  resisting 
p>wer,  as  is  the  case  with  cutaneous  irritiition.  Even  a  local  loss 
of  epithelium  is  not  accompanied  by  an  extension  of  the  inflam- 
mation, provided  the  secretions  find  a  ready  outlet  or  are  kept 
washed  out. 

Disordered  states  of  the  general  system,  such  as  anemia,  chloro- 
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sis,  indigestion,  constipation,  and  conditions  wliich  tend  to  produce 
unhealthy  conditions  of  the  skin,  predispose  to  vaginitis.  Preg- 
nancy, abdominal  tumors,  and  any  condition  that  produces  pelvic 
congestion,  whetlier  venous  oi'  arterial,  may  also  he  considered  as 
predisposing  causes,  and  are  to  be  taken  into  account  in  the  treat- 
ment. Pregnancy  acts  both  by  producing  venous  congestion  and 
oedema  and  by  increasing  the  activity  of  the  secretions.  Secretions 
retained  by  a  tight  hymen  may  become  infected  and  overcome  the 
resistance  of  the  pavement  epithelium.  Pin-worms,  masturbation, 
and  other  causes  of  uncleanliness  may  liave  a  similar  eifect.  Patho- 
genic secretions  from  the  uterus,  urethra,  vulva,  or  introduced  from 
without  are  frequent  causes.  Gonorrheal  pus  is  undoubtedly  the 
most  common  cause  in  adults.  That  the  vagina  may  become  infected 
it  is  necessary  that  the  epithelium  have  suffered  injury  or  that 
stagnant  secretions  remain  in  contact  a  long  time.  Inflammatoty 
action  and  infection  may  also  be  spread  by  contiguity  of  surface 
from  the  cervix  or   vulva. 

The  exanthemata  are  held  accountable  for  a  small  share  of  the 
cases. 

Varieties. — Vaginitis  may  be  conveniently  considered  under 
the  following  heads :  Simple,  Gonorrheal,  Granular,  Adhesive, 
Emphysematous,  Vesicular,  and  Cystic. 
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Pathology. — Simple  and  Gonorrheal  Vaginitis  in  the  cunUe 
form  present  the  following  changes :  hyperemia,  with  redness, 
dryness,  and  swelling  of  the  papilla?;  serous  secretion^  rapidly 
becoming  purulent;  small-celled  infiltration  of  the  epithelial  struc- 
ture; and  some  shedding  of  epithelial  cells.  If  the  disease  last  for 
sorae  time,  the  deeper  layers  may  become  infiltrated,  with  loss  of 
epithelium  in  places.  In  the  beginning  the  changes  may  be  con- 
fined to  isolated  spots.     When  caused  by  chemical  irritants,  such  as 
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strong  solutions  of  iodine,  a  sort  of  veHication  may  occur,  witli 
exfoliation  of  large  layers  of  epithelial  tissue  looking  like  false 
membrane.  As  the  vaginal  epithelium  has  the  power  of  resisting 
the  invasion  of  the  gouococcus,  gonorrheal  vaginitis  is  the  result  of 
a  mixed  infection. 

In  the  severer  cases,  and  particularly  acute  attacks  engrafted 
npon  chronic  inflammation,  in  the  hyperemia  dependent  upon  preg- 
nancy, or  other  disturbing  influences,  the  papillae  undergo  the  same 
changes,  but  to  a  greater  degree.  The  epitlielium  is  exfoliated,  and 
the  enlarged  pa}>ill£e  resemble  a  mass  of  granulations,  giving  rise  to 
the  name  Granular  Vaginitis. 
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In  children  and  in  old  people,  in  whom  the  papillae  are  smaller 
and  the  epithelial  layer  thinner,  the  inflammation  is  usually  found 
more  in  patches,  the  .secretion  scanty,  the  surface  smoother,  and 
often  ecchymotic  in  spots.  The  epithelium  is  shed  in  places  and 
the  surfaces  may  be  glued  together.  We  then  have  Adhadve 
Vaginilig. 
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Emphysematous  Vaginitis  is  an  inflamniation  of  the  vagiiiu 
attended  with  developiutut  of  gas  in  small  spaces  and  cunals  of  the 
connective  tissue  and  lymi>hatics  at  the  upper  end  of  the  vagiiia, 
and  usually  in  pregnant  women.  They  project  like  little  bladders 
on  a  raised  hypereniic  base,  and  collapse  when  punctured.  Desqua- 
mation or  ulceration  may  result. 
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EmphrMmntooii  VagtoltU. 

In  Vesicular  Vaginitis  round  vesicles  form  over  the  inflamed 
areas,  and  after  bursting  leave  Rliarply-defined  raw  surfaces  about 
the  size  of  a  split  pea. 

Follicular  Vaginitis,  consisting  in  enlarged  inflamed  follicles 
about  the  vaginal  for n ices,  where  the  membranes  may  be  supposed 
to  possess  more  the  character  of  a  mucous  membrane  than  lower 
down,  is  said  to  occur  occa-sionally  during  pregnancy  and  in  middle 
and  advanced  age.  Whether  the  little  nodules  observed  are  really 
enlarged  follicles  or  not  is  still  a  matter  of  controversy. 

The  older  authoi's  describe  vaginitis  as  an  inflammation  of  a 
mucous  niembrane,  but  the  tendency  now  is  to  look  upon  it  as 
more  of  the  nature  of  a  dermatitis,  and  thus  some  confusion  as 
to  nomenclature  still  exists. 

Symptoms. — In  acute  vaginitis  the  patient  complains  of  a  burn- 
ing pain  in  the  vagina,  usually  a  frequent  desire  to  urinate,  with 
dysuria,  and  more  or  less  itching  and  burning  pain  about  the 
vaginal  entrance.  There  is  also  a  feeling  of  heaviness  about  the 
pelvis,  backache,  and  a  very  slight  rise  of  temperature.  A  general 
feeling  of  malaise,  a  loss  of  appetite,  and  perhaps  nausea,  are  some- 
times noticed ;  sometimes  irritability  and  indications  of  hysteria, 
:ind  sometimes  no  general  .symptoms  whatever. 

In  the  beginning  there  is  a  dryness  of  the  parts,  followed  in  u 
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few  hours  by  a  sero-purulent  discharge  which  tends  to  produce  irri- 
tation externally. 

In  chronic  cases  the  symptoms  are  similar,  allhougli  less  pro- 
nounced, and  may  be  absent  ahogether. 

Diagnosis. — Ufton  insfiection  the  vagina  is  found  to  be  swollen 
and  deeply  reddened,  either  tlirotighout  or  in  spots,  and  presents 
the  characteristics  described  in  the  paragraph  upon  the  j>athology. 
The  discharge  is  white,  pale  green,  or  yellowish,  and  abundant,  and 
may  be  thick  and  slimy  in  character  from  admixture  with  cervical 
mucus. 

Prognosis. — When  promptly  treated,  the  prognosis  is  decidedly 
favorable.  When  neglected,  the  consequences,  particularly  in  tiie 
septic  forms,  are  often  serious.  It  may  become  chronic,  result  in 
ulceration,  adhesion,  cicatricial  contraction,  or  spread  to  the  uterus, 
Fallopian  tubes,  ovaries,  and  peritoneum. 

Treatment. — ^The  indications  in  the  treatment  of  acute  vaginitis 
are  to  avoid  and  to  relieve  irritation,  and  to  secure  cleanliness. 
The  patient  should  be  kept  quiet  (not  necessarily  in  bed),  somewhat 
restricted  as  to  diet,  and  the  stools  kept  soluble.  Walking,  sexual 
intercourse,  and  scratching  the  parts  must  be  interdicted. 

The  great  source  of  irritation  is  found  in  the  infective  matter 
and  the  character  of  the  discharges.  These  must  be  removed  as 
well  as  possible  from  contact  with  the  vHginal  membrane.  Constant 
irrigation  of  the  vagina  would  accomplish  this,  and,  but  for  the 
trouble  and  irritation  attending  its  use,  would  be  recommended 
with  the  expectation  of  curing  the  ciise  (if  treated  in  the  begin- 
ning) in  from  two  to  six  days.  A  copious  vaginal  douche,,  con- 
tinued for  fifteen  minutes,  of  a  hot  (i  of  1  per  cent.)  saline  solution 
or  saturated  solution  of  Iwracic  acid,  used  in  the  recunil)ent  position 
every  two  honrs  by  day  and  every  four  hours  by  night,  answers 
equally  well,  except  that  it  may  Uike  longer  to  accomplish  the 
deeired  result.  It  should  be  kept  up  in  this  way  for  a  week,  and 
Ofted  four  times  a  day  and  once  at  night  for  another  week  or  until 
a  cure  is  obtained.  If  the  disease  have  lusted  several  days,  as 
18  often  the  case,  l)efore  the  treatment  is  commenced,  a  mild  anti- 
septic or  astringent  douche  may  be  required  during  the  second  and 
third  week,  such  as  1  :  3(KK)  solution  of  mercuric  bichloride,  a  i  of 
of  1  per  cent,  solution  of  acetate  of  lead,  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  car- 
bolic acid.  If  the  disease  shows  a  tendency  to  become  chronic,  the 
Mrength  of  the  solution  may  be  doubled.     In  no  instance  should 
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astringent  vaginal  injection  be  used  during  the  first  few  days  of 


an 


acute  vaginitis. 


In  ciises  in  which  so  much  douching  is  not  well  tolerated  or  is 
not  available,  the  disease  can  be  rapidly  cured  by  the  dry  pack, 
used  as  follows :  The  vagina  is  first  thoroughly  douched  out  with 
the  saline  solution.  Tlien  the  patient  is  put  on  the  left  side,  a 
Sims  speculum  is  introduced,  and  the  cervix  and  vagina  thoroughly 
swabbed  out  with  a  1  :  2000  solution  of  mercuric  bichloride  and 
thoroughly  dried  with  absorbent  cotton.  If  the  vagina  l>e  exces- 
sively tender,  the  bichloride  solution  need  not  be  used,  for  it  is 
necessary  to  avoid  irritation.  After  dryiug  out  tlie  parts  the 
vagina  should  be  loosely  packed  with  sterilized  plain  or  borated 
absorbent  cotton,  packing  first  the  fornices  and  then  the  lower 
parts  of  the  canal  as  the  speculum  is  withdrawn,  A  dry  absorbent 
dressiug  should  be  worn  over  the  vulva  and  changed  by  the  patient 
every  two  hours.  The  douching,  tlisinfection,  and  packing  should 
be  repeated  morning,  noon,  and  night  for  the  first  two  or  three 
days,  and  after  that  twice  a  day  for  a  week.  As  a  precaution 
against  return,  a  1  per  cent,  carbolic-acid  douche,  or,  if  not 
well  borne,  the  saline  or  horacic-acid  solution,  should  be  used  every 
eight  hours  for  a  week  or  two  longer.  Attention  should  be  given 
to  septic  urethral  or  cervical  discharges,  or  the  vagina  may  con- 
stantly become  reinfected. 

Rectal  suppositories  or  medication  should  be  carefully  avoided, 
as  tiiere  is  danger  of  infecting  the  lx)wel.  In  case  such  infection 
occurs,  the  rectum  should  be  thoroughly  wiished  out  every  three 
or  four  hours  with  the  saline  solution  by  means  of  a  return  tube. 
Forcible  dilatation  of  the  sphincter  ani  adds  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  treatment.  The  bowels  should  be  moved  once  or  twice 
daily  by  saliues. 

Morphia  with  atropia,  or  chloral  may  be  required  in  nervous 
patients  to  secure  quiet  and  sleep  at  night. 

In  chranic  cases  attention  should  be  given  to  general  conditions 
that  might  favor  the  local  irritation,  to  external  sources  of  irrita- 
tion, and  e.specially  to  conditions  that  favor  pelvic  congestion, 
whether  they  lie  within  the  body  or  in  the  habits  and  external 
surroundings. 

Large  antiseptic  douches,  such  as  1  :  2(XK)  bichloride  of  mercury, 
should  be  used  two  or  three  times  daily.  Every  four  to  six  days 
the  vaginal  fornices  may  be  swabbed  out  with  a  2  per  cent,  solution 
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of  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  tincture  of  iron,  and  a  loose  vaginal  tam- 
jK»n  covered  with  vaseline  left  for  twenty-four  hours.  Treatment 
by  dry  jwwders,  such  as  equal  parts  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth  and 
prepared  clialk,  or  of  Umnin  uiid  iodoform,  kept  iu  place  by  a  cotton 
tampon,  is  u.sed  by  some  gytieeolo^^ists.  The  jKiwder  should  be 
renewed  every  day,  having  the  tumpou  removed  antl  the  old  pow- 
der thoroughly  douched  out  just  before  the  treatment. 

In  the  senile  and  vesicuUir  forms  mild  antiseptic  douches  are 
indicated,  supplemented  by  strips  of  lint  soaked  in  a  5  per  cent, 
carbolized  oil  or  smeared  with  5  per  cent.  carbolizeU  oxide-of-zinc 
ointment,  or,  in  sensitive  casea,  of  cold  cream  or  almond  oil  kept  in 
tiie  vagina. 

In  giving  douches  for  vaginitis  it  should  be  remembered  that 
there  are  many  folds  and  irregularities  that  hide  anjd  retain  the 
secretions ;  hence  it  is  well  to  have  the  patient  lie  on  the  back 
with  the  hips  elevated  on  the  bed-pan,  so  that  the  vagina  will  be 
well  filled.  The  bag  of  the  fountain  syringe  should  be  consider- 
ably higher  than  the  patient  and  the  nozzle  introduced  well  up 
toward  tlie  fornices.  Tampons  are  best  placed  with  the  patient  in 
the  knee-chest  position. 

Cystic  vaginitis  is  best  treated  by  puncture  of  the  small  cysts 
about  the  cervi.x,  and  the  application,  after  their  evacuation,  of  the 
tincture  of  iodine.  A  vaginal  douche  of  a  1 :  2(KK)  solution  of 
mercuric  bicliloride  should  be  used  twice  daily. 

In  hospital  practice,  where  there  is  always  some  one  in  attend- 
ance to  give  the  douche,  a  bulb  is  preferable  to  a  fountain  syringe 
because  the  water  can  be  pumped  into  the  vagina  with  more  force, 
and  thus  dislodges  tlie  secretions  better. 

Neoplasms  of  the  Vagina. 

Vaginal  Cysts. — Vaginal  cysts,  excluding  cystic  vaginitis,  are 
I  of  fluid  contained  in  or  just  l>eneath  the  vaginal  wall,  varying 
from  the  size  of  a  marble  to  an  egg,  although  if  not  interfered  with 
they  may  attain  a  much  larger  size.  The  fluid  is  usually  thin  and 
transparent,  but  occasionally  slightly  viscid  and  turbid,  The  cyst- 
wall  is  intimately  connected  with  the  surrounding  tissues  and  usually 
lined  with  cylindrical  epithelium.  Pavement  epithelium  has  l>cen 
found  in  a  few  cases.  The  cysts  may  be  situated  in  any  part  of 
the  vagina  and  occasionally  a.ssume  a  polypoid  character. 

Recent    investigators  attriliiite    them   to   an   cuibryonal    origin. 
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Accumulations  of  fluid  in  tlie  partly-obliterated  canals  of  Gaert- 
ner  or  ducts  of  Miiller,  particularly  the  former,  are  supposed  to 
produce  them. 

They  give  rise  to  but  few  symptoms  until  they  have  attained 
sufficient  size  to  press  upon  the  vaginal  entrance  aud  cause  a  sense 

Fig.  130. 
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Cyit  of  the  Posterior  Vaginal  Wall. 

of  discomfort  and  pressure,  and  perhaps  some  leucorrhea.  They 
may  then  assume  the  appearance  of  a  prolajwe  of  the  vaginal  wall. 
Where  a  prolapse  is  in  process  of  formation,  a  vaginal  cyst  may  go 
far  toward  determining  the  rei^iilt. 

The  DiA(J.NOSia  is  easy.  When  on  the  lateral  vaginal  walls, 
they  dre  felt  as  hard  elastic  bodies  that  yield  a  thin  transparent 
fluid  upon  aspiration.  When  situated  upon  the  anterior  wall,  they 
may  be  recognized  by  putting  a  sound  in  the  bladder  and  a  finger 
in  the  vagina;  or  when  on  the  posterior  vaginal  wall,  by  the  fore 
finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  thumb  in  the  vagina. 

The  TREATMENT  cousists  iu  excisiug  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
cyst-wall.  When  situated  low  down,  they  can  easily  be  dissected 
out  of  their  brd  and  the  wound  sewed  up  with  buried  catgut  sutures. 
When  situated  higher  up  and  complete  excision  is  impossible,  a 
portion  of  the  cyst-wall  should  be  excised,  the  remains  painted 
with  tincture  of  iodine,  and  packed  with  iodoform  gauze. 

Fibroid  Tumors  of  (he  Vayina. — Fibrous  and  myomatous  tumors 
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seldom  grow  from  the  vaginal  walls.  True  Kbro-iiiyonnis,  however, 
are  not  infrequenlly  met  with.  They  may  be  situated  in  the  vagi- 
nal walls  the  same  as  vagina!  cysts  and  of  the  same  size,  or  they 
raay  become  pediculated.  They  present  the  same  symptoms  and 
feel  much  the  same  as  the  cysts,  except  that  they  are  not  as  elastic, 
and  they  do  not  yield  fluid  to  the  aspirating  needle.  As  they  grow 
larger  the  surface  raay  ulcerate,  or  as  a  polypoitl  fibroid  is  t^xtruded 
from  the  vulva  the  capsule  may  undergo  necrosis.  Sometime*i  they 
are  quite  cedematous  and  soft. 

The  polypoid  growths  may  be  simply  cut  off  and  the  pedicle 
ligatured  if  necessary.  The  intramural  tumors  should  be  enu- 
cleated and  the  bed  sewed  up,  as  after  excision  of  a  vaginal  cyst. 

Papillary  Excrescences. 

Small  papillary  growths  of  non-malignant  character  are  some- 
times found  on  the  inflamed  vaginal  mucous  membrane.  They 
consist  of  a  proliferation  of  connective  tissue  and  epithelium.  They 
are  insensitive,  but  give  rise  to  an  irritating  and  somewhat  offensive 
discharge.     Sometimes  they  bleed  quite  profusely. 

They  should  be  obliterated  by  a  strong  astringent  or  caustic  appli- 
cation and  the  vaginitis  treated  by  the  ordinary  remedies. 


INFLAMMATORY  DISEASES  OF  THE  UTERUS. 


Anatomy. — It  is  essential  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
various  forms  of  endometritis  that  a  abort  description  of  the  anat- 
omy of  the  endometrium  be  given.  The  internal  os  fairly  well 
divides  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus  into  two  very  different 
and  dissimilar  portions.  The  corporeal  endometrium  begins  here, 
lines  the  whole  inside  of  the  body  of  the  organ,  and  extends,  mod- 
ified, into  the  openings  of  the  Fallopian  tnbes.  Its  characteristic 
features  are  these :  it  is  firmly  attached  to  the  nniscular  tissue  by 
a  stroma  of  connective  tissue.  From  this  latter  radiates  a  fibrillar 
tissue  in  no  certain  arrangement,  which  is  found  in  lymphoid  struc- 

Fio,  131. 
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Fibre  of  the  Eadomeirlum,  showlag  diflerent  grndtts  of  connucular  derelopaent. 


tures  only.  Attached  to  these  delicate  bauds  and  between  them  are 
innumerable  lymphoid  cells  of  various  sizes.  This  arrangement 
persists  throughout  the  membrane  up  to  the  epithelial  covering. 
This  covering  is  of  cylindrical  cells,  ciliated,  but  one  laver  in  thick- 
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nesB,  and  lines  the  utricular  ghinds.  These  latter  are  merely  deep 
depressions,  with  perliaps  branches  dipping  down  into  the  lymphoid 
tissue.  (See  Fig.  85.)  There  are  also  lymph-spaces  in  the  mucosa. 
They  extend  from  the  mucosa  to  the  spaces  l>etvveen  the  hundles  of 
muscular  fibres.  The  lymph-vessels  are  most  abundant  in  the  ex- 
ternal muscular  layer,  are  connected  with  the  lymph-vessels  of  the 
mucosa  and  serosa,  and  run  into  large  canals  at  the  side  of  the  uterus. 
The  serosa  has  lymph-vessels  only,  arranged  in  a  network,  and,  while 
less  numerous  than  those  in  the  subserous  tissue,  they  are  much 
larger.  Thus  the  lymph  passes  from  tlie  mucous  membrane  lymph- 
spaces  into  the  spaces  and  vessels  of  the  muscularis,  surrounds  all 
the  muscular  bundles  here,  up  to  the  serous  coat,  and  then  parses 
into  large  tubes  in  the  broad  rigamenis.  The  uterine  mucosa  is, 
then,  either  an  open  lymphatic  gland  or  a  lymphatic  surface  inter- 
sected by  blood-vessels,  the  lymphatics  being  not  mere  vessels,  but 
spaces  between  the  bundleij  of  connective  tissue. 


Fio.  132. 
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I.yxDr>harlc«  of  the  runit:  1,  Ijrmpbiitics  from  the  bod;  and  ftindiu  of  tlM  Qtinu:  J^OWTi  SiTtglM 
4.  K«llapl«n  hibc ;  5,  lyinphatk'»  from  the  corvU  :  ft.  lymphatic  TeiMla  ftOB  thc  Mrm  fOlDK  VJ  tlie 
ilia* gkuflla ;  T.  Irmphailr  TeMulafrum  th*  bodv  and  fundufi  Kolng  to  Ibe  nilBDargailglM;  9,  ■uanto- 
■OiltoC  Mn' leal  and  utiTlne  vaiseU:  9,  amnll  Ivm nhnilc  vvuol  In  lhc>  roand  Upicaent  Kolng  U>  the 
II^KtMU  flandi :  10.  II,  Ivnipbatio  VMieli  of  tliv  tulivk  whirb  empty  Into  the  Uts«  lympbatlc  ymtult 
(tan  Ibc  Dody  of  the  ut«:ra*;   U,  orarUn  ligameui. 


The  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix  is  dense,  hard,  free  from 
lymphoid  elements,  and  is  a  true  mucous  membrane.     It  rests  on  a 
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The  glands  are  numerous 


submucous  structure  of  connective  tissue 
ami  ol"  tiie  conipouud  racemose  type.  The  membrane  is  thrown 
into  iuterlacing  folds  {arbor  vita:),  and  is  covered  by  a  columnar 
epithelium,  in  places  ciliated,  but  on  its  vaginal  aspect  the  covering 
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Norraal  Mucouii  Mi'mbraiip  oTtbe  Cervix.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  Cen'lx  U  rerj'  firm  and  presents 
a  uumher  <if  brBiicfafng  folds  (arbor  vIub).  The  interglaudulnr  lii>Mie,  which  hii*.  in  the  h«»dy  of  ibc 
orRaii,  the  nnitire  of  granulation  (issue,  la  hereof  a  conuectlvc-tiumc  type,  the  fusiform  and  (tellaie 
Cflls  preduinliifiting.  Thi-re  Is  not  the  !<ame  clear  llniU  lieiwicn  membrane  anil  luusfuiar  Ci)«l ;  <Mie 
can  liillow  ibe  glnndM  deeply  inward,  among  the  connertlve  tlxnue  bands,  which  M'pHrHle  the  niUB- 
eular  bundles.  Couiicqufiilly  the  lJlu«^uu^  membmiie  In  section  baa  a  partly  reticulated,  partly  fasclc- 
ulittei)  n(>peoraiice.  The  cervifal  mcmlirane  possesses,  moreover,  ninny  vasdilHr  papllhe.  Cylindrical 
elllntcil  epithelium  invctls  the  glands  in  the  adult,  and  in  the  child  ex(end«  tu  the  external  o».  In 
the  adult,  eispecially  after  preauancy,  the  Hat  vaf?lnnl  epithelium  riM-s  higher  and  Ilea  more  or  lesa 
witblu  the  oorvlx.  Between  tne  superflcial  cylindrical  epithelium  and  the  Klands,  cup-abaped  and 
colloid  celU  are  here  and  there  present.  The  veimels  po-is  Into  (be  mucMUs  membrane  perpendlcalarly 
anil  have  very  thick  walls,  dividing  iiroi<re&sively  intn  a  capillary  plexus,  which  is  leas  developea 
than  in  the  liody.  Someliiuci*  the  capillaries  lie  very  huperficiully  under  the  epithelium,  reuniting  to 
ibrm  velua,  which  at  once  leave  the  mucuim  membrane.  The  glaoda  and  ovula  Nabothl  arc  cur^ 
rounded  by  the  vesaeli. 

is  of  squamous  epithelium.  The  lymphatics  of  the  cervix  are  not 
80  numerous  as  in  the  body,  and  do  not  enter  the  broad  ligaments, 
but,  joined  by  those  from  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  pass  back- 
ward to  the  iliac  glands  and  those  in  the  obturator  space. 

Physiolcxjy. — A  certain  force,  the  origin  of  which  is  not  known, 
operating  through  the  vaso-motor  nervous  system,  causes  periodically 
an  increased  flow  of  blood  to  the  uterus,  producing  thereby  a  wonder- 
ful series  of  changes.  These  consist  of  a  great  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  lymphoid  elements  in  the  mucosa,  exfoliation  of  the  epithe- 
lium covering  the  membrane  and  part  of  that  lining  the  follicles, 
and  rupture  of  the  capillaries.  Thus  is  produced  the  menstrual 
flow.  The  circulatory  pressure  subsides,  the  cajtillaries  heal,  a  new 
epithelial  covering  to  the  surface  and  glands  is  proiluced,  and  the  ex- 
cess of  lymphoid  cells  is  absorbed,  this  repair  and  waste  occurring  once 
in  the  month.  There  is  no  exfoliation  of  the  mucosa,  and  the  above 
changes  are  limited  to  the  corporeal  endometrium.    The  follicles  of 
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the  uterus  secrete  a  more  or  less  milky  fluid,  somewhat  viseid,  alka- 
line iu  reaction,  and  tree  from  pathogenic  germs.  Normally  this 
secretion  from  the  utricular  follicles  is  so  alight  as  not  to  be  notice- 
able. The  uterine  secretion  contains  germs  of  no  kind.  It  is  simi- 
lar in  this  respect  to  the  gastric  secretions.  The  glands  of  the 
cervix  secrete  in  abundance  a  tenacious  mucus.  Germs  are  con- 
stantly present  in  the  cervix.  The  cervix  is  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acting  as  a  sphincter  to  the  uterine  muscle,  and  its  mem- 
brane is  not  involved  in  the  menstrual  act.  Its  secretion  is  clear, 
like  white  of  egg,  very  tenacious,  and  abundant. 

Fio.  134. 
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ttye  Section  through  the  t'ppcr  Part  of  the  rcrvix.  nhowtnK  the  Entire  Mucous  Hembraiic.    The 

Oniml  r«vlly  l*  thi-  cervlcnl  caiiiil  •  ft.  ft.  Iiiii-rnal  Mirfiiof  of  miicoui>  membmne,  prMeiillriK  Biuall 
Mda,  RUiwrllrlKl  KlnndulNr  dv|)rf4>ii>n!i.  ami  Ursv  Inelalnnii  of  Ibu  arljor  viue  (it):  g,g,  dt-vp  gUiiila: 
a,  a,  utuIm  of  NatKith  ;  n?,  m,  muscular  tlauv  ot  the  ulcrlii?  wall. 

The  endometrium  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  placenta. 

Menstruation  is  merely  that,  periodically,  the  uterus  gets  into 
u  condition  more  propitious  for  conception  than  at  other  times.  The 
menstrual  blot)d  escapes,  as  it  docs  in  apes,  because  the  uterine 
mucosa  is  of  such  dense  character,  comjiared  to  that  of  other  ani- 
mals, that  its  lymph-streams  are  not  of  sufficient  size  to  airry  off 
all  the  product-s  of  the  monthly  engorgement. 

The  escape  of  an  ovule,  exfoliation  of  the  epithelium  from  the 
Hurfucc  of  the  endometrium,  engorgement  of  the  endometrium  with 
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blood,  and  multiplication  of  lymphoid  cells,  are  the  factors  which 
are,  invariably,  necesaary  on  the  part  of  the  woman,  that  conception 
may  take  place. 

The  lymphoid  cells  produce  the  decidual  cells,  and,  by  them, repro- 
duction of  the  mucosa  is  brought  about,  after  its  removal ;  lymphoid 
cells  also  form  the  new  epithelial  layer. 

In  the  endometrium  of  the  child  there  are  few  corpuscles,  abun- 
dant fibrillar  tissue,  and   the   follicles  are  mere  dimples.     In  the 

FiQ.  135. 


Menctnisting  Endometrium  of  a  Womau  aeed  20,  .showioE  Utriculnr  Follicles  denuded  of  Epittac* 
Hum,  with  oQv  still  contaiuliit;  an  Epiilielial  Oast. 


fully-developed  womau  the  corpuscles  crowd  the  tissue  and  are  of 
all  sizes.  The  whole  membrane  appears  to  be  made  of  them.  The 
gland.s  brauch,  dip  deep  into  the  lymphoid  tissue,  and  are  lined 
with  cylindrical  ciliated  epithelium.  In  old  women  there  is 
nothing  left  .save  fibrillar  tissue,  a  few  corpuscles,  and  wasted 
ut/icular  follicles.  Between  these  extremes  may  be  found  all 
gradations,  and  in  the  same  uterus  at  different  times  the  arrange- 
ment and  condition  of  vessels,  epithelium,  glands,  and  corpuscles 
so  vary  as  to  constitute  essentially  a  difiercut  organ,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  controlling  factors,  menstruation  and  gestation.  Inflam- 
matory processes,  then,  imposed  upon  these  widely  dissimilar  8tate$>, 
furnish  a  great  variety  of  pathological  appearances,  and  will  cul- 
minate in  some  one  of  a  great  variety  of  microscopic  changes.  There- 
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fore,  we  must  not  expect  every  iuflamed  uterine  mucosa  examined 
to  exhibit  characteristics  identicut  with  some  kuown  standard.     As 


Fig.  136. 
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Eodometrium  ^f  &  Woman  aged  80,  ihowlng  Exhaustion  of  ths  Whole  Stmetoro. 

the  conditions  under  which  inflammation  may  occur  are  many,  so 
must  be  the  pathological  changes. 

ENDOMETRITia. 

Inflammation  of  the  endometrium  should  be  considered  from  the 
standpoint  of  its  etiology,  and,  inasmuch  as  the  Treatment  is  hirgely 
governed  by  the  causation,  classification  according  to  the  latter  is 
eminently  proper.  Therefore  endoraetriti.s  may  be  described  as 
siinple,  septic,  or  specific.  Descriptions  of  endometritis  based  upon 
the  symptomatology  and  clas«!ed  by  authors  as  hemorrhagic,  hyper- 
plastic, etc.,  are  confusing,  and  are  merely  different  phases  of  the 
same  pathological  condition. 

Simple  Endometritis. — This  is  usually  symptomatic  and  never 
acute.  The  membrane  may  be  hypertrophied  or  atrophied.  In 
the  first  condition  the  follicles  are  many-branched  and  tortuou.s 
with  thickened  epithelium,  which  is  still  deposited  in  one  regular 
layer.  The  vessels  are  enlarged  and  increased  in  number;  the 
lymph-spaces  are  increased  in  size,  and  tlie  muscular  walls  thick- 
ened. The  epitbeiium  is  easily  brushed  off,  causing  bleeding ;  tlie 
spooee  about  the  follicles  are  fdled  with  lymphoid  cells,  and  the 
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whole  general  aspect  is  one  of 
increased  growth  and  excess  of 
nutrient  fluid.  Should  there  be 
an  increase  of  connective  tissue 
and  accompanying  glandular  hy- 
pertropliy,  the  condition  known  as 
"fungoid"  is  produced.  Here  the 
fungoid  elevations  are  cystic  and 
lined  by  cuboidal  epithelium. 
After  abortions  portions  of  de- 
cidua  may  remain  adherent;  this 
is  not  a  true  product  of  inflam- 
mation, but  rather  tlie  growth  of 
a  tissue  which  has  partly  retro- 
graded. Hypertrophic  simple  en- 
dometritis is  usually  found  asso- 
ciated with  those  lesions  which 
are  pre-eminently  characterized 
by  a  general  enlargement  of  the 
uterus,  as  in  retroposition,  fibroid, 
subinvolution,  etc. ;  or,  glandular 
hypertrophy  may  occur,  produc- 
ing mucus  polypi. 

These  polypi  hang  by  a  longer 
or  shorter  pedicle,  and  may  even 
project  from  the  cervix,  although 
attached  above  the  os  internum. 
When  they  touch  the  os  internum 
the  cervix  will  be  dilated  and  patu- 
lous, or  even  gaping  open. 

If  the  membrane  be  atrophied, 
the  follicles  with  their  epithelial 
linings  are  decreased  in  size,  the 
lymphoid  tissue  is  not  so  rich  in 
cells,  and  the  whole  membrane 
is  below  the  normal  in  thickness. 
There  is  an  abrupt  demarcation 
between  the  mucosa  and  the  mus- 


trvphic  Glandular 

cularis,  and  no  intermingling  of  these  structures.     There  may,  in 
very  chronic  eases,  be  so  great  an  increase  in  the  connective  tissue 
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as  to  destroy  every  vestige  of  gland-tLssues,  or,  eonstrieting  eer- 
tain  glands!,  cysts  may  be  formed.  This  form  of  interstitial  change 
is  rare  except  in  old  women,  but  is  very  similar  to  the  alterations  pro- 
duced by  zine-chloride  and  nitric-acid  applications.  Simple  ante- 
flexion and  nun-development  are  tlie  chief  causative  factors  in 
the  condition  of  atrojihic  endonR'triti-s,  The  blood  escaping  at 
the  menses  readily  coagulates,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  lymphoid 
elements;  the  epithelium,  instead  of  melting  oft'  gradually,  sepa- 
rates in  shreds  or  even  as  a  whole  cast.  No  micro-organisms  are 
found,  save,  occasionally,  secondary  tubercle  bacilli.     Altered  circu- 


GUinduUr  EudoroelrilU ;  Polypotd  Form. 

lation  by  position  or  flexure,  and  consequently  j>erverted  local 
nerve-function,  are  the  chief  elements  entering  into  the  causation 
of  these  two  very  common  conditions  of  the  endometrium.  They 
can  scarcely  be  considered  as  truly  inflammatory,  but  may  at  any 
time  l>ecome  actively  so. 

Tiiis  glandular  endometritis  when  forming  distinct  elevations  or 
fuugoisities  constitutes  the  condition  known  as  "  benign  adenoma." 
The  only  adenoma  from  the  uterine  muco.sa  is  adeno-carcinoma,  or, 
in  plain  words,  c^incer. 

In  all  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  endometrium  the  epithelial 
celk  are  deposited  in  but  one  regular  row  of  single  cells — never 
in   layers.      Beginning  cancer   may  readily   be  distinguished   by 
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three  things:  the  glands  are  not  only  increased  in  unmber,  but  are 
many  tiine;}  larger  than  the  normul  ;  the  epithelium  lies  in  layei-g ; 
and  the  epithelial  elements  invade  the  subjacent  tissues  later  on. 


Fig.  139. 


\ 


Pffyp 


r<f-    -~ 


v^'r 


i>10Use  PspUUry  Adeitoma  of  the  Body  of  the  Cterus  wllh  Pulypl. 


Therefore,  when  examining  curette  .scrapings,  unless  they  present 
hut  one  thickness  of  epithelium  arranged  about  the  glands  as  one 
regular  layer,  the  ease  must  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion. 

Symptoms. — When  the  membrane  is  hypertrophied,  in  addition 
to  the  symptoms  of  the  ciuisative  lesion,  we  have  certain  definite  ones 
due  to  the  hypertrophy  aloue.  The  menses  are  increased  in  amount, 
sometimes  paitit'itl ;  tlie  flow  dark,  clotted,  or  clear.  There  may  also 
be  internicuHtrual  bleedings.  Bimanual  examination  revea^/;  the 
gross  lesion  causing  the  condition.  The  sound  readily  produces 
bleeding,  and  frequently  develops  at  the  internal  os  a  point  of 
exquisite  sensitiveness.       The   depth   of  the   organ    is  increased. 
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The  cerviciU  flow  of  mucus  is  tenacious  and  usually  milky  in 
character,  owing  to  the  excessive  admixture  of  epithelium  ami 
lymphoid  cells.  There  is  no  erosion  of  the  cervix,  and  the  cer- 
vical membrane  is  not  often  coincidently  inflamed.  Menstruation 
is  followed  by  a  more  or  less  persistent  Jeucorrhea. 

When  the  hypertrophy  has  gone  on  to  the  production  of  fun- 
gosities,  increased  menses,  intermenstrual  bleedings,  and  a  profuse 
leucorrhea,  often  purulent,  are  the  characteristic  symptoms.  The 
same  is  true  when  portions  of  decidual  tissue  have  been  retained 
Hwd  grown  to  the  endometrium,  thus  forming  buds  and  excrescences. 

AVith  a  less  degree  of  hyj'ertrophy  the  chyle-like  fluid  (leucor- 
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l(if  a  OlamloUr  Uterine  I'c>ly|iuii:  (i. a,  Mipcrtlrlal  nodiilei  covered  with  cylindrical  epithelium: 
Doulb  iif  gUudi  upenlDi!  liKit  it  diiprt»iiioii  bcl wct-ii ;  j;,  dcepvr  porllons  or  thv  luiuitt  Kiauda;  v.  r, 
od-Tcaael. 

rhea)  is  non- irritating  and  devoi<l  of  germ-life.  It  is  composed  of 
increased  secretion,  fat-globules,  lymphoid  cells,  and  epithelium,  and 
has  no  odor. 

With  polypi  the  amount  of  hemorrhage  produced  is  often  so 
,,^eat  as  to  suggest  fibroid  ;  and  even  a  very  small  polypus  may 
give  rise  to  alarming  floodings.  The  uterus  always  treats  these 
growths  as  foreign  bodies,  the  cervix  remaining  patulous  and  soft. 
and  the  uterine  muscle  making  inefiectual  spasmodic,  attempts  at 
expulsion  of  the  growth,  especially  at  the  menses.      Besides  the 


212 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK   OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


inter  menstrual  bleedings,  there  may  lie  m  more  or  less  continuous 
discharge  of  dark,  coffee-colored  fluid  suggestive  of  malignant  dis- 
ease. There  can  be  no  question  that  these  ])olyj)oid  granules, 
although  in  the  beginning  perfectly  innocent,  will,  if  allowed  to 
remain  fur  years,  take  on  the  characteristics  <)f  malignancy,  in  that 
their  epithelial  elements  will  invade  the  surrounding  tissues. 
Always  there  is  more  or  less  of  a  purulent  leucorrhea,  due  to 
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glands  :  7i,  all  vesUjtrt!  of  KlAiid-tlssue  disappeared. 

colonies  of  cocci  becoming  established  upon  the  generally  abraded 
surface  of  the  polypi.  The  rest  of  the  endometrium  may  remain 
free  from  the  pathogenic  germs. 

Often  it  is  impossible,  without  intra-uterine  touch,  to  distinguish 
polypoid  endometritis  from  corporal  cancer.  The  character  of  the 
growth  determined  by  the  mieroscojie  will  enable  us  to  differentiate 
absolutely. 

Where  the  membrane  is  atrophied  the  dysmenorrhea  is  often 
excessive.  This  pain  jjrecedes  the  flow  by  a  few  hours,  is  located 
just  behind  the  symphysis,  and  is  intermittent,  alternating  with  the 
escape  of  clots.  The  flow  is  scanty  or  watery.  There  is  also  a 
slight  leucorrhea.     In  both  conditions  there  are  digestive  disturb- 
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ices  and  reflex  nervcms  phenomena  entirely  disproportionate  to 
the  changes  in  the  endometrium.  Backache  opposite  the  last  lum- 
bar vertehra,  "  beariiu^-down,^''  and  a  sense  of  weight  more  often 
accompany  the  hypertrophic  form.  Sterility  resuU.s  from  the  atro- 
phic variety  more  frequently,  and  is  directly  dependent  upon  the 
altered  stute  of  the  endometrium. 

Treatment. — In  no  form  of  uterine  disease  is  general  treatment 
of  80  much  benefit.  It  may  even  cure  certain  cases.  Thus,  a  change 
of  climate,  the  "  rest-cure,"  and  an  out-door  life,  may  determine  such 
alterations  in  the  general  nutritive  functions,  as  to  relieve  these 
patients  of  most  symptoms.  It  is  in  these  cases  of  chronic  simple 
endometritis  that  the  various  springs  and  watering-places  are  of 
benefit,  the  general  surroundings  and  change  in  mode  of  life  accom- 
plishing the  ira|)rovement,  by  acting  through  the  general  ahsorptive 
sj-stem.  Tlie  small  quantity  of  arsenic  atul  iron  Jn  the  waters  has 
but  little  effect.  The  dysmenorrhea  and  excessive  flow  are  lessened 
by  cannabis  indica,  gelsemium  and  hydrastis.  When  the  mucosa 
is  much  hypertrophied,  producing  fungosities  or  polypi,  with  hemor- 
rhages, the  proper  treatment  Is  always  to  remove  the  entire  endo- 
metrium, and,  if  possible,  correct  the  lesion  upon  which  the  endo- 
metritis depends.  This  should  be  done  surgically,  and  not  by  the  use 
of  powerfid  chemical  agents.  If  the  gynecic  surgeon  will  keep 
clearlv  l)efore  him  the  fact,  that  there  is  but  a  little  tissue  between  the 
endometrium  and  peritoneum,  rich  in  connecting  blood-vessels  and 
lymph-streams,  if  he  will  view  endometritis  from  the  peritoneal 
rather  than  the  vaginal  aspect,  he  can  make  no  error  in  choosing  the 
proper  method  of  treatment.  Although  the  inside  of  the  uterus,  in 
these  ciises,  is  free  from  micro-organisms,  yet  they  are  in  the  vagina. 
To  treat  patients  by  zinc  chloride,  carbolic  acid,  electricity  or  other 
escharotics,  is  to  produce  a  more  or  less  extensive  slough,  retmned  to 
become  j)Utrid,  and  is  to  create  a  surface  depriveil  of  that  protecting 
epithelial  covering  which  is  the  organ's  sole  defence  against  the 
inroads  of  pathogenic  germs:  and  they  do  this  in  an  unclean 
way,  with  no  provision  for  drainage.  The  hypertrophied  mem- 
brane should  be  removed  with  the  sharp  curette,  as  will  be  described. 
Possibly  incision  of  the  cervix,  or  even  amputation,  may  be  neces- 
sary to  get  good  drainage,  all  of  which  is  merely  preliminary  to 
the  dilatation,  curettage,  and  gauze  packing.  Atrophic  simple  endo- 
metritis, and  the  hypertrophic  variety  when  slight,  can  be  relieved 
by  removing  the  causative  lesion  and  treating  the  endometrium  by 


214 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK  OF   OYNECOLOQY. 


gauze  packing.  Drainage  with  stem  pessaries,  whether  perforated  or 
grooved,  is  a  delusion.  They  do  not  drain,  but  are  mischievous 
affairs,  hard  to  keep  open  and  clean  ;  and,  as  Wylie,  the  great  expo- 
nent of  drainage  by  stems,  remarks,  "  the  endometritis  is  apt  to  come 
back."  The  application  of  mild  antiseptics  and  astringents  to  the 
endonietriuni  tlnin  inflamed  is  a  j)erfectly  proper  procechire,  but 
care  must  be  exercised  that  with  the  application  pyogenic  cocci  are 
not  introduced.  If  the  change  in  the  endometrium  does  not  war- 
rant operative  procedure,  the  vagina  and  cervix  sliould  be  thor- 
oughly cleansed,  a  narrow  strip  of  iodoformized  gauze  introduced 
into  the  uterus,  and  the  vagina  packed  lightly  with  the  same  material. 
In  two  days  this  is  clianged  and  a  larger  piece  of  gauze  introduced, 
the  canal  being  then  more  patulous.  When  this  gradual  dilatation 
has  gone  so  far  as  to  ensure  good  drainage  through  an  open  canal, 
there  is  hypertrophy  of  the  uterus,  and  intra-uterine  astringents  are 
used  before  introducing  the  gauze ;  iodine  is  the  preferable  drug  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  not  only  astringent,  but  germicidal,  and  is, 
moreover,  not  deep  in  its  effects ;  its  action  is  limited  to  the  super- 
ficial structures  only,  and  therefore  produces  no  slough.  Tiie 
patient  is  not  kept  in  bed,  but  confined  to  her  room.  The  treat- 
ment is  not  painful  after  the  first  few  sittings,  and  the  endometritis 
is  relieved  in  two  weeks,  though  it  will  recur  if  the  causative  dis- 
ease be  not  removed.  The  treatment  should  be  begun  a  week  after 
menstruation.  Instead  of  iodine,  pure  ichthyol  as  an  application 
may  be  used  with  good  results. 

The  treatment  of  endometritis  by  chloride-of-zinc  pencils  is  still 
practised  by  a  number  of  [)hysicians  in  America  and  abroad.  This 
procedure  causes  the  exfoliatiou  of  the  endometrium.  It  does  this 
by  destroying  the  membrane,  Avhich  is  cast  off  by  suppuration,  and 
a  simple  hypertroj)hic  euilometritis  is  converted  into  a  septic  pro- 
cess by  its  use ;  at  the  same  time,  a  sejuic  metritis  is  set  up,  and 
salpingitis  and  jieritouitis  ofteti  follow  the  treatment.  The  pain  it 
produces  is  agonizing.  Nothing  could  he  more  unscientific.  Even 
though  curettage  were  a  dangerous  procedure,  and  the  curette  often 
thrust  through  the  uterus,  it  could  not  produce  the  tlestruotive  lesions 
which  zinc  does.  The  same  objections  attach  to  the  use  of  nitric  acid. 
Not  only  is  the  treatment  itself  most  painful,  and  prone  to  produce 
serious  lesions  of  the  adnexa,  but  it  also  leaves  the  uterus  in  a  crippled 
condition.  The  new  endometrium  produced  is  atrophic,  the  uterus 
the  seat  of  counective  tissue  changes,  and  menstruation  incomplete, 
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attended  by  great  pain  due  to  tension,  and  hysterical  manifestations. 
Even  Mund6,  the  chief  advocate  of  the  chloride-of-zinc  treatment, 
admits  its  dangers ;  it  is  certain  that  those  dangers  are  not  to  be 
avoided  by  any  effort  on  tlie  physician's  part,  but  are  inevitably 
inherent  in  the  method. 

Before  making  an  application  to  the  uterus,  the  entire  field  of 
operation  should  be  cleansed  by  a  solution  of  lysol,  1 4  per  cent.,  or  of 
creolin,  2  per  cent.,  scrubbing  the  vagina  and  cervix  carefully  with 
cotton  pledgets  held  l>y  f^jreeps.  An  applicator  is  then  wrapped 
with  cotton  and  the  cervical  canal  wiped  witli  either  of  these  two 
solutions  or  a  carbolic-acid  solution,  5  {>er  cent.,  care  being  taken  not 
to  invade  the  inside  of  the  uterus.  If  a  probe  is  to  be  used,  it 
should  be  heated  in  an  alcohol  flauie  to  sterilize  it.  The  direction 
of  the  cervical  canal  having  been  determined  by  the  probe,  a  very 
fine  fillet  of  iodoform  gauze,  20  per  cent,  is  laid  over  the  applica- 
tor, which  has  l)een  curved  to  the  shape  of  the  canal,  and  is  pushed 
up  to  the  fundus  of  the  uterus.  A  stout  silver  probe,  or  Simp.^on's 
sound  which  has  had  its  bulb  cut  off,  makes  the  best  applicator 
for  this  purpose.  The  uterus  should  always  be  gently  drawn  down 
and  steadied  by  means  of  a  tenaculum,  to  straighten  its  canal.  The 
ordinary  tenacula  prick  the  membrane,  cause  pain,  and  are  followed 
by  the  loss  of  a  drop  of  blood.  To  avoid  this,  a  very  coarse  double 
tenaculum,  made  like  tlie  American  bullet  forcej)s,  the  points  being 
so  dull  that  they  do  not  penetrate  the  mucous  membrane,  may  be 
used,  A  wad  of  iodoform  gauze,  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar  or 
larger,  is  then  carefully  adjusted  over  the  cervix,  and  another 
of  borated  cotton  is  placed  over  this,  to  retain  it  in  place.  Treated 
this  way,  no  odor  of  iodoform  is  noticeable  about  the  patient,  and 
the  field  of  ojieration  is  ke[)t  perfectly  aseptic  from  one  treatment 
to  the  other.  It  is  useless  to  do  this  if  the  patients  are  allowed  to 
have  intercourse  or  douches,  or  if  the  vagina  is  in  any  way  in- 
vaded. After  the  treatment  they  may  go  about  their  rooms,  and 
should  be  perfectly  comfortable.  It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the 
condition  which  causes  this  change  in  the  endometrium  must  be 
cured.  Polypi,  fungosities,  and  retained  decidual  tufti<  are  to  be 
removed  by  the  curette;  they  are  not  amcnablt;  to  palliative  treat- 
ment. Iodine  is  not  of  much  benefit  in  the  atrophic  form,  but 
ichthyol  is.  These  latter  cases  often  prove  intractable.  If  they  be 
subjected  to  the  gauze  packing  for  the  three  weeks  ])receding  the 
period,  and  the  last  dressing  removed  three  days  before  the  menses 
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come  on,  it  will  bo  found  that  the  flow  is  increased  in  quantity, 
is  more  nearly  normal  in  character,  and  the  pain  less  severe.  The 
same  treatment  may  be  repeated  the  next,  and  if  necessary  the  suc- 
ceeding months.  After  the  cervix  has  become  so  dilated  that  it 
will  receive  a  filament  of  gauze  half  the  size  of  a  lead  pencil,  one 
may  rest  content  with  the  result.  The  uterus  is  not  to  be  packed, 
but  the  gauze  is  gently  introduced  to  the  fundus.  The  cervix  has 
the  property  of  dilating  around  any  foreign  substance  in  its  canal, 
and  gauze  packing  of  this  size  is  muply  sufficient  to  ensure  good 
drainage.     The  results  of  the  treatment  are  very  satisfactory. 

Septic  Endometritis. 

Septic  endometritis  is  an  infectious  inflammation  of  the  endo- 
metrium, usually  caused  by  staphylococci,  occasionally  by  strep- 
tococci. It  may  occur  at  any  time  of  life  and  in  any  condition 
of  the  uterus,  but  it  is  most  frequently  seen  during  the  menstrual 
life  of  the  woman,  being  favored  by  that  function  and  pregnancy. 
It  may  be  chronic,  but  is  most  often  seen  as  an  acute  affection. 
The  pathology  and  symptoms  will  be  modified  by  the  condition 
of  the  uterus  at  the  time  of  tlie  attack.  Infection  of  the  post- 
partum uterus  belongs  more  properly  to  the  province  of  the 
obstetrician. 

Acute  Septic  Endomelritls. — Acute  septic  endometritis  is  caused, 
in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  by  infection  after  abortion ;  many. 
cases,  however,  are  caused  by  foul  manipulations  of  the  uterus,  and 
operations  upon  that  organ.  Inasmuch  as  pyogenic  germs  are 
constant  in  the  vagina,  auto-infection  is  possible  under  certain  con- 
ditions, but  it  must  be  exceedingly  rare.  Auy  factor  which  induces 
exfoliation  of  the  epithelium,  such  jis  menstruation,  abortion,  rough 
treatment,  sudden  congestion,  exposure  to  cold,  and  the  introduction 
of  infected  instruments  into  the  uterus,  puts  that  organ  into  a  con- 
dition propitious  to  the  development  of  infection. 

Patiiology. — In  the  acute  form  the  uterus  is  enlarged  antl 
engorged  with  blood.  The  mucosa  is  swollen,  of  a  deep  color,  and 
the  number  of  vessels  actually  increased.  In  spots  it  may  be 
necrotic  or  the  whole  membrane  may  slough.  Tlie  epithelium 
covering  the  membrane  and  lining  the  follicles  is  exfoliated  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  and  the  vassels,  present  on  the  surface, 
rupture,  giving  rise  to  capillary  bleedings.  Pus-cells  cover  the  sur- 
face and  fill  the  follicles ;  in  aggravated  cases  they  are  found  also  in 
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the  lympLatire  and  lymphoid  tissue.  The  muscularis  is  of  a  very 
deep  color,  softened  an<l  mucli  thickened,  even  in  a  few  hours.  Its 
lymphatics  are  gorged  with  cocci,  in  advanced  cases,  and  its  blood- 
vessels with  blood.  True  septic  metritis  is  present.  Staph ylococei 
are  everywhere  in  the  membrane,  sometimes  even  penetrating  the 
muscular  walls.  Rarely  are  streptococci  found  except  in  puerperal 
cases. 
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In  chronic  septic  cndometrilis  the  same  lesions  occur,  only  to  a 
lees  degree.  There  is  a  general  reproduction  of  epithelium,  and  the 
more  acute  symptom,  necrosis,  is  absent.  Pus  is  produced  in 
quantity  in  the  glands  and  on  the  surface  of  the  membrane.  The 
cocci  may  have  penetrat-ed  the  rau.scular  wall,  and  there  formed  a 
jms-focus  even  amounting  to  abscess.  In  doing  this  they  follow 
the  lymph-streams,  Compliwitions  are  most  likely  to  accompany 
these  conditions,  and  the  changes  due  to  pelvic  lymphangili.s, 
ovaritis,  salpingitis,  and  peritonitis  may  be  fouml. 

Those  cocci  which  are  found  present  and  arranged  in  groups  are 
staphylococci,  the  germs  always  found  in  septic  endometritis;  those 
iu  chains  are  streptococci,  which  <'!ius('  many  eases  of,  and  are  found 
in,  puerperal  infection. 

8y.mi*to.ms. — The  acute  stage  is  often  ushered  in  by  a  chill,  espe- 
cially after  abortion.  This  is  followed  by  severe  uterine  colic,  which 
»cjon  becomes  a  continuous  pain.     The  temptjrature  rises  to  a  varia- 


21S 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK   OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


ble  degree,  with  rapid  pulse.  In  a  few  hours  the  uterus  discharges 
a  greenish  pus  or  one  tinged  witli  blood.  The  uterine  pain  is 
Revere,  and  the  patient  keeps  the  bed.  Examination  reveals  the 
uterus  enlarged  aiid  very  sensitive.  The  parts  have  increased  heat. 
From  tiie  cervix  projeeta  a  rope  of  muco-pns,  possibly  bloody.  If 
the  disease  has  lasted  a  few   days,  the  cervix  is  eroded,  and  may 
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even  be  covered  by  a  true  diphtheritic  membrane,  the  result  of 
infection  by  streptococci.  Some  of  the  complicatiaiis  whiclj  follow 
this  condition  may  be  present  and  add  to  the  syn^ptoni?!.  The  acute 
symptoms  may  subside  in  a  few  days,  provided  the  very  common 
complications  of  peritonitis  and  salpingitis  do  not  overshadow  the 
symptoms  of  tlie  endometritis.  Thus  the  acute  form  may  gradually 
become  chronic,  with  few  symptoms  other  tlian  a  little  pain,  *'  bear- 
ing-down,'* and  a  purulent  leucorrhea.     It  is  not  always  easy  to  dis- 
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criminate  a  chronic  simple  endometritis  from  a  chronic  septic  one, 
but  in  the  latter  there  is  the  invariable  clinical  feature  of  purulent 
discharge  from  the  uterus,  which  is  not  present  in  the  former.  This 
pus  does  not  always  appear  in  the  cervical  mucus,  but  it  can  always 
be  obtained   with  the  suction  syringe,  aud  it  usually  follows  tlje 


IKFLAMAfATORY   DTSEASES   OF    THE    UTERUS. 


219 


withdrawal  of  tlie  sound.  The  symptoms  of  gonorrheal  cndo- 
raelrilis  are  very  similar  to  those  of  the  septic  variety.  la  some 
cases  tlie  microscope  alone  will  difterentiate  the  two  forms,  which 
are  frequently  blended.  No  investigations  have  yet  been  made, 
as  10  the  appearance  of  peptones  in  the  urine  in  acute  septic  endo- 
metritis, but  an  examination  would  prubably  di:^elose  their  presence. 
Whenever  pus  escapes  from  the  uterus,  it  is  an  absolute  indication 
that  pyogenic  cocci  are  in  that  organ,  and  clinically  the  case  i.s 
either  in  a  septic  or  a  specific  state. 

Treatment. — The  radical  treatment  is  the  best:  thorough  and 
complete  removal  of  the  septic  focus,  irrigation,  and  gauze  packing 
is  recommended,  as  these  uterine  inflammations  must  be  considered 
in  the  light  of  their  complications.  Prompt  interference  may  cut 
short  the  disease,  and  save  the  piitient  those  gross  changes  in  the 
tnbi^  ami  peritoneum  which  so  often  result  from  a  neglected  septic 
endometritis.  If  tiestructive  disease  of  the  adnexa  has  already 
taken  place,  the  curettage  is  none  the  less  indicated.  The  more 
acute  the  symptoms,  the  greater  the  indication  for  the  operation. 
^5ome  cases  of  chronic  septic  endometritis  without  complications 
may  be  cured  without  the  use  of  the  curette,  by  tlie  introduction 
of  drains  of  io<loformized  gauze,  but  this  method  must  be  pursued 
with  the  strictest  attention  to  asepsis.  The  presence  of  a  purulent 
uterine  discharge  positively  contraindicates  the  use  of  ap|)lieations 
and  stem  j)essaries,  unless  the  applic^itions  be  accompanied  by  the 
use  of  the  gauze  drain.  The  only  treatment,  then,  applicable  to 
acute  and  chronic  septic  endometritis,  when  conijilicated  by  disease 
of  ihe  adnexa  or  peritoneum,  is  curettage.  Whether  the  septic 
condition  follows  treatment,  operation,  or  abortion,  whether  it 
accompanies  cancer,  polypi,  fibroids,  or  other  neoplasms,  yet  must 
the  septic  uterus  be  cleaned  out  before  any  other  treatment  is 
instituted.  If  infection  follows  jtlastic  work  on  the  cervix,  the 
sutures  should  be  removed,  the  uterus  curetted  and  packed.  There 
are  so  many  injjwrtant  minor  details  in  the  after-treatment  of  sep- 
tic endometritis  that  they  require  .separate  attention. 

When  a  uterus  not  enlarged  is  curetted  for  uncomplicated  chronic 
inflammation,  the  gauze  need  not  be  removed  for  from  four  to  eight 
days,  and  but  one  renewal  is  neces.sary.  In  renewing  the  dress- 
ings, infection  is  ea-sier  than  at  their  first  ap|ilication,  for  the  rea- 
Hrm  that  the  uterus  is  now  divested  of  its  protecting  lining. 
Care  should    therefore  be   taken  not   to  reinfect   the  case.      The 
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second  dressing  may  remain  troin  four  to  seven  days  and  then  be 
removed.  All  interference  with  the  vagina,  in  tlie  shaj>e  of  douch- 
ing, coition,  and  examination,  should  be  prohibited  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  month,  and  the  patient  must  take  to  her  bed  on  the 
appearance  of  menstruation.  When  the  curetting  has  been  done 
on  an  enlargetl  uterus  acutely  infected,  as  after  abortion — say,  at 
the  third  month — the  dressing  should  first  be  changed  on  the  tliird 
day ;  sooner  if  the  temperature  rises  or  other  acute  symptoms 
appear.  iSuhsequent  dressings  are  made  whenever  the  one  be- 
comes saturatctl.  After  the  uterus  has  become  entirely  clean,  with 
non-purulent  discharges,  the  use  of  iodine  is  indicated,  to  overcome 
the  existing  subinvolution.  This  latter  condition  occa.sionalIy  pro- 
duces a  simple  hypertrophy  of  the  mucosa,  which  will,  at  the  sub- 
sequent one  or  two  periods,  give  rise  to  menorrhagia.  The  larger 
the  uterus  the  louser  the  treatment  must  be  continued.  After  the 
first  dressing  the  packing  is  locsely  placed.  The  treatment  is  not 
painful.  The  uterus  is  always  to  be  steadied  by  using  the  blunt 
bullet  forceps,  hooked  into  the  anterior  lip.  After  abortion  at  the 
third  month,  irrigation  is  also  employed  at  the  dressings.  The 
larger  the  cavity  the  more  elaborate  the  treatment.  In  other 
words,  these  infected  uteri  are  treated  exactly  as  other  discharging 
sejitic  cavities,  only  here  drainage  is  more  difficult  to  obtain. 

Gonorrheal  Endovieiritw. — Of  all  forms  of  virulent  endometri- 
tis, this  is  the  most  common. 

Pathology. — Acute  gonorrheal  endometritis  presents  the  same 
gross  lesions  as  the  septic  form.  Microscopically,  we  find  that  the 
gODOCOCci  penetrate  but  little  below  the  surface,  and  are  chiefly 
found  in  and  under  the  epithelium.  They  follow  the  lymph- 
streams  to  a  less  exteut  than  the  staphylococci.  Again,  there  is 
pus  produced  in  true  gonorrheal  endometritis,  but  sloughing  never 
follows  this  form  of  infection.  No  ca.se  has  yet  been  reported  of 
fatal  primary  gonurriieul  endometritis.  Systemic  infection  is  not 
as  severe  as  in  the  septic  form.  The  great  complication  is  salpin- 
gitis, by  direct  tissue  extension  from  the  uterus  to  the  tubes. 
Chronic  gonorrheal  endometritis  is  very  frequent,  residting  from 
a  subsidence  of  the  acute  form.  Here  the  gonococci  occupy  the 
follicles  and  lie  beneath  the  epithelium.  They  do  not  j>enetrate 
deeply  into  the  nuicosa,  and  do  not  extend  along  the  lymph-spaces. 
Therefore  they  do  not  cjiuse  peritonitis  and  systemic  infection  except 
by  extension  through  the  tubes.      Each  menstrual  period  sees  a 
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greater  or  less  increase  in  the  invasion,  and  recurrent  attacks  of 
tubal  disease  are  frequent. 

Symptoms. — Possibly  some  one  or  all  the  symptoms  of  gonor- 
rhoeal  vaginitis  or  vulvitis  are  present,  but  they  may  all  be  absent, 
and  the  first  and  sole  indication  of  infection  may  be  the  sudden  onset 
of  a  virulent  endometritis.  There  may  be  occasional  rigors,  fever. 
and  great  pain  in  the  uterus.  The  temperature  does  not  at  first 
range  high,  and  the  initiative  chill  is  not  prominent.  The  pain  in 
the  uterus  is  of  long  continuance,  with  exacerbations.  In  a  few 
hours  the  discharge  of  mueo-jnis  appeai-s,  oftentimes  tinged  with 
blood.  If  there  be  no  extension  of  the  infection,  tlie  .symptoms 
of  profuse  discharge,  slight  fever,  and  pain  gradually  subside  in 
ten  days  or  less,  leaving  behind  merely  the  symptoms  of  chronic 
purulent  endometritis. 

The  local  symptoms  are  indentical  with  those  of  septic  endome* 
tritis,  but  gonococci  are  found  in  the  discharges. 
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Although  these  appear  irregularly  grouped  in  the  pu.s-cells,  yet 
on  close  inspection  they  may  almost  always  be  seen  to  be  arranged 
in  pairs  (diplococci),  the  opposite  surfaces  of  each  pair  being 
flattened  like  two  Ds  (QD)  back  to  back.  They  may  be  in  groups 
only,  and  not  show  this  diplococcus  arrangement.  Their  manner 
of  staining  will  then  prove  their  character. 

Treatment. — If  seen  early  and  before  the  advent  of  any  com- 
plication, the  uterus  should  l)e  thoroughly  irrigated  with  a  satu- 
nXtuX  solution  of  boracic  acid,  or  a  bichloride-of-mercury  solution, 
1  :  6000;  after  which  a  drain  of  iodoform  gauze  should  be  intro- 
dooed,  and  the  vagina  filled  with   the  same  material.     In   twelve 


222 


AN  AMERICAN    TEXT-BOOK  OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


hours  botl)  dressings  may  be  removed,  the  uterus  again  irrigated, 
and  more  gauze  inserted.  It  is  easier  lo  subdue  gonorrheal  than 
septic  endometritis.  If  the  first  attempts  to  control  the  disease  fail 
we  may  be  sure  that  the  infection  is  a  mixed  one.  If  there  be  the 
complication  of  salpingitis  or  peritoniti.s,  the  operation  of  curettage 
is  necessary.  Tlie  uterus  is  not  the  natural  Ijabitat  of  the  gono- 
cocci,  as  the  endometrium  has  a  pronounced  resistant  power  againpt 
them ;  their  home  is  in  the  urethra  and  vulvo-vaginal  glands ; 
tliert'fore  they  invade  the  uterus  in  but  a  small  number  of  cases, 
otherwise  infected. 

Curettage. 

Curdtagc  of  the  Uierns. — Admitting  that  in  most  cases  patho- 
genic germs  exi.st  in  the  vagina  and  the  cervical  canal,  tlie  right 
does  not  lie  with  the  surgeon  to  suppose  the  endometrium  exempt 
in  any  given  case  of  intlammation.  Therefore  a  method  must  be 
adopted  which  presumes  they  are  present  in  all  cases.  The  instru- 
ments necessary  for  performing  a  curettage  are — a  speculum,  tlouble 
teiiaculunu  iutra-uterine  catheter,  blunt-pointed  bistoury,  uterine- 
packing  forceps,  heavy  applicator,  curettes,  uterine  dilator,  fountain 
or  bulb  syringe,  and  an  intra-uterine  packer.  The  operation  is  best 
done  with  the  patient  in  the  lithotomy  position,  and  with  Kelly's 
pad  jvlaced  under  the  hips.  The  litliotoniy  position  is  preferable 
to  Sims's,  as  irrigation  is  easier  and  at  any  stage  of  the  operation 
a  bimanual  examination  may  be  made.  The  solution  for  irriga- 
tion is  jireferably  a  saturated  sohition  of  buracic  acid,  but  bichloride 
of  mercury  1  :  4(.KX),  or  even  boiled  salt-sohition  (7  :  1(XX>)  except 
in  septic  and  specific  cases,  will  answer.  For  cleansing  the  vagina 
laundry  soap  and  a  10  per  cent.  cret)lin  solution,  or  a  1 J  per  cent. 
lysol  solution,  with  a  long-handled  brush  (sterilized),  will  suffice. 

By  pushing  the  brush  in  and  out,  turning  it,  scrubbing  here, 
then  tliere,  the  vagina  may  be  rendered  aseptic.  While  engaged 
in  using  the  brush,  irrigation  into  the  vagina  may  also  be  made. 
Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  u|)on  this  cleansing,  and  it  should 
Ije  as  thorough  as  possible,  going  over  and  over  the  field,  time  and 
again.  The  vaginal  canal  should  be  scrubbed  in  this  way  whenever 
an  operation  is  performed  upon  or  through  it.  In  septic  cases  espe- 
cially must  it  be  thorough.  The  instruments  to  be  used  must  be 
boiled  in  a  solution  of  washing  soda  (3  yter  cent)  for  fifteen  minutes. 
The  instrument   pan.-;  should  contain  a  5   per  cent,  carbolic  acid 
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iolutioii.  Gauze  luuy  be  pirpured  in  ;i  I'fvv  minutes  by  boiling, 
wringing  dry,  iind  iiiipregtiatiiig  with  as  much  iodoform  powder  as 
it  will  take  up.  It  is  not  easy  to  make,  however,  smd  many  fitrns 
furnish  a  fairlv  reliable  nualitv.  Always  before  usiiifj  comtnert'ial 
gauze,  it  should  be.-^oaked  in  bichloride-ot'-uiercury  solutlim  1  :  4(>U0. 
The  field  of  operation  should  be  covered  by  sterilized  towels  and 
the  operator  and  assistants  pi-epared  as  for  cuehotomy.  Instead  of 
sponges,  swabs  of  lyorated  cotton  wet  in  bicliloride-ijf-mercury  solu- 
tion, are  used.     Any  stiff'  dilator  will  answer  the  purpose,  but  those 
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with  screws  should  be  employed  carefully,  for  the  blades  are  apt  U\ 
tear  the  tissues,  as  the  screw  renders  it  impossible  to  relieve  the  pres- 
sure uuiil  too  late,  Goodell's  instrument  is  a  proper  one.  The 
vulva  having  l>een  shaved,  the  patient  cleansed  and  in  position,  the 
speculum  is  introchiced  and  held  by  the  assistant  on  the  patient's 
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right.  The  anterior  lip  of  the  cervix  is  seized  with  the  double 
tenaculum,  pulled  down  as  far  as  desired,  and  given  in  charge  of 
the  same  assistant,  whose  left  hand  rests  on  the  pubic  bones.  In 
this  way  the  uterus  is  held  immovable.  By  bimanual  palpation  the 
size  and  position  of  the  uterus  are  determined.  The  cervix  should 
be  cautiously  dilated  bilaterally,  the  grip  relaxed,  the  dilator  turned 
a  little,  and  dilatation  made  in  tlie  new  position  of  the  instrument ; 
iu  this  way,  by  alternately  dilating  around  tlie  entire  circum- 
ference of  the  cervix,  the  canal  will  be  readily  and  safely  dilated  to 
an  inch  or  more,  several  authorities  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  we  are  working  in  unde- 
veloped unstriped  muscular  fibre,  to  overcome  the  force  of  which. 


FiQ.  147. 


Instruinents  for  Curettcmcnt  of  IHcnu. 


too  sudden  pressure  must  not  be  used.  Dilatation  by  graduated 
sounds  is  not  advisable,  inasmuch  as  the  pressure  is  made  against 
the  hold  of  the  tenaculum,  and  either  insnfTicient  dilatation  is  made 
or  the  tenaculum  tears  the  tissues.     Under  any  circumstances  the 
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traumatism  induced  is  much  greater  tluin  when  the  steel  instrument 
is  used  as  described.  Besides,  the  dilatation  obtained  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  destroy  the  action  of  the  local  syui pathetics,  upon  which 
de[>end8  the  uterine  colic  and  the  expulsion  of  the  drcsft;ing,  as  ob- 

jrved  and  complained  of  by  those  who  use  the  graduated  sounds. 

ifter  dilatation  the  uterus  should  be  washed  out  by  means  of  the 
catheter,  or  the  small  nozzle  of  the  bulb  syringe,  followed  by  the  use 
of  the  curette.  As  large  an  instrument  as  can  be  introduced  should 
be  used.  Gently  introducing  the  curette,  it  is  witlidrawn,  its  cutting 
face  downward,  and  ijy  reintroductions  and  with<h"awals  the  whole 
organ  is  systematically  scraped.  Tlie  small  size  is  then  used,  if  the 
uterus  be  firm,  and  the  openings  of  the  tubes  and  lateral  angles 
scraped.  The  instrument  is  then  turned  so  as  to  curette  the  fundus 
by  a  sweep  from  side  to  side.  The  danger  from  curettage  lies  not 
in  the  proper  use  of  the  instrument,  but  in  introducing  it  roughly 
and  with  force.  The  instrument  should  be  held  as  is  a  pencil,  and 
used  with  a  delicate  touch.  Blunt  curettes  are  useless  for  tliis  work. 
If  a  surgeon  must  use  such  beciuise  of  the  supposed  danger  attiiching 
to  the  sharper  instrument,  it  is  questionable  whether  he  should  do 


Fin.  H8. 
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Sbup  Curette. 

tlie  operation  at  all.  Again,  and  this  is  important — the  dull  curette 
ecrapes  oft*  only  the  epithelial  antl  softer  external  jiortions  of  the 
roucosa.  Thus  its  use  may  be  harmful ;  for  if  a  septic  infection 
be  local,  and  the  epithelium  of  the  rest  of  the  organ  has  sufficient 
resistant  power  against  the  cocci,  the  procedure  but  removes  this 
sole  protection  against  a  general  infection  without  going  sufficiently 
deep  to  remove  the  cocci,  and  thus  creates  for  the  germs  a  new  field 
for  extension.     80  it  is  manifest  that  in  septic  cases,  at  least,  the 

Fio.  149. 


UteriDO  Applicator. 

fiincied  safety  of  the  dull  curette,  apart  from  its  inefficiency,  is  a 
delusion.  The  object  of  the  operation  is  to  remove  the  entire 
endometritmi,  so  that  the  cytogenic  embryonic  uterus  may  produce 
a  new  one  under  propitious  circumstance*.     Following  the  curet- 
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tage,  the  uterus  is  to  be  thoroughly  irrigated  again.     If  the  organ 
is  much  hypertrophied,  the  eutire  cavity  should  be  swabbed  out 


FiQ.  150. 


Bulb  Syringe. 


with  tincture  of  iodine  on  an  applicator,  or  the  application  made  by 
means  of  the  intra-uterine  syringe. 


Fia.  161. 


Brauu's  Intra-iilortiie  SyrlnEC. 


Uterine  Tamponade. — The   field  of  work   being  covere<l  by 
clean  sterilized  towels  and  the  liands  washed,  the  gauze  is  intro- 
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InstrumcnU  for  Applying  tbe  Intra-uterine  Umjvnn 

ducfd  in  one  long  .strip.  If  the  cervix  bo  thorongldy  well  0]>en, 
the  gauze  may  be  gotten  in  with  the  jiucking  fnn-eps.  It  is  usually, 
however,  impossible,  on  account  of  friction,  to  tampon  the  uterine 
cjivity  except  through  an  intra-nterine  speculum,  in  which  case  it 
is  first  necessary  to  dilate  the  cervix.  The  uterus  shuuld  l>e  packed 
as  tightly  as  po.'^sible,  aud  the  end  of  the  gauze  left  prnjecling  from 
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the  cervical  canal.  A  light  dressing  of  gauze  is  then  applied  to 
the  vagina.  The  patient  should  not  be  allowed  to  soil  the  dress- 
ings with    urine  if  it  can   be   avoided.     After  each  urination  or 


Fig.  163. 


Tunponing  the  Uterua  with  Iodoform  uauze  bjr  mesns  of  the  Intn-uterlne  Packer. 

movement  of  the  bowels,  bichloride-of-mereury  solution  1  :  4000 
must  be  poured  over  the  vulva  from  a  pitcher. 

When  repair  begins,  the  uterus  being  relieved  of  the  septic 
process,  the  new  leucocytes  and  plasnia-cells  are  not  forced  to  exer- 
cise their  phagocytic  property  by  battling  with  pathogenic  germs, 
but  the  plasma-cells  have  a  healthy  pabulum,  and  devote  their  entire 
energy  to  the  work  of  regeneration.  It  is  not  merely  non-sup- 
purating repair ;  it  is  histiological  growth. 

Curettage  in  Acute  Pelvic  Inflammations. 

The  question  of  the  propriety  of  curetting  the  uterus  in  the 
presence  of  acute  tubal  and  peritoneal  manifestations  may  be  dealt 
with  here.  If  the  article  on  the  anatomy  of  the  endometrium  be 
consulted,  and  one  reflects  that  pelvic  peritonitis  is  very  rare  in 
men,  he  will  be  forced  to  believe  that  the  pyogenic  germs  reach 
the  woman's  pelvis  through  the  uterus.  That  granted,  it  will 
become  apparent  at  once  that  the  sequence  of  pathologictd  changes 
must  be  either  endometritis,  salpingitis,  and  peritonitis ;  or  endo- 
metritis, metritis,  pelvic  lymphangitis,  and  peritonitis.  The  ques- 
tion then   is  proper :    Does  this   causative  endometritis  cease  the 
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moment  the  pelvic  complication  arises  ?  Surely  it  does  not.  The 
peritonitis  is  not  a  disease  per  se,  but  merely  an  effort  on  the  part 
of  nature  to  check  a  disease.  One  of  its  first  acts  is  to  shut  off  the 
tubal  inflummation  from  the  peritoneum,  by  closing  with  adhesions 
the  fimbriated  opening  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  thus  cutting  off  further 
extension  througli  that  channel.  But  no  such  fortunate  result  can 
be  expected  where,  as  is  occasionally  the  case,  the  extension  is  also 
through  the  lymphatics.  So  rapid  is  absorption  in  this  direction, 
in  some  few  cases,  that  the  general  jteritoneum  may  aj)peiir  normal, 
and  yet  evidences  of  the  infection  present  themselves  on  the  dia- 
phragmatic peritoneum,  as  the  first  point  above  the  pelvic  lesion. 
It  is  irrational,  then,  to  consider  these  septic  conditions  in  the  light 
of  their  results  only,  ignoring  the  original  source  of  the  trouble, 
which  still  remains  septic  and  continues  to  feed  the  fire.  So  long  as 
the  infectious  focus  remains,  just  so  long  will  the  peritoneum  throw^ 
out  lymph.  When  once  the  septic  focus  is  removed,  the  lymph- 
effusion  will  cease,  and  the  jiossibility  of  further  extension  from 
the  original  source  is  out  of  the  question.  Tlie  i)atient,  relieved 
from  the  ])tomaine-|>oisoning,  ceases  to  vomit,  the  emunctories  work 
properly,  and  the  digestive  functions  are  well  performed.  From 
a  state  of  acute  poisoning,  the  case  has,  by  this  removal  of  the 
causative  disease,  been  converted  into  one  having  only  the  results 
of  the  infection,  though  these  are  grave.  It  is  eminently  proper, 
therefore,  in  theory,  to  curette  the  uterus  before  dealing  with  the 
sequelae,  in  all  cases  of  acute  or  chronic  septic  endometritis  with 
salpingitis  or  peritonitis.  In  practice  this  theory  has  been  proven 
correct  and  the  result.s  positive.  Too  many  successful  operations 
in  cases  of  both  septic  antl  gonorrheal  origin,  have  been  reported 
by  Pryor  and  Krug,  to  admit  of  question  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  method.  Since  they  first  drew  attention  to  the  subject,  it  has 
been  adopted  by  many  surgeons  as  the  tii*st  operation,  indicated  in 
these  cases  of  acute  septic  endometritis  with  tubal  and  peritonitic 
inflammations,  before  the  complications  are  dealt  with.  If,  as  is 
at  times  the  case,  it  be  deemed  necessary  to  deal  first  with  the 
compliciitions,  the  diseased  endometrium  should  be  subsequently 
treated,  if  the  uterine  symptoims  persist. 

The  other  methods  of  treating  these  cases  are  by  the  "  expectant " 
plan  of  opiates  and  poultices,  or  immediate  coeliotomy — a  procedure 
extremely  irrational  in  view  of  what  we  now  know  of  the  pathog- 
eny of  pelvic  inflammations.     In  no  other  part  of  the  body  is  the 
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uiisurgical  rule  applied,  of  removing  the  result  ot"  septic  infection 
and  ignoring  the  cause.  Still  more  is  the  abdominal  section  con- 
tra-indicated, as  under  these  conditions  it  is  made  at  the  worst  pos- 
sible instant.  Tubal  abscess  must  ultimately  be  removed,  and  adhes- 
ions severed.  But  if  the  primary  cceliotomy  be  made,  it  is  in  a 
mass  of  effused  lymph,  and  distended  and  adherent  guts ;  it  leaves 
liehind  a  septic  uterus  to  generate  further  mischief. 

When  the  curettage  is  properly  j>erformed  the  improvement  in 
the  local  condition  is  marvellous.  Irrespective  of  its  effect  upon 
the  result  and  technique  of  a  future  co'iiotomy,  curettage  is  posi- 
tively indicated  in  every  case  of  acute  tubal  and  j)eritoueal  disease, 
■when  there  is  even  a  suspicion  that  the  infection  originated  in  the 
endometrium  ;  that  is,  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Some  of  the 
acute  symptoms,  as  fever,  arise  not  from  tlie  pus  focus  in  the 
tube  or  ovary,  for  such  is  more  or  less  isolated  from  the  general 
absorptive  system,  but  from  the  septic  endometrium  ]>ouring  into 
the  lymph-streams  an  endless  supply  of  septic  material.  It  is  not 
necessary,  for  the  control  of  these  acute  symptoms,  to  evacuate  the 
pelvic  abscess  per  vaginam  :  they  are  more  immediately  subdued 
by  a  curettage.  Furthermore,  if  by  any  possibility  there  is  no 
tubal  disease,  the  curettage  will  remove  every  trace  of  the  infection  ; 
in  these  tender  women,  positive  and  precise  statements  of  the  pelvic 
changes  are  often  difficult,  and  msis-ses  of  lymph-effusion  are  fre- 
quently interpreted  as  tubal  abscess.  The  method  is  no  longer  new 
and  experimental,  but  is  the  one  accepted  by  many  American 
gynecologists.  Brought  to  a  case  of  acute  salpingitis  and  perito- 
nitis, the  indications  are,  not  for  a  brilliant  removal  of  the  adnexa, 
but  rather  to  adopt  that  method  wliich  will  preserve  the  woman 
from  those  gross  changes  in  the  peritoneum  or  adnexa,  for  which 
«o  many  copliotomies  are  done,  and  to  save  her,  if  possible  from 
an  abdominal  section.  So  wonderful  is  the  ability  of  the  per- 
itoneum to  absorb  and  repair,  that  it  should  in  all  acute  cases 
be  given  an  opportunity.  In  the  light  of  its  causation,  of  its 
patholog)',  even  of  its  results,  acute  tubal  and  peritoneal  inflam- 
mations of  uterine  origin,  are  to  be  treated  by  curettage  and  gauze 
packing  alone  as  the  primary  operative  procedure.  One  of  three 
.methods  must  be  adopted  with  these  cases :  either  poultices  and  hot 
(louchee,  curetteraent  and  treatment  of  the  uterus  as  any  septic 
cavity,  or  a  primary  cceliotomy.  The  first  is  the  method  of  the 
midwife,  and  merely  allows  the  infection  to  work  its  will  in  the 
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pelviB.  The  second  is  surgical  in  every  sense  of  the  word ;  while 
to  adopt  the  third  in  every  case,  stamps  a  man  as  blind  to  reason 
and  to  the  work  of  other  men,  and  as  willing  to  open  a  fellow- 
being's  abdomen  rashly  and  unnecessarily. 

We  know  that  septic  endometritis  has  but  a  small  percentage  of 
mortality,  but  what  friglitful  ravages  it  makes  in  tlie  peritoneum 
and  adnexa!  We  know  that  many  men  apply  the  curette  improp- 
erly, and  that  possibly  women  are  oftentimes  worse  after  it  than 
they  wouhl  be  were  they  let  alone.  But  should  faulty  technique 
and  ignorance  deter  us  from  laying  down  the  proper  treatment? 
Therefore  the  rules — and  golden  ones  they  are  too — may  be  enun- 
ciated :  1,  treat  all  cases  of  endometritis  in  the  light  of  its  possible 
resuUs  ;  2,  treat  all  cases  of  septic  and  specilic  endometritis,  with 
complications,  in  the  light  of  their  causes.  If  a  sloughing  polypus 
causes  acute  peritonitis,  shall  it  not  be  first  removed  ?  If  a  slough- 
ing endometrium  causes  the  same  complication,  shall  not  the  uterus 
be  cleansed  ? 

Method  of  Reproduction  of  the  Endometrium. 

Repair  and  reproduction,  after  removal  of  the  endometrium,  is  ac- 
complished by  means  of  the  lymphoid  cells  and  multiplication  of  the 
epithelium  and  plasma  cells.    If  these  are  met  by  pathogenic  germs 
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Vertical  Section  Three  Montbi  kfter  Curettement ;  a,  a,  epitbcliura :  b,  b,  new-formed  gUnds ;  e,  connecU ve 
Ciwoe ;  d,  mu.<H:ular  tissue  of  the  uterine  walla :  r,  r,  blood-Teaeu. 


in  numbers,  their  whole  efiFort  is  concentrated  upon  the  conquest 
of  the  germs.  Consequently  the  leucocytes  die  in  large  numbers 
and  form  pus,  while  tlie  plasma-cells,  deprived  of  their  normal 
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pabulum  (leucocytes),  are  limited  in  the  differentiated  function  of 
gland-t'ormalion,  and  result  almost  soIl4j  iu  the  production  of  con- 
nective tissue. 

Hence  it  is  that  after  an  aseptic  curettage  the  endometrium  is 
reproduced  in  a  normal  condition  in  about  two  months.  Con- 
versely, after  the  membrane  lias  been  removed  by  means  which 
result  in  suppuration,  the  endometrium  is  reproduced  but  imper- 
fectly. 

Fig.  154  is  taken  from  a  uterus  three  months  after  curettage, 
and  it  will  be  noticed  that  in  almost  every  particular  it  is  a  normal 
structure.  It  resembles  the  endometrium  of  a  young  girl  soon 
after  the  menstrual  function  has  Ijecome  established. 
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Thii^  specimen  (Fig.  155)  was  removed  from  a  woman  to  whoso 
uterus  ehloride  of  zinc  had  been  applied  fifty-three  days  previously. 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  condition  here  is  one  of  atrophic  endo- 
metritis of  a  pronounced  degree,  with  marked  interstitial  hyper- 
trophy^-exactly  similar  to  chronic  interstitial  endometritis.  The 
gland-follicles  are  caught  in  the  new  connective  tissue  and  form 
cysts,  while  the  surface  of  the  metn!)rane  is  covered  by  epithelium  ; 
the  glands  are  scarcely  to  be  found. 

These  plates  prove  very  conclusively,  the  facts  which  have  been 
amply  substantiated  by  clinical  experience.  It  is  fair  to  assume 
that  any  caustic  agent,  which  can  penetrate  as  deeply  as  chloride 
of  zinc,  will  have  the  same  effects.  Such  agents  are  nitric  acid, 
caustic  soda,  and  very  strong  electrical  currents. 

The  manner  in  which  reproduction  of  the  mucosa  ensues  is  well 
shown  in  the  accompanying  illustrations. 


Fia.  166. 
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Perpendienlar  Section  of  the  irterlne  Miwons  Membrane  Thirteen  IHiyi  after  Curettement :  a,  h, 
epithelium,  newly-formed  :  r,  Qewly-Formcd  connectiTe  tiiinie. 

The  new  flat  epithelial  cells,  developed  from  the  lymphoid  cells, 
gradually  change  to  cuboidal,  to  cylindrical,  and  finally  to  ciliated. 
The  subjacent  tissue  grows  so  rapidly  and  the  epithelial  cells  mul- 
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Ptrpendioulnr  Spclion  of  the  Tterine  Mucous  Membrane  Thirty-one  Itavs  after  Curettement:  a,  n,  n. 
ryiiiKlrltal  epithelium;  b,d.  prollferiUng  cclU  in  the  deeper  part  of  the  cpitbcUum;  e.  new-fotmird 
connective  luisue. 

tiply  80  fa.st  that  the  surface  of  the  membrane  is  thrown  into  a 
wavy  line,  which,  a.'?  the  process  continues,  takes  on  the  cbarac- 
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teristics  of  a  plane  surftxce  studded  with  innumerable  crypts.  Thus 
i«  the  new,  perfect  endometrium  evolved  from  the  basement  mem- 
brane, after  curettage. 

The  AFTER-TREATMENT  of  cases  of  Curettage  for  acute  tubal  or 
peritoneal  disease  is  as  important  as  tlie  operation.  In  all  cases  of 
curetting  after  conception,  irrigation  should  be  practised  on  chang- 
ing the  dressing.  The  details  of  the  treatment  are  governed  entirely 
by  the  two  great  principles:  cleanliness  and  drainage.  It  would  be 
folly  to  remove  the  primary  packing  from  a  large  uterine  cavity  and 
not  keep  the  cervix  open  ;  this  would  merely  res«ult  in  a  reinfec- 
tion, as  curettage  and  irrigation  do  not  remove  every  particle  of 
sepsis :  the  cocci  are  in  the  lymphatics  and  often  in  the  venous  sin- 
uses. After  curettage,  the  sej>tic  uterus  must  be  treated  as  any  other 
septic  granulating  cavity,  with  this  distinction  :  packing  should  cease 
when  the  uterus  is  retluced  in  size  and  its  secretions  become  free 
from  pus-cells.  Further  treatment  may  be  necessary  if  the  organ 
remains  enlarged.  Curettage  doe-s  not  absolutely  prevent  those  symp- 
toms which  follow  subinvolution,  as  hemorrhages.  Therefore,  a  curet- 
tage done  for  infection  in  a  puerperal  uterus  may,  later  on,  have  to 
be  repeated  for  the  hypertrophic  membrane  which  gives  rise  to  the 
bleeding,  and  which  is  cause<l  by  the  enlargement  of  the  uterus. 
Hence  the  judicious  use  of  iodine  is  to  be  recommended  in  all  cases 
of  enlargement  of  the  uteru.s.  It  is  wise  in  cases  of  retroposition 
to  tampon  the  vagina  with  gauze,  so  applying  it  that  it  will  act 
somewhat  as  a  pessary  in  supporting  the  fundus.  As  a  final  cau- 
tion the  most  scrupulous  attention  to  every  detail  of  aseptic  work 
must  be  employed  at  each  dressing,  lest  the  case  be  reinfected. 
This  point  cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon.  Opium  should 
never  be  u.sed,  as  it  produces  tympanites  and  vomiting.  The  bowels 
should  be  kept  oj^eri.  After  curettage  the  menses  are  apt  to  occur 
a  few  days  earlier  than  the  usual  date.  All  treatment  should  be 
suspended  during  this  period,  except  where  the  uterus  is  septic. 
Menstruation  has  no  effect  upon  the  routine  methods  other  than 
to  require  more  frequent  changing  of  the  dressings. 

Electrical  Trkatment  of  Endometritls. 

The  advocates  of  electricity  in  the  treatment  of  endometritis 
have  not,  as  yet,  established  any  substantial  principles,  applicable 
cfjually  well  to  all  parts  of  the  body.  They  do  not  tell  us  the 
effect  of  electricity  upon  the  various  cocci,  or  its  influence  upon 
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tlie  living  cell.  Does  it  cjiuse  unstriped  muscular  fibre  to  con- 
tract or  to  become  flaccid?  What  is  its  iniliieuee  upon  the 
white  blood-corpuscles  aud  plasma-cells  ?  Take  its  application  in 
cases  of  simple  endometritis.  Tbe  application  of  even  slight 
currents  causes  the  epithelium  to  exfoliate.  The  negative  pole 
with  from  60  to  70  milliamp^res  for  ten  miiuites,  the  strength  some 
authorities  advise,  does  more  than  cause  exfoliation  of  the  epithelium 
— it  destroys  tissue  for  a  slight  disttuu-e.  In  septic  endometritis  it 
is  said  that  the  current  destroys  the  cocci.  Staphylococci  will  sur- 
vive being  dried  upon  a  cover-glass  for  ten  days,  and  are  then 
destroyed  by  exposure,  of  not  less  than  ten  minutes,  to  boiling 
vvater.  Will  even  1(X)  milliamperes  do  that?  But  grauted  that 
the  currents  used  will  destroy  cocci,  what  efl'ects  have  they  other 
than  this?  A  very  mild  electrical  current  stops  the  ameboid  move- 
ments and  checks  the  processes  of  cell  activity,  while  it  lasts.  Cur- 
rents of  moderate  intensity  destroy  the  vitality  of  all  protoplasm 
within  reach  of  the  currents.  The  inter]iretation  of  this  is  very 
simple.  It  means  that  currents  much  too  light  to  prove  germicidal, 
cause  exfohation  of  the  protecting  epithelium,  destroy  the  property 
of  diapedesis  of  the  white  blood-corpuscles,  and  destroy  the  karyo- 
kinetic  property  of  the  cells  or  their  ability  to  nuiltiply.  These 
currents  rt>b  the  locality  to  which  they  are  applied  of  nature's  sole 
defenses  against  pathogenic  germs — epithelium,  white  blood-corpus- 
cles, raultiplicsition  of  cells. 

By  curettage,  dead  tissue  and  useless  cells  are  removed.  Useful 
living  tiasue  is  not  destroyed,  but  the  plasma-cells  of  the  various 
ti&sues  are  given  an  environment  propitious  to  their  development 
and  growth.  Can  electricity  remove  the  entire  septic  endometrium 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  in  a  month  produce  a  new  healthy  one 
capable  of  forming  a  placenta  and  nourishing  a  fetus?  The 
methods  here  laid  down  can,  and  have.  Conception  has  taken 
place  five  days  after  a  curettage  for  purulent  endometritis. 

The  great  scientific  truths  upon  which,  deductively,  the  method 
by  curettjige  with  its  positive  results,  has  been  produced,  cannot 
be  ignored  for  another,  based  upon  empiricism,  and  unsuccessful 
empiricism  at  that.  The  established  surgical  rules  which,  the  world 
over,  are  accepted  for  inflammations  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  are 
applied  to  the  treatment  of  endometritis ;  and  until  gynecologists 
who  practise  (he  electric^d  treatment,  can  lay  down  for  our  guidance 
the  positive  indications  to  be  filled,  and  reasons  for  their  proi>osi- 
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tion8,  indications  which  are  scientilie  and  facts  which  are  nut  mere 
jiersoual  stiitements,  the  use  of  this  measure  cannot  be  reconi mended. 
Glittering  generahzations  will  not  suffice.  What  they  propose  to 
accon)pli^^h  within  the  hidden  or<:;ans  must  have  been  successfully 
trie<l  on  those  within  view.  If  libruu.s  tissue  may  be  removed  witliiu, 
so  may  it  without.  If  t^u])j)urati(jn  may  be  checked  within,  ample 
opportunity  presents  for  testing  it  without.  If  glandular  In'pertro- 
phy  is  corrected  in  the  uterus,  so  may  it  be  elsewhere.  A  few  years 
back,  when  gynecology  consisted  nyerely  of  the  dictum  of  one  or 
two  world-famed  men,  the  electrical  treatment  might  have  become 
established.  To-day,  in  the  critical  light  of  modern  research  and 
the  generous  distribution  of  knowledge,  it  exists^  not  because  of  true 
merit,  but  through  the  timidity  of  suffering  womankind,  who  grasp 
at  the  hand  oflering  relief  **  without  an  operation." 

Inflammation  of  the  Cervix. 

The  cervical  mucous  membranCj  becjiuse  of  ite  anatomical  cha- 
racteristics, is  less  often  the  seat  of  destructive  inflammatory  clianges 
than  the  endometrium.  Classification  of  changes  in  the  cervix  is 
usually  made  according  to  the  clinical  appearances.  This  is  too 
confusing  and  elaborate.  Every  case  of  non-malignant  cervical 
disease  may  be  placed  in  one  of  tbe  following  classes : 

Septic  and  Gonorrheal  Endocervicitis, 
Glandular  Endocervicitis. 
Cervical  Hypertrophy. 
Cicatricial  Stenosis. 

}plic  and  Gonorrheal  Endocervicitis. — Acute  gonorrheal  and 
)tic  processes  here  are  not  important,  except  in  view  of  the 
ponibility  of  extension  to  the  endometrium.  The  cervical  mucous 
membrane  is  dense,  with  few  lymphatics,  and  drainage  is  so  readily 
obtained,  that  |ielvic  lesions  from  cervicitis  are  rare  if  they  ever 
occur.  Acute  infection  of  the  cervix  seldom  remains  local,  but 
soon  becomes  general  in  the  uterus.  It  is  as  a  chronic  intlamma- 
tion  that  wo  most  often  see  cervical  lesions  existing  alone.  Its 
comiKMind  racemose  glands  do  not  readily  shed  their  epithelium, 
and  cocci  rest  for  great  lengths  of  time,  attenuated  and  quiet,  in  their 
flecretion.  This  fact  being  known,  we  are  able  to  explain  the 
development  of  latent  gonorrheal  endometritis  and  accept  the  |>08- 
aibility  of  auto-infection. 
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Glandular  EndoceitncitU. — This  takes  the  form  of  enlargemenl 
of  certain  poi'tions  of  the  uorraal  folds.  There  is  a  projection  or 
budding  of  the  membrane,  and  as  this  increases  the  mouths  of  the 
glands  become  obliterated.  The  imprisoned  glands  continue  to 
secrete,  and  the  enlargement  thus  becomes  pedunculated,  forming 


Fig.  158. 


Mucous  Polypi  fW)m  the  laterlor  of  the  Cerrix  aud  upon  the  Surface. 

a  true  polypus.  Again,  the  epithelium  of  the  cervix  may  be 
exfoliated  as  the  result  of  a  vicious  discharge  from  above:  or 
injuries  from  below,  such  as  lacerations,  may  cause  the  production 
of  granulations  and  erosions.  But,  contrary  to  the  general  opinion, 
instead  of  ther<'  being  a  lo.'^s  of  tissue  with  tiiis  condition,  the  eroded 
surface  projects  buyond  the  line  of  healtliy  ineuilirane.  As  a  result 
of  long-coutiimed  irritation  to  its  glands  the  connective  tissue  of 
tlie  cervix  may  become  moderately  increased,  thereby  occluding  the 
glandular  canals,  and  in  this  way  the  entire  cervix  may  become 
riildlet.1  with  cysts,  constituting  cystic  deyeneration.  Some  of  these 
cysts  contain  clear  fluid  and  some  pus.  Interstitial  hypertrophy  of 
the  cervix  contributes  the  essential  lesion  in  one  form  of  anteflexion. 
Symptoms. — As  all  forms  of  cervicitis  entail  an  enlargement  of 
the  cervix,  there  is  the  constant  symptom  of  weight  and  heaviness  in 
the  pelvis.     Acute  septic  and  gonorrheal  cervicitis  is  usually  asso- 
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wautiiig.  Upon  the  subsidence  of  the  more  acute  phenomena  there 
will  remain  but  the  purulent  discharge  and  some  erosion.  As  has 
been  said,  acute  septic  and  gonorrheal  cervicitis  tends  to  travel 
upward,  and  rarely  will  a  case  be  seen  before  it  has  done  so,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  general  symptoms  due  to  the  cervicitis  alone. 
Glandular  cervicitis,  especially  when  it  has  gone  on  to  the  forma- 
tion of  jjolypi,  produces  a  purulent  (often  profuse)  discharge,  in 
addition  to  the  subjective  symptoms  of  bearing-down  and  weight. 
The  most  prominent  reflex  phenomena  accompany  cystic  degener- 
ation and  interstitial  cervicitis.  Headache  is  constant  and  the 
patient  is  very  nervous.  She  is  very  emotional  and  prone  to 
hysteria,  the  nervous  symptoms  being  fairly  well  proportionate  to 
the  amount  of  interstitial  change  and  follicular  degeneration.  The 
cysts  project  from  the  vaginal  aspect  of  the  cervix  as  rounded 
nodules,  like  blisters.  If  one  be  pricked,  nothing  escapes,  but  gen- 
tle pressure  forces  out  a  pearl  of  tenacious  mucus.  They  occur  not 
only  on  the  surface,  but  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  cervix  also.  In 
glandular  cervicitis  the  canal  is  usually  open,  and  by  separating 
tlie  lips  the  enlarged  glands  may  be  seen. 

Treatment. — Acute  gonorrheal  and  septic  endocervicitis  are  to 
be  most  vigorously  treated.  The  plug  of  mucus  must  be  removed, 
and  the  application  of  powerful  antiseptics  made,  as  pure  carbolic 
acid,  care  being  taken  not  to  invade  the  inside  of  the  uterus.  The 
condition  is  very  hard  to  check,  and  is  extremely  liable  to  become 
chronic ;  but  even  then  there  is  no  better  application  than  carbolic 
acid.  Erosions  due  to  purely  local  causes,  as  pessjtries,  c^in  be 
readily  cured  by  removing  the  cause  and  keeping  the  parts  clean. 
Erosions  are  almost  always  dependent  upon  some  form  of  glandular 
inflammation,  either  in  the  cervix  or  above,  and  are  to  be  relieved 
by  curing  that  cjiuse.  The  association  between  cystic  degeneration 
and  beginning  epithelioma  is  very  close,  while  polypoid  cervicitis 
is  simple  adenoma.  Therefore  the  operative  procedures  directed 
to  the  cure  of  the  latter  need  not  be  so  radical  as  for  the  former. 
Inasmuch  as  polypoid  cervicitis  is  seldom  general,  excision  of  the 
polyj)i  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  isolated  growths.  This  can  be 
done  under  cociiine  appplication.  Hhould,  however,  it  be  associated 
with  much  interstitial  hypertropliy,  or  the  polypoid  growths  be 
general  over  the  cervix,  the  excision  of  a  portion  from  each  lip 
will  be  of  benefit  in  producing  contraction. 

A  general  cystic  degeneration  is  amenable  to  the  wedge-shaped 


INFLAMMATORY  DISEASES  OF  THE  UTERUS. 


239 


amputation  of  the  cervix,  an  illustration  and  description  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  Malignancy.  It  is  a  good  opera- 
tion, giving  most  excellent  results,  and  is  always  to  be  ])referred 
to  Sims's  operation,  which  necessitates  a  long-continued  after-treat- 
ment for  keeping  the  cerviail  canal  patent.  Many  cases  also,  now 
subjected  to  Emmet's  operation  of  trachelorrhaphy,  were  better 
operatetl  upon  by  this  method. 

Sim/x  Operation. — Tliis  operation,  at  one  time  considered  the 
best  method  by  which  to  amputate  the  cervix,  is  now  applied  to 
removal  cif  the  cancerous  cervix  only,  except  by  a  few  of  tlie  imme- 
diate followers  of  Dr.  Sims.  In  its  performance  the  cervix  is 
grasped  by  a  stout  double  tenacula.  A  blunt  bistoury  is  entered 
into  the  cervical  canal  up  to  the  internal  os,  and  the  cervix  slit  on 
one  side  otdy.  to  the  extreme  jjoint  of  the  proposed  exsection. 
Without  removing  the  knife  it  is  carried  all  around  the  cervix, 
returning  to  the  point  of  starting,  thus  removing  a  cone-shaped 
piece  of  tissue  in  the  centre  of  which  is  the  cervical  canal. 

It  will  be  seen  that  by  this  operation  a  large  piece  of  tissue  is 
removed,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  saving  any  mucous  mem- 

Fl«.  1(51. 


Cone  of  tiffiue  removed  by  Slmi'  Am{iuUUuu  uf  LUu  Ci-rrlz  Cleri. 

le  for  the  cervical  canal.  The  sutures  of  silver  wire  are  passed 
in  an  antero-posterior  direction,  and  arc  cniirely  buried.  This  is  an 
important  step,  very  difficult  of  execution  when  the  exsection  has 
been  carried  high  up.  The  entire  canal  is  closed  except  an  ojMining 
in  the  centre  for  a  stem  pessary.  The  sutures  are  removed  on 
the  eightli  day.  yitould  the  circular  artery  of  the  cervix  Im> 
wounded — and  its  anirse  is  very  variable — it  is  controlled  by 
passing  a  needle,  armed  with  a  silver  wire,  beneath  the  vesstl, 
twisting  the  wire  and  thus  compressing  it.  This  is  merely  tem- 
porary, and  should  he  removed  when  the  finsd  sutures  are  applied, 
the  latter  being  sufficient  to  control  all  bleeding. 
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Involiiliou  is  very  rapid  after  this  operation,  and  is  apt  to  he 
exeesnive. 

There  being  no  canal  left  in  the  cervix,  a  stem  pessary  must 
be  worn  for  niontht;,  and  even  years,  to  keep  ilie  new  canal,  with 
its  cicatricial  wails,  open.  These  casas  frequently  return  a  few 
year*^  ai'ter  operation  witli  the  canal  almost  closed,  and  require 
incision  and  dilatation,  for  a  long  time.  This  is  the  great  drawback 
to  the  operation,  an*!  otie  which  jirecludes  it8  use.  The  cone  of 
tissue  in  the  illustration  i.s  longer  than  it  is  usually  necessary  to 
remove. 

Cervical  Hypertrophy. — Cervical  hypertrophy  may  be  so  great 
its  to  simulate  proiapisus,  and,  indeed,  it  may  produce  a  certain 
amount  of  descent,  but  the  fundu.''  is  always  found  higher  than  in 
prolapsus.  The  total  length  of  the  uterine  canal  is  greater,  the 
increase  being  chieHy  in  the  cervix ;  there  is  no  rectocele,  but  a 
spurious  cystocele  accompanies  the  condition,  a.s  the  urethra  and 
base  of  the  bladder  follow  \\\ti  increased  growth  of  the  cervix. 
Still,  the  caution  is  necessary,  that  in  amputating  these  hyper- 
trophied  cervices  great  care  be  exercised  lest  the  bladder  be  opened, 
as  the  hypertrophy  may  spring  from  near  the  os  internum,  in  which 
case  the  vesical  organ  will  be  dragged  down  witli  it.  The  sound  in 
the  bladder,  however,  will  show  the  relations  of  that  organ  to  the 
hy|)ertro|tby.  The  cervix  may  be  so  generally  inflamed  and,  at  the 
.same  time  dilated,  that  the  membrane  will  be  rolled  out,  forming  a 
true  ectropion,  and  presenting  the  evidences  of  glandular  hyper- 
trophy, even  amounting  to  glandular  polypi.  Excision  is  here 
necessary  by  the  method  already  indicated, 

Cicalrmal  Slenosis. — As  a  result  of  operations— especially  of 
Sims's  operation  of  exsection — inflammations,  and  application  of 
rausti&s — rarely  as  a  congenital  lesion — we  may  have  a  cervical 
canal  .so  contracted  as  to  form  a  true  stenosis,  or  an  atresia;  the 
condition  may  even  give  rise  to  hematometra,  and  require  treat- 
ment as  for  congenital  atresia.  It  is  amenable  to  the  operation 
of  bilateral  incision.  The  after-treatment  is  long  and  tedious,  and 
the  patients  are  forced  to  renuiin  under  observation  for  a  great 
length  of  time.  This  is  neces.sary  because  the  operation  is  usually 
done  in  a  field  of  cicatrical  tissue,  which  tissue  possesses  an  inherent 
tendency  to  contract,  repeated  or  continuous  dilatation  being  neces- 
sary for  its  prevention. 

The  exception  to  this  treatment  is  where  the  stenosis  is  due  to 


INFLAMMATORY  DISEASES   OF   THE    UTERUS. 


241 


inflammatory  changes.  Here  the  bilateral  incision  is  to  be  followed 
by  gauze  packing  for  three  weeks,  the  packing  being  limited  to  the 
cervix  alone. 

These  shallow  incisions,  followed  by  dilatation,  are  covered  over 
by  a  modified  form  of  raucous  membrane  in  a  remarksibly  short  time. 
Stem  pessaries  are  not  necessary,  unless  the  tiissue  be  newly-formed 
cicatricial  tissue;  in  other  cases  the  cervix  will  remain  dilated 
around  even  a  very  fine  filament  of  gauze,  and  while  the  latter 
is  in  place  the  formation  of  the  new  membrane  goes  on  speedily. 

In  considering  all  these  questions  involved  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  uterus  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  organ  is  em- 
bryonic and  capable  of  reproducing  its  tissues  to  a  certain  extent, 
but  repro<luction  does  not  take  place  from  ecar-tissue  or  in  the 
presence  of  suppuration. 

Metritis. 

This  condition  is  of  very  minor  importance,  because  it  is  merely  a 
name  for  certain  changes  in  the  muscular  walls,  secondary  to  more 
important  conditions.  An  idiopathic  metritis  does  not  exist :  it  is 
always  secondary  to,  and  an  extension  of,  the  inflammation  of  the 
endometrium.  Inflammation  of  the  muscularis  uteri  follows  all 
acute  and  many  chronic  infections  of  the  mucosa.  The  treatment 
of  the  two  conditions  is  identiciil,  and  has  already  been  fully  con- 
sidered under  Endometritis.  A  low  form  of  tissue  change  also 
accompanies  the  various  neoplasms,  flexions,  and  versions.  These 
will  be  described  in  the  proper  places. 

Subinvolution. 

The  condition  known  as  subinvolution  which  follows  lalwr  is 
not,  per  se,  a  disease,  but  merely  an  association  of  conditions  result- 
ing from  a  common  cause.  The  uterus  has  not  yet  fully  undergone 
those  retrograde  changes  which  normally  follow  labor.  It  is  en- 
larged in  all  its  diameters  and  the  mucosa  is  thickened.  The  organ 
being  heavy  and  its  walls  softened,  it  shows  a  tendency  to  sink  low 
in  the  pelvis  or  take  a  retroj>osition. 

The  intimate  histological  condition  is  one  merely  of  fatty,  en- 
larged, unstriped  musjcnlur  fibres,  enlarged  vessels  and  lymph- 
spooes,  and  glandular  hypertrophy  of  the  mucosa.  It  can  scarcely 
be  termed  strictly  a  pathological  condition,  rather  is  it  an  incomplete 
physiological  one.     When  it  has  persisted  for  some  time,  fibrous 
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tissue  hyperplasia  does  take  place  in  the  muscular  walls,  and  the 
change  in  the  mucosa  becomes  a  permanent  hypertrophy. 

Symptoms. — If  the  menses  have  returned,  they  are  increased  in 
amount,  but  are  not  piiinful.  If  the  engorged  organ  is  low  down, 
retroverted  or  retroflexed,  the  symptoms  present  are  of  constant 
and  severe  backache,  together  with  bearing-down  pains. 

There  may  or  may  not  be  a  complicating  endometritis  with 
pathologieul  discharges  or  leucorrhea ;  most  generally  the  cause 
of  the  interruption  of  the  normal  involution  is  a  septic  or  specific 
endometritis.  Under  these  circumstances  all  the  symptoms  of 
endometritis  are  present. 

Usually  all  patients  complain  of  a  sense  of  weight  and  heaviness 
in  the  pelvis.  There  are  present  the  general  symptoms  of  anorexia, 
costiveness,  anemia,  and  general  malai.se.  Women  with  subinvolu- 
tion are  very  subject  to  melancholia,  which  may  even  amount  to  a 
temporary  insanity,  not  acute.  Mania  following  labor  and  due  to 
infection  by  streptococci  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  this  mild 
aberration  of  intellect.  This  condition  is  not  a  frequent  one,  and, 
when  found,  is  generally  in  stout,  plethoric  women. 

Examination  shows  the  enlarged,  soft  uterus,  possibly  low  down 
or  retroposed.  It  is  not  tender  in  uncomplicated  cases,  but  is 
extremely  so  in  the  presence  of  an  accompanying  endometritis. 

Treatment. — The  general  conditions  predisposing  to  this  mal- 
ady must  be  met ;  therefore  strychnia  and  einchona  before  meals, 
and  wine  and  iron,  are  indicated.  The  combination  of  ergotin  and 
quinia  is  exceedingly  efficacious. 

Locally,  intru-uterine  applications  of  tincture  of  iodine,  with  the 
supporting  and  depleting  tampon  of  ichthyol  5  or  10  per  cent,  in 
50  per  cent,  boroglyceride,  twice  a  week,  are  all  the  requisites  for 
effecting  a  cure,  in  the  absence  of  any  acute  symptoms.  Hot 
vaginal  douching  should  be  employed  twice  each  day  between  treat- 
ments. If  the  hemorrhages  are  of  serious  moment,  curettage  not 
only  removes  that  factor,  but  materially  hastens  the  involution. 
General  treatment  is  of  great  importance. 

If  subinvohition  be  neglected,  the  organ  is  prone  to  take  on 
almost  any  form  of  inflammatory  change,  and  is  especially  liable  to 
septic  infection.  The  condition  materially  reduces  the  organ's 
resistant  power  against  pathogenic  germs.  Many  cases  of  grave 
pelvic  lesions  and  uterine  displacements  may  be  traced  to  neglect 
in  guarding  against  this  conilition  after  confinement  or  abortion. 
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Subinvolution  is  very  frequently  caused  by  a  septic  or  specific  infec- 
liou  of  the  uterine  cavity  in  the  puerperal  woman,  resulting  in  an 
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endometritis.  Bucli  cases  resolve  themselves  eventually  into  a  true 
con<lition  of  metriti.s  and  endometritis,  and  are  to  be  dealt  with  as 
8uch. 

Hyperinvolution. 

The  condition  known  a^^i  hyper- or  super-involution  follows  lal)or, 
and  is  due  to  causes  unknown.  The  natural  involution  of  the 
uterus  following  labor  reduces  the  size  of  the  organ  slightly  below 
ite  normal  condition,  but  subsequently,  within  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks,  this  loss  is  regained.  Occasionally  involution  does  not  cease 
at  this  iH>int,  but  continues  l>eyond  the  physiological  condition,  until 
the  womb  becomes,  at  times,  even  as  small  as  an  inch  or  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  depth.  The  causes  which  change  the  physiological  process 
into  a  pathological  one  are  obscure,  and  can  rarely  be  detected. 
Fortunately,  the  occurrence  is  rare,  as  the  condition  is  extremely 
difficult  to  treat  successfully,  most  commonly  baffling  all  the  efforts 
of  the  physician. 

Painful  and  scanty  menstruation  are  common  attendants,  and  are, 
in  fact,  the  principal  symptoms.     The  dysmenorrhea  is  of  a  severe 
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and  persistent  type,  usually  ajipeuring  prior  to  the  flow  and  lasting 
throughout  its  whole  course,  and  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  atrophic 
condition  of  the  endometrium.  The  ovaries  may  or  may  not  be 
involved  in  tlie  process :  should  they  become  involved,  it  would  be 
one  more  causative  factor  added  to  the  dysmenorrhea,  and  would 
exaggerate  that  condition. 

The  physical  examination,  together  with  the  history,  renders  the 
diagnosis  clear.  The  uterus  is  found  small  and  its  walls  of  firm 
consistency,  at  times  almost  fibroidal  in  character.  The  depth  of 
the  uterine  cavity  is  reduced  from  two  and  a  half  inches,  the  normal, 
to  one  or  one  and  a  half  inches. 

The  medical  treatment  of  the  disease  is  not  productive  of  any 
assured  success.  It  consists  in  rendering  the  patient's  general  health 
as  nearly  normal  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  stimulating  the  uterine 
muscle.  Probably  electricity,  both  general  and  intra-uterine,  gives 
as  much  [iroraise  of  success  as  anything.  Should  the  physician's 
efforts  be  attended  with  good  results  in  accomplishing  a  return  of 
the  uterus  to  its  normal  size,  the  menstrual  flow  will  become  more 
natural  in  quantity  and  the  dysmenorrhea  will  gradually  disappear. 
Most  often  the  treatment  consists  in  simply  controlling  the  pain. 
Efforts  in  this  direction  will  be  accomplished  by  much  the  same 
means  as  given  in  the  chapter  on  Dysmenorrhea.  As  a  rule,  the 
patients  will  have  to  be  content  to  bear  their  sufferings  as  best 
they  may,  with  what  amelioration  drugs  will  give,  until  the  change 
of  life  ends  their  period  of  probation.  Should  the  pain  become  so 
great  as  to  render  life  miserable,  a  resort  may  be  had  to  ovariotomy 
with  the  view  of  bringing  on  an  immediate  menopause.  The 
justification  of  this  procedure  must  rest  entirely  with  the  individual 
case,  the  event  being  determined  by  the  amount  of  suffering  and 
the  faihire  either  to  cure  the  condition  or  to  relieve  the  symptoms.  It 
is  far  better  to  perform  the  operation  of  removal  of  the  ovaries 
than  to  have  continuous  resort  to  opium,  with  all  its  attending 
dangers.  The  question  of  childbearing  need  hardly  be  considered, 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  these  women  are  rendered  sterile  by 
their  condition.  Pregnancy,  if  it  could  be  brought  about,  would 
probably  produce  a  cure,  or  rather  it  might  be  nearer  the  truth 
to  say  that  this  condition  would  be  proof  that  a  cure  had  been 
accomplished,  as  pregnancy  is  most  improbable  until  there  is  a 
return  to  the  normal  condition  of  the  endometrium. 
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Laceration  of  the  Cervix  Uteri. 

Laceration  of  the  cervix  i3  one  of  the  commonest  of  all  gyne- 
CJological  affectiougi,  and  is  the  consequence  of  an  attempted  dilata- 
tion, whether  by  the  head  of  the  child  in  labor  or  by  the  uterine 
dilator  in  the  hands  of  the  gynecologist. 

The  tear  occurs  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  external 
o8  uteri  to  dilate  sufficiently  to  allow  the  head  of  the  child  to  pass, 
the  result  being  that  there  is  a  rupture,  usually  on  both  sides,  which 
extends  a  variable  tlistance  up  into  the  uterus  and  into  the  vault 
of  the  vagina,  along  the  base  of  the  broad  ligaments. 

These  ruptures  are  with  remarkable  uniformity  bilateral;  occa- 
sionally unilateral  or  stellate. 

Deep  fissures,  unaccompanied  by  lateral  tears,  occupying  the 
njediau  line  in  front  and  behind,  are  almost  without  exception  sus- 
ceptible of  some  other  explanation.  Posteriorly,  for  example, 
many  cases  observed  are  Ciises  in  which  the  operation  of  discis- 
sion or  splitting  of  the  cervix  for  the  relief  of  dysmenorrhea,  had 
been  practised.  Anteriorly,  a  median  split  is  often  signitic^int  of 
the  surgeon's  knife  or  scissors,  used  to  incise  the  rigid  os,  or  more 
often  it  arises  from  the  use  of  the  obstetric  forceps. 

The  immediate  danger  arising  from  these  tears  is  the  ready  access 
aftbrded  for  the  inva.sion  of  the  pelvic  connective  tissue  by  septic 
germs.  This  is  to  be  prevented  by  unusual  care,  during  tlie  con- 
finement and  puerperiurn,  in  avoiding  sepsis  by  cleansing  out  the 
vagina  before  labor  where  there  is  any  purulent  discharge,  and  by 
maintaining  an  ase]>tic  condition  during  the  confinement. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  handle  the  cervix,  this  should  be  done  with 
a  sterilized  rubber  stall  drawn  over  the  finger.  After  the  confine- 
ment, douches  should  not  be  given  as  a  prophylactic,  but  become 
necessary  when  the  existence  of  an  infection  ha.s  declared  itself 

It  is  not  projier,  Jn  view  of  our  light  and  methods  of  to-day,  to 

24a 


246 


AN  A3fEETCAN   TEXT-BOOK   OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


attempt  the  immediate  repair  of  cervical  te^irs.  Where,  however, 
there  is  a  constant  flow  of  arterial  blood,  trickling  iu  a  small  stream 
from  between  tlie  labia,,  and  digital  examination  reveals  the  presence 
of  cervicid  laceration,  it  will  be  found  that  the  hemorrhage  proceeds 
from  the  rupture  of  a  cervical  artery.  In  such  a  case  an  immediate 
operation  must  be  undertaken.  The  patient  should  be  brought  to 
the  edge  of  the  bed,  with  the  thighs  flexed  upon  the  abdomen — the 
dorsal  position — and  tiie  posterior  vaginal  wall  reti'acted  with  the 
aid  of  a  8ims  speculum.  The  blue,  soft  lips  of  the  cervix,  appear 
low  down  in  the  vagina;  they  should  be  grasped  by  a  pair  of  bullet 
forceps,  drawn  down  to  one  side,  and  the  tear  from  which  the  bleed- 
ing comes  expo.sed.  The  operator  the?)  passes  a  needle  deeply 
through  the  tissue,  in  such  a  way  as  to  include  the  vessel  and  serve 
at  the  same  time  to  approximate  the  torn  lips.  Two  or  three  similar 
sutures  below  this  uppermost  one,  each  tied  in  the  vagina,  will  serve 
to  secure  an  accurate  approximation  of  the  lips  throughout.  The 
sutures  must  not  be  tied  tightly,  and  no  dressing  should  be  applied 
in  the  vagina.  Such  an  operation  will  be  almost  invariably  success- 
ful. The  sutures  may  be  left  in  place  for  six  or  eight  weeks  if 
necessary. 

Where  it  is  unnecessary,  tor  the  purpose  of  controlling  hemor- 
rhage, and  it  is  necessary  only  very  rarely,  to  make  an  immediate 
repair,  the  patient  is  to  be  treated  on  the  expectant  plan.  If  n  i 
sepsis  occur,  to  disorder  the  vaginal  and  uterine  discharges,  a  spoB- 
taneous  closure  of  the  laceration  will  take  place.  For  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  only  ordinary  care  in  the  line  of  cleanliness  is 
necessary.    The  majority  of  cervical  lacerations  are  cured  by  nature. 

Some  months  or  some  years  after  a  couJineraent  one  of  three 
appearances  will  be  observed  in  cases  of  laceration  of  tlie  cervix : 
Firstly,  the  cervix  presents  a  normal  appearance  with  a  shght  or 


Fio.  163. 


Fig.  164. 


Side  and  throat  Views  of  ■  Simple  Bilateral  Laceration,  rcqairiag  no  twiatmeiit. 

a  marked  notch  on  either  side ;  secondly,  the  cervix  presents  two 
well-defined  lips,  and  is  even  torn  down  to  the  vaginal  vault :  the 
lips  are  soft,  flaccid,  and  not  thickened ;  thirdly,  the  tear  is  not  so 
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them  together,  it  is  at  once  evident  that  there  is  a  laceration  with 
well-defined  lips,  which  are  deeply  infiltrated.  As  the  lips  are 
drawn  together  the  erosion  in  the  centre  is  turned  in  and  disappears, 
showing  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  mucous  niemhraue  of  the  cervical 
canal.  In  other  words,  the  condition  is  that  of  a  lacerated  cervix 
with  everted  and  eroded  lips,  that  condition  so  frequently  mistaken 
in  the  past  for  ulceration  of  the  cervix.  This  third  class  of  cases 
is  the  only  one  demanding  treatment. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  majority  of  cases  of  cancer  of 
the  cervix  occur  in  women  who  have  borne  children  and  have  a  lacer- 
ated cervix.  It  is  also  undoubtedly  true  that  cancer  of  the  neck  of 
the  womb  not  infrequently  occurs  in  nulliparous  women.  The  only 
reason  for  the  surgical  treatment  of  the  first  two  classes  would  be  the 
fear  that  any  ulceration  of  however  small  degree  would  have  a  de- 
termining influence  on  the  develojiment  of  cancer.  This  fear  is, 
however,  not  ho  well  supported  by  facts,  as  is  generally  supposed. 

Laceration  of  the  cervix  is  frequently  associated  with  subin- 
volution of  the  uterus  and  pelvic  venous  stasis.  Leucorrhea,  dys- 
menorrhea, aches  and  pains,  a  feeling  of  weight  and  bearing  down  or 
dragging  referable  to  the  pelvis,  associated  with  a  feeling  of  general 
weariness  are  the  symptoms  generally  found  in  this  condition. 

The  best  method  of  relieving  these  associated  troubles  is  by  re- 
pairing the  cervix,  in  order  to  start  involution  of  the  uterus,  which 
process  commonly  follows  operative  procedures  on  that  organ.  The 
steps  of  the  treatment  consist  in  the  proper  denudation  of  the  lips 
and  approximation  of  the  denuded  surfaces  by  sutures.  Where 
infiltration  is  very  marked  the  lips  cannot  accurately  be  brought 
together,  and  therefore  preparatory  treatment  is  required. 

Fig.  171. 


Knile-bladed  Tenaculam,  naed  In  scmrifying  Cerrix. 


Preparatori/  Treatment. — ^This  consists  in  meiLsures  calculated  to 
deplete  and  dimiuish  the  size  of  the  cervix.  Douches  of  water, 
as  hot  as  can  be  comfortably  borne  (110°  F.),»ouce  or  twice  daily 
for  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes,  followed  by  a  rest  for  an  hour, 
are  valuable  adjuvants.  The  cervix  must  be  exposed  by  the  use 
of  a  Sims  speculum,  with  the  jiatient  in  the  doreal  position.  Deple- 
tion is  then  obtained  with  a  tine  knife,  by  opening  as  many  dis- 
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tended  follicles  as  can  be  seen.  From  four  to  ei.£;ht  drachms  of 
blood  should  be  drawn  once  or  twice  a  w^eek.  By  following  each 
depletion  with  a  pack  of  boro-glyceride  on  cotton,  50  per  cent.,  left 
in  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  cervix  in  from  three  to  six  week«  will 
be  reduced  in  size  and  quite  flaccid,  and  in  a  favorable  condition  for 
the  plastic  operation. 

Operation. — As  a  preliminary  step  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
make  sure  by  a  bimanual  examination  that  there  is  no  inflammatory 
disease  of  the  pelvis  involving  the  ovaries  and  Fallopian  tubes. 
The  patient  is  then  placed  in  the  dorsal  position,  with  the  buttocks 
on  the  perineal  pad  and  the  thighs  held  well  flexed  on  the  abdomen 
by  the  leg-holder.  The  cervix  is  exposed  by  retracting  the  poste- 
rior vaginal  wall  with  a  Sims  speculum,  and  the  anterior  and  poste- 
rior lips  are  caught  by  bullet  forceps  and  drawn  down  to  the 
vaginal  orifice.  A  constant  irrigation  of  the  field  of  operation  is 
kept  up  throughout  the  whole  procedure.     Drawing  the  cervix  a 
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little  to  one  side,  an  incision  is  made  in  the  angles  of  the  tear  as 
deep  as  the  denudation  on  the  lips  is  to  be  carried.  Scar-tissue  is 
often  encountered  in  the  angles,  and  the  incision  must  extend  below 
this,  into  healthy  tissue. 

From  this  incision  the  denudation  is  csirried  down,  first  on  the 
posterior,  then  on  the  anterior  lips,  as  shown  in  the  diagram,  by 
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Blade  of  Knife  uwd  in  tbc  Pcnudatlou. 


mc&ns  of  a  sharp  knife.     Care  must  l)e  exercised  not  to  denude  too 
much  on  the  vaginal  surface,  and.  on  the  other  hand,  to  leave  a 
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small  strip  of  undenuded  mucosa  in  the  centre  on  both  lips,  which 
will  represent  the  future  cervical  canal.  Both  lips  are  similarly 
denuded. 

An  effort  is  made  in  the  denudation  to  go  through  cicatrinial 
into  the  sound  tissue  everywhere,  and  to  make  such  denudations 
as  will,  when  approximated,  secure  a  conical  cervix  projecting  into 
the  vault  of  the  vagina,  with  a  small  external  os. 

No  feitr  need  be  entertained  of  wounding  the  circular  artery. 
Any  vessel  which  is  divided  during  the  operation  will  be  controlled 
as  soon  as  the  sutures  are  introduced. 

The  Buturea  are  of  silkworm-gut  and  fine  silk ;  the  former  at 
points  of  greatest  tension,  and  tiie  latter  when  necessary  to  secure 
accurate  superficial  union  between  the  tense  deep  sutures. 

A  small  stout  curved  needle  with  its  carrier  is  graspe<l  in  the 
needle-holder  and  a  strand  of  silkworm-gut  hooked  into  the  loop. 
The  operator,  while  the  lips  are  drawn  well  apart  by  his  assistants, 
introduces  the  needle  just  above  the  angle  of  the  incision,  on  the 
vaginal  muco-sa,  and  with  a  sweep  brings  it  put  in  the  cervical  canal 
high  up.     It  then  crosses  the  canal  to  a  corresponding  point,  re-en- 
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Bllkworm-grut  Butureo  iu  place  on  one  dde,  ready  to  be  tied :  front  and  biteiat  Tlcwa. 


tera  the  tissue,  and  reappears  on  the  vaginal  mucosa  of  the  opposite 
lip,  at  a  point  opposite  and  corresponding  to  the  point  of  entrance. 
A  second  suture  is  passed,  in  like  manner,  a  little  lower  down  on 
the  lips,  and  often  a  third  near  the  point.  These  sutures  are  left 
loose  and  clamped  in  a  pair  of  artery  forceps,  while  the  sutures  of 
the  opposite  side  are  introduced  in  like  manner. 

There  are  two  ways  of  securing  sutures  so  as  to  hold  the  lips 
snugly  together :  they  may  be  simply  tied  in  a  square  knot,  or  they 


LACERATIONS   OF   THE  SOFT  PARTS. 


251 


may  be  held  fast  in  place  by  running  a  porforatt-d  lead  shot  down, 
and  pushiug  it  up  ou  the  suture  uutil  the  lips  are  drawn  closely 
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8tlkwonn-gut  Suturei  in  Place,  tied  on  the  right  aikI  Khotled  on  the  left  aide;  Inteirenlng 
Approxlnution  Hutiirea  of  fine  xilk. 


together,  when  the  shot  is  squeezed  and  allowed  to  remain  in  place. 
When  the  vaginal  outlet  is  operated  upon  at  the  same  sitting,  it  will 
be  easier  to  remove  the  cerviaU  stitches  if  the  shot  is  uscil.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  observe  such  great  care  in  removing  all  blood-clots 
from  the  angle  of  the  wound  before  approximating,  as  has  been 
generally  supjiosed. 

The  uppermost  sutures  are  tied  fii-st,  and  then  in  succession  the 
other  ones.  Any  pouting  between  the  sutures  should  be  disposed 
of  by  introducing  superficial  sutures  of  fine  silk  between  those  of 
the  silkworm-gut. 

The  vagina  is  washed  out  after  the  operation,  and  a  loose  iodo- 
form gauze  pack  applied,  which  is  left  in  place  five  or  six  days. 
The  vulva  is  protected  with  sterilized  cotton  and  a  T-bandage. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  success  of  the  o[>eration,  as  far  as 
aecuriog  good  union  is  concerned,  that  the  patient  should  remain 
in  bed ;  it  is,  however,  important  in  a  certain  class  of  run-down 
patients,  for  the  sake  of  their  general  good  condition  and  to  make 
an  impression  on  their  nervous  system,  that  they  be  kept  in  a 
recumbent  position  for  two  or  three  weeks.  This  combitiation  of 
the  rest  cure  with  the  operation  is  so  important  that  it  may  well  be 
duubted  in  many  cases  if  the  rest  has  not  been  tlie  most  important, 
if  not  the  sole  factor  io  the  recovery. 

Catheterization  need  oidy  be  practised  so  long  as  the  patient  is 
unable  to  void  urine.  The  bowels  should  bo  opejied  at  least  every 
other  day,  occasionally  by  mild  purgative  medicines,  preferably  by 
enomata  of  soaji  an<l  water,  or  oil  and  water. 

The  stitches  should  be  removed  in  from  three  to  pix  weeks  ;  when 
the  vaginal  outlet  has  been  of>erated  upon,  they  should  be  allowed 
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to  remain  two  or  tliree  months  undisturbed,  to  avoid  dilating  the 
outlet  iu  their  removal.  They  are  beat  removed  by  placing  the 
patient  in  the  side  i>osition  and  retracting  the  posterior  vaginal  wall 
until  one  of  the  sutures  is  seen  ;  this  is  caught  by  a  pair  of  forceps 
and  drawn  down  until  its  loop  is  exposed,  when  it  is  cut  and  the 
suture  drawn  out.  It  is  important  after  all  have  been  removed  to 
make  a  digiuil  examination  in  order  to  verify  the  fact.  Sexual 
relations  should  be  forbidden   for  three  months. 

Incomplete  Rupture  of  the  Recto-vaginal  Septum. 

Ite.cenl. — Recent  incomplete  ruptures  of  the  recto-vaginal  septum 
appear  as  furrows  in  one  or  both  vaginal  sulci,  extending  down  to 

Fio.  178. 


Virginal  Vaginal  outlet. 


the  posterior  commissure  and  outward,  involving  the  skin  perineum 
as  far  back  as,  but  not  including,  the  sphincter  ani.  These  furrows 
are  made  by  the  child's  head  or  shoulders  in  passing  through  an 
outlet  either  relatively  too  small  or  through  one  whose  tissues  are 
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not  suflBcientlj  elastic,  or,  again,  in  cnterint^  the  outlet  in  a  faulty 
position,  a«  in  occipito-posterior  positions.  The  forceps  are  a  fre- 
quent factor  in  the  production  of  these  injuries.  Shallow  tears  of 
this  character  may  be  neglecteil,  and  if  the  parts  are  not  infected 
during  the  puerperiuni  their  natural  apposition  will  genendly  be 
sufficient  to  ensure  a  partial  primary  union,  provided  injections 
have  not  been  given  during  the  convalescence  and  union  prevented 
hy  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  entering  into  and  separating  the  lij^ 
of  the  wound.  Hemorrhages  following  these  lacerations  are  not 
often  serious,  but  are  at  times  exceedingly  annoying. 

Tears  extending  half  an  inch  down  into  the  tissue  should  be 
repaired  at  once;  that  is.  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours.  It 
is  a  common  but  serious  error  to  estimate  the  amount  of  injury 
by  a  su|)erficial  exaniination  of  the  external  j»art,s.  This  is  insuf- 
ficient, as  the  worst  part  of  the  tear  lies  concealed  within  the  vagina 
and  can  only  be  disclosed  under  a  good  light  and  by  separating  the 
labia  and  walls  of  the  hix  vagina  by  two  fingers. 

The  process  of  suturing  is  simple,  and  is  like  tliat  descril^ed  in 
the  operation  for  comj>lete  tear  after  the  closure  of  the  rectal  lac- 
eration. As  the  natural  tendency  of  the  tissues  is  to  lie  in  appo- 
sition, but  few  sutures  are  necessary  to  assist  nature  in  the  repair. 
It  is  well  during  their  introduction  to  control  the  uterine  discharges 
by  a  tampon  of  iotloforni  gauze,  placeil  loosely  against  the  cervix. 
Two  or  three  silkworm-gut  sutures  are  sufficient  to  close  a  long  vagi- 
nal rent.  The  first  one  should  be  introduced  at  the  upper  angle 
of  the  tear  and  passed  well  <lown  to  the  bottom  of  the  sulcus.  On 
the  skin  surface  two  or  tiiree  suixrficial  or  half-deep  silk  sutures 
will  complete  the  approximation,  A  dry  powder  of  boric  acid  or 
boric  acid  and  iodoform  (7:1),  and  a  loose  vulval  pad  of  absorbent 
cotton,  complete  the  dressing,  which  should  be  renewed  frequently 
for  the  first  few  days.  In  eight  or  ten  days  all  suture.^  may  be 
romove<l,  and,  in  the  absence  of  sepsis,  the  union  will  be  perfect, 
if  the  sutures  have  been  well  applied. 

Old  Incomplete  Tear. 

Relaxation  of  the  Vaginal  Outlet. — If  a  recent  incomplete  tear 
is  neglected,  there  may  be  one  of  several  results:  a  comjjlctc  union, 
which  is  unfortunately  rare,  may  occur  throughout  without  inter- 
ference. A  partial  union  may  take  place  at  the  bottom  of  the  tear 
while   the  upper   part  granulates  and   cicatrizes:    the   cicatricial 
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contraction  in  such  a  union  may  be  sufficient  to  compensate  for 
the  deficiency  created  by  the  tear.  Finally,  the  result  of  such  an 
injury  is  a  permanent  deficiency  at  the  introitus,  resulting  in  a 
relaxed  outlet,  from  which  the  vaginal  walls  become  more  aud  more 
everted,  forming  cystocele  an<l  rectocele  in  the  erect  position,  and 
from  straining  effort.*,  until  finally  in  some  cases  the  bladder, 
cervix,  and  uterus  escape,  a  prolapse  following  as  the  result  of  the 
relaxation. 

A  relaxed  vaginal  outlet  is  recognized  by  the  flatness  of  the  crease 
between  the  buttocks  in  front  of  the  anus.     Often,  a  series  of  cou- 
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Relaxed  Vngiiiul  uulUt  »x  !>een  In  the  donal  position. 

centric  wrinkles  surround  the  entrance  of  the  vagina,  which  is 
dropped  hack  nearer  the  anus.  The  commissure  of  the  labia  may 
he  i^-ntirely  uninjured,  or  it  may  be  torn  down  to  the  sjihincter,  and 
replaced  by  a  pit  of  scar-tissue.  This  latter  fact  in  no  way  influ- 
ences the  condition. 

On  .separating  the  labia  on  either  side  with  the  thumbs,  the  out- 
let presents  an  everted,  gaping  appearance,  and  on  testing  it  with 
the  fingere,  its  structures  are  found  lax  and  inca])able  of  resistance. 
The  cervix  is  readily  exposed  by  making  a  speculum  of  the  fingers 
to  push  back  the  anterior  and  posterior  vaginal  walls,  and  the 
uterus  is  quite  often  found  retroposed  and  in  descensus. 
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The  direction  of  tlie  outlet  in  cases  of  relaxation  is  characteristic. 
Nomially,  it  points  downward  and  backward  toward  the  end  of  the 

Fia.  180. 


Appearance  of  Relaxed  Vaginal  Outlet  in  Slou's  Position. 

sacrum,  while  here  its  direction  is  toward  the  promontory  or  into 
tlie  abdomen. 

The  symptoms  occasioned  are  numerous  and  in  direct  relation 
to  the  lesion.  There  is  a  feeling  of  pressure,  of  dropping  out,  of 
something  protruding,  and  of  discomfort  on  walking,  the  patient  pre- 
ferring the  sofa ;  there  i.-^  l)aek;iche,  and  a  dragging  f^ensation,  due 
to  the  increitsing  di.sphicemeiit  of  the  uteru.s.  Ix'ucorrhea  and  all 
the  symptoms  of  endometritis  are  a])t  to  supervene.  The  bowels  are 
ounstiputed,  as  the  expulsive  efforts  are  wasted  on  the  outlet,  the 
sphincter  ani  muscle  forming  the  greatest  point  of  resistance.  Nerv- 
ous symptoms,  referred  to  the  stomach  and  head,  are  but  expressions 
of  the  general  loss  of  tone. 

The  treatment  of  this  condition  is  by  a  resection  of  the  outlet 
and  both  sulci  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  Emmet  operation.  The 
denudation  includes  the  pctsterior  two-thirds  of  the  outlet  and  ex- 
tends up  each  sulcus  in  the  form  of  a  triangle.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
extend  this  denudation  on  the  outside,  beyond  the  ring  of  the  hymen 
or  its  broken  remains,  but  it  should  be  (;arried  not  less  than  an  inch 
or  an  inch  and  a  quarter  up  each  sulcus.  It  is  best  to  outline  the 
area  to  be  denuded  with  the  point  of  a  knife.     Two  points  in  the 
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hymeneal  ring  are  caught  with  curved  tenacula  on  either  side,  be- 
tween a  half  and  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  urethra,  these 
points  being  represented  by  the  lower  caruncles  or  remnants  of  the 
hymen.     These  points  when  drawn  together  will  show  the  size  of 
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Looking  down  on  Hit.'  Floor  or  the  I'elvii. 
D<iti»1  Hues  iiiiUcate  tb«  area  to  be 
denuded. 


Area  to  b«  Denaded  wllhln  the  Vagina,  oat- 
liued  wllb  ixjjiit  til  ktUfo. 


the  rejiaired  outlet,  due  allowance  being  made  for  future  relaxa- 
tion. The  points,  being  widely  Heparated,  are  now  connected  by  two 
lines,  nijide  with  the  knife,  tlie  first  U-shaped,  from  one  tenaculum, 
down,  around  the  posterior  commissure  of  the  labia,  to  the  tenaculum 
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Area  on  Skin  Sorfkice  to  Iw  denuded,  outlined  with  point  of  knife. 

on  the  opposite  side.  The  second  \s,  an  inverted  M  lying  entirely 
within  the  vagina,  its  middle  point  (1)  being  from  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  to  an  inch  above  the  centre  of  the  U,  directly  on  the 
crest  of  the  rectocele.  Tlie  side  lines  (2)  (2)  of  the  M  lie  on  the 
lateral  walls,  parallel  to  and  just  below  the  anterior  wall.  The 
denudation  is  now  rapidly  made  by  catching  up  the  tissues  with 
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disBecting  forceps  within  the  limits  of  the  marking,  and  cutting  off' 
the  tissue  in  long  strips  with  scissors  curved  on  the  flat.  Bleeding 
vessels  rarely  require  tying,  as  the  sutures,  introduced  immediately 
after  the  denudation,  control  all  hemorrhage. 


Fiu.  184. 


Drkwing  or  TunKlon  Suture,  introdnced  uid  rcMdjr  to  be  tied. 

Sutures  are  now  introduced  to  bring  the  sulci  together,  and  the 
first  suture  of  silkworm-gut  if!  placed  about  halfway  down  the  right 
sulcus,  entering  and  emerging  on  the  vaginal  mucosa  close  to  the 
incision.     At  the  bottom  of  the  sulcus  the  suture  appears  at  a  point 
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Drsfrlnc  Buture  tied,  and  8nperflcl«l 
t-llk  Sutures  lu  iilace. 


Buture*  tied  on  Rltfbt,  and  In  pl*ce  ready 
to  be  tied  on  I^fl  «ide. 


lower  down  toward  the  out.side  than  either  the  point  of  entrance  or 
emergence.  This  suture  is  tied  at  once,  and  lifts  up  the  lower  part 
of  the  denudation,  and  also  serves  as  a  tractor,  in  bringing  down  the 
denuded  area  alM)vo,  thus  facilitating  the  introduction  of  the  rem:iiii- 
ing  sutures. 

The  silkworm-gut  suture  is  tied,  and  the  approximation  above  is 
nude  perfect  by  three  or  four  silk  sutures,  each  of  which  must 
sweep  well  under  the  tissue,  the  last  one  l)elng  introduced  at  the 
angle  to  prevent  hemorrhage  from  the  vessels  cut  during  the  de- 

17 
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nudation.     On  the  opposite  side  silkworm-gut  and  silk  suturea  are 
placed  in  a  similar  manner. 

The  wound-area  is  now  reduced  to  a  shallow  pit,  representing  the 
lower  end  of  the  denudation  in  the  sulci,  on  each  side  of  the  cen- 
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Sutures  of  Both  Sldei  tied,  and  the  Crown  Sutares  In  place. 

tral  undenuded  tit,  and  the  more  external  part  of  the  denudation 
already  somewhat  reduced  in  size. 

One  or  two  gathering  sutures  now  almost  completely  close  this 
whole  area.  A  silkworm-gut  suture  is  introduced  well  below,  trans- 
fixing the  three  points  P,  P,  P  (Fig.  187).     By  drawing  these 
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All  SDtare«  tied,  leaving  a  superficial  area 
to  be  closed  wllb  fine  Silk  Sutures. 


Completed  Operation. 


points  togetlier  the  wound  is  contracted  to  a  superficial  area,  which 
cuii  be  readily  approximated  by  a  few  superficial  silk  sutures. 

Laceration  of  the  Perineum. 

Rupture  of  the  Reeto^vaginal  Septum — In  complete  rupture  of  the 
perineum  the  septum  l>etween  the  genital  and  the  alimentary  canals 
is  broken  tlown  for  a  varinible  distance,  and  both  possess  a  common 
outlet.    The  tear  extends  from  the  jxjsterior  commissure  of  the  labia 
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back  through  the  perineum  and  the  sphincter  muscle  into  the  rec- 
tum luitl  fur  a  vjiriable  iliiftance  up  tlie  rectum  ami  vagina.  This 
injury    may   vary   from  a   superficial    tear,    barely   iuvolving   the 
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Speculum  introditced  into  the  Vairina.  showing  the  result  of  the  npetmlton. 

sphincter  mu-scle,  to  a  rupture  extending  one  or  more  iiiclies  up  the 
septum  toward  the  cervix.  The  cause  of  this  injury  is  parturition- 
dystochia  at  the  vaginal  outlet. 

One  of  the  coniniunest  causes  of  rupture  of  tlie  recto-vaginal 
septum  is  rapid  delivery  of  the  child's  head  with  forceps,  tluis 
bringing  the  head  down  upon  an  insufficiently  relaxed  outlet, 
and  substituting  a  hasty  delivery,  accomplished  during  a  few  pains, 
for  nature's  slow  equable  dilatation  attained  after  a  great  number 
of  de^*ents  of  the  head,  each  time  weilging  the  orifice  a  little  farther 
open.  The  rupture  in  these  cases  Ix-gins  at  or  withiu  the  posterif)r 
commissure,  and  extends  rapidly  back  over  the  skin,  jHrineum,  and 
tlirough  the  sphincter  into  the  anus  and  up  the  septum.  A  head, 
unusually  large,  or  one  which  has  not  been  susceptible  to  moulding, 
or  one  piTsisting  in  the  occipi to-posterior  position,  are  all  frequent 
occasions  of  this  injury. 

Tlie  immediate  dangers  from  sepsis  are  great  in  these  cases,  as 
in  all  <iifficult  lalwirs  involving  delay,  becau'*e  of  extensive  injury  to 
the  soft  j)arti!,  more  or  less  prolonged  manipulation,  and  especially 
the  subsequent  constant  contamination  of  the  lacerated  area  by  fecal 
discbarges. 

Symptoms. — The  common  symptom  is  incontinence  of  fecal  dis- 
charges and  flatus.   Where  the  rupture  has  merely  extended  through 
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the  sphincter  or  but  a  short  distance  beyoud,  it  is  possible  for  the 
subsequent  contraction  of  the  scar-tissue,  forming  between  ilie  two 
ends,  to  so  bind  them  together  and  give  the  sphincter  muscle  a.  point 
(Vappui,  that  it  will  remain  functionally  active  and  no  feces  will 
escape,  and  sometimes  the  patient  will  control  even  the  flatus.  It 
is  important  to  recognize  this  fact,  as  writers  have  positively  asserted 
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Fig.  1Q2. 


Normml  Sphincter;  nobrealc  In  the  contlnii- 
ily  cf  the  cirriilar  tlhres. 


Bllgbt  Solution  of  Continuity  In  the  Spbinnler 
fllled  in  wlih  connective  tiaue.    No  Im- 

pairmeutof  function. 


that  with  every  tear  of  the  sphincter  its  function  is  necessarily 
abrogated.  We  must  be  pre|>ared,  therefore,  to  meet  lacerations  of 
all  degrees — shallow  tears  in  which  (he  sphincter's  function  is  not 
ajiparently  interfered  with,  those  which  are  deeper,  but  in  which 


Fio.  193. 


Fio.  194. 


TvT 


BECTUM 


Solution  of  Continuity  Imperfectly  hrldeed 
over  Willi  connective  tissue,  rarlial  loss 
of  function. 


Sphincter  completely  Ruptured.    Divided,  enib 
t>elnK  widely  separated.    Complete  Ion  of 

function. 


some  control  of  feces  is  still  retained,  and  still  others  in  which  there 
is  a  complete  tear  resulting  in  absolute  incontinence,  the  flatus 
escaping  and  the  patient  soiling  herself  as  soon  as  the  desire  for 
evacuation  is  felt. 

Treatment. — The  only  successful  plan  of  treatment  is  reunion 
of  the  torn  surfaces  by  suture.  Such  an  expectant  jdan  as  binding 
the  knees  together  and  restraining  the  patient's  movements  after 
confinement,  is  to  be  rejected  as  worthless.  In  all  these  cases  the 
immediate  operation  is  called  for  witliin  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
labor.  If  performed  aseptically,  this  operation  will  invariably  be 
successful. 

The  Immediate  Operation. — If  the  patient  has  been  greatly 
exhausted  by  the  confinement,  or  if  the  physician  Is  not  prepared 
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to  perform  the  operation  properly  at  that  time,  he  may  dehiy  six, 
twelve,  eighteen,  or  even  twenty-fuiir  hours,  before  proceeding  to 
unite  the  tear.  The  operation  may  be  performed  at  once  or  after 
the  patient  has  had  a  refreshing  nap  and  some  stimulation  admin- 
istered. She  Is  brought  with  her  body  lying  transversely  across 
tlie  bed,  tlie  hips  resting  on  the  edge  on  a  perineal  pad,  which 
drains  into  a  bucket.  If  tlie  bed  have  a  spring  or  woven-wire 
mattress,  and  the  centre  sags  so  much  as  to  prevent  free  drain- 
age, a  board  similar  to  the  fracture-boanl  used  in  hospitals  shotdd 
bt!  inserted  beneatli  the  springs.  It  is  not  necessary  to  give  an 
anesthetic  unless  the  patient  be  so  nervous  as  to  be  unable  to 
control  herself,  as  the  traumatism  which  has  been  sufficient  to 
cause  the  rupture  has  also  produced  partial  anesthesia  of  the  soft 
parts  by  pressure,  A  little  moral  suasion  by  the  physician  will 
often  quiet  a  nervous  woman  sufficiently  to  .secure  her  intelli- 
gent co-operation  during  the  operation.  The  patient  will  some- 
times be  able  to  hold  her  own  legs  flexed  upon  the  abdomen  by 
placing  one  hand  under  each  knee,  but  it  is  always  better  to  em- 
ploy eome  form  of  leg-holder,  if  at  hand,  as  it  relieves  her  of  the 
tension.  The  leg-holder  described  in  the  chapter  on  Techutque  is 
the  one  which  is  best  employed.  It  is  placed  beneath  the  neck  at 
about  the  seventh  cervical  vertebra,  one  end  pa.ssing  over  the 
shoulder  and  in  front  of  the  clavicle,  the  other  behind  the  opposite 
shoulder  and  through  the  axillary  space  between  the  arm  and  side 
of  thorax,  after  wliich  both  ends  are  clafl|>ed  about  the  legs  imme- 
diately above  the  popliteal  spaces.  A  competent  nurse  or  assistant 
with  clean-wiu^hed  hands  stands  by  the  operator  ready  to  a.ssist. 

The  perineal  and  part  of  the  supra-pubic  hair  is  shaved  off,  and 
the  vagina  and  external  parts  thoroughly  cleansed,  first  with  soap 
and  water,  and  then  with  creoline  solution  (1  to  5  per  cent.),  or 
water  sterilized  by  boiling.  The  patient's  legs  and  thighs  are 
cf)vered  with  a  clean  sheet,  and  a  large  piece  of  gauze,  several  folds 
ihicic,  laid  between  the  thighs  over  the  buttocks  and  genitals  to 
prevent  contamination  of  the  hands,  instruments  and  ligatures  from 
the  patient's  body  during  the  o[>eratiou.  An  incision  through  the 
gauze  ex{>ose8  the  field  for  operation.  The  surgeon  takes  his  seat 
in  front  of  the  patient,  so  that  his  shoulders  are  almost  on  a  level 
wltli  the  vulva.  His  instruments  are  spread  out  in  an  orderly 
manner  on  a  low  table  to  his  right,  on  a  clean  sterilizetl  towel,  or 
in  a  tray,  covered  with  hot  water.     To  his  left,  is  placed  a  basin  of 
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waini  water  for  occasional  cleansing  of  his  liauds.  An  irrigator 
containing  two  quarts  of  water  at  a  tcinperature  (jf  abijiit  llO"  F. 
hangs  back  of  him  three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  bed. 

As  the  operator  separates  the  labia  with  his  left  hand,  the 
assistant  directs  the  water  on  the  parts  which  at  the  same  time 
he  gently  sponges  with  pledgets  of  absorbent  cotton. 

The  exteut  of  the  tear  into  the  rectum  and  up  into  the  vagina 
must  be  carefully  noted.  Ragged  tits  and  tissue  which  resembles 
large  blood-clots  must  be  trimmed  off  evenly  with  a  pair  of  sharp 
scissors. 

The  next  step  in  the  operation  may  properly  be  called  the 
reduction  of  the  compound  and  complicated  laceration  to  a  simple 
form  of  tear,  by  closing  the  rectal  part  of  the  rent.  This  is  aceocn- 
plished  by  passing  a  number  of  interrupted  .silk  sutures,  beginning 
at  the  angle  and  extending  down  to  and  inehiding  tlie  ends  of  the 
sphincter,  each  entering  and  emerging  on  the  torn  rectal  mucous 
membrane  and  penetrating  the  septum  one-eighlh  of  an  inch,  which 
is  ileep  enough  to  secure  a  firm  hold.  These  sutures  ai"e  then  tied 
from  above  downward  and  the  ends  dropped  into  the  rectum. 
There  then  remains  but  the  edges  of  a  deep  perineal  and  vaginal 
tear  to  be  approximated.  This  is  repaired  by  deep  sutures  of  silk- 
worm-gut, beginning  in  the  vagina  at  the  upi)er  angle  and  passing 
down  over  the  commissure  on  to  the  perineum  and  to  the  anus. 
Eacli  suture  extends  to  the  bottom  of  tlie  tear.  They  are  tied 
from  above  down,  as  introduced. 

The  lowermost  external  suture  must  enter  and  emerge  well 
behind  the  divided  ends  of  tlie  sphincter,  sweeping  deejily  around 
in  the  septum,  and  thus  binding  the  sphincter  firmly  together, 
while  the  silk  sutures  already  introduced  secure  accurate  approx- 
imation. About  four  silkworm-gut  sutures  to  the  inch  are  suificieni. 
The  patient  should  lie  quietly  in  bed,  but  she  need  not  be  restrained 
from  turning  over  gently  or  lying  on  her  side.  The  bowels,  instead 
of  being  locked,  should  be  freely  opened  on  the  second  day  by 
a  laxative,  followed,  if  need  be,  by  an  enema  given  with  extreme 
care.  If  an  enema  be  ordered,  careful  directions  as  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  should  be  given  to  the  nurse, 
as  great  injury  may  he  done  by  its  careless  use.  The  nozzle  should 
be  gently  introduced,  passed  back  toward  the  sacrum,  and  then  the 
contents  of  the  syi'inge  slowly  injected.  After  the  bowels  are 
opened,  a  mild  laxative  should  be  administered  every  day  or  so, 
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as  the  fecal  discharge  must  be  kept  soft  and  thus  straining  at  stool 
prevented.  The  vulv.il  orifice  iind  the  perineum  should  be  well 
sprinkled  with  iodoform  and  boric-acid  powder  (1  :  7),  and  pro- 
tected by  a  pad  of  sterilized  absorbent  cotton  loosely  applied  and 
renewed  three  or  four  times  daily.  In  eight  or  ten  days  the  stitches 
should  be  removed  by  placing  the  putient  in  the  sume  [losition 
as  at  the  operation.  The  external  sutures  should  be  removed 
by  drawing  each  to  one  side  and  cutting  its  loop,  and  then  by 
pulling  it  toward  the  side  on  which  the  loop  is  cut.  The  inside 
stitches  are  exposed  by  elevating  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  with 
a  narrow  Sims  speculum  or  a  retractor.  Each  stitch  is  caught  in 
turn  by  a  pair  of  forceps  and  lifted  up,  its  loop  cut.  and  the  suture 
removed. 

Th^i  Jnlermediate  Operation  for  Complete  Tear. — During  the 
process  of  granulation  and  formation  of  the  cicatrix,  the  wound  of 
a  complete  tear  presents  essentially  different  conditions  to  the 
operator  from  those  found  either  immediately  after  the  reception  of 
the  injury  or  later  in  the  secondary  period,  when  the  soar-tissue  has 
been  fully  formed.  From  the  seventh  to  the  fourteenth  days  the 
wound-area  is  covered  with  delicate  friable  granulations,  and  its 
margins  are  marked  by  pink  lines,  which  contract  until  finally  only 
a  linear  scar  remains.  The  operation  at  this  stage  may  be  per- 
formed with  case,  and  is  foUowetl  l>y  good  rasults.  The  patient  is 
brought,  as  before,  to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  a  pledget  of  cotton 
saturated  with  a  10  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine  hydrochlorate  laid 
over  the  whole  lacerated  area.  In  ten  minutes  the  operator  may 
take  his  seat  in  front  of  the  patient,  and  with  his  thumb  in  the  rec- 
tum and  his  linger  in  the  vagina  draw  one  side  of  the  torn  area  into 
view  and  thoroughly  denude  it  down  to  healthy  tissue  by  scraping 
off  all  tlie  granulations  with  a  sharp  scalpel.  The  older  the  wound 
the  greater  will  be  the  difliculty  of  denuding  its  margins  properly, 
and  in  some  cases  a  sharjt  [)air  of  scissors  will  l)e  necessiiry  to  com- 
plete this  part  of  the  denudation.  A  freely-oozing  surface  with 
sharp  margins  is  now  exposed.  The  sutures  are  then  passed  as  in 
the  immediate  operation. 

Secondary  OpiTafion  for  Complete  Tear. — The  secondary  opera- 
tion is  performed  at  any  time  after  the  formation  and  contraction  of 
the  ecar-tissue  is  completed.  Tt  must  be  remembered,  as  it  bears 
an  essential  relation  to  the  denudation  to  be  made,  that  the  area  of 
scar-tissue  at  this  stage  by  no  means  represents  the  area  of  the 
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original  injury.  Thf  broad  primitive  wound-surface  has  contracted 
down  into  narrow  linos  more  or  less  > <-<shaped,  the  lower  ex- 
tremities representing  tlie  position  of  the  sphincter  ends,  the  upper 
the  commissure,  and  the  transverse  bar  the  lower  margin  of  the  rec- 
to-vaginal septum.  The  denudation  must,  therefore,  be  made  to 
cover  an  area  widely  exaggerating  the  outlines  of  the  scar-tissue. 

The  sphincter  area  is  generally  characterized  by  a  shallow  pit, 
often  marked  by  little  dimples  at  either  extremity  of  the  septum, 
presenting  a  more  or  less  sharp  border,  beneath  which  pout  a 
few  tit**  of  tlie  deep-red  rectal  mucosa. 

Before  making  the  denudation  the  outlines  of  the  area  to  be 
denuded  must  be  mapped  out  with  the  point  of  a  scalpel.  This 
allows  a  rapid  denudation  to  be  made,  without  the  error  to  which 
one  is  liable  in  making  a  free-hand  denudation  with  tlie  scissors 
alone.  The  first  line  may  be  made  around  the  septum,  sjditting 
it  at  the  rectal  margin,  and  including  both  sphincter  ends ;  this 
line  is  continued  up  on  each  side  in  a  curve,  convex  backward  to  the 

Fm.  195. 
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Rupture  of  the  Reclo-vuKliiul  Septum:  Euds  of  Ihe  denuded  iphlncler  tbown  at  Ui«  ddes  of  Ihc  rectum. 

nyniphffi;  from  this  point  lines  on  both  sides  sweep  into  the  vagina, 
along  the  lateral  walls,  until  they  meet  in  a  point  up  in  the  vagina 
a  half  inch  or  more  above  the  incision  in  the  septum. 

The  denudation  is  rapidly  made  with  a  pair  of  curved  scissors 
and  a  tenaculum  or  rat-toothed  forceps.  The  lower  parts  should 
be  denuded  first,  so  that  that  which  follows  is  not  obscured  by  the 
blood.  The  tissue  is  removed  in  long  strips  until  the  whole  area 
.is  thus  i're.'iliened. 

The  sutures  are  introduced  as  described  in  the  immediate  opera- 
tion. First,  interrupted  silk  .sutures  clo.sing  the  rectal  side  of  the 
tear  from  the  angle  down  to  and  including  the  sphincter,  radiating 
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out  on  to  the  skin  surface.     The  sphincter  sutures  are  carefully 
introduced,  so  as  to  bring  the  ends  accurately  together.    The  ends 


Fig.  197. 


Fio.  196. 


Rectal  Sutures  in  PUce. 


Rectal  Sutures  Tied,  and  Sutures  in  place 
on  the  Vaginal  Surfluw. 


of  the  sphincter  muscle  are  held  together,  and  the  delicate  silk 
sutures  relieved  of  a  tension  they  cannot  stand,  by  one  or  two  silk- 


Fio.  198. 


Sutures  within  the  VaKliia  tied:  Kxtvrnal  Suturt'i* 
in  place. 


Shadi'd  Area  indlratCKtlicvxtent  of  tilt;  Tear 
in  the  Keuto-vaglnai  .><i-p(um. 


wonn-gut  sutures,  introduced  well  behind  one  of  the  divided  ends 
of  the  sphincter,  sweeping  around  in  tli(^  septum,  and  appearing  on 
the  skin  at  a  point  corresponding  to  the  point  of  entrunce. 
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The  remaining  sutures  are  passed,  beginniug  at  the  upper  angle 
of  the  denudation  in  the  vagina,  by  introducing  silkworm-gut 
sutures  about  four  to  the  inch,  and  extending  from  the  vaginal 
mucosa  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  septum.  By  the  time  all  the 
vaginal  sutures  have  thus  been  introduced  and  tied  the  skin  sur- 
face will  appear  as  a  shallow  pitf  requiring  only  a  few  silk  sutures 
to  bring  the  edges  into  accurate  apposition. 

After  the  completion  of  the  operation  the  urine  should  be  drawn, 
the  vagina  cleansed  of  blood  and  dried  out  with  pledgets  of  absorb- 
ent cotton,  iodoform  and  boric-acid  powder  sprinkled  over  the  sur- 
face and  between  the  lips  of  the  vulva,  an<l  a  pad  of  loose  absorbent 
cotton  laid  between  the  thighs  and  held  in  place  by  a  T-bandage. 
The  urine  should  not  be  drawn  after  the  operation  unless  the 
patient  is  unable  to  pass  it  Each  time  after  urinating  the  vulva 
ehould  be  carefully  dried  with  absorbent  cotton  and  powder,  and 
fresh  cotton  applied.  The  bowels  should  be  opened  not  later 
than  the  third,  preferably  on  the  second  day,  and  should  then  be 
kept  open  by  a  dally  evacuation.  The  patient  should  tjike  a  pur- 
gative pill  or  saline  purge,  followed  by  an  enema  in  six  or  eight 
hours  if  a  natural  soft  movement  does  not  follow.  Extreme  care 
must  be  observed  in  giving  the  enema  not  to  allow  the  point  of 
the  syringe  to  impinge  on  the  stitclies  in  its  introductioti. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  bind  the  limbs  ;  ou  the  contrary,  consider- 
able liberty  of  movement  may  be  allowed  without  separation  of  the 
legs.  The  sutures  should  be  removed,  as  in  the  preceding  opera- 
tions, in  from  eight  to  ten  days. 


GENITAL  FISTULi). 


Genital  fistulse  are  abnormal  avenues  of  fecal  or  urinary  dis- 
charge, by  means  of  which  some  portion  of  the  urinary  tract  or  the 
bowel  communicates  with  the  genital  tract  or  the  exterior  of  the 
body. 

Fecal  fistulse  are  formed  by  a  communication  between  the  rec- 
tum or  the  small  intestine,  and  the  uterus,  vagina,  or  bladder. 

Urinary   fistulse  are   formed   by  a   ureter  emptying  into   the 

Fio.  200. 


The  Varioui  Form*  of  Vesical  Ftstuln- ;  r,  ti,  vcnioo-utcrlne ;  v,  r,  u,  vesico-vaglno-utcrine ;  r,  v, 
Teslco-vaginal ;  u,  v,  urcthro-vagiiml. 

uterus  or  vagina,  by  the  bladder  discharging  into  the  uterus  or 
vagina,  or  by  an  opening  from  the  urethra  into  the  vagina. 


Ureteral  Fistul.e. 

Ureteral  fistulee  are  sometimes  congenital,  <lischarging  low  down 
near  the  external  urethral  orifice :  they  commonly  arise,  however, 
from  severe  labors  in  which  the  laceration  has  extended  through 
the  cervix  and  beyond  into  the  vault  of  the  vagina  and  out  into  the 
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broad  ligujiieiit,  tearing  the  ureter.  After  granulation  and  cicatri- 
zation are  completed  the  ureter  will  be  found  discliargiiig  into  the 
uterus  or  vault  of  the  vagina. 

Diagnosis. — This  can  he  made  by  wutcliing  the  mouth  of  the 
\vond>  or  tlie  ismall  orifice  in  the  vault  of  tlie  vagina,  when  the  urine 
will  be  seen  di.scliarging  at  intervals  of  a  few  .seconds  to  a  minute  or 
more  in  small  jets.  The  patient  complains  of  a  constant  discharge 
of  urine,  and  yet  she  passes  urine  from  the  bladder  in  considerable 
quantity,  which  collects  from  the  other  kidney,  at  regular  intervals. 
The  injection  of  an  aniline  solution  into  the  bladder  brings  no  cor- 
responding discharge  from  the  fistula ;  on  the  contrary,  its  dis- 
charges remain  clear.  Especial  care  must  be  taken  not  to  be  mis- 
led in  the  diagnosis  when  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  constantly 
liraining  the  bladder,  exists  with  a  uretero-uterine  fistida.  If  the 
ureteral  orifice  can  be  seen  and  a  catheter  introduced,  it  pa^sses  in 
the  direction  characteristic  of  the  ureter ;  that  is,  to  the  back  part 
of  the  pelvis  and  up  toward  the  pelvic  brim,  and  possibly  over  the 
brim  up  toward  the  kidney.  The  intermittently  flowing  urine  can 
be  collected  from  the  outer  end  of  the  catheter. 

Treatment. — The  cure  of  a  ureteral  fistula  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable difliculty,  and  should  only  be  undertaken  by  a  surgeon  of 
considerable  skill  m  plastic  work. 

When  the  ureter  etupties  into  the  uterus  high  up  out  of  sight, 
the  corresponding  kidney  has  been  extirpated  by  some  surgeons  as 
the  ouly  means  within  their  power  of  relieving  the  patient  from  the 
constant  flow.  The  sacrifice  of  the  kidney,  however,  is  a  procedure 
repulsive  to  the  surgeon  for  tlie  relief  of  a  condition  apparently  so 
trivial.  A  better  plan  is  the  following:  The  patient  is  placed 
in  the  left  lateral  or  the  dorsal  posture,  and  the  posterior  vaginal 
wall  retracted  with  a  8ims  speculum.  The  anterior  lip  of  tlie 
cervix  is  Ciiught  by  a  pair  of  bullet  forceps  and  the  uterus  drawn 
«lown.  If  it  is  not  evident,  on  account  of  the  deep  cervical  lacera- 
tion and  the  scar-tissue,  on  which  side  the  fistula  lies,  the  cervix  is 
split  up  until  the  orifice  is  visible.  If  the  side  on  which  the  fistula 
is  located  can  be  detected,  the  cervix  is  separated  for  half  or  two- 
thirds  of  its  extent  from  the  vagiuid  vault  and  gratlually  drawn 
downward.  The  cellular  tissue  is  slowly  and  carefully  peeled  up 
on  that  side  until  the  ureter  is  found  at  the  fistulous  orifice. 

After  freeing  the  ureter  for  from  a  half  to  one  inch  out  into  the 
cellular  tissue,  it  is  severed  from  its  uterine  attachment.    Anantero- 
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posterior  incision  is  made  in  tlie  supravaginal  |jortiou  ot"  the  l>lad- 
der  about  a  half  inch  long.  The  end  of  the  ureter  is  cui  olf 
quite  obliquely  and  turaied  into  the  bhidder,  and  !lie  incision  clo>jed 
it)  such  a  manner  as  to  retain  the  ureter  in  place,  by  passing  iwo 
or  tliree  of  the  sutures  which  close  the  incision  in  the  following 
way :  the  first  hj  as  to  eatch  one  side  of  the  incision  except  the 
mucosa,  enough  of  the  under  wall  of  the  ureter  to  hold  it,  and  the 
op|>o8ite  side  of  the  incision.  Tlie  next  suture  catches  the  bladder- 
walls  a  little  ninre  superficially,  but  includes  the  ureter  in  the  same 
manner.  Each  of  the  following  sutures  })roceeding  from  LmjIow 
upward  is  passed  more  8U])erficiully  until  the  upper  limit  of  the 
incision  is  reached.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  narrow  this  jjart  of 
the  incision  so  as  to  compress  the  ureter.  Two  or  three  superficial 
sutures  catching  the  bladder-wall  and  outer  coat  of  the  ureter  com- 
plete the  union  on  all  sides.  The  inei,sion  in  the  vault  may  now  be 
closed  by  fine  silk  or  silkworm-gut  sutures,  or  it  may  be  packed 
loosely  with  iodoform  gauze. 

Uretero-vagiual  fistuke  may  be  closed  by  f)assing  a  sound  into  the 
ureteral  orifice  and  dissecting  up  the  ureter  for  about  a  third  of  an 
inch,  opening  the  bladder  just  above  the  end  of  the  ureter,  turning 
its  end  into  the  bladder,  and  cK>9ing  the  incision  by  sutures  ou  the 
vaginal  side. 

Another  method  is  to  open  tlie  bladder  close  to  the  ureteral 
orifice,  and  pass  a  catheter  through  the  urethra  and  bladder  and 
tlirough  the  opening  into  the  ureter.  The  short  portion  of  tlie 
catheter  visible  in  the  vagina  is  then  shut  in  by  an  ova!  denudation 
embracing  both  vesical  and  ureteral  openings.  Careful  transverse 
union  with  deep  sutures  of  silkworm-gut  and  superficial  sutures  of 
silk  then  establish  the  channel  of  communicatiou  between  ureter 
and  bladder. 


Vesical  Fistula 

Vesieo-uterine  fistula;  vesico-utero-vaginal  fistula;  vesico-vagi- 
nal  fistula. 

Vejsico-uterine  Fistula. — In  this  form  of  fistula  there  is  a  <lirect 
comniunicatioD  between  the  bladder  and  cervical  canal,  .so  that  the 
tirine  escapes  constantly  through  the  os  uteri  externum.  The 
demonstration  of  the  vesical  involvement  can  easily  be  made  by 
injecting  a  colored  fluid  into  the  bladder,  when  it  will  be  seen  to 
esaipe  from  the  cervix. 
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Treatment. — Tlie  musculo-fibrous  tissue  formins:  the  cervical 
canal  has  a  reraarkiible  tendency  to  contract  and  close  sponta- 
neously any  fistnlous  opening  arising  from  a  severe  labor.  If, 
therefore,  but  a  abort  time  has  eUipscd  sine*  the  receipt  of  the 


Fig.  201. 
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Vcslao-uterine  Fistulft.    Course  Utcen  by  llie  uriiK-  indicated  by  arrows, 

injury,  the  operator  can  well  afford  to  wait  a  few  weeks  or  months 
until  he  sees  what  nature  alone  will  be  able  to  accomplish. 

Persistent  fistulas  may  be  closed  one  of  three  ways :  Where  the 

Fig.  202. 
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Vtsalco-uterlne  F[»mU  dlvtilod  Into  two  channels  by  a  Scplara  of  Scai^tlsme. 

fistula  is  situated  high  up  in  tlie  uterus  and  the  amount  of  cica- 
tncial  contniction  in  the  viigina  prevent.s  a  proper  exposure,  the 
abdomen  may  be  opened  in  the  median  line  just  above  the  syraphy- 
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818,  the  uterus  drawn  out  of  the  incision,  the  peritoneum  incised 
transversely  at  the  vesico-uterine  fold,  and  the  bladder  carefully 
disset^ted  from  the  uterus  until  the  fistula  is  reached.  The  bladder 
should  l>e  emptied,  the  fisstula  cut  through,  and  the  opening  in  the 
bladder  closed  by  a  series  of  interrupted  silk  sutures,  four  or  five 
to  the  half  inch,  including  the  whole  wall  dowu  to  the  mucosa. 
The  edges  of  the  opening  in  the  uterus  should  be  freshened  and 
drawn  together  bj'  a  row  of  interrupted  silk  sutures.  After  care- 
fully cleansing  the  field,  the  peritoneum  may  be  re-attached  to  the 
uterus,  the  field  of  operation  entirely  concealed,  and  the  abdomen 
closed. 

The  second  method  is  the  reverse  of  the  first,  in  that  the  vaginal 
vault  is  incised  in  front  of  the  cervix,  and  the  dissection  carried  up 
between  the  bladder  and  the  uterus  until  the  fistula  is  severed.  This 
18  closed  by  a  row  of  interrupted  silk  sutures  through  the  thick- 
ness of  the  bladder-wall,  exclusive  of  the  mucosa.  The  uterine 
opening  may  be  left  to  itself,  ami  a  small  strip  of  iodoform  gauze 
pushed  up,  anterior  to  the  cervix  and  under  the  fistula.  The  vagina 
is  also  loosely  packed  with  gauze,  which  is  renewed  in  three  or  four 
days.  At  the  end  of  a  week  the  pack  is  left  out  and  a  daily  vagi- 
nal douche  of  a  warm  boric-acid  .solution  given. 

Third  Method. — Where  the  fistula  lies  near  the  vault  of  the 
vagina  the  cervix  may  be  split  up  into  the  track  of  the  fistula, 

Flu.  203. 
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VcalOO-lil«n>-vft4|lnal  Plutula,  In  which  the  t^mterlnr  lip  t>r  Uie  oervU  U  (lMtrO]r«d. 


which  is  freshened  from  the  bladder  to  the  uterine  surface.  If 
necessary,  sufficient  cervical  tissue  should  be  cut  away  from  the 
sides  of  this  incision,  so  that  the  denuded  fistula  forms  the  apex  of 
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a  wedge,  ami  is  clof3ed  when  the  sides  of  the  cervix  are  brought 
together.  8ilkworin-gut  sutures  are  applied  by  carrying  from  two 
to  four  tlircHigh  from  the  vaginal  surface  of  the  cervix;  when  these 
are  tied  tlie  fistulous  area  is  efficieutly  closecL  The  sutures  should 
be  removed  in  about  ten  daj's, 

Vesico-utero-vayiiial  Fistula — lu  iistulse  of  this  character  the 
opening  is  at  the  cervico- vaginal  junction  in  front,  median,  or  to 
one  side  of  the  middle  line.  The  neighboring  cervical  tissue  is 
cicatrioliil,  and  there  is  usually  marked  loss  of  substance.  Where 
there  is  much  cicatricial  tissue  in  the  cervix,  it  is  best  t-o  draw  the 
cervix  downward  and  backward  and  dissect  the  bladder  with  the 
fistuhx  free  from  the  uterus,  for  a  short  distance  above  the  vaginal 
vault.  The  fistula  should  then  be  treated  by  making  a  denudation 
extending  from  tlie  vesical  mucosa  out  on  to  tlie  vaginal  surface 
about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  broad. 

If  the  fistula  is  transverse  to  the  axis  of  the  vagina,  the  tissue 
above  should  be  brought  down  to  the  tissue  below  by  a  row  of  silk- 
worm-gut sutures,  entered  a  short  distance  ofl'  from  the  denuded 
surface  and  passing  down  to  the  mucosa  of  the  bladder.  These 
sutures  should  be  passed  about  five  to  the  inch.  They  should  be 
brought  snugly  together  without  constricting  the  tissues.  Where 
the  tis.sue  pouts  between  these  deejicr  sutures,  the  work  of  approx- 
imation may  be  completed  by  superficial  silk  sutures.  If  the  long 
axis  of  the  fistula  is  in  the  axis  of  the  vagina,  the  stitches  should 
be  passed  from  side  to  side. 

Veslco-vaginal  FiMula. — A  direct  fistulous  communication  be- 
tween the  b]ad<ler  and  the  vagina  is  the  cla.ssical  aflection,  brought 
within  the  reach  of  the  surgeon's  skill  by  the  labors  of  Sims  and 
Emmet.  The-c  fistnUe  arise  from  protracted  labors,  in  which  the 
fistulous  part  of  the  blatlder  has  been  compressed  sufficiently  long, 
between  the  head  of  the  child  and  the  symphysis  pubis,  to  produce 
a  slough,  which  comes  away  in  from  three  tlays  to  a  week  after  labor. 
leaving  the  artificial  opening.  It  may  also  arise  from  direct  injury 
of  the  tissue  while  using  the  forceps  ;  they  are  more  often  the  con- 
sequence, however,  of  the  want  of  the  forceps  to  obviate  the  delay. 

These  fistulre  vary  in  size  from  a  pin-point  to  one  or  two  inches 
in  diameter.  The  small  ones  are  usually  the  remains  of  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  to  close  a  larger  fistula.  In  form,  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula 
is  round,  oval,  or  irregular.  One  of  the  most  im[)ortant  complica- 
tions of  the  condition  is  a  cicatricial  contraction  of  the  vagina  and 
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the  presence  of  cicatricial  bands  extending  from  the  fistula  out  on 
to  the  vaginal  walls. 

Treatment. — Where  the  vagina  is  contracted  by  scar-tissue,  this 
must  be  divided  in  one  or  more  places  and  stretched  so  as  to  afford 
an  ample  exposure  of  the  fistula.     The  attempted  closure  of  the 
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Ve(lco>vaclii«l  ItttnU;  bladrtcr  idherent  to  the  uterui  along  the  darkly-thtded  (Ine. 

fistula  will  succeed  in  direct  ratio  to  the  satisfactory  exposure,  which 
allows  every  step  of  the  operation  to  be  accurately  conducted. 

If  the  vagina  is  erodeil  and  coated  with  phospliatic  concretions. 
this  condition  should  be  relieved  by  weak  warm  boric-acid  douches — 
al)out  a  teaspoonful  to  the  quart — and  the  erosions  should  be  occa- 
sionally touched  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  about  6  or 
10  graiuH  to  the  nuiice.  The  ojieration  can  Ix'  most  conveniently 
performed  with  the  patient  in  tlio  lithotomy  position,  with  well- 
flexed  tliigh.s  iield  up  on  the  abdometi  by  a  leg-holder  and  the 
buttocks  resting  on  the  perineal  pad  for  drainage.  The  poete- 
rior  vaginal  wall  is  then  retracted  by  a  Sims  speculum.  The 
denudation  of  tln'  margin.'?  of  the  fistula  i.s  made  by  marking  with 
a  sharp  knife  the  outer  limit  of  the  area  to  bo  detnuled,  from  a 
quarter  to  an  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  edge  of  the  fistula.  With 
a  fine  right-angled  tenaculum  or  a  pair  of  long  fine  rat-tooth  for- 
cejw  the  operator  catche.s  lioid  of  a  piece  of  the  tissue  thus  out- 
lined, lifts  it  up  a  little,  ami  jirticeeds  to  denude  the  whole  down 
to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder.  The  denudation  may 
be  accomplished  with  a  sharp  small-bladed  knife,  but  it  will 
be  more  easily  ma<le  by  means  of  a  long  pair  of  scissors,  with 
delicate  blades  coming  to  a  sharp  point,  slightly  curved  on  the  flat 
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surface.  No  undenuded  islets  of  tissue  should  be  left  to  interfere 
with  the  union  after  approximation.  The  direction  in  which  the 
tissues  should  be  brought  together  depends  upon  the  form  and  size 
of  the  fistuKa.  In  the  case  of  small  fistulse  it  is  immaterial;  in  cir- 
cular fi.stulffi  the  vaginal  tis.><ue  yields  most  readily  in  dravving  the 
upper  border  down  to  the  lower,  shortening  the  vagina,  and  placing 
the  scar  across  its  axis.  A  long,  oblique  fistuhi  should  be  approx- 
imated in  the  direction  of  ita  long  axis.  The  edges  of  a  round 
fistuhi  cannot  be  accurately  brought  together,  and  it  becomes  often- 
times necessary  to  dissect  out  a  V-shaped  piece  at  each  end  of  the 
fistula,  rendering  the  opening  elongated  and  its  edges  easy  of 
approxinTati(}n.  Two  sorts  of  sutures  should  be  used  in  approx- 
imating the  denuded  margins^ — silkworm-gut  for  the  deep,  and  tine 
silk  for  the  superticlal  stitches. 

The  sutures  should  be  a]>plied  by  means  of  a  small  curved  needle 
with  a  silk  loop  as  a  carrier.  The  first  one  may  be  placed  at 
either  end  or  often,  conveniently,  in  the  middle.  If  the  fi;^tula 
is  a  large  one  it  may  be  tied  at  once,  facilitating  the  even  closure  on 
both  sides  of  it.  Each  silkworm-gut  suture  should  enter  the  vagi- 
nal mucosa  from  an  eighth  to  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch  from  the  edge 
of  the  denudiition  and  appear  at  the  margin  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane  of  the  bladder,  to  re-enter  at  the  mucous  margin  on  the 
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Operattun  tor  Vesico-raKlnal  FUtuU.    Bladiler  dlswrtetl  awiiy  from  utenw,  and  (Utch««  tntro- 
duced  preparatory  to  clocure. 


opposite  side  and  reappear  on  the  vaginal  mucosa  at  a  point  cor- 
responding to  the  point  of  entrance.  Nu  suture  should  be  allowed 
to  penetrate  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder,  else  it  is  liable 
to  become  the  point  of  a  future  fistula.  Five  or  six  similar  sutures 
to  the  inch  should  be  inserted,  ;ind  one  just  at  or  just  l)eyond  each 
angle.     These  sutures  should  then  be  brought  together  and  tied 
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snugly,  approximating  the  tissues  witlioiit  struiigulsition.  Tlie 
ptjuting  tissue  between  tliese  deep  stitches  should  he  approxi- 
raaied  by  fine  silk  ones. 

The  ends  of  the  sutures  should  be  cut  about  a  half  inch  long» 
and  a  loose  iodoform  gauze  pack  placed  in  the  vagina.  Should 
there  be  any  tension  whatever  upon  the  sutures,  longitudinal  incis- 
ions should  be  made  deep  in  the  scar-tissue  on  both  sides  of  the 
fistulous  opening  until  all  tendency  to  tension  is  relieved.  These 
incisions  should  be  made  short,  so  that  they  may  be  closed  by 
stitches  introduced  in  the  direction  of  their  long  axes,  thus  further 
relieving  the  tension.  This  precaution  is  ofr.entimes  absolutely  nec- 
essary to  the  success  of  the  operation  on  the  fistula. 

Under  no  circumstances  should  a  sigmoid  or  other  catheter  be 
pladed  in  the  bladder  fur  permanent  drainage. 

F(U"  the  first  three  days  the  patient  should  be  catheterized  every 
three  hours,  after  which  .she  may  be  allovvetl  to  void  her  urine, 
taking  care  not  to  hold  it  longer  than  six  houi-s,  until  the  sixth 
day,  when  she  may  be  allowed  to  pass  the  niglit  without  waking. 
In  the  case  of  smaller  fistidie  the  patient  may  void  her  urine  from 
the  very  first.  If  the  vaginal  pack  becomes  wet  or  soiled,  it  should 
be  i*emoved  at  once,  otherwise  it  may  be  left  in  place  for  two  days, 
when  itslioultl  be  removed  and  the  vagina  allowed  to  remain  empty, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  use  a  vaginal  douche  at  any  time  unless  there 
is  a  discharge  from  the  vagina.  All  the  sutures  should  be  removed 
in  from  eight  to  ten  days. 

Urethral  FistultB. — A  fistula  following  labor  and  involving  the 
urethra  is  ustudly  small  an<l  of  its  interior  half — that  part  pro- 
jecting into  the  vagina.  Fistulfe  in  the  long  axis  of  the  urethra 
are  at  times  made  artificially  by  Emmet's  operation,  to  relieve  vesi- 
cal tenesmus.  In  closing  the  fistula,  if  small,  the  denudation  may 
extend  in  a  circle  arounil  il  in  u  manner  simihir  to  the  vesico-vagi- 
nal  fistula;  if  large,  a  wedge  may  be  cut  out  of  the  under  part  of 
tlie  urethra  with  the  iistula  at  its  base,  and  the  denuded  surfaces 
brought  together  by  silk  sutures,  extending  down  to  the  mucosa 
and  applied  close  together  and  with  extreme  accuracy. 

Fecal  FisTutufi. 

Fecal  fistulw  are  abnormal  avenues  for  the  escape  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  small  or  large  lx)wel,  either  by  the  vagina  or  the  blad- 
der.    The  large  })owel  is  almost  invariably  involved.     The  fistu- 
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lous  orifice,  having  no  sphincter,  affords  an  avenue  for  the  con- 
stant escape  of  fecal  matter  when  the  contents  of  the  bowel  are 
fluid.  If  the  fistula  is  small,  opening  into  the  sigmoid  flexure  or 
rectum,  and  the  contents  of  the  bowel  formed,  the  e^ciipe  of  feces 
may  occur  but  rarely. 

One  of  the  most  common  and  distressing  symptoms  of  these  fis- 
tulffi  is  the  more  or  less  frequent  escape  of  intestinal  gases,  which 
pass  out  with  an  audible  bubbling  or  hissing  noise,  and  by  the  evi- 
dent odor,  distresses  the  patient,  so  that  she  finally  entirely  avoids 
society  and  remains  at  home  brooding  over  her  ailment. 

Recio-vaginal  Flatula. — Recto-vaginal  fistulse  are  the  most  fre- 
quent ;  they  consist  in  a  communication  between  the  rectum  and 
the  vagina  through  the  recto-vaginal  septum,  at  some  point  between 
the  cervix  uteri  and  the  vulva. 

Recto-vaginal  fistulse  in  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina  are  not 
uncommon  sequehe  of  a  cancer  of  the  cervix  uteri,  due  to  a  destruc- 
tion of  the  upper  part  of  the  septum.  In  most  of  the  cases  of  this 
class  the  disea.se  is  already  in  its  last  stages,  and  nothing  can  be  done 
to  cure  the  aifection.  The  duty  of  the  physician  is  limited  to  keep- 
ing the  parts  as  clean  as  possible  by  repeated  irrigations  witli  warm 
water  slightly  medicated  with  boric  or  carbolic  acid. 

Recto-vaginal  fistula;  in  the  lower  part  of  the  vagina  and  recto- 
vulval  fistula;  commonly  arise  from  imperfect  union  of  the  tissues 
after  an  attempt  to  repair  a  complete  tear  of  the  septum.  When 
these  fistulfle  are  reduced  to  the  size  of  a  pin's  head,  the  closure  may 
be  effected" by  stimulating  the  tract  with  ciuitharidis  or  a  little  nitric 
acid. 

Fistulee  may  be  closed  by  making  a  broad  denudation,  extend- 
ing from  the  sound  tissue,  around  and  deep  down  into  the  fistula, 
and  then  passing  sutures,  one  or  two  deep,  of  silkworm-gut,  and 
the  remainder  of  silk,  from  sitie  to  side,  just  as  in  a  vt^ico-vagi- 
nal  fistula  operation.  A  loose  iodoform  gauze  pack  should  be 
plaeetl  in  the  vagina.  On  the  eighth  day  all  sutures  should  be 
removed. 

When  the  fintula  is  bounded  on  one  si<le  by  a  thin  band  of  cica- 
tricial tissue  or  is  much  over  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  the 
best  course  to  pursue  in  its  treatment  is  usually  to  cut  through  the 
scar-tissue,  thoroughly  denude  the  fistulous  area,  thus  reproducing 
the  original  injury,  and  secure  stnig  apposition  throughout  with 
greater  ease  and   without  constricting  the  tissues. 
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The  suture  and  after-treatment  of  these  cases  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  cases  of  complete  tear  of  the  septum. 

When  the  small  intestine  opens  into  the  bladder  at  some  point 
within  the  upper  pelvic  cavity,  the  only  plan  of  treatment  is  to 
open  the  abdomen,  find  the  fistulous  tract,  and  sever  the  adherent 
intestine  from  the  bladder,  taking  care,  when  necessary,  to  sacri- 
fice rather  the  bladder  than  the  bowel.  This  part  of  the  operation 
will  usually  prove  difficult,  owing  to  numerous  surrounding  adhe- 
sions among  the  bowels,  which  must  be  separted  with  pains-taking 
care.  After  loosening  the  knuckle  of  bowel  from  the  bladder, 
each  viscus  should  be  carefully  protected  by  thick  pieces  of  gauze 
to  avoid  contamination  of  the  surrounding  peritoneum,  and  the 
opening,  first  of  the  intestine,  then  of  the  bladder,  should  be  closed 
by  a  sero-muscular  or  a  rectangular  suture. 


DISTORTIONS  AND  MALPOSITIONS. 


Distortions  and  malpositions  of  tlie  uterus  may  result  from 

incomplete  lapurotomies  or  those  iu  which  drainage  has  been  em- 
ployed. Adhesions  forming  aroinul  the  drain  produce  the  most 
fantastic  twists  and  bends  in  the  uterus.  Neoplasms  and  diseases 
of  adjoining  organs  also  cause  Hexions  and  displacements  of  the 
uterus,  but  such  conditions  will  not  be  described  here. 

The  more  common  forms  are  anteflexion,  retroflexion,  retrover- 
sion, prolapsus,  and  inversion.  It  must  be  born  in  mind  that  there 
is  no  position  of  the  organ  which  is  normal  to  all  women.  The 
uterus  is  a  movable  body,  varying  in  its  position  in  answer  to  the 
condition  of  the  bladder,  rectum,  and  other  pelvic  and  abdominal 
organs.  It  must  not  be  assumed  because  a  given  wond)  be  found 
with  its  fundus  behind  the  long  axis  of  the  pelvis,  in  a  retrotlcxed 
or  retroverted  position,  or  before  it,  in  an  anteverted  or  anteflexed 
position,  that  the  symptoms  from  which  the  woman  in  suffering 
come  from  the  womb.  Any  of  these  positions  may  exist  and  be 
perfectly  natural  and  normal  to  that  particular  individuaL 

Falholor/ical  Anieversion  is  described  by  some  authors,  but  we 
have  never  seen  a  case  unless  the  uterus  were  disjdaced  by  a  neo- 
plasm, or  adhesions  or  the  distortion  of  some  adjacent  organ  was 
to  blame  for  the  malposition.  The  uterus  naturally  follows  the 
movements  uf  the  bladder,  and  is  iHstinctly  uoruially  anteverted 
when  the  bladder  is  empty. 


Anteflexion. 
This  occurs  in  two  chief  forms.  In  simple  anteflexion  the  axis 
of  the  cervix  and  the  cervix  itself  occupy  to  the  vagina  a  normal 
relation.  But  the  body  is  sharply  bent  upon  the  cervix.  These 
uteri  are  found  high  in  the  pelvis,  drawn  up  toward  the  promon- 
tory of  the  sacrum.  The  uterus  is  soraewliat  fixed  in  that  posi- 
tion, limiting  downward  mobility.     The  result  is  that  while  tlic 
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woman  is  erect  the  entire  intra-abdominal  pressure  falls  directly 
upon  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  uterus,  and  the  condition  is  still 
more  aggravated.  Whether  this  flexion  be  due  to  inflammatory 
shortening  of  the  utero-sacral  ligaments,  thus  drawing  u])  the 
cervix,  is  not  ]>roven,  but  ]>ossibly  suck  is  the  case.  The  cervix  is 
short  and  fairly  well  open,  but  sometimes  stenotic.  The  sound 
shows  the  depth  of  the  uterus  to  be  normal  and  the  point  of  flexure 
at  the  internal  os,  or  the  whole  organ  may  be  of  much  decreased 
ftize  (infantile  uterus).     The  posterior  wall  opposite  the  flexure  is 
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thinned,  while  the  anterior  is  thickened.  The  endometrium  is 
usually  atrophied  and  poor  in  lymphoid  elements.  This  is  the 
common  picture.  But  there  may  instead  be  marked  hypertrophy. 
Th<*  cfrvical  canal  luis  lost  much  of  its  slit-like  form,  and  is  more 
tubular. 

Symptoms. — The  patient  usually  gives  some  such  history  as  this: 
8he  menstruates  regularly.  A  few  hours  before  the  flow  appears 
Uiere  is  a  good  deal  of  pain  located  behind  the  pubes,  intermittent 
and  crampy  in  character,  or   continuous,  severe,  and   with  spas- 
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modic  exacerbations.  A  clotted  flow  appears  which  aftbrds  re- 
lief for  a  time.  She  uses  one  or  two  napkins  the  first  day  or  so, 
and  after  lasting  two  or  three  days  the  flow  becomes  thin  and 
watery.  It  is  followed  for  u  longer  or  sliorter  lime  by  a  milky  dis- 
churge  which  is  nnirritating,  but  disagreeable.  Wlien  the  patient 
is  up  she  has  to  urinate  freqneutly,  but  is  not  troubled  at  night. 
Upon  examination  the  uterus  is  found  high  up,  the  cervix  small, 
and  the  fundus  is  easily  detected  a.s  a  rounded  nodule  above  the 
anterior  lip.  Rectal  examination  is  exceedingly  valuable,  in  that 
it  determines  the  absence  of  the  fundus  from  its  normal  position. 
If  it  is  neces-sary  to  use  the  sound,  the  instrument  shows  the  flexure 
and  its  degree.  Before  being  passed  it  should  be  bent  to  the  ap])ar- 
ent  angle  of  the  flexure,  inid  no  force  should  be  used  in  its  intro- 
duction. Downward  traction  on  the  uterus  by  a  tenacuhini  les.sen8 
the  degree  of  bend  and  facilitates  the  introduction  of  the  instru- 
ment. The  cervical  plug  of  mucus  is  opaque  and  milky  or  clear, 
seldom  purulent.  i>eeondary  cervical  erosion  and  inflammation  is 
not  common.  The  appearance  of  the  cervix  varies  greatly  in  dif- 
ferent cases.  Commonly  the  external  os  is  a  rounded  hole,  and  the 
cervix  more  or  less  conical.  The  narrowing  of  the  canal  may  be  so 
marked  (hat  a  [)rube  is  with  great  difficulty  introduced.  This  Is 
of  no  great  diagnostic  importance,  as  it  is  rare  tliat  the  outlines 
of  the  uterus  cannot  be  detected  by  the  bimanual  touch.  These 
cases  are  commonly  associated  with  vaginismus  in  the  unmarried 
and  with   dyspareunia  and  sterility   in  the  married. 

The  other  common  form  of  anteflexion  is  still  more  interesting, 
and  may  be  designated  as  antefiexHjn  with  retroversion.  The  body 
of  the  uterus  occupies  nearly  a  normal  relationship  to  the  bladder 
and  pelvic  walls,  or  may  be  somewhat  retroverted.  The  cervix  is 
so  sharjdy  bent  u])on  the  body  that  its  axis  is  the  same  as  that  of 
the  vagina.  It  is  always  hypertrophied,  and  may  even  be  so  long 
as  to  project  from  the  vulva.  The  whole  organ  is  somewhat  lower 
in  the  pelvis  than  normal.  The  condition  is  really  one  of  hyper- 
trophied  cervix  bent  upon  the  body,  with,  possibly,  some  retropo- 
sition  and  descent  of  the  latter.  The  greater  the  hypertrophy  the 
more  the  descent  and  backward  displacement  of  the  body. 

Examination  shows  the  enlarged  cervix,  often  with  a  conical 
end  and  circular  os  externum.  The  body  is  not  always  felt  per 
vaginam,  but  is  readily  found  by  rectal  examination. 

Because  of  the  elongation  of  the  cervix,  introduction  of  the  sound 
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is  difficult.  The  total  length  of  the  canal  is  increased,  but  that  of 
the  body  is  about  normal.  If  the  organ  be  pushed  high  in  the 
pelvis,  the  cervical  elongation  decreases,  and  the  fundus  falls  for- 
ward on  the  bladder.  The  posterior  lip  is  much  longer  than  the 
anterior.  The  endometrium  is  the  seat  of  hypG'rtn)])liie  changes, 
€8|)ecially  at  the  os  internum.  Downward  traction  increases  the 
backward   tendency  of  the  body. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  in  all  these  cases  of  anteflexion  the 
bladder  is  attached  to  the  uterus  abnormally  high. 

ISo  far,  no  attempt  hius  been  made  to  exphun  the  pathogeny  of 
these  two  lesions.  That  simple  anteflexion  is  a.ssoeiated  with  short- 
ening of  the  utero-sacral  ligaments  is  undoubted.  Whether  this 
shortening  be  congenital  or  aoquire<l  may  possibly  be  determined. 
Transverse  sections  of  the  .child  show  that  the  os  inirrniim  (wcu- 
piea  a  position  relative  to  a  line  drawn  from  the  symphysis  to  the 
end  of  the  last  sacral  vertebra,  much  higher  than  in  the  adult. 
If  any  disease  of  infancy  shoukl  decrease  the  elasticity  of  the  utoro- 
sjicral  ligaments,  as  the  body  grows,  the  cervix  being  fixed,  it  will 
fall  forward  on  the  bladder.  The  continuous  force  of  intra-abdom- 
inal pressure,  together  with  its  increase  by  lacing,  adds  to  the  nat- 
ural tendency  the  uterus  has  to  bend.  Also  wlien  the  organ  is 
gorged  with  blood  at  the  menses,  and  the  body  erect  with  that 
pressure,  still  more  will  it  bend. 

In  infancy  the  cervix  is  relatively  large,  but  the  hypertroj)hy  we 
see  accompanying  certain  flexiuns  cannot  be  accounted  for.  It  is 
utterly  unlike  any  that  occurs  as  the  result  of  inflammation  in  the 
aiiult  organ.  Probably  the  process  is  begun  even  before  birth  or  in 
early  infancy.  Inasmuch  as  the  cervix  is  first  developed,  the 
explanation  may  be  found  in  some  stimulus,  giving  this  an  impetus 
too  early  or  too  strong,  resulting  in  unbalanced  growth  later  on. 

These  patients  have  more  flow  than  those  sufl'ering  from  simple 
anteflexion,  and  the  pain  is  not  so  great;  the  blood  does  not  clot  as 
much.  There  is  the  same  leucorrhea,  and  more  of  it.  Backache 
and  |>elvic  tenesmus  are  constantly  present.  Vaginismus  and  local 
nervous  disturbances  are  common.  The  married  are  usually 
sterile. 

An  explanation  of  the  symptoms  is  here  called  for.  The  dys- 
menorrhea is  due,  not  to  the  obstruction  to  the  flow  of  blood,  as 
staled  bv  authorities,  but  solelv  to  the  manner  in  which  the  flow 
is  produced,  and  the  character  of  the   blood.      The  epithelium, 
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instead  of  melting  off,  comes  away  in  blocks  and  shreds.  Casts  of 
whole  foIliele9  may  form.  The  blood  is  produced  in  too  sudden  a 
manner  at  first,  and  is  sparsely  mixed  witli  lymplioid  cells,  and 
hence  coagulates,  instead  of  remaining  fluid.  The  pain  is  |)roduced 
hecause  the  enilometrium  is  altered  in  essential  particulars  and 
becau.se  of  the  blood-clots.  In  those  cases  where  the  blood  clots  least 
tlie  dysmenorrliea  is  least.  We  grant  that  all  this  is  secondary  to 
tlie  flexure,  the  bend  causing  altered  nutrition  <uid  perverted  nerve- 
impulse.  But  it  is  to  the  altered  condition  of  endoiuetrium  that  the 
dysmenorrhea  is  due.  The  vaginismus  and  dyspareunia  are  purely 
secondary  and  tle])endent  uiiun  the  nerve-irritiition  produced  by  the 
dysmenorrhea. 

The  subject  of  sterility  of  uterine  origin  can  be  dismissed  in  a 
few  words. 

Women  with  these  flexed  uteri  wlio  marry  early  in  life,  before 
the  endometrium  has  undergone  the  structural  changes  described 
under  the  head  uf  •'Hiinple  Endometritis  " — conceive  as  residily  as 
other  women,  although  they  may  suffer  from  the  most  severe  dys- 
menorrhea from  clotting  of  the  blood.  It  is  as  illogical  to  assume 
that  a  canal  which  admits  a  Simpson  sound  will  refuse  entrance  to 
a  spermatozoon,  as  that  a  spermatozoon  may  penetrate  the  minute 
Fallopian  opening  and  yet  not  be  able  to  enter  the  cervical  canal 
in  such  cases  as  these  under  discussion.  The  obstruction  theory 
of  Sims  and  his  followers  will  not  meet  the  objections  raised  by 
more  recent  physiological  and  patliological  investigations.  The 
whole  fabric  of  the  uterus  is  made  for  the  proper  management 
of  the  jdacen la- forming  endometrium.  If  this  be  markedly  and 
generally  diseased,  its  chief  function  is  gone.  The  requirements 
ou  the  fiart  of  the  woman  to  conception  are — patent  tubes,  dis- 
charge of  an  ovule,  melting  off  of  the  epithelium  from  the  sur- 
face of  the  endometrium,  and  engorgement  of  the  retiform  tissue 
by  lymphoid  elements.  If  the.se  requirements  are  not  satisfied, 
conception  does  not  occur.  Flexure  undoubtedly  produces  degen- 
erative changes  in  the  endometrium,  but  it  is  those  changes,  and  not 
the  flexure,  which  prevents  conception. 

Therefore,  with  a  wrong  interpretation  of  the  menstrual  func- 
tion, and  seeing  but  the  grosser  lesions,  gynecologists  have  been 
but  partial  in  their  treatment  of  these  lesions  and  the  attending 
sterility. 

TuKATMENT. — The  indications  seem  to  be  to  relieve  that  lesion 
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which  produces  the  changes  in  the  endometrium  aud  give  the  woman 
a  new  cystogenic  membrane.  In  the  first  form  of  anteflexion,  the 
uterus  is  dilated  thoroughly  and  wa.shed  out  witli  boracic-acitl  solu- 
tion. Now  come.?  the  o-sseiitial  part  of  the  ojjeration,  for  which  the 
dilatiition  is  merely  preparatory.  An  thoroughly  as  possible  the 
whole  inside  of  tiie  uterus  is  curetted,  removing  every  possible  ves- 
tige of  the  endometrium.  The  cavity  is  again  wa.shed  out.  Iodo- 
form gauze  is  then  tightly  j)acke(l  into  the  uterus  and  the  vagina 
lightly  filled  with  the  same,  this  being  left  in  six  days.  It  is  then 
removed  and  no  further  treatment  given. 

The  operation  is  best  done  two  weeks  before  a  perio<l.  The 
patient  is  allowed  out  of  bed  on  the  third  day;  she  slioultl  remain 
in  the  house  three  weeks.  If  the  operation  is  done  for  sterility, 
and  if  there  be  no  suspicion  of  gonococci  iji  the  liusband's  urethra, 
connection  should  take  place  two  days  before  the  menstruation  and 
immediately  after.     No  pessary  is  used  or  needed. 

Antejtcxion  wilh  retrovcrsiftn  is  treated  on  the  same  princif»le — 
removal  of  the  endometrium  and  relief  of  that  condition  which 
originally  [u-oduced  it.  Here  the  latter  is  more  dtHieult  than  in 
simple  anteflexion.  The  uterus  is  steadied  by  the  bullet  force) ts, 
and  not  drawn  down  much ;  the  canal  is  dilated  cautiously, 
to  half  an  inch,  after  this  the  uterus  is  washed  out,  thoroughly 
curetted,  again  irrigatetl  and  packed  tightly  with  iodoform  gauze, 
and  the  usual  vtiginal  dressing  applied.  The  packing  is  removed 
on  the  fifth  day,  and  a  light  drain  of  gauze  introduced  just 
through  the  internal  os;  no  pain  is  protluce<l.  This  second 
dresMug  remains  in  three  days  more,  and  anotlier  is  applied.  The 
drains  shoultl  be  intro<luced  for  two  weeks.  The  curettage  is  the 
important  feature.     Pessaries  are  out  of  place  in  the  treatment. 

After  the  operation,  atro]»hy  of  the  elongated  cervix  rapidly 
supervenes.  Also,  the  uterus,  relieved  of  the  weight  of  the  enlarged 
cervix,  rises  in  the  pelvis  and  assumes  a  more  forward  position. 
Bhould  the  cervix  be  much  elongated  or  hy|>ertrophiefl,  it  should 
be  amputated.  Hoth  the  amjmt^ition  and  the  curettcment  may  be 
carried  out  at  the  same  sitting. 

•  If  it  l>e  decided  to  amputate  the  hypertrophied  cervix,  not  more 
should  l)e  removed  than  two-thirds  of  that  which  it  is  desired  shall 
Ije  the  ultimate  decrease  in  size.  Atrophy  incident  to  the  operation 
will  reujove  the  rest.  If  the  hy|K'rtrophy  be  so  great  n.s  to  require 
amputation,  the  operation  for  am})Utation,  to  be  described,  is  recom- 
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mended,  and  at  the  same  time  the  cervix  is  dilated  aud  the  uterus 
curetted. 

There  are  still  those  in  America  who  teach  and  practise  the  use 
of  .f/f'W  pessaries.  Inai^mueh  as  for  years  vve  were  so  placed  that 
tlaiiy  we  couhl  ohserve  the  results  of  their  use,  we  feel  qualified  to 
speak  on  the  subject.  Those  who  use  tiiem  consider  the  cervical 
stenosis  as  the  objective  point.  Having  made  incisions  of  the  cer- 
vix, the  uterus  is  not  washed  out  and  is  not  curetted,  but  dilatation 
is  done.  The  pessary  is  then  iatrodueeil  and  retainetl  in  [dace  by 
a  cotton  tampon  in  the  vagina.  It  is  removed  in  three  days,  and 
an  application  of  iodine  or  carbolic  acid  made  to  the  endometrium, 
an*]  the  stem  again  ]nit  back.  If  the  uterus  be  simply  anteflexed, 
the  stem  will  stay  in  without  support;  but  if  the  cervix  looks  out 
in  the  axis  of  the  vagina,  the  stem  must  be  retained  in  place. 
These  stems  are  straight  and  forced  into  place  in  the  flexed  canal. 
They  act,  according  to  tliose  who  employ  them,  l)y  straightening  the 
canal  and  establishing  drainage.  They  keep  the  incised  and  dilated 
canals  open  without  doubt,  and,  as  they  are  left  in  during  the  menses, 
connection,  and  douching,  the  discharges  are  very  profuse — more 
profuse,  in  fact,  than  before  they  were  used;  hence  their  advocates 
consider  that  they  are  draining  away  discharges,  when  in  reality 
they  are  producing  them.  Under  their  use  and  the  applications 
fair  success   is  obtained   after  six  months'  treatment. 

Now,  if  the  sterility  and  dysmenorrhea  were  due,  as  maintained 
by  nearly  all  steni-possary  men,  to  the  stenosis,  they  should  be  at 
once  cured  by  the  ojieration.  But  these  gentlemen  treat  the  endo- 
metrium for  a  long  time  to  ''  get  the  secretions  healthy,"  they  con- 
sidering that  spermatozoa  will  not  live  in  purulent  secretions,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  emissions  of  every  gleety  man  are  tilled 
with  them.  They  do  not  know  that  the  fault  lies  with  the  struc- 
turally changed  endometrium.  Their  applications  do  some  good, 
but  it  is  tardy  and  comes  when  the  patient  is  about  worn  out  with 
treatment.  The  percentage  cannot  be  estimated  accurately,  but  we 
have  known  so  many  inflamed  tubes  come  from  this  treatment  that 
we  believe  they  do  nearly  as  much  harm  as  good.  If  used  in  a  caae 
of  simple  endometritis,  that  speedil}'  becomes  purulent. 

The  stem  pessary  requires  months  to  accomplish  a  result ;  it  pro- 
duces pus,  it  frequently  causes  inflammation  in  the  tubes  and  peri- 
toneum, it  does  not  drain,  anil  it  does  not  cure  endometritis.  The 
sole  beneficial  feature  in  this  method  lies  in  the  application  of  iodiae 
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and  carbolic  acid.  Contrust  this  with  the  pruceiiure  offered  liere. 
We  have  seen  conception  follow  within  five  days  after  a  curettage, 
and  it  is  the  usutil  result  «t  the  second  or  third  period  following 
the  operation.  There  is  produced  no  puj*.  there  is  no  long  treat- 
ment, there  are  no  accidents,  and  tlie  result.s  are  usually  immediate 
relief  from  the  dysmenorrhea. 

It  but  remains  for  us  to  say  that  the  treatment  of  anteflexion  by 
the  stem  pes-sary  is  not  based  upon  accurate  ideas  of  the  lesion  and 
the  function  of  the  endometrium. 

We  repeat,  the  object  of  the  whole  operation  is  to  give  these 
women  new  eudometria,  forming  under  propitious  circumstances, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  to  obtain  conception  in  the  marricil.  In  the 
unmarried  the  relief  from  the  dysmenorrliea  is  often  peniiauerit. 

There  is  another  procedure  which,  while  it  has  little  elfect  upon 
the  condition  of  the  endometrium,  affords  temjwrary  relief  from 
dysmenorrhea.  We  refer  to  diialaiion  without  curettage.  The  use 
of  the  dilator  without  ether  is  exceedingly  painful  in  the.se  sensitive 
women  ;  it  is  of  but  temporary  benefit,  and  must  be  repeated  many 
times;  it  is  done  under  conditions  where  exact  asepsis  is  imjwssible, 
and  therefore  has  attached  to  it  the  risk  of  infection  ;  and,  further- 
more, it  occupies  a  middle  jxjsition  between  operation  and  treatment^ 
with  none  of  the  good  re^sulls  of  the  former,  un<l  all  the  dangers  of 
the  latter,  in  most  hands.  Ijong  after-treatment  of  these  nervous 
women  is  inadvisable,  because  it  keeps  constantly  before  them 
tlieir  malady.  They  become  hypochondriacal  and  utterly  ini.-ier- 
able,  an<l  jirone  to  magnify  their  really  trlvi;d  irouljles. 

There  are  many  eases  where  it  is  diilieult  to  tlecide  what  opera- 
tion to  do.  The  two  factors  which  guide  us  in  the  selection  are  the 
amount  of  cervical  hypertrophy  and  the  axis  of  the  cervicjil  canal 
to  that  of  the  vagina,  this  being  nortually  about  5(>°-60°. 

In  all  the  intra-nterine  manipulations  the  most  precise  aaejwia 
must  be  ol^served,  lest  we  convert  a  simj>le  into  a  septic  endometritia 
and  extend  a  septic  endometritis  into  a  tubal  or  periti">nitic  involve- 
ment. A  woman  who  has  once  hail  either  complication  (K;cupie»  u 
position  in  society  far  different  from  one  wh(>  has  not,  and  goejs 
through  her  life  with  the  possibility  of  a  celiotomy  ever  before 
her. 

With  this  ciuition  we  may  say  that  dilatation  may  be  done  so  uh 
to  do  the  patient  no  {lossible  harm  if  the  jirojKjr  j)rec4iution8  be 
taken.     iStill,  it  is  an  andoubted  fact  that  the  instrument   hits  lieen 
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most  recklessly  used.  If  curettage  is  not  adopted,  dilatiition  once 
every  raoiitli,  a  few  days  before  menstruation,  will  give  most  patients 
much  relief  from  pain.  But  our  experience  is  that  the  method  is 
applicable  to  cases  of  short  cervix  only. 

Lateral  Flexions. 

These  are  generally  the  result  of  some  inflammatory  lesion  out- 
side the  uterus,  such  as  adhesions,  and  of  that  common  form  of  coq- 
tnietioii  in  one  broad  ligament  which  follows  puerperal  se|>tic  sal- 
pingitis*. They  are  not  amenable  to  extra-peritoneal  treatment,  and 
are  purely  secondary. 

AXTEFLEXIOX    COMPLICATED    BY   THE   MENOPAUSE. 

When  the  menopause  occurs  in  old  maids  with  anteflexion,  it  pro- 
duces a  very  distressing  train  of  nervous  phenomena  which  prop- 
erly come  to  the  attention  of  the  gynecic  surgeon.  The  fundus 
rapidly  atrophies  and  leaves  the  cervix  proportionally  niucli  en- 
larged. The  cervix  also  finally  retrogrades,  the  ncrvfs  are  caught 
and  compressed  in  the  shrinking  ti^•su^^  and  the  discharges  are 
retained.  The  os  is  but  pin-hole  in  character,  and  the  whole 
cervical  canal  much  decreased  in  dimensions.  These  uteri  are 
originally  but  poorly  and  irregularly  developed,  their  owners  go 
through  life  .suffering  from  dysmenorriieu,  and  when  the  nien<v|>ause 
comes  the  atrophy  takes  place  irregularly.  They  are  complicated 
by  a  simple  endometritis.  All  the  treatment  that  is  needed  is 
dilatation  of  the  cervix.  The  curette  and  gauze  packing  are 
seldom  required  for  the  endometrium,  but  it  is  better  to  introduce 
a  filament  of  gauze  into  the  cervix,  leaving  it  in  for  a  week, 
with  a  gauze  vaginal    dressing.     No   after-treatment  is  necessary. 

These  cases  are  often  subjected  to  the  stem  pessary  and  elec- 
trical current.  Being  high-strung,  nervous,  almost  irrational 
creatures,  long  continued  local  treatment  has  a  deleterious  effect 
upon  both  their  mental  and  moral  qualities.  Medicinal  treatment 
can  give  them  little  or  no  relief.  If  surgical  aid  be  refused  it 
becomes  necessary  to  resort  to  opiates  in  some  form  at  each  recur- 
ring monthly  period.  Huoh  treatment,  although  ef!ectivc,  is 
exceedingly  dangerous,  and  should  only  be  practised  wheu  all 
else  fails.  Such  methods  of  relief  as  are  given  in  the  chapter 
on  Dysmenorrhea  should  be  tried  before  resorting  to  the  use  of 
this  drug. 
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Retroflexion  and  Retroversion. 

Oongejixlal  retrojlexion  is  exceedingly  rare.  It  is  found  in  single 
or  sterile  married  women.  The  ntenis  is  invariaWly  biick  in  the 
pelvi.s  and  the  organ  shurply  bent  upon  itself,  the  flexure  l>eing  at 
the  08  internum.  The  cervix  is  normal  or  slightly  below  normal  in 
size.  The  flexure  is  exceedingly  sharp,  the  fundus  occupying  the 
cul-de-sac.  In  rare  ca.se.s  no  (>uk;uH  can  l>e  felt  between  the  cervix 
and  the  body.  The  body  is  usually  adherent  to  the  rectum,  render- 
ing the  deformity  irreducible.  The  anterior  wall  opposite  the  inter- 
nal OS  is  so  thinned  as  to  be  but  meml^ranous,  while  the  posterior  i(> 
much  thickened.  Schultze  attempts  to  explain  uterine  flexures  by 
ascribing  them  to  intra-abclonunal  pressure,  acting  upon  the  uterus 
at  some  point  fixeil  by  influnnnutory  tis.sue,  and  describes  a  retn>- 
ftexion  due  to  fixation  of  the  cervix  anteriorly.  The  dilutini;  and 
contracting  bhidder  renders  such  a  condition  all  but  impossible.  It 
is  surely  so  where  the  flexure  is  congenital.  So  rare  is  this  condi- 
tion that  Wiiickel  describes  but  four  cases.  The  uterus  is  close 
to  the  sacral  curve  and  not  lower  than  normal.  It  seems  to  be 
displaced  directly  backward.  The  fundus  presses  ujton  the  rectuu), 
and  the  total  length  of  tlie  utt-rine  canal  i.s  deerwu^ed.  All  have 
some  form  of  eudomelritis,  rarel}'  purulent.  The  ovaries  and  tul)e8 
are  usually  normal  in  jxisition,  and  do  not  follow  the  fumlus. 
The  symptoms  are  uniform,  with  trifling  variations:  continuous, 
fevere  backache;  pelvic  tenesmus;  <lifticult  defecation  and  the 
]HiBsage  of  small  stools;  frequent  headaches  (occij)ital),  especially 
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the    periods;    dysmenorrhea,   severe  ami    identical    with    that 
L'omj)anying  antetlexiou,  with  a  scanty  flow  and  passage  of  clots. 
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Bimanual  examination  reveals  the  direction  of  the  canal.  The 
bladder  is  attachetl  to  the  uterus  below  the  level  of  the  internal  os. 
Rectal  examination,  combined  with  abdominal  palpation,  detects 
the  degree  of  flexure,  and  the  intimate  approximation  of  the  cervix 
and  fundus. 

Treatment, — The  indications  are  for  the  establishment  of  thor- 
ough drainage.  Replacement  is  impossible  by  the  use  of  the 
sound  or  by  manipulations,  even  under  ether. 

The  Operation. — The  posterior  lip  is  incised  through  from  above 
the  internal  os;  the  uterus  is  dilated,  curetted,  and  irrigated.  The 
hemorrhage  is  free,  inasmuch  as  the  circular  vessels  are  cut.  To 
check  this,  tight  iodoform  gauze  t^impouade  is  indit-atetl,  to  be 
retained  in  place  by  vaginal  gauze  tampons  for  at  le^st  two 
days.  It  is  then  removed  and  gauze  packing  substituted.  The 
treatment  lasts  for  three  weeks.  The  headaches  disaj)pear,  as  does 
also  the  dysmenorrhea.  With  the  short  vaginte  and  structurally 
altered  uteri,  we  cannot  see  how  Alexander's  operation  or  ventro- 
fixation could  possibly  be  of  beueiit,  and  pessaries  are  worse  than 
useless. 


Acquired  Retroflexion  and  Retroversion. 

Etiology, — Retroflexions  and  retroversions  caused  by  tumors 
will  not  be  described. 

Retroposition  of  the  uterus  may  ensue  as  a  result  of  conditions 
in  its  own  ti.ssues  and  from  lesions  in  the  supporting  .structures. 
Any  factor  tending  to  enlargejuent  of  the  uterus,  which  at  the  same 
time  softcjis  its  walls,  may  cau.se  retroposition.  Such  are  pregnancy, 
septic  endometritis,  and  subinvolution.  There  is  so  mucli  discrep- 
ancy in  the  relative  frequenc}'  of  retroflexion  and  retroversion  given 
by  different  authors  that  it  is  impo.^sible  to  furnish  an  accurate 
ratio.  Retropositions  are  frequently  found  after  the  adnexa  of 
both  sides  have  been  removed,  without  adopting  some  means  to 
retain  the  uterus  in  its  proper  position. 

The  cervix  being  more  or  less  a  fixed  point,  the  heavy  and 
softened  body  falls  backward.  A  very  common  cause  is  too  long 
confinement  in  the  dorsal  position  in  bed  after  labor,  especially  as 
the  uterus  is  apt  to  be,  under  these  circumstances,  in  a  pathological 
Btate. 

A  sudden  fall  from  a  height,  producing  rupture  of  the  round, 
broad  or  utero-saeral   ligameuLs,  a  sudden   increase  of  the  intra- 
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abdominal  pressure,  as  the  body  being  crushed  under  a  weight,  may 
I)ro<luce  retropositions  of  the  uterus  by  interference  with  its  supports ; 
or,  they  may  be  produced  by  a  lesser  and  more  gradual  increase  in 
the  intra-abdominal  presHUje,  operating  for  some  time  upon  a  soft- 
ened uterus.  But  the  common  association  of  causes  is  a  break  in 
the  pelvic  floor,  together  with  uterine  enlargement. 

The  chief  single  cause  is  rupture  of  the  perineum.  The  walls 
of  the  collapsed  bladder  completely  fill  the  space  between  the 
uterus  and  pubes;  therefore  displacement  forward  is  possible  to 
but  a  very  slight  degree.  The  perineum  being  torn,  the  sphincter 
ani  does  not  feel  the  full  opposing  force  of  the  levator  ani  in  defeca- 
tion, so  more  or  less  straining  at  stool  becomes  necessary.  The  result 
is  that  the  feces,  meeting  the  closed  sphincter,  seek  a  relief  from  the 
intra-abdominal  pressure  in  the  direction  of  the  posterior  vaginal 
wall,  causing  it  to  bulge  forward.  This  drags  on  the  posterior  lip 
of  the  cervix,  the  uterine  axis  approaches  that  of  the  vagina,  and 
the  whole  organ  descends  a  little.  If  the  uterus  be  enlarged  as 
from  a  recent  pregnancy,  it  will,  yielding  to  the  pressure  from 
above,  either  fall  backward  or  its  fundus  will  bend  upon  the  cervix, 
causing  a  flexion. 

Retroverted  and  retroflexed  uteri  are  as  low  in  the  pelvis  as  are 
the  anteflexed  uteri  high  up. 

The  element  of  intra-abdominal  pressure  is  o{)erating  continu- 
ously, and  may,  ajtart  from  defecation,  cause  the  displacements  men- 
tioned, where  the  supports  are  broken,  more  especially  when  there 
is  a  lack  of  tone  in  the  uterine  muscle. 

iSeptic  conditions,  especially  those  acutely  established  in  an  abort- 
ing uterus,  frequently  result  in  acute  retroflexions,  which  disappear 
in  a  few  days  if  the  sepsis  is  removed,  and  the  uterine  muscle  regains 
its  tone.  Pelvic  peritonitis  and  infiaininatory  procei^ses  in  the  tubes 
and  ovaries  also  cause  retropositions  by  the  formation  of  false  bands. 

The  results  of  |>ersistent  retroflexion  and  retroversion  are,  entlo- 
raetritis  from  poor  drainage  and  the  formation  of  adhesions  to  the 
bowel.  In  addition  to  this,  certain  irregidar  changes  take  place  in 
the  muBcuiaris,  sueii  as  thinning  of  the  anterior  and  thickening  of 
the  posterior  wall.  The  broad  ligaments  are  twisted  an<l  the  ven- 
ous circulation  retarded,  lejiding  to  a  varicose  condition  of  the  pam- 
piniform plexus.  This  in  time  predisposes  to  prolapse  of  the  ovaries 
and  tubes.     Retroposition  is  the  first  step  to  prolapsus. 

SvaiPTOMB. — Women  with  retroversion  or  n'troflexion  complain 

10 


DISTORTIONS  AND    MALPOSITIONS. 


291 


postponed  as  long  as  jH^ssible.  Costiveness  results,  witli  the  com- 
mon accompanying  train  of  anorexia,  foul  breath,  etc.  Dragging 
ujxjn  the  bladder  often  causes  the  sphincter  vesicae  to  leak,  and 
dribbling  of  urine  occurs  upon  lanj^hing  or  exertion.  Pains  down 
the  front  of  the  thighs  are  frequent,  and  are  increased  on  motion. 
Occipital  heixhicheand  Inirning  pain  in  the  nuchie,  inability  to  con- 
centrale  the  thoughts,  melancholia,  hysteria,  sind  peevishness  are 
common  reflex  nervous  phenomena.     The  endometrium  commonly 
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becomes  hypertrophic,  and  gives  rise  to  increased  menstrual  flow. 
This,  however,  is  not  painful  as  a  rule,  owing  to  the  tluid  condi- 
tion of  the  blood  and  patency  of  the  canal. 

Upon  examining  these  cases  of  posterior  displacement,  the  uterus 
is  found  low  in  the  pelvis.  If  there  1k?  pronounced  retroversion, 
the  finger  first  touches  tlie  posterior  lip  of  the  cervix,  ami  tin;  uter- 
ine tissue  continues  from  this  point  backward  and  downward.  There 
is  absence  of  the  Iwdy  from  its  normal  position,  and  rectal  touch 
demonstrates  its  presence  in  the  cul-<le-sac  in  retroflexion  ;  in  retro- 
version the  body  presses  on  the  rectum  higher  up.     In  aggravated 
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cases  the  ovaries  also  lie  so  low  as  to  be  easily  felt  to  either  side  of 
the  uterus.  Tlie  fundus  is  tender,  and  more  or  le«s  enlarged  accord- 
ing as  the  displacement  occurs  post-partuni  or  not. 

The  local  lenderness  and  size,  with  many  of  the  subjective  syinj>- 
toms,  vary  greatly  according  to  the  causative  factors, 

Retropositions  of  the  post-partum  uterus,  or  the  organ  materially 
softened  by  endometritis  and  metritis,  have  eomraonly  both  versions 
aud  flexions  associated.  Tlierefore  one  author  will  describe  a  cer- 
tain case  as  retroflexion,  while  nnother  places  it  as  retroversion.  If 
tlie  uterus  be  flexed  to  any  extent,  there  will  be  a  convexity  on  tlie 
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anterior  surface  of  the  organ  where  normally  there  should  be  a  con- 
cavity, and  the  reverse  on  tlie  posterior  border.  The  linger  in  the 
rectum,  with  abdominal  palpation,  makes  the  diagnosis  absolute,  for 
every  portion  of  the  organ  can  thus  be  readied.  In  all  cases,  when 
necessary,  the  sound  will  demonstrate  the  direction  of  the  uterine 
canal.  It  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  uterus  can  be  re[)laced  or  whether  it  is  adherent  to  the  rectum. 
Before  doing  this  one  should  know  that  there  is  no  suppurative 
focus  in  tlie  tubes  or  ovaries.  If  also  there  be  no  septic  endotne- 
tritis,  one  of  four  methods  may  be  adopted :   replacement  by  the 
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hands  alone,  by  the  knee-chest  position,  by  the  sound,  or  by  the 
repositor. 

In  thin  women  only  can  the  uterus  be  replaced  witli  ease  by  the 
unaided  hands.  In  fat  women  it  is  often  nither  difficult,  and  is 
then  best  accomplished  by  means  of  the  finger  in  the  rectum,  or  by 
the  knee-chest  position.  These  two  methods  have  great  advantage 
over  all  others  in  that  they  are  applicable  to  cases  with  septic  endo- 
metritis, for  they  do  not  necessitate  invasion  of  the  inside  of  the 
uterus.  They  should  \ye  tried  faithfully  and  persistently  before 
resorting  to  other  means.     These  two  methods  of  replacement  are 
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the  only  ones  which  give  good  results.     Rare  indeed  must  be  the 
cases  in  which  they  fail  when  properly  tried. 

Bimanual  Rt'position :  The  patient  assumes  the  half-reclining 
posture,  with  the  knees  flexed  on  the  abdomen  and  the  clothes  per- 
fectly IcHJse.  The  finger  is  introduced  into  the  vagina  and  passed 
behind  the  cervix.  The  tip  is  gently  bent  and  attempts  are  made 
to  pull  the  cervix  forward  toward  the  symphysis  pubis.  The  free 
hand  on  the  abdomen  is  crowded  down  hard,  following  the  curve  of 
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tlie  sacrum.  Tlie  object  is  to  keej)  i\s  tar  back  in  the  pelvis  with 
this  hand  as  possible,  and  to  pin  the  retroposed  uterus  against  the 
symphysis.  No  attempt  has  so  far  been  made  at  reduction — merely 
the  preliininrtiy  step  of  fixing  the  organ.  The  vaginal  linger  is  now 
carried  behind  the  body,  which  is  lifted  as  high  as  possible  along 
the  curve  of  the  hand  pushed  into  the  abtlonien,  until  it  is  well 
in  front  4>f  the  fingers  of  the  free  hand.  This  is  then  moved 
slowly  forward  toward  the  pubis  until  resistance  is  met  with. 
This   maneuvre   bends  the  body  of  the  uterus  upon  the  cervix. 

Fig.  213. 
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Bimanual  RctKwltion  of  the  RpCroflexed  Ptcnu,  completed. 

The  vaginal  finger  is  then  placed  in  front  of  the  anterior  lip  of 
the  cervix,  and  this  \s,  pushed  upward  and  backward  to  the  pro- 
montory of  the  sacrum,  while  at  the  same  time  the  body  is  held 
anteriorly.      The  last  movement  is  to  suddenly  push  the  cervix 
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forward  in  a  straight  line  toward  the  symphysis  by  the  finger 
beiiiud  the  os  tincce.  The  uterus  is  now  in  an  anteverted  posi- 
tion. If  the  cervix  is  hehl  high  in  this  position  while  the  patient 
gets  up  and  stands,  the  intestines  will  fall  hijhind  the  uterus  and 
the  intra-abdominal   f)re!?8ure  keep  it  in  place. 

Knee-ched  ReposUiun. — The  [nitient  i.s  placed  in  the  knee-chest 
position  and  the  perineum  is  lifted  up  with  a  Sims  speculum.     This 
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at  once  allows  the  intestines  to  fall  away  from  the  pelvis  into  the 
abdominal  cavity.  The  cervix,  thus  exposed,  is  caught  up  with 
a  tenaculum  and  drawn  well  forward  toward  the  vulvar  orifice.  By 
this  movement  the  fundus  is  drawn  furward  sufficiently  for  it  to 
swing  past  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  by  the  aid  of  gravity, 

Fio.  216. 


niiltu^V 


BrtiC  of  Reim<1lii|ilarr(1  Tt^raiby  mcMuof  Uic  Ptertoe  Bcpcwllwr,  Willi  tlii.'  ixiticut  la  ibv  kncc- 

chesl  ptwitiou. 

which  it  will  do  in  a  small  proportion  of  eases.  Should  it  not  do 
80,  88  the  cervix  is  drawn  forward,  the  fundus  is  lightly  pressed 
upon  by  means  of  the  repositor  shown  in  the  cut,  and  thus  forced 
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into  place.  A  firm  cotton  tampon  is  then  placed  anterior  to  the 
cervix,  and  the  patient  allowed  to  assume  a  recumbent  position  ;  as 
she  does  so  the  intestines  fall  back  into  their  uormal  position,  and 
with  the  intra-abdominal  pressure  aid  very  materially  in  keeping 
the  uterus  forward. 

Adherent  Relroposiiions. — Tubal  disease  being  excluded,  as  well 
as  other  pus-foci  in  the  pelvis,  reposition  of  the  adherent  organ 
may  be  attempted  under  rare  circumstances  only.  Even  here  we 
cannot  recommend  the  procedure.  This  necessitates  divulsion  of 
the  adhesions  under  narcosis  or  their  separation  by  gradual  mas- 
sage. The  patient  being  placed  under  ether,  the  finger  is  passed 
into  the  rectum  and  the  uterus  pulled  forward.  The  free  hand  on 
the  abdomen  is  depressed  deeply  along  the  sacral  curve  until  its  fin- 
gers touch  those  in  the  rectum.  The  control  of  the  body  of  uterus  is 
now  given  into  the  abdominal  hand  and  the  finger  withdrawn  from 
the  rectum.  With  nail-brush  and  2  per  cent,  lysol  solution  an 
assistant  or  nurse  cleanses  the  hand.  Two  fingers  are  then  intro- 
duced into  the  vagina,  and  tlie  corpus  uteri  pushed  upward  and 
forward  while  the  abdominal  hand  follows  down  between  the  rec- 
tum and  the  fundus.  Thus  may  any  adhesions  between  the  two 
be  ruptured.  The  rest  of  the  maneuvre  is  completed  as  before, 
and  a  large  vaginal  tampon  of  sterilized  lamb's  wool  is  introduced. 
Hemorrhage  necessarily  follows  from  rupture  of  these  adhesions, 
but  it  is  not  severe.  More  or  less  pain  is  produced,  and  some 
peritonitis  may  result. 

By  the  gradual  or  Brandt's  method  the  attempts  at  replace- 
ment are  not  violent,  but  madti  every  other  day  or  every  third  day 
until  the  stretching  and  gentle  breaking  accomplishes  a,  replace- 
ment; each  maneuvre  should  be  followed  by  a  snug  vaginal  tampon 
of  ichthyol-glycerin  in  order  to  sustjiin  the'gain  made. 

Neither  method  i.s  appHcable  in  very  fat  women,  owing  to  the 
impossibility  of  reaching  the  uterus  from  above  without  crowding 
enough  tissue  into  the  pelvis  to  fill  it. 

The  uterus  is  best  replaced  in  women  who  are  stout,  and  in  others 
who  are  unable  to  relax  the  abdominal  muscles,  by  putting  them 
either  in  the  knee-chest  or  modified  dorsal  position,  and  employ- 
ing combined  rectal  and  abdominal  reposition.  To  prevent  the 
organ  slipping  from  control,  it  may  be  necessary  to  hook  the 
blunt  bullet  forceps  in  the  cervix.  The  patient  is  put  on  an  undu- 
lating frame  and  raised  to  an  angle  of  from  thirty  to  forty  degrees. 
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Working  a«?  rapidly  as  possible,  the  finger  is  introduced  into  the 
rectum  and  the  corpus  pusiied  over  against  the  symphysis.  The 
hand  on  the  abdomen  then  engages  it  there,  and  the  rectal  finger 
pushes  the  body  of  the  uterus  upward  and  backward  toward  the 
sacrum.  The  next  move  is  to  shnve  the  cervix  directly  forward 
toward  the  upper  border  of  the  !>yniphysis  at  the  same  time  that 
the  abdominal  hand  releases  the  body.  Thus  is  the  uterus  forced 
into  its  proper  position  over  the  bladder. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  attempt  should  ever  be  made  to  replace 
or  otherwise  interfere  with  a  uterus  wliich  is  lx)und  in  it.s  displaced 
position  by  adhesions.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  accurately 
whether  or  not  there  is  disease  in  the  uterine  appendages  in  many 
cases,  and  irretrievable  damage  may  unwittingly  be  done  in  the 
manipulations.  The  only  safe  and  intelligent  operations  for  these 
conditions  are  intra-abdominal. 

Comparatively  few  retro-displacements  exist  without  some  cora- 
plicatiug  inflammatory  trouble,  either  intra-uterine  or  intra-abdom- 
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inal,  nnd  the  symptoms  usually  arise  from  the  complications  and  not 
from  the  displacement.  It  is  all  the  more  nece8.Hary,  therefore,  to 
be  on  one's  guard  in  selecting  proper  cases  for  this  treatment. 

Replacement  with  the  sound  is  accomplished  by  curving  the  instru- 
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Tiient  so  tluit  it  raiiy  be  iutroiluceil,  and  then  causing  the  instru- 
ment to  make  a  halt'  sweep.  Tlie  whole  weight  of  the  organ  falls 
on  the  jTOint  of  the  sound,  which  lacerates  the  endometrium,  and 
ha-s  in  innumerable  cases  perforated  the  uterus.  In  thi**  inaneuvre 
tlie  organ  is  not  raised  as  a  whole,  but  the  fundus  is  merely  forced 
into  a  dirterent  relationship  to  tlie  cervix.  If  there  l>e  any  adhesion 
or  other  restraint  to  the  raising  of  the  organ,  the  risk  of  perforation 
becomes  vei'y  great,  for  there  is  no  escape  from  whatever  force  may 
be  use<l. 

The  method  we  advocate  and  practise  in  all  cases  where  manip- 
ulation and  other  methods  fail — and  only  when  they  do  fail  after 
repeated  trials — is  as  follows:  The  vagina  should  be  carefully 
eleanseil,  as  also  should  the  cervical  canal.  The  jmtient  being  on 
the  buck,  the  bladder  and  bowels  empty,  the  repositor,  previously 
sterilized,  is  introduced  very  gently  into  the  vagina  and  locked ;  the 
point  is  made  to  enter  the  cervix  and  engage  there,  when  the  instru- 
ment is  unlocked.  This  makes  a  sound  with  a  joint.  The  stem 
portion  should  be  only  long  enough  to  reach  the  internal  os.  Then 
by  gentle  and  careful  manipulation  the  intra-uterine  portion  is 
coaxed  to  enter  the  canal  until  it  has  just  passed  the  internal  os. 
The  j>roper  length  has  been  selected  previously  and  fitted  to  the  hinge. 
The  finger  of  one  hand  is  then  pushed  high  up  against  the  back  of 
the  fundus,  and  attempts  to  lift  it  are  made,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  repositor  is  [>ushed  downward  in  the  axis  of  the  vagina,  toward 
the  second  sacral  vertebra.  If  there  be  no  adhesions,  the  uterus 
will  become  anteverted,  and,  more,  It  will  be  made,  cervix  and  body, 
to  assume  the  normal  position  in  the  jxdvis  ;  and  this  is  an  import- 
ant property  not  attaching  to  the  use  of  the  sound.  The  instru- 
ment is  removed,  still  unlocked,  by  sujtporting  the  cervix  with  one 
finger  against  it  and  using  the  symphysis  as  a  fulcrum  to  slip  the 
staf!'  out  of  the  uterus.  If  there  be  intimate  adhesions  between  the 
fundus  and  rectum,  the  efibrts  to  replace  the  organ  will  merely  drag 
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up  the  bowel  for  a  short  distance,  and  with  the  finger  in  the  rec- 
tum, the  anterior  rectal  wall  will  be  felt  to  leave  the  finger  while 
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such  effort  is  being  intide.  Or,  should  tlie  adhesions  be  of  some 
length,  the  organ  will  be  rejthiced  to  a  certain  extent  only,  and 
then  cheeked  by  the  false  bands.  We  are  perfectly  aware  that 
there  is  risk  attaohed  to  this  maneuvre,  but  with  our  present 
method  of  cleansing  the  operator,  vagina,  and  iustriiinent  this  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  We  do  not  consider  that  any  more  danger 
attucheg  to  its  use  tlmn  to  that  of  the  sound. 

If  it  be  desired  to  support  the  uterus  by  tampons  after  replacing 
it  and  removing  the  repositor.  the  patient  should  be  in  Sims'  {jos- 
ture.  It  will  then  be  mucli  c;isier  to  replace  the  organ,  as  the  intro- 
duction of  the  speculum  allows  the  intestines  to  gravitate  away 
from  the  uterus.  A  glance  at  Waldeyer's  plate  demonstrates  the 
manner  in  %vhich  this  reposition  takeni  place.  Were  the  uterus 
retroverted  and  the  bladtler  entirely  empty,  elevating  it  in  the  axis 
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OM  AfMl  Tlilrtern,  Proitpti  H<u<tloti,  ■howtiig  illrrctlon  of  Ititm^atxlnmlnal  preiaun* ;  rotaUoai  of  ulcnu 
iM-fiin:  (iiitivrly  ;  miil  Ka'ul  iiruiiglli  of  pubic  H'i;nK-iit  uf  in-lvlc  floor. 

of  the  vagina  to  a  point  near  the  «icral  promontory  would  inevitably 
result  in  the  fundus  being  dragged  forward  by  the  bladder  and 
aKSoeiuted  tissues. 

This  could  all  Ikj  accomplished  witli  the  finger  against  the  cer- 
vix were  the  linger  long  enough.     The  stem  is  merely  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  affording  a  hold  on  the  cervix.  By  observing  even  the 
ordinary  rules  governing  all  intra-uterine  manipulations  there  is 
not  much  danger  attending  the  use  of  this  instrument.  It  elevates 
and  refilaces  tlie  uterus  merely  by  following  back  the  jmih  in  which 
the  displacement  came.  It  takes  advantage  of  the  anatomy,  and 
does  not  act  against  it.  The  weight  of  the  organ  is  borne  on  the 
whole  length  of  the  stem  in  the  cervix,  and  not  on  one  point,  as  in 
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the  use  of  the  sound.  With  it  the  exact  degree  of  mobility  may  be 
a])preciatod.  But  it  is  not  to  be  us^ed  where  there  are  pathological 
conditioni*  in  the  aduexa,  or  septic  endometritis,  and  therefore  must 
have  a  very  limited  application.  Its  use  as  a  means  of  diagnosis  of 
pelvic  neoplasms  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned.  It  should  be 
employed  only  in  those  cases  of  free  retroposition,  where  there  is 
nn  septic  focus  in  the  uterus-',  peritoneum,  tubes,  or  ovaries.  Tliis 
cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon. 

Again,  we  repeat,  this  method  is  to  be  used  only  when  manipu- 
lation foils  or  is  impossible,  but  is  always  to  be  preferretl  to  the 
rejwsition  by  the  sound.  Both  are  to  be  considered  only  as  last 
resorts. 
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Treatment  of  Retroversion  and  Retroflexion. — ^The  object 
of  all  treatmeut  must  be  to  have  the  uterus  approach  the  normul 
in  size  and  character  of  its  walls,  and  to  phtce  the  supporting  agents 
in  a  healthy  condition.  Therefore,  if  the  uterus  be  retroj)osed  and 
enlarged,  it  is  essential  that  it  be  6Uj)ported  in  the  proper  position 
while  such  means  are  employed  as  will  reduce  its  size.  After  the 
uterus  has  been  replaced  in  such  eases  it  is  kept  in  position  by 
placing  in  the  cui-de-sac  a  cotton  tJimpoti  soaked  in  some  depleting 
•gent,  as  boro-glyceride  or  ichtbyol-glyeerin,  and  then  intro(!iieing 
'b  tampon  of  Jamb's  wool.  This  latter  sliould  be  [Hit  in  lengtliwi.-ie, 
rolled  hard,  and  turned  sideways,  so  that  the  ends  will  rest  in  the 
obturator  foramina  in  front  of  the  cervix.  When  the  patient 
stands  the  downward  motion  of  tlie  cervix  is  retardi'd  and  intra- 
abdominal pressure  forces  the  fundus  on  the  bladder.  Combined 
with  this,  intra-uterine  applications  of  tincture  of  iodine  are  to  be 
used.  The  uterus  being  elevated,  its  circulation  is  improved;  being 
in  proper  [Kisition,  drainage  is  secured  ;  and  the  astringent  intra- 
uterine and  depleting  hot-water  vaginal  injections  tend  to  a  reduc- 
tion in  size.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  a  large  percentiige  of 
cases  of  retroposition  give  rise  to  no  symptoms  whatever,  and  are 
found  out  only  upon  the  sujierveiiiion  of  some  comjjlication, 

Icbthyol  in  2o  per  cent,  solution  iti  glycerin  will  cause  a  cast  of 
the  vaginal  mucous  membrane  to  come  away  in  .some  cjises.  In  10 
per  cent,  it  is  anwlyne,  actually  relieving  local  pain ;  is  antiseptic,  and 
adds  to  the  depleting  effect  of  the  boro-glyceride. 

If  there  be  associated  with  the  retroposition  septic  endometritis, 
or  if  that  membratje  be  much  hy])ertroplued,  the  curette  is  indi- 
cated, and  should  be  the  first  step  in  the  treatment. 

Having  placed  the  organ  in  the  proper  po.sition  and  condition,  if 
there  be  tears  in  the  pelvic  floor  they  must  be  repaired.  Nothing 
lends  to  the  pruduetion  of  the  «iisplacement  more  than  costiveness 
and  straining  at  stool  while  the  woman  is  still  puerperal.  There- 
fore in  all  cases  where  the  perineum  is  torn  it  is  better  to  give  a 
eioftening  enema  each  day,  ratlier  than  allow  her  to  strain  at 
Htool  and  occasion  a  rectocele.  Certain  cases  are  symptomatically 
relieved  upon  the  establishment  of  thorough  drainage,  and  com- 
inonly  the  attendant  endometritis  is  cured. 

Artificial  supports,  as  pessaries,  are  contraindicated  until  the 
uterus  returns  into  a  healthy  condition,  and  all  lacerations  condu- 
cing to  displacement  arc  repaired.     When  that  is  done,  we  will  find 
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ID  most  cases  that  pessaries  are  not  needed.  The  tanij)on  acts  so 
much  better  in  the  majority  of  cases  where  any  such  sup])ort  is 
called  for  that  the  pessary  is  falling  more  and  more  into  disuse. 
The  tampon  has  none  of  the  dangers  attendant  upon  the  use  of 
the  pessary,  and  is  even  more  eiiective. 

Retroversion  without  enlargement,  such  as  we  find  in  the  unmar- 
ried, is  exceediugly  difficult  to  treat.  Here  one  of  three  things 
must  be  done  :  either  fit  a  pessary,  or  perform  Alexander's  opera- 
tion or  hysterorrhapliy. 

If  it  is  decided  to  fit  a  pessary,  this  should  l^e  done  only  after 
the  uterus  is  replaced.  It  is  presumed  that  the  integrity  of  the 
pelvic  floor  has  been  made  or  is  perfect.  Therefore  the  apparent 
vaginal  space  while  patients  are  on  the  back  is  not  the  actual  when 
they  are  standing.  So  it  is  that  a  pessary  which  seems  to  be  loose 
while  the  patient  lies  down  becomes  too  tight  as  soon  as  she 
assumes  the  upright  position,  because  of  the  contraction  of  the 
pelvic  muscles  to  support  the  organs  against  the  intra-abdom- 
inal pre&sure.  While  the  pessary  is  in  situ,  the  hiiger  should 
pass  all  around  it  with  ease.  Pessaries  act,  not  by  sujjportiiig  the 
fundus,  but  by  pushing  the  cervix  up  away  from  the  symphysis 
and  pelvic  floor,  thereby  enabling  the  bladder  and  the  weight  of 
tbe  intestines  to  drag  forward  and  retain  the  fundus.  It  would  be 
unfortunate  could  a  pessary  be  applied  so  that  it  extended  up  into 
the  cul-de-sac  higher  than  the  internal  os:  ulceration  of  the  vagina 
would  be  inevitable.  Fortunately,  unless  the  i)essary  be  excessively 
long,  this  is  impossible  of  accomplishment. 

The  soft  rubber  ring,  or  the  Smith-Hodge  pessary  of  hard  rub- 
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ber,  are  preferable  to  all  other.>*.     Tbe  STnitli-Ho<lge  peswiry  may  be 
softened  antl  bent  into  any  sbape  by  immersion  in  boiling  water. 

If  the  pessary  produces  the  least  pain,  it  should  be  removed  by 
tbp  patient  at  once.  And  it  is  positively  contraindicated  where 
there  is  any  disease  of  the  adnexn,  .septic  endometritis,  urethritis, 
vaginitis,   lacerated  perineum,  cystitis,   adhesions,   uterine   hyper- 
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iDeum.     The  index  finger  of  the  other  hand  holds  the  well-greased 
pessary,  the  thumb  and  middle  finger  steadying  it.     The  broad  end 
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of  the  pessary  is  introduced  with  one  side  under  the  pubes  and 
obliquely,  so  as  not  to  press  upon  the  urethra.     As  the  advancing 
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bar  of  the  pessary  passes  the  vulva  the  hand  holding  it  is  ctirried 
high  in  front  of  the  pubes,  so  that  the  pessary  may  be  inserted  in 
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the  curve  of  the  pelvic  outlet.  When  it  has  entered  the  vagina 
80  as  to  reach  the  cervix,  the  supporting  finger  is  removed 
and  placed  against  the  bow  of  the  pessary^  thus  guiding  it  into 
{)lace  behind  the  cervix.  Tiie  point  of  the  pt-ssury  should  not 
press  upon  the  neck  of  the  bladder  or  the  urethra,  but  it  should 
be  curved  downward,  so  as  to  take  finpport  from  the  converging 
pubic  rami,  thus  leaving  a  space  between  the  arras  of  the  point 
for  the  urethra.  Again,  the  base  should  not  be  so  curved  as  to 
press  against  the  ipchial  rami  below.  A  fairly  good  test  is  to  pa.«3 
the  finger  all  around  the  pe^isary  wliile  the  woman  is  on  her  back. 
If  that  may  be  done,  when  she  stands  and  the  muscles  of  the 
floor  of  the  pelvis  contract,  the  |)essary  will  be  snug  enough. 

Pessaries  should  not  euiise  the  Iciist  pain,  and  patients  .should  not 
know  that  they  are  wearing  them  except  by  the  relief  of  the  syni|> 
toms.  Those  pessaries  having  ring.s  into  which  tlie  cervix  fits  are 
objectionable,  in  that  the  cervix  settles  down  into  the  ring  so 
snugly  as  to  obstruct  the  egress  to  its  secretions, 

8tem  pessaries  with  a  lx>w  attachment  are  dangerous  affairs,  even 
more  so  than  stems  alone. 

Pessaries  which  fasten  to  belts  outside  the  body  are  not  to  be 
used,  except  in  cases  of  complete  prolapse  where  the  patient  refuses 
all  surgical  treatment.  Under  these  circumsttinces  they  are  often 
of  great  value, 
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Even  in  cases  temporarily  benefited  by  their  use  the  questions 
must  arise:  How  long  can  the  patient  wear  one?  Do  they  ever 
cure,  or  are  tliey  not  rankeshifts?  In  cases  in  which  they  apj^ear 
of  use,  are  there  not  better  methods?  It  is  far  better  for  the  patient 
to  go  twice  a  week  to  the  physician  for  the  introduction  of  a  sup- 
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porting  tampon  of  sterilized  wool  than  to  wear  a  pessary,  even 
under  observation. 

Granted  that  the  uterus  has  been  gotten  into  a  normal  con- 
dition and  all  lacerations  of  the  jielvic  floor  are  properly  repaired, 
it  is  occasionally  necessary  to  use  pessaries,  but  only  unilcr  the 
physician's  eye.  Furthermore,  every  change  in  the  soft  i>artis 
of  the  pelvis  produced  by  pregnancy  and  labor  can  be  cor- 
rected. In  cases  of  retroversion  not  due  to  labor,  cases  occur- 
ring in  the  unmarried,  pessaries  are  of  but  little  use,  because  they 
cannot  support  the  uterus  above  the  symphysis,  owing  to  the  short 
vagina,  and  to  hold  them  anteverted  in  the  pelvic  cavity  requires  a 
force  sufficient  to  overcome  the  entire  intra-abdominal  pressure. 

Patients  who  u-se  |)essaries  should  take  daily  cleansing  douches, 
and  have  the  supporter  removed  once  a  month,  cleansed,  and  allowed 
to  remain  out  for  twenty-four  hours  before  being  replaced. 

Alexander's  operation  which  is  at  times  used  as  a  means  of 
cure  in  retrodisplaceinents  undoubtedly  is  of  some  benefit,  and  has 
a  certain  field  of  apjilieahiiity.  But  it  is  a  question  whether  that 
operation  alone  could  afllu'd  much  relief.  It  is  usually  preceded 
and  followed  by  measures  which  eusure  its  success,  and  which 
possibly  might  have  succeeded  without  the  Alexander  operation. 
Again,  the  operation  has  a  small  rate  of  mortality  and  a  too  high 
rate  of  failure.  It  occupies  a  position  between  plastic  work,  which 
has  failed  in  its  purpose,  and  celiotomy. 

Schiicking's  operation  may  be  mentioned  merely  to  condemn  it. 
It  consists  in  introducing  a  hollow  sound  into  the  uterus  by  which 
the  organ  is  replaced.     Then  a  needle  is  forced  through  this  instru- 
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ment,  so  as  to  penetrate  the  anterior  uterine  wall  and  appear  at  the 
anterior  vaginal  fornix  in  front  of  the  cervix.  It  is  threaded  and 
the  thread  drawn  through  the  uterus.  This  ligature  is  tied.  It  is 
a  blind  piece  of  work,  and  the  bladder  is  often  wounded. 


thera  to  the  ajiterior  surfiice  of  the  uterus,  is  likewise  to  be  con- 
demned as  ineffieif'iit. 

Where  a  retroposition  persists  after  every  apparent  complication 
}iH8  been  corrected,  the  best  oj>eriitioii  to  perform  is  hysteror- 
rhaphy. 

If  an  operator  can  perform  hysterorrhiiphy  witli  little  or  no 
risk  to  his  patient,  he  will  inivocate  it  for  intractable  retropositions. 
Should  he  K)Ke  25  per  cent,  of  his  cojliotomies,  he  will  advocate  j>es- 
saries.     It  is  merely  a  matter  of  "  jxiint  of  view." 

The  endometritis  comiuon  in  these  cases  must  not  be  overlooked, 
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as  it  is  the  most  important  factor,  next  to  lacerations  of  the  pelvic 
floor,  ill  the  causation  of  retropositions.  Every  appreciable  lesiou 
beiug  corrected,  and  after  vagiual  support  hus  been  faithfully  tried, 
Alexander's  operation  may  be  iiKlicaled,  But  in  all  crises  where 
there  are  adhesions,  tubal  or  ovarian  disease,  or  other  intra-abdom- 
inal complications,  hysterorrhaphy  is  to  be  preferred.  With  these 
liraitatious  and  conditions  for  each  procedure,  tlie  gyneeic  surgeon 
will  perform  more  hysterorrhnphies  than  Alexander  operations,  for 
the  field  of  Uf^efulness  of  the  latter  is  very  narrow. 

Witli  an  entirely  wrong  iilea  of  these  displacements  and  the 
manner  in  wliich  they  are  produced,  operators  have  devised  various 
intjenious  but  useless  methods  for  their  relief.  Whatever  operation 
be  selected  for  repair  of  the  perineum  must  elevate  the  rectocele, 
not  pull  it  down.  The  posterior  vaginal  wail  must  be  relaxed,  so 
that  the  uterus  may  rise. 

Women  with  retroptjsitions  conceive  very  readily,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  having  acquired,  not  congenital,  displacements,  the 
uterine  muscle  and  endometrium,  though  often  inflamed,  have  not 
undergone  pronounceil  structural  changes.  Tiiey  also  abort  very 
easily. 

Refroi'ersions  irifh  adhe.^ions  demand  separate  mention.  Brandt's 
method  shows  that  the  retroposed  organ  is  adherent  to  the  rectum. 
Careful  examinalioii  has  demonstrated  the  absence  of  sejitic  endo- 
metritis, and  presumably  no  disease  of  the  adnexn.  The  retroposed 
uterus  has  simply  become  adherent  to  the  rectum.  There  are  three 
methods  of  forcibly  replacing  the  organ.  Narcosis  and  an  amount 
of  bimanual  manipulations,  even  to  the  extent  of  dilatation  of  the 
uterus  so  as  to  introduce  the  finger,  has  been  recommended.  After 
all  this,  ice-bags  to  the  belly  and  confinement  to  bed  are  advised. 

Tiie  late  Marion  Sims  replaced  the  uterus  under  ether  by  using 
the  repositor  to  steady  tiie  organ  and  push  it  up,  and  placing  one 
hand  above  on  the  abdomen,  stripjiing  the  bowel  from  the  posterior 
surface  of  the  uterus. 

These  two  methods  necessitate  that  the  adhesions  shall  be  very 
easily  ruptured  ;  that  there  shall  not  be  the  least  disease  of  the 
tubes — not  even  occlusion  ;  that  the  tubes,  also,  shall  not  be  ad- 
herent to  the  pelvic  floor ;  that  there  shall  not  be  septic  endome- 
tritis; that  there  shall  not  be  even  the  most  minute  pus-focus  in 
the  adnexa.  If  any  one  deems  he  has  diagnostic  skill  sufficient 
to  determine  all    this,  he    may  choose   one   of  these   methods  of 
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replacement.     The  amount  of  danger  lurking  in  such  procedui'es 
esinnot  however  be  estimutt'tl. 

Whenever  the  retroposeti  uterus  is  adherent,  ventro-fixation  of 
the  organ  is  indicated.  Rare,  indeed,  must  be  the  cases  of  adherent 
uterus  without  some  lesion  of  the  adnexa ;   we  have  never  found 
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rectum. 

euch.  Thi.s  l>eing  the  ea.'se,  hysferorrhajthy  is  indicated,  inasmuch 
HS  by  it  whatever  cutnjdication  exi.st.s  can  be  corrected.  In  pro- 
posing such  a  measure  to  a  patient  it  is  well  to  lay  before  her  the 
small  rate  of  mortality,  and  she  must  judge  whether  her  sufieriug 
warrants  the  risk.  If  this  be  refused,  the  iehthyot-glycerin  with 
supporting  tampons,  together  with  liot  vaginal  itijeotions,  reduces 
the  sufi'ering  an<l  le-ssens  the  com  plications.  Women  who  work  and 
oinuot  afford  to  l>e  invalids  will  view  these  questions  from  a  stand- 
}>oint  far  different  from  the  wealthy,  and  demand  some  form  of 
radical  treatment. 

Alexander's  Operation, — The  indications  for  the  operation  are 
limited,  (iranted  that  the  perineum  has  been  repaired  and  all  appa- 
rent lesions  of  lalwr  corrected,  yet  the  organ  i)ersi8t8  in  a  retroposed 
elate.  There  are  no  adhesions,  no  eiidumetritis.  and  no  tubal  or 
ovarian  disease.  In  other  w<trds.  all  the  pelvic  organs  seem  to  be  in 
a  healthy  condition,  but  the  uterus  maintains  n  retroposition,  which 
still  gives  rise  to  8yra|itoms.  These,  and  only  these,  are  the  cases 
for  Alexander's  operation.  They  must  be  exceedingly  rare,  for  if 
a  retroposed  uterus  is  put  into  a  healthy  condition,  the  pelvic  floor, 
restored,  and  the  organ  supjK>rted  for  some  months,  its  ligaments  will 
regain  their  tone  and  require  no  shortening.  The  great  overlooked 
cause  of  persistent  retropositions  is  endometritis  associated  with  me- 
Iritis.     The  preparations  are  as  for  a  coeliotomy.     From  the  pubic 
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spiue  an  incision  is  made  in  the  direction  of  the  inguinal  canal 
for  two  iiiclies.  The  external  ring  is  opened  without  wounding 
its  pillars,  and  the  thin  layer  of  fascia  over  the  ring  severed  to 
the  fat  beneath,  which  is  pulled  out,  when  by  groping  with  a 
blunt  hook  the  ligament  may  be  found.  If  not  found  here,  the 
eauul  may  be  opeued  to  the  internal  ring  if  necessary.  Having 
exposed  one  ligament,  it  is  caught  with  forceps,  the  wound  pro- 
tected  by   a  dressing,   and   the   other    ligament  sought    for   and 
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The  Round  Ugmmenland  t(s  Topographical  Aim:  mitcrior  superior  lllar  iptne :  B,  crural  hernia; 

C,  round  Ugammt  qf  the  ulmit;  l>.  external  obliqui;  miuclc;  E,  HaphcnH  vein;  F,  falciform  procea»nf 
the  Mphenuii*  opening :  O,  fvrooral  artury  In  llx  xhcath  -  11,  fcninnil  vein  in  it<i  nliuath  .  I,  sarturius 
muscle:  K,  inlenial  obllqut!  mnscle :  k,  cunJoinL*d  tenclon  ;  LL,  tranHrersaliii  AiitciB;  M.  epigastric 
anerv;  X,  peritoneum:  O.  anterior  crural  nerve:  P.  hernia  within  tlie  crural  canal:  QQ.  femoral 
sheatli :  H,  Glmbvraat'a  ligament. 

secured.  The  uterus  has  previously  been  replaced,  and  raain- 
tainf'd  in  its  proper  position  by  a  high  vaginal  tamponade  of 
iodoform  gauze,  juit  in  the  day  before  the  operation.  Re]>lace- 
nient  on  the  sound  at  the  time  of  operation  is  condemned,  and  to 
replace  the  organ  by  traction  on  the  ligaments  exposes  them  to 
the  danger  of  rupture.  But  immediate  re|*lacenient  may  be  made 
bimannally  at  the  time  of  operation.  Tlie  ligaments  are  then 
drawn  r»ut  gently  until  they  become  tense.  If  the  inguinal  canal 
has  been  opened,  its  edges  should  be  carefully  closed  by  catgut,  if 
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the  wound  is  to  be  closed,  or  by  silkworm-w;ut  sutures  it'  the  wound 
is  to  be  left  opeu.  Two  to  four  sutures  should  penetrate  the 
ligament  with  the  pillars  of  the  ring.  The  excess  of  ligament, 
amounting  to  from  two  to  three  inches,  is  cut  oft".  If  the  patient 
l)e  spare,  the  sutures  may  include  all  the  tissues,  but  if  asepsis 
ha  inii>erfeet  and  the  woman  is  fat,  it  is  better  to  treat  the  lower 
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The  Round  Lipiment  and  lu  Topographical  Anatomy :  rj,  glnndt  in  tbo  neighborhood  of  Ponnan's  lin- 
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other  lelten  refer  to  the  nine  parti  aa  *een  in  the  preecding  flKure. 


portions  of  the  wound  by  Pryor's  method,  leaving  the  fat  open 
to  granidate.  This  should,  however,  be  rarely  necessary.  In 
this  way  the  ring  is  firndy  closed,  and  the  ends  of  the  ligament*! 
l)ecome  buried  in  a  mass  of  firm  fibrous  tissue.  If  the  latter 
be  adopted,  the  suture  ends  may  be  cut  short  and  the  sutures 
allowed  to  become  buried.  The  ligament  is  recognized  by  its 
rounded  shape,  pink  color,  and  glistening  appearance.  It  is  wise 
not  to  do  too  much  cutting  in  the  ring,  but  rather  to  gejjarate 
the  loose  tiasues  by  pinch-forceps,  thus  avoiding  the  nerves  and 
vessels.  The  wounds  are  dressed  with  antiseptic  gauze.  The 
procedure   is  the  same   on   both   sides.     The  vaginal  tampon   is 
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removed  two  or  three  days  nfier  the  operation,  ami  a  small  one 
again  applied.  Thid  method  of  support  from  below  is  infinitely 
superior  to  the  use  of  a  pessary,  as  advised  by  most  authors.  There 
is  no  danger  of  inguinal  hernia,  owing  to  the  escjij^e  of  intra-abdom- 
inal prt'ssnre  at  the  perineum.  This,  together  with  the  gentler  avo- 
cation? of  women,  prevents  this  accident  after  the  inguinal  canals 
have  been  opened. 

Wylie  or  Baer's   Operation. — The  abdomen  is  opened  with  the 
usual  precautions  against  sepsis.     The  inner  side  of  the  round  liga- 
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OpcralioQ  I'roposed  by  Wylle  uid  Baer  for  ReCro-dl»placemeDt  of  the  Dtenu. 

ments  are  8crai)edf  so  as  to  make  their  surfaces  raw ;  then,  around 
a  fold  of  each,  three  silk  ligittures  are  passed,  so  as  to  include  raost 
of  the  ligjiment  and  fold  the  raw  peritoneal  surfaces  on  etich  other. 
Thus  the  ligaments  are  siiorteued,  the  fohls  being  external. 

Dudteijs  Operation, — The  round  ligaments  in  this  case  are 
brought  iu  front  of  the  uterus  and  attached  to  its  surface  by  silk 
sutures  after  the  approximated  peritoneal  surfaces  have  beeu  de- 
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Oiwrallou  Propoacii  tiy  l>udley  fur  L'Uirine  RclixMllaplsceniunl. 

nuded.     These  o]>erations  are  open    to  tlie  objection  of  approxi- 
mating the  coruua  of  the  uterus.     Patency  of  the  Fallopian  tnl)e8 
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in  essential  to  conception,  and  tliey  are  shar[)ly  l»eii»  by  these  pro- 
cedures, as  also  by  Alexunder's  operation.  Polk  lias  described  a 
case  where  his  operation  waa  followed  by  occlusion  of  the  tube, 
and  it  might  easily  result  from  the  others.  Under  any  ciretini- 
stances  the  results  do  not  justify  the  pntcednres. 

Hyster&rrhaphy. — The  precautions  mentioned  under  Coeliotomy 
are  to  be  taken.  Silk  worm-gut  is  the  i>ref«'rable  suture  material, 
combining  the  advantage  of  silk  and  silver  wire,  while  free  from 
their  drawbacks,  tlie  size  known  as  "Salmon-gut"  being  the 
Ix'st.  The  abdomen  is  o]>eued  as  low  down  as  jmssibie,  the  incision 
being  small.  Trendeleii berg's  posture  is  of  the  greatest  help, 
because  the  moment  the  abdomen  is  opened  the  pelvis  becomes 
emptied  of  viscera,  thus  eliminatiug  the  danger  of  injury  to  the 
intestines.  When  the  abdomen  is  opened,  a  careful  inspection  is 
made  of  the  uterus  and  adnexa,  and  the  exact  condition  of  the  pel- 
vic contents  determined.  Under  the  combined  guidance  of  eye 
and  touch  existing  adhesions  are  severed.  In  the  majority  of  eases 
manipulation  with  two  fingers  will  suffice  to  break  up  the  adhesions, 
the.  pahjiar  face  of  the  Hngers  being  directed  in  this  maneuvre  to 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  uterus,  and  as  progress  is  made  the 
uterus  is  raised.  OUl  and  very  firm  a<lhesions  may  recpiire  the 
a.ssistance  of  the  .'<ciss(»rs  or  scalpel,  care  being  tnkeii  that  (lie  rec- 
tum be  not  wounded.  It  is  in  just  these  cjises,  the  diiliculties  of 
which  may  not  be  foretold,  that  Trendelenberg's  posture  is  of  espe- 
cial benefit,  and  the  incision  need  not  be  longer  than  is  required  in 
the  horizontal  posture.  If  the  operation  he  attenipte<I  in  the  latter 
fxjsture,  the  greatest  annoyance  is  felt  from  the  intestines  slipping 
in  Ijctween  the  fuigcrs,  which  are  thereby  subjected  to  unnecessary 
and  even  dangerous  hanrlling.  Hemorrhage  due  to  severing  of  the 
adhesions  is  very  sliglit,  for  they  are  not  very  vascular,  being  little 
more  than  connective-tissue  bundles  tovered  by  f>eritoneum.  iSIntuld 
the  capillary  oozing  be  at  all  disagreeable  and  collect  in  a  pool  in 
the  cul-de-sac,  a  wad  of  antiseptic  gauze,  preferably  iodoform  gauze, 
may  be  introduced  to  exercise  pressure  and  e^tch  the  blood.  This 
is  to  be  removed  just  before  the  sutures  are  tied.  Very  seldom 
will  a  ligature  or  stitch  be  necessary  to  c()ntrol  the  trifling  bleed- 
ing.    Hhould  such  be  required,  it  may  preferably  be  of  catgut. 

The  greater  the  difficulties  met  with  in  this  operation,  the  more 
jparent  becomes  the  benefits  of  Trendelenberg's  posture,  each  com- 
plication contributing  a  forceful  argument  in  \i&  favor. 
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The  uterus  bcin};  freed  and  elevated,  the  udnexa  are  carefully 
iuspeeted,  if  their  exact  ooiidilioii  has  not  already  l>ecome  apparent 
while  releasinjif  the  uterus.  Should  they  be  the  seat  of  disease  which 
wnrmnts  their  removal,  that  is  uow  done.  The  uterus  is  lifted  up 
into  the  wuuud  and  into  what  is  deemed  the  proper  relationship 
to  the  vagina  and  the  bladder,  and  a  uote  made  of  this  relative  to 
the  incision.  The  organ  being  retained  in  the  proper  position  by 
sterilized  gauze  on  a  holder,  the  exact  site  for  the  fixation  of  the 
uterus  its  determined,  and  a  suture  is  passed  throiigli  the  etitire 
abdominal  wall  of  one  side.  The  needle  is  again  grasped  in  the 
needle-holder  and  pa.ssed  deep  beneath  the  uterine  serosa  from  side 
to  side,  being  entered  at  the  apex  of  the  fundus  and  penetrating  the 
muscular  tissue  to  the  depth  of  one-eightli  of  an  inch.  In  this  way 
the  suture  lies  under  about  a  half  inch  of  the  serosa  transvei-sely. 
Again  the  needle  is  taken  and  passed  through  the  abilominal  layers 
of  the  other  side,  opposite  the  point  of  first  introduction.  A  second 
suture  is  introduced  in  a  similar  manner  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
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Sutures  In  Position  In  HystcrorThaphy. 


posterior  to  the  first  one,  and  passing  the  uterine  serosa,  as  in  the 
first  instance.  A  bayonet-pointed  needle  is  best  used,  one  without 
a  cutting  edge.     Unless  a  sharp  needle  be  used  or  too  much  tissue 
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be  taken  «|>  by  it,  the  neeiUc-pniK'tures  bleed  but  littlL'.  These  two 
sutures  are  lield  by  eateh-roreeps,  and  others  introciiieeil  to  close  the 
rest  of  the  wuund.  Two  Biilures  only  pass  through  the  uterine 
tissue.  The  uterine  sutures  aire  lied  fii-st,  after  whieli,  it'  it  be 
thout:;lit  de.>;irable,  the  patient  may  be  lowered  from  Trendeleriberg'.s 
podture,  all  liunger  of  incluiling  j;ut  between  the  uterus  and  pariete^ 
haviug  passed  wiicn  tlie  sutures  are  tied.     While  tying  the  sutures, 
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especially  those  which  pass  througli  the  uterus,  the  peritoneum  of 
the  ineisinn  sliKuld  be  mrffidly  appmxinialetl,  an<l  it  is  wise  to  leave 
the  uterine  (futures  (juite  h}n<;  for  tdentifieaiion.  It  is  advisable  to 
gently  scarify  that  part  of  the  uterine  surface  which  is  to  eonu"  next 
to  the  parietal  peritoneum,  in  order  to  ensure  sufficient  plastic  union 
between  the  opposed  surfaces,  but  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary. 
If  the  uterus  be  fastened  too  near  the  uiubUicus.  undue  drajjijing 
will  take  place  on  the  sutures  and  increase  the  tendency  which  the 
organ  naturally  has  to  break  away.  And  if  fastened  too  far  for- 
ward, it  will  ernbarniss  the  bladder  by  making  a  band  across  its 
area  of  distension  from  the  cul-de-sac  to  a  point  aljove  the  sym- 
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pliysia.  The  sutures  should  be  reiiittveiJ  ubout  the  eighth  day,  but 
those  through  the  uterus  may  remtiiu  three  weeks  or  longer.  Just 
before  their  removal  the  uterus  should  be  held  up  by  an  iodoform 
gauze  tuinpori,  and  vaginal  siu[)port  by  gauze  or  wool  should  be 
employed  for  several  weeks  longer.  Pessaries  are  inadvisable,  for 
the  rea.son  that  this  operation  is  seldom  done  for  uneomplicated 
retropositions.  Tiie  objections  made  to  the  operation  are — its  pos- 
sible rate  of  mortality  ;  the  production  of  a  break  in  the  ventral 
wall,  with  the  possibility  of  hernia  ;  the  formation  of  a  false  band 
around  which  intestines  may  become  caught;  lixation  of  the  uterus 
in  a  false  position  ;  the  induced  immobility  of  the  organ  ;  the  pos- 
sibility of  failure  from  the  operation,  and  its  effect  upon  a  future 
pregnancy.  None  of  these  objections  are  pertinent  when  the 
hysterorrhaphy  is  done  for  retroposition  with  adhesions  or  as  an 
operation  secondary  to  another,  such  as  removal  of  both  adnexa, 
fur  instance.  But  they  become  forcible  when  we  consider  the  o])e- 
ration  as  a  remedial  agent  directed  to  the  relief  of  uncomplicated 
retrt)positions  of  the  organ.  They  may  be  considered  8ej>arately. 
There  is  no  rate  of  mortality  itiherent  in  the  operation,  anil  it  does 
not  complicate  other  operative  jtroeedures  performed  at  the  same 
time.  Still,  there  is  a  certain  fractional  j>ercentage  which  not  even 
the  most  precise  asepsis  can  overcome,  all  of  which  is  due  to  con- 
tingent diseases,  "surgical  accidents,"  etc.  The  possibility  of  ven- 
tral hernia  is  undoubtedly  atteiulant  upon  every  operation  in  which 
the  peritoneal  cavity  is  opened.  No  csise,  so  far  as  we  know,  has 
been  rejioi-ted  where  intestinal  obstruction  has  been  due  to  the 
adhesion  between  the  uterus  and  ventral  wall,  but  the  operation  is 
comparatively  new,  and  such  may  yet  occur.  Fixation  of  the  organ 
in  a  false  position  is  immaterial  in  view  of  the  relief  from  symp- 
toms proiluced  thereby.  The  immobility  of  the  uterus  is  also 
another,  but  not  a  serious  objection.  That  the  operation  occasionally 
fail.s  is  undoubtedly  true,  but  if  other  morbid  eonditions,  especially 
lesions  of  the  pelvic  floor,  be  properly  attended  to,  failure  will  be 
very  exceptional.  The  union  obtained  is  very  tender,  and,  like 
other  adhesidns  produced  from  serotis  surfaces,  it  is  very  elastic  and 
prone  to  stretch.  This  is  eminently  so  in  regard  to  the  ut-erus  fixed 
in  this  position,  for  it  not  only  has  its  own  weight  to  bear,  but  also 
that  of  the  entire  pelvic  floor  when  the  latter  tends  to  bulge  under 
intra-abdominal  pressure.  Abortion  has  occurred  in  uteri  so  fixed, 
and  is  due  to  coexisting  morbiil  conditions  rather  than  to  the  fix- 


atioii ;  but  it  surely  does  nut  Ofcur  as  often  tis  in  lixed  letrojjosed 
uteri.  Pregnancy  which  has  j)rog;resse(l  to  full  term  has  been 
reported  a  number  ut'  times.  Repeated  Caesarean  section  in  the 
same  individual  demonstrates  the  trivial  infiufuee  of  fixation  upon 
the  i)regnant  uteru>.  Tlie  indications,  then,  for  primary  hyster- 
orrhaphy,  are,  failure  sifter  conscientious  antl  skilled  efibrt  to  keep 
up  a  retroiK>sed  uterus,  and  adherent  retropositious. 

Eatimnled  Value  of  the  Various  Procedures  for  the  Relief  of  Retro- 
posiiiom  of  the  Ulcrua. — The  cau.ses*  of  the  displacement  s^hould  l>e 
sought  for  and  corrected.  Any  conditions  resulting  from  the  dis- 
placement are  then  to  be  cured.  This  being  done,  the  organ  is  to  be 
replaced,  and  attempts  to  retain  it  there  by  means  of  elastic  tam- 
pons, as  lamb'ts  wool,  tried  for  months ;  or  a  pes.sary  may,  less  fre- 
quently, be  used  for  this  jiurpose.  The  uterus  is  preferably  replaced 
by  the  bimanual  methoil,  but  the  repositor  may  be  used  as  an 
extreme  measure  and  under  all  the  precautions  surrounding  an 
operation.  If  the  retropo.sed  organ  be  adherent,  massage  should 
be  tried  a  number  of  times.  Failing  with  this,  coeliotomy  may 
be  done,  the  adhesions  severed,  and  the  uterus  fastened  up  by 
hysterorrhaphy.  Alexander's  operation  is  to  be  performed  only 
after  every  resource  has  been  tried  and  has  failed,  except  hysteror- 
rhaphy, but  it  must  not  l>e  forgotten  that  Alexander's  operation  is 
Jiot  applicable  to  adherent  uteri  or  where  there  is  any  disease  of  the 
pelvic  peritoneum  or  adnexa.  A  very  insignificant  band  of  adhe- 
sion will  suffice  to  retain  the  uterus  anteposed,  when  once  it  has 
been  j>roperly  replacetl.  The  intra-abdominal  pressure  is  opera- 
tive from  behind  a.s  well  as  above,  and  tends  to  keep  the  organ  in 
ita  proper  position  over  the  bladder:  but  when  once  it  falls  behind 
that  viscus,  the  intra-abdominal  pressure  is  exerted  only  from  above. 
Hence  it  is  that  any  slight  force  wlien  properly  jilaced  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  retain  it  ])roperly.  The  great  cause  of  these  retropositions 
is  traction  from  l)eluw  or  pressure  from  above  upon  the  enlarged 
uterus,  before  tliose  frail  ligaments — the  utero-sacral  and  round — 
have  involuted  after  labor. 

It  is  our  belief  that  very  many  Alexander  operations  are  un- 
necessarily done  upon  women  whose  uteri  could  retain  their  nor- 
mal position,  if  j»atience  and  continuous  support  from  below  were 
used  until  the  round  liganients  shrink.  These  ligaments  arc  but 
tender  cords,  and  would  fail  if  much  strength  were  re<juired  to  hold 
the  replaced  uterus  forward.      It  haa  become  the  habit  with  some 
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to  supplement  a  cceliotoiny  by  this  operation.  Hysterorrliaphy  or 
almost  niiy  other  procedure  for  retuitiing  the  uterus  is  preferable 
under  these  circuiiistauees. 

Prolapsus. 

Descent  or  prolapse  of  the  uterus  may  be  of  any  degree,  from 
that  of  slight  displacement,  -which  accompanies  a  retroversion,  to  the 
complete,  where  the  whole  organ  is  below  the  pelvic  outlet.    There- 
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Varieties  of  Prolapsoi. 

fore  any  explanation  of  the  amount  of  descent  must  be  descriptive, 
and  the  condition  cannot  be  divided  into  firet,  second  and  third 
degrees. 

As  a  very  general  rule,  the  condition  occurs  in  women  who  have 
borne  children,  but  it  also  occurs  in  nullipara?.  In  the  two 
classes  the  affection  is  essentially  different  in  etiology,  pathology, 
and  treatment. 

Complete  and  partial  prolapse  comes  on  gradually  in  most  crises, 
but  sudden  efibrts  or  effects,  iis  lifting,  being  crushed,  or  falling  from 
a  height,  may  bring  it  on  acutely  by  rupturing  the  round,  utero- 
sacral,  and  broad  ligaments. 

Pathology  of  Completk  Prolapse. — The  vagina  is  inverted. 
Its  posterior  wall  is  prevented  from  further  descent  by  the  sj)hiucler 
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11.  The  anterior  wall  ib  cLeekt'd  In  further  descent  by  its  attach- 
ment to  the  bladder,  the  latter  doing  tiiis  through  its  insertion  at 
the   symphysiis.     The   epithelium    of  the    vagina   becomes   thick- 
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Venlckl  Me.ilal  Section  of  Pit>l«psu«  l't«rl :  u.  ule^riia  :  B.  blkdd«r;  V,  AitMrior  vaginal  wall :   V",  pustorlur 
vaginal  wall :  ^',  pubic  bun« ;  A,  posterior  peritoneal  poocb  :  p,  anterior  peritoneal  pouob. 

ened  and  like  cuticle,  it  may  even  iu  old  cases  have  fine  hairs. 
Continuous  irritation  against  the  thighs  antl  clothing  may  produce 
local  losses  of  tissue  in  the  shape  of  irregular  ulcers.  Thi^  urethra 
is  also  dragged  down,  and  its  canal  is  U-shaped.  The  uterus 
occupies  the  pouch  of  the  inverted  vagina,  and  both  before  and 
l)ehind  are  culs-de-sac  lined  with  peritoneum.  Both  are  below  the 
outlet  of  the  pelvis.  Further  descent  of  the  uterus  is  prevented  hy 
the  anterior  tind  posterior  vaginal  walls,  by  the  utero-sacral  liga- 
ments, but  .Hill  more  by  the  broad  ligaments.  The  round  liga- 
ments play  but  !i  small  part  iu  supporting  the  organ. 

The  cervix  is  eng(jrged  from  stasis,  and  its  vaginal  portion,  being 
the  lowest  point  of  the  tumor,  may  be  ulcerated.     According  to  the 
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integrity  of  the  external  os,  there  may  or  nuiy  not  be  ectropion  ot* 
the  cervical  mucous  membrane.  The  uterine  wall  and  mucosa  are 
in  the  contlitioii  of  chronic  liypertrophic  metritis  and  endometritis, 
botli  being  thickened  witii  the  production  of  new  connective-tissue 
elements.  There  i.s  asually  chronic  urethritis  from  retention  of  the 
urine  in  the  dihited  and  prohipsed  urethra,  and  tliere  may  be  chronic 
cystitis.     The  cul-de-sac  between  uterus  and  bladder  and  the  utero- 
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rectal  pouch  may  be  occupied  by  intestines;  and  the  ovaries  and 
tubes  lie  on  top  of  the  fundus.  Tension  on  the  broad  ligaments 
produces  obstruction  in  the  ureters,  and  inflammatory  conditions, 
even  hydronephrosis,  may  result.  In  very  old  cases  marked  atrophy 
of  the  uterus  may  ensue. 

The  condition  is  es.'^entinlly  that  of  hernia  through  the  pelvic 
floor.  Continuous  irritation  of  the  cervix  of  the  prolapsed  uterus 
existing  fe»r  years  may  even  produce  epithelioma.  Torsion  of  the 
broad  ligaments  produees  varicocele  in  the  pampiniform  plexus. 

Causes. — The  starling-point  of  all  cases  of  prula|we  is  a  break 
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in  the  pelvic  floor,  or  relaxation  of  the  uterine  ligamente,  or 
increa.=e(l  weight  of  the  uterus.  With  any  one  of  these  factora 
present  an  increase  in  intra-abdominal  pressure  will  produce 
descent  of  the  uterus.  AUhovigli  the  lifi;anients  may  for  a  time 
return  the  organ  to  its  normal  postilion  after  such  effort,  yet  the 
eoutinuous  strain  will  in  time  produce  the  permanent  lesion. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  find  the  condition  following  lahor,  or  resulting 
from  a  neoplasm,  or  associated  with  subinvolution  and  supravaginal 
hypertrophy  of  the  cervix.  The  latter  condition  will  be  separately 
described. 

Tears  in  the  pelvic  floor  should  warn  us  against  too  early  resump- 
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lion  of  duty  after  labor.  For  involution  of  the  uterus  alone  is 
not  all  that  ia  necessary,  but  the  elongated  ligaments  and  generally 
enlarged  parturient  canal  must  also  shrink,  that  the  organ  may 
have  proper  support. 

Rupture  of  the  perineum  more  than  any  one  other  lesion  con- 
duces to  prolapse,  and  in  the  following  way :  The  parturient  wonmn 
in  naturally  inclined  to  constipation  from  the  very  luiture  of  her 
iraakened  condition.  In  attempting  to  force  out  the  stool  by  strain- 
si 
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the  break  in  the  pelvic  floor  allows  of  the  escape  of  a  good  deal 
of  force,  aud  she  has  to  bear  down  very  hard.  As  she  forces  the 
stool  down,  it  does  not  have  the  resistance  of  the  perineum,  which 
would  naturally  direct  it  backward  through  the  sphincter.  The 
levator  ani,  which  is  the  muscle  opposed  in  its  action  to  the  sphinc- 
ter ani,  and  which  dilates  the  latter,  being  torn,  the  sphincter  cannot 
dilate  nortnally,  but  rather  closes  more  tightly.  The  stool  there- 
fore meets  this  muscle  contracted,  and,  the  pressure  still  continuing, 
the  contents  of  the  bowel  bulge  out  the  rectum  into  the  lumeu  of 
the  vagina,  thereby  producing  a  rectocele.  In  doing  this  the  poste- 
rior vaginal  wall  is  drawn  down,  and  it,  in  turn,  pulls  on  the  cervix. 
In  front  of  the  uterus  is  the  thick-walled  bladder,  preventing  its 
forward  movement :  therefore  it  is  pulled  backward.  This  traction, 
together  with  the  steadily-increasing  intra-abdominal  pressure  which 
the  woman  keeps  up  to  force  out  the  feces,  produces  both  retrover- 
sion and  descent.  The  bowel  is  emj)tied,  the  pressure  subsides,  aud 
the  elasticity  of  the  tissues  draws  up  the  displaced  organs.  Frequent 
repetitions  of  this,  together  with  other  acts  of  her  life  which  in- 
crease this  intra-abdominal  pressure,  gradually  bring  about  the 
condition  we  describe  as  prolapse.  The  rectocele  is  the  first  pouch 
of  tissue  to  appear,  as  a  rule.     Following  upon  this  rectocele,  tlie 
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uterus  having  descended  somewhat,  comes  the  anterior  vaginal  wall, 
producing  a  cystocele.  In  this  anterior  pouch  is  contained  more  or 
less  of  the  bladder.     Cystocele  occasionally  occurs  before  the  recto- 
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The  urethra  may  even  be  loosed  i'roin  its  attiicljineiits  to  the  sym- 
physis. It  is  iu  this  way  tliat  so  great  a  laxity  of  attach  laeut  of 
the  anterior  vaginal  wall  to  tlic  bladder  and  symphysis  is  produced 
as  to  cause  the  apj)eiirance  uf  cystocele  before  rectocele  ensues.  From 
what  has  been  said  the  importance  of  ea^iy  evacuation  of  the  bowels 
by  enemata  without  straining,  whenever  the  ijcrineum  is  torn, 
must  be  apparent.  When  the  axis  of  the  uterus  has  become  coin- 
cident with  that  of  the  vagina  the  intra-abdominal  pressure  beare 
directly  upon  the  uterus  continuously,  in  a  direction  which  tends 
to  force  it  out.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  tliat  in  its  normal  posi- 
tion over  the  bladder,  the  intra-abdominal  pressure  is  behind  the 
uterus  as  well  as  above  it,  and  tends  to  force  it  forward.  In  other 
words,  it  supports  the  organ. 

When  the  cystocele  has  become  at  all  marked,  dysuria  is  pres- 
ent, and  considerable  effort  must  be  employed  to  empty  the 
bladder.  Thus  another  cause  for  increasing  the  cystocele  is  gen- 
erated. Complete  evacuation  of  the  bladder  becomes  impossible; 
a  little  urine  is  retained  and  decomposes;  an  irritable  and  inflamed 
condition  ensues  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  followed  by  ardor  urinee. 
Thus  it  is  that,  when  once  the  prolapse  is  accompanied  by  cystocele 
and  rectocele,  these  conditions  become  causes  for  such  efforts  to 
empty  the  bowel  and  bladder  as  to  still  further  add  to  the  descent. 

The  mechanism  of  the  pelvic  floor  is  very  simple  and  easily  under- 
stood. The  practical  difference  in  the  pelvic  floor  between  the  male 
and  female  is  the  adtlitional  break  in  the  latter  by  the  vaginal  canal. 
Nature  has  guarded  tiiis  very  well  by  surrounding  the  whole  lower 
third  of  the  vagina  with  the  levator  ani  muscle.  In  its  action  this 
muscle,  when  contracting,  doses  the  vagina,  lifts  the  perineum,  and 
pulls  apart  tlie  fibres  of  the  sphincter  ani  if  the  latter  be  relaxed. 
The  combined  action  of  both  muscles  is  to  close  the  pelvic  outlet 
entirely.  Whenever  a  nulliparous  woman  tighlens  her  belly  an<I 
diaphragm,  the  pelvic  muscles  contract  involuntarily,  as  in  the 
various  movements  of  the  body.  When  such  a  woman  defecates, 
the  sphincter  relaxes,  the  levator  contracts  and  closes  the  vaginal 
cleft,  while  the  rectal  is  open,  thus  preventing  any  marked  descent 
of  the  uterus.  There  is  a  very  sufficient  correlation  between  the 
actions  of  the  two  rausclos.  There  are  other  supplementary  but 
unimportant  perineal  muscles.  The  levator  ani  is  covered  by 
a  sheet  of  the  pelvic  fascia,  known  as  the  obturator  fascia,  which 
gives  it  great  strength. 
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When  the  fibres  of  this  fascia  and  muscle  are  separated,  as  in 
laceration  of  the  perineum,  their  ends  retract  gradually  toward 
the  ischial  rami  of  either  side,  producing  the  "  angles  "  or  "  sulci " 


Fig.  244. 
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Pelvic  Floor  broken  down.  Uterus  In  retroflex- 
ion. The  intra-abdominal  pressure  now 
increases  the  displacement  and  ends  Anally 
iu  prolapsus. 


spoken  of  in  articles  on  perineorrhaphy.  The  older  the  case  the 
more  marked  is  this  retraction.  In  recent  tears  it  cannot  be  ob- 
served. As  the  rectocele  comes  down  it  pushes  out  between  these 
separated  fibres. 

A  woman  with  ruptured  perineum  on  defecating  relaxes  the 
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IllustratlnR  the  Formation  of  a  (Complete  Prolapsus, 


sphincter,  but  the  levator  fibres  arc  torn  asunder,  and  their  dilat- 
ing action  \x\)on  the  sphincter  is  gone.     She  has  to  strain,  and  as 
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she  does  so  the  vagina  can  no  longer  be  closed  by  the  levator,  but 
the  rent  allows  the  intra-abdoraiual  pressure  to  force  the  poBterior 
vaginal  wall  out  of  the  vulvfil  orifice,  producing  a  rectocele.  In  this 
way,  and  this  only,  is  prolapsus  produced.  The  condition  is  rightly 
described  as  a  hernia  through  the  pelvic  floor. 

The  first  step  in  prolapsus  is  a  retroposition  of  the  organ.  Ae 
this  increases  rectocele  supervenes,  and  in  a  short  time  cystoceie. 
"When  the  uterus  has  descended  to  the  vulva,  it  loses  its  retroposed 
position  through  its  attachment  to  the  bladder,  becomes  more  erect, 
and  is  pulled  toward  the  symphysis.  On  escaping  from  the  body 
it  occupies  a  position  in  the  centre  of  the  sac.  After  a  cert-ain 
amount  of  descent  has  taken  place  retarded  venous  circulation 
causes  the  organ  to  enlarge,  and  still  more  contributes  to  prolapse. 

Symptoms. — In  acute  prolapse  there  are  the  symptoms  of  great 
Bhoc'k,  signs  of  internal  hemorrhage  perhaps,  and  severe  pelvic 
pain.  This  condition  is  rarely  seen.  Examination  will  readily 
demonstrate  the  lesion. 

The  uterus  is  found  at  cw  outside  the  vulva,  covered  with  the 
anterior  or  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  according  as  it  was  anteverted 
or  retroverted  before  the  accident.  The  parts  are  livid  from  venous 
stasis,  due  to  pressure  on  the  thin-walled  veins  in  the  tense  broad 
ligaments.  The  patient  is  usually  unable  to  urinate,  owing  to  dis- 
tortion of  the  urethral  canal  and  pressure  U])on  it  by  the  displaced 
organ.     The  bearing-down  pain  amounts  to  agony. 

lu  chronic  prolapse,  coming  on  gradually,  the  first  symptoms  are 
those  of  backache,  bearing-down  or  tenesmus,  shooting  pains  from 
rectum  to  bladder,  costiveness,  dysuria,  pains  radiating  down  the 
thighs,  and  absolute  inability  to  walk.  And  yet  a  complete  pro- 
lapse of  many  years'  standing  may  produce  no  effect  upon  the 
woman,  she  merely  complaining  of  the  iueonvenienee  of  the  mass. 
There  may  be  symptoms  of  kitlney  disease  from  obstruction  in 
the  ureters,  and  the  peritoneum  is  often  involved  in  cases,  render- 
ing replacement  impossible.  The  erosions  which  occur  produce  an 
annoying  discharge.  The  uterine  walls  are  thickened,  but  X\\v 
endometrium  is  not  markeilly  changed.  Menstruation  .seems  as 
often  decreased  as  increased,  due  in  part,  probably,  to  the  fact  that 
most  cases  occur  about  or  after  the  menopause.  Cystitis  is  not  un- 
common, due  to  incomplete  evacuation  of  the  'bladder.  The  coe- 
tiveness,  the  continual  straining  at  stool,  and  the  use  of  evacnants 
produce  a  proctitis,  which  may  lead  to  the  supposition  of  the  exist- 
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ence  of  rectal  disease  only.  Objectively,  a  tumor  is  found  pro- 
jecting from  the  vulva  and  attnclied  to  the  niargias  of  the  pelvic 
outlet,  and  more  or  less  pear-shaped,  with  the  base  up.  At  its  apex 
is  found  the  os  externum,  into  which  the  probe  readily  enters.  A.s 
demonstrating  the  importance  of  drainage  from  the  uterus,  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  these  cases,  though  subjected  to  much  exami- 
nation at  many  hands  and  exposed  to  all  sort«  of  filthy  seldom 
present  the  changes  of  septic  endometritis,  so  perfect  is  the  escape 
of  the  discharges. 

If  gut  be  in  the  posterior  cul-de-sac,  there  may  be  a  tympanitic 
percussion  note  at  the  upper  border  of  the  tumor  behind. 

Usually  the  tumor  may  readily  be  reduced  en  maxse,  with  the 
production  of  intestinal  gurgling,  and  as  readily  comes  down  again. 
The  sound  in  the  urethra  follows  down  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
tumor  for  a  distance.  With  the  sound  in  the  bladder  and  finger 
in  the  rectum  the  two  meet  without  the  interposition  of  the  uterus, 
and  the  Hnger  demonstrates  that  organ  in  its  new  position,  with  the 
broad  ligaments  as  tense  lateral  suspensory  bands.  In  using  the 
Bound  in  the  uterus  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  cases  of  pregnancy 
in  the  prolapsed  uterus  are  not  rare.  Even  ectopic  gestation  has 
occurred  with  complete  prolapse.  Occasionally  the  sound  will  show 
the  uterus  to  be  in  a  retroflexed  position  in  the  sac.  If  the  bowels 
have  a  tendency  to  inspissate,  the  patient  has  great  difficulty  in 
defecation,  the  atool  coming  down  to  the  rectum  and  remaining  there 
through  lack  of  expulsive  power  in  the  abdomen.  Retention  of 
nrine  in  the  cy.«toceie  pnxiuces  cystitis  and  a  constant  desire  to 
urinate.  Tlie  urine  hsis  an  ammonlacal  odor  in  such  cases.  In 
long-.Htandiug  cases  incontinence  of  urine  may  come  on,  the  bhidder 
remaining  partly  filled  all  the  time. 

Less  descent  of  the  organ  than  the  above  description  pictures, 
has  been  by  author?  divided  into  two  degrees — the  first  when  the 
cervix  is  above  the  vulval  orifice,  and  the  second  degree  when  it 
iippcars  at  or  engages  in  the  vulva.  They  class  complete  prolapse 
as  of  the  third  ilegree.  There  is  some  convenience  in  this  classi- 
fication, but  it  is  entirely  arbitrary.  In  examining  these  cases  of 
lesser  prolapse,  the  patient  lying  on  her  back,  the  utenis  rect^des 
quite  a  distance  into  the  i>elvis.  But  by  causing  her  to  bear  dowD, 
ebe  can  readily  cause  the  rectocele  and  cystocele  to  appear.  Neo- 
plasms and  ascites  may  cause  descent  if  the  pelvic  floor  be  not 
Id  tact. 
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Diagnosis. — Inversion,  polypus,  and  infra-vaginal  elongation  of 
the  cervix  uteri  might  be  mistaken  for  prolapse.  In  inversion  there 
is  absence  of  the  cerviftil  canal  and  presence  of  the  two  lateral 
openings  of  the  tubes  at  the  base  of  the  tumor.  The  protruding 
nia.s9  is  encircled  at  its  highest  point  by  the  cervix,  presenting  the 
same  appearance  as  though  the  mass  were  a  polypoid  tumor  pro- 
truding from  the  cervical  canal,  A  finger  in  the  rectum  will  reveal 
the  fundus  uteri  absent  from  its  normal  pof^ition  and  the  cup-shaped 
depression  in  the  intra-pelvic  cervix.  A  polypus  hanging  from  the 
cervix  or  protruding  through  the  os  presents  the  cervical  opening 
above  the  tumor.  The  fundus  uteri  will  be  found  in  its  normal 
position. 

Strangulation  of  the  prolapse  may  occur  when  the  vulval  orifice 
is  small,  the  organ  coming  out  easily  enough,  but  swelling  from 
stasis,  so  as  to  endanger  ita  vitality. 

The  Prognosis  is  excellent,  both  as  to  relief  of  the  symptoms  by 
palliative  treatment  and  as  to  the  result  of  operative  procedures. 

Treatmknt. — It  having  been  aseertjuned  that  by  taxis  the 
hernia  can  be  reduced,  retention  in  its  proper  position  becomes  our 
object.  There  are  two  means  by  which  this  may  be  accomjdished. 
Certain  patients  will  not  submit  to  operation  until  every  other 
known  means  has  been  tiled ;  and  in  some  very  feeble  and  old 
patients  operation  is  impossible.  In  employing  mechanical  sup- 
ports they  should  be  used  so  as  to  produce  as  little  irritJition  as 
po.ssible.  They  must  hold  up  the  displaced  organs  against  not 
only  their  own  weight,  but  also  against  the  entire  intra-abdominal 
pressure.  No  supjiort  should  be  used  while  there  are  ulcerations. 
These  latter  are  best  treated  by  applications  of  iodine,  the  displace- 
ment reduced,  the  vagina  filled  with  iodoform  gauze,  and  a  tight 
T-bandage  a|>plied ;  or,  by  reducing  the  displacement,  dusting  the 
vagina  with  boracic  acid,  and  packing  it  with  borated  cotton. 
Having  cured  the  ulcerations  and  erosions,  choice  may  be  made  of 
a  means  of  support.  Hard  pessaries  must  take  their  points  iVapjtui 
from  some  bony  prominence,  as  the  natural  curves  of  the  vagina  are 
lost  and  the  canal  is  perfectly  straight,  incapable  of  retaining  any 
pessary  against  the  force  of  the  iutra-abdonrinal  pressure.  The 
only  pessary  which  can  be  of  any  use  whatever  is  the  cup  pessary 
sujiporled  externally  by  a  belt  about  the  waist,  and  therefore  apt 
to  produce  presf:;ure-ulcerations.  No  instrument  that  has  been 
tried   has  given  such  satisfaction  and  so  much  relief  to  patients  as 
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the  bag.  Or  the  patient  may  wear  a  cup  j)ei3sjary  supported  by 
a  belt  around  the  waist.  This  should  be  removed  at  night  and 
the  vagina  douched  with  borucic  acid. 

The  detail  of  the  treatment  of  these  distressing  cases  is  prac- 
tically an  euuiueration  of  every  kuowu  pessary  and  support,  the 
physician  in  despair  putting  them  aside  one  by  one  and  hope- 
fully trying  another. 

Patients  may  experiment  with  hollow  rubber  balls  until  one  is 
found  which  will  remain  in  tlie  vagina  and  keep  the  uterus  within 
the  pelvis.  They  should  be  rerauved  each  night  and  cleansed,  to 
be  reintroduced  in  the  morning  beibre  rising. 

Posture  has  a  marked  effect  upon  the  size  of  the  uterus,  and 
before  any  operation  is  done  the  woman  should  be  kept  on  her 
back  with  the  head  low,  the  uterus  retained  within  the  body,  for 
from  ten  to  fourteen  days.  During  this  time  also  the  general  fiinc- 
tions  may  be  gotten  into  good  condition. 

Operative  procedures  devised  and  tried  are  about  as  numerous 
as  pessaries.  The  whole  question  tias  now  narrowed  down  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  best  means  of  uniting  the  levator  ani  fibres  and 
obturator  fascia  of  one  side  to  those  of  the  other,  of  closing  the 
vagina,  and  holding  the  uterus  upward  and  forward. 

If  the  descent  be  due  to  polypi  or  other  conditiotis  which  render 
the  uterus  heavy  and  enlarged,  such  must  be  removed  by  the  ope- 
rative procedure  appropriate  to  each.  A  curettage  is  of  inestimable 
value  as  a  derivative,  thus  contributing  to  diminution  in  the  size 
of  the  organ,  whether  there  be  eiulometritis  or  not. 

Posteriorly  that  ojjeration  must  be  applied  which  pushes  up  thi* 
rectocele,  narrows  the  posterior  wall,  and  best  approximates  the 
sejiarate  ends  of  the  levator  ani  muscle  and  obturator  fascia. 
Operations  which  drag  down  the  rectocele  are  to  be  avoided.  The 
preferable  one  is  Emmet's  or  a  high  Hegar's  col[)0-perineorrhaphy, 
the  upper  part  of  the  denudation  being  close  to  the  cervix.  The 
now  fashionable  flap-splitting  is  not  thorough  enough.  Upon 
the  anterior  wall  Emmet's  modification  of  Siras's  anterior  elytror- 
rhaphy  is  imiieated.  LeFort's  operation  closes  the  vagina,  but, 
inasmuch  as  the  united  surfaces  are  of  mucous  membrane  only,  it 
is  not  {IS  pernnment  as  the  combination  mentioned  above,  by  means 
of  which  the  vairina  can  be  almost  entirely  obliterated.  Most  excel- 
lent  results  are  obtiuned  in  the  lesser  degrees  of  prolapse  Iry  a  com- 
bination of  Hegar's  colpo-perineoi  rhaphy  and  Stoltz's  operation  on 
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to  symptomatically  cure  the  patients,  still  in  the  more  pronounced 
forms  of  tlie  lesion  no  permanent  benefit  can  be  expected  from  those 
procedures  only,  and  they  must  be  supplemented  by  hysterrorhapby, 
Alexander's  operation  foils  here  utterly. 

Altliough  in  exceptional  cases  all  operations  may  be  done  at  one 
sitting,  yet  it  is  better  usually  to  divide  the  procedures  into  two, 
doing  at  first  the  curettage,  amputation  of  the  cervix,  anterior 
colporrhaphy,  and  hysterorrliaphy.  The  colpo-perineorrhaphy 
requires  a  separate  sitting  for  its  proper  performance,  especially  as 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  the  cervical  stitches  before  those  in  the 
perineum  are  placed. 

The  whole  object  of  these  various  operative  procedures  is  to 
reduce  the  organ  in  size  and  at  the  same  time  retain  it  in  an  elevated 
position. 

Acute  prolapse  rarely  occure  alone,  but  associated  with  it  are 
other  injuries  produced  by  the  same  violence.  It  is  to  be  treated 
by  gently  returning  the  organ  and  packing  the  vagina  lightly  w?th 
cotton  or  gauze.  An  ice-bag  to  the  suprapubic  region  will  limit 
pain  and  bleeding.  Symptoms  of  internal  bleeding  from  ruptured 
ligaments  should  be  treated  by  putting  the  patient  in  Trendelen berg's 
posture  and  by  saline  transfusion. 

In  complete  chronic  prolapse  the  following  opeiations  must  be 
done  as  a  matter  of  routine  :  At  the  first  sitting  curettage,  trachelor- 
rhaphy, Emmet's  anterior  colporrhaphy,  and  hysterorrhaphy.  In 
three  or  four  weeks  afterward  either  Hegar's  colpo-jjerineorrhaphy 
or  Emmet's  jierineorrhaphy  should  be  done.  The  time  intervening 
between  the  two  operative  procedures  is  occupied  with  attention  to 
the  dressings  for  the  curetted  uterus  and  to  removal  of  the  sutures. 

Lesser  degrees  of  prolajise,  those  where  the  uterus  does  not 
escape  from  the  lx>dy,  require  the  same  operative  interference  except- 
ing the  hysterorrhaphy.  All  the  various  plastic  operations  may  be 
done  at  one  sitting.  The  uterus  is  curetted,  the  cervix  repaired,  on 
the  posterior  wall  a  high  Hegar  or  Emmet's  colpo-perineorrhaphy 
is  done,  and  on  the  anterior  either  an  Emmet  or  a  Stoltz  anterior 
colporrhaphy.  When  doing  these  combined  operations  it  is  better 
to  sew  the  cervix  with  catgut. 

In  old  women,  who  may  not  expect  conception,  the  preferable 
procedure  is  extirjiation  of  the  organ  instead  of  the  plastic  opera- 
tion. The  uterus  may  be  removed  per  vaginam  much  more  rapidly 
and  with  less  risk  to  these  patients  than  if  tedious  plastic  work  be 
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(lone.  The  danger  to  olJ  wninen  lies  largely  in  |iroIoiiged  etlieriza- 
lion  necessary  to  plastic  work  of  this  extent.  This  is  not  the  case 
with  the  rapid  hysterectomy. 

Supravaginal  Hypertrophy  of  the  Cervix. 

The  exact  causes  of  this  condition  are  unknown.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  iu  early  infancy  the  cervix  alone  exists,  there 
Wing  110  corpus.  It  is  jxj.ssible  that  some  excitant  gives  the  cervix 
a  false  start  about  puberty,  and  it  grows  in  an  entirely  dispropor- 
tionate degree.  The  condition  is  to  be  distinguished  from  the  other 
forms  of  cervical  hy(>ertrophy  already  described.  It  is  charac- 
terized by  an  inordinate  hypertrophy  of  that  jiortion  of  the  cervix 
which  is  attached  to  the  bladder.  80  great  is  this  hypertrophy  that 
the  increased  weight  of  the  uterus  causes  it  to  jirotapse.  Tiic  con- 
dition is  jwculiar  to  the  nulliparous  or  primiparous,  and  is  not  found 
in  women  who  have  borne  children.  With  tlie  exception  of  acute 
prolapse  produced  by  violence,  this  is  the  only  form  found  in 
nulliparous  women.  The  uterus  descends  because  of  its  great 
weight.  As  it  comes  down  displacemeut  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
vagina  takes  place  first,  whereas  in  the  prolapse  of  the  multiparous 
the  rectocele  and  cystocele  precede  the  descent  of  the  uterus.  AMieu 
the  prolapse  has  become  complete,  so  that  the  entire  vagina  is  turned 
insiile  out,  yet  will  a  [jart  of  the  fundus  remain  within  the  pelvic 
cavity.  The  essential  pathological  condition  is  one  of  hypertrophy 
of  the  cervix  above  its  insertion  into  the  vagina.  This  is  not  due 
to  inflammatory  action,  but  is  rather  an  excess  of  normal  elements. 
The  changes  in  the  vagina  iuui  bladder  are  here  the  game  as  in  the 
other  form  of  prolapse.  Owing  to  the  small  size  of  the  vulva  the 
tumor  is  constricted  alwve  at  first,  but  in  long-standing  cases  the 
vulval  orific^e  is  fully  <listended.  The  base  of  the  tumor  is  above, 
the  apex  below.  The  .sound  in  the  urethra  and  finger  in  the  rec- 
tum show  that  the  fundus  lies  between.  The  sound  in  the  uterus 
will  demonstrate  its  great  length.  As  the  patient  lies  on  her  back 
the  marked  difference  in  shape  l>etween  the  two  kinds  of  prolapse 
becomes  apparent.  Here  the  pelvic  floor  is  intact,  and  there  is  no 
true  rectocele,  no  redundant  vagina.  Consequently  there  is  absence 
of  that  pufiy  ending  to  the  mass  which  is  observed  in  the  prolapse 
of  multiparas  In  prolapse  due  to  cervical  hypertroj)hy  the  vaginal 
walls  leave  the  cervix  at  an  acute  angle.  The  cervix  is  not  lace- 
rated, but  rather  conical. 
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Symptoms. — These  are  the  same  as  those  of  tlie  other  forms  of 
prolapse.  Keduction  ia  not  as  easy  as  in  true  prolapse,  owing  to 
the  greater  amount  of  uterine  tissue  relative  to  the  size  of  the 
vagina,  and  complete  replacement  within  the  body  to  the  length 
of  the  vagina  is  not  usually  possible.  Straining  does  not  mate- 
rially increase  the  displacement,  and,  conversely,  the  dorsal  decu- 
bitus does  not  lessen  it.  The  general  mobility  is  less  than  in  true 
prolapse.     The  physical  characteristics  are  stated  abifve. 

Treatment. — This  must  remain  purely  of  a  surgical  nature. 
Palliative  measures  which  afford  relief  in  true  prolapse  are  here 
useless.  The  cervix  must  be  removed  by  high  amputation,  so  t!mt 
sufficient  tissue  may  be  taken  away.  While  the  wound  is  healing 
the  uterus  must  be  kept  in  the  pelvis  by  vaginal  tamponade  of  gauze. 
After  the  union  is  firm  and  the  sutures  are  removed  the  anterior  and 
posterior  walls  may  be  narrowed  by  making  on  each  an  oval  denu- 
dation. The  immediate  decrease  in  size  obtained  does  not  represent 
the  ultimate  decrease,  for  involution  of  the  organ  proceeds  some  time 
after  the  operation  of  amputation,  and  tlie  uterus  continues  for  some 
time  to  get  lighter  and  smaller. 


Infravaginal  Elongation  of  the  Cekvix  Uteri. 

Infravaginal  elongation  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  occurs  as  a 
complication  of  prolapsed  uteri,  of  lacerations  of  the  cervix,  and 
as  a  congenital  condition.  The  elonoration  in  the  first  two  varieties 
is  merely  apparent,  and  will  not  be  considered. 

In  prolapsus,  as  the  uterus  descends,  the  vaginal  vault  folds  back 
over  the  supravaginal  portion  of  the  cervix  and  gives  it  the  appear- 
ance of  actual  elongation.  By  placing  the  patient  in  the  knee-chest 
position  the  uterus  fulls  back  into  the  jielvic  cavity,  the  uterus  and 
vagina  assume  their  natural  relations,  and  the  apparent  elongation 
of  the  cervix  disappears,  showing  at  once  the  true  condition. 

In  lacerations  of  the  cervix  one  lip  is  oftentimes  partially  absorbed 
and  everted,  giving  the  cervix  the  appearance  of  bL'ing  elongated. 

Congenit<il  elongation  of  the  cervix  is  comparatively  rare.  The 
narrow  conical  cervix  of  a  non-fully-developed  uterus  is  often  mis- 
taken for  this  condition.  Such  a  cervix  is  really  not  elongated,  but 
is  seemingly  .so  from  itg  peculiarly  narrow,  tapering  shape. 

A  true  elongation  of  the  cervix  is  always  congenital.  It  may 
consist  of  an  increase  in  length  from  half  an  inch  to  a  protrusion 
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from  the  vulvar  orifice.     Frequently  the  examining  finger  comes 
in  contact  with  it  immediately  on  passing  into  the  vagina. 


Fio.  251. 


Elongation  of  Itirravaglnikl  Portion  of  Cerrlx. 

The  symptomatology  consbts  wholly  in  sterility,  unless  the  descent 
be  sufficient  for  its  protrusion  into  the  vulva,  when  the  presence  of 
the  tumur  will  usually  be  delected.  Under  these  circumstances 
coition  would  be  materially  obstructed.  The  diagnosis  is  easy. 
It  may  be  mistaken  for  a  prolapse,  an  inversion,  or  a  polypus.  A 
digital  examination  of  the  vagina  will  show  the  tumor  to  be  contin- 
uous with  the  true  cervix,  and  in  no  wny  different  from  it.  Insfjec- 
tion  as  well  as  examination  by  the  finger  discloses  the  os.  A  biman- 
ual examination  witli  the  finger  in  the  rectum  will  reveal  the  fundus 
uteri  in  its  normal  relation  and  position  and  the  vaginal  mass  per- 
fectly continuous  with  it.  These  points  being  ascertained,  there  can 
be  no  excuse  for  a  mistaken  conclusion. 

The  treatment  consists  in  a  simple  amputation  of  the  cervix  at 
a  point  about  an  inch  from  the  vaginal  attachments.  A  description 
of  the  operation  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

Plastic  Operations. 

Anterior  Colporrhapky  {Emmet). — A  point  just  posterior  to  the 
urethra  is  marked,  and  another  in  front  of  the  cervix.  With  tenac- 
ula  the  lateral  walls  of  the  vagina,  midway  between  cervix  and  mea- 
tus, are  brought  together.  If  they  can  be  approached  too  readily, 
the  tenaeula  .should  grasp  farther  out.  The  object  is  to  catch  up  the 
sides  of  the  anterior  wall  at  points  which  may  be  approximated  with- 
out too  much  strain.  These  being  determined,  they  are  marked. 
The  four  points  thus  chosen  are  united  by  an  oval  line,  the  greatest 
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tljiiineter  uf  wiiich  is  at  the  middle  of  the  vagina.  But  this  rule  is 
not  invariable,  and  the  greatest  width  may  be  made  where  there 
is  the  most  slack.     Denudation  is  made  by  cutting  with  scissors. 


Fig.  252. 


Emtoet'i  Anterior  Colporrhapby.  stitches  In  ittu :  A,  nretbra :  B.  ccrrtx. 


The  operation  is  exceedingly  simple  and  easily  performed.  Tlie 
sutures  are  passed  from  side  to  side.  They  are  preferably  of  silk- 
worm-gut, unless  a  perineorrhaphy  be  done  at  the  same  sitting, 
when  they  must  be  of  good-sized  catgut ;  a  double  row  of  sutures 
being  usetl,  the  first  row  buried  by  the  second.  This  is  the  prefer- 
able operation  when  it  is  desired  merely  to  narrow  the  vagina.  It 
does  not  shorten  it,  and  therefore  does  not  make  traction  on  the 
cervix,  as  does  Btoltz's  operation.  Rarely  may  it  be  used  alone, 
for  cystocele  seldom  occurs  alone;  but  it  is  a  valuable  a<ljunct  to 
other  procedures  adopted  for  repair  of  the  pelvic  floor  and  reduc- 
tion in  calibre  of  the  vagina. 

Anterior  Colporrhaphij  (Stollz). — The  instruments  necessary  are 
a  male  sound  (curved),  about  No.  24  French  ;  two  tenacula;  mouse- 
tooth  forceps;  bullet  forceps;  scalpel;  scissors  and  a  half-curved 
Hagedorn  needle  and  needle-holder.  The  preferable  suture  mate- 
rial Is  silkworiu-gut.  With  the  tenacula  the  lateral  vaginal  walls 
are  picked  up  and  approximated  toward  tlie  centre  of  the  ante- 
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rior  wall,  so  as  to  fix  tlie  external  points,  which  may  be  brought 
together  without  exereiying  too  much  tension.  These  two  points 
are  then  snipped  with  tlie  scissors.  A  point  in  front  of  the 
cervix  is  seized  in  like  manner,  and  another  behind  the  meatus. 
These  two  are  then  brought  toward  eacli  otiier,  anrl  th»»  proper 
degree  of  tension  in  thi.s  direction  likewise  determined.  They  then 
are  marked  with  scis.sors.  The  object  is  to  get  four  determined 
points  which  when  approximated  to  a  common  centre  barely  miss 
touching,  i?o  that  when  the  suture  is  npjdied  these  point.s  may  be 
closed  in  without  risk  of  the  suture  cutting  out.  All  the  mucous 
membrane  embraced  within  these  ])oints  is  now  denuded.  This  is 
best  done  by  using  the  sound  in  the  bladder  as  a  resistant  body 
upon  which  to  cut.  The  denudation  may  be  made  by  means  of 
either  scaljK'l  and  forcejis  or  by  means  of  the  sci.ysors.  The  four 
points  mentioned  are  united,  not  by  straight  lines,  but  by  curved,  so 
that  the  denuded  surface  when  complete  is  in  the  shape  almost  of  a 
circle.  The  needle  is  then  threaded  and  entered  to  one  side  of  the 
centre  line,  behind  the  meatus.  It  appears  upon  tlie  raw  surface, 
and  is  then  introduced  on  that  surface  and  made  to  come  out  on 
the  mucous  surface.  The  same  maneuvre  is  repeated  until  the 
entire  circumference  of  the  denudation  is  surrounded,  the  needle 
coming  out  for  the  List  time  across  the  median  line  from  tlie  point 
of  entry.  The  suture  skips  alternately  raw  and  mucous  surfaces, 
each  skip  being  about  half  an  inch  in  length.  The  sound  is  then 
withdrawn  from  the  bladder,  and  with  \U  point  an  assistant  inverts 
the  centre  of  the  raw  surface  toward  the  bladder,  the  oi)erator  at  the 
same  time  drawing  on  the  suture.  The  edges  of  the  denudation  are 
thus  drawn  toward  a  common  centre,  and  the  cystocele  made  to  dis- 
appear into  the  bladder-cavity.  As  the  urethra  is  rather  stoutly 
attached  to  the  symphysis,  this  edge  of  the  denudation  moves 
in  wan!  farther  than  the  one  near  the  cervix  uteri,  so  the  latter  is  drawn 
down  toward  the  urethra.  The  suture  is  tied  and  left  long.  It  really 
is  a  tobacco-pouch  suture.  There  is  no  advantage  in  accurately 
uniting  the  ragged  puckered  edges,  Tlie  suture  is  cut  and  drawn 
out  in  about  ten  days.  The  urine  should  be  drawn  ouce  in  six 
hours. 

A«  this  operation  pulls  down  the  cervix,  it  is  ctontraindicated  in 
all  cases  where  a  cystocele  exists  with  an  antiposed  uterus-Hi.  e.  in 
168  where  the  organ  descends  and  yet  retains  its  proper  axis. 

But  the  o{)eration  is  very  useful  as  part  of  a  combined  procedure. 
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It  narrows  the  anterior  wall  very  effectually,  but  not  more  so  than 
Einniet's  anterior  colporrhaphy,  and  the  latter  does  not  drag 
the  cervix  downward.  IStoltz's  operation  is  the  one  of  choice  for 
cystocele  where  at  the  same  sitting  it  is  desirable  to  do  a  curettage, 
possibly  a  trachelorrhaphy  and  a  perineorrhaphy.  It.s  only  ad- 
vantage over  Emmet's  anterior  eoliiorrhnphy,  is  that  there  is  but 
one  easily  accessible  suture  to  remove,  and  because  it  produces  a 
circular  cicatrix  which  is  very  firm.  It  is  very  easily  performed,  by 
a  simple  technique. 

Colpo-pei'meorrkaphy  (Hegar). — The  object  of  this  operation  is 
to  unite  the  separated  ends  of  the  levator  ani  muscle  and  pelvic 
fascia,  to  push  the  rectocele  upward,  and  to  narrow  the  vagina.  It, 
as  much  as  any  other  operation,  accomplishes  this  by  a  simple  pro- 
cedure. Although  the  surfaces  denuded  by  this  method  do  uol 
resemble  the  freshly-torn  perineum,  yet  it  must  not  be  overlooked 
that  we  deal  with  torn  perinea  when  they  have  acquired  two  ele- 
ments never  present  in  fresh  teai-s — viz.  the  rectocele  and  retrac- 
tion of  the  divided  muscular  and  fascial  edges.  We  carry  out  this 
indication  to  such  an  extent  that  we  have  extended  the  line  of  denu- 
dation higher  tlian  Hegar  does.  The  divergence  between  the  sepa- 
rated fibres  of  the  levator  ani  and  fascia  is  very  apparent  upon  part- 
ing the  labia  in  old  cases,  and  these  lines  constitute  the  two  depressed 
lateral  angles.  Tliese  two  angles  are  near  together  at  the  vulval 
orifice,  but  diverge  as  they  enter  the  vagina,  until  at  the  upper 
third  they  are  not  ajipareiit  at  all.  Between  them  is  an  ele- 
vation of  greater  or  less  prominence,  which  pouts  out  into  the 
vulval  orifice  upon  straining.  Tliis  is  the  hernia  of  the  rectum 
covered  by  the  posterior  vaginal  wall.  There  are  two  parts  of 
Hegar's  operation — that  which  narrows  the  vagina,  and  that  which 
approximates  the  muscular  fibres.  The  former  is  entirely  intra- 
vaginal,  the  latter  partly  vaginal  and  partly  perineal.  The  sutures 
for  the  former  are  all  intravagiiud  ;  those  for  the  latter  are  vaginal 
and  perineal.  No  special  instruments  are  needed  for  the  operation. 
Some  operators  make  the  denudation  by  means  of  forceps  and 
scalpel,  while  others  insert  two  fingers  into  the  rectum  and  cut 
agaiust  them  with  scissors. 

At  a  point  corresponding  to  the  former  fourchette,  and  above  the 
level  of  the  "angles,"  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vulva  is  caught 
by  forceps  and  nicked.  The  .same  is  done  on  the  other  side.  High 
up  on  the  posterior  vaginal  wall,  above  the  rectocele  curve,  a  sira- 


DISTORTIONS  AND   MALPOSITIONS. 


339 


ilar  mark  is  madf.  This  latter  is  joined  to  the  two  former  bv  a 
light  liuear  touch  of  the  scalpel.  With  forceps  the  apex  of  the 
triangle  is  seized  and  the  flap  dissected  down,  care  being  exercised 
that  the  rectum  is  not  entered.  It  is  difKcult  to  remove  the  entire 
Hjip  withont  making  buttonlioles  in  it.  When  the  dissection  luis 
extended  to  the  hn^n-  of  the  triangle,  the  flap  is  cut  oft',  thus  form- 
ing a  raw  surface  as  pictured.  Denudation  with  the  Hcissors  pro- 
ceeds in  exactly  an  opposite  way,  the  point  of  Iwginning  being 
at  the  vulva.  By  this  method  the  vulval  margin  is  caught  in  for- 
ceps, and  from  its  lower  circumference  u  sti-ip  of  tissue  is  removed 
to  a  point  on  the  opposite  side  at  a  level  with  the  first.  This 
maneuvre  is  repeated  until  the  denudation  is  complete,  each  suc- 
cessive strip  being  shorter  than  the  preceding.  Removal  by  the 
scissors  is  impossilile  unless  the  fingers  be  in  the  rectum  to  furnish 
counter-pressure.  Con.seqiient!y,  infection  by  this  method  is  easier 
than  when  the  scal{)el  is  used.  Denudation  completed,  all  bleeding 
from  arterial  branches  must  be  checked  by  ligature  with  very  fine 
catgut.  Unchecked  hemorrhage  will  produce  hematomata  and 
interfere  with  union. 

When  the  tear  has  extended  through  the  sphincter  the  procedure 
is  identically  the  same;  only  the  denudation  should  extend  down- 
ward, so  as  to  uncover  the  edges  of  the  sphincter.  When  the  recto- 
vaginal wall  is  torn,  again  the  denudation  is  made  in  a  triangular 
iorm,  the  tear  in  the  rectum  running  through  the  centre  of  the 
denudation.  In  such  cases  the  a[)ex  of  the  denudation  must  l>e  nt 
least  a  half  inch  above  the  upper  margin  of  the  tear,  even  though 
it  lie  next  the  cervix.  If  this  amount  of  tissue  is  not  taken,  the 
perineal  part  may  close  nicely,  but  leave  a  recto-vaginal  fistula. 

In  passing  the  sutures  a  Hagedorn  needle  and  holder  are  best. 
The  first  sutures  pa.ssed  are  those  in  the  vagina.  They  are  of  cat- 
gut, but  may  be  of  silkworm-gut  if  subjected  to  much  tension. 
They  are  entirely  buried,  and  are  paased  from  side  to  side,  one  finger 
in  the  rectum  guiding  the  needle.  The  continuous  suture  is  inad- 
visable, but  interrupted  sutures  should  be  used.  When  the  suturing 
has  proceedetl  so  far  as  to  bring  the  last  stitch  passed  through  the 
midille  of  the  rectocele — /.  e.  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from 
the  base  of  the  triangle — the  needle  is  threaded  with  heavy  silk- 
worm-gut. The  lowest  suture  is  passed  first,  the  needle  entirely 
buried.  The  caution  is  nece8.«ary  not  to  enter  the  needle  too  far 
out  on  the  skin,  but  it  sliould  be  just  at  the  edge.     Four  or  five  of 
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these  periueal  sutures  are  passed,  the  last  or  uppermost  one  extend- 
ing on  tJie  rectocele,  up  to  the  track  of  the  last  catgut  suture, 
but  not  interlocking  with  il. 

When  the  fibres  of  the  sphincter  ani  are  torn,  the  lower  margin 
of  the  denudation  should  extend  aboye  a  quarter  of  an  inch  on  each 
side,  below  the  lines  of  junction  of  the  anal  mucous  membrane  and 
the  cicatricial  tissue.  In  these  cases  there  is  always  more  or  less 
rolling  out  of  the  sphincter  ends,  and  these  lines  may  be  readily 
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Prollle  View  of  Hegar'i  Operation  of  Perineorrhnphy. 

discerned.     In  such   cases  the  lower  two  sutures  approximate  the 
sphincter  fibres. 

Where  the  recto-vaginal  septum  is  torn  a  continuous  suture 
should  be  passed  from  the  rectum,  from  above  downward  to  unite 
the  lacerated  borders.  When  tied  the  knot  of  this  suture  is  at  the 
anal  margin.  All  sutures  being  passed,  the  next  step  is  to  stretch 
the  sphincter  ani  so  as  to  paralyze  it  entirely.  This  is  not  done 
where  the  recto-vaginal  wall  or  sphincter  is  torn.  The  suturing 
brings  together  fascia  and  muscle  which  perhaps  for  years  have 
been  separated  and  from  disease  have  atrophied.  Hence  such 
approximation  is  accomplished  under  great  tension,  which  latter 
pulls  against  the  sphincter  ani,  tending  to  separate  its  fibres.  This 
muscle  involuntarily  contracts  against  the  attempt,  and  produces  a 
great  deal  of  pain.  In  addition  to  this  indication,  stretching  allows 
of  the  more  free  escape  of  intestinal  gas.  After  the  sutures  are 
tied  a  stout  drain  of  iodoform  gauze  is  introduced  into  the  vagina 
pud  projects  from  the  vulva.  The  catgut  sutures  are  tied  in  three 
knots,  the  silkworm-gut  in  two.  Both  should  be  cut  to  leave  enda 
half  an  inch  long.  Iodoform  is  dusted  on  the  perineum,  and  gauze 
placed  over  the  sutures  and  held  in  place  by  borated  cotton  and  a 
Trbanilage.     The  vaginal  gauze  is  removed  at  the  end  of  forty- 
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eight  hours,  and  a  vaginal  douclie  <.tt'  hatiinited  solution  of  horacic 
acid  given.  Another  drain  is  not  introduced  unlet^s  there  be  special 
indications  for  it,  such  as  bleeding  or  sepsis.  Twice  a  day  the 
nurse  siiuuld  irrigate  the  perineal  sutures  with  bichloride  solu- 
tion, 1 :  4U00. 

The  patient  .should  be  given  vegetiible  cathartic  pills  the  second 
night,  so  as  to  operate  on  the  third  day.  When  she  has  the  stool 
it  may  be  softened  by  small  enemata  of  saline  solution.  After  this 
first  stoui  others  should  be  had  every  second  day.  The  sutures  are 
reinovetl  about  the  tenth  day.  If  there  be  much  tension,  they  may 
cut  into  the  flesh.  ;k.Iternate  ones  may  be  removed  then  on  the 
seventh  day.  Scrupulous  cleanliness  is  imperatively  necessary 
throughout  the  whole  after-treatment.  The  diet  should  consist 
largely  of  soups,  vegetables,  and  fruits.  Opium  is  not  needed. 
There  is  no  necessity  lor  confining  the  legs  after  the  patient  has 
recovered  her  senses  from  the  narcosis,  and  she  may  be  allowed  to 
lie  on  her  side.  Confinement  to  bed  for  at  least  two  weeks  is  neces- 
sary, and  longer  if  tlie  operation  be  part  of  the  procedure  to  correct 
]irolapse. 

When  the  recto-vaginal  wall  has  been  torn  and  repaired,  tlie 
ufter-treatnient  is  somewhat  different.  As  little  disturbance  as 
pfKssible  of  the  pelvic  floor  is  here  demanded.  Therefore  these 
patients  should  have  received  a  most  careful  preparation  as  regards 
emptying  the  entire  intestinal  tract  before  the  operation.  After  the 
operation  they  should  receive  liquid  food  only  for  three  days,  with 
cooked  fruits.  The  bowels  may  be  gently  assisted  by  enema  if  they 
tend  to  move,  but  if  not  laxative  pills  may  be  given  on  the  third 
night.  In  these  cases,  if  the  bowels  are  too  Huid,  particles  are  apt 
to  leak  into  the  wound,  and  if  too  hard,  the  stool  may  separate  the 
united  edges  of  the  rectum.  Rectal  tubes,  whether  covered  by 
gauze  or  not,  are  of  no  use,  but  rather  harmful  where  there  has 
been  complete  laceration. 

When  the  Ilegar  oj)eration  is  done  as  part  of  a  combined  proce- 
dure— as,  for  instance,  a  curettage,  trachelorrhaphy,  colpo-perine- 
firrhaphy,  and  anterior  colporrhaphy — the  uterus  is  first  curetted. 
Next  the  cervix  is  sewed  up ;  then  the  uterus  is  again  irrigjtted, 
and  packed  with  gauze.  A  wad  of  gauze  is  placed  over  the  cervix, 
and  the  denudation  for  the  Hegar  operation  made.  This  raw  sur- 
Ace  is  covered  by  iodoform  gauze  while  the  anterior  colporrhaphy 
denudation   is  made.     The  sutures  are  passed  first  on  the  anterior 
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wail  and  then  on  the  posterior.  The  wad  of  gauze  is  removed  from 
the  vagina,  and  the  sutures  of  the  anterior  colporrhaphy  and  colpo- 
perineorrhaphy  tied  alternately.  It  is  well  iu  such  cases  to  have  a 
drain  of  gauze  the  size  of  the  thumb  extending  through  the  lengtli 
of  the  vagina,  to  keep  the  two  lines  of  denudation  apart  and  to  catch 
discharges. 

Flap-spllUing  Perineorrhaphy, — The  objections  to  this  opera- 
tion are  twofold:  It  in  no  way  narrows  the  vagina,  and  it  only  par- 
tially approximates  the  levator  ani  fibres.  Its  field  of  usefulness  is 
very  limited  indeed.  Practically,  it  is  applicable  t«  those  cases  in 
which  only  the  superficial  and  most  exterior  fibres  of  the  perineum 
are  torn.  That  by  means  of  it  the  separated  sphincter  fibres  can  be 
united  is  undoubtedly  true.  But  where  a  tear  is  so  extensive  as  \Xi 
produce  prolapsus  the  levator  ani  also  is  entirely  separated.  To 
unite  the  sphincter  by  flap-splitting  is  but  part  of  the  work  indi- 
cated. In  no  way  possible  can  this  operation  narrow  the  vagina, 
abolish  a  rectocele,  or  bring  together  the  separated  fibres  of  the  pel- 
vic fascia.     It  should  be  performed  only  in  the  case  of  a  patulous 
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vulval  orifice  without  rectocele,  in  the  case  of  either  complete  or 
incomplete  laceration  of  the  perineum. 

The  opratioii  is  j)erformed  with  the  patient  in  the  dorsal  posi- 
tion.    The  instruments  required  are  a  sharp-pointed  pair  of  sci.':- 
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sore  bent  on  the  Hut,  u  liamiled  |)enneum  needle,  and  a  tenaculum. 
Occasionally  a  pair  of  hemostatic  forceps  will  be  necessary  to  tem- 
porarily control  bleeding. 

Fob  Incomplete  Laceration. — The  index  finger  of  the  left  hand 
being  introduced  into  the  rectum  a^s  a  guide,  tlie  point  of  one  of  the 
blades  of  the  scisnors  is  thrust  into  the  recto-vaginal  septum,  mid- 
way between  the  vaginal  opening  and  the  anus,  to  the  depth  of  half 
au  inch  or  more,  care  being  taken  that  the  instrument  enters  neither 
the  vagina  nor  rectum.  From  this  ])oint  the  incision  is  made,  first 
U>  one  side  and  then  to  the  other.  The  line  of  the  incision  is  car- 
ried on  each  side  outward  and  upward  along  the  boundary-line 
between  the  vaginal  mucous  membrane  and  the  skin  of  the  labium. 
It  i&  extended  up  the  labium  to  that  point  at  which  it  is  desired  the 
new  vaginal  floor  shall  exist;  this  {loint  is  usually  that  at  which 
the  lower  caruncle  (remnant  of  the  hymen)  exists,  which  point,  in 
addition,  can  be  locateil  by  the  existent  scar-tissue.  The  depth  of 
the  incisions  tapers  gradually  until  they  reach  tlie  highest  point 
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on  tlie  labia.     When  completed  the  incisions  form  the  elliptical 

figure  U. 

For  Complete  Laceration. — Where  the  sphincter  ani  muscle 
Is  involved  in  the  laceration  the  method  of  repair  is  precisely  simi- 
lar, with  the  addition  of  two  small  slits.     They  are  made  by  cutting 
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down  each  side  of  the  auus  to  the  ends  of  the  retracted  sphincter 
muscle,  bcgiiiniug  the  cuts  at  the  curve  of  the  original  iucisiou. 
Their  length  and  depth  are  variable,  depending  ujion  tlie  position 
of  the  retracted  ends  of  the  sphincter  muscle,  which  must  be  exposed, 
so  that  when  they  are  brought  together  the  two  ends  may  unite. 
When  completed  the  incisions  present  the  appearance  as  shown  in 
P'ig.  2o5. 

With  the  sides  of  the  wound  well  separated  the  sutures  are  passed 
transversely.  Beginning  at  the  middle  of  the  opening,  the  handled 
needle  is  made  to  pierce  the  skin  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  from 
its  cut  edge,  \b  carried  three-quarters  of  the  way  to  the  bottom  of 

Fio.  25(J, 


K 


(Vi?i 


.  j^ygjIUAiBi       K{ 


Iniroductloa of  Sutures  lu  t'lapsiiUUIng Openllon. 

the  wound,  where  it  is  made  to  emerge,  and,  being  reintroduced  at  a 
point  directly  opposite  the  point  of  emergence,  is  carried  under  the 
tissues  of  the  opposite  side  until  it  appears  on  the  skin  surface  at  a 
fioint  directly  opposite  that  at  which  it  was  first  introduced.  The 
eye  of  the  needle  is  now  threaded  with  a  silkworm-gut  suture  and 
the  needle  withdrawn,  dragging  with  it  the  end  of  the  suture.     Sev- 
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eral  similar  sutures  are  passetl  above  aiul  bclnw  this  metiian  one. 
The  topmost  suture  must  pass  through  the  vtiginal  Hap  as  it  is  held 
up  by  a  tcnacuhim  ;  tlie  lower  suture,  if  the  laceration  be  a  complete 
one,  must  include  both  ends  of"  the  retnicted  Hphincter  muscle.  The 
corresponding  ends  of  the  HUtun;  being  now  tied,  or,  better,shntted, 
the  pelvic  floor  is  lifted  up  toward  the  pubis  by  the  crowding  in 
below  of  the  gluteal  tissues.  The  result  forms  a  very  firm  and 
substantial  support  to  the  vaginal  outlet,  but  in  no  way  has  any 
influence  on  any  injury  done  to  the  vaginal  floor. 

Following  this  line  of  operations  in  young  or  middle-aged  women, 
rarely  will  it  be  found  neceasary  to  extirpate  the  uterus.  Only  where 
hysterorrhajjhy  has  failed  or  the  parietes  are  so  flabby  as  to  render 
that  procedure  useless  may  hysterectomy  be  ])erformed. 

If  hysterectomy  be  decided  upon,  it  must  be  followed  up  by  exten- 
sive plastic  work  on  the  pelvic  floor. 

Only  after  every  o|)eration  for  supporting  the  organ  from  below 
has  been  tried  and  failed  shall  the  question  of  its  removal  be  enter- 
tained. In  women  at,  near,  or  past  the  menopause  hysterectomy 
is  to  be  recommended  as  more  certain  of  ensuring  a  cure.  If  this 
operation  be  decided  upon,  the  choice  will  lie  between  the  vaginal 
and  abdominal  methods. 

Vaginal  hysterectomy  is  recommended  as  the  preferable  opera- 
tion. It  should  be  performed  with  ligatures,  and  the  stumps  fast- 
ened into  the  vaginal  opening,  so  as  to  draw  the  vagina  upward 
during  the  process  of  contraction  and  repair,  and  give  that  organ  a 
permanent  support  from  above,  which  can  be  obtained  in  no  other 
way. 

Inversion  of  the  Uterus, 

This  fortunately  rare  complaint  is  most  often  a  complication  of 
labor,  and,  at  the  same  time,  very  generally  fatal.  But  cases  do 
live,  and,  as  the  conditiun  results  also  from  neoplasms,  such  as 
fibroids,  they  come  to  gynecologists  as  cases  of  chronic  inversion. 
As  such  they  will  be  described. 

That  it  may  occur  in  the  virgin  uterus  is  undoubtedly  true,  but 
the  vast  majority  of  cases  result  from  childbearing.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  the  cervix  be  large  and  jiatulous,  the  fundus  heavy  and 
Bofl  to  enable  the  uterus  to  turn  inside  out,  for  such  is,  in  reality, 
the  condition  in  inversion.  Continuous  severe  hemorrhage  marks 
most  cases.  The  patients  are  anemic,  suffer  great  ]>ain  and  bearing- 
down  in  tlie  uterus,  and  frequently  there  is  a  profuse  leucorrheal 
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discharge,  ofteu  purulent.  They  are  very  generally  incapacitated 
for  their  work,  and  as  time  progresses  they  become  more  and  more 
disabled  by  exhaustion.  Examination  shows  a  tumor  symmetrical, 
firm,  and  of  reddish  color,  filling  the  whole  or  part  of  the  vagina 
as  the  inversion   is   partial  or  complete.      Occasionally  a  fibroid 
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polyp  of  greater  or  less  size  is  attached  to  the  inverted  fundus,  and 
this  has  probably  been  the  exciting  cause  of  the  displacement.  At 
fii-st,  in  the  early  stages,  the  cervix  is  open  and  is  occupied  by  a 
loop  of  intestine,  but  later  it  becomes  cnntracte<l  and  merely  con- 
t<iins  the  Fallopian  tubes.  The  condition  may  also  be  associated 
with  prolap.siis,  in  which  case  the  tnmor  may  protrude  from  tlie 
vagina,  under  which  circumstances  it  is  not  infrequently  mistaken 
for  prolapsus  uteri.    Generally  tl»e  tumor  is  retained  in  the  vagina. 
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Inversion  having  taken  jihu'e,  the  cervix  contrucUs,  and  stranguhi- 
Uon  and  gangrene  of  the  uterus  may  result.  Cases  have  been  re- 
ported of  spontaneous  cure  by  the  fiuuhis  sloughing  away  in  con- 
Hequencc  of  the  constriction  to  itH  circulation  caused  by  the  cervix 
squeezing  it  tightly  ;  also  by  tlie  organ  returning  to  its  normal  con- 
dition. Atlee  reports  au  interesting  case  of  this  kind,  where  the 
inverted  uterus  was  reduced  by  j)ersistent  and  long-continued  eflbrts 
at  coition  on  the  part  of  the  husband  after  all  other  treatment  iiad 
failed.  The  woman  became  pregnant  and  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  child.  The  uterus  had  been  inverted  for  years.  Cases 
progress  to  a  fatal  issue  from  shock,  due  to  hemorrhage,  and  ]\ni- 
gressive  asthenia,  sepsis,  or  peritonitis.  The  usual  cause  of  death 
in  the  chronic  ciisea  is  exhaustion  from  the  continuous  loss  of 
bk)od. 

The  DIAGNOSIS  must  be  made  by  examination,  and  is  occasion- 
ally very  tlifficult,  although  usually  the  condition  is  readily  deter- 
mined by  a  vaginal  exploration.  The  soft,  uniformly  enlarged 
mass  is  felt  filling  the  vagina,  the  upper  end  or  jiedide  of  which  is 
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constricted  by  a  ring  of  tissue,  through  which  it  is  very  evident 
that  the  mass  protrudes.     If  that  condition  be  mntle  oUt  satisfac- 
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torily,  the  true  lesion  can  hardly  be  overlooked.  Should  there 
be  any  uncertainty  as  to  the  diagnosis,  the  bladder  and  rectum 
should  be  emptied.  Examination  combined  by  means  of  a  sound 
in  the  bladder  and  a  finger  in  the  rectum  will  demonstrate  the 
absence  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  from  its  normal  position,  and 
the  dimple  of  the  inverted  cervix  will  be  felt  from  above.  The 
tumor  itself  is  firm,  smooth,  g,nd  the  surface  bleeds  easily.  The 
invariable  diagnostic  signs  are  the  oj>ening  of  the  cervix  above. 
whieli  ciin  be  reached  by  the  rectum,  even  though  it  may  not  be 
felt  through  the  abdominal  wall,  and  the  very  small  openings  of 
the  tubes,  at  the  sides  of  the  base  of  this  tumor,  together  with  the 
constricting  band  of  cervix  about  the  pedicle  of  the  tumor  as  felt 
in  tlie  vagina. 

The  PROGNOSIS  is  unfavorable,  on  account  of  the  constant  loss  of 
blood,  it  being  only  a  question  of  time  as  to  how  long  the  patient 
can  stand  the  drain. 

Treatment. — Chronic  inversion  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  cure. 
Gentle,  continuous  taxis,  at  the  same  time  usiug  some  force,  is  the 
preferable  method  to  be  first  tried.  It  is  made  as  follows:  The 
hand  in  the  vagina  grasps  the  fundus  and  exercises  firm  pressure 
upon  it.  The  hand  above,  on  the  abdomen,  attempts  to  distend  the 
cervix  and  make  counter-pressure,  while  the  fundus  is  squeezed  and 
pushed  up.  Many  failures  should  not  discourage  the  surgeon,  but 
the  pressure  should  be  gradual  and  steady,  care  being  taken  not  to 
use  undue  force,  as  nuiwt  be  the  case  in  all  efforts  to  overcome  the 
contraction  of  unstriped  muscular  fibre.  Peritonitis  and  death 
have  been  known  to  result  from  rough  and  too  prolonged  efforts 
in  this  direction.  If  the  cervix  yields,  it  yields  rather  suddenly. 
The  atttichments  of  the  vagina  to  the  cervix  are  of  aid  to  the 
manipulations,  and  the  tumor  can  be  pushed  up  so  a.s  to  render 
the  vagina  tense  during  the  maneuvre.  The  operation  is  Ijest 
performed  with  the  woman  under  the  influence  of  an  anesthetic. 
Repeated  failures  after  conscientious  effort  compel  us  to  consider 
continuous  elastic  pressure,  removal  of  the  organ,  or,  possibly, 
attempt  at  replacement  by  Thomas's  method. 

Taxis  having  failed,  continuous  elastic  pressure  must  be  tried. 
The  bladder  and  bowels  being  empty,  the  uterus  is  pushed  up  if 
prolapsed,  and  a  Braun's  colpeurynter,  previously  soaked  in  a  sjit- 
urated  solution  of  boracic   acid  for  several  hours,  is  introduced. 
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This  18  then  injected  with  tepid  water  until  it  fills  the  pelvis  very 
snugly. 

The  contents  of  the  colpeurynter  are  to  be  gradually  increased. 
It  should  not  be  left  in  too  long,  but  once  a  day  should  be  removed 
for  a  few  hours,  the  j)arts  and  the  colpeurynter  cleansed,  and  the 
latter  reintroduced.  Few  cases  will  resist  this  method  of  treatment. 
The  object  of  the  treatment  is  to  exercise  a  continuous  pressure^  not 
sufficient,  however,  to  obstruct  circulation  to  too  great  an  extent. 
During  the  treatment  the  patient  should  be  kept  in  bed ;  indeed, 
tlie  pain  produced  by  the  colpeurynter  is  pretty  severe,  and  would 
of  itself  confine  the  woman  to  bed.  Morphia  for  its  relief  is  indi- 
cated, but  should  not  be  pushed  too  far. 

Tilt'  only  caution  to  be  made  is  that  the  phj'sician  should  not 
l)ecome  too  easily  discouraged  in  his  attempts  to  replace  by  taxis 
and  the  colpeurynter. 

It  is  now  twenty-three  yeai-s  since  Thomas  advocated  opening  the 
abdomen  and  dilating  the  cervix,  and  in  that  time  the  mortality  from 
celiotomy  luis  fallen  to  a  very  small  percentage ;  therefore  when  taxis 
and  the  colpeurynter  have  been  given  repeated  tests  and  have  failed, 
Thomas's  operation  may  be  tried,  although  without  much  prospect 
of  succe&s.  If  replacement  cannot  be  made  by  Thomas's  method 
very  promptly,  at  the  same  sitting  the  organ  can  be  removed  by 
abdominal  hysterectomy  in  a  few  minutes. 

Thomas's  Operation  for  Inversion, — Thomas  succeeded  with  one 
case,  and  lost  his  second  from  infection — something  which  now  may 
be  prevented,  A  consideration  of  the  technique  of  the  operation 
and  the  changes  in  the  uterus  give  promise  that  the  mortality  can 
be  kept  below  10  \niv  cent.,  but  the  proportion  of  successes  is  very 
slight. 

The  patient  is  ]>repared  for  both  a  vaginal  operation  and  a 
celiotomy.  The  special  instrument  required  is  Thomas's  dilator. 
It  might  be  u.>^efully  modified  In'  making  the  flange*  wider,  so  that 
at  the  act  of  dilating  pressure  upward  may  be  made,  thus  con- 
tributing to  the  rolling  out  of  the  iuversiou.  The  dilating  jiortion 
need  not  Ix;  so  long.  A  short  abdominal  incision  only  is  necessary, 
merely  sufficient  Ui  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  inirajjeritoneal 
tisgues.  The  abdomen  Ix'ing  open,  the  o|H;rator's  left  hand  is  intro- 
duced into  the  vagina  and  the  mass  pushed  up  to  the  incision.  The 
dilator  is  introduced  and  the  upper  part  of  the  constriction  dilated 
at  the  same  time.     This  is  an  imjioriant  observation  by  Thomas — 
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that  the  reduction  tiikes  place  in  a  manner  exactly  the  reverse  of 
that  in  which  the  inversion  occurred.  In  this  way  each  fraction  of 
the  constriction  is  successively  dilated,  and  the  inversion  is  reduced 
in  stage."}  beginning  with  the  cervix.  The  caution  is  necessary  to 
so  apply  the  in.strument  as  not  to  wound  the  tubes.  Because  of  the 
possibility  of  this  it  might  be  better  to  try  the  fingers  arranged  into 
a  cone  before  using  the  dilator. 

FiO.  259. 


ThomM'i  Operation  for  Replacement  oT  InTerted  Utertu. 

Vaginal  amputation  is  at  no  time  justifiable.  If  conservative 
methods  fail  to  reduce  the  deformity,  the  uterus  must  be  removed 
in  toto.  Should  the  abdomen  be  opened  for  a  trial  with  Thomas's 
operation,  and  that  fails,  as  has  usually  been  the  case,  removal  of  the 
womb  from  the  abdominal  opening  is  the  proper  procedure.  Should 
it  be  decided  from  the  first  not  to  try  the  Thomas  method,  but 
to  remove  the  displaced  organ,  vaginal  hysterectomy  ia  the  proper 
procedure  to  be  adopted. 

To  recapitulate,  gentle  but  well-directed  efforts  at  taxis  are  to  be 
first  tried,  with  the  patient  under  an  anesthetic.  Should  this  not 
accomplish  the  object  at  a  single  sitting  of  an  hour,  or  show  very 
decided  sign.s  of  ultimate  success,  continuous  elastic  pressure  by 
means  of  tlie  coIjK*urynter  or  Aveling's  repositor  is  to  be  tried. 
Should  this  give  no  promise  of  success  after  several  days'  trial, 
vaginal  hysterectomy  is  the  most  rational  procedure. 
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The  term  "maliguant"  is  applied  to  those  affections  of  the 
female  genital  organs  which  progress  toward  a  fatal  termination  and 
have  a  tendency  to  return  after  removal.  They  are  attended  with 
a  characteristic  rapid  involvement  of  llie  surrounding  tissues  and  a 
marked  general  infection,  as  is  evidenced  by  cachexia,  debility,  and 
the  metastatic  involvement  of  the  internal  organs. 

At  first  these  diseases  are  local,  and  if  early  recognition  be  fol- 
lowed by  immediate  removal,  a  perfect  cure  iniiy  in  many  cases  be 
expected.  After  attaitiing  a  coasiderable  size  and  involving  the 
inguinal  or  post-peritoneal  lyniplmtic  glands  their  removal  is  simply 
palliative. 

The  malignant  disejises  to  which  the  female  organs  of  generation 
are  subject  are,  in  the  order  of  their  frequency,  carcinoma, scirrhous 
and  medullary,  epithelioma,  and  sarcoma.  Occasionally  a  mixture 
of  c-arcinoma  with  sarcoma  is  observed,  and  maliguant  degeneration 
of  benign  tumors,  such  as  fibroids,  occasionally  occurs. 

Malignant  Diseases  op  the  External  Genitals. 

Carcinomatous  tumors  are  frequently  observed  in  women  in  the 
organs  of  generation,  but  malignant  tumora  of  the  external  genitala 
are  more  rarely  met  with. 

The  forms  of  malignant  tumors  of  the  external  genitals,  in  the 
order  of  their  frequency,  are,  epitlielioma,  scirrhous  carcinoma, 
sarcoma,  and  medullary  sarcoma. 

Epithelioma  develops  usually  on  the  lower  part  of  the  inner  sur- 
face of  the  greater  labium  in  the  form  of  small,  ronnd,  hard  nodules 
which  project  al>ove  the  level  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  have  a 
rough,  uneven  surface.  They  are  usually  of  a  whitish  color,  and 
may  remain  for  a  long  time  unnoticed.  They  grow  slowly  in  their 
incipiency  and  are  painless.  Sooner  or  later  the  vascular  supply  to 
the  tissues  is  increased,  and  the  growth  becomes  more  rapid,  the 
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superficial  epithelial  layer  is  lost,  ulceration  begins  and  spreads  to 
the  surrounding  tissues,  and  the  original  seat  of  disease  progress- 
ively increases  in  area.     The  rounded  form  of  the  original  nudule 
is  preserved  for  ii  long  time  by  the  even  exteii-sion  of  the  induration. 
The  ulcers  are  surrounded  by  hard,  raised  margins  of  a  bluish-rc 
color,  covered  with   rough  gnuiulations,  and  buthed  in  a  purulei 
ichorous  secretion  with  unpleasant  odor.     The  ulcers,  later  in  tl 
course  of  the  disea.se.  may  become  the  seat  of  papillary  excrescences" 
which  at  tinu'.s  attain  a  large  size.  ^_ 

As  soon  as  the  purulent  sore  is  formed  the  induration  spread^l 
more  rapidly,  and  usually  in  the  direction  of  the  long  axis  of  the 
greater  labium,  and  upon  its  inner  surface.     It  is  exceptional  for  it 
to  extend  beyond  the  myrtiform  caruncles  or  to  the  abdominal  wall. 

In  the  course  of  its  growth  the  e|)itheliul  cancer  usually  first 
involves  the  lesser  labium,  then  the  prepuce  of  the  clitoris  and  the 
clitoris  itself.  These  parts  redden,  become  swollen  and  indurated, 
and  then  ulcerate,  forming  a  long  indurated  ulcer  of  a  dirty-red 
color,  with  irregular  edges,  extending  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
greater  labium  to  the  mous  Veneris.  It  is  rare  for  the  disease  to 
spreail  to  the  labium  of  the  opposite  side. 

The  inguinal  glands  do  not  become  infiltrated  until  the  ulcerate 
sore  has  existed  for  a  long  time.     When   this  occui"s  the  dist 
rapidly  attacks  the  deeper  tissues  which  up  to  thi.s  time  have  not 
shared  in  the  involvement.     The  entire  labium  assumes  a  dark- 
red  color  and  becomes  swollen,  hard,  and  painful.     The  epithelial 
sore  advances  to  the  perinetim  and  the  thigh,  forming  a  deep  ulcer 
with  an  irregular  surface.    One  or  more  of  the  inguinal  glands  niajj 
harden,  tsike  on  a  rapid  growth,  ulcerate  through  the  skin,  aui 
form  a  sore  extending  deeply  into  the  tissues. 

The  ETIOLOGY  of  epithelioma  is  but  little  known.    It  occurs  only' 
in  the  later  years  of  life,  and  most  frequt^ntly  about  the  time  of  the 
menopause.    Heredity  appears  to  have  no  influence  in  its  occurrence. 
While  it  usually  has  its  seat  on  one  side  of  the  vulva,  it  has 
observed  primarily  on  both  labia.     Blows  and  falls  upon  the  labi 
have  been  referred  to  a.s  causes,  but  it  is  difficult  to  decide  what  causa 
relations,   if  any,  they   hold  to  the  disease.     The  pruritus  whicl 
always  accompanies  epithelioma  of  the  vulva,  and  is  most  violent 
in  the  beginning,  has  been  by  some  authorities  considered  not  ^| 
symptom  of  that  disease ;  tbey  contend  that  the  epithelioma  is  ^^ 
result  of  the  continuous  rubbing  and  .scratching  of  the  parts  for  tU 
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relief  of  the  pruritus.     This  theory,  liowever,  has  gained  few  con- 
verts, and  is  most  prohuhly  not  the  correct  one. 

Epithflionuitous  nodules  insiy  exist  for  months  without  produ- 
cing symptoms  other  tlian  obstinate  pruritus,  or  materially  chang- 
ing their  form  or  size.  As  soon  as  ulceration  begiii.s  tlie  process 
becomes  rapid,  and  usually  causes  death  in  two  years.  There  is 
(lersistent  pain,  which  is  not  so  severe  as  in  other  forms  of  can- 
cer. The  patients  suffer  from  insomnia,  are  wasted,  and  gruihially 
acquire  an  earthy  complexion.  The  appetite  is  alrao.st  compJetely 
lost.  The  secretions  from  the  ulcerated  surfaces  are  not  so  copious 
or  80  offensive  as  those  from  cancer.  Hemorrhages  may  occur,  but 
are  not  common.  The  loss  of  flesh  and  strength  progreases  rapidly, 
and  the  patients  die,  usually  in  about  two  years,  from  chronic  sep- 
tic infection. 

The  TREATMENT  of  epithelioma  of  the  vulva  consists  in  its  early 
excision,  including  enough  healtliy  .surrounding  tissue  to  ensure  its 
complete  removal.  The  use  of  caustics,  at  any  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease, for  the  removal  of  the  growths,  cannot  be  too  emphatically 
denounced  as  unscientific  and  untrustworthy,  increasing  the  sufller- 
ings  of  the  patients  and  giving  them  no  a^«urance  of  complete 
removal.  The  use  of  caustics  is  nearly  always  followed  by  a  quick 
return  of  the  dLsea.se,  whereas  if  the  growth  be  early  and  freely 
excised,  before  there  is  involvement  of  the  inguinal  lymphatics, 
the  chances  for  a  perfect  cure  are,  in  some  cases,  fair.  Even  where 
glandular  enlargement  of  the  inguinal  lymphatics  is  present,  excis- 
ion of  the  growth  and  removal  of  the  chain  of  glands  will  most 
probably  prolong  the  life  and  will  certainly  relieve  the  sufferings 
of  the  patient.  If  the  infiltration  has  spread  over  the  fxjrineum 
and  on  to  the  thighs,  or  if  the  inguinal  lymphatics  have  ulcerated, 
the  treatment  should  be.  naturally,  palliative.  For  these  advanced 
(!ases  the  use  of  compres.ses  wet  with  a  saturated  solution  of  chlorate 
of  potash  has  been  recommendeil. 
I  Scirrhous  carcinoma,  sarcoma,  and  medullary  sarcoma  of  Ike  vulva 

^^to  primary  growths  are  extremely  rare.  The  point  of  origin  of 
^^hese  tumors  is  usually  the  greater  labium.  Scirrhous  caircinoma 
has  been  observed  in  the  clitoris  and  in  the  tls-sues  adjoining  the 
clitoris.  Sarcomatous  growths  may  originate  in  the  nymphie.  Me- 
dullary sarcoma  has  been  observed  to  grow  from  urethral  caruncle. 
The  growth  usually  develops  as  a  deeply-seated  nodule,  which 
rapidly  spreads  toward  the  skin  surface.     The  overlying  skin   l)e- 
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comes  ndhereut  and  ulcerates,  forming  an  irregular,  uneven  sore, 
secreting  a  copious  purulent,  ichorous  discharge.  It  is  a  disease 
essentially  of  old  age,  occurring  usually  between  the  sixtieth  and 
seventieth  years. 

The  SYMPTOMS  are  much  more  violent  than  those  of  epithe- 
lioma. In  the  early  stages  there  are  pruritus,  increased  vaginal 
secretion,  and  the  mechanical  inconveniences  of  the  tumor  according 
to  its  situation.  The  pricking,  tearing  carcinomatous  pains  occur 
early.  The  purulent  ichorous  discharges  are  profuse.  Copious, 
weakening  hemorrhages  frequently  occur.  The  inguinal  lymphat- 
ics are  early  involved.  The  patients,  as  a  rule,  rapidly  decline  in 
health,  and  soon  die  through  progressive  loss  of  strengtii  and  meta- 
stasis to  the  internal  organs. 

If  the  ciise  is  seen  before  extensive  involvement  of  the  inguinal 
lymphatics  has  taken  place,  the  growth  should  be  freely  excised 
with  the  knife  or  removed  with  the  Paquelin  cautery.  The  opera- 
tor should  remove  all  doubtful  parts,  without  fear  of  a  too  great 
loss  of  tissue.  Unfortunately,  most  of  these  aises  come  under  the 
gyuecologist's  notice  when  wide  extension  of  the  growth  and  the 
involvement  of  the  lymphatics  render  the  treatment  only  palliative 
and  symptomatic.  These  easas  then  require  the  use  of  antiseptic  and 
disinfectant  washes  to  correct  the  fetor  of  the  discharges,  alum  and 
Monsel's  solution  to  control  the  hemorrhages,  and  the  plentiful  use 
of  opium  to  render  the  patients'  last  days  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

Carcinoma  of  the  urethra  is  a  very  rare  disease,  and  usually  sec- 
ondary tu  cancer  of  the  external  genitals  or  vagina.  Carcinoma 
of  the  bladder  rarely  involves  the  urethra. 

The  treat.mI';nt  consists  in  excision.  If  removal  of  the  mass  is 
not  possible,  the  urethral  canal  should  be  kept  open  by  the  daily 
passage  of  the  catheter.  Should  the  growth  become  too  extensive 
for  this,  an  artificial  vesico- vaginal  fistula  should  be  made  to  provide 
for  the  escupe  of  the  urine.  Local  cleanliness  and  anodynes  for  the 
relief  of  the  pain  are  to  be  mainly  relied  upon  when  the  disease  has 
progressed  too  far  for  surgical  relief. 

Periurethral  cancer  develo]>s  in  the  form  of  nodules  in  the  vesti- 
bule of  the  vulva  near  the  urethral  orifice,  or  in  the  cellular  tissue 
along  the  sides  of  the  urethra  without  involving  its  walls.  The 
mouth  of  the  urethra  is  usually  secondarily  involved.  The  uodules 
are  at  first  hard,  non-ulcerated,  painful  upon  pressure,  and  occasion- 
ally the  seat  of  lancinating  pain.     The  pain  usiuUly  first  causes 
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their  discovery.  At  times  they  are  not  observed  until  olceration 
has  occurred  and  hemorriiage  invites  search  for  its  cause.  Tlie 
nodules  rapidly  infihrate  the  surrounding  tissues,  filhng  the  wliole 
vestibule,  following  the  course  of  the  urethra  to  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  and  to  the  j>elvic  fuscia,  and  finally  extending  over  the 
sympliysis  and  descending  rami  of  the  pubis,  and  involving  all  of 
the  included  tissue. 

The  treatment  is  operation  if  early  seen — palliative  if  there  is 
extensive  involvement. 

Malignant  Disease  of  the  Vagina. 

The  vagina  may  be  the  seat  of  carcinoma,  epithelioma,  or  sar- 
coma. The  carcinomatous  and  epitheliomatous  afl'ections  are  usually 
secondary,  while  the  sarcomatous  are  principally  primary  growths, 

Surcoma  of  the  vagina  aj)pear8  either  in  the  form  of  a  circum- 
scribed rounded  tumor  growing  from  the  submucous  tissue  or  as  a 
diffuse  superficial  degeneration  of  the  vaginal  wall.  Tumors  of  the 
first  variety  may  be  readily  confounded  with  fibro-myoma,  and  the 
second  form  may  be  mistaken  for  csireinoma.  The  growth  may 
occur  as  a  small  warty  tumor,  or  as  a  rounded  or  oval  nodule  which 
may  reach  the  size  of  a  goose-egg.  The  usual  seat  of  sarcoma  of 
the  vagina  is  upon  the  jxisterior  wall.  The  circumscribed  sub- 
raucous  sarcomata  are  usually  composoil  of  spindle  cells ;  they 
ulcerate  late  in  their  coui-se,  and  (jcctusion  syniptoms  analogous  to 
those  of  the  fibro-myoniatoua  tumors  of  the  vagina.  There  Ls  pain, 
especially  at  night,  obstruction  of  the  vaginal  canal,  and  hemorrhage 
after  ulceration  has  taken  place. 

The  superficial  Barcouiat<3Us  degeneration  of  the  vaginal  wall 
occurs  as  a  small  tumor,  usually  upon  the  posterior  wall,  which 
slowly  increases  in  size  and  resists  treatment.  Finally,  it  loses  its 
mucous  covering,  and  forms  an  ulcer  with  elevated  edges  and  covered 
with  readily  bleeding  granulations.  Involvement  of  the  inguinal 
glands  does  not  tJike  place  until  late  in  the  disease.  Hemorrhage 
is  a  prominent  symptom,  occurring  after  violent  motion  or  excited 
by  coitus  or  by  straining  at  stool.  The  entire  periphery  of  the 
vagina  may  finally  lx*como  involved. 

The  DiAONOsis  cannot  lx>  made  with  certainty  without  micro- 
eoopic  examination  of  pieces  of  the  growth.  A  strong  presumption 
of  the  presence  of  the  disease  is  not,  however,  difficult  to  estab- 
linh. 
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The  PROGNOSIS  is  more  favorable  in  the  circumscribed  sarcomata 
than  the  diffuse,  on  account  of  the  greater  probability  of  their  com- 
plete removal,  although  it  is  extremely  bad  in  both. 

The  TKEATMENT  in  the  circumscribed  form  is  operatiou  if  seen 
before  ulceration  and  lymphatic  involvement  has  occurred. 

In  this,  as  well  as  in  the  diffuse  form,  the  treatment  is  identical 
with  that  of  carcinoma,  if  the  disease  haa  progressed  beyond  removal 
by  the  knife. 

Carcinoma  and  Epithelioma  of  the.  Vagina. — Secondarily,  the 
vagina  is  frequently  inva<led  by  carcinoma  and  epithelioma;  it  is 
rare,  however,  to  find  these  growths  occurring  primarily.  It  may 
be  involved  by  the  extension  of  uterine  carcinoma,  of  carcinoma 
of  the  rectum,  vulva,  urethni,  least  frequently  of  carcinoma  of 
the  bladder,  and  finally,  tis  metastatic  nodule.s  following  the  re- 
moval of  a  primary  cancer.  The  primary  cancer  of  the  vagina 
appears  principally  in  two  forms  :  paj>ilhiry  epithelioma,  which  is 
most  frequent,  or  diffuse  carcinomatous  infiltration  of  the  vaginal 
wall. 

The  first  form  appears  as  a  circumscribed  sessile  growth,  most 
frequently  situated  upon  the  [losterior  wall.  The  second  form  is  a 
carcinomatous  infiltration  of  the  vaginal  wall,  usually  circular  in 
outline,  involving  large  areas  of  tissue  and  occupying  the  mucous 
membrane  and  submucous  layer.  It  may  be  of  eitlier  the  medullary 
or  scirrhous  type. 

Concerning  the  etiology  very  little  is  known.  The  cases  occur 
with  greatest  frequency  l>etween  the  ages  of  thirty-one  and  forty. 
Young  individuals  are  seldom  affected.  Traumatic  insults — such, 
for  instance,  jus  the  pressure  of  badly-fitting  peSv-^aries — have  been 
urged  as  causes.  But  this  opinion  is  unquestionably  erroneous.  We 
lay  stress  upon  this  point,  because  among  the  laity,  cancer  even  of 
the  womb  i.s  so  commonly  attributed  to  the  irritating  pressure  of 
pessaries,  that  the  physician  is  often  much  hampered  in  their  use  by 
the  fears  of  his  patient.  Primary  cancer  of  the  vagina  is  extremely 
rare.  In  a  large  experience  but  three  cases  of  it  Iiave  been  seen  by 
the  author.  In  each  ca.se  the  sore  was  just  behind  the  cervix,  yet 
in  not  one  luul  a  pessary  ever  been  used  by  the  patient.  Of  course 
to  cancer  of  the  womb  the  pessary  can  bear  no  causal  relation  what- 
ever, beciiuse  it  does  not  come  in  contact  with  that  organ  at  any 
point. 

In  the  course  of  carcinoma  of  the  vagina,  in  all  its  forms,  there 
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is  a  rapid  progress  toward  ulcerating  degeneration  of  the  tumor, 
while  peripherally  and  upon  its  base  the  neighboring  tissues  are 
invaded.  By  the  advancing  destruction  of  the  tumor  the  cancerous 
ulcer  is  formed  which  may  readily  perforate  into  the  neighboring 
cavities.  From  the  frequent  seat  of  the  neoplasm  upon  the  i»oste- 
rior  vaginal  wall,  recto-vaginal  fistula  is  usually  the  first  to  form. 
The  further  extension  in  the  lymph-channels  involves,  in  sympathy, 
the  lymph-glands  in  the  pelvic  connective  tissue,  and,  if  the  growth 
is  deeply  seated,  also  the  inguinal  glands. 

The  SYMPTOMS  consist  principally  of  hemorrhage,  ichorous  dis- 
charge, and  pain.  Occsisionally  the  patient  complains  of  the 
mechanical  inconveniences  of  stenosis  and  of  obstruction  of  the 
lumen  of  the  vagina,  as  impediments  to  sexual  intercourse,  or  the 
disease  may  first  be  recognized  during  labor  as  obstruction  in  the 
birth-canal.  Lastly,  those  disturbances  arising  from  the  involve- 
ment of  the  neighboring  organs,  the  rectum  and  the  bladder,  may 
be  the  first  clue  to  the  disease. 

The  essential  and  never-failing  symptoms  are  the  anomalies  of 
secretion — hemorrhage  and  the  watery  and  ichorous  discharge. 
These  depend  for  their  prominence  upon  the  form  and  vasculariza- 
tion of  the  carcinoma  and  the  stage  in  wliieh  it  comes  under  obser- 
vation. The  hemorrhage  usually  first  makes  its  appearance  after 
coitus  or  after  the  straining  at  stool.  Death  occurs  usually  after 
spreading  of  the  ulceration  from  the  progressive  debility  cause<l  by 
the  hemorrhages  and  discharges.  It  may  also  occur  in  very  vas- 
cular growths  from  hemorrhage.  Pregnancy  may  occur  in  the  course 
of  vaginal  carcinoma,  and  the  growth  then  forms  a  serious  compli- 
cation in  labor. 

The  requisites  for  the  diagnosis  of  vaginal  carcinoma  are  the 
presence  of  either  a  firm  sessile  tumor  immovably  fixed  in  the 
tissues,  with  an  ulcerated  surface,  or  an  infiltrated  ulcer.  Serous 
or  ichorous  discharge  is  always  present,  and  hemorrhage  is  easily 
produced  by  contact.  Papillary  epithelioma  may  ap[>ear  as  a  cauli- 
flower growth,  and  is  to  be  distinguished  from  unusually  large 
lnuiign  ])apilloma  by  the  greater  tendency  to  hemorrhage  and  the 
striking  brittlcne^s  of  its  tissue.  From  sarcoma  the  differential 
diagnosis  is  to  be  made  only  by  the  microscope.  It  is  of  import- 
ance to  determine  if  the  carcinomatous  growth  be  of  primary  or 
secondary  origin.  A  thorough  investigation  of  the  neighboring 
organs  and  the  position  of  the  growth  will  determine  this  question. 
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The' growth  is  only  to  be  regarded  as  a  primary  vaginal  carcinoma 
when  rectum,  vulva,  bladder,  and  urethra  are  excluded  as  points 
of  origin,  and  the  portio  vaginalis  remains  uninvolved  or  b 
attached  only  extei'nally  next  to  the  vaginal  growth,  and  no  other 
distant  organ  is  the  seat  of  cancerous  disease.  The  epithelial  and 
papillary  forms  of  cjincer  usually  involve  the  vagina  secondarily 
by  extension  of  their  growth  from  the  neighboring  organs  by  con- 
tinuity of  tissue.  Carcinoma  developing  from  infiltrated  nodules 
may  occur  in  the  vagina  by  metastksis  from  distsiut  organs,  as  win- 
eer  of  the  stomach. 

Unfortunately,  in  most  cases  of  cancer  of  the  vagina  it  is  impos- 
sible to  remove  the  entire  growth.  Destruction  of  the  mass  has 
been  fruitlessly  attempted  with  the  sharp  curette,  the  galvano- 
cautery  snare,  and  cauterization  with  the  most  varied  corrosives. 
Yet  under  certain  circumstances  one  is  forced  to  employ  them. 
When  the  tumor  is  so  far  circumscribed  that  its  total  extirpation 
with  enough  surrounding  healtliy  tissue  to  ensure  its  complete 
removal  is  possible,  tliis  is  the  only  procedure.  The  operator 
should  not  hesitate  from  fear  of  too  extensive  a  wound  to  remove 
all  suspicious  tissue.  Should  the  inguinal  chain  of  lymphatics  be 
enlarged,  they  too  should  be  removed.  Owing  to  the  elasticity  of 
these  tissues  it  is  often  possible  after  extensive  removal  of  the 
vaginal  substance  to  unite  the  edges  of  the  wound  by  suture. 

Usually  the  cases  come  under  notice  too  late  for  operation.  The 
TBFATMENT  is  then  palliative.  The  hemorrhage  and  discharge  are 
best  controlled  by  the  destruction  of  the  cancerous  ma*s  by  the  use 
of  the  curette,  galvauo-cautery,  or  corrosives.  Great  care  must  be 
exerted  in  applying  these  means  that  the  bladder,  rectum,  or 
peritoneal  cavity  is  not  opened.  Vaginal  suppositories,  contain- 
ing equal  parts  of  pure  ]>epsin  and  salicylic  acid — say,  from  five  to 
ten  grains  each — iiave  been  found  useful.  Sometimes  the  dry  powder 
is  applied  directly  to  the  ulcer,  and  confined  there  by  a  tumpon  of 
cotton.  This  apjilication  is  very  irrit-ating  to  the  vulva  and  out- 
lying genitalia,  wiiit'h  should  therefore  be  protected  by  a  coat  of 
vaseline  or  of  zinc  ointment.  The  hemorrhage  may  become  very 
alarming,  and  require  tamponing  of  the  vagina  with  gauze  wet  in 
saturated  alum  solution  ur  with  absorbent  cotton  that  has  been 
wet  with  Monsel's  .solution  and  dried.  Later  in  the  disease  the 
diseliarges  will  require  suppositories  of  chloral  and  tjmnie  acid,  or 
douches  of  peroxide  of  hydrogen   or  permanganate  of  potash,  to 
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correct  their  odor.  The  pains  imperatively  demami  the  use  of 
narcotics,  and,  as  in  all  cases  of  advanced  cancer,  these  drugs 
shouUl  be  given  in  increasing  doses  according  to  tlie  effect  upon 
the  patient.  There  is  no  excuse  for  allowing  these  doomed  women 
to  suffer  more  pain  tlian  is  necessary,  and  the  physician  is  not 
doing  his  whole  duty  if  he  neglects  to  provide  his  patient  with  the 
comfort  wliich  opinra  gives. 

Sarcoma  of  the  Womb. 

Pi-imary  sarcoma  of  tlie  uterm  occurs  anatomically  and  clinically 
in  two  forms — fihro-sarcoma,  or  sarcoma  of  the  uterine  parenchyma, 
and  diffuse  sarcoma,  or  sarcoma  of  the  uterine  raucous  membrane. 
Both  forms  may  consist  of  round  or  of  spindle  cells. 

FlO,  2fiO. 


Burcoma  of  tbe  Bodj  of  tbt-  lUeruii. 


Fibro-sarcoma  forma  a  more  or  less  firm,  occasionally  soft,  cir- 
cumscrilted,  rounded  tumor  growing  from  the  uterine  parenchyma 
and  resembling  the  fibroid  tumor.  Like  these  growths  It  may  be 
submucous,  subserous,  or   interstitial.     The  growth  occurs   in  the 
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luriu  of  rounded  nodule.s,  of  a  rich  cellular  formation,  which  appear 
to  have  invaded  the  original  tissue.  When  submucous  or  subserous, 
tliey  form  sessile  tumors  projecting  into  the  cavity  or  upon  the  sur- 
face of  tlie  uterus.  As  interstitial  growdis  they  are  imbedded  iu 
tile  tissues  of  the  uterus  and  furni  thickenings  of  its  wall.  The 
isolated  sarcomatous  tumors  are  usually  composed  of  round  cells. 
The  spindle-celled  fibro-surcoma  usually  occurs  iu  disseminated 
notlules  lying  in  the  uterine  parenchyma,  but  it  may  infiltrate 
equally  the  whole  organ.  It  is  rare  for  this  growth  to  appear  upon 
the  cervix.  Often  the  uterine  tibro -sarcomata  are  tiie  result  of 
sarcomatous  degeneration  of  fibro-myxomatous  tumors. 

The  diffuse  sarcomatous  tumors  grow  from  the  conuective  tissue 
of  the  uterine  mucous  membrane,  and  arc  mostly  composed  of 
small  round  cells,  seldom  of  spindle  cells.  They  appear  as  very 
soft  knotty  or  papillary  growths  upon  the  mucous  membrane. 
They  may  occur  in  single  areas  or  infiltrate  the  whole  raucous 
membrane.  The  growth  us^ualiy  involves  the  uterine  wall,  which 
it  penetrates,  forming  a  tumor  upun  the  peritoneal  surface.  Those 
intestines  lying  near  become  involved,  adhesions  are  formed  to  the 
abdominal  wall,  and  the  neighboring  organs  are  invaded  by  the 
diseiise.  The  soft  round-celled  medullary  sarcomata  may  present 
themselves  as  polypoid  growths  attached  to  folds  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  They  are  grayish-white  in  color,  resembling  brain- 
matter,  rich  in  blood-supply,  and  of  soft  consistency.  The  surface 
is  usually  necrotic,  uneven,  and  dotted  over  with  fungus-like  masses. 
The  necrotic  surfaces  are  covered  with  dark-brown  colored  sloughs. 
These  growths  are  closely  related  to  the  cancerous  degenerations  of 
the  uterine  mucous  niembrajie.  The  cervical  mucous  membrane 
seldom  appears  to  be  the  point  of  origin  of  the  diffuse  sarcoma. 

Concerning  the  causes  of  the  origin  of  sarcoma  little  is  known. 
It  may  occur  at  any  age.  We  have  observed  it  as  early  as  the 
twentieth  year  and  as  late  as  the  seventieth.  But  undoubtedly 
there  is  a  special  predisfwsition  for  the  developtnent  of  sarcoma 
at  the  climacteric  period.  Fibro-myomata  have  been  observed  to 
undergo  change  into  sarcoma  in  a  number  of  cases.  It  is  a  dis- 
ease which  especially  att^jcks  nulliparte.  It  has  been  remarked 
that  diffuse  sarcoma  originates  in  the  interglandular  connective 
tissue  of  the  mucous  membrane,  just  as  carcinoma  of  the  body  of 
the  uterus  develops  from  proliferation  of  the  cells  in  the  glandular 
element. 
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As  the  SYMPTOMS  of  the  two  forms  of  sarcoma  differ  essentially 
in  character,  ihey   will   be  described  sejiurately. 

The  most  prominent  .•symptoms  occasioned  by  the  fibro-sarcomata 
are  those  caused  by  pressure  according  to  the  position  and  the  size 
of  the  tumor.  Pain  resembling  in  character  labor-pains,  hem- 
orrhages, and  watery  discliarge  are  the  cardinal  symptoms.  The 
pain  may  be  wholly  absent  or  be  but  slight.  It  is  ocwtsioned  by 
the  attempts  on  tlie  part  of  the  womb  to  expel  the  mass,  and  is 
referred  to  the  dorsal  and  hypogastric  regions.  Hemorrhage  is 
first  recognized  as  profuse  menstruation,  and  does  not  change  its 
character  until  a  late  stage  of  the  disease.  The  discharge  may  be 
exceedingly  profuse,  of  a  bloody,  serous,  or  watery  characterj  and 
finally  with  a  very  unpleasant  odor. 

The  uterus  is  much  increased  in  size  and  the  cervical  canal  is 
tense.  The  cervical  canal  may  be,  however,  dilated  and  patulous, 
permitting  the  introduction  of  the  finger.  The  tumor-masses  may 
project  from  the  os  into  the  vagina,  or  with  a  patulous  cervical 
canal  the  finger  may  recognize  the  soft  growths  in  the  uterine 
cavity.  The  tumor  may  be  expelled  into  the  vagina  by  uterine 
contractions,  which  may  indeed  invert  the  womb.  Pieces  of  the 
mass  can  be  readily  broken  off  by  the  examining  finger  before 
sloughing  has  taken  place. 

There  is  a  marked  cachexia  and  rapid  lose  of  flesh  and  strength, 
and  finally  death  from  peritonitis;  pyemia,  ileus,  or  metastasis  takes 
place,  ushered  in  by  extreme  anemia.  The  metastasis  is  more  fre- 
quent in  fibro-sarcoma  than  in  the  diffuse  form,  and  occurs  in  the 
lymphatic  glands,  the  lungs,  the  liver,  and  the  jx^lvic  cellular 
tissue. 

In  the  diffuM  mrcomaia  there  is  usually  no  distinct  tumor  to  be 
recognized  externally.  The  womb  is  enlarged  and  fixed.  The 
growth  may  push  itself  through  the  os,  giving  the  picture  of  a 
circumscribed  tumor.  This  projection  through  the  cervical  canal 
18  not  due  to  expulsive  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  womb,  as  in  the 
fibro-sarcoma,  and  is  not  attended  with  labor-like  pains,  but  is  due 
to  the  rapid  development  of  the  neoplasm.  Pieces  of  tlie  mass 
readily  break  oft*,  and  are  carried  away  by  the  discharges.  Hem- 
orrhage is  seldom  absent,  and  is  usually  violent.  The  menstrual 
type  is  soon  lost,  and  as  the  disease  usually  occurs  in  the  climacteric 
period  or  later,  the  hemorrhages  excite  alarm.  The  hemorrhage 
may  be  replaced,  especially   in  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  by 
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a  continuous  slight  bloody  discharge.  Along  with  these  profuse 
losses  of  blood  is  a  rich  watery  or  bloody-serous  discharge,  that 
is  present  before  sloughing  of  the  tumor-mass  has  taken  place, 
and  is  usuiilly  of  a  disagreeable  odor.  Sloughing  occui's  early, 
and  with  it  the  discharge  takes  u])on  itself  the  j>eculiarities  of 
tlie  secretion  from  the  gangrenous  parts.  The  pain,  veiy  sel- 
dom absent,  is  often  of  great  violence.  It  is  of  a  tearing  charac- 
ter, and  depends  for  its  intensity  upon  the  depth  to  which  the 
sarcomatous  infiltration  has  penetrated.  Death  occurs,  preceded 
by  rapid  debility  and  extension  of  the  growth  through  the  uterine 
walls  to  the  neighboring  organs  and  pelvic  floor. 

The  certain  diagnosis  of  sarcoma  of  the  womb  is  arrived  at  only 
by  the  careful  microscopical  examination  of  its  structure.  The 
examination  of  small  particles  contained  in  the  discharges  is  not 
sufficient  to  establish  an  absolute  diagnosis.  Either  pieces  of  the 
extirpated  growth  or  portions  of  the  tissue  removed  deeply  from 
the  tumor  by  means  of  the  sharp  curette  should  be  used.  The 
presence  of  sarcoma  or  the  sarcomatous  degeneration  of  a  fibroid 
tumor  must  be  suspected  when  a  fibrous  tumor  occurs  in  the  climac- 
teric period,  or  when  a  small  fibrous  tumor,  formerly  occasioning  no 
symptoms,  at  this  time  or  later  begins  to  increase  in  size  or  to  be 
attended  with  pain  and  hemorrhage.  The  occurrence  of  hemor- 
rhage in  fibroma  of  the  uterus,  when  menstruation  has  for  a  long 
time  ceased,  should  always  excite  grave  suspicion.  The  hemor- 
rhage in  fibro-myomata  ceases  or  lessens  when  the  climacteric  is 
passed.  The  copious  bloody-serous  discharge  is  a  still  more  cha- 
racteristic symptom,  which,  while  not  always  present  in  fibro-sar- 
conia,  never  accompanies  benign  fibrous  tumors  except  when 
sloughing  has  occurred.  A  further  characteristic  symptom  of  sar- 
coma is  the  abnormally  rapid  growth,  especially  if  observed  in  the 
climacteric  years,  when  fibromata  no  longer  increase  in  size.  This 
is  convincing  when  the  growth  is  soft  and  accompanied  by  unusu- 
ally violent  pain.  The  softness  of  the  growth  on  palpation,  per- 
mitting the  ready  penetration  of  the  finger  into  the  tumor-mass,  is, 
when  sloughing  fibroid  is  excluded,  decisive  for  the  diagnosis  of 
sarcoma, 

Wlieu  to  these  symptoms  are  added  an  un proportionate  loss  of 
flesh  and  strength,  cachexia,  and  anemia,  the  diagnosis  is  made  with 
ease.  The  exact  diagnosis  should  always  be  made  after  extir})ation 
by  microscopical  examination. 
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llie  differential  diagnosis  between  diffuse  sarcoma  and  earriiiania 
of  the  luudus  is  never  easy  and  may  be  impossible.  From  carci- 
noma of  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  womb  sarcoma  may  be  easily 
recognized.  In  the  latter  disease  the  sarcomatous  mass  Avill  be 
found  projecting  into  the  vagina  through  a  hvalthy  cervix,  the 
margin  of  the  ot>  being  recognized  by  the  finger  as  a  constricting 
band. 

Much  more  difficult  is  the  recognition  of  diffuse  sarcoma  from 
certain  benign  hypertrophies  of  the  uterine  tnucoue  membrane,  as 
endometritis  fuugosa.  This  affection  seldom  occurs  after  the  climac- 
teric, as  is  the  case  with  diffuse  sarcoma ;  the  age  of  the  patient  is 
therefore  of  some  help  in  establishing  the  differential  diagnosis. 
The  general  condition  of  the  patient  is  of  great  importance.  In 
fungoid  endometritis  the  patient  may  be  anemic,  but  never  liecomes 
cachectic.  The  bloody-serous  discharge  is  seldom  present.  The  os 
is  more  or  leas  patulous  in  diffuse  sarcoma,  admitting  the  finger. 
It  is  closed  in  endometritis.  In  sarcoma  the  uterus  is  large,  and 
tender  to  pressure;  in  endometritis  the  size  in  not  increased  and 
there  is  no  tenderness.  The  rapidly-j»roliferating  sarcomatous 
growth  frequently  projects  from  the  os,  i»dyp-like,  into  the  vagina ; 
this  never  occurs  in  benign  hyperplasias  of  the  uterine  mucosa. 
The  benign  hyj>erplasias  always  remain  superficial  growths,  never 
involving  the  uterine  substance.  Sarcomatous  growths  belong 
usually  to  the  deeper  layers  from  the  beginning,  and  infiltrate 
rapidly  the  uterine  substance.  The  polypoid  growths  of  fungoid 
endometritis  sometimes  grow  again   after  removal,  yet  the  return 

>wth8  differ  wholly  from  the  residual  growths  of  sarcoma. 

The  microscopical  examination  of  the  pieces  found  in  the  dis- 
charges often  leads  to  error,  as  in  sarcoma  they  may  long  consist 
of  healthy  tissue,  and  in  simple  hypertrophy,  of  granulation  tissue 
resembling  small  rountl-cell  sarcoma.  Errors  may  be  avoided  by 
examining  sevend  pieces  of  the  growth  removed  from  different 
positions. 

The  PROoxosis  in  both  forms  of  sarcoma  is  hopeless  when  the 
whole  growth  csinnot  be  removed  by  operative  measures.  These 
growths  may  [►rogress,  slowly  or  cpiickly,  to  death.  C'ompured 
with  the  cjircinomala,  the  prognosis  for  cure  by  complete  removal  is 
more  favorable,  as  tiie  lymphatic  involvement  is  slower  and  the 
early  recognition  more  probable. 

The  TRIUTMKNT  consists  in  total  hysterectomy  when  the  disease 
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is  Tecognized  before  involveincutof  the  broad  ligaments  or  ol' neigh- 
boring tissues  has  rendered  the  operation  iinj»racticable.  Only  when 
the  removal  is  no  longer  possible  should  the  treatment  be  symptom- 
atic. In  the  abandoned  causes  the  symptoms  may  be  for  a  time 
controlled  and  the  life  of  the  patient  prolonged  by  scraping  away 
the  diseased  tissue  with  a  sharp  spoou  and  cauterizing  the  surface 
of  the  wound.  The  cauterization  may  be  performed  by  the  use  of 
chromic-acid  solution,  fuming  nitric  acid,  chloride-of-zinc  solution, 
or,  better,  by  the  Paquelin  thermo-cautery  or  by  the  galvano-cau- 
tery  porcelain  burner  heated  to  a  red  heat.  The  further  treatment 
is  analogous  to  that  of  carcinoma — tonics  and  attention  to  the  bowels, 
whilst  opium  must  be  given  to  relieve  paiu. 

Cancer  of  the  Cervix. 

Of  all  women  who  die  from  cancer,  one-third  die  from  cancer 
of  the  uterus.  The  disease  is  not  so  common  in  the  negress  as  in 
her  white  sister.     Uterine  cancer  occurs  most  frequently  between 

Fid.  261. 


Epliholloma  of  ibe  Cerrlx  Ut«rl.  ibowtng  the  well-deflned  llulution  of  the  dlgca.'M-. 

the  ages  of  thirty  and  forty  years  and  between  fifty  and  sixty 
years.  It  has  not  been  observed  under  seventeen  years,  one  case 
being  reported  in  a  girl  of  that  age.  The  frequency  of  its  occur- 
rence increases  from  thirty  years  to  the  menopause,  after  which  it 
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again  decreases.  Very  many  cases,  however,  have  been  observed 
after  the  climacteric  period. 

Sexual  intercoui'se,  especially  if  excessive,  is  probably  one  of 
the  factore  in  Uie  catisation  of  carcinoma,  as  is  shown  by  the  fre- 
quent occurrence  of  these  neoplasms  in  married  women.  Only  a 
small  percentage  of  patients  suffering  from  uterine  cancer  are  nul- 
liparse.  Deep  laceration  of  the  cervix  with  ectropion  of  tlie  lips,  if 
unheeded,  is  a  very  fruitful  predisposing  cause  of  cervical  cancer. 
It  would  appear  that  the  constant  irriUition  to  which  the  raw,  gran- 
ular everted  lips  are  subjected  in  locomotion  and  cuition  is  the  dan- 
gerous element.  Long-standing  cervical  catarrh  has  also,  perhaps, 
a  causative  influence.  Finally,  the  cervix  uteri,  like  most  other  ostia, 
as  the  lip,  the  pylorus,  the  ctecura,  and  the  rectum,  is  a  favorite  seat 
for  eancer. 

Heredity  exerts  a  considerable  influence  in  its  causation.  Among 
the  higher  classes  of  society  carcinoma  relatively  seldom  occurs, 
while  among  those  of  the  lower  grades,  who  are  required  to  strug- 
gle for  the  necessities  of  life,  cancer  is  observed  with  striking  fre- 
quency. In  this  respect  the  occurrence  of  cancer  is  directly  in 
contrast  with  that  of  uterine  myoma. 

Epithelioma  of  the  cervical  mucous  membrane  may  grow  from  the 
squamous  epithelium  of  the  rete  Malpigbii,  from  the  cylinder  epi- 
thelium within  the  cervix,  or  from  the  glandular  epithelial  cells. 
Cancer  of  the  uterine  parenchyma  has  its  origin  in  connective- 
tissue  cells. 

Cancer  of  the  cervix  may  present  itself  either  as  a  papillary  or 
loliflower  growth,  a  nodular  or  parenciiymatous  growth,  or  a  super- 
ficial or  ulcerating  disease  of  the  mucous  niembratie. 

The  cauliflower  or  papillary  form  grows  from  the  intravaginal 
portion  of  the  cervix,  and  may  be  limited  to  it  for  a  long  time.  It 
may  develop  so  profuseh'  as  to  hide  the  remiiining  healthy  |X)rtion 
of  the  cervix  and  the  os,  appearing  as  a  large  papillary  growth 
filling  up  the  upper  portion  of  the  vagina.  Finally,  the  growth 
spreads  to  the  vagina!  vault,  which  it  deeply  involves,  all  the  tissues 
surrounding  the  uterus  sharing  in  the  infiltration.  Extension  may 
take  place  through  the  cervicjil  canal  to  the  endometrium  by  con- 
tinuity of  tissue,  and  the  Ixxly  of  the  womb  may  become  involved. 

The  nodular  or  parenchymatous  form  of  crervical  cancer  has  its 
origin  in  one  or  more  nodular  formations  iti  the  cervical  mucous 
membrane.     Usually  they  are  situated  just  beneath  the  membrane, 
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altlioiigli  they  may  be  upon  its  surface.  The  nodules  soon  part 
with  their  covering  of  mucous  membrane,  and  form  ulcers  which 
fuse  together  and,  by  extension,  involve  the  fundus  of  the  uterus 
and  the  vaginal  cul-de->sae.  The  bladder,  rectum,  and  pelvic 
celluhir  tissues  may  finally  become  invaded. 

The  superficial  or  ulcerative  form  begins  as  an  infiltration  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix.  Tlie  infiltrated  area  soon  parts 
with  its  covering  of  mucous  membrane  and  ulcerates.  The  ulcer 
progressively  involves  the  deeper  tissues,  losing  its  necrotic  surface 
as  it  advances,  until  finally  the  whole  womb  may  be  converted  into 
a  crater-like  cancerous  mass.  By  extension  the  peri-uterine  tissues 
are  invaded,  while  the  vagina  may  be  but  little  involved. 

To  the  malignancy  of  the  cervical  carcinoma  is  added  increased 
danger  from  the  fact  that  the  beginning,  va  a  rule,  is  attended  by  no 
symptoms,  and  the  disease  is  almost  always  discovered  when  it  is 
too  late  for  radical  treatment.  Only  in  the  superficial  or  ulcerative 
form  of  cancer  is  the  early  stiige  attended  with  discharge  and  occa- 
sional hemorrhages.  The  other  forms  of  cancer  are  attended  with 
very  slight  discharge,  and,  other  symptoms  being  absent,  the  case 
does  not  come  to  seek  the  advice  of  the  gynecologist  until  the  can- 
cerous sore  has  already  formed.  This  is  attended  with  a  more 
copious  discharge  and  bleeding,  which  may  occur  periodically  and 
be  confounded  with  metrorrhagia  from  other  causes.  If  the  patient 
has  not  passed  the  menopause,  the  hemorrhages  begin  as  increase 
in  the  normal  menstruation,  but  later  on  occur  between  the  periods. 
Frequently  the  first  symptom  noticed  is  hemorrluige  following 
coitus.  In  the  scirrhoun  form  of  the  disease  the  bleeding  may  be 
absent,  yet  it  very  generally  accomjianies  the  disease,  and  it  may  be 
very  alarming.  The  most  extreme  grade  of  anemia  may  result  from 
the  repeated  hemorrhages,  yet  they  very  rarely  are  so  copious  as  to 
produce  death. 

The  first  hemorrhage  is  usually  followed  by  a  sanious  discharge, 
which  may  be  slight  and  attract  no  more  attention  than  the  mucous 
discharges  preceding  it.  Tlie  discharge  may  be  purely  serous  and 
devoid  of  odor.  As  soon,  however,  as  ulceration  has  taken  place 
the  discharges  excite  suspicion.  Their  color  is  at  first  dark  from 
the  admixture  of  fragments  of  gangrenous  tissue,  then  grayish- 
yellow,  green,  brown,  or  black,  and  of  a  sickening  smell.  The  pain 
at  the  beginning  is  slight  or  wholly  wanting.  Violent  pain  occurs 
when  the  infiltration  has  involved  the  pelvic  connective  tissue.     As 
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a  rule,  the  pain  is  proportionate  in  severity  to  the  size  and  the  hard- 
ness of  the  infiltrated  area.  The  pain  is  most  violent  in  slightly 
ulcerated  Ciircinomata,  or  in  those  ulcerating  late,  when  the  hard, 
unyielding  proliferalioiis  fill  the  entire  pelvic  Ciivity. 

To  the  true  pains  of  carcinoma,  of  a  pricking,  lancinating,  or 
burning  character,  are  soon  added  thtise  of  chronic  peritonitis  occa- 
sioned by  the  inflammatory  adhesions  whicli  form  as  soon  as  the 
neoplasm  has  invaded  the  peritoneum.  The  cervical  canal  in  its 
involvement  may  be  so  narrow  as  to  retain  the  secretions  of  the 
uterine  cavity.  Attempts  on  the  part  of  the  uterus  to  exjiel  this 
daramed-up  secretion  excite  violent  colicky  pain.  Complete  closure 
of  the  cervix  may  occur  and  heniatometra  or  pyoraetra  result,  but 
this  is  very  rare. 

The  peculiar  hardness  of  the  abdominal  wall  is  in  a  great  meas- 
ure occasioned  by  the  [lain,  and  is  characteristic  of  the  later  stages 
of  carcinoma.  The  muscular  tissues  are  strongly  stretched,  the 
intestines  elevated,  aud  the  i>elvic  walls  give  to  the  touch  a  [leculiar 
sense  of  hanl  resistance. 

The  other  symptoms  are  occasioned  by  the  extension  of  the  dis- 
ease to  the  neighboring  organs.  Usually  the  growth  extends  to  the 
anterior  vaginal  wall  and  involves  the  bladder.  As  a  result  of  the 
infiltration  of  the  submucous  layers  of  the  bladder-wall  the  mucous 
membrane  becomes  irrit<ible,  aud  there  is  pain  on  micturition  with 
vesical  tenesmus.  It  is  seldom  that  there  is  retention  of  urine.  As 
the  growth  advances  the  ureters  become  compressed  or  share  in  the 
involvement;  their  calibre  is  narrowed,  and  hydronephrosis  nuiy 
result.  Boon  the  cancerous  masses  in  the  bladder-wall  ulcerate ; 
the  tissues  intervening  between  the  bladder  and  vagiua  become 
progressively  thinner,  and  finally  are  perforated.  Frequently  the 
rectum  is  also  involved.  Preceding  the  involvement  of  the  rec- 
tum there  are  usually  obstinate  constipation  and  recUil  catarrh  from 
the  pressure  of  the  tumor  oWtructing  its  calibre.  Following  the 
rectal  involvement  is  a  progressive  thinning  of  the  recto-vaginal 
eeptum  by  ulceration  and  jierforation,  with  the  production  of  a 
recto-vnginal  fistula. 

The  patient  may  remain  in  excellent  general  condition  until  the 
disease  has  attained  extensive  development.  Carcinomatous  disesise 
frequently  attacks  large  and  strong  women.  The  nutrition  of  thq 
body  then  soon  begins  to  fail  on  account  of  the  eonlinuous  drain  of 
blood  and  serum  from  the  diseased  cervi-x,  of  the  accompanying 
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disturbances  ia  the  intestinal  tract,  and  of  the  general  degenerative 
effect  of  the  cancerous  disease  on  the  blood.  Usually  there  is 
obstinate  constipntion,  although  diarrhea  may  be  present.  There 
is  a  progressive  loss  of  a]ipetite,  which  may  amount  to  an  absolute 
disgust  for  food,  Frequently  there  is  vomiting,  which  may  be  the 
result  of  various  causes.  The  stinking  odor  of  the  discharges  is 
perhaps  a  decided  element,  and  the  uremic  poisoning  from  pressure 
on  the  ureters  has  much  to  do  with  its  production.  The  pain 
deprives  the  patient  of  sleep.  Cachexia  soon  results  from  the 
frequent  loss  of  blood  and  the  profuse  discharges.  The  legs  become 
oedematous.  At  a  later  stage  diarrhea  sets  in,  and  the  patients  lose 
flesh  and  strength  rapidly.  Fortunately  for  the  patients,  uremia, 
occurring  from  the  slow  occlusion  of  the  ureters  toward  the  elase 
of  tlie  disease,  clouds  the  intellect.  They  become  more  indiflerent 
to  their  condition;  the  anxious  expression  Ls  lost;  the  complaints 
of  pain  are  less  frequent;  and  they  lie  listless  and  dull  upon  their 
beds,  without  even  attempting  to  change  their  positions.  Gradually 
the  cloud  darkens,  occjwionally  broken  by  a  lucid  interval,  until 
death  ends  their  pitiable  existence. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  death  takes  place  from  uremic  poisoning 
when  the  ailment  is  left  to  run  its  course  and  the  patient  is  not 
carried  off  by  intercurrent  disease.  The  ureters  are  found  thick- 
ened, often  to  the  size  of  the  finger,  and  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney 
greatly  distended  with  urine.  Purulent  peritonitis  may  occur,  and 
hasten  the  woman's  end  before  the  Ciineerous  disease  has  involved 
the  ureters.  Exhaustion  is  of  course  a  large  element  in  the  causa- 
tion of  death. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  course  of  the  disease  because  the 
early  stages  are  not  recognized.  As  a  rule,  we  may  say  that  death 
occurs  in  from  one  year  to  one  year  and  a  half  after  the  inoeption 
of  the  disease. 

Carcinoma  of  the  cervix  is  usually  of  easy  diagnosis,  from  the 
fact  that  it  in,  as  a  rule,  fully  developed  and  often  far  advanced 
when  it  comes  under  observation.  In  the  early  stages  of  its  devel- 
opment it  is  difficult  of  recognition.  The  cauliflower  or  papillary 
kind  is  the  easiest  to  be  recognized.  Here  the  quick  growth,  the 
irregular,  knotted,  or  cauliflower  shape,  and  the  rapid  disintegra- 
tion serve  to  make  the  diagnosis  clear.  As  a  rule,  all  sessile  papil- 
lary or  villous  growths  of  the  cervix  are  carcinomatous. 

The  parenchymatous  or  nodular  form  of  cervical  cancer  is  more 
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difficult  of  diagnosis.  It  \^  readily  cou founded  with  myoma  if  the 
notlules  are  situated  in  the  patulous  cervical  canal  or  superficially, 
bulging  the  raucous  membrane  of  the  vaginal  portion.  A  myoma, 
however,  Is  of  much  hart!er  consistency,  and  it  is  seated  in  normal 
tissue,  while  tlie  softer  carcinomatous  nodules  are  surrounded  by 
infiltrated  and  inflamed  tissue.  On  incising  the  growth  the  myoma 
cuts  with  considerable  resistance,  while  the  cjircinoraa  is  soft  like 
marrow,  A  positive  diagnosis  at  times  cannot  be  made  until  an 
excised  nodule  has  been  examined  microscopically. 

The  ditierential  diagnosis  between  superticial  or  ulcerating  car- 
cinoma of  the  raucous  membrane  of  the  cervical  canal  and  long- 
standing cervical  catarrh  is  arrived  at  with  great  difliculty.  In  the 
early  stage  of  this  form  of  cjircinoma  the  appearance  is  the  same 
in  both  conditions.  The  folds  and  markings  of  the  catarrhal 
mucous  membrane  are  perfectly  preserved  in  cancer,  though  the 
submucous  layers  be  involved,  and  the  evidences  of  the  maliguaucy 
only  appear  when  ulceration  has  occurred. 

Severe  long-standing  cervical  catarrhs,  with  thickening  of  the 
vaginal  portion  and  nodulur  enlargements  of  the  surface,  frequently 
excite  suspicion  of  cancer.  On  close  examination  it  will  be  found 
that  the  nodules  consist  of  closed  follicles  filled  with  mucus  and  the 
surface  is  covered  with  epitheliutu.  The  absence  of  ulceration 
indicates  the  benign  character  of  these  cases  of  advanced  hyper- 
trophy of  the  cervix.  Should  the  cervix  be  eroded,  the  diagnosis 
may  be  made  by  the  character  of  the  denuded  surface.  In  cancer 
the  margins  of  the  ulcer  are  sharp  and  dentated,  and  the  surface 
bleeds  readily.  The  presence  of  numerous  follicles,  studding  the 
entire  cervi.K  or  the  marginal  zone  of  the  ulcer,  argues  in  favor  i»f  a 
benign  character  of  the  disease.  In  the  digital  examination  of  cases 
of  long-standing  cervical  catarrh,  the  sensation  of  an  irregularly 
degenerated,  hard,  carcinomatous  growth  may  be  imparted  to  the 
finger.  On  examination  with  the  speculum,  however,  it  will  bo 
noticed  that  the  suspicious  points  are  clothed  with  epithelium,  and 
tlie  absence  of  ulcers  will  clear  the  diagnosis.  It  is  well  to  boar  in 
mind  that  curcinomatnus  growths  are  cju^ily  broken  up  by  the  exam- 
ining finger,  while  chronic  iriHammHtory  changes  resist  even  strong 
pressure.  A  positive  diagnosis  should  not  \ye  given,  however,  until 
\%  careful  microscopical  examination  has  been  made  of  pieces  of  the 
growth  removed  for  that  purpose.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the 
tieeue  for  exaiuination  should  not  be  remove<l  too  sujierficially. 
u 
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When  ulceration  has  taken  place  the  diagnosis  is  comparatively 
easy,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  carcinomatous  nodules  of  the 
cervix  may  reach  a  considerable  size  before  perforating  the  mucous 
membrane.  On  the  other  hand,  large  ulcerating  niyomata  which 
are  protruding  from  the  cervix  may  so  resemble  carcinomatous 
growths  as  to  excite  grave  suspicion.  Diphtheritic  inflammatory 
deposits  upon  the  cervical  portion  and  neighboring  parts  of  the 
vagina  may  so  closely  resemble  carcinoma,  through  the  uniform 
swelling  and  ichorous  discharge  mixed  with  blood,  as  to  make  the 
diagnosis  of  carcinoma  doubtful. 

It  m  often  difficult  to  determine  how  far  carcinomatous  infiltra- 
tion has  extended.  The  neoplasm  often  involves  the  pelvic  connec- 
tive tissue  ranch  deeper  than  it  appears  upon  examination.  The 
extension  of  the  growth  is  best  determined  by  combined  examina- 
tion through  the  rectum  under  ether  narcosis.  The  mobility  of  the 
womb  will  also  give  valuable  information  on  this  point,  for  if  that 
organ  is  firmly  fixed  the  presumption  is  that  the  disease  has  invaded 
the  peri-uterine  tissues.  By  catching  hold  of  the  cervix  with  a 
tenaculum,  and  by  dragging  the  womb  down,  much  infurmation 
can  be  obtained  through  the  rectum  as  to  the  condition  of  the  broad 
ligaments. 

Unfortunately,  the  patients  suffering  with  carcinoma  of  the 
cervix  come  under  observation  so  late  in  its  course  that  the  total 
removal  of  the  growth  is  usually  rendered  impracticable  by  the 
extensive  involvement  of  the  neighboring  tissues.  The  condition 
of  the  patient  is  then  most  unfortunate.  There  is  almost  unbear- 
able pain,  insomnia,  progres^sive  loss  of  flesh  and  strength,  and  foul 
odor  froin  the  discharges.  This  condition  may  l>e  long  protracted, 
or  death  from  peritonitis  or  from  some  intercurrent  disease  may 
relieve  the  patient  from  her  suflerings.  The  only  favorable  prog- 
nosis is  afforded  by  the  earliest  possible  operation,  when  the  disease 
is  yet  limited  to  the  cervix  and  the  whole  womb  can  be  removed. 

The  TREATMENT  of  carciuoma  of  the  cervix  is  either  radical  or 
palliative.  The  radical  treatment  comprises  the  extirpation  either 
of  the  whole  womb  or  of  the  disesised  portion  of  the  cervix,  with 
enough  surrounding  healthy  tissue  to  ensure  ix^  complete  removal. 
The  former  method  Ls,  in  our  opinion,  always  to  be  preferred  to  the 
removal  merely  of  the  cervix,  because  it  unquestionably  is  the  more 
thoruugh  of  the  two  operations,  and  because  we  never  can  tell 
whether  the  cancer  is  limited  to  the  cervix  or  has  extended  to  the 
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corpus.  The  palliative  treatment  is  directed  only  toward  relieving 
the  distressing  symptoms  wheu  hope  of  removal  of  the  growth  has 
been  abandoned. 

Amputation  of  the  diseased  cervix  may  be  performed  by  the 
knife,  ^eraseur,  galvano-eautei y,  or  Paqiielin  cautery,  and  may  be 
partial  or  complete.  Operations  performed  by  the  knife  are  to  be. 
preferred,  on  account  of  the  easier  surgical  manipulation  and  the 
more  rapiil  healing  of  the  wounds  after  suture  than  by  those  follow- 
ing the  other  methods  of  removal. 


<;n 


,v:^ 


simple  Amputation  of  the  Cervix,  alitcbe*  In  situ. 

The  partial  extirijatioii  of  the  cervix  may  be  performed  by  two 
methmls:  either  by  a  simple  amputation  of  that  part  of  the  cervix 
projecting  into  the  vagina,  or  as  a  modified  wedge-shaped  excision. 
The  simple  am|>ut;tti<)U  of  the  cervix  i.^  less  desirable  than  that  by 
the  wedge-shaped  incision,  on  account  of  the  greater  accompanying 
hemorrhage  and  the  greater  difficulty  in  covering  the  stump.  The 
oj)erati<m  is  jxTforiiied  as  foMows :  After  thoroughly  scrubl)ing  the 
external  genitalia  and  vagina  with  a  solution  of  soft  soap,  tlie  parts 
are  washed  in  ether,  alcohol,  and  a  strong  bichloride-of-mercury 
•olution,  1 :  KMK).  The  cervix  is  exposed  by  a  perineal  retractor, 
and  graspcil  by  a  double  tenaculum  or  volsellum  forceps.  The 
labia  are  held  apart  by  two  other  retractors,  and  the  womb  is  then 
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drawn  down  as  far  as  the  elasticity  of  the  uterine  ligament  will 
permit.  The  farther  this  ig  possible  the  easier  is  the  operation. 
Great  care  must  be  observed  in  applying  traction,  however,  when 
inflammatory  changes  coexist  in  the  adnexu.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane is  incised  by  a  circular  incisiou,  and  the  cervix  severed  as  far 
as  the  canal.  Before  the  entire  separation  it  is  advisable  to  placo 
one  or  two  stitches  in  the  severed  wall,  leaving  the  ends  long. 
These  control  the  bleedinir  and  act  wa  tractors  after  the  cervix  hsis 
been  completely  severed.  Tractoi-s  are  applied  by  some  operators 
before  beginning  the  operation   by  passing  a  strong  silk  thread 

Fio.  263. 


•v\^^ 


Sfaaple  AmpuMiion  of  tl)«  CerHx,  itltcbes  tied. 


through  the  cervix  above  the  field  of  am|>iitatiori.  The  womb  is 
now  held  fast  by  the  tractor,  the  separation  completed,  and  the 
sutures  quickly  placed,  radiating  from  the  cervical  canal  like  the 
spokes  of  a  wheel.  The  union  of  the  two  mucous  surfaces  over  the 
stump  is  facilitated  if  the  uecdle  be  introtiuep<l  in  the  cervical  mucosa, 
brought  out  midway  betw^een  the  cervical  mucosa  and  the  vaginal 
mucosa,  and  again  introduced  through  the  vaginal  mucosa.  As  the 
circumference  of  the  circular  ed^j^ti  of  the  vaginal  mucous  mem- 
brane is  much   larirer   than  that  of  the   mucous  membrane  of  tlie 
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from  the  inner  surface  of  the  lip,  from  within  outward.  These  two 
inci^iotjii  iiiter.sect  in  the  middle  of  the  lip,  giving  to  the  excised 
portion  the  shape  of  a  wedge.  The  wedge  may  be  made  large  or 
sumli  acording  to  the  size  of  the  cervix  and  to  its  hardness  or  soft- 
ness, the  object  being  to  leave  two  movable  flaps  that  may  be  easily 
ajiproximated  and  sutured.  Before  proceeding  with  the  excisiiou 
of  the  second  wedge  several  stitches  are  placed  uniting  the  flaps  just 
made,  and  they  are  immediately  tied.     This  is  dune  partly  to  couirol 

Fio.  266. 


Profile  of  the  Wedge-shaped  Amputation  of  the  Cerrix  Uteri,  iDtum  Id  place. 


hemorrhage  and  partly  to  use  them  a.s  tractors.  In  knotting  the 
sutures  it  is  more  convenient  to  begin  in  the  middle  of  the  lip  and 
tie  toward  either  end.  The  posterior  lip  is  now  treated  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  anterior  one.  The  lateral  wounds  are  closed  by  one 
or  two  stitches.     This  method  may  be  varietl  to  suit  the  condition. 

The  removal  of  the  cervix  with  the  cold  wire  of  the  dcraseur  is 
now  no  longer  performed,  but  amputation  with  the  galvano-cautery 
snare  is  still  practised  by  some  operators  who  wish  to  avoid  the 
bloodier  operation  with  the  knife.     The  only  commending  feature 
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of  the  procedure  is  its  blood lessness,  through  the  cooking  of  the 
tissues  aud  the  eouBequeut  closure  of  tlie  vessels  before  being  cut. 
Braun  advances  the  fanciful  theory  that  the  inoculation  of  the 
fresh  wound  by  carcinoma  germs  is  avoideil,  and  i-ontends  that 
through  the  heat  of  the  wire  carcinoma  gerni-s  remaining  in  the  tis- 
sues of  the  stump  are  ilej?troyed. 

The  mode  of  operation  is  as  follows :  After  the  cleansing  and  the 
disinfection  of  the  genitalia  and  the  vagina,  and  after  the  exposure 

Fig.  267. 


Proflle  of  the  Wedge-ahaped  Ampuutloo  of  the  Cervix  UtwrJ,  luturcs  ready  to  tie. 

of  the  cervix  witli  the  perineal  retractor,  one  or  more  double  tenac- 
ula  are  fastened  in  the  cervicjd  tissue  and  the  womb  is  drawn  down. 
The  loop  is  applied  at  the  greatest  possible  distance  from  the  mar- 
gin of  the  nt'<(pla.'<m,  yet  not  so  near  to  tiu*  bladtler  as  to  injure  it. 
It  is  then  drawn  tightly  enough  to  compress  the  tissues,  while  the 
current  is  closed  and  the  wire  heated  to  a  glowing  heat.  By  slowly 
constricting  the  wire  looj)  the  cervix  is  cut  evenly  through.  An 
even  charred  surface  remains,  which  heals  with  the  formation  of 
dense  scar-tissue  having  a  strong  tendency  to  contract.  The  pouch 
of  Douglas  is  frequently  opened  ;  this  accident,  however,  appears  to 
be  attended  with  but  little  danger. 

These  operations  have  been  described  in  order  only  that  atten- 
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don  m:iy  be  called  to  the  fact  that  they  are  operations  in  which 
confident-e  cannot  be  placed,  and  that  are  therefore  illegitimate 
procedures.  In  dealing  with  a  disease  so  terrible  as  cancer  and 
with  so  marked  a  tendency  to  return,  the  performance  of  any  ope- 
ration short  of  total  extirpation  of  tlie  cervix  or  of  the  womb  seems 
unjustifiable.  Surely  if  we  accept  the  belief  of  scientific  gynecolo- 
gists, that  cancer  in  its  iucipiency  is  a  local  dise<ise,  and  that  if  early 
enougli  operated  u]t«>n  and  the  growth  wholly  removed  there  is  no 
return,  the  chuiee  of  operation  must  lie  between  that  of  high  ampu- 
tation of  the  cervix  and  total  extirpation  of  the  uterus.  Of  these 
two  procedures,  total  extirpation  of  the  womb  should,  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  be  the  choice,  for  the  double  reason  that  the  result 
is  the  more  sure  if  the  organ  be  removed  entire,  as  it  is  in  cancer  of 
the  breast,  and  that  the  operation  of  high  amputation  is  just  as  dif- 
ficult of  performanaee  and  as  dangerous  to  the  life  of  the  patient. 

The  method  of  high  amputation  was  originated  by  Schroeder  in 
1878.  His  technique  is  as  follows:  The  vagina,  vaginal  portion,  and 
external  genitals  are  cleansed  by  scrubbing  with  a  solution  of  soft  soap 
and  washing  in  ether,  alcohol,  and  bichloride-of-mercury  solution, 
1  :  200().  The  instruments  required  are  to  be  sterilized  by  boiling 
them  for  ten  minutes  or  longer  in  soda  solution,  and  are  tlien  placed 
u|)itn  a  table  at  a  convenit^nt  distance  from  the  0])erator,  in  the  tray 
in  which  they  have  been  boiled.  The  buttocks,  thighs,  and  muns 
veneris  are  guarded  by  a  broad  strip  of  antiseptic  gauze  having  a 
slit  corresponding  to  the  vulvur  oiKice.  The  cervix  is  exposed  by 
a  perineal  retractor  and  the  laltia  held  apart  by  assistants.  The 
cervix  is  then  seized  in  the  grjisp  of  a  double  tenaculum  or  volsel- 
lum  forceps  and  traction  applied,  the  womb  being  drawn  down  as 
far  as  the  elasticity  of  the  uterine  ligaments  will  permit.  A  circu- 
lar incision  is  made  from  one-half  to  one  centimeter  beyond  the 
margin  of  the  diseased  vaginal  mucous  membrane.  There  may  be 
considerable  hemorrhage  from  the  divided  vaginal  arteries  which 
will  require  the  application  of  hemostats  and  ligatures.  After  the 
hemorrhage  has  been  controlled  it  is  easy  with  the  finger  to  scjia- 
rate  the  cervix  from  the  tissues  front  and  back,  traction  being  made 
upon  the  cervix  all  the  while.  The  connective  tissue  here  contains 
no  large  vessels  and  is  easily  separated.  Tlie  cervix  is  then  drawD 
strongly  to  one  side,  rendering  tense  the  parametric  connective  tis- 
sue on  the  opposite  si<le,  which  contains  the  uterine  veasels.  This 
tense  tissue,  being  easily  recognized  by  the  touch,  is  surrounded  by 
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u  ligature,  as  in  the  operation  for  total  extirpation.  The  maneuvre 
is  best  carried  out  V»y  a  hulf-blunt  staphylorrhaphy  or  aneurism 
neeiUe.  After  tightly  tying  the  ligature  the  inckuled  tii^isue  is 
divided  with  scijisor.s  Ijetween  the  ligature  and  the  eervix.  This 
ligation  shouhl  include  the  uterine  artery.  A  ligature  is  similarly 
placed  on  the  uppo-site  side,  and  the  tissues  divided  between  it  and 
the  cervix.  Frequently  tlie  tightly-.stretched  sacrouterine  liga- 
ments interfere  witli  the  drawing  down  of  the  uterns?.  They  niny 
be  included  in  a  ligature  and  severed,  when  the  uterus  will  readily 
descend.  The  ligaturesi  should  be  applied  as  far  from  the  cervix 
laterally  as  pcssiijle,  so  that  the  division  of  the  tissues  does  not 
occur  close  to  the  cervix.  The  cervix  is  now  transversely  separated 
from  the  body  of  the  uterus  anteriorly  a.s  far  as  the  cervical  canal, 
and  a  stitch  pas.sed  througli  the  vaginal  wall,  the  connective  tissue, 
and  the  divided  cervical  wall,  and  brought  out  in  the  cervical  canal. 
This,  being  tightly  tied,  provides  the  means  for  safely  holding  down 
the  stump  after  complete  separation  of  the  cervix.  Should  there  he 
any  hemturhage  at  this  stage,  it  niay  he  eoirtrolled  by  the  applica- 
tion of  several  similar  sutures.  The  postei'ior  wall  of  the  cervix  is 
now  cut  through,  and  sutures  passed  as  before  around  its  circumfer- 
ence, uniting  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagiini  to  that  of  the 
womb.  .As  the  upper  end  of  the  opened  vaginal  tube  is  much 
larger  than  that  of  the  womb,  the  vaginal  nnicons  memlirane  is 
thrown  int»>  folds  by  the  sutures.  On  either  side  are  openings  in 
which  the  ligature  strands  lie;  these  retpiire  each  a  stitch  to  effect 
closure.  If  the  ligatures  include  the  uterine  vessels  and  are  tightly 
tied,  there  shoulil  be  very  little  bleeding  in  this  operation.  The  lower 
segment  of  the  woml)  may  be  removed  by  this  metlMwl  if  desired. 
Douglas's  cul-de-sac  is  frequently  opened  ;  the  author  has  opened 
it  several  times,  but  this  misa<lvenlnre  did  not  increase  the  danger 
of  the  operation.  The  wound  in  Douglas's  pouch  should  be  imme- 
diately cIose<l  by  a  continued  suture  of  fine  silk  or  catgut.  The 
vagina  is  to  be  ctirefully  cleansed  with  lK)ile<l  water  and  tamponed 
with  iodoform  gauze.  The  tampons  are  removed  and  renewed,  and 
the  vagina  douched,  at  intervals  of  twenty-four  hours.  In  from  five 
Ui  eight  days  the  tampons  may  be  di.scontinned,  but  the  daily  douches 
are  persisted  in.  On  the  tenth  or  twelfth  day  the  patient  may  leave 
her  bed.  The  early  removal  of  the  stitches  is  a  matter  of  no  im- 
portance, and  the  longer  they  remain  the  easier  is  their  removal. 
Usually  they  are  removed  on  the  eighth  day.      If  catgut  be  used 
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throughout,  there   is  no  netni  of  ])ayiiig  any  aitcniion    to  them 
whatever,  as  the  loop  is  absorbed  aiul  the  knot  then  tails  off. 

The  steps  of  the  operation  ai-e  practically  a  combination  of  the 
first  part  in  the  vaginal  hysterectomy  with  ligature  and  a  simple 
amj)ntation.  A  glance  at  the  illustrations  of  the«>e  two  procedures 
will  render  the  steps  clear. 

The  high  ainjiutation  may  also  be  performed  by  the  galvano- 
csiutei'v  knife.  The  method  is  as  follows :  After  exposing  the  cer- 
vix with  a  perineal  retractor,  and  having  the  labia  held  apart  by 
assistants,  the  cervix  is  seized  by  a  double  tenaculum  or  volselhini 
forceps  and  drawn  down.  The  position  of  the  bladder  is  deter- 
mined by  the  introduction  of  a  sound,  and  the  site  of  the  amputa- 
tion cjirefully  selected,  so  as  to  avoid  wounding  the  bladder  or  open- 
ing Douglns's  pouch.  If  it  be  found  that  the  retro-uterine  tissues 
are  involved  and  that  the  peritoneal  cavity  must  be  opened  to  effect 
the  excision,  the  operation  should  not  be  abandoned,  for  the  results 
of  such  operations  are  said  to  be  attended  with  little  danger.  In  one 
such  case,  in  which  a  hole  was  burnt  into  Douglass  pouch,  Tio 
febrile  movement  whatever  took  place.  The  wrvix  should  be 
amputated  first,  however,  and  afterward  the  retro-uterine  tissues 
should  be  excised.  A  slightly  curved  cautery-knife  electrode  is 
applied  cold  to  the  point  of  election,  the  circuit  closed,  and  a  cir- 
cular incision  made,  the  cutting  being  finished  without  the  removal 
of  the  knife.  Should  it  be  desirable  to  remove  the  knife  in  order 
that  the  direction  of  the  incision  be  altered,  the  current  should  first 
be  broken  and  the  knife  allowed  to  cool,  in  order  to  prevent  hemor- 
rhage. 

After  the  circular  incision  has  been  made  to  the  dej>th  of  about 
one-fourth  of  an  inch  the  knife  should  be  directed  upward  and 
inward,  firm  traction  upon  the  cervix  being  kept  up  all  the  time. 
The  remaining  stump  will  be  funnel-shaped,  and  should  be  gone 
over  again  and  again  with  a  tlome-shaped  electrode  to  render  the 
baking  of  the  tissues  more  thorough. 

In  cases  requiring  amputation  above  the  internal  os,  the  cervix 
should  be  first  removed,  the  stump  grnsped  on  either  side  of  the 
cervical  canal,  and  the  higher  auiputation  proceeded  with  in  the 
same  manner  as  before.  Thus  it  is  pos.sible  by  successive  fittempts 
to  excise  as  high  as  is  desired.  The  ragged  edges  are  finally  to  be 
trimmed  off  by  the  cautery-knife  and  the  cavity  tamponed  with 
iodoform  gauze.     The  tinnpoii  is  allowed  to  remain  for  forty-eight 
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hours.  The  after-treatment  consists  in  the  use  of  antiseptic 
douches. 

Tins  operation  can  be  performed  more  safely  with  the  curved 
kuife  of  the  Fa<jueliii  tlieriiio-cautery,  for  then  the  degree  of  heat 
can  be  better  adjusted  to  the  henjorrliaoric  cliaraeter  of  the  tissues. 
For  instance,  if  the  tissues  are  very  vascular,  a  dull-red  heat  is  less 
likely  to  be  followed  by  hemorrhage  tlian  a  white  heat. 

We  once  had  a  terrific  secondary  hemorrhage  follow  the  use  of 
the  galvano-cautery  wire — a  hemorrhage  which  waa  controlled  with 
the  greatest  (liflieulty.  From  this  cause  the  late  Dr.  Albert  H. 
Smith  of  Philadelphia  lost  a  patient  of  high  social  jiosition  several 
days  after  the  amputation  of  a  cancerous  cervix.  The  author  assisted 
him  in  the  operation,  which  was  most  skilfully  jierformed,  and  was 
present  when  the  lady  died,  being  sunmioned  by  him  at  the  last 
moment.  But  with  the  Paquelin  cautery  we  have  made  many  high 
amputations  of  the  cervix,  and  have  not  yet  met  with  a  secondary 
hemorrhage. 

When  the  cancer  has  involved  the  vagina  and  the  wall  of  the 
bladder  or  of  the  rectum  is  infiltrated,  or  when  there  is  found  to  be 
involvement  of  the  broad  ligaments,  the  inference  is  legitimate  that 
the  lymphatics  have  also  become  infected,  and  all  radical  treatment 
is  contraindicated.  Unfortunately,  the  radical  treatment  applies  to 
a  very  small  percentage  of  the  cases  met  with  both  in  private  and 
in  hospital  practice.  The  onset  of  the  disease  is  so  insidious  that 
early  symptoms  are  overlooked,  hemorrhages  are  referred  to  the 
"change  of  life"  or  to  irregularities  of  menstruation,  and  the 
patients  present  themselves  at  last  for  advice,  with  such  extensive 
involvement  that  a  brief  respite  from  sufl'ering  and  a  short  pro- 
lougation  of  their  lives  is  all  we  can  offer  them.  Our  aim  in  these 
cases  should  be  to  check  the  wasting  discharges  and  hemorrhages, 
and  make  the  patients  as  comfortable  as  possible  fur  the  short  time 
they  have  yet  to  live.  The  hemorrhages  and  discharges  are  best 
controlled  through  the  removal  of  the  ulcerating  or  vegetating  can- 
cerous masses  by  rapidly  breaking  them  up  with  the  fingers  and 
scraping  away  the  diseased  tissue  with  a  sharp  spoon  curette.  In 
our  opinion,  the  best  curette  has  a  serrated  edge.  It  is  of  import- 
ance to  bear  in  mind  the  position  of  the  bladder  and  rectum  in 
cases  of  extensive  involvement,  as  the  infiltrated  walls  of  thej*e 
organs  are  readily  perfornted,  thus  rendering,  by  rectal  or  vesical 
incontinence,  the  condition  of  the  patient  more  uncomfortable  than 
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before  interference.  After  spouging  the  cavity  dry,  the  raw  surface 
\s  seared  with  the  button-shaped  end  of  the  Paquelin  cautery  heated 
to  a  dull  cherry-red  heat,  and  the  Wound  tamponed  with  iodoforin 
gauze.  Tlie  dressing  sltould  l>e  renewed  in  forty-eight  hours,  and 
the  vagina  douched  with  bichloride-of-iuercury  sokition,  1  :  4(XK), 
After  such  treatment  the  patients  gain  rapidly  in  weight  and 
strength.  The  iniprovenient  lasts  usually  from  three  to  six  months. 
In  a  few  eases  we  have  known  the  respite  to  last  for  several  years. 

The  use  of  caustics  applied  on  sin:dl  tanijions  to  the  raw  surface 
after  curetting  has  been  advised.  Nitric  acid,  chromic  acid,  5  per 
cent,  solution  of  bromine,  and  saturated  solution  of  chloride  of 
zinc  are  the  caustics  usually  employed.  After  their  application 
the  vagina  should  be  protected  by  tanipotis  wet  in  a  saturated 
solution  of  sodium  bicjirbonate.  In  fttrty-eight  hours  the  tanijMjns 
are  to  be  removed,  and  the  parts  dressed  with  iodoform  gauze 
until  the  slough  of  the  cauterized  area  separates.  Tliis  usually 
takes  place  in  from  seven  to  ten  days.  The  use  of  the  Paquelin 
cautery  seems,  however,  to  meet  every  indication  and  to  be  attemled 
with  less  discomfort  to  the  patient. 

The  fetid  discharges  are  best  relieved  by  douches  of  perraan- 
g;inate-of-potasli  solution,  8  to  fi  drachms  to  the  quart,  of  |)erox- 
ide-of-hydrogen  and  chloral  solutions,  or  of  suppositories  of  chloral 
and  tannic  ncid,  which  on  account  of  their  irritant  action  must  be 
used  intermittently  with  the  douches.  Thymol  solutions  have  also 
been  recommended. 

For  the  hemorrhages,  which  are  seldom  fatal,  yet  always  weak- 
ening and  alarming,  it  is  best  to  use  douches  of  very  hot  water  or 
of  very  hot  vinegar.  If  these  fail,  the  vagina  may  be  tam|X)ned 
with  pledgets  of  cotton  wet  in  a  saturated  solution  of  alum.  Should 
this  fail  to  control  the  bleeding,  some  cotton,  which  has  been  .soaked 
,in  Monsel's  solution  and  dried,  may  be  placed  upon  the  cervix  and 
secured  by  a  gauze  tjimpon.  The  use  of  Monsel's  solution  is  seldom 
required,  and  should  never  be  resorted  to  if  it  is  possible  to  control 
the  bleeding  by  other  means.  It  produces  dense  coagulu  which  are 
liable  to  occasion  fresh  hemorrhage  in  their  subsequent  removal,  or, 
if  allowed  to  stay,  undergo  decomposition  and  add  to  the  patients 
suftering. 

To    prevent   erythematous   eruptions  from  the   di.scharges,  the 
external  genitals  should  be  frequently  cleansed  with  csistile  soap 
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and  warm  water,  washed  with  lead-water,  ajid  anointed  with 
bo  rated  vaseline. 

The  patients,  beside  local  treatment,  require  tonics  and  easily- 
digested  food.  The  bowels  are  prone  to  become  constipated,  and 
require  special  care.  The  pain,  though  modified  by  hjcal  treatment, 
is  distressing  and  demands  the  nse  ot"  morjuhiu.  The  witljholding 
of  opium  from  the^e  sufferers  is  cruel  in  the  extreme,  and  eillier 
the  administration  of  some  form  of  the  drug  by  the  mouth  or  the 
hypodermic  use  of  morphia  in  whatever  quantities  required,  is 
demanded  in  every  case.  They  have  but  a  few  months  to  live;  let 
these  months  be  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

The  attention  of  the  profession  has  lately  been  called  to  the  use 
of  pyoktanin  in  the  treatment  of  cancer.  Jlethyl'-'ne  blue  may  l>e 
administered  inlernally,  and  also  externally  to  the  cancer  itself. 
Under  its  influence  it  lias  been  claimed  that  the  pains  are  relieved, 
the  cachexia  diminished,  while  the  cancerous  tissue  breaks  down 
and  is  discharged.  Cures  of  advanced  cases  have  been  reported. 
The  drug  may  well  be  tried  in  cases  where  the  disease  is  too  exten- 
sively developed  for  radical  treatment.  We  have  never  ventured  to 
administer  it  inlernally,  but  we  have  applied  it  externally  to  the 
ulcer  without  any  benefit  whatever ;  and,  to  tell  the  truth,  we  have 
no  more  confidence  in  it  than  in  those  obsolete  remedies  which 
once  were  .so  much  vaunted — viz.  Chian  turpentine  and  condurango. 

Carcinoma  of  the  Body  of  the  Uterus. 

Carcinoma  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  is  less  frequent  than  that 
of  the  cervix,  and  a  more  frequent  eomlition  than  sarcoma.  It  is 
more  a  disease  of  advanced  age  than  cervical  carcinoma,  an<l  is 
rarely  seen  before  the  menopause.  It  may  occur  in  nuUiparous 
women,  and  is  then  usually  found  in  sterile  women  who  have 
piissed  the  climacteric  and  in  old  maids. 

The  disease  originates  in  the  glandular  element  of  the  uterine 
mucous  membrane,  and  may  present  itself  as  a  polyjioid  degenera- 
tion of  the  endometrium  or  as  a  diffuse  infiltration.  It  rapidly 
invades  the  dee]>er  tissues,  which  become  necrotic  and  are  tlirt>wn 
off.  From  the  rapid  destruction  of  the  uterine  tissue  the  wumb 
lUKjn  becomes  converted  into  a  crater-shaped  cai'cinomatous  mass. 
Adhesions  form  to  the  contiguous  organs,  and  perforation  may  take 
place  into  the  bladder  and  intestine  or  into  the  peritoneal  cavity, 
thus  causing  rapidly  fatal    peritonitis.     The  disease   extends  into 
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the  tubes  aud   involves  the  ovaries.     Metastatic  nodules  in  other 
more  remote  organs  are  frequent. 

Symptoms. — The  fii'st  symptom  is  hemorrhage.  Later  on  there 
follows  a  copious  watery  discharge  which  may  be  purulent  aud  oft'en- 
sive.  The  discharge  may  be  bloody-serous  iu  character  and  desti- 
tute of  odor,  and  both  hemorrhage  and  discharge  may  be  wanting. 
The  secretions  are  more  fetid  when  softened  carcinomatous  nodules 
become  loose  in  the  uterine  cavity  and  are  expelled  from  it  with 
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bearing-down  pains.  The  pain  differs  widely  as  a  symptom.  In 
many  cjises  it  is  wholly  wanting.  The  pains  of  carcinoma  of  the 
uteruie  body  are  similar  to  those  accompanying  other  uterine 
tumors.  Lumbar  and  sacral  pains  are  complained  of.  and  fre- 
quently violent  pain.s  in  one  or  both  lower  extremities.  Paroxy.sms 
of  pain,  recurring  at  certain  hours  of  the  day,  are  characteristic  of 
carcinoma  when  present,  but  do  not  always  accompany  the  ilLsease. 
They  resemble  the  pains  of  uterine  colic,  and  are  occasioned  by  the 
abnormal  contents  of  the  womb.  Attempts  of  the  womb  to  expel 
its  contents  occasion  especially  tormenting  pain.  Later,  when  the 
growth  involves  the  serous  covering,  peritouitic  pains  are  added. 
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On  examiiiatioti  the  uterus  will  be  found  uuiUnMuly  enlarged. 
Later  in  the  coui'se  of  the  disease  metastatic  nodules  may  be  recog- 
nized as  prominences  upon  its  surface,  or  adhesion;!i  to  neighboring 
organs  render  it  no  longer   capable  of   being  definitely  outlined. 

Fig.  2'i9. 


Otrcllioink  nf  the  Body  i>f  (be  I'lerun. 

The  enlargement  is  usually  not  extensive,  and  in  the  earlier  stages 
it  is  barely  recognizable.  The  cervix  is  occasionally  putulouH,  or 
is  readily  dilatable  by  iho  examining  finger,  |K*rmiiting  the  growth 
to  be  felt  in  the  uterine  cavity  and  pieces  to  be  removed.  It  may 
be  hollowed  out  by  tlie  invasion  of  the  disease,  forming  with  the 
uteruH  a  large  cavity. 

The  general  health  usuallv  fails  bite  in  the  course  of  tlie  disease. 
Often  extensive  disease  is  found  in  well-mMirished  women.  Three 
times  has  the  author  successfully  removed  the  whole  womb  for  this 
disease  in  women  who  were  fat,  ruddy,  and  the  pictures  of  perfect 
health.  In  none  i»f  these  cases  was  pain  the  prominent  symptom, 
but  repeated  and  vi-ry  persistent  dribblings  of  l)lood.  In  one  case 
only  was  the  hemorrhage  even  alarming. 
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The  DIAGNOSIS  of  cancer  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  often  pre- 
sents many  difficulties.  Where  the  uterus  is  regularly  enlarged 
antl  there  are  no  bad-stnelling  discharges,  the  case  may  easily  be 
regarded  as  myoma,  yet  the  attention  will  be  attracted  in  many 
cases  to  the  strikingly  tense  distension  of  the  uterine  wails  occa- 
sioned by  the  rapidly-growing  neoplasm.  This  condition  recalls 
that  of  hematometra. 

When  a  uterus,  at  first  regularly  enlarged,  develops  ujwn  its 
surface  one  or  more  knob-like  projections  and  forms  adhesions  to 
tlie  neighboring  organs,  the  indications  are  clearly  of  malignant 
growth.  The  diagnosis  will  be  made  then,  however,  too  late  for 
railical  operation. 

Tiie  whole  clinical  course  of  cancer  of  the  uterus  should  excite 
suspicion.  The  return  of  irregular  hemorrhages  after  menstruation 
has  ceased,  often  for  years,  should  arouse  the  suspicion  of  cancer  if 
there  are  no  polypi  in  the  endometrium  or  cancer  of  the  cervix  to 
account  for  it.  The  eventual  occurrence  of  biid-smelling  discharges 
and  the  perceptible  increase  in  the  size  of  the  womb  will  confirm 
the  suspicion.  On  the  introduction  of  the  sound  the  irregularly 
degenerated  surface  of  the  growth  may  be  felt,  and  frequently  the 
sound,  used  without  force,  will  penetrate  the  masses,  and,  indeed, 
perforate  the  womb,  as  happened  once  in  our  hands.  These  clin- 
k-A  symptoms  are  so  clearly  indicative  of  cancer  that  hardly  a 
doubt  should  remain  as  to  the  diagnosis. 

Microscopical  examination  of  excised  pieces  should  always  be 
made.  The  pieces  are  removed  at  diHerent  positions  of  the  growth 
with  a  sharp  spoon.  The  operation  is  attended  with  neither  suffer- 
ing nor  harm  to  the  patient,  and  renders  the  diagnosis  sure  before 
the  corroborative  symptoms  of  the  later  stages  have  developed, 
which  plae-e  the  patient  beyond  the  pale  of  operative  interference. 

Cancer  of  the  womb,  from  a  curative  point  of  view,  must  be 
regarded  in  its  incipient  stage,  before  it  has  ]>rogres.sed  to  fixation. 
In  the  coui-se  of  its  advance  the  lymph-glands  which  lie  behind  the 
peritoneum  ai'  the  posterior  abdominal  wallj  and  the  lymphatics  at 
ihe  point  of  attachment  of  the  liganientnm  latum  upon  the  abdom- 
inal parietes,  are  the  first  to  become  affected.  The  palpation  of 
these  glands  is  extremelj'  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  So  in  cancer 
of  the  uterine  body  it  can  never  be  absolutely  determine<l  whether 
the  radical  uperatioti  will  be  attended  \vith  a  return  of  the  disease 
or  not.     It  aui  be  decided  only  that  the  performance  of  the  opera- 
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tion  is  feasible.  For  this  reason  tlie  prognosis  in  cancer  of  the 
body  is  perhaps  less  favorable  than  in  that  of  the  cervix.  Yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  cancer  of  the  body  of  the  womb  is  slower  in 
attacking  peri-uteiine  structures. 

Tlie  sole  tkkatment  for  cancer  of  the  womb,  wherever  situated, 
whether  in  the  neck  or  the  body  of  the  womb,  before  infiltration  of 
tiie  adjoining  tissues  has  taken  place,  consists  in  the  complete 
removal  of  that  organ  with  its  ovaries  and  tubes,  either  through  the 
vagina  or  by  the  abdominal  incision.  When  the  womb  is  not  much 
enlarged,  vaginal  hysterectomy  should  be  our  choice  on  account  of 
the  greater  simplicity  of  the  operation,  the  shorter  time  required 
for  its  performance,  the  greater  comfort  of  the  patients  during  their 
convalescence,  and  the  avoidance  of  an  unsightly  scar  and  of  the 
risk  of  subsequent  ventral  hernia,  which  frequently  follows  abdom- 
inal section.  The  womb  may  become  so  large,  however,  that  its 
removal  by  the  vagina  is  an  impossibility.  We  have  then,  of 
necessity,  to  remove  it  from  above  through  the  abdominal  incision 
or  through  the  sacrum. 

lu  uterine  cancer,  if  the  vagina  is  not  implicated,  if  the  disease 
has  not  travelled  along  into  the  broad  ligaments,  and  if  the  womb 
has  not  been  fixed  by  adhesions,  the  immediate  and  remote  succe^ 
attending  the  operation  of  the  complete  removal  is  an  extremely 
satisfactory  one.  The  averages  of  immediate  and  permanent  recov- 
ery compete  most  successfully  with  those  of  the  excision  of  the 
breast  for  cancer.  Thus,  out  of  474  cases  operated  upon  by  five 
principal  operators  in  Germany  and  collected  by  Winter,  40  died 
from  the  operation — a  mortality  of  8.4  per  cent.  Individual  opera- 
tors have  done  better  than  this :  Kaltenbach  having  lost  3.3  \y^x 
cent.;  Leopold  4  out  of  80  vaginal  hysterectomies;  and  Stande  1 
out  of  22.  On  the  other  hand,  of  778  ciises  of  excision  of  the 
breast  collected  by  Koester,  the  immediate  mortality  reached  15.0 
per  cent.  Exjierience  greatly  lessens  the  rate  of  mortality  in  the 
extirpation  of  the  womb.  Fur  instance:  P<^an  lost  7  out  of  his 
first  22  ca^es,  and  none  ©ut  of  his  next  16  cases. 

As  regards  permanent  success,  cancer  of  the  breast  is  discovered 
earlier,  and  is  therefore  operated  on  earlier,  while  cancer  of  the 
womb  is  rarely  discovered  until  it  has  so  far  advanced  as  to  have 
insidiously  ini(>lirated  contiguous  and  continuous  structures.  Even 
when  it  is  tli.scovered,  being  seated  in  an  unseen  organ,  its  dangers 
are  not  realized  and  operative  interference  is  liable  to  be  postpone<i. 
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Hence  one  would  infer  a  larger  measure  of  permanent  success  in 
extirpation  of  a  mammary  cancer.  Yet,  from  our  own  personal 
experience,  and  from  a  careful  statistical  inquiry  into  the  experience 
of  others,  we  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  removal  of  the 
wombjtxT  I'a^fJAiajM,  for  cancer,  far  surpasses  in  its  remote  or  j)erma- 
nent  success,  not  only  all  other  operations  for  cancer  of  the  womb, 
but  also  all  operations  for  cancer  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Nor 
need  we  wonder  at  this  success,  because  the  lip,  breast,  penis,  and 
rectum,  which  are  the  favorite  sites  for  cancer,  are  integral  parts 
and  parcels  of  the  body,  while  the  womb  is  to  the  body  only  an 
appendage,  which  is  merely  suspended  by  stays  and  guys,  and  these 
of  a  difierent  or  mongrel  tissue. 

We  all  know  how  liable  cancer  is  to  return  in  the  breast  even 
when  discovered  early  ami  the  whole  mammary  gland  has  been 
removed.  Cancer  of  the  lip  or  of  the  penis  Ijehaves  no  better, 
while  cancer  of  the  rectum  always  returns,  no  matter  how  early  or 
how  thorough  has  been  the  extirj>ation  of  that  gut.  On  the  other 
hand,  let  us  consider  the  statistics  of  those  gynecologists  who  have 
removed  the  womb  for  cancer.  At  the  end  of  five  years  Fritsch 
had  36  per  cent,  of  cures ;  Hoffineier  had  no  return  after  four  years 
in  33  per  cent,  of  his  cases ;  at  the  end  of  two  years  Schauta  of 
Prague  found  47.3  per  cent,  of  his  patients  free  from  the  disea.se  ; 
Olshaui^en,  after  the  same  length  of  time,  reports  10  out  of  40  w^ith- 
out  a  relapse.  The  careful  statistics  of  the  Dresden  Klinik  exhibit 
the  following  remarkable  results :  Of  80  patients  examined  over  two 
years  after  the  operation,  45  were  without  any  recurrence;  of  58 
patients  examined  after  three  years,  58.6  per  cent,  were  well ;  of  42 
patients  after  lour  years,  59.5  per  cent,  were  found  free  from  the 
disease ;  of  30  after  five  yeare,  60  per  cent ;  of  9  after  six  years, 
66.6  per  cent,  had  no  return  ;  whilst  two  women  who  had  survived 
the  operation  seven  years  were  jierfectly  well.  The  best  showing, 
however,  is  by  Leopold,  who  states  that  out  of  76  of  his  cases 
remaining  under  observation  after  recovery,  72  were  still  well,  with- 
out recurrence  of  the  disease,  from  one  to  five  and  a  half  years  after 
the  operation.  In  view  of  these  facts  we  are  warranted — indeed, 
we  are  compelled  by  duty — ^to  operate  whenever  we  can  do  so  safely 
in  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  womb,  and  that  by  the  complete  extirpa- 
tion of  the  whole  womb.  Every  other  operation  aiming  at  the 
removal  of  only  the  diseased  portion  of  tlie  womb  is  a  delusion  and 
a  sua  re. 


FlO,  t.— V«Kliml  HyMcrerlomy  with  namiM.    !^lni{liM;Unip  operation. 

fm,  2.— Vii^liiiit  ll>-»ten;vluiii)-  wltli  i.'liiiii|i<t.    MiiUlptc-claiiip  o|>vratlon  .  tint  (tep. 
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Whilst,  undoubtedly,  the  general  consent  of  gynecologists  haa 
fixed  upon  the  vagina  sis  the  best  ehiinnel  tlirougli  which  the  womb 
should  be  extirpated,  whether  for  cancer  or  for  incurable  prolapse, 
yet  the  same  unanimity  does  not  exist  with  regard  to  the  technique 
of  the  operation.  8ome  surgeons,  at  the  head  of  whom  stand  Pean 
and  llichelot,  secure  the  broad  ligaments,  either  in  section  by 
several  catch-foreep8  or  as  a  whole  by  a  single  damp  on  either  side. 
Many,  perhaps  the  majority  of  American  surgeons,  have  adopted 
this  nuxie  of  procedure,  and  there  is  hardly  one  who  has  not 
invented  some  form  of  chinip.  This  is  usually  a  more  rapid  mode 
of  0])erating,  and  the  clumps  are  kept  on  ouiy  from  thirty-six  to 
forty-eight  liours  ;  but  it  has  its  objections.  First,  the  ends  of  the 
clamps  or  the  beaks  of  some  of  the  forceps  placed  higher  up  must 
protrude  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  which  therefore 
cannot,  as  in  the  operation  by  ligature,  Ije  closed  aliove  them  so  as 
to  make  the  stumps  extraperitoneal.  Consequently,  from  the  break- 
ing down  of  the  tissues  in  the  bite  of  these  instruments  the  pelvic 
and  intestinal  peritoneum  i.s  liable  to  be  infected  by  putrilage. 
Especially  will  this  happen  when  the  bruised  stumps,  released  from 
the  weight  of  the  clamjj-forceps,  spring  back  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity.  Second,  the  large  open  channel  between  the  abdomen  and 
the  vagina  invites  contamination  of  the  contents  of  the  /iirnier. 
Another  objection  is  the  possibility  of  the  clamp  catching  one  of  the 
ureters  in  xXs  bite.  This  unfortunate  acciilent  has  rejjiealedly  hap- 
pened, and  it  is  always  a  fatal  one.  Again,  there  is,  after  the  use 
of  the  clamp,  a  liaVtility  of  intestinal  adhesion  to  the  margin  of  the 
wound,  causing  fatal  obstruction,  "^fhis  has  happened  so  frequently 
as  to  make  some  operator  return  to  the  use  of  the  ligature.  Fur- 
ther, the  obstruction  of  the  vagina  by  the  presence  of  such  bulky 
instruments  makes  the  removal  of  the  distant  tubes  and  ovaries  dif- 
ficult, if  not  in  some  oases  imjmssible.  Finally,  the  danger  of  fatal 
hemorrhage  from  the  slipping  off  of  the  force[)s  is  far  greater  than 
when  ligatures  are  used.  It  is  true  that  in  those  cases  in  which, 
by  inflammatory  exudatlcm,  the  broad  ligaments  have  become  so 
'shortened  and  so  rigid  as  U)  make  the  a]>plication  of  ligatures  very 
diflicult,  or  indeed  impossible,  clamjis  and  catch-forceps  may  be 
indiBj)enaable.  But  it  is  in  precisely  such  cases  that  the  openition 
of  extirpation  is,  in  our  opinion,  of  questionable  advantage.  For 
usually  such  a  condititm  of  the  broad  ligament  is  brought  about  by 
the  extension  of  the  malignant  disease,  and  not  by  a  mere  inflam- 
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matory  exudation  of  a  beuif^n  character.  Nor,  if  caused  merely  by 
inflummatiou,  are  the  immediate  results  so  good  as  when  the  womb 
is  freely  movable. 

The  objections  to  the  progressive  silk  ligatures  are  less  grave, 
and  they  are  as  follows :  When  applied  to  the  short  and  dense 
sturajw  of  the  broad  ligaments  they  are  liable  to  slip  off.  Then, 
again,  it  is  true  that  while  by  their  use  most  of  their  knots  and  the 
included  portions  of  the  broad  ligaments  can  be  made  extraperitoneal 
by  closing  the  roof  of  the  vagina  above  them,  some  of  the  knots  of 
the  upper  ligatures  will  usually  lie  in  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Coa- 
sequently,  siuce  one  of  each  of  the  free  extremities  of  the  silk 
ligatures  must  not  be  cut  off,  but  be  left  long  in  order  to  facilitate 
their  ultimate  removal,  there  will  be  a  liability  of  capillary  drain- 
age along  these  ligatures  from  the  unclean  vagina  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity.  This  invites  blood-poisoning,  or,  what  is  not  UDCommoa, 
local  abscesses,  because  the  knot,  which  may  hang  on  ibr  three,  four, 
or  even  six  weeks,  as  we  have  known  it  to  stay  on,  becomes  con- 
verted into  a  septic  foreign  body. 

Now,  catgut  ligatures  are  not  open  to  these  objections.  If 
applied  directly  from  the  alcoholic  solution  in  which  it  is  kept,  and 
unmoistened  by  water,  catgut  swells  up  immediately,  and  binds 
more  firmly  than  before  the  tissues  around  which  it  is  tied.  It  is 
therefore  less  liable  than  silk  to  slip  off.  We  have,  indeed,  never 
known  a  catgut  ligature  to  slip  off,  even  when  applied  to  the  short 
and  thick  broail  ligaments  of  a  fibroid  tumor  of  the  womb  and  to 
its  very  large  blood-vessels,  which  have  to  be  tied  during  the  ope- 
ration of  suprairubic  hysterectomy.  Then,  again,  in  vaginal  hys- 
terectomy the  catgut  ligature  has  this  very  great  advantage  over  the 
silk  ligature:  that  each  ligature,  high  or  low,  intra-  or  extra- 
peritoneal, can  be  cut  off  close  to  its  knots.  Hence  those  knots  left 
in  the  abdominal  cixvity  are  not  only  absorbable,  and  therefore  less 
likely  to  bec<3nie  foreign  bodies,  but  by  the  sewing  up  of  the  wound 
in  the  vaginal  roof,  also  by  catgut,  they  are  cut  off  from  the  vagina, 
and  therefore  from  vaginal  contiiminatiou.  Lastly,  all  the  ligatures 
will  ttike  care  of  themselves  by  absorption,  and  do  not  need,  weeks' 
after  the  operation,  repeated  vaginal  examinations  and  repeated  tugs 
before  they  can  be  dislodged. 

The  dangers  of  vaginal  hysterectomy,  however  performed,  are 
sepsis,  hemorrhage,  vesico- vaginal  fistula,  and  injury  to  the  ureters 
by  the  clamp  or  by  the  ligature.     Therefore  that  surgeon  who  care- 
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fully  avoids  these  dangers  will  iii  the  long  run  be  the  most  suc- 
cessful. 

The  technique  which  we  now  prefer  to  follow  is  a  blending  of 
what  seems  to  us  to  be  the  best  points  in  Martin's  and  Olshauseii's 
operation.  The  cervix  is  first  thoroughly  curetted,  and  afterward 
charred  by  Paqueliu's  ther mo-cautery.  The  funnel-shaped  excava- 
tion is  next  stuffed  with  iodoform  gauze,  and  its  lips  are  sewed 
clasely  together  by  a  continuous  suture.  Tliese  precinitions  are  takeu 
to  prevent  contamination  of  the  peritoneum  from  any  uterine  leak- 
age. The  vagina  now  gets  a  thorough  cleansing  with  a  soft-soap 
solution,  and  is  swabl>ed  out  with  a  1  :  1(XX)  bichloride-of-mercury 
solution.  The  woman  being  placed  in  the  lithotomy  position,  the 
parts  are  covered  with  a  sterilized  napkin  having  a  slit  correspond- 
ing to  the  vulvar  orifice.  Not  to  be  short-handed,  four  assistants 
are  needed  :  one  to  give  the  ether,  one  at  each  knee,  and  the  fourth 
to  be  seated  by  the  side  of  the  operator  in  order  to  render  him  close 
and  frequent  help.  The  vagina  being  expanded  by  a  short  duck- 
bill speculum  and  by  two  retractors,  the  cervix  is  seized  by  a  double 
tenaculum  forceps,  dragged  downward  and  upward,  and  Douglas's 
pouch  opened.  Aided  by  the  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  introduced 
within  tlie  opening,  a  running  suture  of  catgut  unites  the  peritoneal 
edge  of  the  incision  to  it.<<  vaginal  edge ;  in  other  words,  the  rectal 
edge  of  the  vaginal  incision  is  whipped  over.  This  is  a  very 
important  procedure,  both  bec4iuse  it  prevents  the  stripping  off  of 
the  peritoneum  during  the  subsequent  manipulations,  and  especially 
because  it  prevents  any  hemorrhage,  which  is  very  likely  to  take 
place  from  this  wound  several  hours  after  the  operation.  To  pro- 
tect the  peritoneal  c^ivity  and  to  keep  the  intestines  from  protruding, 
a  8}>onge  or  a  roll  of  iodoform  gauze,  to  which  a  strong  thread  is 
attached,  is  pushed  up  through  the  opening  in  Douglas's  pouch. 
To  distinguish  this  thread  from  the  numerous  other  ligatures  a 
small  piece  of  gauze  is  tied  to  its  free  extremity.  The  cervix  being 
now  dragged  backward  and  downward,  a  transverse  incision  is  made 
across  its  anterior  surface  above  the  os  uteri,  beginning  and  ending 
at  the  first  incision,  and  tlie  bladder  is  stripped  off  with  the  linger, 
with  the  knife-hantlle,  and  with  an  occa.sional  nick  of  the  scissors 
until  the  utcro-vesiad  fold  of  the  peritoneum  is  reached  and  opened. 
Here  also  is  the  vesical  edge  of  the  vaginal  incision  whipj)€d  over 
with  catgut,  80  that  now  the  whole  vaginal  wound  is  secured  against 
hemorrhage. 
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When  the  bladder  has  been  stripped  up  off  of  tlie  womb,  and 
not  before,  lest  the  ureters  should  be  included  in  the  ligatures,  the 
broiid  ligtirnents  are  tied  oflf  in  the  following  manner : 

By  means  of  two  aneurism  needles,  curved  to  the  right  and  to 
the  left,  sucL^e-ssive  portions  itf  the  bruad  ligament  on  each  side  are 
tied  with  gut  ligatured  and  cut  off  from  the  womb;  but  the  free 
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extremities  of  the  ligatures  are^  for  the  time  being,  left  uncut.  As 
the  womb  is  thus  gradually  freed,  it  descends  lower  and  lower,  until, 
all  its  attachments  being  severed,  it  is  extirpated.  Sometimes  this 
can  be  greatly  facilitated  either  by  retroverting  or  by  anteverting 
the  womb,  and  by  delivering  its  fundus  respectively  through  the 
posterior  or  the  anterior  vaginal  incision.  This  maneuvre  is  brought 
alx>ut  by  the  fingers  in  the  anterior  opening  pushing  the  fundus  back- 
ward, or  vice  versa.     The  fundus  is  then  seized  and  drawn  out  by  the 
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tenaculum  forceps,  or  it  is  hooked  out  by  the  ohl-fashioned  obstetric 
crotchet.  By  this  forward  or  this  backward  disphicement,  as  the 
case  may  be,  the  broad  ligaments  get  a  half  twist  upon  themselves, 
which  not  only  reduce!*  their  width  by  one-half,  tlius  lessening 
the  number  u^  ligatures  needed,  but  which  also  places  tlieir  upper 
and  more  distant  portions  within  easy  operative  reach.  Whenever 
possible,  the  ovaries  and  tubes  should  also  be  liguted  and  removed, 
U^cause  these  organs,  Ix'ing  the  next  ones  most  liable  to  be  attacked, 
may  already  contain  cancer-germs,  and  beciiuse  tlie  woman  should 
not  be  subjected  to  the  annoyance  of  the  now  needless  function  of 
menstruation. 

When  the  womb  has  been  extirpated  the  sponge  or  the  gauze 
tampon  is  removed,  the  free  extremities  of  all  the  ligatures  on  the 
left  broad  ligament  are  seized  with  the  left  hand,  and  the  stump  on 
that  side  is  drawn  below  the  level  of  the  opening  in  the  vaginal 
roof  To  keep  it  in  this  position  it  is  sewed  by  one  or  two  cat- 
gut sutures  to  the  corres[)onding  end  of  the  incision.  The  same 
thing  is  done  to  the  right  stump,  and  all  the  ligatures — if  of  cat- 
gut— are  cut  off  close  to  their  knots.  We  ought  to  have  said  that 
I)efore  this  is  done  the  ligatures — say  those  on  the  tube  and  ovary 
— lying  too  high  to  be  nnule  extraperitoneal  are  first  cut  off  close 
to  their  knots.  A  strip  of  iodoform  gauze  for  drainage  purposes  ia 
now  pushed  U|)  into  the  pelvic  cavity  through  a  small  opening  left 
in  the  vaginal  roof,  and  the  vagina  is  loosely  packed  with  iodoform 
gauze.  On  the  third  day  the  bowels  are  moved,  and  after  that  both 
strips  of  the  iodoform  gnuze— the  drainage  strip  and  the  vaginal 
tampon — are  removed.  No  kind  of  vaginal  douche  should  be  used 
for  a  week,  and  then  only  with  great  gentleness  for  fear  of  tearing 
open  the  newly-united  parts. 

There  are  some  excellent  surgeons  who  prefer  to  close  up  wholly 
the  vaginal  wound,  and  to  use  nu  kind  of  drainage  whatever.  In 
unquestioniibly  clfim  operations  this  plan  is,  in  our  opinion,  war- 
rantable. But  since  the  vagina  is  an  unclean  canal,  and  the  disease 
itself  is  septic  to  the  last  degree,  one  can  never  be  sure  that  one's 
o{)eration  has  been  free  from  infection.  Hence  in  the  long  run  it 
seems  to  us  that  drainage  would  be  safer,  and  we  have  very  gener- 
ally resorted  to  it. 

When  the  vulva  and  vagina  are  ample  and  the  womb  is  not  much 
enlarged,  this  operation  is  usually  an  easy  one.  But  when  opposite 
conditions  exist,  such  as  may  be  found  in  ag<ed  women,  and  espe- 
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cially  in  old  maids,  the  operation  is  a  very  diflScult  one.  It  mny 
then  demand  vulvo-vnginal  incisions  to  increase  the  working  roooa, 
or  it  luiiy  have  to  be  completed  by  a  final  resort  to  abdominal 
section. 

For  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  the  operation  nothing  what- 
ever should  be  given  to  the  patient  excepting  sips  of  hot  water  or  of 
hot  weak  tea  without  sugar  or  milk,  and  for  flatus  an  occasional  tea- 
spoonful  of  old  wliiskey  ;  but  even  these  should  be  given  sparingly. 
Alter  that  time  tublespoonful  doses  of  milk,  of  beef-tea,  or  of  bar- 
ley-water may  be  given  every  two  hours.  This  diet  may  then  be 
increased  after  the  bowels  have  been  moved.  If  during  the  first 
twenty-four  hours  nourishment  seems  indispensable,  or  if,  later  on, 
more  nourishment  than  that  given  by  the  mouth  is  needed,  resort 
should  be  made  to  eneinata  of  peptonized  milk  or  of  beef-tea  with 
whiskey.  The  convalescence  in  these  cases  is  usually  remarkably 
prompt,  80  much  so  as  always  to  surprise  one,  although  now  the 
author  luis  had  a  pretty  large  experience  with  them.  The  ^d)sence 
of  all  constitutional  disturbance,  the  freeilom  from  pain,  and  the 
ability  of  the  patient  to  turn  from  side  to  side  at  will  are  in  striking 
contrast  to  the  ordinary  features  of  an  abdominal  section. 

Sometimes,  as  has  been  intimated,  on  account  of  the  size  of  the 
diseased  womb  or  of  the  narrowness  of  the  vagina,  or  of  uterine 
adhesions  situated  so  high  that  they  cannot  be  reached  from  below, 
the  womb  may  have  to  be  removed  by  an  abdominal  section.  This 
operation  will  be  described  elsewhere,  and  its  details  are  therefore 
not  given  here.  Yet  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  remark  that  in 
such  cases  it  is  often  well  to  begin  the  operation  per  raginnm,  and 
to  end  it  by  cceliotomy.  Of  course  the  most  scrupulous  antiseptic 
precautions  must  be  taken,  because  the  risk  of  infecting  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  is  iinw  greatly  enhanced.  Trendelen berg's  position  is 
the  one  best  suited  for  this  abdominal  section,  as  it  permits  every 
step  of  the  ojieration  to  be  readily  seen. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  remove  the  uterns  through  other 
avenues  of  approach ;  thus  hysterectomy  has  been  performed 
through  a  Iriinsverse  incision  in  the  perineum,  the  recto-vaginal 
septum  being  divided.  Methods  have  been  devised  for  entering 
the  abdomen  through  incisions  to  the  right  or  to  the  left  of  the 
coccyx,  extending  from  the  sacro-coccygeal  articulation,  curving 
slightly  outward  to  a  point  two  or  three  centimetres  from  the  four- 
chette.     Through  either  of  these  incisions  the  operator  reaches  the 
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ischio-rectul  fossa.     A  part  of  the  gluteus  luaximus  is  resected,  the 
sacro-sciatic  ligaments  and  the  levator  aiii  muscles  are  cut  through, 
and  the  rectum  is  detached  from  the  vagina.     The  vaginal  cul-de- 
sacs  are  then  opened  and  the  hysterectomy  performed.     The  opera- 
tion by  the  sacral  method,  devised  by  Kraske,  is  of  all  these  methods 
the  best,  as  it  is  the  easiest  of  execution  ami  alfordsthe  largest  open- 
ing for  manipulation.     The  patient  is  placed  in  the  right  lateral 
decubitus,  and  after  preliminary  antiseptic  preparation  of  the  parts 
and   the  plugging  of  the   rectum  with  antiseptic  gauze,  a  curved 
incision  is  made  on  the  left  side  of  the  coccvx,  extending  from  its 
tip  to  the  middle  of  the  sucro-iliac  symphysis.     The  periosteum 
covering  the  coccyx  is  stripped  off  and  the  coccyx  extirpated.    The 
lower  portion  of  the  sacrum.  \\\y  to  the  lower  border  of  the  third 
sacral  foramen,  is  i-eraoved  by  cutting  forceps.     The  distended  rec- 
tum is  easily  recognized  and  displaced  laterally.     The  peritoneum 
in  Douglas's  pouch  is  now  picked  up  and  incised,  and  the  abdom- 
inal cavity  opened  for  the  hysterectomy,  which  is  performed  in  the 
same  manner  as  in  the  vaginal  operation.     Tlie  princi]>al  accident 
which  may  occur  in  the  performance  of  this  operation  is  the  wound- 
ing of  the  rectum  or  the  severing  of  one  of  the  ureters.     Should 
the  first  occur,  it  should  be  immediately  closed  by  a  running  suture 
with  tine  catgut.     A  ureter  if  severed,  provided  the  ends  cannot  be 
reunited  by  sutures,  should  be  turned  into  the  rectum  or  into  a  near 
pcoil  of  intestine,  while  the  end  attached  to  the  bladder  should  be 
ligated  and  closed.     It  would  probably  be  better  to  remove  the  cor- 
sponding  kidney  at  once,  as  the   subsequent   trouble  with  the 
)wel8,  induced  by  the  pressure  of  the  urine,  would  most  probably 
necessitate  this  step  at  a  more  or  less  remote  period.     On  account 
of  the  extensive  separation  of  the  ti-ssues  it  is  well  in  closing  the 
wound   to  provide  for  drainage.     This  method   provides  for   the 
removal  of  uteri  too  large  to  be  excised  through  the  vagina.     The 
operation   through  the  abdominal   incision   is,   however,   in  every 
respect  preferable. 

Cancer  of  the  Ovaey. 

Carcinoma  of  the  ovary  is  usually  secondary  to  a  carcinoma  of 
the  womb  or  of  some  other  organ.  Primary  ovarian  cancer  may 
occur,  however,  and  appears  to  have  no  relation  with  the  age  of  the 
individual.  It  has  been  observed  before  puberty.  Usually  both 
ovaries  are  involved. 
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Primary  ovarian  carcinoma  appears  in  two  forms — as  a  diffuse 
cancerous  infiltration  of  the  ovarian  stroma,  or  as  a  tumor  growing 
from  tlie  periphery  of  the  organ. 

In  the  first  form  the  ovary  is  usually  uniformly  converted  into  a 
Ciineerous  mass,  preserving  its  form,  although  it  may  reach  an  enor- 
mous size.  Ovarian  cancers  of  this  class  have  been  observed  as 
large  aa  a  man's  head.     Rarely,  several  cancerous  masses  may  form 
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Beotion  of  an  Ovary,  Bhowing  iu  aurloce  covered  with  pspiUomato. 

in  the  ovarian  tissue,  which,  growing  rapidly,  give  rise  to  an  irreg- 
ularly sliaped  tumor. 

In  the  second  form  of  ovarian  carcinoma  the  growth  forms  a 
caulifiower-shuped   mass   which   projects  from  the  surface  of  the 
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ovary.  It  consists  of  a  papillary  proliferation  rich  in  blood-vessels 
and  covered  with  cylinder  epithelium.  This  form  of  carcinoma  of 
the  ovary  leads  early  to  ascites  and  to  the  infection  of  the  perito- 


PLATE  XXL 
Fig.  3. 


Vagliial  llystcreotiiiuy  wllL  tlio  LiKutiirc:  Itilnl  j<tcp.     KiiiiiluikdniKgml  into  vagtiiu 
prior  to  pluclii)!  final  tlgHture. 


Fio.  4, 


Vagln«l  Hyiterectomr  wUh  the  Ligature :  itump*  drawn  Into  ibo  vaclna,  with 
lUCures  In  pUoe  ready  to  cloae  the  opculng  In  the  vagliial  vault. 


MAUONANT  DISEASES   OF  THE  FEMALE   GENITALIA.    395 

neum.  Small  papillary  growths  form  on  the  peritoneal  surface, 
soon  becoming  carcinomatous. 

Of  much  more  frequent  occurrence  is  the  cancerous  degeneration 
of  cystoniata  of  the  ovary.  These  ap[K'ar  either  as  the  epithelio- 
matous  form,  having  its  origin  in  the  papillary  proliferatiun  of  a 
cystoma,  rapidly  leadiiig  to  infection  of  the  peritoneum  and  to 
ascites,  or  as  a  pure  glandular  tyi)€  of  carcinoma  forming  in  the 
tissue  of  the  ovarian  cystoma. 

The  ovarian  carcinoma  soon  excites  profuse  ascites  and  chronic 
peritonitis  from  its  irritation  of  the  peritoneum.  It  s]>reads  ra[iidly 
by  circumscribed  nodular  formation  to  the  neighboring  organs,  and 
through  the  broad  ligament  to  the  pelvic  connective  tissue.    It  may 
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perforate  the  covering  tissues  of  the  ovary,  and  proliferate,  fungns- 
likc,  in  the  cnvity  of  the  pelvis.  Tiieepitheliomata  infect  the  peri- 
toneum much  earlier. 

The  primary  symptoms  do  not  differ  from  those  of  benign 
enlargements  of  the  ovary.  The  tumor  grows,  however,  more 
rapidly.  Symptoms  of  chronic  peritonitis  exist.  A  symptom  of 
much  diagnostic  importance  is  the  early  oedema  of  the  feet  and 
ankles  from  pressure  upon  the  great  vessels  of  the  pelvis.  The 
condition  of  the  patient  continues  to  grow  worse  until  death  occurs 
from  |v?ritonitis,  raanismus,  stricture  rd'  the  Ixiwel,  or  from  uremia. 

The  marked  distension  of  the  abiltunen  from  ascitic  fluid  usually 
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first  causes  the  patient  to  seek  advice.  Soft,  compressible  masses  in 
Douglas's  pouch  may  then  be  felt.  It  is  usually  necessary  to  draw 
oft"  the  ascitic  fluid  by  a  small  median  incision  or  by  tapping  in 
order  to  make  an  absolutely  certain  diagnosis.  The  relaxed  abdom- 
inal walls  then  permit  an  efisy  examination  of  the  pelvic  organs, 
and  the  irregularly-enlarged  ovary  or  cauliflower-growth  may  be 
clearly  detected  if  the  process  has  not  progressed  so  far  as  to  involve 
the  entire  pelvis  and  render  the  ovary  a  highly  probable  point  of 
origin. 

The  TREATMENT  instituted  depends  upon  whether  secondary 
involvement  of  the  peritoneum  has  taken  place.  If  this  has  not 
occurred,  ovariotomy  should  be  performed  at  once.  Frequently, 
after  opening  the  abdomen,  the  operator  will  find,  to  his  disappoint- 
ment, the  impossibility  of  complete  removal.  If  the  iniiltrate<l 
base  of  the  growth  is  to  be  felt  extending  into  the  pelvic  cellular 
tissue,  or  nodules  are  found  in  Douglas's  cul-de-sac,  the  operation 
should  be  abandoned,  its  attempts  at  removal  of  the  growth  would 
only  hasten  the  end. 

Sarcoma  of  the  Ovaey. 

Sarcoma  of  the  ovary  is  of  rare  occurrence.  It  is  usually  of  the 
spindle-cell  variety  and  affects  both  ovaries.     It  has  been  observed 
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in  girls  eight  years  of  age.  The  growth  develops  from  connective 
tissue  of  the  uvariau  stroma,  which  uormully  contains  sliort  spimJIe- 
tiha{>ed  cells.  Sarcomatous  tissue  is  frequently  found  in  dermoid 
cysta,  and  growths  resembling  sarcoma  microscopically  often  follow 
their  removal.  The  spindle-cell  ovarian  sarcoma  is  attended  with 
considerable  vascular  development,  which  gives  the  growth  a  cavern- 
ous appearance.  Tlie  Grajjfiun  follicles  may  become  dropsical,  and, 
increasing  rapidly  in  size,  produce  a  cystic  complication  of  the 
sarcoma. 

The  sarcomatous  tumor  preserves  the  shape  of  the  ovary,  and 
may  reach  a  considerable  size.  Tumors  of  this  kind  have  been 
reported  weighing  eighty  pounds. 

The  DiAoxosis  is  diilicult.  A  large  solid  ovarian  tumor  is  easily 
recognized.  ISuch  a  growth  is  probably  sarcomatous  if  of  rapid 
growth,  possessing  a  smooth  surfjice,  and  attended  with  ascites, 
especially  if  the  patient  be  young  and  both  ovaries  be  tumefied. 

The  TREATMENT  is  whollv  surgical.  Sarcomata  of  the  ovary  do 
not  rapidly  involve  the  neighboring  tissues,  nor  do  they  give  rise 
to  early  metastasis.  After  removal  they  are  not  so  prone  to  return 
as  the  carcinoraata.  Still,  one  is  not  sure  of  complete  cure  by  extir- 
pation even  in  the  most  favorably  appearing  cases.  The  author  has 
had  perfect  cures  from  the  removal  of  the  cyst;  then,  MgJiin,  he  has 
seen  the  di.sea.se  return  very  soon  ;  but  in  one  case  it  did  not  return 
for  five  years,  during  which  time  the  woman  enjoyed  good  health. 
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Fibroid  Polypi. 

Cervical — These  are  always  more  or  less  pedunculated,  generally 
with  slender  stems.  True  fibroid  polypi  arising  from  the  cervix 
are  not  common.  More  generally  is  it  the  case  that  cerviail  polypi 
are  of  glandular  origin. 

As  in  the  illustration,  the  gross  a{>pearances  of  the  growths 
where  they  contain  much  fibrous  tissue,  strongly  resemble  malig- 
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naiit  disease,  and  the  diagnosis  may  rest  entirely  on  the  microeoopic 
appearances. 

Cervical  polypi,  being  exposed  to  the  vaginal  fiUli,  usually  pro- 
duce a  nasty,  purulent  di.scharge.  profuse  and  ill-smelling.  There 
is  always  more  or  less  general  glandular  endocervicitis  with  thom, 
the  cervix  being  as  a  rule  widely  gaping  and  eroded.  They  do 
not  reach  a  large  size.  If  the  pedicle  he  long  and  tlie  mass  hang 
entirely  outside  the  cervix,  strangulation  may  occur  in  the  growth 
and  a  spontaneous  cure  ensue. 

Uterine. — These   are   merely  transitional    between  the  raucous 
polypi  already  described  and  submucous  fibroids.     They  are  de- 
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scribed  by  many  authors  as  the  result  of  the  uterine  contractions 
forcing  the  submucous  fibroids  into  a  pedunculated  form — an 
attempt  at  spontaneous  cure. 


The   uterus   being  in  a  condition 
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of  chronic  metritis  is  always  more  or  less  enlarged,  and  its  cavity 
is  distended.  Purulent  endometritis  is  a  common  accompaniment, 
and  general  glandular  liy]»ertrophy  is  usualh'  jiresent. 

Some  of  these  polyjii  have  short  stems,  but  their  pedicles  may 
be  so  long  as  to  Ciuuse  the  bulb  of  the  polypun  to  hang  from 
the  vulva.  Unlike  the  glandular  variety,  fibroid  polypi  are  usually 
single. 

Symitoms. — These  are  very  similar  to  those  occasioned  by  small, 
submucous  fibroids.  There  are  pronounced  uterine  cramps,  puru- 
lent discharge,  increased  menstruation,  hemorrhage,  backache,  and 
a  sense  of  weight  in  the  pelvis,  as  common  symptom.?.  The  dis- 
charge is  profuse  generally,  and  the  bleeding  is  marked.  There 
may  be  a  continuous  oozing  all  the  time,  or  the  bleeding  may  occur 
as  hemorrhages,  very  profu.-<e  and  alarming.  Fibroid  polypi  are  not 
easily  mistaken  for  other  growths  when  once  seen  and  felt. 

Treatment. — Fibroid  polypi  are  not  amenable  to  medical  treat- 
ment. Pedunculated  fibroid  polypi  from  the  cervix  nuiy  readily  be 
removed  by  tor>*ion.  SiiouM  the  ba.se  be  firm  or  broad,  it  may  be 
severed  with  the  scalpel  and  a  few  sutures  taken  to  correct  the 
hemorrhage  and  approximate  the  cut  surfaces. 

Small  jxilypi  from  the  body  of  the  uteru.s  may  also  be  removed 
by  torsion,  but  it  is  better  to  combine  with  this  curettage  and  gauze 
packing  if  the  general  endometrium  be,  as  it  Uf-ually  is,  much  hyper- 
trophied. 

Ijarge  polypi  are  occasionally  quite  formidable  affairs.  In  case 
the  finger  cannot  be  introduced  into  the  vagina  at  all,  owing  to  the 
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Bize  of  the  growth,  it  is  proper  to  cut  away  enough  tumor  to  enable 
tlie  passage  of  the  finger  and  stout  forceps.  The  pedicle  is  sought 
for  and  secured  by  forceps,  when  the  growth  is  to  be  cut  away.  The 
pedicle  may  be  twisted  or  sutured.  As  these  growths  are  uuclean, 
irrigation  and  gauze  dressings  are  indicated.  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  in  old  women  malignant  disease  is  apt  to  supervene 
upon  any  long-standing  inflammatory  condition  of  the  inside  of  the 
uterus.  Therefore  it  is  always  well  to  submit  the  curettings  and 
the  polypus  to  the  microscopist  for  examination. 

Uterine   Fibroids. 

Pathology.- — Uterine   fibroids   are   composed  of  an  increased 
growth  in  the  fibrous  and  muscular  structures  of  the  organ  ;  they 
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are  generally,  then,  fibro-myomata.  They  are  non-malignant 
tumors,  but  not  infrequently  is  mrdignant  disease  associated  with 
existing  fibroid.  They  may  occur  just  beneath  the  uterine  mucous 
membrane,  or  deeper  in  its  walls,  or  immediately  under  the  peri- 
toneum. They  are  then  known  as  submucous,  intei-stitial,  or 
subserous.  They  are  prone  to  occur  in  nests  or  groups,  and  the 
several  varieties  are  very  often  associated ;  precise  classification  in 
such  a  case  is  not  possible.  In  gross  appearances  these  tumors 
are  of  a  deep  red  color  or  psde.  They  are  firm,  and  under  the  knife 
cut  like  gristle  when  the  fibrous  tissue  predominates,  but  are  less 
firm  when  the  muscular  fibres  are  in  excess.  Upon  section  the 
striations  of  bundles  of  fibre  may  he  seen,  and  nests  of  fibrous 
tissue   bulge  from  the  cut  surfaces  as  nodules.     Their  walls  may 


404 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK   OF   OVNECOLOGV. 


become  infected  and  undergo  inflammation,  witli  the  production 
of  pus,  or  even  become  gangrenous.  Finally,  the  mucosa  of  tbe 
fibroid  uterus  may  become  epiiheliomatous,  or  the  connective  tissue 
may  be  infdtrated  with  sarcomatous  elements;  ami  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  find  cancer  of  the  cervix  coexisting  with  iibroiM  of  the  body. 
The  cell -proliferation  arises  from  the  adventilia  of  tiie  arteries,  and 
the  tendency  to  it  is  probably  congenital. 

Wyder  has  shown   that  there  is  nearly  always  an  endometritis 
of  a  glandular,  hypertrophic  character,  associated  with  fibroid. 
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The  F'allopian  tubes  are  the  seat  of  interstitial  change  also,  and 
may  contain  bloody  or  purulent  fluid,  and  the  ovaries  are  usually 
enlarged,  with  thickened  C4ipsules. 

Various  interstitial  changes  are  produced  in  the  important  vis- 
cera, chiefly  by  obstruction  to  the  vascular  circulation,  as  fatty 
liver  and  nephritis.  Large  tumors  are  also  associated  with  con- 
servative hypertrophy  of  the  left  heart.  There  are  two  forms  of 
heart  degeneration,  whicii  are  quite  common  in  advanced  cases,  and 
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known  as  brown   and  fatty  ilegencration.     Fibroids  occur  before 
middle  life  a.s  a  rule,  and  have  even  been  noticed  before  puberty. 

More  nr  Irss  peritonitis  is  to  be  found  in  eonnection  witb  the 
large  tumors,  binding  them  to  the  viscera.  The  omentum  espe- 
eiully  is  prone  to  become  attached  to  tbem,  thus  lending  to  the 
growths  a  new  and  increased  b]oo<l-supply.  Large  blister-like 
accumulations  of  serum  often   occur  just   under  the   peritoneum 
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adjacent  to  the  sides  of  the  large  tumoi's,  and  more  or  less  ascites 
accompanieii  them. 

Symptoms. — Some  fibroids,  even  of  considerable  size,  give  rise 
to  no  symptoms  at  all  for  some  timt-,  the  patient  merely  noticing  in- 
crease in  her  girth.  8ympt(Hns  an-  due  ffi  the  situation  rather  (ban 
to  the  size  of  the  tumor.  Subserous  tumors  give  ri.<e  to  pressure- 
symptoms  chieHy,  while  hemorrhage  is  the  most  marked  symptom 
of  the  submucous  and  interstitial  varieties.  But  one  subject  may 
present  all  the  various  forms. 

Pain. — This  is  very  nnirked  where  the  tumor  causes  a  general 
(listension  of  the  uterine  walls.  Like  all  uterine  pains,  it  is  pro- 
ductive of  hysteric^d  symptoms.  There  are  other  pains,  paroxysmal 
and  from  contraction  of  the  uterine  muscle,  due  to  the  irritating 
presence  of  the  tumor.     Local   pain   is  less  commonly   attendant 
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upon  the  subserous  variety.  The  greater  the  tension  in  the  uterine 
walls,  the  more  severe  is  the  pain.  Thus  it  frequently  happens  that 
there  ia  less  pain  where  the  growth  has  become  large  and  thus 
escaped  from  the  control  of  the  uterine  muscle. 

Tumors  of  size  growiug  from  any  part  of  the  uterus  cause  pain 
from  pressure  on  the  nerves  aud  adjacent  organs.  These  pains 
radiate  down  the  thighs  and  tlirough  the  bladder  and  bowels  from 
ol>strncted  function  in  those  viscera.  Pressure-pains  are  most 
marked  with  tumors  which  are  yet  in  the  true  pelvis.  When  the 
uterus  and  neophism  have  risen  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  tbey 
have  a  greater  range  of  mobility.  Meustruatiou  and  other  bleed- 
ings increase  the  pains  marketlly  in  some  cases. 

Hemorrhage. — The  menstruation  first  begins  to  be  increased  in 
amount.  After  a  wliile  the  flow  is  extended  in  time  for  a  few  days, 
and  an  observing  patient  will  appreciate  that  she  is  using  more  nap- 
kins at  each  successive  period.  Soon  intermenstrual  bleedings  occur, 
and  at  sucli  irregular  intervals  that  the  patient  will  lose  all  record 
of  menstruation.  She  will  be  free  from  hemorrhage  for  weeks,  and 
then  have  a  bleeding  which  will  bring  her  to  death's  door.  This 
hemorrhage  is  produced  from  the  hypertrophied  endometrium,  which 
often  is  in  a  condition  of  general  polypoid  degeneration,  but  there 
may  be  profuse  bleeding  with  a  membrane  which  is  atrophic. 
Vessels  which  in  the  normal  endometrium  are  mere  capillaries  Ije- 
corae  liere  thin-walled  arterioles.  These  bleedings  are  often  the  first 
symptoms  of  mural  and  submucous  fibroids,  even  of  those  of  small 
size.  Subserous  growtlis  may  attEiin  considerable  size  before  giving 
rise  to  marked  bleeding.  The  occurrence  of  the  menopause  has  a 
favorable  effect  upon  these  growths,  but  it  often  never  occurs,  and 
18  always  postponed  by  the  tumor.  Again,  most  tumors  begin  to 
produce  marked  symjitoms  at  a  time  when  the  menopause  should 
naturally  occur.  Moreover,  the  menopause  may  merely  check  the 
bleeding  for  a  time,  it  recurring  after  a  few  years. 

Alternating  with  the  hemorrhages  is  a  leucorrhea.  This  may  be 
a  simple  whitish  discharge,  or  sanious  or  juindent  according  to  the 
changes  in  the  endometrium.  It  is  frequently  cliylous,  profuse,  and 
particularly  exhausting  to  the  patient. 

Pressure-mpapioms. — Tumors  lying  in  the  true  pelvis  obstruct 
tlie  rectum,  thereby  producing  retention  of  feces  even  for  many 
days  at  a  time,  and  inducing  a  form  of  systemic  poi.soning  by  the 
re-absorption  of  excreta — "retention  toxicosis."     Also,  as  a  result 
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of  this  pressure,  hemorrhoids  are  of  common  occurrence.  The 
action  of  the  bladder  is  interfered  with  by  pressure  on  the  urethra, 
producing  thereby  puinful  and  difficult  urination,  with,  ultimately, 
cystitis  from  retention. 

The  presence  of  large  fibroids  so  obstructs  the  return  flow  of 
blood  from  the  legs  that  there  is  necessarily  a  compensating  enlarge- 
ment of  the  veins  of  the  abdomen.  The  ureters  may  l>e  so  obatructed 
as  to  produce  hydrone[)hrosis,  and  uhiinati-ly  interstitial  change  in 
these  glands,  witii  albuminuria.  Dropsy  of  the  legs  may  occur  from 
pressure  alone,  independently  of  kidney  change. 

General  Sy^nptoim. — As  a  result  of  tlie  repeated  hemorrhages 
these  patients  are  exsanguinated  to  a  considerable  degree.  In  some 
the  bleedings  are  sudden  and  fierce.  Tliese  sufter  from  attacks  of 
syncope.  In  others  there  is  a  continuous  dribble,  with  occasional 
floodings,  and  they  present  the  worst  appearance  of  all,  inasmuch 
i  as  there  is  no  interval  during  which  recuperation  may  occur. 
Many  of  them  are  in  very  good  flesh,  some  even  fat.  But  those 
who  have  large  tumors  are  emaciated  from  locking  up  of  the  emunc- 
tories  and  loss  of  appetite. 

In  large  tumors  producing  pressure  on  the  intestines  there  are 
the  symptoms  of  anorexia,  costiveness,  foul  breath,  heailache,  and 
sometimes  vomiting.  Even  in  cases  where  there  is  no  suppuration 
in  the  tumor,  there  may  be  rise  in  temperature ;  but,  as  a  rule, 
febrile  manifestations  are  indicative  of  degenerative  changes,  with 
production  of  septic  material  either  in  tumor  or  viscera. 

Death  from  fibroid  occurs  either  from  asthenia,  due  to  the  con- 
tinuous loss  of  blood  and  j)ressure,  or  some  complication,  and  even 
from  sudden  profuse  hemorrhage. 

Diagnosis. — A.  Sitbmuemis  Filyro-myorna. — ^The  hemorrhages 
are  especially  severe,  and  first  attract  the  patient's  attention.  Irreg- 
ular uterine  colic  is  also  frequent.  If  the  tumor  is  large  enough  to 
fill  the  pelvis,  all  the  symptoms  due  to  pressure  are  present. 

Kxamination  is  most  sjitisfuctory.  The  uterine  canal  is  increased 
in  depth.  Hectal  and  aMominal  palpation  show  the  organ  to  bo 
enlarged  in  all  its  diameters,  antl  reveal  its  shape.  Intra-uterine  pal- 
pation is  perfectly  safe,  and  may  be  performed  by  one  of  two  methods. 
That  of  Vulliet,  by  packing  tJie  uterine  cavity  each  day  with  suc- 
ceesively  increasing  pledgets  of  iodoform  gauze,  is  efficacious,  free 
from  danger,  but  painful  and  slow.  Failing  to  dilate  the  cervix 
sufficiently    for   intru-uterine    examination    by    VuUiet's   method,- 
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incision  of  the  cervix  and  turcible  tlilatation  are  to  be  employed. 
Dilatation  being  of  sufficient  extent,  the  finger  of  one  band  is  intro- 
duced into  the  uterus,  wliile  the  other  supports  the  fundus  above. 
The  submucous  fibroid  will  be  found  to  have  made  for  itself  a 
depression  on  that  wall  opposite  its  origin,  and  the  tumor  will  be 
felt  as  a  smooth,  rounded  body.  The  examiuation  finished,  the 
uterus  is  irrigated  aud  a  light  drain  of  gauze  introduced.     If  it  has 
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been  determined  to  remove  tlie  tumor  by  enucleation  at  a  subse- 
quent  day,  or  if  there  be  too  free  hemorrhage,  the  uterus  should  be 
tightly  packed  with  iodoform  gauze.  In  this  way  the  cervix  will 
be  kept  oi>cn  for  future  treatment.  These  submucous  myomata  are 
sessile,  and  never  fHHiniicuIated. 

B.  InierstUial  Fibro-mt/oma. — Fretjuently  a  small  turaor  is 
accompanied  l)y  a  general  fibroid  enhirgement  of  the  uterus,  giving 
rise  to  the  most  severe  .symptoms,  and  yet  the  nodule  projects  into 
neither  uterine  uor  pelvic  cavity.     The  diagnosis  here  is  difficult. 
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and  with  the  enlarged  uterus  the  symptoms  point  equally  to  car- 
ciTioma ;  therefore  a  cuiettage  for  diagnostic  purposes  is  proper,  as 
it  enables  the  microseope  to  differentiate  absolutely  between  the 
hypertroplne  endometritis  of  myoma  ami  the  eell-proliferation  of 
Cftncer,  The  .shades  of  difference  between  agtjravated  hypcrtruphic 
endometritis,  with  enlargement  of  the  niuscularis  as  a  sequence,  and 
general  hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  walls,  with  a  small  interstitial 
myoma  and  thickone<l  bleeding  endometrium  as  sequences,  are  very 
slight.  The  chief  puint  in  distinction  is  the  exact  amount  of  uterine 
enlargement.  Examination  under  narcosis,  aided  by  the  micro- 
scopical investigation  of  |jieces  removed  by  the  curette,  should 
determine  the  questioti.  At  least  it  will  enable  us  to  eliminate 
cancerous  and  tubal  disease. 

Where  the  interstitial  fdtroids  are  large,  increa.ied  depth  of  the 
uterine  cavity,  general  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  and  more  or  less 
irregularity  in  its  contour,  either  exterior  or  on  the  mucous  coat, 
will  sufiice  to  make  the  diagnosis  plain.  These  tumors  when  large 
produce  hemorrhage,  expulsion  pains,  and  hysterical  manifestations, 
in  addition  to  pressure-symptoms. 

C.  Subserous  Fibro-myoma. — These  tumors  are  usually  multi- 
nodular, and  present  a  great  diversity  in  arrangement.  They  nuiy 
be  sessile  or  pedunculated.  Tlie  sessile  tumors  must  be  considered 
according  to  whether  they  extend  between  the  layers  of  a  broad 
ligament,  into  the  bladder  or  into  the  pelvic  cavity. 

The  diagnosis  of  sessile  subserous  fibroids  projecting  free  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity  is  easy,  the  no<lul('  licing  readily  felt  u|H)n 
bimanual  examination  and  rectal  touch.  At  the  .same  time,  other 
conditions  are  easily  excluded. 

If  the  sessile  fibroid  grows  from  the  anterior  surface  of  the  ute- 
rus anfl  displaces  the  bladder,  the  uterus  is  usually  retroflexed. 
The  fiuiter  in  the  rectum  niav  be  made  to  feel  the  divisiiui  between 
the  uterus  and  tibroid.  or  the  hand  above  the  pubes  may.  But  not 
alwa3'8  is  this  sulcus  present,  ami  the  entire  history  and  surround- 
ings mu.st  be  critically  considered  in  order  that  an  accurate  diagnosis 
may  be  made. 

Intra-ligaraentous  fibroids  are  exceedingly  puz/iing.  They  simu- 
late ovarian  cysts,  broad  ligament  disease,  extra-uterine  pregnancy, 
and  tubal  cysts.  Those  which  project  into  the  broad  liguraent  from 
the  side  are  not  especially  diilicult  of  diagnosis.  They  are  more 
lirm  than  other  tumoi^s  in  this  locality,  and  the  deprei^sion  above  and 
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below  between  tumor  and  uterus  may  be  felt.  There  is  not  the  ten- 
derness which  accuui panics  tubtd  disease,  and  there  is  more  mobility. 
Ovarian  tumor,  for  many  reasons,  may  be  excluded.  Extra-uterine 
pregnancy  which  has  Iaste<I  a  tew  months,  especially  if  preceded  by 
menorrhagia,  is  not  eoj^ily  difierentiated  from  iibroid,  for  it  has  the 
same  tense  walls  of  fibroid.  Although  there  is  severe  pain,  yet 
it  is  not  as  lancinating  as  that  of  extra-uterine  gestation,  and  is  not 
followed  by  collapse,  as  is  the  latter.  The  pains  of  fibroid  tv:)me  on 
gradually,  whcieas  the  extra-uterine  pregnancy  first  attracts  atten- 
tion by  the  sudden  onset  of  the  stubbing  pain  from  the  first  attempt 
at  tubal  abortion.  There  is  great  difficulty  in  making  the  diagnosis 
sometimes,  so  similar  are  the  histories  of  the  two  conditions.  All 
fluid  accumulations  fluctuate,  and  are  thus  excluded. 

When  the  sessile  intra-ligamentous  tumor  grows  down  against  the 
floor  of  the  pelvis,  it  exercises  violent  and  painful  pressure  upon 
the  structures  passing  under  it.  The  uterus  is  lifted  up  and 
immovable.  The  tumor  is  not  only  sessile,  but  also  attached  to 
the  pelvic  floor.  Here  rectal  touch  is  especially  valuable.  The  cer- 
vix is  often  so  drawn  upon  for  tissue  as  to  be  a  mere  ending  to  the 
vagina  and  cul-de-sac.  So  firmly  attache<l  to  the  pelvis  are  these 
growths  that  they  seem  to  spring  from  the  pelvic  fiuscia,  Enchon- 
dromata  and  fibromata  of  the  pelvic  floor  have  none  of  the  general 
symptoms  which  intra-ligamentous  tumor's  produce,  and  may  tlius 
be  rejected. 

Dermoid  cysts  under  examination  may  suggest  fibroid,  but  the 
subjective  symptoms  of  the  two  conditions  will  suffice  to  differentiate. 

Pedunculated  suljserous  tumors  float  free  in  the  abdomen  with 
long  pedicles,  or  are  joined  to  the  uterus  by  a  shorter  and  more 
firm  bond. 

QLtlematous  tumors  simulate  ovarian  cy-sts,  but  the  fluctuating 
portions  of  the  fibroid  are  limited,  and  there  are  parts  of  the  tumor 
which  demonstrate  its  character.  The  diagnosis  is  often  utterly 
impossible.  Unless  the  pedicle  be  very  long  and  slender,  the  cer- 
vix grasped  with  the  volsella  and  drawn  down  communicates  at 
once  its  motion  to  the  tumor ;  with  dermoids  and  other  hard  cysts 
it  does  not.  The  area  of  displacement  of  fibroid  is  Ijelow  the  pelvic 
brim,  that  of  floating  ki<lney  above.  Splenic  tumors  arise  from  the 
splenic  area  and  may  be  traced  to  their  origin.  Cancerous  8nd 
tubercular  omental  disease  displaces  the  stomach  downward,  and 
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there  is  no  area  of  resonance   save   at  the   hypogastrium.      The 
growth  is  more  rapid  than  in  flbroids,  and  hemorrhage  is  wanting. 

Many  large  fibroid  and  fibro-cystic  tumors  never  give  rise  to 
hemorrhages,  and  the  first  and  sole  syinptom  may  be  the  presence 
of  the  tumor.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  libro-cystic  tumors, 
they  causing,  compared  with  the  true  tibro -myoma,  but  little  bleed- 
ing. They  have  taken  some  time  to  grow,  and  coils  of  intestine 
are  commonly  in  front  of  them,  giving  a  tympanitic  percussion-note. 
Almost  invariably  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  is  increased  in  depth, 
and  rectid  touch  at  least  will  demonstrate  the  attachment  of  the 
tumor  to  the  uterus. 

Treatment. — Sometimes  tumors  are  accidentally  discovered, 
produce  no  symptoms,  and  never  give  rise  to  conditions  requiring 
treatment.     They  remain  innocent  during  all  the  woman's  life. 

The  treatment  may  be  ilivided  into  non-operative  and  opera- 
tive. In  the  former  class  we  shall  mention  but  two  methods  of 
treating  these  growths — by  the  use  of  ergot  and  by  electricity. 

Ergot  Treatment.— Hh^  ergot  is  used  both  hypoderuiically  and  by 
the  mouth,  and  is  employed  in  every  form  of  the  tumor — in  sub- 
serous fibroid  for  the  purpose  of  causing  shrinking,  iind  in  inter- 
stilial  and  submucous  growths  not  only  to  cause  diminution  in 
size,  but  also,  possibly,  to  cause  expulnion  of  the  growth  per  vias 
naturales. 

Squibbs's  aqueous  extract  (ergotin),  dissolved  1  part  to  10  of 
water,  and  1  grain  of  salicylic  acid  added  to  each  half-ounce  of 
solution,  tlie  whole  sterilized,  may  be  employed  with  a  hypodermic 
syringe  kept  for  tliat  purpose.  The  syringe  also  should  W  care- 
fully sterilized  before  each  application. 

Beginning  with  1  grain  a  day,  the  dosage  may  be  gradually 
increased,  the  uterine  pain  governing  largely  the  amount  uned.  The 
same  preparation  may  be  used  in  pill  form  associated  with  nux 
vomica  or  strychnia.  Where  the  tumor  is  submucous  and  inter- 
stitial large  doses  of  ergot  proiluce  sudden  and  severe  uterine  colic; 
not  so  much  impression  is  made,  however,  upon  jiedunculated 
fibroids.  The  depressing  action  of  ergot  upon  the  heiu*t  ehotdd 
not  be  forgotten,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  wise  to  use  strychnia  at 
the  same  time.  It  is  better  to  use  a  moderate  dose  continuously 
with  weekly  increases  than  to  give  enormous  doses  and  intermit. 
Thus,  if  a  patient  receives  internally  3  grains  of  ergotiu  a  day  and 


412 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT- BOOK   OF  GYNECOLOGY. 


1  grain  hypodermically  oiu'  day  in  the  week,  she  shouhl  take 
enough  to  cause  marked  effect  upon  the  uterine  muscle. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  effect  of  the  drug.  The  most 
careful  oUservers  are  unanimous  in  testifying  that  it  not  only  relieves 
synijitoms,  hut  in  all  cases  reduces  the  tumor,  iiud  a  number  of  cases 
are  reported  of  the  voiiling  of  tumoi's  undei'  its  use,  There  is  but 
little  danger  in  its  use,  and  we  have  been  able  to  find  onlv  two 
cases  which  died  wliile  undergoing  tliis  treatment.  Hydrastis  cana- 
densis is  also  highly  .spoken  of  a.s  u  substitute  for  ergot,  in  dose^s  of 
20  miuiiiis  of  the  fluid  extract,  three  times  a  day. 

Ergot  has  no  effect  upon  the  fluitl  content.s  of  fibro-cysts. 

ElectricUy. — Tlie  electrical  treatment  of  fibroids  is  so  technical, 
and  requires  such  an  assortment  of  instruments  and  batteriej*,  that 
informatioii  on  the  manner  of  using  it  will  be  left  to  special  works 
on  the  subject.  Different  authors  give  different  instructions  as  to 
the  strengtli  of  the  current:  they  range  fi'om  15  millianip^res  to 
250,  or  even  more.  The  pain  produced  by  the  strong  currents  is 
excessive.  As  to  the  results  of  the  procedure,  the  latest  figures  are 
given  i>y  Vineberg,  gathered  from  the  works  of  Keith,  Engelmann, 
Gautier,  and  others  who  are  particularly  skilled  in  the  method. 
There  were  372  cases:  9  cured,  5  died.  This  is  2.4  +  per  cent. 
cured  and  1.3  -f  per  cent,  died — too  high  a  ratio  of  mortality  aud 
too  low  a  ratio  of  cure-s.  The  percentage  of  cures  about  represents 
the  possible  percentage  of  errors  in  diagnosis.  There  is  another 
certain  percentage  not  mentioned  here,  but  which  is,  under  careful 
investigation,  growing.  We  refer  to  malignant  disease  associated 
with  fibro-myoma.  Electricity  is  admittedly  not  applicable  to  any 
form  of  cystic  fibroma. 

Altogether,  the  method  must  be  considered  purely  experimental. 
Tlie  above  results  are  certaiuly  not  flattering.  Surely  l)etter  results 
have  been  obtained  from  the  use  of  ergot,  and  infinitely  better  from 
the  removal  of  the  uterine  ajipendages,  with  about  the  same  rate  of 
mortality.  In  all  cases  where  the  physician  feels  he  would  not  care 
to  attack  these  growths  radically,  in  view  of  the  poor  results  at  the 
hand.s  of  those  who  are  masters  of  the  method,  we  would  certainly 
recommend  the  use  of  ergot  or  hydrastis  to  the  exclusion  of  elec- 
tricity, supplemented  also  by  curettage  in  cases  with  severe  hemor- 
rhage, the  results  on  both  the  tumor  and  general  economy  being 
excellent. 

The  treatment   of   fibroids  by  galvano-puncture  is   no   longer 
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practised  to  any  extent,  and  is  to  lie  condemnc<l  in  an  luieoniprumis- 
ing  manner. 

Surgical  Treatment. —  J'fU/inal  Eimcleai'ton. — This  operation  is 
applicable  to  tumors  which  may  pass  the  pelvic  outlet  or  those  not 
larf^er  than  the  fetal  lieiitl.  The  method  is  limited  to  growths  which 
are  strictly  submucous  or  cuvered  by  only  u  small  quantity  of  mus- 
cular tissue.  Tiie  cervix  is  to  l>e  dilated  bv  dailv  packina:  with 
gauze,  and  at  the  time  of  operation  its  calibre  may  bf  still  more 
increastnl  by  incisions  ;iud  forcible  dilatation.  The  ojK'ration  is 
preferably  done  in  the  dorsul  position.  The  patient  should  be  pre- 
pared as  for  a  hysterectomy.  If  there  be  not  room  enough,  the 
uterine  artery  may  easily  be  ligated  (see  Vaginal  Hysterectomy),  and 
the  cervix  split  to  the  viiginnl  junction,  The  tumor  being  located,  its 
capsule  is  seized  with  a  bullft  forceps  and  split  with  a  scalpel  from 
alxjve  downward.  A  blunt-jMtinted  curved  scissors  is  then  n.sed 
to  loosen  the  capsule  from  the  circumference  of  the  tumor.  The 
excess  of  cajisule  is  then  cut  off  with  scis.sors.     The  tumor  is  now 


Fig.  287. 
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Kemoval  of  Klbronw  by  MonMltetton. 


seized  with  the  forceps,  and  attempt^i  made  to  dig  it  out  of  its  l)ed 
with  tJie  blunt  scissors,  the  point  being  turned  toward  the  tumor. 
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In  this  way,  alternately  snipping  connecting  fibres  and  using  either 
the  closed  scissoi's  or  an  enueleator,  but  all  the  tinie  apjjlyiug  firna 
traction  on  the  tumor,  it  may  be  loosened  from  its  bed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  fibres.  It  is  then  seized  with  a  pair  of  strong  forceps 
or  hysterectomy  volsella  and  twisted  off.  If  the  mas.?  will  not  pass 
the  cervix,  it  may  be  split.     AH  loose  shreds  of  tissue  and  capsule 
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Suh[>crltoiicul  N'ldijUr  Kibroltl  Tumor  of  the  I'tenis. 

should  be  cut  away,  the  finger  introduced  to  see  how  much  damage 
has  been  done,  and  the  uterus  washed  out  and  packed  with  iodoform 
gauze.  The  hemorrhage  is  best  controlled  by  the  packing.  The 
great  danger  from  this  operation  has  heretofore  been  sepsis,  a  thing 
we  can  now  avoid.      Even  perforation  of  the  uterus  is  not  espe- 
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ciall}'  dangerous.  Many  tumors  now  remove*!  by  hysterectomy  are 
amenable  to  this  ]>rocc(iure.  The  after-treritment  consists  of  the 
administration,  hypodermically,  of  ergotin,  frequent  irrigation,  and 
gauze  packing  invariably  instead  of  draitiage  tubing,  Most  tumors 
formerly  subjected  to  this  operation  aie  now  preferably  extirpated 
from   above. 

Applicable  to  tumors  of  the  submucous  and  interstitial  variety, 
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Mcthcxl  (A  Keinuval  uf  a  SulMeroat  Uterine  Fibroid,  stitclu-!!  in  place  ready  Tor  tyiiu: 

morcellation  will  never  occui)y  a  place  iu  surgery.  It  essentially 
involves  incomplete  perineal  removal  of  the  growths  by  forceps, 
Bcissoi's,  and  knife,  after  severe  preliminary  incisions  in  cervix 
and  uterus. 

Small  interstitial  fibroids  may  be  removed  by  total  vaginal  hys- 
terectomy, the  operation  being  similar  to  that  for  cancer.  The 
operation  is  indicated  when  the  mass  is  very  small,  gives  great  pain, 
produces  profuse  bleeding,  or  is  septic.  CtBliotomy  is,  however, 
preferable. 
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MyoHicctomy. — It  will  occasionally  liappen  that  the  fibroid  is 
attached  to  the  uterus  by  a  pedicle  so  siuall  as  to  warrant  removal 
of  the  tumor  from  above  with  the  saving  of  the  uterus.  The  pedicle 
is  subjected  loaV-shapt'd  incision  and  the  tumor  removed.  Sutures 
of  heavy  silkworm-gut  or  silk  are  then  used  to  accurately  unite  the 
sides  of  the  pedicle.  If  there  is  complete  coutrul  uf  the  bleeding 
without  the  appearance  of  strangulation  by  the  sutures,  the  uterus 
is  returned  and  the  abdomen  closed.  Large  pedunculated  fibroids 
with  stout  pedicles  must  be  treated  differently.  An  elastic  ligature 
or  ccraseur  is  thrown  around  the  pedicle  a  little  di.a.tance  from  the 
uterus,  and  the  tumor  cut  away.  The  pedicle  is  then  brought  uji 
into  the  wound,  transfixed  with  stout  jjedicle  needles,  and  the  wound 
accurately  closed  around  the  stump,  thus  treating  the  stump  exti-a- 
peritoueally.     (See  Hysterectomy.) 

A.  Martin  has  cotniected  his  name  with  the  operation  of  enucle- 
ation of  interstitial  fibroids  by  the  abilomen.  He  removes  the 
tumor  in  a  bloodless  way  by  using  a  temporary  elastic  ligature,  and 
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A,  Enucleation  of  an  Interstitial  Myoma ;  B,  Dlspoiltlon  of  BatUKl  aA«r  EaadeaUun. 


depends  upon  his  sutures  to  permanently  control  bleeding.  He 
reports  16  cases — the  uterine  cavity  openeel  in  10,  and  6  deaths. 
It  does  not  appear  that  anything  is  gained  by  this  operation,  and 
the  mortality  is  high. 

Supravaginal  Hysierectomy.  —  Extra-pentoneal  Method.  —  This 
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necessitates  the  treutnient  of  tlie  stump  extra-peritoncally.  Tlie 
abdomen  is  opened  and  the  uterus  and  tumor  are  turned  out  through 
the  iDcisioD.  If  necessary  to  acconiplisih  this,  the  broad  ligaments 
are  ligated  between  two  ligatures  and  a  rubber  ligature  drawn  taut, 
or  an  <^cra.scur  is  ajiplieil  around  the  neck  of  the  uterupi.  In  fastening 
the  rubber  ligature  one  knot  is  tied,  and  a  stout  silk  (bi'aided)  thread 
is  thrown  over  it;  thtn  the  second  knot  in  the  rubber  ligature  is 
tied,  and  the  silk  thread  tied  over  this  second  knot.  The  same  may 
1)6  accomplished  by  grasping  the  knot  in  the  bite  of  a  pair  of 
hemostatic  forceps.     Thus  slipping  is  prevented.     If  the  ^craseur 
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Knot  of  Bubber  Ligature  cecuri-d  from  .Slipping  by  AppUcAtlon  of  Bilk  LlK*ture. 

is  used,  it  is  carefully  tightened.  The  peritoneum  two  or  tliree 
inches  above  tlie  constricting  wire  is  incised  completely  around  the 
tumor,  tlie  broad  ligament.^  being  by  this  means  allowed  to  retract. 


-  - .--.  %_  1.  ^3^ . 


Berre-iHBud  for  Hystervctoinr. 


The  tumor  is  then  drawn  further  up  out  of  the  incision,  thus  form- 
ing a  smaller  and  better  pedicle.  Transfixion  pins  are  made  to  per- 
forate the  pedicle  immediately  al)ove  the  wire,  and  the  tumor  is  cut 
away  about  an  inch  above  the  pins.     The  stump  is  held  high  in  the 
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lower  angle  of  the  wouiul,  ami  inspection  made  of  the  constricting 
wire  to  see  that  it  does  not  iiiciude  the  biuikler  or  ureters  iu  its 
grasp.  It*  in  proper  ijosition,  it  may  be  allowed  to  remain  perma- 
nently, but  if  not  satisfactory,  it  is  loosened  and  applied  at  a  higher 
level;  the  tninslixiuti  pins  are  shifted  to  a  higher  point  at  the  same 
time.  Should  the  stump  be  too  large,  it  must  be  reduced  to  a  size 
not  greater  thati  an  inch  or  two  in  diameter  by  cutting  the  muscular 
and  fibrous  portions  away  piecemeal,  the  wire  being  carefully  tight- 
ened during  the  procedure.  The  peritoneum  is  then  closed  by 
stitching  it  to  the  serous  surface  of  the  pedicle  below  the  wire,  by 
means  of  a  single  silk  or  catgut  suture.  The  peritoneum  of  the 
pedicle  is  closed  by  drawing  it  up  over  the  stump  by  means  of  a  con- 
tinuous whipped  silk  suture.  Throughout  the  whole  [)roce(lure  the 
ecraseur  is  continually  tightened  by  turning  the  screw.  Unless  this 
precaution  be  observed  the  tissue  of  the  stump  shrinks  under  the 
pressure  of  the  wire,  and  bleeding  would  soon  occur.  If  the  rubber 
ligature  be  used,  this  precaution  need  not  be  observed.  The  abdom- 
inal walls  are  closed  in  the  usual  way  by  interrupted  silkworra-gut 
sutures,  passing  through  all  the  tissues  but  the  serosa.  After  the 
stump  and  surroundings  have  been  thoroughly  dried  an  iodoform 
gauze  dressing  is  apjtiied.  Pads  of  gauze  are  slipped  between  the 
transfi.xion  pin.s  and  the  skin,  and  arc  also  packed  carefully  about 
and  over  the  stump,  iodoform  having  been  freely  <lusted  over  and 
rubbed  into  the  Ktumjx  The  whole  is  covered  with  a  thick  gauze 
pad  and  held  in  place  by  a  three-tailed  abdominal  binder. 

This  operation  can  be  performed  very  rapidly,  and  is  applicable 
to  all  tumors  with  the  exception  of  those  which  burrow  between 
the  broad  ligament  tulds,  and  septic  tumors,  where  the  sepsis  involves 
the  neck  or  pedicle.  The  pedicle  dries  up  and  gradually  tnelts  oflT 
int«  the  dressings  or  comes  away  as  a  solid  mummified  mas.s.  The 
first  dressing  is  made  on  the  eighth  day,  when  (he  stitches  are 
removed,  the  ecraseur  having  been  kept  tight  b\'  turning  the  key 
several  times  daily.  The  stump  is  ready  to  come  oft'  iu  from  two 
to  three  weeks.  If  it  does  not  come  away  itself  in  that  time,  it  is 
best  to  remove  the  wire  and  pins  and  cut  it  away. 

The  stuna|i  sinks  dee])Iy  into  the  pelvis,  leaving  a  tul.H!  of  granu- 
lating tissue,  which  is  packed  with  gauze  and  which  gradually  closes. 
The  question  of  drainage  must  be  settled  by  the  necessities  of  each 
individual  case.     As  a  rule,  it  is  unnecessary. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  break  in  the  parietes  at  the  position  of  the 
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pedicle,  which  may  subsequently  form  a  hernia;  so,  as  in  all  abdom- 
inal opcratitiii!?,  tliese  patients  should  wear  an  abdominal  pad  and 
should  be  kept  in  bed  not  less  than  six  weeks  or  two  mouths  after 
the  operation.  Occasionally,  also,  a  fistulous  opening  may  remain 
from  the  cervical  canal  to  the  incision,  through  which  air  may  piiss 
up  and  down  on  exertion  ;  thi?*  is,  however,  ul"  rare  occurrence,  the 
greater  danger  being  that  of  hernia. 

Intra- abdominal  Method. — The  patient  isplaced  in  Trend  elen  berg's 
position,  the  abdomen  opened,  and  the  tumor  delivered  if  possible. 
If  tiiis  cannot  be  accomplished,  the  first  steps  of  the  operation  are 
wirried  out  with  the  tumor  in  situ.  A  single  ligature  is  passed 
through  the  broad  ligament  near  the  pelvic  wall  and  tied,  not  being 
passed  deep  enough  to  include  the  uterine  arteries.  Another  lig- 
ature is  made  to  transfix  the  broad  ligament  near  the  uterus,  and 


Uclatlnn  of  tho  rn-ri'W  <«nil  Purine  Arteries  in  Ihe  Orvlx  :   ',  uIitiii:   Vt.  iinii-r.  Al .  nlrrlim  nrlenr: 

f,  rrrvtx  inerl.  Mmr<?i>i' Ini-Ul'iii  "f  iIk' i um  m|  ific 

blatldcr  ■(  iIk- I  >'(■  iif  till?  iirfUT>  tlir»iik  I  <f  itbroii* 

tlsiiur  Hfcsei-ti  !iy  Willi  tViK  iiii-niE.    Wr  jiari  not 

noveretl  br  pertumvuiu  wlui-.li  aUliervd  to  ibe  bladdnr  twluru  Ul».-cciluu. 

tied.  The  tissue  between  these  two  ligatures  is  cut  through,  and 
the  same  [»rocedure  is  repeated  on  the  opposite  side.  In  this  ma- 
ncuvre  the  uterus  is  freed  from  its  attachments  to  the  pelvic  wall. 
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and  the  two  ends  of  the  ovuriiin  vessels  are  safely  included  in  the 
ligatures.  The  knife  is  now  run  lightly  around  the  tumor  an  inch 
or  two  above  the  peritonejil  reflexion  of  the  bladder  in  front  and 
a  little  lower  behind,  and  the  peritoneum  stripped  down,  thus  form- 
ing two  flaps.  The  uterine  arteries  are  next  ligated  as  they  pass 
between  the  eervix  ami  the  ureter,  the  ligature  being  passed  close 
to  tlie  eervix,  in  order  to  avoid  any  possibility  of  including  the 
ureter  in  its  grasp.  The  ligature  may  be  passed  between  the  flaps 
of  peritoneum  thus  formed  or  outside  of  them.  Cue  is  placed 
on  each  uterine  artery  and  is  securely  fastened.  This  is  the  most 
important  step  in  the  operation.  The  tumor  is  now  amputated  at 
a  level  with  the  ligatures  on  the  uterine  arteries  by  a  V-shaped 
incision,  the  point  of  the  V  being  carried  well  below  the  point  of 
ligation.  The  cervical  canal  is  charred  witli  a  Paqiielin  cautery,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  chance  of  septic  infection  from  that  source 
during  the  subsequent  manijiulations.  The  cervical  flaps  thus 
formed  are  now  brought  together  with  a  continuous  suture,  which, 
after  closing  the  cervix,  is  Ciirried  along,  whipping  the  cut  edges 
of  peritoneum  together  from  one  side  of  the  pelvis  to  the  other. 
By  this  procedure  the  cervix,  the  two  ligatures  on  the  uterine 
arteries,  and  at  times  even  the  ligatures  on  the  ovarian  arteries,  are 
turned  under  the  peritoneum,  thus  becoming  extraperitoneal.  The 
abdomen  is  closed  without  drainage. 

There  are  three  elements  in  this  operation  worthy  of  note:  its 
bloodlessness  without  elastic  temporary  ligation,  absence  of  raw 
surfaces  from  dissecting  off  the  bladder,  and  avoidance  of  ligatures 
about  the  cervix,  which  tissue  is  free  from  the  possibility  of  slough- 
ing. It  has  all  the  advantages,  then,  and  none  of  the  drawbacks, 
which  attach  to  all  other  methods  of  treating  the  pedicle  intra- 
abdominally.     We  believe  ii  to  be  tbe  ideal  oj)eration  of  its  kind. 

When  considering  the  intraperitoneal  operation,  and  in  view  of 
the  ease  with  which  the  vagina  may  be  rendered  sterile,  the  ques- 
tion naturally  suggests  itself,  "  Why  not  go  a  little  farther  and 
remove  the  cervix  too?" 

Total  Abdominal  Hyslercrionty  for  Fibroid. — The  patient  is  to 
be  ]>repared  as  for  both  a  vaginal  hysterectomy  atid  coeliotomy. 
Here,  again,  as  many  times  before,  t^tress  is  hiid  upon  the  import- 
ance of  thoroughly  cleansing  the  vagina  and  the  diflBculty  in  doing 
80  by  the  usual  methods.  Trendelenberg's  posture  occupies  to  this 
operation  what  Sims's  does  to  vesico-vaginal  fistula;  it  renders  the 


Fki.  S,— Aapr»-v«c1n«1  AmpiiUtlon  of  the  t'tcroa:  oorvtcal  canal  bcinf  clo«a4  by  nuturv*  wlilrli  iifv  l>urloi1 
bjr  •o»«c«iucnt  «imifi'». 

Km.  4.— n^upra-vaKliiAl  AmpulatlDii  nf  the  t^t«n»:  pprlloiM^al  c<lce«  of  Ui«  (tump  In  procew  of  lielng 
whipped  togvUier,  Uie  luwer  Mump  twlng  burloU  under  tb«  prrlioneuin. 
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According  to  the  size  of  the  tumor  must  be  the  length  of  the 
incision.  It  is  better  to  first  mitke  an  incision  equal  to  the  appar- 
ent size  of  the  tumor,  than  to  be  compelled  to  interrupt  the  regu- 
lar routine  of  the  o]>eratiori  in  order  to  enlarge  au  incision  which 
at  tirst  wiis  too  small. 

The  abdomen  is  opened  and  the  relations  of  the  tumor  accu- 
rately determined.  A  large  flat  sponge  or  a  thick  broad  pad  of 
sterilized  gauze  is  emj)loyeil  to  keep  the  intestines  away  from  the 
pelvic  cavity  and  to  catch  any  blood  or  discharges.  This  sponge 
or  pad  fills  in  the  pelvic  brim  very  much  like  a  diaphragm,  and 
not  only  catches  fluid,  but  also  protects  the  intestines  from  bruising 
and  manipulation.  The  tumor  \s,  then  eventruted,  if  this  can  be 
done  without  risk  of  tearing  any  of  its  attachments.  The  next  step 
is  to  tie  off  the  ovaries  and  tubes,  thus  securing  the  ovarian  arteries. 
This  is  done  by  applying  a  double  ligature  through  the  broad  ligament, 
near  the  uterus  and  below  the  tube,  as  in  .salpingo-oophorectomy. 
The  two  branches  of  these  double  ligatures  are  not  to  be  crosseil. 
The  distal  ligature  on  the  broad  ligament  is  first  tied  a  little  exte- 
rior  to  the  ovary,  and  is  cut  short.  The  proximal  ligature,  crossing 
over  the  tube  between  the  ovary  and  tumor,  is  next  tied  and  cut 
short.  Thus  the  tube  and  ovary  remain  attached  to  tlie  tumor, 
and  the  tissue  of  broad  ligament  between  these  two  ligatures  is  cut. 
The  preferable  ligature  material  is  large  braided  silk  carefully  ster- 
ilized, as  it  will  stand  great  strain  and  does  not  attenuate  in  tying. 
These  first  ligatures  having  been  applied  on  l>oth  sides,  it  will  be 
found  that  tlie  tumor  can  be  lifted  still  further  out  of  the  pelvis. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  amputate  part  of  the  tumor,  and  still  less  so 
to  remove  it  in  fragments  by  raorcellation.  Such  proceeding  but 
takes  time  and  soils  the  field  of  operation.  Two  other  double  liga- 
tures are  next  applied,  when  necessary,  from  the  overgrowth  of  the 
broad  ligament — one  set  on  each  side,  to  secure  the  remaining  part 
of  the  broad  ligament  down  to  the  cervix  at  a  level  with  the  internal 
08.  The  object  of  these  ligatures  is  to  include  the  excess  of  broad 
ligament  without  going  too  near  the  uterine  arteries,  which  may 
easily  be  felt  pulsating.  When  the  tumor  is  small,  and  the  broad 
ligaments  not  very  deep,  these  middle  ligatures  may  be  dispensed 
with.  They  are  applied  as  are  the  first,  and  the  tissues  between 
them  are  cut.  We  now  have  four  double  ligatures  applied,  two  sets 
on  each  side,  and  the  tissues  severed  between  them  down  to  the  point 
of  control  of  the  lowest,  at  about  the  internal  os.     The  uterus  now 
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remains  attached  to  the  body  only  by  the  bladder  and  jiarn  met  rial 
tissues.  A  semii'irciihir  incision  is  carried  from  side  to  side  across 
the  anterior  face  of  the  utern.s,  abont  half  an  inch  above  the  vesico- 
uterine plica,  extendintr  through  the  serosa  only.  This  membranous 
H.ij>  is  dissected  down  vvitli  blunt  scissoi's  and  the  tinker  until  the 
bladder  is  separated  from  the  uterus  and  the  vagina  entered,  care 
being  taken  to  keep  close  to  the  uterine  wall,  lest  the  bladder  be 
wounded.  A  guide  in  the  vagina,  as  an  a.ssi.stant's  finger,  may  be  of 
service  to  the  beginner  in  determining  the  position  of  the  atiterior 
vaginal  fornix.  Moderate  tilling  uf  the  bladder  with  urine  or  steril- 
ized water  is  of  great  advantage  in  rendering  more  aj)j>arent  the 
relation  of  the  bhulder  to  the  uterus,  a.s  this  cannot  .so  readily  be 
distinguished  when  the  walls  of  the  bladder  are  collapsed.  The 
0]jerat<u'.s  left  index  linger  is  now  inserted  into  the  sj)iice  between 
the  bladder  and  the  uterus,  and  the  vaginal  rent  is  carried  around 
the  cervix  a  little  way.  But  the  surgeon  must  feel  sure  of  his 
anatomy  in  doing  so,  lest  he  go  too  far  and  ctit  the  uterine  artery. 
Douglas's  pouch  is  now  opened,  the  finger  in  the  vaginal  rent  acting 
as  a  guide  to  the  posterior  fornix,  and  at  the  same  time  an  assistant 
tilts  the  uterus  over  the  symphysis.  The  finger  in  the  vagina  and 
the  tliumb  above,  or  vice  versa,  the  operator  grasps  between  these 
two  fingers  a  stout  band  of  tissue  in  which  the  uterine  artery  may 
be  felt  pulsating.  The  Ueschanip's  needle  is  now  passed,  double- 
threaded  of  course,  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  cervix. 
Tiie  fingers  so  guide  the  direction  of  the  needle  that  it  does  not 
enter  the  vagina,  but  is  made  to  include  all  that  ina.<s  of  tissue 
between  the  last  ligature  applied  above  and  down  the  vaginal 
mucous  membrane,  and  between  the  anterior  and  posterior  open- 
ings into  the  vagina.  This  ligature  should  comprise  the  uterine 
artery  and  its  branches.  The  distal  part  of  the  ligature  is  now  tied, 
and  is  left  long.  The  other  part  is  j)ulled  close  to  the  cervix  and 
tied  also,  to  control  anastomotic  bleeding  from  the  tumor.  The  tis- 
sues between  these  two  ligatures  are  cut,  care  being  taken  to  leave 

^an  abundance  of  tissue  to  secure  the  distal  ligature  against  slipping. 

^Should  there  not  be  room  enough  to  tie  the  tissue  with  the  double 
ligature,  a  single  ligature  may  be  passed  to  tie  the  distal  part  of  (he 

Ijnuss  while  the  tumor  side  is  grasped  in  forceps.  The  same  maneu- 
Tre  is  gone  through  with  on  the  other  side,  and  the  mass  is  removed. 
But  a  single  ligature  applied  to  the  distal  end  of  the  mass  contain- 
ing the  uterine  artery  will  now  suffice,  for  there  is  no  longer  fear 
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of  anastomotic  bleeding.  If  the  uterine  artery  with  its  branches 
has  been  well  secured  by  the  last  tier  of  ligatures,  there  cau  be  no 
bleeding,  except  from  smiill  vesical  branches  anteriorly  and  from  a 
branch  of  the  middle  hemorrhoidal  in  the  posterior  incision.  These 
vessels  are  grasped  and  tied  with  fine  silk  or  catgut.  Usually  two 
ligatures  only  are  left  long — namely,  those  on  the  uterine  arteries. 
These  are  inverted  into  the  vagina  with  the  stumps  which  they 
include,  and  the  pelvis  is  wiped  free  from  blood  and  other  dis- 
charges. The  vjigina  is  now  snugly  packed  from  above  with  iodo- 
form gauze  to  a  point  above  the  lowest  stump.  In  this  way  the 
raw  surface-s  of  the  large  stumps  are  kept  apart  and  away  from  the 
intestines.  Instead  of  the  gauze  packing,  the  edges  of  the  vaginal 
mucous  membrane  may  be  whipped  together  by  a  continuous  catgut 
suture,  and  over  this  the  edges  of  the  peritoneum  shoukl  be  simi- 
larly united,  bringing  down  the  stumps  with  the  cervix,  below  the 
peritoneum.  By  this  procedure  subsequent  attention  to  the  wound 
is  dispensed  with.  The  abdominal  wound  is  closed  and  dressed  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  an  antiseptic  pad  put  over  the  vulva.  For 
a  day  or  so  the  urine  is  drawn  by  a  catheter.  The  bowels  are 
moved  in  twenty-four  hours  by  the  use  of  salines  in  small  doses 
frequently  repeated.  These  may  be  supplemented  by  enemat^i. 
If  gauze  packing  be  used,  the  first  dressing  is  made  in  a  week — 
sooner  if  the  tetnperature  rises — and  the  change  is  made  under 
irrigation  by  Thiersch's  solution  and  the  most  careful  asepsis.  The 
vaginal  opening  above  will  be  found  closed  by  healthy  granulat- 
ing lymph.  The  second  vaginal  dressing  is  made  a  week  later, 
when  with  gentle  traction  the  ligatures  on  the  lower  stumps  will 
usually  come  away.  Iodoform  gauze  ilressiugs  are  inserted  gently, 
80  as  not  to  disturb  the  granulations.  If  perfect  asepsis  is  observed 
through  both  operation  and  treatments,  the  patients  should  be  up  in 
three  weeks. 

Inasmuch  as  the  vagina  is  entered  in  these  cases,  it  must  be 
rendered  absolutely  aseptic  before  the  operation  is  begun.  As  many 
of  the  large  tumors  are  subjected  to  various  modes  of  intra-uterine 
treatment,  including  electricity,  it  is  common  to  find  them  associated 
with  purulent  endometritis.  It  is  useless  to  cleanse  the  vagina 
in  such  a  case  and  leave  the  pas- focus ;  disaster  could  but  follow. 
Therefore  it  is  advisable  to  curette  the  uterus  some  days  before  the 
coeliotomy  is  to  be  ]>erformed.  removing  the  first  dressing  the  day  of 
the  operation  when  the  vagina  is  cleansed,  or  the  uterus  may  be 
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tightly  packed  with  iodoform  gauze  the  day  of  tlie  o[>erutioii.  If 
a  curettage  is  done,  the  uterus  should  be  washed  out  whcu  the 
dressing  is  removed. 

Intralioamextous  (Dumb-bell)  Fibroids. 

Fibroids  ditwecting  into  the  bruad  ligament,  posteriorly  beneath 
the  |>eritoneaI  folds  of  Douglas's  cul-de-sac,  anteriorly  iuto  the 
bladder,  or  hiterally  toward  the  pelvic  walls,  are  the  most  forinid- 
able  growths  the  surgeon  uieeLs.  They  are  not  amenable  to  the 
tiinly  benetils  to  be  derived  from  medicinal  treatment  or  tlie  opera- 
tion nf  :^alpingo-ou|)liurectuniy.  There  being  no  jiossibility  of  a 
j>edicle,  they  eauuot  be  removed  by  supravaginal  amputation. 

Fio.  296. 


> 


V-. 


V^- 


,\ 


Intntliimmentou*  nbroma :  A.  abdoinlnal  variety ;  B,  p«1tIc  variety. 

They  can  be  removed  by  but  two  procedures :  either  by  total 
extirpation  or  by  the  intra-abdominal   method. 

The  operation  is  begun  as  for  the  typical  extirpation.  The  liga- 
tures on  the  ovariea  and  tubes  are  applied  as  in  the  operation  just 
desicribefl.  Should  the  tumor  project  between  the  folds  of  the  broad 
ligament  on  one  side  only,  or  otherwise  go  grow  as  to  leave  one  side 
of  the  pelvis  free  from  the  tumor,  the  operation  is  completed  on 
the  unaffected  side  first ;  that  is,  after  the  first  ligature  on  the  ovary 
and  tube  has  l)een  applied,  the  midille  ligatures  are  passed  and  tied, 
and  then  those  around  the  uterine  artery  as  in  the  typicsd  operation. 
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If  the  total  extirpation  be  chosen,  the  vagina  is  now  entered,  prefer- 
ably by  first  dissecting  away  the  bhulder,  or,  if  that  be  too  difficult, 
the  vagina  may  first  be  opened  through  Doughis's  cul-de-sac,  an 
assistant's  finger  in  the  jiosterior  fornix  acting  us  a  guide.  Tliia 
procedure  enacted,  the  muss  is  rendered  niucii  more  movable  and 
more  easily  in  command  of  the  operator.  The  relations  of  the 
intraligamentous  tumor  having  been  accurately  determined,  the 
capsule  over  the  growth  is  split  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  wound- 
ing any  important  structure,  and,  if  possible,  avoiding  the  large 
venous  sinuses  wliich  always  cover  these  growths,  the  cut  in  the 
capsule  being  so  made  as  to  afford  two  large  flaps,  if  possible, 
of  equal  size.  The  tumor  is  now  dug  from  between  the  layers  of 
the  broad  ligament,  or  from  umler  tlie  post-uterine  ])eritoneuni,  or 
away  from  oLhcr  attachment.s  which  it  may  have,  cnre  being  taken 
to  keep  close  to  the  tumor  in  doing  this.  If  the  tumor  grows  pos- 
teriorly, there  is  gresit  danger  of  wounding  tlie  bowel ;  if  it  grows 
to  one  side  or  into  the  broad  ligament,  tlie  pelvic  floor  on  that 
side  will  be  stripped,  and  the  ureter  or  important  vessels  may  be 
wounded ;  vkhen  bulging  in  front  into  the  bladder  space,  that  viscua 
is  in  danger  of  injury. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  tlie  appearance  of  the  vessels  sur- 
rounding these  tumors  :  they  are  huge  sinuses.  The  capsule  having 
been  carefully  dissected  away  from  the  tumor,  and  with  as  little 
bleeding  as  possible,  we  apjiroach  a  point  at  which  the  uterine 
artery  enters  the  growth.  After  the  capsule  is  incised  all  efforts 
at  enucleation  should  be  made  with  blunt  instruments  or  pref- 
erably with  the  fingers.  This  enucleation  is  done  in  a  direction 
from  without  inward  toward  the  uterus. 

The  assistant  lifts  the  tumor  as  high  as  possible,  putting  the 
remaining  bund  of  tiasue  on  the  stretch.  The  operator,  with  one 
finger  in  the  vaginal  rent  to  the  side  of  the  cervix  near  the  tumor, 
pusses  a  sharp  Doschamp's  needle,  double-threaded,  through  the 
centre  of  the  remaining  attachments  of  the  uterus  from  above  down- 
ward. Entering  the  vagina,  the  loop  of  the  ligature  is  caught  with 
the  finger  in  the  vagina  and  the  needle  Avithdrawn.  The  loop  is 
then  cut,  forming  two  separate  ligatures,  one  of  which  is  brought 
anteriorly,  and  the  other  ]>osteriorly  to  the  side  of  the  cervix. 
They  are  both  tied,  without  being  crossed,  and  left  long.  Both 
are  distal  ligatures,  and  include  within  their  grasp  all  the  remain- 
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ing  tissues  which  contiiiii  blood-ve«.sels.  The  tissues  are  now  cut 
between  these  ligatures  antl  the  tuuior  and  cervix  removed. 

If  there  be  no  part  of  the  latersil  jielvic  wall  free  from  tumor, 
the  ovaries  and  tubes  of  both  sides  are  fin-it  tied  off;  then  the 
capsule  over  the  smaller  lateral  nodule  is  incised,  and  enucleation 
made  up  to  the  point  of  roaeinng  the  uterine  artery.  Douglas's 
cul-de-sac  is  opened,  or  the  vagina  entered  from  the  bhulder  side, 
if  that  be  possible,  and  the  double-threaded  Deschamp's  needle 
passed  as  in  the  last  step  of  the  previous  operation.  The  two 
ligatures  are  tied  as  distal  ligatures,  and  the  tissue  close  to  the  cer- 
vix grasped  with  foreejjs ;  the  tissue  between  the  ligature  and  for- 
ceps is  then  cut,  great  care  being  taken  to  leave  an  abundance  of 
tissue  in  the  grasp  of  the  ligatures  to  prevent  their  slipping.  The 
forcejB  are  for  the  purpose  of  eontrolliifg  anastomotic  bleeding. 

The  rest  of  the  operation  is  completed  as  when  one  side  of  the 
pelvis  18  un invaded.  The  excess  of  peritoneal  flaps  is  cut  away, 
and  their  edges  approximated  accurately  by  sutures  of  running  cat- 
gut. The  ligatures  in  all  the.se  operations  for  intraligamentous 
libroids  are  inverted  into  the  vagina  with  the  stumps  they  included, 
and  the  vagina  is  packed  with  iodoform  gauze  as  in  the  typical 
0|)eration ;  the  packing  extending,  however,  to  the  top  of  the 
cavities  left  from  eiuicleation,  thus  securing  perfect  drainage  of  all 
raw  surfaces.  The  caution  is  necessary  in  incising  the  capsule  that 
a  displaced  ureter  be  not  cut,  as  this  tube  sometimes  lies  on  top  of 
the  ca|isule.  The  great  rule  in  the  enucleation  is  to  keep  close  to 
the  tumor  and  avoid  any  injury  to  the  cajvsule  near  its  base  or  outer 
extremity.  AH  these  tuinurn  growing  between  or  under  the  peri- 
toneal j)lanes  must  be  operated  upon  with  the  object  solely  of  con- 
trolling hemorrhage  before  cutting  is  done.  The  same  small  vessels 
are  met  with  here  in  the  anterior  and  ix)Sterior  flaps  as  in  the 
typical  operation.  Cleansing  of  the  pelvis  and  other  procedures 
are  as  in  the  typical  operation. 

The  statement  has  been  made  that  this  operation  of  total  extirpa- 
tion weakens  the  j>elvic  floor  and  contributes  to  hernia  through  the 
vagina.  This  is  purely  theoretical.  Such  an  accitlent  is  not  known 
to  follow  total  vaginal  hysterectomy  of  the  cancerous  uterus,  ami  it 
hari  not  been  observed  as  a  result  of  extirpation  of  the  fibroid  organ 
by  coeliotoray.     Shortening  of  the  vagina,  however,  takes  place. 

If  the  intra-abdominal  method  be  chosen  for  the  removal  of 
these  tumors,  the  steps  are  the  same  as  above  until  the  {>elvic  flo(5r 
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is  reached,  and  then  the  subsequent  steps  are  made  according  to  the 
descrij>tioa  under  the  Intra-abdominal  Method, 

Complications  met  during  the  Operation. — Adhesions  may  be 
entirely  absent  with  the  largest  tiimoi-g,  and,  conversely,  small 
tumors  may  jiresent  the  most  tirni  adhesions  to  important  structures. 
They  may  attach  the  growth  to  any  of  the  pelvic  and  abdominal 
contents,  and  are  invariably  of  inflammatory  origin.  The  adhe- 
sions are  of  two  kinds,  occurring  as  longer  or  shorter  bands  or  as  a 
close  union  between  broadly  adjacent  surf;ices.  Baiuls  are  sparsely 
supplied   with    blood,  but   unions  by  broad  attachment  are  very 

FiQ.  297. 
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vascular.  It  occasionally  happens  that  the  fibroid  will  derive  its 
main  blood-supply  from  an  adventitious  adhesion.  This  is  espe- 
cially the  case  wliere  subserous  fibroids  are  attached  to  the 
omentum. 

Band-like  adht\sions  not  very  vascular  may  be  torn  with  the 
fingers  or  by  scis-soi-s.  Those  which  are  vascular  must  be  cut 
between  two  ligatures.  Separation  of  the  adhesions  when  broad 
must  be  made  at  tlie  expense  of  the  tumor,  and  not  of  the  ti-ssue  to 
which  it  grows.  This  is  pre-emitiently  the  riilf  when  the  tumor  is 
closely  adherent  to  the  gut. 

Adhesions  are  most  general  and  firm  when  there  have  been 
former  attacks  of  peritonitis.  And  it  is  the  very  general  opinion 
among  surgeons  that  electricity,  whether  applied  intra-uterine  or 
by  galvano-puncture.  even  though  there  be  produced  thereby  no 
apparently  distinct  attack  of  peritonitis,  yet  tends  to  cause  the  most 
firm  and  embarrassing  adhesions  between  the  tumor,  pariete?,  and 
viscera.  Usually,  however,  the  electrical  current  in  strengths 
advocated  for  the  relief  of  hemorrhage  or  the  reduction  of  a  fibroid 


VM.  4.— Tola)  .VMrimtiial  Ilyiilrrvetomf :  vaclnal  vault  In  Tirrx-cM  of  clanirp,  with  Inwet  utintfll 
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will  produce  distinct  perit^nitic  iutlanimation.  It  is  alwnys  a  matter 
of  regret  to  the  surgeuu  that  a  ease  to  be  subjected  to  tl)e  radical 
operation  has  previously  beeu  in  the  hands  of  the  electrician,  for 
he  knows  from  experience  that  it  is  just  such  wliich  j)reseut  the 
greatest  complicntions. 

Tubal  and  Ovarian  Disease — Very  comniouly,  hypertrophic  puI- 
pingitis  and  chronic  oophoritis  are  associated  with  fibroid  tumors. 
But  inHanimutory  lesions  of  tubes  and  ovaries  are  generally  due  to 
a  septic  or  specific  endonietrius.  As  frequently  firoduciug  such 
changes  in  the  eiulometrium  are  the  various  nieiuis  applied  for  the 
relief  of  heinoiThage  and  attempts  at  reduction  of  the  tumor,  ►?ueh 
are  filthy  curettements,  injections  of  astringents,  and  electricity.  In 
other  words,  here  more  than  in  the  uterus  not  the  seat  of  neoplasm 
do  we  find  improftcr  intra-uterine  manipulations  one  of  the  causes 
of  coniplie^itions  in  the  adnexa  or  peritoneum,  Milder  degrees  of 
tubal  inflammation  may  result  in  occlusion  only,  thus  jiroducing 
hydrosalpinx. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  fibroid  may  exist  coineidently  with 
ovarian  cystoma.  Pus-inbes  or  ovaries  should,  if  pussibie,  be 
removed  before  the  extiipution  be  begun.  But  oises  do  occur  where 
the  extirpation  must  first  be  made,  the  pus-focus  being  tied  ofT  from 
the  tumor  and  enucleated  as  a  last  step. 

In  such  cases  the  gauze  packing  must  extend  to  the  denuded  sur- 
face produced  by  the  removal  of  the  pus-focus. 

Genek.\l  Considebations. — The  treatment  to  be  selected  for  each 
ease  must  not  be  determined  by  the  character  of  the  tumor  alone. 
Other  considerations  are  to  Ix-  entertained  before  arriving  at  the  final 
conclusion.  A  patient  who  is  in  easy  circumstances,  who  can 
afford  idleness,  and  can  secure  comforts  may  well  spare  t\  few  months 
of  her  life  devoted  solely  to  the  effort  of  getting  well  by  palliative 
and  mild  methods.  The  |K)or  woman,  a  bunlen  to  her  friends  and 
unable  even  to  secure  necessary  pliysicid  rest,  will  demand  a  meas- 
ure which  is  radical.  The  general  physical  condition  of  a  patient 
will  iietermine  the  character  of  the  operation  more  than  any  other  one 
thing.  An  exsanguinated  woman  who  is  in  good  flesh  will  stand  a 
long  operation  very  well,  hut  it  is  different  with  those  who  have  hirge 
tumors  or  other  tumors  producing  pressure  symptoms.  Apart  from 
the  possibility  of  liver  and  kidney  complications,  these  latter  women 
Ruffer  from  a  form  of  heart  degeneration  which  renders  prolonged 
narcosis  dangerous ;  this  is  especially  so,  if  there  be  kidney  disease. 
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Therefore  it  may  be  that  many  of  the  radical  procedures  would 
waste  valuable  time,  and  the  most  rapid  metiiod  must  be  employed, 
even  though  it  be  inconi])lete.  In  any  case  where  radical  operation 
is  indicated  total  extirpation  can  be  as  rapidly  and  safely  performed 
as  that  particular  procedure  whicli  seems  especially  ajiplicable.  In 
skilful  hands  it  doe.s  not  take  longer  to  extirpate  the  entire  uterus 
than  to  properly  attend  to  the  stump  by  the  various  other  methods. 
Tumors  characterized  by  profuse  hemorrhage  should  be  removed 
by  total  extirpation.  Total  extirf)ation  is  applicable  to  every  variety 
of  tumor.  Some  of  the  other  methods  have  limitations,  and  there, 
are  certain  tumors  not  amenable  to  each  operation. 

Suprapubic  amputation  is  not  to  be  applied  to  virgins  who  have 
very  shojt  vaginse,  to  fibroids  which  dissect  into  the  broad  liga- 
ments, to  those  which  burrow  into  the  floor  of  the  pelvis,  and  to 
those  which  already  are  septic.  Hegar'.s  or  Tait's  operation  of 
removal  of  the  adnexa  to  induce  artiticial  menopause  and  cut  off 
part  of  the  blood-supply  has  produced  results  which  command  our 
most  careful  attention.  That  it  will  check  the  growth  of  some 
tumors,  and  ot"ten  cause  them  ultimately  to  disa]»pear,  is  undoubted. 
But  it  is  not  immediate  in  its  effect  on  the  size  of  the  growth,  though 
the  hemorrhages  may  cease  at  once.  Therefore  tho.se  tumors  which 
have  dangerous  or  very  painful  pressure  effects  demand  a  more 
radical  procedure.  It  is  hard  to  say  just  when  the  operation  should 
be  jijiplied  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  For  tumors  which  respond 
most  readily  to  this  treatment  also  give  the  best  results  from  a  radical 
operation.  Certain  interstitial  and  subserous  tumors  require  the 
greatest  skill  in  their  removal.  In  certain  rare  cases  of  iniralig- 
araentous  growths,  and  in  patients  who  will  not  bear  a  radical  ope- 
ration, we  \yould  suggest  the  salpingo-oiiphorectomy.  Tumors  of 
the  soft,  cedematous,  fibro-cystic  variety  are  but  little,  if  at  all,  inflii- 
ence<l  by  this  operation.  It  is,  then,  limiteil  to  cases  of  hard  niyo- 
fibromata,  and  cliielly  to  those  in  women  under  thirty-five — th«'  very 
cases  giving  the  b&st  results  from  total  extirpation.  It  must 
undoubtedly  be  considered  an  incomplete  operation  with  a  limited 
application.  For  the  natural  menopause  does  not  often  come  on  in 
the  presence  of  fibroid.  In  fact,  the  latter  continues  the  bleedings 
indefinitely.  Tying  of!'  the  ovaries  and  tubes,  then,  very  often 
utterly  fails  in  stopping  the  bleedings,  for  the  operation  merely 
removes  the  least  factor  in  the  causation  of  the  hemorrhage,  tlie 
adoexa.     It  does  limit  the  bleeding  somewhat  in  all  cases  by  cut- 
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But  the  perverted  and  patlmlogica!  tunction  has  usually  gone  too 

fur  to  be  controlled  by  such  uiild  means. 

In  his  bust  wtirk  Tait  quotes  LiO'2  cases  with  4  deaths — 1.5  per 
cent,  mortality,  aljout  tliat  incident  to  the  electrical!  treatment,  with 
vastly  less  suffering,  iiiueh  better  results,  and  less  injury  to  the 
woman  in  case  the  operation  fails  ami  a  radictd  one  becomes  neces- 
aary.     But  these  figures  are  tor  uneoniplieated  cases  of  fibroniyoma. 

We  would,  then,  suniinai'ize  tlie  treatment  of  fibroids  about  as 
follows:  Small  snbniunHis  tilinnids  which  can  readily  be  removed 
per  vag'mam  should  be  subjected  to  ttiat  method.  All  others  demand 
lilflerent  proctidures. 

The  patient's  general  condition  aiid  the  character  of  tlie  tumor 
woubl  determine  whether  or  not  t(»  operate.  Those  cases  in  which 
the  decision  is  against  operation  should  he  treated  by  ergot. 

An  operation  deemed  advisable,  in  all  cases  the  total  extirpation 
is  indicated  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  operation.  uidcs.s  there 
be  .some  special  indication  against  it.  There  are  no  sj>ecial  objec- 
tions to  substituting  the  intra-abdominal  method,  it  being  in  all 
(raential  respects  a  total  extirpation,  provided  there  is  absolutely 
no  possibility  of  cancer  in  the  tissues  of  the  cervix  left  by  the 
operation. 

The  intra-abdominal  methods  of  Zweifel  and  Schroeder  are  no 
longer  necessary.  The  great  leap  has  been  from  the  extraperito- 
neal operation  to  the  complete  extirpation.  And  at  the  same  time 
we  leave  a  partial  operation  with  a  tetlious  convalescence,  adhesions 
about  the  stumj),  and  possibly  hernia,  for  a  complete  operation,  with 
a  njortality  less  than  8  per  cent,  in  the  worst  kind  of  cases,  and  no 
disagreeable  sequehe.  In  selected  cases  which  have  escaped  electri- 
city and  other  intra-uterine  treatment  the  mortality  should  be  not 
more  than  8  per  cent. 

Causeti  of  Dealk  afUr  Cwliotomy  for  Fibro-myomata. — Hemor- 
rhage after  the  intraperitoneal  method  is  the  immediate  danger.  It 
is  presumed  that  the  surgeon  will  not  close  the  alnlomen  until  all 
oozing  has  been  controlletl.  Therefore  secondary  hemorrhage  is 
the  <me  to  fear.  The  jmtient  has  sudden  pallor  without  jissignable 
cause.  The  pulse  becomes  rapi<l  and  small.  There  is  an  anxious 
ex|)re88ion  about  the  face;  cold  sweat  covers  the  body  and  the  tera- 
{X'raturc  becomes  subnormal.     The  patient  should  at  unce  lie  put 
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into  Trendelenberg's  posture,  so  tliat  iiuto-trausfus'iou  from  the 
lower  parts  of  the  body  to  the  chtsL  may  be  thereby  performed. 
This  procedure  also  Ihints  the  amount  of  bleeding  markedly. 
Cutaneous  transfusion  of  sterilized  salt  solution  into  the  scapular 
regions,  along  the  borders  of  the  latissinius  dorsi  muscle,  should  Ije 
employed,  while  preparations  are  making  to  reopen  the  belly. 
We  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Trendelen berg's  position  in  all 
cases  of  bleeding  from  the  pelvic  Hoor,  Examination  is  of  no 
aid  to  us  in  these  eases  unless  the  bleeding  takes  place  into  the 
broad  ligament,  and  even  then  it  may  have  formed  there  immedi- 
ately after  the  operation.  Blood  escaping  into  the  pelvic  peritoneal 
cavity  does  not  coagulate  for  many  hours,  and  gives  us  no  signs  of 
\U  presence  while  in  a  fliiiil  state.  Bleeding  fr<»m  the  extra-perito- 
neal pedicle  is  readily  detected.  If  it  occurs  from  the  breaking  of 
an  elastic  ligature,  a  Koeberle's  ^craseur  should  at  once  be  thrown 
around  the  stump.  Bleeding  after  the  intra-abdominal  operation 
will  show  from  the  vagina.  The  same  is  true  wlien  bleeding  fol- 
lows extirpation  of  the  entire  organ,  unless  the  leak  be  from  the 
ovarian  arteries. 

Sepsis. — This  now  may  be  very  well  controlled,  inasmuch  as  not 
one  death  in  five  is  due  to  it  after  extirpation. 

Temperature  after  extirpation  is  not  usual,  an<l  must  give  rise  to 
grave  susj)icions  of  the  technique.  It  may  be  produced  by  tympan- 
ites, by  incomplete  preparation  of  the  patient's  bowels,  by  diseases 
of  the  liver  and  kidneys.  It  is  therefore  imperatively  nec^sary  to 
open  the  bowt-ls  the  day  after  the  operation,  or  just  as  soon  as  the 
ether  nausea  ha.s  passed  ofT,  allowing  the  stomach  to  retain  the  salt*. 
Twenty  grains  of  Rnehelle  salts  every  half  hour,  for  from  four  to 
eight  doses,  will  accomplish  the  desired  result.  Purgatives  contain- 
ing calomel  may  be  tried  if  the  stomach  be  |)artieularly  irritable. 
Triturate^5  of  calomel,  one-half  of  a  grain,  with  aloin,  one-eighth 
of  a  grain,  may  be  given.     Two  doses,  two  hours  apart,  will  sullioe. 

When  a  case  becomes  septic  after  the  extra-peritoneal  treatment, 
careful  scrutiny  of  the  stump  antl  wound  should  be  made  for  pock- 
ets of  pus.  If  the  sepsis  arises  from  intra-abtlominal  eau.tjes, 
secondary  laparotomy  is  about  useless,  but  may  be  tried  as  a  last 
resort. 

Sepsis  after  the  intra-abdominal  method  occupies  the  same  posi- 
tion unless  localized  around  the  stump,  when  the  pus  may  be  evac- 
uated from  the  vagina. 
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If  sepsis  occiir&i  after  total  extirpation,  the  vagina!  dressing  shouKl 
be  removed  and  the  stumps  and  vajfirml  v;uilt  cxiiniiued.  Auy  pus- 
focas  iu  the  pelvis  can  thus  be  detected  and  drained.  Should  it  be 
deemed  wise  to  go  further  and  again  open  up  the  abdominal  cavity, 
it  may  be  done  without  narcosis  by  using  the  linger  in  the  vagina 
to  break  up  the  lymph  union.  This  having  been  done,  the  pelvis 
should  be  irrigated  with  Thiersch's  solution,  and  the  gauze  packing 
again  introduced  from  below  to  fill  if  ])OSsible  the  pelvis. 

Shock. — In  the  greater  number  of  ca.ses  of  this  condition  liem- 
orrhage  has  taken  place.  The  narcosis  may  prove  too  much  for  the 
patient, inasmuch  as  brown  and  fatty  heart  degeneration  is  a  frequent 
result  of  tibromata,  and  she  may  die  from  heart  fiiilure.  In  this 
condition  hypodermics  of  nitro-glycerin,  rhs  grain,  with  rectal  injec- 
tions of  rye  wjiiskey,  one  part  to  four  of  warm  milk,  are  indicated. 
The  nitro-glycerin  is  a  powerful  heart  tonic,  and  may  not  be 
repeated  more  often  than  once  in  three  hours.  Strychnia  is  useful 
as  a  sul>stitute  for  nitro-glycerin  when  it  is  dcsireil  to  stop  the  use 
of  the  latter.  Prolonged  exposure  and  rough  handling  of  the 
viscera  are  conducive  to  shock  and  must  l>e  avoided.  They  are 
minimized  by  the  use  of  Trendelenberg's  position. 

Intestinal  Paralysis. — After  the  removal  of  large  fibroids,  and 
also,  occasionally,  when  moderate-sized  interstitial  growths  are  re- 
moved, a  condition  which  has  been  termed  intestinid  paralysis  may 
ensue.  It  is  characterized  by  a  cessation  of  the  normal  peristalsis 
of  the  intestines.  It  depends  u|)on  one  or  both  of  two  causes — the 
sudden  relief  of  the  intra-abdominal  jiressure  by  removing  a  large 
growth,  thus  allowing  the  intestines  to  become  engorged  with  blood, 
and  the  shock  tn  the  sympathetic  system  from  the  removal  of  an 
organ  so  intimately  connected  with  it  as  is  the  uterus.  To  lessen 
the  flux  of  blcMxl  t(j  the  abdomen  after  the  wound  is  closed,  a  large 
elastic  abdominal  dressing  of  dry  cotton  should  be  so  apjilied  as  to 
exercise  a  pressure  over  the  whole  abdomen.  To  lessen  the  shock  to 
the  sympathetic,  the  administratiun  i)i'  strychnia  in  A  gr.  doses,  three 
times  a  day,  should  be  l>egun  a  week  before  the  operation.  This 
intestinal  paralysis  is  characterized  by  inability  to  move  the  bowels 
by  the  ordinary  means,  by  tympanites,  and  in  a  few  days  by  tem- 
perature if  the  tympanites  be  excessive.  If,  then,  we  give  opium 
to  these  cases,  it  merely  contributes  to  the  supervention  of  the  very 
eondition  we  wish  to  avoid.  Calomel  gr.  |  triturated  with  aloin 
gr,  ^  every  hour  until  five  doses  are  taken,  followed,  if  necessary, 
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in  six  hours  by  a  high  enema — au  enema  extending  to  the  upper 
part  of  t!ie  descending  colon,  of  Rochelle  salts  one  ounce  in  a  quart 
of  water — will  usually  suffice.  The  combination  of  calomel  and 
aloin  is  recommended  as  producing  a  more  free  outpouring  of  bile, 
•which  is  the  best  excitant  of  peristalsis. 

This  paralysis  of  the  bowels  has  often  been  confounded  with 
intestinal  obstruction  and  sepsis.  The  differentiation  is  difficult. 
In  sepsis  the  first  symptoms  are  fever  and  high  pulse-rate,  whereas 
these  occur  later  in  intestinal  paralysis.  Intestinal  obstruction  pro- 
duces pain  at  the  seat  of  obstructiou  in  addition  to  the  other  symp- 
toms of  reversed  peristtdsis,  as  fecal  vomiting. 

Duriug  the  o(»ration  certain  accidents  may  happen.  Wounds 
in  the  intestine  should  be  immediately  closed  by  silk  sutures, 
applied  in  two  tiers.  Should  so  large  a  portion  of  gut  be  torn  out 
as  to  render  obstruction  j>robuble  if  the  rent  be  closed,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  fasten  the  opening  into  the  abdominal  wound,  forming  an  arti- 
ficial anus,  or  to  make  an  anastomosis.  Openings  into  the  colon  are 
to  be  treated  in  the  same  way.  If  the  rectum  be  entered,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  close  the  opening  as  well  as  possible,  and  to  employ  a  gauze 
packing  of  the  pelvis  so  as  to  form  a  fecal  fistula  in  case  the  sutur- 
ing of  the  opening  in  the  bowel  should  separate.  Experience  and 
the  use  of  Trendelen berg's  position  will  render  such  accidents  rare. 
If  extirpation  has  been  performed  in  such  a  case,  through  and  through 
drainage  from  abdomen  to  vagina  with  gauze  is  necessary,  the  two 
packings  meeting  at  the  fistula.  In  all  tha^se  cases  where  the  rectum 
is  wounded  the  jjelvis  must  heJiUed  with  gauze,  thus  keeping  all  the 
intestines  in  the  general  abdominal  cavity.  A  wall  of  lympli  will 
then  form  and  cover  over  the  pelvis  entirely,  so  that  the  field  of 
surgical  interference  and  injury  is  entirely  shut  off  from  the  gen- 
eral peritoneal  cavity.  When  the  rectum  is  wounded,  the  sphincter 
ani  should  be  widely  dilated  and  a  large  short  tube  introduced,  so 
as  to  give  i'rce  vent  to  intestinal  gases. 

Atlherent   omentum    may   be   tied   off  eti   m<unsc  by  a  double 
ligature. 

Injury  to  the  bladder  is  not  serious.     The  wound  should  alwaya] 
be  closed  by  silk,  catgut  being  too  unstable.     After  injuries  to  the 
bladder  a  permanent  catheter  should  be  left  in  petition  for  four 
days  and  carefully  watched  to  see  that  it  does  not  become  clogged. 
It  should  be  removed  each  day  to  be  cleansed,  and  immediately 
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reintroUuceil.  Injury  to  the  bladder  is  best  avoidetl  by  having  it 
modenitely  distended,  so  that  its  contour  is  easily  recognized. 

Wounds  of  the  ureter  will  be  accompsinietl  by  the  passage  of 
decreased  quantities  of  urine,  and  that  drawn  from  the  blatlder 
will  be  found  microscopically  to  contain  rod  blnod-corpiiscles. 

If  the  ureter  be  wounded  during  the  operation,  tiie  outlook  for 
the  patient  varies  in  accordance  with  the  position  of  the  injury.  If 
the  injury  be  near  the  floor  of  the  pelvis,  the  ureter  may  by  careful 
dissection  be  separated  and  sutured  into  the  vagina  or  the  bladder. 
If  the  wound  bo  high  up,  the  kidney  of  that  side  may  be  removed, 
or,  preferably,  the  ureter  may  be  sewed  into  the  abiloniiual  wtnind. 
If  both  rectum  and  ureter  are  wounded,  the  ureter  should  be  fast- 
ened in  the  rectal  wound  after  the  tumor  is  extirpated. 

If  the  patient  survives  such  an  accident,  the  consideration  of 
extirpation  of  the  kidney  or  other  procedure  will  arise. 

These  operations  should  be  performed  as  rapidly  as  is  possible 
without  interfering  with  the  technique  of  the  methoil. 

Total  extirpation  is  merely  the  application  of  Freund's  operation 
to  the  treatment  of  fibroitl. 

The  credit  for  this  application  is  due  to  Bardenhauer  of  Cologne. 
Following  him  in  Europe  was  Martin.  In  America,  Eastman  first 
perforjned  the  operation  by  a  rather  comjdicated  technique.  To 
Krug  belongs  the  credit  of  perfet^ting  a  method  by  which  the  ope- 
ration may  be  rapiilly  and  easily  <lone,  the  essential  features  of 
which  are  the  use  of  Trendelen berg's  position  and  the  severing  of 
the  tissues  under  the  guidance  of  the  eye. 

The  method  of  total  extirpation  here  described  is  practically 
that  first  j>ublished  by  Krug. 

The  operation  has  been  given  much  prominence  and  has  been 
advised  to  the  e.xclu.sion  of  all  other  radical  measures  because  it  has 
been  employed  in  the  greatest  possible  range  of  difficult  cases.  In 
one  city  alone  the  operation  has  been  done  fifty  tiuuw  with  four 
detiths — a  mortality  of  8  per  cent.  Many  of  the  cases  so  operated 
ujMin  were  refused  admittance  to  several  liospitals  as  being  inope- 
rable. 

Salpinffo-oophoTcctomy  for  Fibroid. — This  is  sometimes  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  owing  to  the  tumor  jjinning  one  ovary  and  tuljc  deep 
in  the  pelvis.  Shouhi  this  be  the  case,  an  assistant  should  attempt 
with  the  hand  in  the  vagina  tr»  raise  the  entire  mass  from  the  pelvis. 
The  ovary  and  lube  having   been  found,  the  blunt   Deschamp's 
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needle  should  be  passed  as  close  to  the  uterus  as  possible  without 
wounding  the  anastomotic  coil  between  the  ovarian  and  uterine 
arteries.  One  ligature  is  then  tied  very  close  to  the  cornu,  so  as  to 
include  the  sympathetic  nerve  of  the  tube,  and  the  broad  ligiinient 
is  tied  below  the  ovary.  Both  are  then  removed.  The  ordinary 
lucked  suture  is  employed.  It  is  not  necessary  to  use  the  Paquelin 
cautery. 

Sometimes  also  the  tumor  so  grows  beneath  the  ovary  and  tube 
that  these  are  spread  out  over  its  surface  and  merely  form  part  of 
its  serous  capsule.  Their  removal  is  here  impossible.  The  ope- 
ration is  not  applicable  to  fibro-cysts;  it  controls  hemorrliage  in 
about  three-fourths  of  the  cases,  causing  rapid  diminution  in  the 
size  of  the  organ  in  about  three-fifths,  and,  excepting  Tail's 
unequalled  figures,  has  a  mortality  of  5  jier  cent.  His  r&sults 
are  only  for  removal  of  uncomplicated,  non-suppurating  ovaries, 
and  tubes ;  he  reports  262  cases  with  4  deaths. 

The  operation  is  only  applical>le  to  small  pelvic  growths  and  to 
such  of  these  as  have  appendages  which  can  be  easily  removed ; 
otherwise  hysterectomy  is  preferable. 


PELVIC   INFLAMMATION. 


It  is  rntended  to  include  under  this  heading  all  those  pelvic 
inllammatory  diseas^es  whicli  involve  the  Fallopian  tubes,  the  ovaries, 
the  pelvic  peritoneum,  and  the  pelvic  cellular  tissue — all  those  con- 
ditions described  by  the  terms  salpingitis,  pyostdpiux,  ovarian 
abscess,  perimetritis,  parametritis,  peri-uterine  phlegmon,  [»elvic 
abscess,  pelvic  celhiliti.-i,  pelvic  peritoniti-s.  Thes^e  conditions  are 
80  intimately  associated  and  so  constantly  complicate  each  other  that 
it  becomes  impossible  to  treat  of  one  without  taking  into  consider- 
ation several  or  more  of  the  others.  Rarely  does  a  pyosalpinx 
exist  except  it  be  coraplicated  by  a  pelvic  peritonitis,  and  in  all 
probability  a  pelvic  cellulitis,  the  peritonitis  and  cellulitis  arising 
from  the  same  source  as  the  salpingitis,  and  not  being  independent 
lesions.  The  abscesses,  for  the  most  part,  are  results  of  the  more 
advanced  stages  of  these  same  conditions,  and  in  themselves  rarely 
exist  as  indej^ndent  factors.  It  is  hard  to  study  these  inflammatory 
productions  without  seeing  a  direct  line  of  cause  and  effect.  With 
our  present  knowledge  of  these  matters  it  is  no  difficult  thing  to 
trace  the  infection  from  its  inception,  and  to  recognize  its  course  in 
the  lesions  left  behind  as  it  pursues  its  destructive  way. 

It  is  our  purpose,  tlien,  to  deal  with  this  subject  ns  though  it 
were  a  single  disease — as  in  fact  and  in  truth  it  is — and  of  each  of  tlie 
resultant  factors  as  simply  the  same  disease  attacking,  in  its  progress, 
Uje  different  anatomical  portions  of  the  female  jielvis,  leaving  in 
each  locality  an  apparently  different  and  independent  lesion,  the 
lesion  differing  in  accordance  with  the  structure  attacked,  with  the 
severity  of  the  attack,  and  with  the  stage  at  which  the  progress  of 
the  disease  has  lieen  stayed.  It  were  just  iis  rational  to  consider  the 
peritonitis,  the  cellulitis,  and  the  abscesses  complicating  an  appendi- 
citis  as  independent  of  the  inflammation  of  the  appendix  as  to  sep- 
arate these  same  conditions  from  the  salpingitis.  In  the  case  of  the 
appendicitis  the  infection    comes  from    inside  the  np|)endix,  and, 
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having  passed  tliroiigh  its  walls,  attacks  first  the  peritoneum,  and 
aeoonilly  the  cellular  tis,sue. 

In  the  same  mauuer  does  the  infection  which  destroys  the  pelvis 
come  from  the  Fallopian  tuhe,  only,  instead  of  being  compelled  to 
pass  through  the  walls  of  this  organ,  it  the  more  readily  finds  its 
way  through  the  fimbriated  opening  directly  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity  and  secondarily  into  the  connective  tissue.  The  amount  of 
destruction  acconiplisiied  will  of  course  be  in  direct  relation  to  the 
severity  of  the  infection.  Some  attacks  will  not  proceed  further 
than  the  Fallopian  tul>e  itself,  and  often  end  even  there  without  &n\>- 
puration.  The  infiammatory  process  may  extend  into  the  i^eritoneal 
cavity  and  confine  its  ravages  to  the  peritoneum  itself,  or  it  may 
extend  deeply  enough  to  involve  the  cellular  tissue,  causing  it  to 
break  down  and  suppurate.  The  reason  these  differences  exist  in 
individual  cases  is  only  to  be  explained  by  the  eharaeter  of  the 
infection  and  its  virulence.  At  times  two  given  cases  will  not 
progress  in  exactly  the  same  manner,  even  where  the  origin  has 
been  the  same.  Some  hxial  condition  may  exist  so  as  to  materially 
modify  the  course  of  the  disease  in  the  one  case,  while  the  other  one 
may  proceed  rapidly  to  an  amount  of  de^struction  which  can  never 
be  repaired,  if  not  unto  death  itself.  When  it  is  fully  realized  that 
this  whole  group  of  diseases  originates  from  a  common  point  and 
from  a  limited  variety  of  infections,  the  iraportance  of  a  cjireful 
study  and  understanding  of  these  becomes  at  once  apparent. 

Infianimations  of  the  female  pelvis  and  pelvic  organs  constitute 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  diseases  of  women.  They  are  the 
mo.st  destructive  and  dangerous,  as  well  as  the  most  incurable,  cases 
that  the  physician  has  to  treat,  provided  they  once  gain  headway  or 
have  accomplished  their  ravages  before  they  come  under  observation. 
At  the  same  time,  taken  in  their  incipiency,  they  are  readily  retardetl 
nn<l  cured.  As  in  all  other  conditions,  where  it  can  be  accomplished 
it  is  much  easier  to  prevent  the  subsequent  ravages  of  the  inflam- 
mation than  to  cure  the  resultant  lesions.  As  a  rule,  after  tlie  fire 
has  once  swept  over  its  course  such  destruction  has  resulted  that  a 
cure  short  of  surgical  methods  is  out  of  the  question,  and  at  times 
even  these  are  unavailing.  Once  allow  a  woman  to  contract  pelvic 
inllainmation  with  all  its  possibilities,  and  allow  the  disease  to  run 
into  a  chronic  condition,  the  chances  are  that  she  will  have  acquired 
such  a  degree  of  invalidism  as  to  feel  the  results  for  the  rest  of  her 
life,  even  though  the  disease  be  removed.     Many  of  these  women 
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never,  under  the  most  favorable  circunistunces,  regain  their  former 
state  of  health. 

Causation. — Pelvic  inflammations  arise  almost  without  excep- 
tion from  either  septic  or  specific  infection.  The  exceptions  are 
those  rare  crises  in  which  the  discnse  has  had  its  origin  in  a  sudden 
suppression  of  menstruation  or  where  it  is  due  to  the  irrilntion  of 
iie«^plasras,  such  as  fibroid  tumors  and  ovarian  cysts.  Even  in  these 
exceptions  it  becomes  a  question  at  timers  whether  or  not  the  peri- 
tonitis, be  it  acute,  lias  not  originated  from  septic  material  contained 
in  a  disea.sed  Fallopian  tube  or  ovary.  Chronic  inHiiMnniition  may 
be  readily  engendered  by  the  irritation  due  to  the  presence  of  an 
al»normal  growtii  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  but  such  a  process  seldom 
brings  about  such  disastrous  results  as  do  the  acute  inflammatory 
attacks.  The  changes  here  arc  more  of  a  graduiil  thickening  and 
hypertrophy  of  the  epithelial  and  interstitial  elements,  and  there  is 
little  or  no  danger  of  resultant  adhesions  or  abscesses.  A  very 
great  many  neophisras  are  complicated  by  disease  of  the  Fallopian 
tube.  It  is  obvious  what  chances  there  are  of  a  leakage  of  infective 
nuUerial  from  an  enliirged  and  diseased  tube.  Even  where  there  is 
no  leakage  through  the  fimbriated  end,  or  no  rupture  of  the  walls 
of  the  organ,  yet  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  peritoneum  about 
these  members  is  peculiarly  lialde  to  attacks  of  iiifliimmution,  prob- 
ably by  extension  of  the  disca.*e  directly  through  their  walls.  Any 
given  case  of  pvlvic  inflammatioii  com[>licating  the  growth  of  a 
neopliism  is  always  open  to  the  just  suspicion  that  there  is,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  new  growth,  a  lurking  infection  in  the  Fallopian  tube. 
In  such  a  case  the  cause  of  the  inflammation  would  again  be  sought 
in  a  septic  or  specific  poison,  brought  about  in  much  the  same  man- 
ner as  are  the  vast  majority  of  cases  of  pelvic  inflammation.  It  is 
Mcll  known  that  the  rupture  of  some  cystic  tumor,  and  tlie  empty- 
ing of  part  or  all  of  its  contents  into  the  abdomen,  may  give  rise  to 
this  same  character  of  trouble.  These  cases  are,  however,  the  excep- 
tion, and  usually,  when  they  do  occur,  it  is  not  difficult  to  differentiate 
them.  Those  cases  which  are  apparently  due  to  the  traumatism  inci- 
dent to  operations,  the  use  of  the  uterine  sound,  tlie  introduction  of 
sponge  tent**,  and  other  similar  procedures  are  beyond  doubt  caused 
by  the  addition  of  septic  poison  to  the  traumatisms,  and  not  to  tho 
mere  wounds  themselves.  Careful  use  of  ordinary  antiseptic  preoiu- 
tittns  will  obviate  any  chance  of  such  mishaps.  If  a  jiatient  l)e 
tuffering  from  venereal  disease,  and  a  solution  of  continuity  of  the 
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raucous  meuibraue,  either  of  the  vagina  or  uterus,  be  made  in  the 
course  of  an  operation  or  an  examiuation,  it  u  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  there  shall  be  a  universal  escape  from  some  of  the  disasters  of 
a  spread  of  the  infet-tion  into  the  conuective  tissues  through  the 
open  wounds  so  made. 

If,  however,  the  disea.se  be  cured  prior  to  an  attempt  at  o]x>rative 
procedures,  or  even  if  great  care  has  been  taken  to  disinfect  the 
parts  to  be  operatetl  upon,  the  chances  of  infection  are  minimized. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  infection  curried  by  dirty  instruments 
during  the  course  of  an  examination.  It  is  extremely  problematic 
whether  or  not  many  cases  have  resulted  from  such  sources  where 
even  the  most  ordinary  care  has  been  taken  with  the  implement!* 
used.  A  speculuin  or  a  pair  of  dressing  forceps  must  be  noticeably 
dirty  to  carry  infection  from  one  patient  to  another,  particularly 
if  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina  be  reasonably  sound  and 
healthy.  The  danger  resulting  from  the  use  of  a  sponge  tent  is 
likewise  due  to  a  septic  condition  of  the  tent  or  of  the  vaginal  or 
uterine  canals.  And  so  with  most  other  instruments  usually  held 
accountaltle  for  the  origin  of  pelvic  inflammations.  As  in  the  ease 
of  neoj)hisms,  so  in  all  cases  that  reiiuire  tlie  use  of  instruments,  it 
is  far  more  likely  that  there  is  already  existing  the  source  of  infec- 
tion in  the  Fallopian  tubes,  ovaries,  or  peritoneum  than  that  the 
use  of  these  instruments  has  originated  the  attack.  If  a  woman 
has  a  diseased  and  possibly  adherent  Fallopian  tube,  especially  if 
it  be  distended  with  pus,  any  manipulative  interference  will  surely 
tend  to  relight  an  inflammation  which  had  become  quiescent,  ami 
had  probably  remained  so  for  years.  If  the  disease  be  originated 
by  the  mere  use  of  the  iustrumcnt,  it  is  almost  certainly  not  due  to 
the  introduction  of  septic  or  specific  poison  as  an  additional  element 
in  the  case.  It  is  ])robletnatic  whether  traumatism  per  »e  ever  orig- 
inates pelvic  intiammation.  Tiie  peritonitis  due  to  sudden  suppres- 
sion of  menstruation  does  not,  as  a  rule,  leave  behind  it  any  such 
traces  as  are  left  after  an  attack  of  septic  peritonitis.  The  inflam- 
mation is  of  a  frank,  ojhmi  diaracter,  without  usually  any  tendencies 
to  the  exutlation  of  plastic  lymph,  such  jis  will  not  subsequently  be 
absorbed.  Wheu  such  an  attack  has  cleared  uj),  there  are  lefl  no 
microscopic  leaious,  except  it  Ije  in  tlie  ovary  itself,  and  here  the 
changes  are  more  likely  to  be  of  an  interstitial  character,  such  as 
follow  chronic  inflammation  in  these  organs.  Frequently  these 
attacks  do  not  amount  to  anything  more  than  a  severe  congestion. 
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Stopping  short  of  true  inflamnKition,  rest  in  bed  and  depletion 
ccomplishing  a  sjieedy  and  permanent  cure.  Pelvic  peritonitis 
caused  by  venercid  excess,  independent  of  any  other  factor,  is  more 
than  doubtful.  The  traumatism,  it  is  true,  incident  to  such  excess 
would  tend  to  foster  such  a  result,  but  the  continued  relief  from 
congestion  due  to  tlie  repeated  iiurmal  terminations  of  coition  would 
tend  to  promote  anemia  of  the  parts  rather  than  congestion.  As  in 
the  ca»e  of  many  other  supposed  causes,  a  previously  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  uterus  or  uterine  apj)endage8  is  in  all  pn>bability  at  the 
bottom  of  the  trouble,  in  which  case  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  the 
incidental  and  repeated  traumatism  would  bring  about  the  result. 

Septic  or  specilic  infection  of  the  genital  cjuial  is  the  cause  of  the 
vast  majority  uf  pelvic  inflammations.  Septic  infection  enters  in 
one  of  two  ways:  either  thruiigh  wounds  auised  liy  operations 
(the  use  of  tents,  the  use  of  the  uterine  sounds,  specula,  and  other 
instruments)  or  through  tlie  wounds  caused  by  childbearing  and 
abortion. 

Puerperal  septicemia  outweighs  by  far  all  the  other  sources  of 
Bptic  trouble,  and  compared  with  this  source  the  others  are  practi- 
cally nil.  Puerperal  septicemia  rivals,  and  even  exceeds,  gonorrhea 
as  an  etiological  factor  in  these  diseases.  The  analysis  made  by  Ber- 
nutz  of  99  ca.ses  of  pelvic  peritonitis  shows  at  a  glance  the  two  great 
factors  in  the  production  of  pelvic  inflammatory  troubles : 

43  occurred  in  puerperie  ; 

28         "         after  gonorrhea ; 

20         "         (hiring  menstruation. 

3  due  to  venereal  excess ; 

2      "      syphilitic  disease  of  the  cervix ; 

2      "      introduction  of  the  uterine  sound  ; 
A       "      use  of  the  vaginal  douche. 

This  table  is  susceptible  of  considerable  modification,  and  if  the 
whole  truth  were  known  it  is  more  than  [irobable  that  every 
case  in  it  could  have  been  traced  to  gonorrhea  or  post-puerperal 
septicemia  had  as  much  been  known  of  these  troubles  in  the 
time  when  the  cases  were  tabulatetl  as  xn  known  about  them  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  in  every  one  of 
the  8  traumatic  cases  and  in  the  20  recorded  as  occurring  during 
menstnuition,  tliere  was  present  a  pre-existing  inflammatory  disease 
in  the  pelvis  which  waa  only  awaiting  some  favorable  opportunity  t« 
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ilevelop.  That  twenty  of  the  attacks  took  place  during  the  men- 
strual period  is  only  what  could  be  expected.  At  this  time  there  is 
a  natural  congestion  of  the  pelvic  organs ;  this  congestion,  added  to 
the  already  existing  inflammation,  latent  perhaps,  but  none  the  less 
real,  would  place  the  patient  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  any 
outside  influence  to  determine  the  resulting  acute  attack  of  pelvic 
inflammation.  Forty-three  of  the  cases  are  recorded  as  occurring 
in  pucrpcriE,  and  twenty-eight  after  gonorrhea.  A  second  glance 
is  convincing  that  in  all  probability  a  few  of  the  puer])eral  cases 
were  caused  by  gonorrheal  infection — -just  what  proportion  it  is 
impossible  to  tell.  The  argument  might,  in  fact,  be  brought  to 
bear  in  every  case  of  post- puerperal  septicemia,  that  the  woman  had 
previously  been  infected  with  gonorrhea,  else  she  would  not  have 
developed  the  puerperal  disease.  Such  is  undoubtedly  the  case  ia 
many  instances,  but,  in  spite  of  the  great  possibility  of  such  an 
occurrence,  there  is  yet  a  large  proportion  of  cases  which  undoubt- 
edly arise  from  a  puerperal  septicemia,  entirely  independent  of 
venereal  contamination;  the  proportion  is  fully  as  large  as  in 
that  class  where  the  c^use  is  unquestionably  gonorrhea.  This 
is  even  true  of  many  of  those  women  whose  husbands  have  per- 
chance contracted  a  gonorrhea  in  their  younger  days  before 
marriage.  Because  a  man  has  once  been  afflicted  with  venereal 
contamination,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  lie  always  retains  the 
disease,  as  has  been  contended  by  some  writers,  and  that  he  is  sure 
to  contaminate  any  woman  with  whom  he  has  intercourse.  Whether 
or  not  the  gonococcus  is  the  cause  of  gonorrhea,  it  is  notorious  that 
many  discharges  contain  this  iaetor  without  being  able  to  reproduce 
the  disease.  It  ha.s  been  shown  also  that  it  is  not  possible  to  infect 
the  liealthy  mucous  membranes  with  the  dischargers  from  some  cases 
of  chronic  gleet.  On  the  other  hand,  experiments  have  Ijeen  pro- 
duced to  show  that  quite  the  rever.se  of  this  is  true.  However  this 
may  be  from  an  experimental  point  of  view,  certainly  the  relation 
of  cause  and  effect  in  such  a  ease  as  the  following  is  apparent : 
A  young  and  healthy  woman  is  married  to  a  man  who  had  con- 
tracted gonorrhea  some  time  previous  to  their  marriage,  but  of 
whieh  he  was  cured  before  the  ceremony.  She  bears  one,  two,  or 
three  children  successively,  always  making  a  satisfactory  recovery 
and  remaining  in  robust  health.  Following  a  third  or  fourth  preg- 
nancy she  develops  puerperal  septicemia,  and  is  ever  afterward  a 
sufferer.     It  can  hardly  be  contended  in  such  a  case  that  gonorrhea 


PELVIC  INFLAMMATION. 


443 


played  a  very  important  role  ia  the  production  of  the  seplicoraia. 
Large  numbers  of  women  siifllring  from  pelvic  inflammatory  dis- 
eases give  practically  the  -same  hi:<tory  as  this,  less  the  fact  that  the 
husband  had  Iiad  pre-existhig  venereal  infection. 

(fcnerally,  when  a  woman  contracts  gonorrhea  tlic  first  step  is 
the  productiuu  of  a  vaginitis.  As  it  is  but  a  short  distance  from 
the  vagina  to  the  uterus,  this  is  usually  quickly  traver.sed.  Occa- 
sionally there  is  no  vaginitis  noticeable,  the  first  lesion  being  an 
endometritis.  The  uterus,  in  case  the  infection  is  of  puer[icral 
origin,  is  the  original  seat  of  the  attack.  Whether  or  not  the 
disease  starts  or  exists  elsewhere,  an  endometritis  eventually  de- 
velops in  every  case  of  gonorrheal  or  puerperal  pelvic  intlammtitio!!. 
This  fact  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  when  it  comes  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease,  both  as  to  prophylactic  measures  and  as  to  the 
final  cure,  even  though  surgieul  treatment  hiis  l)een  necessitated 
and  carried  out.  Practically,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus 
and  the  Fallopian  tubes  is  one  and  the  same,  the  anatomical  differ- 
ences not  amounting  to  more  than  a  clninge  in  the  character  of  the 
epithelium. 

The  disease  has  one  unbroken  line  of  membrane  over  which  to 
extend  and  reach  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  it  ever  confines  itself  to  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
uterus.  Tliat  it  does  so  in  many  cases  is,  however,  beyond  dispute. 
If  the  infection  be  confined  to  the  uterine  body,  the  dangers  of 
a  peritonitis  are  very  small,  as  the  chances  of  the  jjoison  being 
carried  through  the  uterine  walls  by  way  of  the  lymjihatics  is  not 
great.  The  extension  is  nearly  always  by  way  of  the  Fallopian 
tubes,  the  exceptions  to  this  being  fnund  amongst  the  inierjieral 
cades;  and  even  here  an  example  is  rarely  met.  In  such  cases  we 
would  naturally  expect  the  cellular  tissue  about  the  uterus  to 
become  first  affocted  and  to  undergo  suppuration.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  such  conditions  rarely  exist,  the  cellulitis  being  almost  univer- 
sally secondary  to  the  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum. 

One  of  the  many  proofs  that  the  infection  has  proceeded  directly 
from  the  tul)e  itself,  and  not  from  the  uterus  by  way  of  the  lym- 
phatics, is  that  it  is  rare  to  find  traces  of  inflammation  in  the  shape 
of  adhesions  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  broad  ligament,  between 
this  structure  and  the  blad<ler.  The  evidences  of  the  infection  are 
almost  univejvally  found  on  its  posterior  surface,  between  the  lig- 
ament and  the  sacrum.     This  would  seem  to  be  acw>unted  for  by 
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the  anatomical  position  of  the  tube  and  ovary  on  the  posterior  f^tir- 
face  of  the  broad  ligament. 

The  more  virulent  the  infection  and  the  more  rapidly  it  extends, 
the  greater  will  be  the  chance  of  its  reacliing  the  peritoneal  cavity 
througli  the  open  fimbriated  end  of  the  Fallopian  tube;  the  greater, 
in  consequence,  will  be  the  destruction  to  the  various  organs,  and 
the  more  will  be  the  chance  of  a  fatal  termination. 

As  the  infection  extends  from  the  uterus,  it  spreads  at  once  along 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  Falloinau  tube,  out  of  its  fimbriated 
opening  directly  on  to  the  ovary  tjud  into  the  pelvic  peritoneum. 

Pathological  Anatomy. — The  inflammation  engendered  by  the 
infection,  wlmtever  it  may  be,  is  in  all  respects  'the  same  whether 
confined  to  the  Fallo|>ian  tube,  the  ovary,  a  2)art  or  the  whole  of 
the  pelvic  peritoneum  and  cellular  tissue,  or  to  the  whole  abdom- 
inal cavity.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  anatomical  limitation, 
the  extent  of  limitation  being  determined  by  the  character  of  the 
infection,  its  virulence,  and  the  ability  of  Nature  to  quickly  meet 
and  confine  it  within  a  limited  space.  Usually,  Nature  is  capable 
of  meeting  the  invasion  more  than  halfway,  and  she  not  infrequently 
shuts  oif  the  most  important  avenue  of  approach  to  the  pelvic  cavity 
by  firmly  sealing  the  fimbriated  ojrenings  of  the  tube.  If  she  be 
successful  in  accomplishing  this,  there  is  no  very  great  danger  that 
the  inflammation  will  pass  through  tlie  walls  of  the  tube,  and  thus 
infect  the  pelvic  cavity  to  more  than  a  limited  extent.  The  possi- 
bility of  this  must  be  borne  in  mind,  as  undoubtedly  the  inflam- 
mation has  spread  in  this  manner,  but  only,  liowever,  in  particularly 
virulent  cases.  Such  instances  are  the  excejition  rather  than  the 
rule. 

Whatever  be  the  source  or  cause  of  infection,  the  results  are  the 
same  ujj  to  a  certain  point,  as  in  all  inflammations.  The  moment 
the  tissues  are  involved,  there  occurs  first  a  congestion,  followed 
rapidly  by  effusion.  Resolution  may  or  may  not  follow  later  in  the 
progress  of  the  case ;  the  rule  is  that  it  takes  place  to  a  greater  or 
less  degree.  If  resolution  does  not  occur,  either  organization  or 
suppuration  is  the  final  stej).  Whether  the  inflammation  be  a  super- 
ficial one,  involving  only  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  Fallopian 
tube  or  the  serous  membrane  of  the  pelvic  cavity,  or  whether  it 
will  extend  into  the  deeper  structures  of  these  parts,  will  dejiend  in 
great  measure  on  the  virulence  of  the  attack  and  its  rapidity  of 
advance.     For  the  most  part,  the  disejise  invades,  to  a  greater  or 
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less  extent,  the  cuiincttive  tissues:  as  a  matter  of  actual  fact,  few 
ca.«cs  of  salpiugitis  and  peritonitis  exist  without  some  involvement 
of  the  deeper  and    looser  tissues.     The  exudation   occurs  in  two 
places:  on  the  surface  of  the  mcrabrane  and  into  the  untlerlying 
connective  tissue.     In  the    Fallopian  tuVx'  the  mucous  membrane 
excretes  serum  which  collects   and    dilate.^  the  tube-cavity.     This 
fluid    is   liable  to   either   discharge   itself  into  the  uterine  cavity 
through  the  uterine  opening  of  the  tube,  or  int<:>  tlie  pelvic  cavity 
through  the  fimbriated  opening,  or  it  nniy  l»e  retained  and  accumu- 
lated in  conseijuence  of  both  tlie^^e  openings  becoming  closed  by  the 
inflammatory  process.     Whether  retained  or  not,  it  is  extremely 
liable  to  undergo  suppurative  changes  and  terminate  in  pus-form- 
ation.    Should  this  material  empty  itself  into  the  uterus,  it  will  drain 
into  the  vagina,  and  will  be  eventually  disposed  of  in  a  comparatively 
harmless  way.     If  it  remain  encysted  in  the  Fallopian  tube,  we  will 
have  formed  either  a  hydrosalpinx  or  a  pyosalpinx ;  most  usually  the 
latter.     The  amount   poured  out  is  variable,  depending  ujjon  the 
irritating  properties  of  the  infection.     Should  it  diischarge  itself  into 
the  pelvic  cavity,  whether  it  has  undergone  suppurative  chauges  or 
not,  it  is  liable  to  set  up  an  inflammatory  condition  of  the  pelvic 
peritoneum,  even  though  this  membrane  be  not  alrea<ly  involved. 
The  exudation  into  the  conueetive  tissue  also  varies  in  degree  and 
kind.     The  greater  the  exudation  and  inliliration  of  inflammatory 
cells,  the  thicker  and  denser  become  the  tube-walls.    So  thoroughly, 
in  fact,  may  the  walls  be.  penetrated  by  the  inflammation  that  the 
peritoneum  covering  ihem  may  l>ecome  involved.     The  infiltration 
may  subse(|uently  become  absorbed ;  it  may  remain  and  utidergo 
partial  organization  or  it  may  take  on  suppunitive  changes.     Fre- 
quently, when  to  the  naked  eye  a  Fallopian  tube  appears  to  be  per- 
fectly free  from  suppuration,  the  microscoj>e  will  show  indubitable 
evidence  of  the  iidiltration  of  f)US-corpuscles  intf)  its  walls.     This 
may,  and  does,  fretpiently  extend  lo  the  degree  of  rendering  alt  the 
involved  tissues  so  thoroughly  friable  ;us  to  cause  them  to  break 
down  under  slight  manipulation  or  under  the  pressure  of  a  ligature. 
A  ligature  will  at  times  cut  through  such  tissue  like  a  knife,  the 
blood-vessels  alone  ofl'ering  any  great  resistance,  and  even  these 
give  way  in  many  instances.     It  is  not  at  all  unique  to  see  the  sup- 
purative process  extend  so  far  that  pus  may  readily  be  extruded 
from   the  cut  surfaces  of  the  walls  of  the  thickened  and  diseased 
tube.     Should  the  infiltrating  products  of  the  inflammation  not  be 
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absorbed,  tbey  may  leave  the  tube  in  a  permanently  thickened  and 
hypertrophled  condition.  There  will  result  in  this  case  an  enor- 
mous overgrowth  of  the  connective-tissue  elements,  with  a  possible 
permanent  infiltration  of  inflammatory  cells.  Where  the  disease 
in  the  tube  tias  extended  to  either  of  the  above  conditions,  the  peri- 
toneum will  have  become  sufficiently  involved  to  throw  out  plastic 
lyraph,  which  will  undergo  partial  organization  and  form  adhesions. 
Should  the  att-ack  prove  a  mild  one,  in  all  ]»robability  the  exudation 
will  be  absorheil  and  the  ease  progress  toward  a  complete  cure.  At 
times,  where  the  disease  in  the  uterus  is  quite  severe,  it  will  stop 
short  of  an  inflammation  in  the  tube,  and  after  existing  for  a  time 
as  a  congestiou  may  gradually  disappear  altogether.  It  is  no  infre- 
quent thing  to  find  at  the  time  of  an  operation  that  the  uterus  is 
badly  disea.sed,  and  the  tube  is  only,  as  yet,  greatly  swollen  and 
deeply  congested,  but  without  showing  any  signs  of  infiltration. 
So  also  with  the  peritoneum.  A  badly  crippled  tube  may  exist,  the 
fimbriated  end  becoming  closed  and  adherent  to  the  ovary,  with  the 
tube-cavity  distended  by  a  muco-imrulent  serum.  The  serous  mem- 
brane may  be  simply  congested,  with  no  excretion  of  lymph,  no 
adhesions,  no  true  inflammation.  The  removal  of  the  tube  with  its 
contained  source  of  infection  and  irritation  is  amply  sufficient  to 
put  a  stojj  to  further  advance  of  the  disease :  before  the  patient  is 
recovered  from  the  operation  all  traces  of  the  peritoneal  congestion 
will  have  disappeared. 

Should  the  inflammation  have  spread  from  the  tube  to  the  pelvic 
cavity,  either  by  the  extension  of  the  disease  from  the  tube  through 
its  fimbriated  opening  or  by  the  subsequent  pouring  out  of  the 
excreted  tubal  serum,  which  has  undergone  muco-puruleut  changes 
or  not,  or  by  direct  extension  through  the  walls  of  the  tube  itself, 
the  disease  tfikes  on  exactly  the  same  form  as  it  would  in  any  other 
seroas  membrane,  dilfering  only  in  so  far  as  the  anatomical  features 
differ.  The  pathology  of  peritonitis  is  like  that  of  inflammation  of 
other  serous  membranes — first,  congest  ion,  then  transudation  of  bh>od- 
serum,  and,  finally,  an  exudation  of  plastic  material.  Should  reso- 
lution* take  place,  these  inflammatory  products  are  disposed  of  by 
absorption  of  the  serum  and  organization  of  the  exudate.  Organ- 
ization simply  consists  in  the  development  of  the  circulation  in  the 
exudates  sufiicient  to  prevent  tiieir  degeneration.  Should  this  not 
occur,  they  usually  break  down  into  suppuration.     The  exudation 
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of  the  serous  membranes  assumes  one  of  three  forms :  fibrinous, 
serous f  or  suppurative. 

In  the  fibrinous  form,  should  two  opposing  rfiirfuce-s  touch  one 
another,  they  will  almost  certainly  become  adherent  until  such  time 
at  least  when  the  lymph  becomes  absorbed.  IF  it  does  not  disap- 
pear finally  by  absorption,  permanent  adhesions  result,  more  or  less 
dense  and  well  organized  in  accordance  with  the  original  amount 
of  lymph  excreted  aud  the  activity  of  proliferation  in  the  under- 
lying endothelial  cells  of  the  serous  membrane.  The  more  exten- 
sive the  involvement  of  the  peritoneum,  the  more  extensive  will  be 
the  resultant  bin<ling  together  of  its  various  surfaces.  Should  the 
exudation  prove  to  be  of  the  serous  variety,  adhesions  are  much  less 
apt  to  form.  Varying  quantities  of  free  serum,  in  a  more  or  less 
changed  condition,  will  be  found  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  aud  the  serous 
surface  will  most  likely  be  covered  with  fiakes  of  lymph.  The  sup- 
purative variety  is  simply  an  advanced  stage  of  either  of  the  other 
two.  As  to  whether  or  not  sui>pLiriition  occurs,  dej^ends,  again, 
upon  the  character  of  the  infection.  Oocasionaliy  the  infection  is 
80  virulent  that  the  case  has  progressed  to  a  fatal  termination  before 
suppuration  has  had  time  to  occur. 

Should  the  inflammation  involve  the  deeper  tissues,  as  is  almost 
always  the  case,  effiision  tiikes  place  into  the  cellular  tissue.  The 
extent  to  which  this  will  occur  is  dependent  directly  upon  the  activ- 
ity of  the  advancing  inflammatory  process.  At  times  the  effusion 
is  slight  in  quantity,  and  caitses  but  little  distension  of  the  loose 
areolar  tissues ;  in  other  eases  so  much  effusion  is  thrown  out  as  to 
distend  the  connective  tissues  to  their  fullest  extent.  1'he  greater 
the  amount  of  effusion,  the  more  hard  and  board-like  will  the  part 
appear  to  the  touch  on  a  locjil  examination.  Shoidd  the  case  prog- 
ress favorably,  there  will  eventually  be  an  absorption  of  the.se 
inflammatory  products  and  the  parts  will  return  to  a  condition  of 
health.  Sliould  anything  supervene,  on  the  other  hand,  to  prevent 
Nature  from  absorbing  and  disposing  of  this  serum  in  the  ordinary 
way,  it  becomes  denser  and  apparently  makes  an  eff»»rtat  organiza- 
tion. If  infective  germs  should  reach  it  from  any  <lirection,  suppu- 
ration will  take  place  and  all  hopes  of  a  spontaneous  cure  will  be 
lost,  except  through  a  prolonged  and  extremely  hazardous  illness. 
The  extent  of  the  suppuration  does  not  altogether  depend  U|>on  the 
extent  of  the  infdtration,  for  the  reason  that  after  this  process  has 
progressed  to  the  limits  of  the   effusion   it  very  I'requcutly  cou- 
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tinues  on,  involving  tlie  heultliy  connective  tissue,  step  by  step, 
until  eventually  it  may  involve  most  of  the  connective  tissue  of 
the  i>elvis,  ami  has  even  been  known  to  discharge  ot  the  umV)ilicU8. 

Except  in  a  limited  number  of  puerperal  cases,  the  course  and 
termiuiitioa  of  a  septic  or  specific  inflaniniatioa  of  the  uterus  are 
as  described.  The  few  exceiitioiis  to  this  rule  occur,  as  has  been 
said,  in  puerperal  patients.  A  woman  contracts  septicemia  after 
childbirth  or  abortion,  by  having  septic  germs  introduceil  into  the 
uterus.  The  amount  of  septic  material  which  will  be  necessary  to 
coutamiuate  a  woman  under  these  cireumstiuiees  will  probably  be 
puch  as  would  have  no  effect  whatever  upon  a  healthy  non-gravi<l 
womb.  After  the  placenta  has  been  removed  there  is  left,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  an  open  wound,  or  what  would  be  an  o|>en 
wound  were  it  ou  any  of  the  skin  surfaces  of  the  body. 

The  incidental  wounds  due  to  traumatism  add  another  element 
to  the  dangers  of  this  variety  of  infection.  The  placental  wound 
is  peculiarly  liable  to  pathological  changes,  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
difhfult  of  access  and  treatment,  such  as  a  similar  wound  elsewhere 
would  receive.  Again,  the  torn  ends  of  the  hypertrophied  vessels 
and  other  tissues  are  disposed  of  by  a  process  of  degeneration 
which  borders  closely  upou  the  pathological — a  physiological  pro- 
cess which  the  slightest  amount  of  contamination  by  septic  matter 
will  change  into  a  jmthological  one.  Should  .such  a  wound  once 
become  septic,  the  enormously  enlarged  lymphatics  stand  ever 
ready  with  their  gaping  mouths  to  receive  and  convey  into  the 
deeper  tissues  the  products  of  the  suppuration.  One  would  imagine, 
with  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  puerperal  septicemia,  that 
this  coudition  would  result  frequently,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
is  the  excej)tional  occurrence.  If  the  septic  products  are  taken  ap 
by  the  lymphatics,  the  chances  are  largely  that  they  will  be  con- 
veyed into  the  blood  without  any  particular  involvement  by  the 
intlammatory  process  of  the  walls  of  the  lymphatic  vessels  or  of  tlie 
connective  tissue  binding  them  together  or  through  which  they  pass. 
At  times,  however,  some  additional  element  seems  to  be  introduced 
v.'hich  causes  the  inflammatory  process  to  pa.ss  rapidly  along  and 
about  the  walls  of  the  vessels  and  lymphatics  directly  into  the  sur- 
rounding connective  tissue,  thus  conveying  the  septic  material 
primarily  into  the  connective  tissue  and  rendering  any  peritonitis 
which  may  follow  secondary  to  the  cellulitis.  The  fact  of  the  exist- 
ence of  this  class  of  cases  (although  of  great  rarity)  does  not  detract 
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from  the  statement  that  iu  the  vast  majority  of  cases  of  pelvic 
iuflammation  the  cellulitis  is  secondary  to  the  peritonitis,  and  is 
consequently  of  only  comparative  importance.  Usually  the  treat- 
ment directed  toward  the  cure  of  the  peritonitis  accomplishes  also 
that  of  the  cellulitis. 

Results. — Tlie  results  left  in  the  train  of  an  inflammation 
beginning  in  the  uterus,  extending  into  the  Fallopian  tubes,  and 
from  thence  into  the  i>elvic  cavity,  are  widely  variuhle.  In  the 
tube  they  extend  from  a  i^light  salpingitis  to  a  pyosulpinx  ;  in  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  from  u  mild  attack  of  local  peritonitis  to  a  general 
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'^ifcippurative  peritonitis  and  cellulitis ;  in  the  ovaries,  from  a  simple 
ovaritis  to  an  ovarian  abscess.  In  the  milder  forms  of  salpingitis 
the  disease  assumes  the  catarrhal  type.  Here  the  inflammation  is 
confined  almost,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the 
Fallopian  tube,  there  being  oftentimes  an  accompanying  congestion 
of  the  other  constituent  parts.  The  cause  of  the  tubal  involvement 
is  always  resident  in  the  uteru.s,  usually  in  the  shape  of  an  endo- 
metritis, and  occurs  by  direct  extension  from  one  mucous  membrane 
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to  the  other,  the  disease  in  the  tuhe  not  always  being  so  severe  as 
that  in  the  endometrium.  The  process  exists  in  both  an  acute  and 
a  chronic  form.  Neither  gives  rise  to  any  particular  symptoms 
other  than  indirect  ones,  such  as  sterility.  The  acute  form  may 
run  its  course  rapidly  and  be  spontaneously  curedj  or  may  subside 
as  the  endometritis  is  relieved.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  continue 
on  indefinitely,  and  finally  become  chronic.  During  the  existence 
of  the  inliamraation,  especially  in  the  acute  form,  an  excess  of  sero- 
mucous  products  is  thrown  out.  Where  there  are  no  adhesions 
found,  but  the  uterine  and  lirabriated  ends  of  the  tube  remain  patu- 


Fio.  299. 


UydnMalpins. 


lous,  these  products  are  drained  either  into  the  uterine  or  pelvic 
cjivities.  Should  their  openings  become  occluded  from  any  cause, 
as  is  at  times  the  case,  the  sero-raucus  accumulates,  distends  the 
tube,  renders  its  walls  thin,  the  tube  becoming  larger  and  larger  as 
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le  coritents  increase.  The  condition  is  then  known  as  hydro- 
salpinx. Tlie  very  mild  cases  seldom  termiuate  in  this  manner,  for 
the  reason  that  there  is  not  sufficient  active  inflammation  to  cause 
occlusion  of  the  tubal  openings.  Where  a  hydrosalpinx  exists,  it 
is  often  found  to  be  adherent  to  surrounding  parts.  The  fact  of  the 
presence  of  a  healthy,  non-inflammatory  tumor  of  reasonable  size 
being  present  in  the  pelvis  is  not  in  itself  sufficient  to  account  for 
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inflammatory  processes  arising  in  its  peritoneal  lining.  Either  the 
original  inflammation,  slight  as  it  may  be,  has  spread  through  the 
walls  of  the  tumor,  which  have  become  much  thinned,  or  there  has 
been  leakage  of  some  of  the  tube-contents,  which  are  acrid  and 
irritating. 

Should  the  inflammation  become  a  chronic  condition,  whicli  is 
the  more  usual  procedure,  the  i-esult  is  more  apt  to  be  a  destruc- 
tion of  the  ciliated  epithelium  lining  the  tube,  and  a  consequent 
permanent  crippling  of  that  organ  for  its  legitimate  functions. 
The  desquamation  of  the  epithelium  is  also  claimed  to  be  a  sequel 
of  the  exantliematous  disease.  To  how  great  an  extent  this  is  true 
is  uncertain.  There  is  not  the  slightest  rea-^on  why  this  mucous 
membrane  should  be  more  affected  than  that  of  other  parts  of  the 
body.  Where  there  has  been  a  general  and  undoubted  involvement 
of  all  the  mucous  tissues  in  the  Iwdy  there  is  no  reason  to  expect 
that  this  particular  one  has  escaped.      Otherwise,  the  cause  and 
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eflfect  of  these  diseases  are  extremely  problematic.  It  is  this  de- 
squamation of  the  ciliated  epithelium  in  tlie  catarrhal  salpingitis 
which  is  in  great  mejisure  responsible  for  a  large  proportion  of  cases 
of  sterility  and  extra-uterine  pregnancy.  The  normal  function  of 
the  ciliated  epithelium  is  to  carry  all  the  tube-eontent.s  toward  tlic 
uterus.  If  in  consequence  of  its  destruction  the  ovum  is  retarded 
in  its  progress  until  the  sperraatozoid  is  too  enfeebled  to  jierforra  its 
function,  or  if  the  ovum  simply  lotlges  in  the  tube  and  there  loses 
its  vitJility,  sterility  must  of  necessity  follow.  Again,  if  tlie  dis- 
cliarges  from  the  altered  and  diseased  mucous  membrane  are  acrid 
and  acid,  neither  the  ovum  nor  the  spermatozoid  can  survive,  or  at 
least  they  are  so  enfeebled  when  they  meet  that  they  fail  to  unite, 
or  if  they  unite,  fail  to  accomplish  their  destiny.  Should  the  calibre 
of  the  tube  be  closed  at  any  point  throughout  its  extent,  of  course 
an  insurmountable  mechanical  obstruction  exists  which  it  is  impos- 
sible for  either  element  to  overcome.  If  the  male  and  female  ele- 
ments should  meet  in  tlie  tube  and  the  ovum  become  fecundated,  the 
product  of  couception  is  very  apt  to  lodge  at  some  point  along  the 
course  of  the  tube  and  continue  its  development. 

Occasionally  the  inflammation  of  the  tubal  membrane  assumes 
the  hemorrhagic  type  and  the  excretions  are  mingled  with  blood. 
Provided  these  muco-bloody  discharges  empty  themselves  into  the 
uterus,  there  will  be  no  more  difference  in  the  result  than  if  the 
excretion  were  merely  mucous  or  serous.  If  adhesions  close  the 
ends  of  the  tube,  it  becomes  distended  with  the  contained  fluid,  as 
in  hydrosalpinx,  and  is  then  known  as  hematosalpinx.  This 
occurrence  is  infrequent  as  compared  with  the  formation  of  hydro- 
salpinx. 

When  the  infection  is  more  severe  and  extends  into  tlie  Fallopian 
tube  from  the  endometrium,  involving  almost  simultaneously  all  the 
layers  of  the  tubal  wall,  the  resultant  condition  is  more  important 
as  well  as  more  dangerous.  Exudation  takes  place  into  all  the  coats 
of  the  tube,  and  the  inflammation  extends  even  to  the  peritoneum. 
The  openings  into  the  tube  may  become  closed  or  may  remain  pat- 
ulous; usually  they  are  occluded.  The  inflammatory  products  in 
the  walls  of  the  tubes  increase.  The  walls  vary  in  thickness  in 
accordance  with  the  amount  of  infiltration,  in  particularly  bad  cases 
being  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  inch  thick.  Attempted  organiza- 
tion may  take  place,  the  result  being  the  production  of  an  over- 
growth of  the  connective-tissue  elements,  giving  the  tube  a  greater 
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or  less  consistency.  The  products  of  infl animation  thrown  out  by 
the  mucous  surfaces  are  eUIier  discharged  through  the  tubal  open- 
ings or,  if  the  openings  are  not  patulous,  are  absorbed.  The  inflam- 
matory products  thrown  out  on  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  tube 
assume  the  form  of  i>]astic  lymph,  and  cause  the  tube  to  adhere  to 
j^y  other  peritoneal  surface  it  may  touch.  The  tube  itself  adlieres 
mimonly  to  the  uterus,  broad  ligament,  and  ovary:  the  fimbriated 
end  usually  grasps  the  ovary  tightly,  and  the  fimbria  themselves 
may  become  destroyed   by  the  disease. 

This  condition  presents  the  disea.se  known  as  chronic  (adherent) 
salpingitis.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  condition  is  dis- 
tinctly different  from  those  forms  of  pure  chronic  catarrhal  salpin- 
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gitiB  in  which  the  infiamuiation  affects  only  the  mucous  lining  of 
the  tube,  and  results  simply  in  a  permanent  alteration  of  that  mem- 
brane, without  particularly  affecting  the  walls  of  the  tube  or  its 
investing  peritoneal  covering. 

Chronic  interstitial  salj>ingiti8  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the 
mildest  form  of  the  same  condition,  which  frequently  progresses  to 
the  development  of  a  pyosal|)inx.  If  there  be  good  drainage  of 
the  tulje,  there  is  not  much  danger  of  muco-punilent  material 
accumulating.  There  may,  it  is  true,  be  a  certain  amount  of 
suppuration  taking  place,  even  the  walls  of  the  tube  becoming 
involved.    The  result  under  these  circumstances  would  be  in  accord- 
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ance  with  the  patency  of  the  tubal  caual.  If  the  canal  remains 
patulous,  the  only  additional  harm  will  be  the  breaking  down  of 
the  inflammatory  products  infiltrating  the  walls,  and  the  consequent 
rendering  of  these  friable,  if  they  do  not  actually  suppurate.     This 
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same  process  may  extend  on  into  the  lymph  thrown  out  by  the 
peritoneum,  and  cause  the  adhesions  to  become  friable  or  even  to 
suppurate. 

Should  suppuration   occur,  inflammatory  products  within  the 
tube  may  drain  away  into  the  uterus,  and  the  suppurative  process 
finally  cease,  leaving  the  tube  in  its  crippled  adherent  condition. 
The  uterine  opening  will  remain  patulous  long  after  the  fimbriated 
opening  is  closed  and  the  fimbria  destroyed,  for  the  reason  that  the 
peritoneum  is  much  more  delicate  than  tlie  endometrium,  and  the 
irritation  of  the  advancing  suppuration  will  cause  it  to  early  throw 
out  protective  lymph,  which  will  etfectually  seal  the  opening  and 
protect  the  peritoneal  cavity.     The  suppurative  process  may  keep 
up  indefinitely,  the  tube  constantly  tlischarging  its  muco-purulent 
contents  into  the  uterine  cavity  and  thence  into  the  vagina.     This 
is  of  no  infrequent  occurrence.     The  uterine  opening  may  even 
become  closeil  by  light  friable  adhesions,  the  tube  distend  with  its 
suppurative  contents,  until  either  the  pressure  of  the  over-disten- 
sion causes  the  adhesions  to  give  way  or  they  break  down  from 
suppurative  changes,  the  result  in  either  case  being  a  periodical 
discharge   of  pus    from   the   tubes.     The   tubal   openings  usually 
become  permanently  closed  by  adhesions.     If  the  tubal  contents 
are  small  in  quantity,  they  may  eventually  become  absorbed ;  but 
this   cannot   be  a  common    termination.     It  is  not  of  infrequent 
occurrence  to  find  the  Fallopian  tube  distended  with  a  broken- 
down,  cheesy  material.     In    these   cases   the   watery  elements    of 
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the  pus  have  been  absorbed,  antl  the  solid  portions  have  under- 
gone a  caseous  degeneration.  Such  conditions  are  very  apt  to  be 
due  to  tubercular  changes.  Were  the  constituent  tissues  of  the 
tube  heahhy,  there  would  be  more  probability  of  complete  absorp- 
tion. In  the  cases  under  consideration  all  the  parts  of  the  tube  are 
80  diseased  and  disorganized  that  their  functions  are  for  the  most 
part  suspended.  However,  certain  cases  are  met  with  clinically  in 
which  no  other  interpretation  is  possible,  and  it  may  be  put  down 
as  one  of  the  probabilities. 

When  the  contents  are  not  absorbed,  a  true  pyosalpinx  results. 
The  tube  becomes  distended  witli  a  greater  or  less  quantity  of  pus 
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or  muco-purulent  matter.  In  such  cases  the  inflammatory  infil- 
trates in  the  tube- walls  have  most  probably  shared  in  the  suppu- 
rative changes,  rendering  the  walls  soft  and  cheesy  ;  the  microscope 
will  show  them  filled  with  pus-corpuscles.  The  peritoneal  serum 
and  lymph  do  not  escape  the  suppurative  changes.  The  pus  may 
have  worked  its  way  directly  through  the  tube-wall,  and  then 
infected  the  lymph,  or  the  infection  may  have  passed  through  the 
fimbriated  opening  of  the  tube,  and  in  this  manner  contaminated 
the  peritoneal  elements.     Small  abscesses  frequently  result,  in  con- 
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sequence,  in  the  midst  of  the  adhesions,  and  on  removal  of  the  tube 
by  abdominal  section  these  abscesses,  which  are  as  often  as  not 
multiple,  are  opened,  their  contents  soiling  the  field  of  operation. 
If  the  pus  has  pa^^sed  directly  through  the  tube-wall,  these  small 


Fig.  304. 


Pyoialplnx  nud  OvarUn  Abiceaa. 


local  abscesses  will  probfibly  be  the  worst  result.  Should  the  infec- 
tion pass  out  through  the  linibriated  openiug,  however,  it  may 
spread  rapidly  to  the  whole  pelvic  or  abdominal  cavity,  and  end  in 
a  general  suppurative  peritonitis.  The  reason  of  this  difference  is 
that  when  the  suppuration  extends  through  the  tube-walls  it  never 
enters  the  general  peritoneal  cavity,  but  always  meets  the  obstructing 
lymph  which  the  peritoneum  has  had  plenty  of  op|>ortunity  to 
throw  out  about  the  threatened  point.  This  same  obstruction  is 
most  always  met  with  at  the  fimbriated  opening,  in  which  case  the 
result  is  the  same;  but  occasionally  the  infection  itself  travels 
along  the  tubal  mucous  membrane  so  quickly  that  it  has  time  to 
escape  before  it  can  be  closed  in  by  the  peritoneal  lymph. 

When  the  infeetitin  has  once  passed  beyond  the  fimbriated  open- 
ing of  the  Fallopian  tube,  it  attacks  either  the  ovary,  the  i>elvic 
peritoneum,  or  bjth.  Should  it  confine  itself  to  the  peritoneal 
investment  of  the  ovary,  it  causes  excretion  of  lymph,  which  binds 
that  organ  to  the  tube.     The  fimbriated  end  of  the  tube  becomes 
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firmly  attached  to  the  ovary,  not  infrequently  an  abscess  ileveloping 
at  the  point  of  junction,  which  is  known  as  a  tubo-ovariau  abscess. 
Should  the  infection  penetrate  the  outer  coat  of  the  ovary  or  infect 
H  ruptured  Graafian  follicle,  an  abscess  will  Ix'giii  and  form  in  the 
ovarian  stroma  which  may  eventually  reach  even  the  size  of  an 
orange.  iSuch  an  ovary  is,  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  on  account  of 
the  involvement  of  its  peritoneal  covering,  densely  adherent  to  all 
peritoneal  surfaces  which  come  in  contact  with  it.  Where  there  is 
no  infection,  but  where  the  inflammation  .spreads  from  the  tube  ;jnd 
involves  the  ovary,  this  organ  takes  on  changes  of  an  interstitial 
character,  which  eventually  cause  such  a  destruction  that  there  is 
left  little  of  the  healthy  ovarian  stroma.  At  times  these  organs 
assume  much  the  character  and  appearance  of  hypertrophic  scirrhosis ; 
at  others,  an  atrophic  condition.  In  either  case  the  function  of  the 
organ  is  much  changed,  even  destroyed,  and  the  ovary  is  most 
likely  to  give  rise  to  very  distressing  symptoms. 

The  infection  may  pass  along  the  Fallopian  tube  and  infect  the 
ovary,  even  to  tlie  extent  of  forming  an  ovarian  abscess,  without 
leaving  behind  more  than  a  catarrhal  condition  in  the  tube.  When 
the  infection  invades  the  peritoneum,  it  remains  often  a  local  affec- 
tion, but  in  a  reasonably  large  proportion  of  cases  spreads  until 
it  invades  more  or  less  the  whole  of  the  pelvic  peritoneum.  It 
may,  in  fact,  continue  and  develop  into  a  general  abdominal 
peritonitis.  In  attacking  the  peritoneum  any  one  of  these  forms 
of  peritonitis  are  likely  to  develop  :  the  fibrinous,  the  serous,  or  the 
suppurative.  The  fibrinous  variety  is  by  far  the  most  frequent 
form  accompanying  inflammatory  disea-ses  of  the  Fallopian  tubes 
and  the  ovaries.  The  serous  variety  is  raost  likely  to  be  of  the 
nature  of  that  peritonitis  which  so  often  follows  the  performance 
of  a  cceliotomy ;  it  runs  its  course  usually  in  three  or  four  days,  and 
most  generally  ends  fatally.  It  may,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  occur 
under  any  source  of  infection.  The  lesions  in  such  a  case,  on 
examination,  will  be  found  to  be  universal  but  light  adhesions 
between  all  the  coils  of  intestines  located  in  the  pelvic  cavity,  as 
well  as  of  all  the  pelvic  contents.  After  the  various  organs  are 
separated  a  few  ounces  of  bloody  serum  will  be  found  in  the  j>elvic 
basin,  and  the  |x?ritoneal  surfaces  will  be  observed  io  be  covered 
with  flakes  of  lymph.  The  process  has  been  too  rapid  for  the 
formation  of  pus  in  many  instances,  and  as  a  rule  there  is  not 
a  great  deal  of  involvement  of  underlying  connective  tissue.     Tlie 
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fibrinous  variety  is  the  common  one.  The  irritated  and  inflamed 
serous  membrane  begins  at  once  to  develop  that  great  protector, 
lymph.  This  material  precedes  the  infection,  and,  unless  the 
advancing  inflammation  is  too  rapid,  bounds  it  within  certain  limits. 
Frequently  it  confines  the  inflammation  to  the  serous  covering  of 
the  tube  itself.  The  inflammation  may  have  advanced  further  and 
involved  the  serous  covering  of  the  ovary  and  the  broad  ligament. 

As  the  inflammation  advances  step  by  step  it  is  continnally  met 
by  the  obstructing  plastic  material  which  the  threatened  and  irri- 
tated peritoneum  is  throwing  out  for  its  protection,  until,  having 
spent  its  forces,  it  makes  less  and  less  effort  at  advance,  and  finally 
settles  down  within  the  limits  into  which  the  lymph  has  been  able 
to  confine  it. 

The  extent  of  the  destruction  will  have  depended  much  upon 
the  rapidity  of  the  advance  and  the  virulence  of  the  infection. 
The  lymph  may  have  succeeded  in  confining  it  to  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  diseased  Fallopian  tube  and  ovary,  or  the 
inflammation  may  have  spread  to  the  whole  of  the  pelvis,  or  in 
extreme  cases  to  the  general  abdominal  cavity.  The  inflamed 
peritoneal  surfaces,  wherever  they  come  in  contact,  become  glued 
together  by  the  lymph.  By  the  time  the  inflammatory  forces 
have  spent  themselves,  the  serous  membrane  is  infiltrate<l  with  the 
inflammatory  products,  resulting  in  its  becoming  thickened  as  well 
as  being  covered  with  lymph. 

Should  the  case  terminate  in  the  most  favorable  manner,  all  the 
lymph  and  other  inflammatory  products  would  become  partially  ab- 
sorbed, and  the  other  parts  return  once  more  to  a  comparative  con- 
dition of  health.  It  is  at  this  point  that  electricity  has  gained  its 
greatest  reputation.  The  lymph  exists  in  considerable  masses,  and, 
as  Nature  begins  to  get  rid  of  this  accumulation,  electricity  comes  in 
as  an  extra  spur  to  hurry  Nature's  work.  The  result  is  in  many 
cases  a  quicker  absorption  and  an  apparent  cure,  the  facts  being 
that  the  gross  amount  of  lymph  has  disappeared,  but  the  disor- 
ganized and  adherent  appendage  remains,  ready  to  relight  the 
original  inflammation  upon  the  slightest  provocation. 

The  fact  is  notorious  that  these  chronic  conditions  are  liable  to 
repeated  recurrent  acute  exacerbations  of  inflammation. 

The  more  usual  result,  however,  of  such  an  inflammation  of  the 
pelvic  peritoneum  spreading  from  the  Fallopian  tul)e  is  to  cause  a 
broken-down  and  destroyed  tube  and  ovary;  both  become  enlarged. 
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heavy,  prolapsed,  ami  adherent  to  each  other,  the  broad  ligament, 
the  uterus,  and  the  pelvic  walls.  One  step  further,  and  the  superim- 
posed intestines  and  omentum  are  involved,  and  become  adherent 
on  top  of  the  diseased  and  adherent  pelvic  organs.  At  times  there 
is  no  pus  complicating  the  general  destruction ;  at  others  pus  is 
found  in  the  Fallopian  tubes,  the  ovaries,  in  the  midst  of  the  adhe- 
sions in  which  these  organs  are  imbedded,  or  filling  the  whole  pel- 
vis. The  Fallopian  tubes  themselves  are  so  distorted  that  numerous 
separate  pockets  of  pus  are  found  in  a  single  tube.  As  many  as 
three  such  collections  have  been  found  in  the  same  tube,  each  of 
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which  contained  a  distinctly  different  variety  of  pus.  As  many  as 
half  a  dozen  different  foci  of  suppuration  have  been  found  in  the 
midst  of  the  adhesions,  and  in  a  single  Fallopian  tube,  all  separate 
and  unconnected  with  each  other. 

Should  the  infection  not  be  virulent  enough  to  ciiuse  suppura- 
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tion  of  the  seruin  and  lymph,  this  latter  substance  will  undergo 
organization  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  with  the  result  of  leaving 
the  surfaces  which  have  come  in  contact  permanently  adherent. 
The  adhesions  thus  found  are  variable  in  kind ;  clinically  at  least 
four  varieties  are  recognized. 

The  Fallopian  tubes,  ovaries,  and  uterus,  one  or  all,  may  be  cov- 
ered over  with  a  thin  layer  of  false  membrane,  well  organized  and 
not  at  all  unlike  a  spider-web,  when  spread  out  and  held  up  to  the 
light.  Tlie  variety  has  well  been  called  the  "spider-web  adhesion." 
The  membrane  is  easily  torn  to  pieces  and  destroyed  if  the  finger  is 
pre-ssed  through  it  while  it  is  on  the  stretch.  If,  in  attempting  to 
break  through,  it  is  allowed  to  gather  iteelf  together  like  a  bundle 
of  sticks,  it  forms  long  slireds  of  adhesions  which  are  exceedingly 
iiard  to  tear,  and  in  the  tearing  of  which  an  intestine  or  bladder 
may  easily  be  badly  injured,  its  walls  giving  way  at  the  point  of 
the  adhesions.  They  are  the  more  difficult  to  deal  with  inasmuch 
as  the  organs  are  usually  movable  under  them,  and  it  is  hard  to  get 
any  fixed  point  from  which  to  break  through. 

The  next  variety  is  that  where  any  or  all  of  the  pelvic  organs 
become  fixed  in  the  lymph  in  much  the  same  manner  as  if  they 
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were  set  down  in  a  bed  of  plaster  of  Paris.  The  lymph  organizes 
and  from  it  is  formed  a  new  and  apparently  real  peritoneal  cover- 
ing. Clinically,  to  the  touch,  the  organ  feels  as  though  it  had  been 
congenitally  developed  in  its  displaced  and  distorted  position.     In 
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the  case  of  the  ovary  the  ovariau  ligjiment  is  destroyed  ;  where  the 
Fallopian  tube  is  involved  tlie  broad  ligament  has,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  disai>peared.  The  organs  are  immovably  fixed,  and 
can  only  be  torn  away  from  their  position  by  an  absolute  enuclea- 
tion, there  being  practically  no  pedicles  to  deal  with  :  to  all  intents, 
the  mass  removed  is  a  sessile  growth,  and  must  be  dealt  with  as 
such.  Tiie  cases  in  which  this  condition  is  found  are  usually  old 
chronic  ones. 

The  ordinary  adhesion  met  with  in  the  course  of  operations  is 
what  one  might  call  the  "bread-and-butter" variety.  After  the  ad- 
herent surfaces  have  been  freed  from  each  other  the  appearance  is 
not  unlike  the  surface  of  two  pieces  of  bread  and  butter  which  have 
been  placed  together  as  in  a  sandwich  and  separated.  These  adhe- 
sions are  more  or  less  firm  as  the  case  is  an  acute  or  chronic  one. 
At  times  they  are  so  solid  that  it  is  necessary  to  take  the  handle  of 
the  scalpel  or  other  instrument  in  order  that  they  may  be  safely  scji- 
arated  ;  in  other  cases  the  finger  will  readily  destroy  them.  Should 
the  lymph  going  to  form  these  adhesions  become  infected,  they 
become  more  or  less  broken  down,  and  are  proportionately  easy  to 
deal  with.  This  forms  the  fourth  variety  as  seen  clinically.  Nat- 
urally, the  only  pathological  difference  between  at  least  the  last 
three  varieties  is  the  difierence  in  the  extent  of  involvement  and 
organization.  They  all  begin  by  the  affected  organs  becoming 
imbedded  in  a  quantity  of  plastic  lymph.  This  lymph  organizes  or 
is  partially  broken  down  by  the  infectious  poison.  If  it  breaks  down 
and  fails  to  organize,  the  last  clinical  variety  is  produced.  This 
variety  usually  accompanies  acute  pus-tul>es.  Should  it  fail  to  do 
more  than  make  an  attempt  at  organiziition,  the  adhesions  will  go 
to  make  up  that  variety  which  is  the  most  commou,  the  "bread- 
and-butter"  variety,  which  generally  accompanies  chronic  (adhe- 
rent) salpingitis.  It  is  almost  always  possible  in  enucleating  the 
organs  in  such  a  case  to  find  the  broad  and  ovarian  ligaments  and 
use  them  as  a  pedicle,  although  at  times  they  are  much  shorteueil. 
If  the  case  runs  on  into  a  chronic  form,  either  of  the  last  two 
varieties  may  develop,  by  absorption  of  the  degenerative  elements 
and  by  organization  and  contraction,  into  those  varieties  which  re- 
aemble  ho  much  congenital  comlitions. 

Finally,  the  lymph  may  break  down  into  suppurating  foci  at 
one  or  more  points,  local  abscesses  being  the  ret^ult.  These  abscesse*?, 
being  bounded  by  adherent  lymph,  are  for  all  practical  purpose-s 
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extraperitoneal,  and  yet  they  are  as  truly,  from  an  anatomical  point 
of  view,  intraperitoneal  as  if  tbey  were  not  limited  at  all.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  tbey  exist  from  cavities  as  large  as  a  pea  to  abscesses 
filling  the  whole  of  the  pelvis,  and  only  being  shut  out  from  the 
general  abdominal  cavity  by  the  intestines  and  omentum  at  the  pel- 
vic brim,  becoming  involved  in  the  advancing  inflammation,  lymph 
being  thrown  out,  and  these  organs  becoming  firmly  adherent  over 
and  about  the  pelvic  inlet. 

Unless  the  atttick  has  been  a  mild  one,  the  connective  tissue 
immediately  underlying  the  peritoneum  is  apt  to  become  involved 
in  the  destruction.  80  intimately  connected  are  the  two  structurea 
that  where  the  one  is  afiected  by  such  a  serious  process  it  can  readily 
be  understood  why  the  other  also  becomes  involved.  As  soon  as 
til  is  loose  areolar  tissue  is  invaded,  the  products  of  inflammation  are 
thrown  out  into  its  meshes,  and  the  parts  affected  become  much 
thickened.  The  connective  tissue  of  the  broad  ligament  and  that 
underlying  the  peritoneum  which  lines  the  pelvic  floor  are  most  apt 
to  be  afl'ected.  The  infiltration,  as  usual  up  to  a  certain  point, 
attempts  to  undergo  organization,  but  mostly  fails.  It  is  either 
absorbed  or  suppurates. 

Should  it  become  absorbed,  it  would  do  so  in  conjunction  with 
the  absorption  of  the  inflanimatory  products  in  the  peritoneum  and 
in  the  line  of  progress  toward  the  cure  of  the  whole  pelvic  inflam- 
mation. If  organization  partially  occurs,  a  contraction  of  all  the 
tissues  takes  place,  with  the  result  in  some  cases  of  almost  total 
obliteration  of  the  ligaments  and  contained  connective  tissue.  This 
is  the  condition  which  has  existed  in  those  cases  of  prolapsed  and 
adherent  tubes  and  ovaries,  where  the  ligaments  have  almost,  if  not 
entirely,  disappeared  and  the  organs  remain  practically  as  sessile 
masses.  Cellulitis  is  essentially  an  acute  or  subacute  as  well  as  a 
secondary  disea.se.  It  rarely  occurs  in  the  pelvis  as  a  primary  dis- 
ease, and  is  just  as  rarely  found  as  a  chronic  condition,  except 
in  the  form  of  an  abscess,  which  is  not  common.  The  abscesses 
and  masses  in  the  pelvis  formerly  looked  upon  as  cellulitis  are 
almost  without  exception  contained  within  the  peritoneal  cavity ; 
where  the  abscess  does  exist  in  the  cellular  tissue,  it  is  generally  an 
extension  from  a  focus  of  suppuration  in  the  peritoneum.  It  is 
said  that  in  acute  puerperal  cases  the  infection,  at  times,  extends  by 
way  of  the  lymphatics  directly  into  the  cellular  tissue,  and  results 
iu  the  formation  of  a  true  cellulitis  and  a  true  primary  cellular- 
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tissue  abscess.  Examples  of  such  cases  have  from  time  to  time 
been  placed  on  record  by  reliable  authorities,  but  they  must  be  of 
exceedingly  rare  occurrence,  as  the  writer  during  the  course  of 
many  hundreds  of  cceliotoniies  has  failed  to  find  a  single  exam- 
ple of  the  condition.  In  no  case,  except  in  suppurating  cysts, 
has  a  pelvic  al>scess  been  observed  which  was  not  iutraperitoneal, 
in  the  sense  that  it  had  originally  developed  in  the  peritoneal 
cavity. 

These  pelvic  abscesses,  whether  of  peritoneal  or  celhilitic  origin, 
are  extremely  apt  to  burrow  their  way  to  the  surface  and  discharge 
their  contents  in  a  more  or  less  irregular  manner.  They  have  been 
known  to  empty  themselves  into  the  rectum,  vagina,  and  bladder. 
The  umbilicus,  the  saphenous  opening,  the  pelvic  floor,  the  labia, 
the  pelvic  foramina,  have  all  served  as  means  of  passage  for  the 
pus.  Cases  have  even  been  reported  where  the  pus  has  burrowed 
through  the  connective  tissue  to  the  iliac  fossa,  and  from  thence  to 
the  diaphragm,  finally  rupturing  into  the  lung.  The  spontaneous 
evacuation  of  pus  by  any  of  these  sources,  although  a  proportion 
of  sucli  cases  go  on  to  a  good  recovery,  is  a  disaster,  and  the  danger 
of  such  a  result  is  one  of  the  clearest  of  indications  for  the  adoption 
of  vigorous  measures  to  ensure  its  prevention.  The  usual  course 
of  a  case  after  such  a  mishap  is  a  prolonged  convalescence — just  as 
commonly  a  long  invalidism,  followed  by  death.  The  sinus-tracks 
are  long  and  irregular,  and  the  abscess -cavities  very  incomi>letely 
drained.  In  the  case  of  the  rectum  and  the  bladder  the  cavity  is 
continually  contaminated  by  the  contents  of  these  organs,  and  an 
already  bad  condition  is  rendered  worse. 

Symptoms. — These  vary  in  accordance  with  the  anatomical  parts 

icked  and  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation. 

The  amount  of  suffering  incurred  by  the  patient  will  vary  from 
a  matter  of  slight  discomfort  to  agony  which  is  quite  beyond 
description.  There  is  no  death  from  which  a  woman  may  die 
which  is,  in  all  its  features,  more  distressing  than  a  death  from 
peritonitis,  especially  an  acute  septic  peritonitis.  The  symptoms 
of  each  of  the  parts  attacked  are  in  many  res|)ects  similar.  The 
involvement  of  almost  all  the  tissues  of  the  jxdvis  follows  as  a 
complication  wherever  the  brunt  of  the  attack  may  fall.  In  other 
words,  one  tissue  is  seldom  involved  without  all  being  more  or  less 
included  ;  consequently  the  symptoms  which  would  be  induced  by 
the  attack  of  one  tissue  are  present  at  the  game  time  with  thoee 
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which  would  be  induced  by  the  involvement  of  any  or  all  the  other 
tissues. 

There  are  three  symptoms  which  are  present  in  greater  or  leas 
degree  in  ahnont  all,  if  not  quite  ail,  cases  of  pelvic  iudammatioD8. 
Pain,  hemorrhage,  and  uterine  discharges  usually  dominate  all 
other  factors  in  cases  in  which  suppuration  has  not  supervened. 
Naturally,  the  temperature  and  pulse  play  a  conspicuous  part. 
When  suppuration  occurs,  all  the  symptoms  of  septicemia  are 
added  to  those  already  existing.  In  addition,  symptoms  referable 
to  special  organs  and  due  most  frequently  to  sympathy  and  reflex 
influences  become  at  times  prominent. 

Salpingitis. — In  acute  or  chronic  catarrhal  salpingitis  the  symp- 
toms are  seldom  suflieiently  prominent  to  give  rise  to  any  suspicion 
that  there  is  such  a  disease  present.  In  the  acute  form  the  patient 
will  most  probably  feel  a  condition  of  general  malaise,  have  some 
backache,  with  a  possible  headache;  there  may  be  a  slight  increase 
of  the  discharge  coming  from  the  vagina.  No  noticeable  change 
takes  place  in  the  menstrual  function,  for  the  reason  that  this  is 
alreaily,  in  all  probability,  disordered  from  a  pre-existing  endo- 
metritis, and  the  lesion  in  the  tube  is  too  slight  to  add  anything 
perceptible  to  the  result.  If  at  this  time  the  temperature  and 
pulse  should  be  taken,  the  one  would  be  slightly  elevated,  the 
other  accelerated.  No  doubt  in  every  acute  case  these  symptoms 
are  present  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  but  in  almost  every  instance 
the  attack  is  so  slight  that  it  is  passed  over  without  notice,  and  the 
tlisease  has  soon  settled  itself  down  into  a  8ul)acuteor  chronic  form: 
in  this  condition  the  symptomatology  is  even  slighter  than  in  the 
acute  form.  The  disease  is  so  constantly  associated  with  endo- 
metritis, being,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  almost  always  an  extension  of 
the  uterine  inflammation,  that  the  symptoms  of  the  primary  dis- 
ease are  a  great  factor  in  obscuring  those  of  the  salpingitis.  The 
fact  that  the  disease  has  existed  at  all  is  usually  only  discovered 
when  its  results  are  made  manifest.  It  is  from  this  form  of  the 
pelvic  inflammation  that  hydrosalpinx  arises. 

HfjdromJpinx. — The  distension  of  the  Fallopian  tube  with  serum 
frequently  exists  without  giving  rise  to  any  symptoms  whatever. 
If  the  resulting  tumor  is  not  very  large — and  usually  it  does  not 
reach  a  size  greater  than  that  of  a  Messina  orange,  although  occa- 
sional cases  are  reported  of  enormous  size — there  is  no  particular 
reason  tliat  it  should  cause  any  disturbance.     When  it  does  su,  it 
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will  most  generally  be  found  that  an  inflammation,  slight  or  otlier- 
wise,  has  invaded  the  peritoneum,  and  that  whatever  tjymptonis  are 
present  will  be  due  in  great  part  to  tlie  local  |ieritoniti8.  Adhe- 
sions may  result  or  not,  this  bfitig  determined  by  the  character  of 
the  [)eritonitis.  Should  inflammation  of  the  serous  membrane 
complicate  the  case,  it  will  give  rise  to  pain,  either  slight  or 
quite  severe  according  to  the  grade  of  inlinmmation  and  the  extent 
of  the  adhesions,  Leucorrheal  discharges  are  apt  to  enter  as  a 
factor  into  the  case;  the  (iischarge  is  of  a  whitish  character,  and 
eeldom  if  ever  assumes  a  mucu-purulent  form.  Should  the  dis- 
charge be  muco-purulent,  it  is  evident  that  it  originates  from  the 
endometrial  inflammation,  and  is  not  merely  due  to  the  congestion 
caused  by  slight  Incal  peritonitis.  Menstrual  disturbance  is  apt  to 
be  present,  as  is  the  case  with  most  examples  of  pelvic  inflamma- 
tion ;  the  flow  is  apt  to  occur  too  frequently  and  to  be  profuse. 

Henmlomlpinx — Should  the  exudate  from  tiie  raucous  membrane 
of  the  Fallopian  tubes  take  on  a  bloody  character  and  the  openings 
of  the  tube  become  occhuled,  the  result  is  an  hematosalpinx,  Tlie 
symptoms  of  this  disease  differ  in  no  way  from  those  of  the  hvtlro- 
salpinx,  or  those  of  the  adlierent  adpingitis  which  will  be  described 
later.  As  in  the  latter  disease,  the  greatest  amount  of  its  symp- 
tomatology is  derived  from  the  peritoneal  involvement,  and  as  the 
extension  of  the  ititiamniution  to  the  serous  membrane  is  of  aboui 
equal  occurrence  in  both,  the  symptoms  are  usually  the  same. 

Jntcrditial  Snlpinyiiis  and  Ovaritu. — The  name  is  given  this 
form  of  pelvic  inflammation  for  want  of  a  better  one  by  which  to 
designate  it.  It  is  meant  to  include  all  forms  of  inflammation  of 
the  Fallopian  tul>es  and  ovaries,  excepting  tliose  mild  ones  described 
under  the  name  of  catarrhal  .saljiingitis  and  those  described  under 
tubercular  salpingitis,  Leucorrheal  discharge  will  be  the  first  in- 
dication of  the  trouble,  and  this  will  be  quickly  followed  by  pain. 
The  vaginitis  and  endometritis  which  precede  the  salpingitis  will 
have  been  ushered  in  with  muco-purulent  discharge.  These  dis- 
charges continue  when  the  Fallopian  tnl)e  In-comes  involved,  ami 
the  only  tlifference  then  to  be  noted  is  that  there  is  atided  to  them 
the  tlisclnirges  from  the  tubes.  This  a«ldition  is  not  suflicient  under 
ordinary  circnm.stances  to  be  perceptible.  Should  the  tubal  dis- 
charges accunndate  and  distend  the  tube,  it  not  infrequently 
occurs  that  the  ol)struction  at  the  uterine  end  finally  gives  way, 
and  there  is  consequently  a  gush  of  muco-purulent  matter  from 
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tlie  utenitj  ami  vagina.  One  raust  be  ou  his  guard,  however, 
against  thiri  symptom  iis  indicative  of  an  over-distension  of  the  tul)e 
and  its  spontaneous  discharge  into  the  uterus.  This  is  presumed  to 
be  one  of  tlje  nietliods  Nature  lias  of  curing  pyosalpinx,  and  one 
which,  if  we  are  to  believe  all  the  reports  in  the  literature  of  this 
subject,  is  extremely  common.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  jjucIi  a 
liajjpy  termination  does  occur  in  some  few  cases,  but  their  frequency 
is  questionable.  The  symptom  oftentimes  only  exi-st.s  in  the  mind 
uf  the  attendant  and  the  ]>atient,  and  is  duo  for  the  most  part  to 
faulty  observation.  Some  slight  temporary  ubstruction  arises  in  the 
cervical  canal,  and  the  discharges  accumulate  in  the  uterus,  only  to 
be  expelled  as  the  patient  assumes  a  favorable  position  ;  or,  what  is 
more  common,  there  is  an  accumulation  in  the  posterior  cul-de-sac 
of  the  vagina,  with  a  suUsequent  discharge  on  certain  movements  of 
the  woman  favorable  to  their  expulsion.  The  symptom  is  most  apt 
to  occur  in  women  who  are  confined  to  bed,  the  recumbent  position 
favoring  such  a  condition.  Leucorrheal  discharges  are  common  to 
all  inflammatory  ur  congestive  conditions  of  any  or  all  of  the  pel- 
vic organs.  They  are  therefore  nut  at  all  diagnostic,  and  are  only 
of  value  as  corroborative  evidence.  Their  character  varies  as  tliey 
are  mixed  or  not  with  infection.  The  purely  congestive  discharges 
— such,  for  example,  as  precede  menstruation  and  accompany  preg- 
nancy— are  of  a  milky-white  character:  those  wliich  accompany 
gonorrheal  infection  or  puerperal  septicemia  assume  a  muco-puru- 
lent  character.  It  is  this  latter  kind  of  discharge  which  almost 
always  accoinpanies  adherent  salpingitis.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is 
a  combination  of  tiie  excretions  of  the  tubes,  uterus,  and  vagina, 
and  is  made  up  of  the  suppurating  inflammatory  eff'usions,  mucous 
and  e{»ithelial  cells.  The  discharge  is  frequently  acrid,  and  causes 
a  (iruritus  of  the  vulva.  Pruritus  is  not  as  common  a  symptom 
in  these  inflammatory  diseases  as  we  would  be  led  to  imagine  from 
the  amount  of  the  discharges,  their  acridity,  and  the  constancy  with 
which  they  exist.  So  int'requeiitly  does  it  occur,  in  fact,  that  a  grave 
<l(<ubt  arises  as  to  whether  the  pruritus  is  ever  due  to  the  discharge. 
Leucorrhea  is  as  apt  to  appear  in  the  same  amount  where  the  inflam- 
mation has  attacked  the  tube  alone  as  where  the  whole  pelvic  peri- 
toneum is  involved. 

Pain  is  a  constant  companion  of  the  pelvic  inflammatory  dis- 
eases. It  varies  in  intensity  with  the  tissues  involved  and  the  extent 
of  the  process.     In  cases  of  adherent  salpingitis  and  ovaritis  ii  id 
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usuully  located  in  one  or  both  iliac  regions,  at  times  extending 
down  the  thighs,  and  is  frequently  accompanied  by  backache.  It 
is  severe  or  not  as  the  utUiek  ia  an  acute  or  chronic  one.  Its  cha- 
racter is  variable,  fnrni  a  dull,  heavy  backache  to  a  sharp,  huicinat- 
ing  iliac  ]>ain,  which  ttoe**  nut  come  and  go,  but  remains,  for  the 
most  part,  constant.  Often  it  is  due  more  to  the  irritation  of  the 
advancing  inflammation  than  to  any  real  involvement  of  the  tubid 
or  ovarian  tissue.^.  It  i.s  no  infre(|uent  thing  in  gonorrheal  or  puer- 
peral endometritis  to  fintl  that  the  iliac  pain  disappears  after  a 
thorough  curetteinent  of  tlie  uterus,  proving  that  the  iuHammation 
has  not  yet  passed  beyond  the  uterine  cavity.  The  sharp  pains  are 
mostly  due  to  peritoneal  involvement,  and  are  a  fairly  sure  indiai- 
tion  that  this  membrane  has  been  invaded  by  the  actual  iuilanima- 
tion,  or  at  least  is  irritated  by  its  near  apjtroach,  Tiie  ovarian 
involvement  is,  however,  responsible  for  a  fair  share  of  the  condi- 
tion. The  dull,  heavy  pains,  as  the  backache,  are  most  probaldy 
produced  by  the  infiltration  of  all  the  tissues  with  inflammatory 
products ;  poasibly  sonu'  of  the  elements  of  the  peritoneal  pain  are 
added  as  a  factor.  Motion  or  pressure  of  any  kind  will  aggravate 
tliis  symptom.  An  over-distended  bowel  or  bladder  gives  more  or 
less  distress,  and  the  contraction  incident  to  the  emptying  of  either 
of  them  causes  considerabte  sufll'ering.  Walking,  riding,  or  jarring 
from  any  cause  calls  forth  this  complaint:  even  the  erect  position 
may  be  uncomfortable  or  unbearable. 

Menstrual  disturbances  are  univei-sal.  As  a  rule,  menstruation 
appears  too  frequently,  every  iwo  or  every  three  weeks,  and  lasts 
from  the  usual  time  to  eight  or  ten  days :  occasional  aises  last  for 
as  long  as  two  weeks.  It  is  important  in  weighing  this  symptom 
to  inqiiire  carefully  into  the  past  menstrual  history.  Not  uueoiu- 
monly,  women  present  themseves  for  treatment  in  whom  a  frequent 
and  prdlotjged  menstniatinn  is  natural,  and  this  comlition  must  not 
be  confonmieil  with  a  pathological  one.  Where  the  How  lias  form- 
erly been  fluid,  under  the  altered  condition  it  is  apt  to  become 
clotted  and  dark.  The  function  is  accompanied  by  pain,  which 
may  appear  some  days  before  the  flow  and  last  several  days  after 
it  has  ceased.  Like  all  the  other  symptoms,  this  one  is  variable, 
and  in  not  a  few  cases  the  flow  is  scant  rather  than  profuse.  Scatity 
menstruation  is  the  exception  in  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  Fal- 
lopian tubes,  but  that  it  d(X^  exist  is  nndoubte<l.  Suppuration  of 
the  exudates  and  an  accumulation  of  pus  in  the  tubes  has  no  \^y\ 
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perceptible  influence  upon  these  symptoms.  Pain,  liemorrhage,  and 
lemcorrheal  discharges  seem  to  depend  largely  upon  the  amount 
and  character  of  the  involvement  of  the  serous  membrane;  cer- 
tainly jKiin  is  almost  absohitely  dominated  by  this  factor;  possibly 
the  alteretl  mucous  membranes  have  the  most  influence  U[X>u  the 
other  two  symptoms.  Tlie  three  symptoms  <;rouped  together  iti 
conjunction,  with  a  history  of  gonorrheal  infection  or  of  post-puer- 
peral septicemia,  are  highly  suggestive,  and  yet  not  much  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  a  diagnosis  based  upon  this  data.  The  three 
symptoms,  alune  or  groupe<l  together,  accompany  almost  every 
disease  to  which  the  pelvic  organs  of  the  female  are  heir.  These 
symptoms,  however,  taken  in  conjunction  with  certain  local  condi- 
tions, establish  the  diagnosis  almost  certainly. 

As  in  all  inllamniations,  the  temperature  and  pulse  are  affected. 
Usually  neither  of  them  rises  to  any  very  great  extent.  During  the 
first  few  days  of  the  acute  attack  they  may  botli  be  elevated  consid- 
erably above  100°.  As  seen  in  tlie  subacute  or  chronic  condition, 
it  is  rather  uucommou  to  note  any  great  deviation  from  the  nurmul 
where  suppuration  has  not  occurred  or  where  the  peritoneum  is 
onlv  slightly  or  not  at  all  involved.  If  the  attack  has  been  ushered 
in  with  a  chill  or  rigor,  it  is  almost  certain  that  either  one  of  these 
two  conditions  e-xists.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  peritonitis  and  cellulitis 
almost  always  accompany  ami  cuniplicate  the  salpingitis,  and  conse- 
quently the  symptoms  of  the  two  conditions  always  commingle. 

The  tendency  of  inflammation  near  or  about  the  bowel  is  to  in- 
hibit peristaltic  action,  and  constipation  is  the  rule.  As  constipation  is 
almost  the  natural  condition  of  women,  however,  it  adds  little  to  our 
diagnostic  resources.  On  the  other  hand,  the  bladder  becomes  irri- 
table under  the  same  condition,  and  the  pre.sence  of  the  urine  cauAeo 
a  fre4|uerit  ilesire  of  the  bladder  to  empty  itself.  Frequent  mictu- 
rition and  constipation  are  common  s^Muptoms.  Any  irritation  in 
the  pelvis  seems  to  give  rise  to  gastric  disturbances,  and  the  iuflam- 
matory  diseases  are  no  exception.  Symptoms  of  dyspepsia,  espe- 
(lecially  flatulence,  are  very  common,  and,  in  fact,  at  times  give  rise 
to  more  distress  than  the  symptoms  referable  more  directly  to  the 
pelvic  lesions.  Distension  of  the  intestines  with  gas  occasions  con- 
siderable pain  at  times — a  pain  which  comes  and  goes,  and  which  is 
distinctly  different  frotn  the  inflammatory  pains. 

Pt/osa/pinz  (uul  Ovarian  Abscess. — Should  the  inflammation  pn»p- 
resa  to  suppuration,  many  of  the  symptoms  are  apt  to  become  exag- 
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geraled,  and  in  achlition  there  is  added  the  condition  of  sepsis. 
The  woman  begins  to  suffer  from  cold  creeps,  chills,  or  even  a  rigor; 
the  temperature  becomes  elevated,  ranging  from  100°  to  104°,  or 
even  higher;  the  pnlse  rises  rapidly,  and  varii-.s  from  iOO  to  140  or 
more  beats  to  the  uiiuute.  The  aWomen  ii)ecomes  swollen,  due  to 
distension  by  gas,  the  walls  hard,  unyiehling,  and  exceedingly  ten- 
der to  the  touch.  The  skin  surface  may  Ijecome  cold  and  clammy, 
the  appetite  destroyed,  tlie  sleep  restless  and  unrefreshing.  A  gene- 
ral feeling  atifl  appearance  of  dulness,  or  even  stupor,  may  super- 
vene. The  |>ain  is  more  persistent  and  intensified,  and  is  apt  to 
aasinne  a  more  or  less  deep,  throbbing  character.  As  time  passes  the 
woman's  general  condition  gradually  grows  more  and  more  serious. 
She  loses  many  pauiuls  of  flesh  and  hecoraes  greatly  emaciated  ;  her 
face  has  a  distressed  and  shrunken  appearance ;  her  nervous  }*ys- 
tem  Ijeeomes  shattered ;  she  may  or  may  not  be  confined  to  her  bed. 
It  might  easily  be  concluded  from  these  remarks  that  no  great  reli- 
ance could  l»e  placed  upon  symptomatology  in  the  diagnosis  of 
inHammatory  tubal  disease.  Such  is,  in  truth,  the  fact.  It  is  abso- 
Intely  necessary  that  the  physical  signs  be  determined  by  vaginal 
examination  before  the  truth  can  be  ascertaine<l. 

Peritonitis. — The  symptoms  attributable  to  this  disease  are  a 
combination  of  those  ])roduced  by  the  inflammation  of  all  the  other 
parts  of  the  pelvis.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  main  symptoms  attrib- 
utable to  pelvic  inflammatory  cases  are  j)roduced  by  the  inflamma- 
tion of  the  serous  membrane.  Many  of  the  symptoms  descrit>ed 
under  different  forms  of  .salpingitis  originate  in  or  are  increased  by 
the  |)eritoniti8.  Inasmuch  as  ]>eritonitis  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
complicates  the  inflammations  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  the  sy«n)il(>m8 
are  practically  tlie  same,  their  severity  depending  much  ujton  the 
extent  of  the  lesion.  If  only  the  peritoneum  covering  the  Falhv 
pian  tulw  be  involved,  then  the  symptoms  will  be  similar  to 
those  already  described.  AVhen  the  whole  pelvic  peritoneum  is 
invaded,  the  pain  is  more  acute;  the  temperature  and  pulse  are 
more  markedly  elevated;  the  patient  lies  more  comfortably  with 
the  knees  drawn  uj>,  fur  the  reason  that  it  relaxes  the  abdominal 
muscle  and  takes  away  a  considerable  amount  of  the  intra-abdomi- 
nal pressure;  the  expression  of  the  face  is  apt  to  be  distressed ;  the 
abdominal  muscles  rigid  and  fixed;  the  whole  alKlomen  tender  to 
the  touch ;  the  intestines  distetuled  with  gases,  rendering  the  belly 
lymjwnitic;  the  aj)petite  abolished  and  sleep  impossible.     Consti- 
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padon  U  absolute  and  thore  are  eructiitions  from  the  stomach.  Such 
is  a  fairly  typical  ilescriptioii  of  a  severe  attack  of  pelvic  peritonitis. 
There  are,  in  adcUtiou,  all  the  syniptoms  present  whicU  have  beeu 
enumerated  as  accompanying  inflammation  of  the  Fallopian  tube, 
together  with  those  present  when  the  cellular  tissue  is  involved  ; 
which  is  generally  the  case.  Sliould  suppuration  of  the  exudates 
occur,  there  will  lie  added  the  symptoms  of  septicemia.  The  difTer- 
enc«  of  these  symptoms  from  those  arising  in  a  suppurating  salpin- 
gitis will  be  more  of  degree  than  of  kind.  In  the  jibscess  forming 
in  the  abdominal  cavit)',  either  as  a  small  j)acket  in  the  midst  of 
the  lymjtli  or  as  a  general  abscess  of  the  whole  pelvic  cavity,  the 
absorption  b  apt  to  be  niore  rapid  than  if  confined  to  the  Fallo- 
pian  tube. 

CeUuUtis. — The  symptoms  attributable  to  this  disease  are  indis- 
tinguishable from  those  of  peritonitis.  The  two  affections  go  liantl 
in  hand,  and  any  attempt  to  classify  their  symptoms  would  only  be 
theoretical.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  cannot  Ije  distinguished 
clinically.  A  simple  infiltration  of  the  cellular  tissue  with  intlara- 
matory  products  would  jiroduce  no  other  symptom  than  possibly 
a  feeling  of  weight  and  fulness,  but  this  discomfort  would  be  so 
overshadowed  by  tlie  severe  suffering  from  the  peritonitis  as  hardly 
to  be  noticed.  In  those  rare  cases  in  which  jirimary  abscesses 
occur  in  the  cellular  ti.ssue,  following  or  accompanying  the  puer- 
perium,  nothing  distinctive  is  noticed  until  suppuration  occurs, 
and  then  the  symptoms  are  simply  those  of  septicemia.  An  attempt 
to  classity  and  compare,  for  differential  purposes,  the  symptoms 
of  cellulitis  and  peritonitis  is  of  no  more  than  problematic  value ; 
it  is  of  no  practical  benefit.  Clinically,  the  two  afll'ections  are 
indistinguishable,  for  the  reason  that  they  always  complicate  one 
another,  and  their  .symptoms  are  so  closely  interwoven.  The 
symptoms  of  the  cellulitis,  which  is  mostly  secondary,  are  few  and 
unimpurtiint  and  are  completely  overshadowed  by  the  far  more 
im()ortant  and  severe  symptoms  of  the  peritonitis,  the  primary 
disease. 

Physical  Signs. — In  an  attack  of  pelvic  infl;imtiiatiitn  there 
is  always  a  fairly  regular  routine  followed,  and  the  results  are 
essentially  the  same,  differing  only  in  degree.  Every  case  is  ia 
this  respect  a  law  unto  itself,  and  in  no  two  of  them  are  the  Fallo- 
pian tubes  and  ovaries  equally  degenerated  and  distended,  nor  are 
they  always  found  in  the  same  position.     The  physical  signs  are  so 
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cli^elv  interwoven  that  ail  the  eleinentii  must  be  considered  together 
if  thev  are  to  be  viewed  to  the  best  advantage. 

Catarrhal  Salpingitis. — Pliysieal  signs  are  entirely  absent.  Tliere 
is  no  iiiHhriitiiin  of  tin-  tnbe-walls,  and  no  [leritonitlKor  cellulitis,  with 
attendant  exmhite  of  lymph  anil  intlltrulion  of  inflammatory  pro<l- 
ucts.  The  Fallopian  tube  is  ahnost,  if  not  entirely,  as  soft  as  in 
its  norraul  condition,  and  if  there  is  any  enlargement  it  is  simply 
due  to  a  mild  congestion.  For  practical  purposes  it  may  l>e  con- 
sidered tlnit  in  the  average  woman  of  ordinary  size  tlie  Fallopian 
tube  cannot  be  palpated.  Sueii  may  be  said  also  to  be  the  case  in 
catarrhal  salpingitis. 

Hydrosalpinx. — In  this  form  of  the  disease  the  uterus  may  or 
may  not  be  freely  movable.  Most  frequently  it  is  movable,  as  the 
Fallopian  tube  is  either  not  atlhereut  or  so  lightly  so  as  not  to 
affect  the  womb.  The  moliility  of  the  uterus  in  health  varies  so 
much  that  it  is  often  dillicult  to  decide  whether  or  not  it  is 
impaired.  Moat  frequently,  both  Fallopian  tubes  are  involved, 
althousrh  it  is  no  unusual  thinj;  to  find  onlv  one  side  affected.  I>v 
deep  palpation  to  the  sides  of  the  womb  a  cystic  tumor,  varying 
in  size  and  shajne,  will  be  felt.  The  tumor  is  elongated,  and  c:ni 
be  traced  with  the  finger  from  the  side  of  the  pelvis  to  the  uterine 
cx)rnua.  It  is  distinctly  felt  to  be  free  from  the  uterus  anti  inde- 
pendent of  that  orgau.  Usually,  a  sulcus  can  be  recognized  between 
the  two.  The  examination  may  simply  disclose  a  large  cystic  tumor 
with  nriihing  characteristic  about  it ;  in  either  case  the  growth  may 
b(>  fixed  bv  adhesions  and  rendered  immovable,  or  it  mav  readilv 
be  displaced  in  any  direction.  The  opjiosite  side  may  be  founil  in 
the  same  condition,  or  the  examination  may  disclose  nothing  as 
regards  its  involvement.  It  is  ofteu  found  in  a  state  of  simple 
catarrhal  salpingitis. 

Very  mn(4i  the  .^ame  can  be  sai<l  in  rt^^ard  to  that  plia.se  of  the 
disease  in  which  the  tube  is  di.stended  with  blood,  as  has  been  said 
of  hydrosalpinx.  Hematosalpinx  has  no  distinguishing  features. 
It  differs  from  hydrosalpinx  only  in  that  it  is  apt  to  be  smaller, 
with  thicker  walls,  an<i  more  likely  to  be  adherent,  and  conse- 
quently immovable.  The  affection  is  mt)st  usually  unilateral, 
and  is  often  complicated  on  the  opposite  side  by  an  interstitial 
llpingitis. 

When  the  walls  of  the  Fallopian  tube  are  infiltrated  with 
inflammatory  products  and   its  peritoneal   covering   involved,  au 
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exuminatiou  of  the  pelvis  will  reveal  a  condition  depending  ui)fm 
the  severity  of  the  attack  and  the  extent  of  its  advance.  The  uterus 
will  be  found  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  immovable,  as  well  as  en- 
larged. It  will  be  adherent  in  a  displaced  position  or  not,  depending 
upon  its  location  in  the  pelvis  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  inilam- 
iniitiou.  In  the  milder  attacks  the  Fallopian  tubes  will  be  easily 
felt  to  the  sides  of  the  womb  as  hard,  elongated  cords,  adherent, 
immovable,  and  extremely  painful  to  the  touch.  The  organ  can 
readily  be  traced  to  tlie  uterine  cornua,  and  a  sulcus  may  be  felt  be- 
tween the  two.  The  ovaries  will  be  found  about  halfway  between 
the  pelvic  wall  and  tlie  uterus  on  eitlier  side,  enlarged,  hard,  and 
adherent.  The  size  of  the  tube  and  ovary,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
uterus,  will  depend  u|>on  the  amount  of  involvement  of  the  cellular 
tissue,  but  more  particuhirly  ujion  the  extent  of  involvement  of  the 
peritoneum  and  the  amount  of  lymph  thrown  out.  A  Fallopian 
tube  and  ovary  which  together  appear  in  situ  to  be  as  large  as  a 
four-ounce  bottle  will  not  infrequently  be  found,  on  removal,  not 
more  than  two  (»r  three  times  the  natural  size:  the  remainder  of  the 
bulk  is  found  to  have  been  made  up  of  plastic  lympli,  which  is  lo 
a  great  extent  destroyed  as  the  adhesions  are  broken  up.  The  size 
of  the  womb  is  also  at  times  moi"e  iipparent  than  real,  the  enlarge- 
ment being  also  due  to  the  surrounding  lymph.  For  the  most  part, 
however,  the  womb  is  actually  enlarged  by  the  inflammatory  inGl- 
trate  into  its  walls,  brought  about  by  the  primary  endometritis.  Aa 
often  as  not  the  uterine  appendages  are  displaced,  and  may  be  found 
in  any  part  of  the  pelvis.  Both  tubes  aud  both  ovaries  have  been 
observed  on  the  same  side,  the  one  ovary  being  iiisj>laced  in  some 
manner,  and  found  directly  adherent  on  top  of  the  opposite  one.  Not 
infrequently,  when  the  uterus  is  retrodisplaced,  either  one  or  both 
appendages  will  be  found  posterior  to  this  organ,  and  so  high  up 
as  to  be  out  of  reach ;  they  are  consequently  often  overlooked. 
The  di-sesise  is  generally  bilateral,  and  the  same  condition  can  be 
felt  on  both  sides ;  at  times,  however,  it  is  only  unilateral.  When 
there  is  acute  involvement  of  the  whole  of  the  peritoneum  on  the 
floor  of  the  pelvis,  as  well  as  of  the  connective  tissue  underlying 
it,  a  sensation  of  fulness  in  all  directions  will  be  felt,  its  hardness 
depending  upon  the  amount  of  infiltration  and  the  chronicity  of 
the  case. 

Should  the  tubes  and  ovaries  be  distended  with  pus,  they  will 
be  found  on  palpation    in  much  the  same  condition  as  tliat  just 
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descrHjed.  If  tlie  pus  be  present  in  considerable  quantities,  the 
mab-ses  may  fluctuate  or  give  to  the  touch  a  sensation  of  softness, 
and  in  very  exceptional  eases  may  feel  not  unlike  ordinary  cysts. 
Siiould  small  abscesses  exist  in  the  lymph  or  connective  tissue 
surrounding  the  uterine  appendages,  they  cannot  be  detected. 
When  these  intraperitoneal  absce.'jse.'!  extend  and  involve  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  pelvis,  advancing  even  into  the  connective 
tissue,  the  whole  pelvic  vault  couveyri  a  hard,  board-like  feeling  to 
the  examining  finger — a  condition  which  extentln  as  far  as  tlie  finger 
in  the  vagina  can  explore.  It  h  not  uncomnujn  to  find  an  infiltrat- 
ing ring  higher  up  about  the  rectum.  This  ring  is  due  to  connec- 
tive-tissue infiltration,  and  does  not  usually  break  down  into  su|>- 
puration.  Through  the  abdominal  widls  a  hard  mass  of  no  detinite 
shape  or  consistency  can  at  times  he  felt,  which  is  made  u|>  for  the 
most  part  by  adherent  intestines  and  omentum.  Ordinarily,  the 
infiltrating  masses  cannot  be  felt  through  the  abdominal  walls 
except  with  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  ether:  only  ia  cases 
of  pelvic  abscess  do  these  large  irregular  masses  rise  into  the 
abdominal  cavity  high  enough  to  be  readily  felt  by  abdominal 
pdpation. 

Diagnosis. — The  establishment  of  the  diagnosis  of  pelvic 
inflammation  is  difiEicult  or  not  according  to  the  stage  at  which 
the  disease  has  advanced  and  according  to  the  virulence  of  the 
infet'tion. 

Catarrhal  Salpingxlia, — It  is  not  possible  to  diagnose  this  form 
of  disease  except  by  inference.  Symptoms  are  so  slight  as  not 
particularly  to  call  the  patient's  attention  to  her  jielvic  organs 
unless  she  be  already  sufTering  from  endometrial  disease;  in  this 
case  the  symptoms  caused  by  the  infection  of  the  uterine  cavity  will 
so  greatly  overshadow  all  those  of  the  salpingitis  that  she  will  have 
no  cause  to  even  suspect  that  her  Fallopian  tube  is  becoming 
involved.  Even  should  the  disea.se  be  suspected,  there  is  uo  way  in 
which  the  suspicion  can  be  verified,  for  the  reason  that  the  Fallo- 
pian tul)e  can  only  he  palpated  in  exceptional  cases,  and  even 
should  it  be  felt,  the  changes  in  its  tissue  are  so  slight  that  they 
could  not  be  tlistinguished  by  the  touch.  L4iter  on,  when  sterility 
is  demonstrated  or  a  hydrosalpinx  is  discovered,  the  relation  of 
cause  and  effect  may  be  seen.  The  sterility  may,  however,  be  caused 
by  intra-uterine  disease,  in  which  case,  until  the  specimen  Iw 
actually  under  the  microscope,  it  is  not  always  possible  to  make  the 
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diiignosis,  even  by  inference.  An  element  of  doubt  would  exist 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  rendering  speculation  or 
theory  absolutely  useless  for  practical  purposes. 

Hydrosalpinx. — It  is  always  possible  to  corae  to  the  conclusion 
in  this  phase  of  the  disease  that  there  is  a  tumor   present  in   the 
pelvis  which  does  not  belong  there.     It  may  even   be  possible  in 
some  cases  to  say  positively  that  this  form  of  the  disease  exists. 
Theoretically  nothing  should   be  easier,  but  practically  many  ele- 
ments combine  to  defeat  the  desired  result.     The  tutuur  C4ujsed  by 
a  hydrosalpinx  is  mostly  unilateral,  and  will  be  found  in  the  posi- 
tion which  should  be  occupied  by  the  Fallopian  tube  and  ovary. 
If  a  tumor  be  found  in  this  position  and  ita  eimracter  be  doubtful, 
an  examination  with  the  patient  under  ether  will  often  clear  up  the 
doubtful  points.    Tlie  walls  of  this  ueojdasm  ;ire  thin  nw]  the  tumor 
tiuctuates.     The  amount  of  fluctuation  will  tlepeutl  largely  upon  the 
size  of  the  growth,  the  consequent  thinness  of  its  walls,  and  upon 
the  number  and  density  of  its  adhesions.     At  times  it  is  entirely 
free  from  adhesions,  and  is  as  freely  movable,  withiti  the  limits  of 
the  mobility  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  as  would   l)e  an   ovariau   cyst. 
Should  the  tumor  be  a  large  one,  it  will  assume  a  rounded  shape 
not  unlike  a  cystic  ovary.     On  the  other  hand,  when  the  tubal  <li8- 
tension  is  limited,  the  resulting  tumor  will  retain  the  elongated, 
tortuous  shape  of  the  Fallopian  tube.     The  principal  diseases  that 
may  lie  mistaken   for  this  condition  are  small  ovarian  cysts,  small 
parovarian  cysts,  lieniatosalpinx,  and  extra-uterine  pregnancy.      In 
hydrosalpinx  the  main  features  in  the  diagnosis  are  the  elongated, 
sausage-like  shape  of  the  tumur ;  the  fact  that  it  can  be  traced  to 
the  uterine  coniua  at  the  position  where  the  tube  would  naturally 
be   found;  the  presence  of  the  ovary  independent  of  the  tumor; 
and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  cystic  growth.     The  ovarian  cyst  is  ulwavs 
rounde<l  in  shape,  and  there  is  no  connection  whatever  between  it 
and  the  uterus.    The  pat'ovariim  cyst  is  a(>t  to  be  much  less  movable, 
and  never  has  the  elongated  shape  of  the  hydrosalpinx  ;  neither  has 
it  any  connection  with  the  uterus  such  as  described. 

It  is  not  possiV)le  to  distinguish  hematosalpinx  by  the  ]>hvsical 
signs,  and  the  symptomatology  is  too  unreliable  to  l>e  trusted.  The 
fact  that  the  blood-tumor  is  more  liable  to  be  adherent  is  not  suf- 
ficiently practical  to  be  of  much  benefit.  Extra-uterine  pregnancy 
can  generally  be  distinguished  by  its  .symptomatology  and  by  watch- 
ing its  behavior  as  it  grows.    It  is  probable  that  more  frequent  mis- 
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takes  will  be  made  in  the  cii-se  of  small  jiatovarian  cysts  than  any- 
thing ebe.  After  all  lias  been  said,  failure  oftener  than  success 
results  in  an  attempt  to  diagnose  hydros^dpinx. 

Ilimatosa/piftx. — What  has  been  said  in  the  cane  of  hydrosalpinx 
is  e(]ii;dly  true  of  this  disease.  The  same  characteristics  of  the 
tumor  exist,  excepting  that  the  hen]utosal|tinx  is  not  apt  to  become 
so  large.  However,  as  there  are  many  cases  of  small  hydrosal[)inx, 
this  point  lias  no  particular  value.  Tlie  tumor  is  elongated  ;  it  is 
Connected  at  the  uterine  cornua,  as  is  the  case  with  the  iionual 
Fallopian  tube  ;  it  fluctuates  more  or  less  satisfactorily  ;  if  the  dis- 
tension be  only  slight,  this  sign  is  worthless.  The  question  of 
adhesions  is  also  of  dubious  advantage,  as  anj  of  the  products  of 
pelvic  inilammation  are  almost  certain  to  be  adherent.  The  one 
sign  which  may  be  of  advantage  in  the  diagnosis  of  either  hemato- 
8Hl})inx  or  hydrosal[unx  is  the  division  of  the  elongated  tumor  into 
com  part  m€'nt.'^,  or  an  apparent  attempt  in  this  direction.  The 
healthy  Fallopian  tnix?  is  so  divided,  and  it  is  fret|uently  the  case 
that  a  tube  distended  by  iluid  cotitents  has  two  or  more  compart- 
ments. These  can  at  times  l»e  appreciated  by  the  touch,  and  in  c^ise 
they  are  u  diagnosis  can  probably  be  arrived  at. 

InterdUial  Salpingitis  and  Onariiis. — Nothing  is  more  deceptive 
than  the  symptoniatnlogy  in  jielvic  inHammations.  A  woman  may 
present  herself  <'()m[)laining  of  all  the  symjitoms  of  disea.sed,  dis- 
organized appendages,  and  yet  an  examination  fail  to  establish  such 
a  diagnosis.  A  patient  may  give  a  history  of  having  been  married 
for  some  years  and  of  having  had  one  or  more  children.  She  has 
remained  in  good  health  until  in  her  last  conjinement  or  miscarriage, 
when  she  has  had  septic  trouble,  indicatetl  l)y  a  swollen  antl  painful 
abiiomen,  together  with  fever.  Or  her  trouble  may  have  Wgun 
with  a  well-marked  attack  of  gonorrhea.  From  this  time  until  she 
consults  her  physician  she  is  not  in  good  health.  Pain  is  a  con- 
tttatit  companion,  being  referred  ty  the  iliac  regions  or  the  back. 
There  is  pain  f)n  coitus,  defeaitinn,  riding  in  the  cars,  walking,  or 
Bitting  down,  and  under  any  cirenmstances  which  will  cause  a  dis- 
placement of  the  pelvic  organs.  The  menstrual  function,  which  wjis 
originally  normal,  is  now  profuse  and  irregular.  Muco-purulent 
discharges  exist ;  the  patient  suffers  from  chilly  feelings  at  times, 
antl  loses  flesh.  The  history  in  such  a  aise  is  complete,  and  if  the 
symptoms  alone  are  depended  upon  to  make  the  diagnosis,  the  most 
skilled  physician  will  probably  be  often  led  astray.     Such  patients 
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continually  report  themselves,  and  si  bimanual  examination  even 
unJer  etlier  fails  to  confirm  a  diagnojvis  of  pyosalpinx  or  of  chronic 
interstitial  salpingitis,  although  the  entire  pelvis  may  be  exquisitely 
tendcn-  to  the  touch.  In  such  cases,  where  the  ahtlomen  has  been 
opentMl  for  exptunition,  the  peritoneum  jiiul  cellular  tissues  have 
freiiuentiy  been  fouml  to  be  healthy,  sis  far  as  a  macroscopical  exam- 
ination could  deteriuine.  It  is  ultogether  unjustifiable  to  send  a 
patient  to  the  operaiing-rooin,  presumably  sufiering  from  the  resulta 
of  pelvic  infl:imniation,  without  first  having  riaade  a  thorough  and 
searching  examination  of  the  |>elvie  organs  by  lamanuai  palpation  ; 
and  if  there  is  any  duubt  as  to  the  existence  of  any  lesion,  the 
examination  should  be  made  with  the  patient  under  ether.  The 
combination  of  the  symptomatology  and  physical  signs  will  gene- 
rally succeed  in  estabiishinjj  a  con-ect  diajrnosis   in   these  disesises. 

^  or? 

However,  unless  one  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  or  ovaries  can  be  pal- 
pated, and  plainly  demonstrated  as  Ijeing  enlarged  and  diseased,  the 
diagnosis  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  established.  The  symptoms 
can  generally  be  traced  to  a  labor,  a  miscarriage,  or  an  attack  t>f 
gonorrhea.  A  very  large  number  of  the  patients  have  had  nn 
*'  inflammation  in  the  stomach,"  or  give  a  history  of  having  had 
typiioid  or  malarial  fever  in  or  following  the  pnerperium  ;  their 
symptoms  Jiave  dated  from  or  about  this  time;  sterility  is  si  prom- 
inent and  coUvStant  feature.  The  principal  indication  of  the  uniltT- 
lying  trouble  is  the  pain  and  the  disordered  menstrual  function,  and 
not  infrequently  there  is  a  history  of  one  or  more  atuicks  of  peri- 
tonitis. A  vaginal  examination  usually  discloses  an  adherent  and 
more  or  less  immovable  uterus.  In  a  goodly  nural)er  of  ca*es,  how- 
ever, the  uterus  will  not  be  found  fixed,  but  movable  within  certain 
limit.s.  An  attempt  to  displace  the  womb  will  elicit  pain,  whether 
it  be  adherent  or  not,  the  pain  being  caused  for  the  most  part  by  the 
dragging  upon  adhesiorii!,  either  those  involving  the  uterus  or  those 
encircling  the  Fallopian  tube  and  ovaries.  The  pain  will  l)e  greater 
or  less  in  proportion  as  the  inflammation  about  the  parts  has 
subsided. 

To  the  right  or  left  on  both  sides  of  the  womb  the  Fallopian 
tubes  and  ovaries  may  be  felt.  The  tube  is  enlarged,  thickened, 
and  adherent.  Attempts  at  displacing  it  result  simply  in  causing 
pain  ;  the  whole  }>elvic  vault  is  tender  when  the  inflammation  ha.s  not 
subside<l.  Tin-  Fallojiian  tubes  will  be  felt  sis  elongated.  U^vrtuoiis 
bodies  in  the  position  of  the  normal  organs,  extending  from   the 
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le  of  the  pelvis  to  the  uterine  cornua.  In  some  cases  the  ovary, 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  prolapsed  tu  u  lower  level  than  that  of  the 
tube,  forms  the  greater  bulk  of  the  mass  presenting  to  the  exnniin- 
ing  finger;  slightly  deeper  palpation  will,  however,  usually  disclose 
the  elongatetl  tube.  Occasionally  it  happens  that  the  uterus  is  retro- 
displaeed,  an<l  the  appendages  are  one  or  both  of  them  twisted  pos- 
terior to  the  fundus,  and,  unless  the  patient  be  under  the  intlnence 
of  ether,  cannot  be  distinguished.  So  closely  attached  are  the 
appendages  at  times  to  the  womh  that  the  whole  niiiss  appears  as 
one  body,  and  it  is  only  by  the  irrejiiilariLv  of  the  mass  and  the 
existence  of  a  sulcus  between  the  diseased  appendage  and  the  womb 
that  the  true  condition  can  be  distinguishe<l.  An  examination  by 
the  rectum  which  iiermits  of  the  examining  finger  being  passed  pos- 
terior to  and  above  the  uterus  and  broad  liiraments  will  often  decide 
these  points,  where  no  definite  conclusion  could  l>e  arrived  at  by  the 
ivmibined  vaginal  ami  abdominal  touch.  In  the  acute  condition, 
where  the  appendages  are  surrountled  I>y  and  buried  in  masses  of 
jx'ritoneal  lymjili  and  the  cellular  tissue  is  involved,  they  will  appeal' 
to  be  of  great  or  imiefinite  size.  The  whole  vaginal  vault  may  be 
so  hard  ami  l>tard~like  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  distingui.sli  the 
appendages  through  the  general  mass  of  lymph.  In  the  more 
chronic  form,  when  the  lymph  and  cellular  exudate  have  in  gn-at 
j)arf  been  absorbed,  the  tube  may  present  it.self  only  as  large  in 
«liameter  as  an  ordinary  lead  pencil.  It  is  not  very  [>robabIe  that 
there  will  be  a  failure  to  diagnose  the  disease,  excepting  where  it 
has  undergone  supjuiration  and  assumes  more  or  less  ilie  character 
<if  a  cvst.  These  enlary;<'d  and  thickened  tubes  and  ov;iries,  ih'nselv 
adherent  and  often  surrounded  by  masses  of  peritoneal  lymph  and 
cellular  exudates,  taken  together  with  the  hi.story  and  symptoms, 
Ciin  hardly  he  misunderstood.  There  are  few  conditions  for  which 
this  disease  is  likely  to  be  mistaken. 

Every  woman  suftering  with  the  lesions  of  a  pelvic  inflamtna- 
tion  is  liable  from  time  to  time  to  have  the  inrtammation  recur. 
Frequently  the  infianimation  never  leavi«  the  parts,  bin.  remains 
as  a  low-grade  chronic  disease,  ready  lo  relight  into  an  acute 
exacerbation  on  the  slightest  jtretext.  In  other  women  it  sub- 
sides entirely  and  the  parts  become  quite  free  from  pain.  In 
such  a  case  there  is  less  likelihood  of  recurring  acute  attacks,  but 
yet  they  «lo  occur.  A  woman  cjirrying  diseased  tubes  and  ovaries 
due  to  pelvic  iufluramatiou  may  be  confined  to  her  bed  as  often 
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as  three  or  four  times  a  yesir,  for  from  two  to  eight  wee^s  at  each 
attack.  Usually  the  recurrence  is  not  so  severe,  and  may  not  hap- 
pen oftener  than  once  every  year  or  two;  others  only  last  a  few 
weeks,  frequently  not  even  coiifiuiug  the  woman  to  bed.  ExpoRure 
to  cold,  excessive  indulgence  in  coition,  violence  on  the  part  of  the 
husband,  working  tread-nuichines,  hard  work  of  a  imndred  and  one 
different  kinds,  generally  determines  the  exacerbation.  During  the 
menstrual  periotl  the  women  are  peculiarly  liable  to  these  attacks. 
The  physiological  congestion  of  menstruation  may  very  readily  be 
turned  into  a  pathological  condition,  and  an  iuHammation  result. 
Women  afflicted  with  pelvic  inflammations  frequently  sufler  from 
attacks  of  apparent  peritonitis  which  simulate  to  a  great  degree  the 
true  inflammation.  The  abrlomen  and  pelvis  at  the  time  of  the 
examination  are  found  to  be  exquisitely  tender,  and  not  infre- 
quently an  investigation  is  rendered  impossible.  By  persisting 
tirndy  but  gently,  at  the  same  time  calling  the  patient's  attention 
to  some  other  object,  a  pelvis  and  abdomen  which  would  barely 
tolerate  the  approach  of  the  hand  may  be  brought  to  bear,  with- 
out any  comjdaint  from  the  patient,  a  very  free  amount  of  manip- 
uliition.  The  hysterical  element  in  these  cases  of  long  suffering  is 
oftentimes  great,  and  it  must  always  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
estimating  the  amount  of  pain. 

Pi/osaipinx  and  Ovarian  Abscess. — Should  suj>puration  intervene, 
there  is  at  once  added  the  element  of  septicemia.  The  tube  may 
contain  but  a  few  drops  of  pus,  in  which  case  the  only  additional 
aid  tn  the  diagnosis  would  be  in  the  special  syujptoms  produced  by 
the  absorption  of  the  pus.  Following  coniinement  or  miscarriage, 
a  woman  may  have  a  slow  and  unsatisfactory  "  get  up,"  or  she  may 
not  get  up  at  all.  Her  temperature  remains  in  the  neighborhood 
of  1(K)°  v.,  while  her  ptdsc-boats  continue  at  about  1(X>  or  more. 
She  has  no  appetite,  suffers  with  puin  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  sleeps  restlessly,  and  has  occasional  creepy  feelings.  This 
condition  keeps  up  for  months,  with  a  progressive  loss  of  flesh — 
slight,  it  is  true,  but  steady.  An  examination  reveals  a  mild  form 
of  pelvic  inflammation,  with  the  usual  lesion  of  the  appendages. 
This  condition,  taken  in  connection  with  the  history,  fairly  estab- 
lishes the  presumption  that  pus  is  present  if  all  other  possible 
sources  of  suppuration  be  excluded,  although  it  is  impossible  to 
detect  fuiy  signs  of  it  by  the  vaginid  examination.  Shouhi  pus 
accumulate  in  any  great  quantity,  the  Fallopian  tube  soon  distends, 
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and  may  at  times  reach  the  size  of  a  large  sausage.  Should  the 
suppuration  occur  in  the  tube,  in  the  lymph  around  the  tube,  or  in 
the  ovary,  there  would  be  little  if  any  diflereiice  in  the  result. 
"Wherever  it  is  located,  if  the  quantity  be  sufliciently  larjije,  the  pel- 
vie  tumor  fiuctuiites  or  the  whole  mass  presents  a  semi-soft  or  boirgy 
feeling.  Not  infrequently  the  tinid  portion  of  the  suppurating  con- 
tents is  absorbed  altogether,  leaving  the  tube  filled  with  u  cheesy 
material  which  may  remain  indefinitely  and  without  causing  any 
particular  disturbance,  other  than  by  the  mere  presence  of  a  foreign 
botly  in  the  jx'lvis.  When  such  a  ease  has  been  coui]>licated  by  an 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum,  the  same  condition  may  remain, 
and  the  patient  suffer  just  as  much  as  though  the  fluid  had  not 
been  absorbed.  Fallopian  tubes  of  this  character  become  at 
times  the  size  of  large  sweet  potatoes.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult 
frequently  to  distinguish  pyosalpinx  and  ovarian  abscess  from 
some  other  pelvic  diseases,  notably  extra-uterine  pregmincy  or 
abscess  located  in  other  [larts  of  the  pelvis.  No  two  pelvic  dis- 
eases are  so  frequently  mistaken  for  one  another  as  pyosalpinx 
and  ectopic  gestation.  A  careful  study  of  the  history  of  the  patient 
is  at  times  essential  to  a  determination  of  the  diflerence,  and  is  (»f 
more  value  than  the  physical  signs.  Extra-uterine  pregnancy  jno- 
duces  symptoms  which,  if  they  can  be  elicited,  are  characteristic, 
but  they  are  so  frequently  modified  that  it  is  tlifficult  to  di.stinguish 
tliem.  The  pain  in  the  two  diseases  may  be  essentially  alike,  at 
least  80  far  as  a  description  of  it  can  be  elicited  from  the  patient : 
the  physical  characteristics  of  the  cysts  are  not  dissimilar,  both  being 
semifluctuant,  located  in  the  siime  position,  of  the  same  shape,  and 
of  about  tlie  same  size  in  tlie  early  stages  of  the  jjregnancy.  The 
uterus  is  enlarged  in  both,  the  menstrual  function  is  disortlered,  and 
the  breast  and  stomach  symptoms  arc  not  infrequently  similar  in 
either  case.  The  casting  oif  of  the  decidual  membrane  is  by  no 
means  a  constantly  demonstrable  feature  of  the  extra-uterine  preg- 
nancy. The  progressive  growth  of  the  tumor,  if  the  patient  be 
kept  under  ol)servation  suttieiently  long,  is  very  suggestive,  if  not 
positive  evidence,  of  ectoftic  ge.-tation, 

Suppuration  contined  to  the  Fallopian  tubes  or  ovary  is  more  sipt 
to  give  a  circumscribed  tumor  than  suppuration  in  the  plastic  lymj)li 
or  connective  tissue.  In  the  case  of  a  pyosalpinx  or  ovarian  tumor 
the  tube-sac  can  be  felt  as  a  distinct  bo<ly,  adherent  nod  imniDvable, 
it  is  true,  but  still  a  circumscribed  tumor,  with  a  distinct  sulcus 
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between  it  and  the  uterus.  The  true  pelvic  abscess  ia  quite  the 
reverse,  and  oftentimes  nothing  definite  can  be  made  out,  only  a 
general  fulness  occupying  the  pelvis  more  or  less,  without  any 
definite  limitations,  and  so  involving  all  the  pelvic  organs  that 
none  of  them  can  be  distinguished.  In  either  case  there  may  or 
may  not  be  fluctuation. 

Cystic  tumors  are  distinguished  from  a  pyosalpinx  or  ovarian 
abwcess  by  the  thickness  of  the  walls  of  the  latter,  the  more  boggy 
feul,  the  septic  symptoms,  and  the  history.  A  tubal  and  ovuriuD 
mass  confined  to  the  pelvis,  fluctuating,  with  thick  walls,  ilensely 
adherent,  painful  on  examination,  with  a  history  of  sepsis,  can 
hardly  be  mistaken  for  anything  but  a  tubal  or  ovarian  abscess 
unless  it  be  an  extra-uterine  pregntincy. 

Pcriioiiilis. — Pelvic  peritonitis  in  women  rarely  if  ever  exists 
without  a  pre-existing  endometritis  and  salpingitis;  among  the 
exceptions  it  has  been  noted  that  an  apj>endicitis  has  occasionally 
been  the  source  of  the  disease.  These  cases  are  rnre,  and  although 
the  vermiform  apjTcndix  bus  not  infrequently  been  Inuiid  in  the  pel- 
vis perforated  and  adherent  to  the  Fallopian  tube  and  ovary,  with 
abscesses  in  the  surrounding  lymph,  yet  it  is  always  a  question  as  to 
whether  the  inflmntnation  stjirted  in  the  Ftdlopian  tnlie  or  in  tlie 
vermiform  appendix.  The  diagnosis  would  rest  in  such  a  case 
almost  entirely  upon  the  history.  Wherever  the  disease  originates, 
the  result  has  been  observed  to  be  the  same  — a  .salpingitis  and  a 
peritonitis.  When  the  symptoms  anil  diagnosis  of  sjdjiingitis  hnve 
been  considered,  about  all  that  c:ui  be  said  about  peritonitis  has  Ik^h 
told,  for  the  reason  that  intlamniatiMn  of  the  Fallopian  tube  and  the 
symptoms  arising  from  the  combined  disease  originate  mostly  in  the 
peritonitis.  A  salpingitis  uncomplicated  by  an  inflammation  of  the 
peritoneum  would  give  rise  to  but  few  syn)[>t()nis.  Such  is  the  case 
with  eatiirrhal  salpingitis,  and  even  with  its  rrsultant  lesion,  hydro- 
salpinx. It  is  the  peritonitis  accompanying  the  salpingitis  that 
causes  the  formation  of  the  large  masses  of  Ivnipb,  the  subsequent 
ailhesions  and  immobility  of  the  organs,  the  pain,  the  ieuoorrheal 
discharges  (in  parti,  the  disonlered  menstrual  function,  and,  in  fact. 
all  the  prominent  symptoms  of  the  liisorder.  The  extent  to  which 
peritonitis  exists  in  any  given  case  is  oftentimes  problematic  and 
can  only  be  guessed  at.  The  whole  ]ielvis  may  be  involved  or  the 
lesion  may  be  limited  to  a  fractional  part  of  it.  The  less  of  tlto 
serous  membrane  involved,  the  less  will  be  the  pain  and  the  fewer 
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the  adhesions.  In  the  iicute  stti^e  of  the  iiiHuiniuation  lymph  is 
thrown  out  about  the  parts  affecteil,  nml  the  eoutiguous  serous  sur- 
faces become  attached  to  one  another.  These  points  can  be  palpated 
and  a  fairly  clear  idea  of  their  extent  obtained.  The  exudated 
lymph  may  becontined  about  the  Fallopian  tubes  or  ovnrie.^,  one  or 
liotli,  or  it  may  be  found  that  the  loops  of  intestine  and  omentum 
overlying  the  pelvic  inlet  have  become  involved,  and  are  adherent 
to  each  other  and  to  the  pelvic  organs.  This  lymph  exudation  and 
adhesion  is  Nature's  method  of  heading  off'  an  intlammatiou  of  the 
Herons  membrnne,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  re|»eated  and  con- 
tinueil  exudation,  as  the  inflammatory  process  overcomes  the  areas 
it  has  (irst  attempted  to  protect,  knuckle  after  knuckle  of  the  intes- 
tine becoming  glued  together  in  front  of  the  advancing  infection, 
until  the  lymph  has  finally  eifectually  stayed  its  progress.  The 
result  in  bad  ciisea  is  an  indurated  ratiss  in  the  lower  portion  of  the 
ahilomen,  overlying  and  dipping  down  into  the  pelvic  inlet.  With 
the  patient's  history  and  the  presence  of  such  a  tumor  it  is  not  hard 
to  realize  the  relation  of  cause  and  eff'eet.  Such  a  mass  is  usually 
more  or  less  tympanitic  and  iiumovable.  Under  treatment,  unless 
suppuration  has  occurred,  these  masses  disapjiear  to  a  great  extent, 
leaving  the  intestine  and  omentum  adherent,  it  is  true,  but  as  the 
lymph  has  been  absorbed  the  mass  hiis  lost  its  hard,  iTuhinited  cha- 
racter, and  has  sLssumed  more  nesulv  the  usual  characteristics  of  the 
soft  intestine.  In  fact,  as  a  distinct  tumor  the  whole  mass  generally 
disappears ;  in  some  cases,  on  the  other  hand,  it  remains  to  the  end. 
Should  suppuration  occur,  this  is  the  usual  course.  Suppuration  of 
the  tubal  contents  is  very  common,  and  is  not  infroquenth'^  associated 
with  a  breaking  down  of  the  peritoneal  lymph  surrounding  tbe 
appendageifl  at  several  points,  resulting  in  the  formation  of  one  or 
more  small  abscesses  about  the  appendages.  These  surrounding 
abecesses  are  commonly  spoken  of  as  occurring  in  the  connective 
tissue,  but  tbey  arise  distinctly  from  aufl  in  the  plastic  lymph.  It 
is  not  jxjssible  to  diagnose  their  existence  prior  to  an  operation  unless 
they  spread  and  become  large  enough  to  overshadow  the  tul>id  or 
ovarian  abscess.  Even  then  it  is  more  than  probable  that  tliey 
would  bt!  mistaken  for  an  abscess  located  in  the  Fallopian  tube  or 
ovary.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do  not  often  become  so  very  large, 
unless  the  infection  has  travelled  fast  and  overcome  the  resistance 
of  the  obstructing  lymph,  forming  a  large  jielvic  abscess — intra- 
j)eritoneal  as  a  matter  of  fact,  as  are  almost  all  tbe  pelvic  abscesses. 
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It  is  possible  at  times  to  say  that  the  pelvic  abscess  exists,  but 
usuaJly  the  distinction  can  only  be  made  between  a  true  pelvic 
abscess  and  a  bad  case  of  pyosalpiox  by  an  experienced  diagnostician, 
the  points  of  difference  being  determined  by  the  physician's  per- 
sonal experience  and  delicacy  of  tactile  sense.  As  a  rule,  where 
there  is  a  large  indurated  mass  rising  into  the  abdominal  cavity  free 
pus  will  be  found  in  the  pelvis;  but  this  is  by  no  means  a  sure 
sign.  When  the  pelvis  is  full  of  free  pus,  the  vjigiual  vault  is  apt 
to  give  a  sense  of  fulness  and  induration  in  all  directions,  as  if  the 
whole  pelvis  were  filled  with  a  solid  m^iss.  This  feeling  extending 
more  or  less  over  the  whole  of  the  pelvic  floor,  none  of  the  pelvic 
organs  can  be  outlined  ;  the  uterus  is  fixed  in  its  position,  whatever 
that  may  be.  Fluctuation  may  or  may  not  be  detected  *  frequently 
the  pelvic  floor  is  so  hard  and  indurated  that  this  sign  is  very  uncer- 
tain- That  a  bad  pelvic  inflammation  has  existed,  and  that  sup- 
puration has  occurred,  are  usually  unmistakable.  Anything  fur- 
ther in  the  line  of  an  exact  diagnosis  must  rest  on  the  particular 
features  of  the  special  case  and  the  physician's  dexterity  and 
experience. 

Cellulitis. — What  has  been  said  about  peritonitis  is  also  true  of 
cellulitis.  A  few  cases  of  this  disease  may  arise  in  puerf^>eral 
patients  by  transmission  of  the  inflammation  along  the  walls  of 
the  lymphatics  and  suppuration  of  the  cellular  tissue.  Such  cases 
are  rare,  and  if  they  do  exist  cannot  be  diagnosed  from  the  intra- 
peritoneal pelvic  abscesses,  those  which  arise  within  the  peritoneal 
sac  from  breaking  down  and  suppuration  of  the  peritoneal  lymph 
and  exudates.  Inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  always  accoui- 
|)anies  a  severe  peritonitis,  and  tlie  two  are  indistinguishable  frora  a 
diagnostic  point  of  view.  The  cellular  tissue  in  the  broad  ligaments 
becomes  involved  in  the  course  of  a  pelvic  inflammation,  the  result 
being  a  distension  of  the  ligament  by  exudates  and  a  destruction  of 
the  cellular  elements  by  the  inflammatory  process.  As  the  inflam- 
mation subsides,  the  ligament  is  contracted  or  destroyed,  which  re- 
sult may  be  recognized  at  a  subsequent  investigation  after  the  case 
becomes  a  chronic  one. 

The  usual  points  of  distinction  between  a  pelvic  cellulitis  and  a 
pelvic  peritonitis,  as  formulated  and  compared  in  all  works  on  gyn- 
ecology, are  misleading  and  worthless.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for 
any  one  to  make  a  practical  distinction  between  these  two  phases  of 
a  common  disease,  and  the  formulse  as  given  only  tend  to  complicate 
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the  imderstanditig  of  what  is  possible  ami  what  is  clinically  true. 
The  difference  ii>  purely  theoretical;  pnicticaUy  and  clinically  tliey 
are  part  and  parcel  of  the  same  disease — viz.  pelvic  inflammation. 
The  cellular  tissue  rarely  suppurates  except  in  conjunction  with  the 
suppuration  of  the  peritoneal  exudates.  When  it  does  break  down, 
it  cannot  be  distinguished,  short  of  operation,  from  other  forms  of 
pelvic  abscess.  The  disease,  except  in  the  form  of  an  abscess,  never 
exists  as  a  chronic  condition  ;  its  resultant  contraction  of  the  broad 
ligament  may  exist  and  be  recognized,  but  the  cellular  inflammation 
has  ended  in  the  acute  attack  by  a  destruction  of  the  connective 
tissue. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  of  pelvic  inflammations  is  variable 
according  to  the  phase  which  the  disease  assumes,  the  character  of 
the  infection,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  treated.  It  may  end  in 
complete  recovery,  permanent  crippling,  or  death.  Catarrlial  sal- 
pingitis usually  undergoes  a  spontaneous  cure,  at  times  with  a  com- 
plete restoration  of  the  tissues  to  their  normal  condition  of  health, 
oftener  after  the  destruction  and  desquamation  of  the  ciliated  epi- 
thelium. Should  the  Falloj)i;ui  tubes  become  occluded  at  any  point, 
sterility  is  an  accomplished  fact,  and  either  a  hydro-  or  heniatosal- 
pinx  a  possibility.  Even  without  occlusion  of  the  Fallopian  tube 
sterility  is  frequent,  from  the  fact  that  the  cilia,  whose  function  it 
is  to  carry  the  ovum  toward  the  uterine  cavity,  are  lost,  and  the 
ovum  may  lodge  at  any  ]>oint  throughout  the  length  of  the  tube, 
and  there  perisih,  or  it  may  be  so  long  delayed  in  its  passage  as  to 
be  too  enfeebled  to  become  impregnated  when  it  meets  the  sperma- 
tozoid.  Extra-uterine  pregnancy  is  commonly  accompanied  by  a 
history  of  kmg-standing  sterility,  and  it  is  this  disease  which  is 
supposed  to  be  the  cause  of  the  misplaced  conception.  The  ovum, 
lodging  in  the  Fallopian  tube,  l)ecomes  impregnated  by  the  sperma- 
tozoid,  and,  not  Ix^ing  able  to  escape  into  the  uterine  cavity,  develops 
in  the  tube. 

If  the  ends  of  the  tube  remain  patulous,  there  is  no  great  danger 
of  an  accumulation  of  the  excretions,  but  should  they  become  closed, 
a  hy<lrosalpinx  is  almost  inevitable,  unless  the  excretions  have 
ceased  or  the  absorptive  powers  of  the  tube  are  equal  to  the  occa- 
sion. Hydrosalpinx  is  not  fraught  with  any  great  danger  to  life, 
and  unless  it  becomes  complicated  by  pelvic  jM?ritonitis  is  not  liable 
to  cause  any  great  discomfort  to  the  patient.  It  would  act  in  much 
the  same  manner  as  would  small  unadhcrent  ovaries.     Should  peri- 
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tonitis  supervene  and  adhesions  result,  the  patient  would  suffer  from 
long-continued  pelvic  distress  and  pains,  and  would  be  liable  to  sec- 
ondary attueks  of  peritonitis,  Heniiitosalpinx  acts  in  much  the  same 
manner,  it  being  more  liable  to  inflammatory  complications.  Inter- 
stitial salpingitis  always  threatens  life,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  always 
compiicaled  by  pelvic  peritonitis.  The  affected  Fallopian  tube  is 
always  occluded,  either  throughout  its  course  or  at  its  distal  end,  by 
the  fimbria  becoming  adherent  to  the  ovary.  If  both  tubes  are  so 
atlected,  sterility  is  certain  and  permanent.  The  amount  of  danger 
to  life  will  depend  in  great  part  ujion  tlie  amount  of  the  complicat- 
ing peritonitis  and  cellulitis.  If  the  infection  has  been  a  particu- 
larly virulent  one,  and  has  escaped  out  of  the  fimbriated  end  of  the 
Fallopian  tube  before  Nature  has  had  an  op]tortunity  to  build  up  a 
wall  of  obstructing  lympii,  it  will  probably  infect  the  larger  |>art  of 
the  pelvic  cavity  before  it.s  course  can  be  stayed :  should  it  escape 
into  the  abdominal  cavity,  a  general  peritonitis  is  likely  to  result, 
and  death  follow.  Puerperal  septic  infection  is  more  liable  to  have 
this  termination  than  gonorrheal  infection,  although  the  latter  claims 
its  fair  share  of  victims.  Women  who  have  acquired  interstitial  sjil- 
pingitis,  and  in  whom  the  disease  has  become  chronic,  are  very  liable 
to  suffer  from  recurrent  attacks  of  peritonitis.  These  attacks  occur 
more  or  less  fVequently  ami  with  more  or  less  severity.  At  any 
time  they  may  develop  into  a  general  peritonitis  and  end  fatally,  or 
suppurative  changes  may  be  set  up  which  will  require  a  surgical 
operation  to  save  the  patient's  life.  As  long  as  they  remain  qui- 
escent they  cause  little  more  damage  than  that  brought  about  by  the 
constant  pain.  On  the  other  hand,  they  may  render  the  patient's 
life  miserable,  the  only  prospect  of  relief  being  either  their  removal 
or  the  menopause.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  change  of  life, 
when  it  becomes  established,  brings  relief  and  cure  to  many  of  these 
women  :  the  disease,  however,  frequently  accompanies  delayed  nien- 
ojiause,  and  is  most  probably  the  cause  of  the  delay.  Spont^ineouH 
cures  other  than  by  the  menopause  are  rare ;  at  the  same  time,  it 
cannot  be  successfully  disputed  that  such  is  the  case  in  a  small  pro- 
portion of  cases. 

Pyosal[)inx  and  ovarian  abscess  are  much  more  liable  to  be  accom- 
panied with  recurrent  attacks  of  peritonitis,  and  are  consequently 
more  serious  lesions,  than  any  of  the  other  forms  of  disease  of  the 
uterine  appendages.  Usually  they  mean  lifelong  invalidism  to  the 
patient  if  she  escapes  primary  death.      Death   is  otleu   the  least 
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of  tlio  conspqiienoes  of  this  lesion.  The  patient  ilrags  along  in  a 
miserable  condition  of  sepsis,  with  its  resulting  fever,  hectic,  and 
emaciation,  until  she  dies  of  exhaustion  or  until  the  abscess  has 
succeeded  in  linding  an  outlet  into  some  of  the  neighboring  vis- 
cera :  even  then  her  htst  state  is  hardly  better  than  her  first. 
Should  the  rupture  occur  into  the  uterus,  a  npiiiitaneous  cure  may 
result,  or  the  tube  may  refill  and  discliarge  repeatedly,  all  the  while 
with  the  chance  of  ita  calibre  becoming  permanently  closed.  Should 
leakage  take  place  from  the  fimbriated  end  into  the  peritoneal  cav- 
ity, a  general  suppurative  peritonitis  may  result,  with  its  usual  end- 
ing. Should,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pus  find  its  way  through  the 
bowel  or  bladder-walls,  a  sinus  will  be  formed  which  will  most  prob- 
ably refuse  to  yield  to  any  treatment  short  of  surgical.  This  disetise, 
at  the  best,  means  a  lifelong  invalidism  to  the  pjitient,  and  is  a  con- 
stant menace  to  hor  life.  Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  absces-ses 
in  the  pelvis  due  to  peritonitis  and  cellulitis.  Those  occurring  pri- 
marily in  the  cellular  tissue,  following  labor,  are  aaid  to  run  a  rapid 
course,  and  generally  end  in  death,  unless  they  are  recognized  and 
provision  made  for  the  discharge  of  the  pus.  Even  with  this  pre- 
caution many  cases  die.  The  same  may  be  said  to  be  true  in  a  less- 
ened degree  of  ordinary  pelvic  abscesses,  although  this  form  is  apt 
to  give  sufficient  time  in  which  the  physician  may  act.  If  these 
abscesses  are  properly  o|>eticd  and  drained,  the  chances  for  the 
patient's  recovery  are  good.  Should  they  be  neglected,  the  woman 
will  either  die  from  the  exhaustion  of  septicemia,  or  the  abscesses 
will  open  spontaneously  in  one  of  the  many  ways  already  described. 
Frequently  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  healing  of  the  sinus  tracks 
made  by  the  burrowing  of  the  pus  from  these  ab-scesses,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  aljscess-cavity  is  emptied,  the  purulent 
discharge  continues  in<lefinitely,  the  patient  eking  out  a  miserable, 
lingering  existence,  only  to  die  finally  of  exliaustion. 

Treatment. — The  treiitment  of  jwlvic  inllammntion  is  satis- 
factory in  accordance  with  the  stage  of  the  disea.se  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  attackerl.  It  is  one  of  the  preventable  diseases,  and 
if  the  infection  is  tiiken  in  hand  in  time  it  is  perfectly  amenable  to 
treatment.  After  it  has  gained  full  headway  it  is  only  possible  to 
ameliorate  the  symptoms,  and  finally,  if  neces.sary,  to  remove  the 
resulting  lesions.  The  treatment  is  prophylactic,  palliative,  and 
curative. 

The  prevention  is  embraced  in  the  treatment  and  cure  of  the 
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infection  wliile  it  is  still  confined  to  the  vagina  and  to  the  uterus. 
If  the  vaginitis  or  endometritis  be  taken  in  time,  the  disease  may 
readily  be  stayed  and  a  pelvic  involvement  prevented.  This  is 
true  of  the  majority  of  cases,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
there  is  a  certain  proportion,  of  puerperal  patiente  particularly,  in 
whom  the  infectiou  travels  so  raj)idly  that  the  serous  membrane  is 
involved  before  the  physician  has  time  to  realize  that  the  danger  is 
seriously  threatened;  this  is  also  true  of  a  small  proportion  of 
gonorrheal  cases.  In  spite  of  the  existence  of  these  exceptional 
cases,  it  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  the  majority  of  pelvic  inflamma- 
tions are  preventable,  and  that  the  attending  physician  is  only  too 
frequently  responsible — if  not  for  sins  of  commission,  at  least  for 
sins  of  omission.  Should  a  patient  be  suffering  from  gonorrhea, 
it  should 'always  be  attacked  vigorously  and  scientifically,  ever 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  mildest  case  may  result  in  irreparable 
damage  to  the  pelvic  peritoneum,  and  may  even  result  in  death. 
The  vagina  must  be  exposed  throughout  its  whole  extent  and 
thoroughly  treated,  and,  if  the  endometrium  becomes  involved, 
it  should  receive  equally  prompt  attention.  The  methods  of 
treatment  of  these  troubles  will  be  found  fully  expounded  else- 
where. Infection  starting  in  the  uterus  from  a  post-puerperal 
sepsis  should  never  be  neglected.  (ieneral  treatment  fis  it  is 
too  often  indulged  in  by  the  physician  is  only  playing  with  fire, 
and,  like  the  proverbial  child,  his  fingers  are  frequently  burned. 
Every  woman  who  after  a  labor  or  a  miscarriage  has  an  elevation 
of  temperature  and  pulse  shonlil  at  once  have  an  antiseptic  vaginal 
douche.  Should  the  temperature  and  pulse  not  fall  to  normal  or 
thereabouts  after  several  such  douches  repeated  at  half  a  dozen 
houra'  interval,  the  syringe  should  be  carried  to  the  fundus  of  the 
uterus  and  a  similar  injection  made  into  tlie  cavity  of  the  womb. 
If  after  repeating  this  treatment  several  times  in  the  twenty-four 
hours  the  [nitient's  symptoms  have  not  subsided  or  become  markedly 
better,  the  physician  is  committing  an  inexcusable  blunder  if  he 
does  not  thoroughly  curette  the  whole  of  the  cavity  of  the  womb. 
irrigate  it,  and  render  it  as  aseptic  as  possible.  Should  all  cases  of 
gonorrhea  and  puerperal  sepsis  be  treated  on  these  cummou-sense 
principles,  pelvic  inflammations  in  women  would  be  far  rarer  than 
they  are  at  the  present  time.  To  just  the  extent  of  propriety  and 
intelligence  with  which  the  physician  treats  these  cases  will  he  have 
the  fewer  cases  of  pelvic  trouble  originating  in  his  practice. 


PEL  VIC  JNFLAMAfA  TION. 


487 


Should  the  diseiise  once  iavade  the  Fullopian  tubes,  it  is  beyond 
local  treatment,  and  it  is  largely  a  matter  of  chance  as  to  how  far 
it  will  spread  and  how  much  damage  it  will  succeed  in  doing  before 
being  brought  under  control.  In  Nature's  hands  lie  the  most 
effective  weapons  for  combating  the  inflammation,  and  practically 
all  the  physician  is  able  to  do  is  to  aid  by  [jlacing  the  patient  under 
the  most  favorable  circumetanees  possible,  and  giving  Nature  every 
chance  to  succeed  in  her  fight.  In  the  acute  form  of  the  disease 
two  objects  must  be  kept  constantly  in  mind  :  the  force  of  the 
inflammation  must  be  weakened  in  every  possible  way,  and  Nature 
must  be  left  unhampered  to  wage  the  fight.  As  in  every  inflamma- 
tion, rest  is  absolutely  es.seutial.  By  "  rest "  is  meant  sexual  as  well 
a«  |)hysical  quietude.  The  woman  should  be  placed  in  bed,  and 
kept  there  until  the  attack  has  subsided  :  sexual  intercourse  shouhl 
not  only  be  absoUitely  prohibited,  but  even  the  approach  of  the 
husband,  sufficient  to  excite  pelvic  congestion,  must  be  carefully 
guarded  against.  Many  an  attack  of  threatened  pelvic  inflamma- 
tion has  beeu  precipitated  by  indiscretions  in  these  directions. 
During  the  menstrual  periods  the  greatest  caution  is  necessary. 
The  congestion  incident  to  this  period  is  physiological,  but  in  a 
patient  who  is  threatened  with  a  pelvic  inflammation,  or  in  one  in 
whom  the  inflammation  is  actually  in  existence,  it  may  readily  be 
converted  into  a  pathological  stjite  and  the  inflammatory  attack  be 
j)reci|)itated.  Rest  cannot  be  perfectly  obtained  if  the  bowels,  espe- 
cially the  sigmoid  flexure  and  rectum,  are  allowed  to  become  over- 
loaded with  fecal  matter.  The  hard,  scybalous  maj5.ses  which  form 
under  these  circumstances  are  a  continual  source  of  irritation. 
\Voman  is  naturally  a  constipated  animal,  but  these  masses  are  the 
more  apt  to  form,  in^israuch  as  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowel  is 
in  great  part  inhibited  by  the  inflammation  of  its  serous  coat.  It 
becomes  a  matter  of  prime  importance,  then,  to  empty  and  keep 
the  lower  bowel  free  from  accumulations  of  fecal  matter.  Absolute 
rest  having  been  secured,  depletion  is  next  to  be  obtained.  The 
intestinal  tract  is  the  most  adapted  of  all  sources  for  bringing  about 
this  result.  The  free  use  of  some  drastic  purgative  will  best  con- 
serve the  purpose.  Possibly  some  one  of  the  magnesium  salts  is  the 
l)e8t  drug  for  this  use.  Magnesium  sulphate,  administered  in  doses 
of  a  teaspoonful,  dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  water,  a  saturated 
solution  being  preferable,  each  hour,  for  from  six  to  ten  doses,  will 
usually  produce  the  desired  result.     Should  the  salts  be  rejected,  as 
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they  sometimes  are,  any  ctther  purgative  may  be  substituted.  The 
bowel  will  incidentiiUy  be  emptied  of  its  fecal  contents,  and  large  and 
repeated  watery  tjtools  will  result.  The  amount  of  damage  done  by 
friction  set  up  by  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines  will  be  far 
outweighed  by  the  goud  done  by  the  general  and  local  depletion. 
The  watery  stools  are  ])roduced  by  drawing  on  the  fluitl  element  in 
the  blood-vessels  from  all  over  the  bo<ly,  but  particularly  from  tliose 
near  and  connected  with  the  intestinal  tract.  The  withdrawal  of 
this  rtuid  lessens  the  blood-suj)ply  to  the  inflamed  parts,  and  at  the 
same  time  creates  such  an  intense  demand  for  fluid  in  the  vascular 
system  that  the  inflammatory  exudates  are  taken  up  the  quicker. 
A  pelvic  inflammation  which  is  just  starting  is  often  cut  short  by 
this  procedure,  and  it  is  tit  times  surprising  to  see  the  amount  of 
relief  experienced  by  patients,  as  ilemonstrated  by  the  ces.sation  of 
pain  and  the  absence  of  the  anxious  expression  of  the  countenance. 
One  free  movement  of  the  bowels  will  in  some  cases  act  more 
promptly  in  this  direction  than  will  several  hyjwdermics  of  mor- 
phia. There  are  certain  cases,  however — usually  those  who  have 
been  suffering  for  some  time  before  having  come  under  treatment  — 
whom  the  treatment  will  not  relieve,  it  matters  not  how  many  tinips 
the  bowels  are  move<l.  Inflammations  in  the  [)elvis  are  like  inflam- 
mations in  any  other  part  of  the  body:  if  dej>letion  is  not  applied 
until  the  trouble  is  chronic,  there  is  little  to  be  expected  from  it ;  in 
the  acute  stage  it  is  invaluable. 

It  is  not  possible  to  keep  up  purgation  indefinitely,  and  especially 
if  the  patient  l»e  not  particularly  strong,  care  and  discretion  must  be 
used  in  this  direction.  It  is  well,  if  the  woman  can  stand  it — and 
iho  vast  nnijority  of  them  are  able  to  do  so — to  procure  one  good 
)>urgatiou  consisting  of  six  to  ten  free  watery  stools.  After  this  the 
bowels  may  be  kept  .soluble  daily  by  administering  a  laxative  once 
in  the  twenty-four  liours.  After  purgation  liot  vaginal  douching  is 
perhaps  the  best  method  of  securing  continued  depletion  of  the  pel- 
vis. If  the  douches  be  given  properly,  they  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  effecting  a  speedy  reduction  of  the  inflammation  ;  if  they 
are  given  iniproperly,  they  will  <>nh'  reniler  matters  more  compli- 
cated. Douches  as  usually  employed  by  the  profession  at  large  were 
far  better  done  away  with  altogether,  as  they  only  tend  to  render 
the  pelvic  inflammation  worse.  The  primary  effect  of  the  applica- 
tion of  hot  water  is  to  cause  a  congestion  and  the  determination  of 
large  quantities  of  blood  to  the  parts,  as  any  one  can  demonsLrale 
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for  liimseir  l>y  placiiij^  his  haiulrf  in  hut  water  kihI  noting  how  puffy 
iliey  bfcome.  If  the  water  be  suilu-iently  hot  ami  the  hand  be 
hekl  in  it  long  enough,  the  tissues  will  begin  to  shrink,  and  what 
is  commonly  known  aus  the  "  washer  woman's  hands"  will  be  the 
result.  This  condition  is  brought  about  by  the  secondary  action  of 
the  hot  water ;  that  is,  contraction  of  the  soft  tissues.  This  con- 
traction renders  the  calibre  of  the  blood-vessels  smaller,  and  drives 
a  very  considerable  j>ro|>ortion  of  the  blood  out  of  the  parts  so 
affected.  The  more  profoundly  this  action  is  produced  and  the 
longer  it  is  kept  up,  the  more  complete  and  lasting  will  be  the 
depletion.  It  is  this  secondary  effect  of  the  hot  water  that  it  is 
desirable  to  produce  in  the  pelvis.  The  more  thoroughly  the  blood 
is  driven  away  from  the  parts,  the  sooner  will  the  inflammation 
subside ;  the  more  frequently  the  action  is  brought  about,  the  sooner 
will  the  blood-vessels  acquire  suflicient  tone  to  limit  llu*  amount  of 
blood  they  will  hold  and  its  ]>ower.s  of  exudation.  For  the  success- 
ful accomplishment  of  tliis  object  there  are  a  few  rules  which  it  is 
imperative  to  keep  in  mind  and  carry  out:  The  water  must  be  hot, 
from  1CK)°  tn  11(1°  F.,  and  to  be  sure  that  it  is  of  this  tempi-rature 
a  thermometer  shoidd  be  used.  The  water  must  be  of  suflicient 
quantity  to  produce  the  desired  secondary  action  ;  for  this  purpose 
at  least  a  gallon  should  be  used  at  each  injection.  It  muf*t  be 
applied  directly  and  coutituiousl}'  to  the  parts  to  he  affected  ;  for 
lhi.-»  purpose  the  patient  shoultl  lie  in  the  recumbent  dorsal  position 
while  the  douche  is  being  administered.  It  is  important  that  this 
rule  Ije  observed,  for  the  reason  that  should  the  woman  assume 
a  crouching  or  sitting  position  all  of  the  water  runs  away  as  quickly 
as  it  is  itijected,  barely  coming  in  contact  with  the  vaginal  vault, 
the  very  part  which  it  is  desirable  to  reach.  With  the  woman 
lying  flat  upon  her  liack  and  the  knees  drawn  up,  the  posterior 
]>ortion  of  the  vagina  will  be  distended  witli  water,  and  tJiere  will 
always  be  a  residuid  amount  \n  sifii,  wliicli  is  constantly  bathing 
the  parts  and  is  kept  at  the  proper  temperature  by  the  continued 
injection.  The  douche  should  occupy  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
minutes  in  its  applirution,  and  can  best  be  taken  in  the  bath-tub, 
if  the  patient  rs  able  to  be  up  and  about,  and  is  forced  to  use  it 
without  the  aid  of  a  second  (terson.  The  syringe,  of  whatever 
kind,  used  must  have  a  hard-rubber  nozzle,  as  metal,  being  a  good 
conductor  of  heat,  will  l)urn  the  parts  if  the  water  is  used  as  hot 
as  is  needed.     These  douches  may  be   administered  two  or  three 
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times  a  day,  and  may  be  continued  for  an  unlimited  time,  depend- 
ing on  their  effect  and  the  way  in  which  the  patient  progresses; 
but  in  beginning  them,  it  must  be  remembered  that  they  are 
apt  to  cause  a  patient  to  feel  exhausted ;  in  fact,  a  patient  is 
occasionally  found  not  to  be  able  to  use  them  at  all  on  this 
account- 
Depletion  may  be  obtained  with  advantage  in  certain  cases  by 
direct  bloodletting.  A  free  scarification  of  the  cervix  will  not 
infrequently,  early  in  the  acute  cases,  give  an  immense  amount  of 
relief,  and  may  even  materially  limit  the  extent  and  severity  of  the 
attack.  This  aid  in  the  treatment  is  much  neglected  at  the  present 
day,  but  it  will  at  suitable  periods  in  an  attiick  of  pelvic  inliamma- 
tion  be  found  of  great  service.  If  the  treatment  ia  attempted,  it 
should  lie  done  in  a  thorough  manner.  The  cervix  uteri  is  to  be 
well  exposed  by  the  aid  of  a  speculum,  and  deeply  punctured  at 
a  number  of  points,  so  as  to  cause  free  bleeding.  Ten  or  fifteen 
punctures  are  none  too  many,  and  from  three  to  six  ounces  of  blood 
will  not  be  too  much  to  withdraw ;  it  will,  in  fact,  l)c  difficult  to 
obtain  so  much.  It  may  be  desirable  to  have  the  depletion  con- 
tinue for  some  little  time,  and  if  a  light  glycerin  tampon  will  not 
aid  the  actual  flow  of  blood,  it  will  withdraw  a  portion  of  the 
watery  element  from  the  surrounding  tissues,  and  thus  in  a  mild 
way  add  its  aid  toward  a  continued  depletion.  It  is  not  advisable 
or  necessary  to  use  all  these  methods  of  depletion  in  every  case  of 
pelvic  peritonitis  :  they  are  the  best  methods  at  our  command,  and 
must  be  used  with  jutlgment  as  the  indications  for  them  arise  in 
particular  cases.  In  the  acute  form  of  tlie  disease,  when  there  is 
considerable  induration,  it  has  been  proposeil  that  an  aspirating 
needle  be  thrust  into  the  mass  through  the  vaginal  vault  and  the 
serous  exudates  drawn  away.  It  is  claimed  that  the  depletion  thus 
obt«ained  will  QmX  the  attack  in  a  very  short  time.  The  amount  of 
good  derived  by  this  measure  will  not  be  commensurate  with  the 
risks  of  carrying  infection  on  the  needle,  and  thu.s  causing  sup- 
puration. 

Should  the  pain  become  so  great  as  to  be  unbearable  before  the 
inflammation  ha,s  subsided  sufficiently  to  give  relief,  it  is  eminently 
proper  to  administer  an  opiate  for  its  temporary  action.  It  is  well 
to  remember  that  opium  in  any  form  depresses  the  heart,  lessens 
the  excretive  and  absorptive  powers  of  the  tissues,  and  inhibits 
peristaltic  action  of   the  bowels,  all  of  which  effects  are  contra- 
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indicated  in  these  diseases.  It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  excre- 
tion and  absorption  should  be  free  and  that  the  bowels  should  remain 
soluble.  For  these  reasons,  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  rise  an  opiate 
— and  it  shoulil  only  be  used  if  absolutely  necessary — tiiat  form 
is  to  be  selected  which  will  c:iuse  the  least  harm,  and  it  is  to  be 
administered  in  as  small  quantities  at  as  long  intervals  as  is  com- 
patible with  obtaining  the  effect  desired.  Morphia,  used  hypo- 
dermically,  is  least  objectionable  of  all  the  forms  of  opium.  Fre- 
quently one  dose  of  an  eighth  of  a  grain  is  sufficient,  but  it  may  be 
necessary  to  re}>eat  it  at  intervals  of  five  or  six  hours  for  several 
doses.  One  injection  of  morjjhia  in  this  dose  will  often  relieve  the 
patient  of  her  intense  pain  until  a  movement  of  the  bowels  can  be 
secured,  when,  as  a  rule,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  its  repetition. 
The  one  dose  can  ilo  no  possible  hiirm  ;  it  does  not  even  delay  secur- 
ing the  desired  muveraeut  of  the  bowels. 

Counter-irritants  are  not  of  any  great  importance  in  the  acute 
form  of  the  disease,  but  when  it  has  assumed  more  of  a  subacute  or 
chronic  condition,  they  have  their  uses.  Iodine  applied  freely  to  the 
vaginal  vault  and  over  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  once  a  day  will 
give  a  certain  amount  of  relief;  whether  it  be  actual  or  imaginary 
matters  little ;  it  can  do  no  possible  harm,  and  at  least  gives  the  com- 
fort of  the  knowledge  that  something  is  being  done.  While  not  a  great 
deal  of  reliance  can  he  placed  upon  it,  yet  it  la  occiisioiuilly  a  matter 
of  difficulty  to  explain  the  apparent  cause  and  effect  Ix'tweeu  the  ap- 
plication of  the  treatment  and  the  resulting  relief.  It  is  so  uniformly 
used  in  conjunction  with  other  treatment  that  it  is  sometimes  hard 
to  say  whether  or  not  it  accomplishes  good.  Turpentine  stupes  and 
poultices  to  the  abdomen  do  n4>  harm  and  little  good  ;  what  good 
they  do  accomplish  is  incidentelly  through  the  heat  which  accom- 
panies their  application,  and  is  more  mental  than  real :  the  good 
derived  from  blisters  is  hardly  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
amount  of  suffering  they  cause.  These  are  all  remedies  which  are 
very  generally  used,  and  serve  as  well  as  anything  else  to  keep  the 
patient  satisfied  that  every  possible  thing  is  being  done  for  her. 

Little  or  no  attention  need  be  paid  to  the  pulse  and  temperature, 
other  than  to  watch  them  closely  in  onh'r  to  note  the  progre^  of  the 
disease.  They  are  symptoms  which  will  take  care  of  themselves, 
and  never  call  for  any  es]x;cial  treatment:  they  will  fluctuate  with 
the  inflammation,  hut  seldom  rise  sufficiently  high,  or  remain  high 
long  enough,  to  cause  any  organic  changes  in  the  tissues,  unless  pus 
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be  present.  Uiuler  any  circiirastiinees  the  disease  is  to  be  treated, 
ami  iujL  its  syiuptoius.  Antipyretics  are  never  indicated,  and  ouiy 
when  sepsis  arises  are  heart-stimnluntJi  ctiiled  for.  Diuretics  and 
diaplioretics  would  have  their  places  for  purposes  of  depledon  were 
there  not  much  more  prompt  and  efficient  means  at  our  disposal. 
Diet  and  drink  are  both  important  elements  in  the  treatment.  The 
diet  should  be  light,  but  nourishing — tjf  such  a  character  as  to  make 
as  little  fecid  matter  as  possible,  at  the  same  time  not  to  furnish  an 
excess  of  fluid.  It  is  well  for  the  first  few  days  of  the  attack  that 
fluid  should  be  withheld  as  much  as  jwssible,  so  tliat  the  inflamma- 
tory excretions  may  be  the  more  quickly  absorbed. 

The  patient  should  be  kept  confined  to  bed  until  all  pain  and 
local  tenderness  have  disa]>]iesired.  If  this  line  of  treatment  be 
carried  out  systematically  and  carefully,  there  is  a  chance  in  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  cases  that  a  permaneat  cure  may  result  and  the 
parts  be  reiitored  to  a  fair  condition  of  functional  h«ilih.  Fre- 
quently, in  spite  of  the  most  careful  treatment,  the  result  will  only 
be  a  relative  one,  and  altiiougli  the  inflammation  may  subside  after 
weeks"  or  even  several  months'  treatment,  yet  masses  of  the  exuded 
lymph,  together  with  the  disorganized  Fallopian  tube,  remain,  and 
the  inflammation  may  be  relighted  at  any  time,  when  the  whole 
treatment  will  have  to  be  gone  tlnongh  with  again.  In  certain 
cases  the  inflammation  never  entirely  subsides,  but  the  woman  is  a 
constant  sufferer  from  pelvic  pain  and  discharges.  She  eats  little, 
sleeps  badly,  and  coitus  is  more  or  less  painful,  as  is  also  walking  or 
jolting  of  any  kind.  Such  patients  will  apply  for  relief  after  years 
of  constant  suffering.  An  examination  will  disclose  a  condition  of 
insterstitial  sal|)ingitis,  ma^jses  of  uuabsorbed  exudates,  and  a  ten- 
der pelvis.  The  woman  is  able  to  )>e  on  her  feet  attending  to  her 
daily  work,  but  is  often  a  wreck  of  her  former  .self.  It  is  possible 
in  many  of  these  women  to  greatly  improve  their  couditiiai,  pro- 
vided pus  is  not  present  in  the  pelvis.  Their  relief  will  naturally 
be  only  tentative,  for  as  long  as  the  exudates  and  diseased  append- 
ages remain,  they  are  liable  under  favorable  circumstnices  to  a  return 
of  all  their  aches  and  |)ain.«.  The  ol»ject  to  be  aimeil  at  in  the  treat- 
ment of  these  cases  will  be  to  bring  about  an  absorption  of  the  in- 
flammatory exudates  and  to  accomplish  a  subsidence  of  the  inflatn- 
mation.  In  these  women  rest,  especially  sexual  rest,  is  essential  to 
success.  The  only  sure  way  of  accomplishing  this  is  by  separat- 
ing husband  and  wife,  so  that  there  may  be  no  tempttition  :  for  thid 
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reason,  where  it  is  possibk-.  u  hospital  i.s  the  best  pkice  to  carry  out 
the  treutineut.  When  this  is  not  jiossihie,  taui()onii)g  is  quite  effect- 
ual— in  fact,  is  the  only  safeguard .  The  patient  must  U-  guarded 
a«  much  as  possible  from  over-exercise,  efipeeially  tlie  use  of  sew- 
ing- and  similar  machines.  The  clothing  must  be  warm  and  dry, 
and  all  unnecesijary  exposures  to  cold  carefully  avoidctl.  The 
bowels  should  be  kept  soluble,  and  an  occasional  purgation  for  \X» 
depleting  effect  is  indicated.  Depletion  may  also  be  obtained  by 
tlie  use  of  tlie  hoi-water  injections,  as  in  the  acute  form  of  iiiflani- 
mation,  but  to  result  in  any  ";*x>d  it  will  be  necessarv  to  use  them 
systematically  and  for  a  long  period  of  time :  they  should  l>e  use<l 
once  or  twice  daily  for  months.  Glycerin  tampons,  alternating 
with  counter-irritation  over  the  whole  vaginal  vault  by  painting 
with  iodine,  are  of  service  if  properly  used.  In  fact,  the  tampon 
can  be  utilized,  after  the  parts  have  been  painted  with  iodine,  with 
advantiige.  Dry  tampons  are  frequently  serviceable,  even  aside 
from  their  use  in  preventing  coitus.  The  weight  of  a  heavy  and 
engorged  uterus,  retni-displaced,  (Iragging  u[)an  tender  and  adhe- 
rent ovaries,  together  with  any  movement  of  the  pelvic  organs 
caused  by  walking  or  riding,  is  a  constant  source  of  distress,  pain, 
and  backache.  If  the  patient  be  placed  in  the  knee-chest,  or  even 
the  lateral  position,  and  the  whole  pelvic  nia-ss  of  diseased  and  adhe- 
rent organs  be  allowed  to  gravitate  toward  the  abdominal  cavity,  a 
tamjKjn  of  some  soft  yielding  material  can  be  placed  so  as  to  fill  the 
whole  of  the  vagina,  or  even  the  posterior  jiortion  of  it,  care  Ijeing 
tiiken  not  to  pack  it  hard  enough  to  catise  trouble  by  its  ]>ressure. 
Wlien  tlje  patient  stands  on  her  feet  the  ]>elvic  organs  gravitate 
back  again  toward  their  former  position,  but  the  tamjMUi  ih)\v  re- 
ceives their  weight  ami  holds  them  somewhat  above  tlieir  former 
level,  if  only  for  a  fraction  of  an  inch — sufficient  at  least  to  take 
the  drag  off  the  adhesions,  Ju  a  certain  cla.ss  of  cases  the  relief 
obtiiincd  from  this  procedure  is  remarkable.  It  is  essential  that  the 
tampon  be  of  soine  soft,  elastic,  unabsorbable  material,  and  that  it 
be  placed  so  as  not  to  make  too  much  pressure.  Surgical  cotton 
abeorbe  moisture,  loses  its  elasticity  in  a  few  hours,  and  b<*comes  a 
hanl  foreign  body  in  the  vagina.  In  addition,  it  shrinks,  so  that  it 
loses  its  effect  as  far  as  giving  sup{tort  is  concerned.  Wool  is  the 
l)e8t  material  for  this  use.  The  tampon  is  much  superior  to  a  pes- 
sjiry  for  accomplishing  this  end.  But  the  fact  that  a  pessary  at 
times  gives  relief  to  the  patient  suffering  from  pelvic  inflammatory 
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disease  is  only  explainable  in  this  vvtiy.  lu  spite  of  the  fact  that 
a  Sniith-Hodge  pessary  will  give  relief  in  some  few  eases,  it  is  a 
Jaugerous  iustrument  to  use  in  this  disease.  If  an  ovary  is  pro- 
lapsed, the  pressure  of  the  hard  i>esaary  will  render  its  use  unbear- 
able from  the  pain  it  causes.  Should  a  fall  or  jar  occur  while  the 
jie^isary  is  in  situ,  it  might  readily  transmit  so  much  of  a  blow  as 
to  light  up  a  latent  inflammation  or  to  rupture  a  cystic  tube  or 
ovary.  A  tampon  is  preferable  in  every  way,  and  it  may  be  put 
down  as  a  goo<l  and  safe  rule  that  a  pessary  .should  never  be  era- 
ployeil  in  the  presence  of  pelvic  inflammation.  Tampons,  when 
used,  should  be  removed  at  least  every  other  day,  and  the  vagina 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  dried  before  a  second  one  is  introduced. 
If  the  tampon  be  thoroughly  impregnated  with  some  dry  powder, 
such  as  boracic  acid,  it  will  keep  sweet  and  clean  the  longer. 

Where  the  application  of  iodine  and  glycerin  has  failed  to  relieve 
the  pelvic  pains  and  tenderness,  ichthyol  has  proven  itself  a  good 
substitute.  Ichthyol,  either  in  its  pure  state  or  mixed  with  glycerin 
in  equal  parts,  and  applied  on  a  tampon  to  the  vaginal  vault,  has 
succeeded  in  reUeviu"  the  tenderness  wlien  evervthius  else  has 
failed.  These  applications  in  order  to  accomplish  any  good  must 
be  made  at  least  twice  a  week  for  the  course  of  several  months  or 
more. 

General  medication  accomplishes  nothing  directly ;  although 
potash,  mercury,  and  other  remedies  have  been  lauded  for  their 
specific  eflfect,  there  is  no  drug  which,  given  internally,  will  have 
the  slightest  effect  upon  the  inflammation  or  its  products.  The 
absorption  of  the  infdtrates  and  exudates  will  be  greatly  aided  as 
the  ccmdition  of  health  of  the  patient  is  good  or  bad,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  build  up  the  general  health  to  as  nearly 
a  normal  condition  as  possible.  General  tonic.<«  and  alteratives, 
combined  with  a  proper  regulation  of  the  bodily  functions,  a  well- 
ordered  diet,  limited  but  healthful  exercise,  and  slight  stimulation 
when  indicated,  is  the  proper  course  of  general  treatment  to  follow. 
It  aids  in  the  cure  simply  by  placing  the  tissues  of  the  body  in 
a  favorable  condition  for  performing  their  work,  and  by  giving 
Nature  a  chance  to  rid  the  parts  of  the  inflammation  and  ila 
products. 

Many  of  these  patients  are  very  much  run  down  and  have  lost 
a  considerable  amount  of  flesh:  they  consequently  need  building 
up.     Amongst   other    remedies    for    this    purjiose,   electricity    and 
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stimuuiung  enect,  togetner  with  general  massage, 
indieated.  It  is  not  necessary  to  submit  the  patient,  as  a  general 
tiling,  to  a  strict  eourst.-  df  "  rest  treatment,"  as  the  good  effects  of 
this  metliod  may  be  obtained  by  a  very  material  modification,  and 
the  woman  may  be  up  and  about,  attending  to  a  moderate  amount 
of  work,  sufficient  to  keep  her  body  and  mind  occupied,  without 
allowing  herself  to  become  over-fatigued.  Electricity  applied 
locally  to  the  pelvis  is  of  very  indefinite  value.  In  the  acute 
attack  of  intlanimation  it  has  no  place,  and  its  use  can  only  result 
in  harm.  When  the  force  of  the  inflammation  has  suksided  and 
it  has  settled  itself  down  into  a  subacute  or  chronic  condition, 
electricity  may  at  times  be  used  with  advantage.  It  will  occasion- 
ally relieve  the  symptoms  of  pain  and  uterine  hemorrhage  when 
other  remedies  have  failed,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  often 
fail  to  give  relief  to  these  symptoms;  in  fact,  it  will  render  them 
worse,  when  other  remedies  will  bring  about  the  desired  effect. 
The  relief  obtained  from  this  remedy  is,  like  all  others,  merely 
temporary:  it  never  cures  the  lesion:  it  simply  relieves  the  sym|v 
toms,  and,  the  disease  being  still  present,  the  symptoms  are  liable 
at  any  time,  under  favorable  circumstances,  to  return.  It  is  claimed 
for  electricity  by  its  votaries  that  large  pelvic  inflammatory  masses 
will  shrink  and  disappear  under  its  u.se.  8uch  is  truly  the  ease, 
but  when  we  consider  of  what  these  masses  are  composed,  it  is  easy 
to  see  why  the  remedy  has  been  of  service  in  causing  them  to  dis- 
appear. They  would  have  disappeared  under  any  other  j>roper 
method  of  treatment  :i.s  well.  In  an  acute  attack  of  peritonitis  great 
quantities  of  lymph  are  thrown  about  the  diseased  tubes  and  ovaries, 
forming  large  masses,  which  on  palpation  through  the  vaginal  vault 
•give  an  idea  of  size  to  the  lube  and  ovary  which  is  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  their  real  size,  the  hulk  of  the  tumor  being  made  up  of 
lymph-exudate.  As  the  inflammation  subsides,  Nature  causes  an 
absorption  of  the  lymph-exudate  to  a  great  extent,  with  the  result 
that  the  pelvic  mass  gradually  diminishes,  until  nothing  but  the 
adherent  tube  and  ovary  remain  ;  the  api>endage  at  times  is  quite 
small.  In  fact,  the  case  under  these  circumstances  has  now  as- 
sumed the  chronic  form  of  adherent  intei-stitial  salpingitis.  It  is 
this  natural  function  of  absorption  which  electricity  stimulates  and 
aids — nothing  more,  nothing  less.  In  addition,  the  soothing  effect 
of  the  galvanic  current  gives  in  a  certain  proportion  of  cases  great 
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relief  to  ihe  paiu,  while  the  uterine  contraction  induceil  by  the 
stimulation  of  the  uterine  muscle,  together  with  the  direct  effect  of 
the  cauterization  upon  the  endometrium  if  sufficient  current  be  ap- 
plied, gradunlly  lessens  the  amount  of  blood  lust.  As  an  aid  in  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  snbuouto  or  chronic  pelvic  inflammation  the 
procedure  is  valuable :  it  is  to  be  regarded  -ah  an  additional  remedy, 
only  one  of  many,  to  be  used  as  simpler  and  easier  forms  of  treat- 
ment fail  or  are  slow  of  accomplishing  their  object.  In  using  tbis 
remedy  the  galvanic  negative  current  should  be  selected,  and  the 
application  may  be  made  either  intra-uterine  or  intra- vaginal,  tlie 
latter  being  the  safer.  Where  it  is  desirable  to  aid  Nature  in 
absorbing  exudates  and  relieving  paiu,  the  current  should  not  be 
stronger  tluMi  the  patient  is  able  to  bear  witliout  much  pain  ;  the 
application  is  to  last  but  a  short  time,  and  is  to  be  repeated  two  or 
three  times  a  week.  A  good  average  application  of  the  galvano- 
negative  current,  and  one  which  is  usually  well  borne,  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  fifty  milliamperes  applied  for  about  three  minutes. 
When  tlie  hemorrhage  is  excessive,  it  is  better  to  use  the  positive 
pole,  and  the  application  should  be  made  intra-uteriue.  Weaker 
currents,  twenty  to  thirty  milliamperes,  are  to  be  used  where  the 
gal vano- positive  current  is  selected,  for  the  reason  that  this  is  much 
more  painful  than  the  galvano-negative  and  is  not  so  readily  borne 
by  the  jiatient.  Even  though  the  current  is  not  sufficiently  strong 
to  cauterize  the  lining  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus,  yet  tlie  posi- 
tive pote  coagulates  the  albuminoids  of  the  tissues  and  causes  con- 
traction of  the  uterine  muscles,  in  this  way  lessening  uterine  hem- 
orrhage, and  cutting  off  the  bluoil-supply.  It  is  only  by  its  judic- 
ious and  careful  employment  tliat  any  good  can  be  obtained  from 
the  use  of  electricity :  the  careless  or  ignorant  use  of  it  may  read- 
ily do  more  harm  than  good.  It  is  essentially  a  remedy  the  use. 
of  which  will  for  the  most  part  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  special- 
ist ;  it  is  of  little  use  to  the  busy  general  practitioner,  sis  the  appa- 
ratus is  complicated  and  expensive,  and  veiy  considerable  time  and 
care  must  be  spent  in  the  application. 

Massage  has  a  much  more  limited  use  in  pelvic  inflammatory 
lesions,  and  is  more  dangerous  in  unskilled  hands.  It  requires  no 
especial  apj)aratu8.  In  the  acute  stages  of  tht-  diseuse  it  has  no 
place  whatever,  but  its  greatest  use  is  in  the  chronic  form,  where 
there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  unabsorbed  exudate  and  lymph. 
The  manijiulations  of  the  msisseur  act  as  exercise  to  the  parts  and 
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sfimiilate  absorption.  Under  carefnl  and  very  gentle  movements 
it  can  readily  be  wen  why  in  tlii-s  wuy  pelvic  musses  disajipear  or 
become  smaller.  Its  use  is  decidedly  ulijeetiouable  even  in  this 
class  of  cases,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  imi>ossible  to  say  whether 
or  no  there  be  pus  in  the  midst  of  the  mass.  Many  a  Fallopian 
tube  which  is  not  nuich  larger  than  normal  contains  pus  or  puru- 
lent muteriul.  The  ajiplieation  of  frictiun,  pressure,  or  kneading  in 
such  a  casu  niuy  readily  result  in  the  leakage  of  some  of  the  tubal 
contents  into  the  abdominal  cavity :  even  were  there  is  no  purulent 
matter  present,  the  manipulation  might  very  easily  relight  a  sub- 
acute or  chronic  inllarumation  into  an  acute  attfick.  It  is  claimed 
for  the  treatment  that  the  pus  from  a  pus-tube  may  be  caused  to 
escjjpe  into  the  uterine  cavity  and  a  cure  thus  be  effected:  it  is 
much  more  likel}'  that  the  ])ns  would  first  escape  through  the  fim- 
briated ends  of  the  tubes  or  rupture  take  place  in  the  walls  of  the 
abscess.  In  additi<>n  to  the  dangers  attached  to  its  use,  its  ajiplica- 
tion  is  very  painful  mniess  the  greatest  care  or  the  ludst  delicate 
touch  is  employed.  Even  then  some  cases  are  for  a  long  time 
intolerant  of  the  necessary  handling  of  the  part.s.  The  treatment 
is  altogether  too  dangerous  for  the  general  practitioner  to  employ, 
and  its  use  will  always  be  confineti  to  the  hands  of  the  few.  Mas- 
sage in  these  disejises  consists  in  kneading  the  pelvic  masses  and 
applying  friction  to  them  to  cause  their  absorption,  and  in  moving 
the  uterus  in  different  directions  to  stretch  and  free  its  adhesions. 
The  manipulation  is  carried  out  with  one  hanil  pressing  through 
the  abiloininal  wall  and  one  or  two  fingers  of  the  second  hand  in 
the  vagina.  The  vaginal  fingers  are  used  mostly  for  lifting  up  and 
fixing  the  uterus  or  pelvic  masses  ;  the  mani|>ulations  are  carried 
on  in  great  part  by  the  abdominal  hand.  The  reverse  is  true, 
however,  in  exceptional  cxises. 

When  suppuration  has  accompanied  an  attack  of  pelvic  inflani- 
Tuation,  tlie  treatment  which  has  been  detailed,  and  which  is  appli- 
cable to  souie  cases  of  the  disiease  in  its  nou-suppurative  and 
non-cystic  forms,  is  not  to  be  consiilered.  In  these  cases  all  the 
symptoms  of  septicemia  are  adtknl  to  those  which  accompany  the 
inflammation,  and  frequently  the  patient's  life  is  threatened,  if  not 
immediately,  at  least  remotely  and  constantly.  ShouM  the  pus  be 
confined  to  the  Fallopian  tubes,  Nature  occiisionally  relieves  the 
danger  by  allowing  it  to  escape  into  the  uterine  cavity.  It  has 
been  proposed  to  take  the  hint  front  Nature  as  to  the  method  of 
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treating  jvus-tnbes,  :uiJ  accordingly  the  treutment  of  aspirating 
the  Fallopian  tubes  by  passing  au  instrument  into  the  uterus,  and 
thence  into  the  tube  through  its  occluded  uterine  opening,  has  been 
advocated.  Could  the  procedure  be  carried  out  with  any  degree  of 
safety  anti  certainty,  it  would  offer  a  method  of  cure  in  a  certain 
proportion  of  cases  which  would  ai  times  be  satisfactory,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  be  attended  with  the  <langer8  of  abdominal  section. 
The  objection  to  the  treatment  which  should  condemn  it  to  oblivioa 
is  the  uncertainty,  nay  almost  impossibility,  of  ptissing  the  instru- 
ment. The  catheter  or  probe,  whichever  it  be,  is  of  necessity  small 
in  diameter — so  small  that  it  would  be  just  as  liable  to  |xirforate  the 
diseased  and  softened  uterine  wall  as  the  occluded  opening  in  the 
tube,  even  if  the  point  which  that  opening  occupied  could  be  found : 

Fra.  307. 
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the  manipulations  necessary  to  accomplish  the  operation  would  be 
attended  with  so  much  traumatism  and  movement  of  the  disc^aged 
parts  that  the  inflammatory  process  might  very  readily  be  religlited 
or  an  abscess-cavity  ruptured.  If  for  no  other  reasons,  the  tre^itment 
should  be  utterly  condemned  ;  but  pelvic  abscesses  are  so  notori- 
ously multiple  that  the  mere  emptying  of  one  of  these  pockets  of  pus 
would  have  no  eflfect  on  those  remaining,  and  there  would  be  no 
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possible  way  of  assuring  one's  self  that  some  accumulation  did  uot 
remain  behind,  it  matters  little  bow  many  had  been  drained.  Where 
pus  exists  in  the  pelvis,  there  is  but  one  treatment  to  be  considered : 
evacuation  by  a  surgical  operation.  A  pelvic  abscess  should  never 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  evacuate  itself,  There  is  a  [K>int  of  elec- 
tion for  the  opening  which,  if  left  to  Nature,  will  rarely  be  cho^-en. 
When  [HIS  exists,  it  should  be  evacuated  at  once ;  delay  is  unjusti- 
fiable, either  for  building  up  the  patient  or  for  any  other  reason. 
The  patient  will  not  improve  as  long  as  she  is  continuously  absorb- 
ing septic  matter,  and  the  longer  the  delay  the  worse  will  be  In  r 
condition  fur  operatiun.  If  the  abscess  be  an  accumulation  of  pus 
within  the  pelvis  independeni  of  the  Fallopian  tube  or  ovary,  be  it 
either  altogether  intra-peritoneal  or  involving  the  cellular  tissue,  it 
is  best  to  evacuate  it  without  opening  the  general  peritouejd  cavity  : 
the  vagina  is  the  one  point  at  which  this  is  feasible  and  proper. 
Even  in  those  excejitionai  cases  where  the  abscess  has  risen  into 
the  abdominal  cavity,  and  it  is  possible  to  open  it  above  the  pubis 
without  entering  the  general  peritoneal  cavity,  the  vagina  offers  the 

Fio.  308 


AbteMkMM  openinx  Into  tbe  Bowel.    Opening  oMlqnely  •bove  atkd  below  the  letel  of  the  lao. 

better  point  of  operation,  as  it  gives  just  as  good  an  opportunity  for 
irrigation  an«i  a  better  one  for  drainage.  Tliis  of  course  presup- 
poses that  discjise  of  the  uterine  appendages  has  been  excluded — a 
diagnostic  feat  which  is  rarely  acconijtlished.  The  opening  should 
never  be  made  in  the  rectum,  as  has  been  proposed,  even  though 
the  abscess  be  pointing  there.     The  abscess-cavity  can  neither  be 
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easily  irrigated  through  the  rectal  opening  \wv  win  fecal  inntter  be 
prevented  iVuiu  entering  into  it.  Even  whrre  the  (»peiiing  •.)ccur8 
into  the  rectum  spontaneous]}',  it  is  slow  to  close,  if  it  ever  does  so. 
Where  the  opening  is  higher  than  the  sacs,  it  is  practically  impos- 
sible to  prevent  fecjil  mutter  from  entering,  in  whieli  ease  closure  is 
Jio]H^les.s.  There  is  one  almost  inHsnrniountable  obstiiele  to  this 
method  of  treating  jielvic  abscesses,  barring  exceptional  cases.  It 
is  rare  tliat  one  is  able  to  say  whether  or  not  the  ovary  or  Fallo- 
pian tube  contains  pus.  Should  they  do  so,  a  secondary  abdominal 
section  would  liecome  necessary,  and  it  would  then  be  complicated 
by  the  fislulous  optMiing,  which  is  always  serious  and  which  iniglit 
prove  fatal.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  c:ises  of  pelvic  abscess  with- 
out ovarian  or  tubal  suppuration  are  rare,  and  the  inferences  are  all 
in  favor  of  there  being  involvement  of  these  organs,  especially  when 
the  etiology  of  the  disease  is  taken  into  consideration.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  the  proper  treatment  of  pelvic  abscess  is  almost  inva- 
riably by  abdominal  section,  under  which  circumstances  the  |>arti3 
can  be  readily  explored,  the  exact  pathological  condition  noted, 
and  the  appropriate  treatment  applied.  The  ojHi-ration  from  above 
amounts  to  little  more  than  opening  an  abscess,  and  the  certainty  of 
complete  evacuation  that  it  gives  the  operator  and  patient  is  a  great 
desideratum. 

Where  the  pus  is  confined  in  the  Fallopian  tube  or  ovary,  it  has 
been  recommended  that  vaginal  pimcture  be  practised  for  its  evac- 
uation. This  method  of  treatment  is  so  faulty  that  it  is  best  never 
to  recommend  it.  Where  vaginal  puncture  would  probably  be  the 
better  procedure  for  unskilled  hands  in  a  general  pelvic  abscess, 
especially  one  which  re<juired  such  immediate  evacuation  that  n 
skilled  operator  could  not  be  obtained,  it  is  never  justifiable  in 
abscesses  confined  to  the  uterine  appendages  and  the  lymjih  imme- 
diately surrounding  them.  As  has  been  already  said,  this  variety  of 
pelvic  suppuration  is  rarely  confined  to  one  cavity,  but  consists  of  a 
number  of  small  pockets,  none  of  which  communicate  with  the 
others.  The  Fallopian  tube  itself  may  contain  as  many  as  three 
distinct  and  separate  pockets;  the  ovary  forms  a  aivity  of  its  owu, 
and  two  or  more  pockets  are  often  found  in  the  lynifih  in  whieli 
the  Fallopian  tube  and  ovary  arc  buried.  The  chances  of  more 
than  a  partial  evacuation  of  the  pus  being  obtained  would  be  very 
scanty  indeed.  This  objection  has  been  recognized  even  by  the 
advocates  of  this  method   of  treatment,  and  for  the  purpose   of 
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Fallopian  tubes  and  ovaries  would  remain  behind  to  cause  the 
patient  a  long  chronic  invalidism,  even  should  she  ultimately  re- 
cover. The  best  results  which  one  could  hope  to  obtain  from  this 
method  of  treatment  would  leave  the  patient  in  exactly  the  same 
condition  as  a  woman  who  had  suffered  from  a  pelvic  inflammation, 
and  after  its  subsidence  had  been  left  in  a  condition  of  chronic  in- 
terstitial salpingitis  and  ovaritis.  She  would  ever  after  curry  a  dis- 
organized Fallopian  tube  and  ovary,  and  would  be  liable  to  recur- 
ring attacks  of  pelvic  intiammation,  any  one  of  which  miglit  result 
in  suppuration  or  in  deatli.  Purulent  salpingitis  and  ovaritis,  unless 
they  end  in  death  in  from  a  few  days  to  a  week,  are  chronic  condi- 
tions, and  give  ample  time  to  allow  the  physician  to  obtain  com- 
petent assistance  for  performing  an  abdominal  section. 

The  treatment  of  those  rare  accumulations  of  pus  within  the  pel- 
vis which  are  extraperitoneal,  and  which  do  not  involve  the  uterine 
appendages,  differs  in  no  way,  in  its  first  steps  at  least,  from  the 
treatment  of  the  intrajieritoneal  abscesses.  It  is  impossible  to  make 
a  diagnosis  of  this  condition  prior  to  an  abdominal  section.  When 
the  abdomen  is  opened  and  the  abscess-walls  are  found  to  be  mov- 
able enough  to  be  brought  into  the  abdominal  incision,  it  is  best  to 
aspirate,  empty  the  sac  thoroughly,  irrigate  the  cavity  with  hot 
water,  stitch  the  opening  in  the  sac  to  the  abdominal  incision,  and 
place  a  drainage-tube  into  the  cavity. 

Should  it  be  found  that  the  sac  could  not  be  brought  suflSciently 
hi.LCh  to  be  stitched  into  the  abdominal  wound,  a  vaginal  incision 
should  be  made,  the  pus  evacuated,  and  the  drainage  established 
from  below.  Until  tlie  abdomen  has  been  ojiened  and  the  diag- 
nosis established  this  treatment  is  manifestly  improper.  Should  it 
be  thought  desirable  after  the  diagnosis  has  been  estaiblished,  a 
second  incision  could  be  made  above  Poupart's  ligament  and  the 
abscess-cavity  reached  by  dissecting  down  into  the  cellular  tissue 
below  the  reflexion  of  the  peritoneum,  pushing  the  peritoneum  for- 
ward, as  in  operations  on  the  liladder  or  for  ligating  the  iliac  ves- 
sel, and  in  this  manner  reaching  the  accumulations.  The  vaginal 
opening,  however,  vkhere  possible,  is  to  be  ])referred. 

The  ultimate  treatment  of  pelvic  inflammation  is  abdominal  sec- 
tion in  those  patients  who  do  not  fully  recover  from  the  primary 
attack,  and  are  left  with  their  uterine  appendages  so  diseased  and 
disorganized  that  the  symptoms  produced  by  their  presence  either 
threaten  life  or  so  disable  the  woman  as  to  incapacitate  her  for  her 
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daily  vocation,  and  render  her  life  a  bunien.  It  matters  little 
whether  pus  be  present  or  not,  as  many  women  gtatfer  more  from 
chronic  interstitial  salpingitis  than  they  would  from  pyosalpinx 
or  ovarian  abscess.  It  would  be  well  in  the  case  of  many  patients, 
where  there  is  no  pus,  to  first  try  the  medicinal  treatment  already 
described,  but  in  this  we  are  forced  to  make  a  distinction  between 
the  poorer  and  better-class  patients.  It  has  often  been  objected  that 
DO  such  distinction  should  be  made,  but  it  is  well  known  that  a  given 
amount  of  involvement  and  destruction  in  a  woman  who  can  afford 
to  undergo  the  time,  trouble,  and  exj>ense  of  a  necessary  course  of 
treatment  will  give  little  or  no  permanent  trouble,  where  a  similar 
involvement  in  the  case  of  a  woman  who  is  not  able  to  afford  the 
treatment  will  render  her  life  miserable  and  will  give  rise  to  recur- 
rent attacks  of  peritonitis,  each  one  increasing  the  local  condition 
and  endangering  the  life  of  the  sufferer.  Even  were  they  both  to 
suffer  the  same  amount,  the  rich  woman  can  afford  to  go  to  bed  and 
become  a  semi-invalid,  w^hile  the  same  thing  to  the  poor  woman  often 
means  starvation  for  herself  and  children,  or  the  poorhouse.  Though 
the  operation  be  a  dangerous  one,  the  physician  is  justified  under 
such  circumstances  to  counsel  a  poor  woman  to  take  the  risks,  with 
the  chances  of  regaining  her  health  and  putting  herself  in  a  condi- 
tion to  bear  the  burden  of  life,  where  he  would  probably  not  tliink 
of  advising  the  well-to-do  patient  to  undertake  the  operation — not, 
at  least,  without  a  long  and  thorough  trial  of  the  medicinal — ^if  it 
may  be  so  called — treatment.  If  a  patient's  symptoms  can  be  con- 
siderably ameliorated  by  treatment,  she  will  often  prefer  to  bear  the 
lesser  ills  of  her  condition,  than  what  to  hei-  are  the  greater  ills  of 
a  surgical  procedure.  Unless  a  woman  is  subject  to  recurrent  attacks 
of  peritonitis,  the  disease  may  be  left  in  situ  without  any  danger  to 
life,  provided  always  that  pus  be  not  present:  in  these  cases  it  is 
simply  a  matter  of  comfort  or  discomfort  with  a  patient.  Many  of 
them  suffer  so  much  pain  that  they  will  accept  an  operation  as  soon 
it  is  proposed  to  them,  it  matters  little  what  the  risk  be,  while  in 
"the  cjise  of  others  the  idea  of  an  operation  is  so  horrible  that  they 
will  rather  bear  any  amount  of  suffering  than  even  consider  the 
radical  procedure.  The  question  of  operation  is  one  which  must  be 
left  with  the  patient  for  decision  after  having  fairly  placed  the  facta 
before  her.  The  dangers  of  an  operation  for  |>elvic  inflammatory 
disease  in  the  hands  of  trained  gynecologists  are  not  much  greater 
than  those  which  attend  each  severe  recurring  attack  of  peritonitis. 
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It  is  not  possible  to  say  just  what  the  death-rate  amounts  to,  but  an 
honest  investigation  would  find  it  not  much  bekjw  10  per  ceuU  in 
the  hands  of  the  many.  In  the  hands  uf  a  few  it  reaches  a  lower 
limit,  Tlie  fact  that  the  woman  is  having  recurrent  attacks  of  peri- 
tonitis is  one  of  the  strongest  indications  that  an  operation  for  the 
removal  of  the  appendages  is  required.  It  is  not  possible  to  lay 
down  any  hard-and-fast  rule  by  which  one  nniy  be  guided  in 
deciding  for  or  against  an  operation;  eacli  patient  jiresent-s  her 
own  individual  peculiarities,  which  must  be  taken  into  coueiidera- 
tion.  It  can  only  be  said  that  as  long  as  the  diseased  appendages 
remain  in  the  pelvis  the  woman  is  not  cured  :  she  is  only  relieved 
for  the  time,  and  at  any  mument  a  new  attack  of  inHammation  may 
be  lighted  up  and  the  original  condition  be  reproduced. 

The  Operation. — Abdominal  section  is  the  only  method  of  remov- 
ing the  uterine  appendages  in  pelvic  inflammatory  diseases,  whatever 
may  be  said  of  their  removal  by  other  methods  for  other  conditions. 
Their  removal  by  the  vaginal  operation  is  extremely  difficult  and  in 
many  eases  would  be  impossible.  The  operation  is  divided  into  two 
stages:  the  opening  of  the  abdomimd  cavity,  and  the  removal  of  the 
appendages.  The  preliminary  step,  opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  is 
common  to  all  abdominal  operations,  and  needs  no  ])articular  enun- 
ciation here.  There  is  no  danger  to  be  mot  with  until  the  peritoneum 
is  reached,  and  then  only  in  case  there  is  adhesion  of  the  omentum 
or  intestines.  This  fact  can  be  readily  determined  by  picking  up  the 
peritoneum  between  two  pairs  of  hemostatic  forcejis,  and  rolling  it 
between  the  fingers.  The  merest  nick  will  allow  the  air  to  rush  in, 
wlien  if  the  intestines  are  not  adherent  they  will  drop  back  into  the 
abdominal  cavity.  If  either  the  omentum  or  the  intestines  are 
adherent  to  the  parietal  peritoneum,  they  are  to  be  carefully  sepa- 
rated by  gradually  inserting  the  finger  between  them.  The  omen- 
tum may  be  found  adberent  over  the  inlet  of  the  pelvis  and  greatly 
thickened  by  inflammatory  infiltrate.  If  such  be  the  case,  it  roust 
be  gently  freed  with  the  fingers,  care  being  taken  not  to  tear  the 
bhuUler  or  the  adherent  loops  of  intestines.  It  is  usually  easy  to 
begin  at  the  lower  edge  of  the  omentum  to  free  it,  working  upward 
from  the  pelvis  toward  the  umbilicus.  When  it  is  tightly  adherent 
to  the  bladder  and  its  lower  border  cannot  be  clearly  defined,  it  is 
well  at  times  to  begin  above  and  work  dowji  toward  the  pelvis.  The 
finger  should  be  passed  high  enough  in  the  abdominal  cavity  to 
reach  a  jjoint  where  the  omentum  is  free ;  then,  with  the  finger 


PELVIC  INFLAMMATION. 


505 


between  it  iinil  tlie  intestine,  it  wm  be  separated  with  more  safety 
than  from  below :  if  when  tbe  bladder  is  reached  there  is  any 
uncertainty  as  to  where  that  organ  ends  and  the  omentum  b<?gins,  as 
is  at  times  tlie  case,  the  apron  can  be  Ugated  and  separated  at  a  safe 
distance  above  the  duiibtfui  point. 

If  when  the  omentum  is  loosened  it  is  found  that  It  is  suf- 
ficiently torn  to  cause  free  bleeding,  the  oozing  points  shoidd  be 
caujrht  up  witli  a  pair  of  hemostatic  forceps  and  ligated.  Should 
there  be  a  number  ix^  bleeding  [loiiits,  time  will  be  saved  if  a  liga- 
ture he  thrown  ahout  tlie  omentum  jibove  these  and  the  included 
jxirtiou  amputated.  This  is  df  especial  importance  and  advantage 
if  it  is  thickened  by  iuHammatory  dejiosits.  After  having  disjwjsed 
of  the  omenium,  the  intestines  must  next  be  dealt  with.  If  they 
are  uuadhereiit,  the  iinger  passes  down  through  tiiem  into  the 
pelvis,  locating  first  the  uterus,  and  then  the  Fallopian  tubes  and 
ovaries.  Should  the  intestines  he  found  adherent,  they  must  first 
be  carefully  but  com|)letely  freed  from  all  points  of  attachment. 
The  ailhesions  may  exiist  at  but  a  few  [Ktints,  and  be  ea.sily  broken; 
on  the  other  hand,  they  may  be  most  extensive,  and  so  solid  that 
separation  can  only  be  accomplished  with  great  diflietdty  and  diin- 
ger  of  rupturing  the  bowel-walls.  Every  loop  of  intestine  which 
overhangs  the  pelvis,  even  the  vermiform  appendix,  has  been  found 
to  Ite  involved  in  the  general  mass.  The  separation  of  tliese,  espe- 
cially if  deep  in  the  j>elvis,  is  much  facilitated  by  u.sing  the  sight 
in  addition  to  the  touch.  Ojie  of  the  great  advantages  of  this  is 
that  the  opei'atoi'  can  he  absolutely  sure  of  what  he  is  dealing  with, 
and  can  see  any  commencing  tear  in  the  bowel-wall  in  time  often  to 
8v«>id  a  serious  injury.  The  elevated  hip — Trendelenberg — position 
iillnws  the  use  of  both  touch  anil  sight,  and  any  surgeon  who  would 
willfully  ne;;lect  the  advantage  to  be  <leris'ed  from  the  combined  use 
of  these  two  senses  does  not  do  his  whole  duty  to  his  patient.  It  is 
in  this  point  of  .separating  adherent  intestines  deep  in  the  pelvis  that 
the  jwsition  gives  its  greatest  advantage  and  becomes  invaluable. 
'J'he  adhesions  are  freed  by  one  finger  being  gently  but  firmly  in- 
sorted  between  the  first  knuckle  of  intestine  which  is  adherent  and 
the  (irgMti  to  wliieh  it  is  fast.  A  to-and-fro  motion  will  often  succeed 
in  loosening  it  when  a  steady  pressure  at  one  point  will  accompliijh 
nothing.  If  the  adhesion  is  stuhhorn  at  one  point,  the  finger  glides 
to  another  and  another,  until  it  finds  a  weak  point  from  which  to 
begin:  after  the  beginning  is  made  the  rest  is  compai'atively  easy. 
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At  times  it  will  yield  easily  on  top ;  at  others  the  first  point  of  weak- 
ening will  be  found  by  passing  the  finger  to  the  sides  or  even  under 
the  part.  As  each  knuckle  is  freed  it  should  be  brought  into  tlie 
abdominal  incision  and  carefully  scrutinized.  The  points  at  which 
the  adhesions  existed  will  be  found  stripped  of  their  peritoneum:  if 
these  points  are  small  and  not  bleeding,  they  may  be  ignored ;  if 
bleeding  freely,  a  few  superficial  stitches  of  silk  or  catgut  will  bring 
the  edges  of  the  peritoneum  together  and  stop  all  flow.  Exposure 
to  the  air  for  a  short  while  may  in  itself  stop  it.  If  the  serous  and 
muscular  coats  are  both  torn  through,  stitches  should  be  placed  so 
as  to  turn  the  doubtful  point  into  the  bowel,  and  any  possible  danger 
of  future  perforation  at  these  points  will  be  obviated.  When  the 
intestines  are  all  freed  and  properly  treated,  they,  together  with  the 
omentum,  are  crowded  back  toward  the  diaphragm  and  a  large 
sponge  placed  in  the  abdomen,  so  as  to  keep  them  out  of  the  pelvis 
while  the  operation  is  completed :  the  sponge  does  the  additional 
duty  of  absorbing  any  blood  or  septic  material  which  may  flow 
toward  the  abdominal  cavity  during  the  course  of  the  subsequent 
manipulations.  Should  the  bladder  have  become  injured,  it  should 
be  repaired  before  proceeding  further.  Each  and  every  step  of  the 
operation  is  to  be  fully  completed  before  proceeding  to  the  next,  so 
that  no  point  in  the  technique  may  be  forgotten  in  the  final  steps 
of  the  operation,  or  complications  will  arise  to  embarrass  the  subse- 
quent steps.  It  is  well  to  locate  and  note  the  condition  of  both  ap- 
pendages before  beginning  their  enucleation,  and  usually  it  is  best 
to  free  both  of  them  and  the  uterus  before  begiiniing  to  place  the 
ligatures.  If  this  be  done,  the  parts  can  be  brought  more  fully  and 
easily  into  the  abdominal  incision,  and  there  will  he  less  likelihood 
of  the  first  ligature  becoming  loosened  while  adherent  parts  are 
being  .separated  on  the  opposite  side.  In  the  enucleation  the  finger 
glides  abiMit  over  the  parts  until  it  finds  a- weak  point  or  a  point  at 
which  it  can  be  passed  down  deeply  into  the  pelvis.  It  is  essential 
that  this  should  be  posterior  to  tlie  broad  ligament,  between  it  and 
the  sacrum.  The  Fallopian  tubes  and  the  ovaries  are  situated  on 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  broad  ligament,  and  the  adhesions  will 
almost  always  be  found  at  this  point.  The  finger  should  glide 
between  the  appendage  and  the  sacrum.  It  is  well  where  possible 
to  follow  the  curve  of  the  sacrum,  keeping  the  palmar  surface  of  the 
finger — or  fingers  if  two  be  used — toward  the  pubis,  sweeping  the 
finger  from  one  side  of  the  pelvis  to  the  other  and  in  this  manner 
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freeing  all  adhesions  to  this  boue.     This  will  allow  the  fingers  to 
piisd  under  the  ovaries,  tubes,  and  uterus  if  it  be  retrodis|tlared,  and 
the}'  can  be  stripped  loose  and  lifted  out  of  the  pelvis  with  com- 
parative ease.     The  aim  should  be  to  get  the  finger  to  the  lowest 
point  iu  the  pelvis  and  work  upward,  and  not  from  above  downward. 
However,  at  times  one  is  forced  to  vvurk  first  at  out'  point,  and  then 
abandon  it  and  go  to  another  and  another,  coming  back  finally  to 
the  original  one.     It  is  only  by  educating  the  fingers  to  the  work 
that  it  can  bt^  performed  accurately.     In   making  the  enucleation 
care  should  be  taken  to  do  as  little  damage  as  possible  to  the  bmad 
ligament,  as  it  bleeds  freely  wherever  injured.     It  may  he  necessary 
at  times  to  ligate  the  one  side  before  enucleating  the  opposite  one,  on 
account  of  the  bleeding.     If  this  should  be  the  case,  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  loosen  the  ligature  while  completing  the  work.     Aa 
sof>ti  as  the  ap|>endages  and  uterus  are  freed  the  ligatures  are  to  be 
placed  and  the  diseased  parts  remove<l.     The  Fallopian  tube  and 
ovary  are  caugbt  firmly  in  one  hand  and  drawn  well  through  the 
abdominal  incision,  while  the  other  hand  passes  the  pedicle  staff 
containing  the  ligature  through  the  broad  ligament,  it  being  well  to 
pass  it  below  the  loop  of  the  round  ligament,  which  will  be  readily 
observed  on  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  tense  broad  ligament.     If 
this  be  done  and  care  be  taken  not  to  cut  the  loop  of  the  round 
ligament  when  the  Fallopian  tube  and  ovary  are  removed,  there 
will  be  less  danger  of  the  ligature  slipping  from  the  stump.     As 
soon  as  the  ligature  staff  has  perforated  the  broad  ligament  the 
staff  is  withdrawn  and  the  silk  left  in  situ  as  a  double  ligature; 
the  double  end  is  then   cut,  and  hangs  as  two  separate  threads 
perforating  the  broad  ligament.     The  two  strands  of  silk  are  so 
twisted  that  when  their  respective  ends  are  tied,  one  around  each 
half  of  the  mass,  they  form  a  figure-of-eight,  each  half  compressing 
one-half  of  tbe  pedicle,*  and   the  two  halves  being  drawn  closely 
to  each  other.    While  placing  the  ligature  the  broad  ligament  should 
be  held  well  up  into  the  wound,  but  as  the  knots  are  tied  tightly, 
the  assistant   who  is   holding   the   mass  should   relax   bis    hold 
and  allow  the  broad  ligament  to  retract,  else  when  the   mass  is 
cut   away   there  will    be   a   strong   tendency  on    the  part   of  the 
broad  ligament  to  pull  down  through  the  ligature,  thus  causing 
hemorrhage.      Care    is    to    be   taken   that   the   Fallopian    tube   is 
included  in  the  ligature  up  to  the  uterine  cornua.     In  some  cases 
it  Ls  necessary  to  include  uterine  tissue  in  order  to  get  a  pedicle 


608 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-ROOK   OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


healthy  enough  to  hold  the  ligature  without  euttiiig  through.  Fre- 
quently the  ligiiture  cuts  tlirough  the  pedicle  like  a  knife,  com- 
pletely amputating  it.  It  becomes  necessary  then  to  pass  a  ligature, 
by  means  of  a  curved  needle,  deep  into  uterine  tissues  at  the  cornua 
in  order  to  control  the  bleeding.    The  same  proceeding  may  become 
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Ligmtton  by  Flgure-of-ctght  Ligature  of  the  Fallopian  Tube  and  Qt%rj. 

necessary  on  the  side  of  the  pelvic  wall.  It  is  a  serious  question 
whether  in  such  c^ses  the  proper  treatment  is  not  found  in  the  com- 
plete removal  of  the  uterus,  together  with  the  ii]>pendages.  Patients 
with  such  legions,  when  the  appendages  alone  have  been  removed, 
are  very  prone  to  return  for  treatment,  suffering  with  leucorrheal 
discharge,  pain,  and  continued  bk^'ding:  the  uterus  in  such  cases  is 
often  found  to  be  still  enlarged,  and  the  writer  has  on  several  oc«a- 
sions  been  compelled  to  remove  it  in  order  to  secure  a  cure. 

The  Staffordshire  knot,  or  the  so-called  Tait  knot,- is  an  exoeed- 
Ingly  dangerous  one,  and  should  be  avoided,  especially  by  bej;iiinerB- 
The  knot  is  so  complicated  that  it  is  difficult  to  tie,  and  should  any 
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"due  part  of  it  be  inaccimitely  and  lightly  applied,  the  whole  loop  is 
liable  to  become  loose.  Occasionally  the  pedicle  is  so  large  that  it 
is  not  safe  to  include  it  all  in  one  ligature.  It  is  then  best  to  tie  in 
sections,  quilting  it  from  side  to  side  as  the  cobbler  does  in  his  work. 
When  the  ligature  hji.s  been  Jirmly  secureil,  the  Fallopian  tulte  and 
ovary  are  cut  away,  leaving  suilicieat  of  a  button  to  ensure  that  the 
ligature  will  not  slip  off.  After  cutting  away  the  a|ipendage  the 
stump  should  be  seared  with  a  Paquelin  cautery  as  an  antiseptic 
precaution.  There  is  always  a  small  portioti  of  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  tuite  protruding  from  the  centre  of  the  stump  often 
containing  septic  luatterj  which  it  is  nuich  t^afer  to  de.«troy  than 
to  leave  free  in  the  torn  and  denuded  pelvis.  When  the  ligatures 
are  tightened,  usually  all  free  hemorrhage  ceases  and  the  only 
bleeding  is  merely  an  oozing,  which  will  .stop  of  its  own  accord  in 
u  shoit  while.  It  may  be  advisable  to  place  a  ligature  about  some 
jwint  which  bleeds  with  especial  freedom,  but  usually  one  or  two 
of  these  at  most  are  all  that  will  bo  required.  The  point.s  which 
will  be  most  pensi-stent  and  troublesome  are  those  on  the  uterine 
surface.  Wherever  they  are,  if  they  are  ]>icked  u]>  with  a  pair  of 
hemostatic  forceps,  and  a  ligature  carried  under  them  with  a  curved 
needle,  they  can  be  readily  controlled.  There  should  be  no  hemor- 
rhage during  the  enucleation  wliich  is  alarming,  and  generally  it 
is  better  to  ignore  entirely  what  there  is  and  linish  freeing  tlie  adhe- 
sions with  the  certainty  that  tiie  bleeding  will  end  as  soon  as  the 
ligatures  are  secured  about  the  pedicles.  Should  the  bleeding  be- 
come alarming,  it  is  because  the  ovarian  artery  has  been  severed, 
and  it  is  best  to  secure  the  vessel  by  passing  a  ligature  around 
it.  If  a  needle  be  pa^^.>^t'd  through  the  broad  ligament  near  the 
pelvic  wall  and  the  ligature  secured,  and  another  one  through 
the  broad  ligament  near  the  uterus  and  secured,  the  vessel  will  be 
caught  at  both  cutis.  The  enucleation  mav  then  be  finished  and 
tlie  mass  tied  away  in  the  usual  manner.  There  is  neither  necessity 
nor  occasion  for  packing  the  pelvis  with  gauze  or  sponges  to  control 
liemorrhage  during  the  course  of  the  enucleation  :  such  a  procetlure 
is  not  neeiled  in  the  case  of  venotis  bleeding,  and  can  otily  delay 
and  impede  the  operation,  while  in  arterial  bleeding  it  will  only 
control  the  hemorrhage  as  long  a.s  the  pressure  is  kept  up.  The 
bleeding  vessel  must  be  ligated  as  soon  as  tlie  gauze  is  withdrawn, 
and  the  result  of  its  use  is  simply  the  loss  of  valuable  time. 
If  during  the  course  of  the  enucleation  the  Fallopian  tube  or 
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ovary,  or  both,  be  found  distended  with  fluid,  either  purulent  or 
otlierwise,  it  may  be  well  to  empty  them  with  the  aspirator,  so  as  to 
avoid  their  rupture  during  the  operation,  and  consequent  soiling  of 
the  torn  and  bleeding  parts  with  septic  matter.  If  possible,  how- 
ever, it  is  better  to  remove  the  tumor  without  emptying  it,  as  aD 
enlarged  ovary  or  Fallopian  tube  is  easier  to  handle  and  enucleate 
than  a  small  or  collapsed  one :  care  should  be  observed,  however, 
not  to  rupture  it.  Should  it  rupture  and  the  parts  become  bathed 
with  the  contents,  or  should  one  or  more  pus-pockets  be  found  in 
the  lymph  surrounding  the  ap|>endages  and  evacuated  into  the  gen- 
eral pelvic  cavity,  the  parts  must  be  thoroughly  washed  out  and  all 
traces  of  the  fluid  removed.  If  the  intestines  and  omentum  have 
become  soiled,  they  must  also  be  carefully  washed.  For  this  pur- 
pose a  long-nozzled  irrigator  is  carried  to  the  bottom  of  the  pelvis, 
and  several  gallons  of  hot  water  are  passed  tbrough  it.  To  carry 
out  this  proceilure  two  fingers  of  the  one  hand  are  placed  in  the 
upper  angle  of  the  abdominal  incision  to  hold  the  intestines  back 
toward  the  abdominal  cavity ;  the  nozzle  of  the  irrigator  is  then 
pressed  toward  the  lower  angle  of  the  incision ;  a  funnel  is  thus 
formed  through  which  the  water  from  tlie  bottom  of  the  pelvis 
gushes  freely,  bringing  vrith  it  all  the  pus,  blood,  and  other  debris 
which  has  been  left  there.  The  heat  of  the  water  acts  in  addition 
as  a  good  liemostatic  to  the  oozing  points,  and  tends  also  to  combat 
any  tbreatened  shock.  While  the  irrigation  is  being  carried  out 
the  fingers  should  play  freely  among  the  intestines,  washing  them 
thoroughly.  Before  closing  the  abdominal  wound  a  last  look 
at  the  stump  should  be  taken  in  order  that- any  tendency  to  slip- 
ping or  loosening  of  the  ligatures  may  be  noted  and  corrected. 
Should  there  be  any  doubt  about  their  perfect  safety,  a  ligature 
can  readily  be  thrown  around  the  ovarian  artery  on  each  side  of 
the  stump  with  the  aid  of  a  curved  needle,  thus  rendering  assur- 
ance doubly  sure.  It  is  seldom  during  the  course  of  an  operation 
of  this  kind  that  the  ureters  are  injured  :  such  accidents  have  hap- 
pened, however,  and  this  possibility  must  always  be  borne  in  mind. 
When  large  surfaces  of  peritoneum  have  been  denuded  and  there 
is  free  oozing,  when  septic  matter  bas  soiled  the  seat  of  the  opera- 
tion, or  where  a  bowel  has  been  badly  damaged,  drainage  is  always 
indiaited.  Drainage  is  probably  more  often  required  in  this  class 
of  operations  than  in  any  other  in  abdominal  surgery.  A  drainage- 
tube  of  glass  or  gauze  is  passed  to  the  most  dependent  point  in  the 
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pelvis  and  brought  out  through  the  lower  angle  of  the  abdominal 
incision.  The  incision  is  closed,  prelierabty  with  a  silk  worm -gut 
suture,  although  the  character  of  the  suture  is  immaterial,  pro- 
vided it  is  surgically  clean. 

Frequently  during  the  course  of  an  operation  the  question  arises 
whether  or  not  certain  parts  should  be  removed.  If  it  lie  necessary 
to  remove  the  Fallopian  tube  on  one  side,  its  accompanying  ovary 
had  better  go  with  it,  and  ince  verm.  Either  Fallopian  tube  or 
ovary  by  itself  is  useless,  and  both  are  possible  sources  of  future 
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danger.  Should  the  ai>pendages  on  one  side  be  healthy,  it  is  unwise 
to  remove  them  together  with  the  diseased  ones  on  the  opposite  side, 
for  the  reason  that  it  renders  the  woman  sterile  "antl  brings  on  the 
menopause  with  all  its  attending  nervous  phenomena.  In  spite  of 
the  fact  that  some  good  surgeons  contend  for  the  removal  of  both 
ovaries,  it  is  better  that  the  patient  take  the  risk  of  a  second  opera- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  one  if  in  the  future  it  become 
diseased.  If  the  Fallopian  tube  is  not  already  diseased,  there  is  no 
good  reason  that  it  will  become  so  if  after  recovery  from  the  abdom- 
ioal  section  the  lining  membrane  of  the  uterus  be  treated  and  the 
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endometritis  cured.  It  becomes  iieeessai  v,  in  any  event,  to  adopt 
this  course  in  many  cases  after  the  appendages  liave  been  removed, 
in  order  to  secure  a  complete  recovery.  The  disease  originated  in 
the  uterus,  and  tlie  fact  that  it  has  spread  to  the  Fallopian  tube  and 
the  pelvic  peritoneum  is  no  reason  wl»y  it  does  not  ettU  exist  intra- 
uterine. As  a  matter  of  fact,  niiiiiy  of  these  patients  are  not  cured 
until  the  womh  has  been  curetted  and  treated  by  alterative  and 
stimulating  applications. 

The  question  often  arises  as  to  whether  an  operation  should  be 
performed  in  the  presence  of  an  acute  peritonitis.  If  one  have  the 
choice,  it  were  possibly  best  to  operate  in  the  quiescent  state;  but 
if  any  indicjitions  for  a  speedy  operation  exist,  no  hesitation  need 
be  had  on  account  of  the  inflammatory  attack;  its  cure  will  be 
assured  on  the  removal  of  the  a])]iendages.  The  large  masses  of 
plastic  lymph  which  accompany  it  are  broken  down  and  disajipear 
in  the  course  of  the  enucleation  :  within  twenty-four  hours  the 
pulse  and  temperature,  which  were  high  at  the  time  of  the  oi>era- 
lioti,  approach  the  normal,  and  the  patient  convalesces  within  forty- 
eiglit  hours.  Neitlier  need  menstruation  he  a  bar  to  oj>eration. 
When  both  appendages  have  V)een  removed,  there  is  always  a 
spurious  menstrual  flow  within  two  days  after  the  operation.  The 
only  possible  disadvantage  would  be  that  the  operation  might  he 
slightly  more  bloody  on  account  of  the  pelvic  congestion— not,  how- 
ever, more  than  if  an  acute  inflammatory  attack  were  in  progress. 

AVhere  both  appendages  have  been  removed,  the  menopause 
usually  becomes  established.  There  are,  however,  frequent  ex- 
cpptirnjs  to  this  rule,  atid  jmtients  return  to  the  surgeon  com- 
])laining  (hat  they  are  bleeding  at  regular  intervals,  and  juftt  ad 
jirofusely  as  before.  The  cause  for  this  hiis  not  been  satisfactorily 
explained  as  yet.  The  explanation  has  been  advanced  that  a  small 
ganglion  of  nerves  existed  at  the  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  Fallopian  tube  and  the  uterus,  and  that  there  hatl  been  a  failure 
to  include  and  remove  thi.s- ganglion  with  the  aj)pendage.  Praeticid 
experience  has  long  since  proved  the  falsity  of  this  theory.  It  has 
again  been  contended  that  an  ovary — a  third  cme — was  left  behind, 
but  this  has  also  been  proved  to  be  untrue:  these  cases  of  continued 
bleeding  are  quite  frequent,  while  but  few  men  have  ever  seen  the 
mythical  third  ovary,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  an  eminent  German 
authority  states  in  his  book  that  it  is  possessed  by  about  every  tenth 
or  twelfth  woman.     Some  few  of  these  patients  are  relieved  of  the 
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flow  by  a  thorough  curetting  of  tlio  cndomotriura  :  iu  others  this 
procedure  hiis  no  effect.  Usually,  after  a  shorter  or  longer  interval, 
meustruation,  which  at  first  remained  fairly  regular,  becomes  scanty, 
and  finally  diwippears,  the  cause  for  its  continuance  reniaining  a 
mystery. 

The  relief  following  the  removal  of  the  uterine  appendages  is 
not  always  the  same,  nor  is  the  best  result  obtatnetl  immediately. 
If  it  is  only  necessary  to  remove  one  side,  the  menstrual  function 
continue'S  much  the  same  as  usual,  and  many  of  the  benefits  of  the 
operation  are  realized  at  once.  Of  course  tlie  aches  an<l  pains, 
which  occur  more  from  habit  than  from  any  real  lesion,  continue  to 
a  certain  extent  until  the  patient  returns  to  a  good  condition  of  gen- 
eral health.  This  requires  time  and  building  up.  Sliould  both 
aides  have  been  removed,  all  the  nerve-symptoms  of  tlu^  meno- 
pause appear  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  operation,  and  the 
woman  oftentimes  feels  worse  than  before  the  operation  was  i>er- 
fornied.  The  menopause,  which  is  artificial  uiuler  these  circum- 
stances, assumes  a  shorter  auti  more  stormy  course  than  wheti 
the  wouuin  ehauges  naturally.  The  best  efiects  of  the  operation 
cannot  be  ex|)ectetl  until  this  time  is  past,  which  may  not  be  for  a 
year  or  two.  The  immediate  relief  from  pain,  however,  is  marked, 
and,  although  the  woman  is  not  altogether  well,  she  is  relatively 
and  comparatively  so:  where  she  was  a  chronic  invalid  before, 
she  is  now  able  to  be  about  and  attend  to  her  daily  duties.  The 
great  trouble  with  surgeons  is  that  they  expect  too  much  from  the 
operation,  and  lead  their  patients  to  do  the  same.  TJiis  is  a  great 
mif^take.  80  much  local  damage  hsis  been  done  by  the  inflamma- 
tion, and  the  general  health  is  so  wrecked,  that  the  wouuin  will 
never  again  be  the  same  well  woman  she  once  was:  such  a  result 
is  neither  to  be  expected  nor  obtained  in  very  many  instances. 
An  absolute  cure  should  never  be  promised;  only  relative  results 
can  safely  be  counted  upon. 

The  pain  which  so  often  remains  with  the  patient  after  the  ope- 
ration cannot  always  be  accounted  for.  At  times  the  onientum 
or  intestine  may  become  adherent  to  some  denuded  spot  or  to  the 
stump.  The  dragging,  incident  to  the  peristaltic  action  would  then 
give  rise  to  pain.  Frequently  it  is  due  to  intestinal  colic  or  to  the 
compression  of  the  nerve-filaments  by  the  ligature.  In  some  ca.ses 
it  18  impo.Msible  to  account  for  the  pain  on  any  other  ground  than 
that  it  was  not  originally  caused  by  the  ovarian  or  tubal  disease,  but 
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resulted  ei^seutialJy  from  a  nerve-disease  from  tl»e  first.  An  opera- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  uterine  appendages  for  pain  as  the  only 
indication  is  rarely  justifiable.  Whether  or  not  there  has  been  a 
pelvic  inflammation,  the  surgeon  should  always  be  able  to  demou- 
nt rate  positive  disease  of  tlie  Fallopian  tubes  and  ovaries  by  a 
bimanual  examinatioiii  before  counseling  a  surgical  operation  for 
their  removal.  The  paiu  may  be  the  result  of  a  pelvic  inflam- 
mation, but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  removal  of  the  appendages 
will  cure  this  symptom,  unless  the  appendages  are  diseased  and  can 
be  shown  to  l>e  the  seat  of  the  suffering. 

Some  of  the  worst  and  most  hopeless  ciises  of  pelvic  inflamma- 
tion recover  after  an  operation.  This  is  particularly  so  in  pus  cases. 
It  ir^  surprising  to  note  how  qiuickly  they  rally  even  when  they  have 
appeared  to  bt-  most  desperate.  For  this  reason  no  woman  should  be 
refused  the  chance  of  recovery  because  she  may  seem  too  far  gone 
for  relief:  unless  she  be  actually  dying  there  is  hope,  and  a  cou- 
scieatious  sui'geon  should  off'er  her  the  last  chance,  forlorn  as  it  may 
seem.  The  opej'ntioii  often  means  little  more  than  the  opening  of 
an  aliscess,  but,  whatever  it  umoinits  to,  a  short  etherization  and  a 
short  operation  frequently  makes  the  difterence  l)etween  life  and 
death  with  a  patient :  what  is  done  should  be  performed  as  quickly 
as  is  compatible  with  safety,  and  the  patient  gotten  back  into  bed. 
Should  the  enucleation  give  promi.se  of  being  a  long  or  hard  one, 
and  the  patient  apparently  unable  to  stand  it,  it  were  better  to 
empty  out  the  pus  and  place  a  drainage-tube,  leaving  the  com- 
pletion of  the  operation  to  some  future  time  when  the  woman  is 
better  able  to  sustain  the  shock  of  the  necessary  manipulations. 

From  time  to  time  diflerent  substitutes  have  l.>een  sougiit  for  the 
removal  of  the  appendages  in  pelvic  inflammation.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  open  the  abdomen,  break  up  all  the  ndliesions,  and 
allow  the  parts  to  remain  in  sUu.  Again,  it  has  been  stated  that 
it  was  proper  to  free  the  adhesions  of  a  Fallopian  tul«  containing 
pus,  and  squeeze  the  pus  into  the  uterus  by  stripping  the  tube  with 
the  fingers.  The  limbriated  end  of  the  tube  being  cut  away  and  its 
cavity  washed  out,  the  cut  end  is  then  stitched  into  tlie  a!)tloniinal 
opening  or  the  mucous  and  serous  membranes  brought  together  over 
the  denuded  portion.  All  manner  of  such  procedures  have  l>een 
practised  in  the  name  of  conservatism,  each  and  every  one  of  them 
being,  iu  fact,  more  tedious  aiul  more  dangerous  than  the  complete 
removal  of  the  diseased  and  destroyed  appendages.    The  only  justi- 
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fication  of  such  surgery  wouU  be  sulwecjuent  pregnancy.  As  yet 
there  is  httle  reported  wliieh  is  encouraging  from  that  Btatidpoint. 
To  open  the  end  of  tlie  FaUopian  tube,  which  Nature  has  sealed  to 
prevent  the  further  escape  of  iufeetious  matter,  is  only  to  invite 
the  infection  of  the  whole  pelvic,  if  not  abdominal,  cavity.  Fortu- 
luilely,  Nature  again  seals  the  opening  with  plastic  lymjih  within  a 
few  hours  after  it  has  been  returned  to  the  abdomen,  and  the  whole 
procedure  has  been  nullified  as  far  as  the  results}  expected  are  con- 
cerned. 8iieii  surgery  is  useless  in  this  class  of  diseases,  and  can 
only  end  in  disiippointed  hojies.  The  moment  the  parts  are  returned 
to  their  position  in  the  pelvis  they  re-adhere. 

Is  there,  then,  no  hope  of  a  cure  for  these  women  short  of  the 
removal  of  the  a]>pendages?  If  they  are  able  to  bear  their  suffer- 
ings until  the  change  of  life  is  established,  Nature  will  effect  a  cure. 
Pelvic  inflammatory  diswise  is  essentially  an  affection  of  youth  and 
middle  age;  it  seldom  occurs  in  virgins  or  after  the  change  of  life. 
After  the  menopause  it  gradually  becomes  inactive,  and  finally  censes 
to  give  rise  to  any  symptoms.     As  to  whether  or  not  a  patient  be 
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advised  to  wait  for  this  natural  cure  will  depend  much  upon  her 
suffering,  the  length  of  time  she  has  to  wait,  the  condition  uf  her 
general  health,  and  her  station  in  life.  A  well-to-do  woman  could 
readily  tide  over  a  few  years  more  or  less  with  comparative  comfort 
and  safety,  while  her  less  fortunate  poor  sister  would  be  forced  to 
call  u|x»n  the  surgeon  for  relief. 
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The  changes  which  take  place  in  u  woman  following  the  removal 
of  both  uterine  appendages  are  the  same  as  follow  the  natural  change 
of  life — none  other,  none  less.  The  woman  is  sterile ;  she  was 
sterile  at  the  time  of  the  operation,  and  would  never  have  l>een 
anything  else.  Often  the  sexual  appetite  is  increased;  never 
diminished!,  as  ia  commonly  supposed.  The  increase  is  i^imply 
the  return  of  the  woman's  natural  condition.  Her  pain  and  suf- 
fering and  ill-health  had  inhibited  the  sexual  appetite;  the>^e  being 
removed,  the  appetite  returns  in  full  force.  Gradually  ovL-r  the 
course  of  years  the  apjuetite  fades  in  exactly  the  sanie  manner  as  it 
does  following  the  natural  meno])ause.  In  some  women  it  is  lost  in 
a  few  years,  in  others  not  for  many.  The  woman  takes  on  a  growth 
of  flesli  and  becomes  more  matronly  :  otherwise  there  is  no  change 
— uo  coarseness,  no  growth  of  hair  un  the  face,  no  harshness  of  tlie 
voice,  no  masculine  appearance. 

As  a  result  of  neglected  pelvic  suppuration,  pus  frequently 
finds  its  way  to  the  surface  and  dischargi's ;  ofteuer  the  patient  dies 
of  exhanstiun  and  septicemia  Ijefuie  this  result  is  attained.  Fistu- 
lous openings  may  appear  in  the  rectum,  the  small  intestines,  the 
vagina,  the  blad<ler,  the  perineum,  the  abdominal  walls,  and  the 
gluteal  region.  If  the  abscess  has  been  unattended  with  involve- 
ment of  the  uterine  appendages,  sinuses  will  probably  close  an<l  all 
signs  of  snjtpuratiun  eease.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  appendages 
are  involved  in  the  suppurative  process,  as  they  most  frequently  are, 
the  sinuses  will  remain  open  in  spite  of  all  that  may  be  done  by  way 
of  medical  treatment;  the  discharges  continue,  and  the  patient  grad- 
ually becomes  more  and  more  exhausted  and  emaeiated,  until  she 
finally  becomes  bed-ridden,  and  dies  after  a  long  j»eriod  of  suffer- 
ing and  misery.  The  treatment  of  such  cases  is  unpromising. 
Abdominal  section  with  removal  of  the  abscess-.sac  is  the  only 
alternative,  however  bad  the  case  may  be.  When  the  pelvi.**  has 
been  cleansed  of  the  disea.-^etl  apjientlages  which  form  the  focus  of 
suppuration,  there  is  of  course  a  sinus  opening  into  the  |:>elvic  cavity. 
This  is  a  source  of  great  and  threatening  danger  to  the  woman  for 
the  first  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours  after  operation,  but  it  is  a 
risk  which  she  nuist  necessarily  assume:  there  is  no  avoiding  iL 
The  sinus  should  be  well  irrigated  from  within  the  pelvis  outward 
in  whatever  direction  it  runs,  and  it  should  be  disinfected  as 
thoroughly  jis  possible  throughout  its  whole  course.  If  it  {Kiisses 
through  any  considerable  amount  of  tissue,  it  is  well  to  introduoe  a 
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drainage-tubt'  into  its  outer  end,  so  as  to  ensure  the  flow  of  suppura- 
tive material  away  from  the  pelvic  cavity.  The  mouth  of  the  siuua 
in  the  i^wlvis  is  to  be  thoroughly  scraped,  cleansed  and  closed  by 
a  few  cutgut  stitches.  Nature  will  in  a  few  hours  add  additional 
barriers  to  any  infection  entering  the  pelvis  by  sealing  the  opening 
with  plastic  lymph.  JSliuuld  the  oj>ening  be  into  the  bladder  or 
bowel,  the  edges  of  the  perforation  are  to  be  carefully  prepared  and 
closed  with  stitches.  It  is  possible  that  the  condition  of  the  bowels 
will  be  so  bad  that  in  the  case  of  the  small  intestine  a  portion  must 
be  resected.  When  tlie  opening  is  too  low  down  in  the  rectum  for 
closure,  a  drainage-tube  must  always  be  placed  at  the  point  of  open- 
ing, and  the  bowels  kept  perfectly  quiet  with  opium  fur  three  or 
four  days,  so  that  no  fecal  matter  may  escape  before  the  0|>eniug  is 
sufficiently  closed  by  lymph.  It  is  possible  in  a  goodly  number  of 
these  extreme  c.i.'^es  to  get  a  good  result,  and  when  the  jiatients 
do  pass  through  the  operation  safely,  it  is  surprising  to  see  how 
quickly  they  regain  their  health  up  t<»  a  certain  safe  point.  At 
times  they  are  so  badly  wrecked  that  perfect  recovery  is  a  matter 
of  years.  The  ailhesiuiis  are  so  extensive  ami  deuse,  the  patient  in 
such  a  low  physical  condition,  and  the  damage  to  viscera  so  irre- 
parable in  many  cases,  that  they  are  unable  to  stand  the  necessarily 
prolonged  operation  or  they  suecumb  to  septic  peritonitis.  This, 
however,  should  be  no  reason  for  staying  the  surgeon's  hand  as  long 
as  he  can  give  a  re;isonable  chance  of  cure  to  a  res[)ectable  propor- 
tion of  such  cases.  These  cases  invariably  die  if  left  alone,  and 
each  one  cured  i.s  a  life  snatched  from  the  grave. 

The  sooner  the  general  profession  becomes  tlioroughly  indiued 
witli  the  vast  imjiortance  of  the  whole  subject  of  pelvic  inflamma- 
tion, and  acts  intelligently  upon  the  principles  here  laid  down,  the 
sooner  will  we  have  to  face  a  less  number  of  such  terrible  examph^ 
of  neglect  and  ignorance. 
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Definition, — By  the  term  "  ectopic  gestation  "  is  meant  a  preg- 
nancy situated  outside  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  and  the  title  ectopic 
is  preferred  to  that  of  extra-uterine,  as  including,  also,  pregnancy 
in  the  interstitial  portion  of  the  tube,  which,  while  ectopic,  is  not 
outside  of  the  uterus. 

Coriiual  pregnancy  will  not  be  included  in  this  article. 

History. — We  shall  not  enter  into  the  history  of  the  Bubject, 
save  to  say  that  Albucasis,  in  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century, 
described  the  first  known  cjise  of  ectopic  gestation.  For  centuries 
it  was  considered  one  of  the  rarest  of  Nature's  freaks,  but  since 
March  3,  1883,  when  Lawsou  Tail  of  Birmingham,  Eng.,  performed 
his  first  successful  operation  on  a  case  of  ruptured  ectopic  gestation, 
examples  of  this  condition  have  been  observed  so  frequently  that 
the  literature  of  reported  cases  is  voluminous,  and  to  Tait  and  his 
views  of  the  etiulogy  and  treatment  of  pelvic  hematocele  is  largely 
due  our  knowledge  of  the  subject  now  before  us.  Instead  of  regard- 
ing the  condition  a  rare  one,  we  know  now  that  it  is  comparatively 
frequont,  and  that  every  gynecologist  in  active  operative  practice 
must  meet  with  several  cases  each  year.  Formad  of  Philadelphia, 
in  a  series  of  350()  general  autopsies,  found  35  ectopic  gestations. 

The  relative  frequency  of  this  condition  at  the  present  time,  as 
compared  with  the  past,  simply  means  tliat  we  are  now  better  able 
to  recognize  such  cases;  and  many  of  the  deaths  formerly  assigned 
to  idiopathic  peritonitis  and  to  hematocele  were  undoubtedly  duo  to 
ectopic  gestation. 

Vakieties. — For  all  practical  purposes  we  may  regard  the  tube 
as  the  primary  seat  of  the  ectopic  gestation.  When  the  fimbriated 
extremity  of  the  tube  is  adherent  to  the  surface  of  the  ovary  and 
embraces  one  or  more  Graafian  follicles,  we  admit  the  possibility, 
after  rupture  of  the  follicle,  of  impregnation  of  the  ovum  before  it 
leaves  the  follicle,  and  its  development  within  the  ovary,  consti- 
tuting, in  one  sense,  an  ovarian  pregnancy,     Buch  an  event,  how- 
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ever,  if  it  ever  occurs,  would  be  so  extremely  nire  that  it  may  be 
left  out  of  consideration  in  a  practical  work  like  this  :uiJ  ectopic 
geduiion  be  regarded  as  originally  liibuL 

The  idea  that  an  "  abdominal  pregnancy  "  ever  occurs  primarily, 
as  such,  has  been  abandoneil.  It  seems  neither  rational  nor  possible, 
when  we  consider  the  absorptive  power  of  the  peritoneum,  that  an 
ovum  should  drop  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  meet  with  a  s[)ermato- 
zoon,  and  develop  there.  Knowing  as  we  do  how  easily  much 
larger  and  firmer  masses  are  rapidly  absorbed  by  the  peritoneum, 
we  do  not  believe  that  a  j'oung  fertilized  ovum  would  long  escape 
destruction.  We  shall  show  later  on  how  the  condition  culled 
"  abdominal  pregnancy  "  originally  started  iu  the  tulx\ 

Three  varieties  of  tubal  gestiition  are  recognized,  according  to 
the  situation  : 

1.  Tubal  proper  (free  tubal)  ; 

2.  Tubo-ovariau  ; 

3.  Tubo-uterine  or  Interstitial. 

The  first  variety,  that  situated  in  the  free  portion  tif  tlu^  tube, 
between  the  cornu  of  the  uterus  and  the  limbriated  extremity, 
includes  by  far  the  largest  number  of  eases,  and  consequently  is  of 
the  greatest  imjiortiuice. 

The  tubo-ovarian  variety  we  consider  as  still  sub  judicc.  As 
usually  described,  it  includes  the  condition  where  the  fimbriated 
extremity  of  the  tube  is  adherent  to  the  surface  of  the  ovary,  and 
the  gestation  takes  place  in  the  outer  extremity  of  the  tube,  between 
it  and  the  ovary.  This  variety  is  rare,  and,  as  the  treatment  would 
be  similar  to  that  of  the  first  variety,  and  the  diagtiuhis  would  in  all 
probability  only  be  made  at  the  operation  or  the  autopsy,  they  will 
be  considered  together.  We  shall  see  later  on  that  the  <lirection  of 
rupture  may  differ  in  the  two  cases. 

(Jareful  observation  of  specimens  of  ectopic  gestation  removed 
by  oj)eration  has  largely  modified  the  views  held  concerning  the 
tubo-ovarian  variety.  In  all  probability  cases  have  been  reported 
as  tubo-ovarian  in  which  the  ovary,  ju.st  as  coils  of  intestine  or  the 
uterus,  sini])ly  formed  a  part  of  the  sac  crcateil  by  adhesive  perito- 
nitis binding  tugether  adjacent  organs  about  the  blood-effusion,  re- 
sulting from  rupture  of  any  portion  of  the  pregnant  tube. 

In  the  tubo-uterine  or  interstitial  variety  the  gestation  occurs  in 
that  portion  of  the  tube  which  is  embraced  by  the  uterine  wall. 
This  constitutes  a  distinct  class,  and  will  be  considered  separately. 
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Etiology. — Concerning  the  etiology  of  ectopic  gestation  very 
little  is  known.  The  theory  which  has  gained  the  widest  accept- 
ance is,  that  it  is  due  to  some  lesion  in  the  interior  of  the  tube 
obstructing  the  ovum  in  its  passage  to  the  uterus.  This  lesion  is 
in  some  fasc.s  a  desquamation  of  the  epithelium,  in  some,  a  steuosia 
of  the  lumen  by  the  traction  of  peritonitic  adliesions,  causing  an 
angulated  condition  of  the  tube,  and  in  others,  a  change  in  the 
epithelium  short  of  desquamation,  but  sufficient  to  cause  a  departure 
from  its  normal  function.  The  theory  of  lesion  in  the  interior  of 
the  tube  seems  to  cover  a  large  number  of  cases,  and  is  strengthened 
by  the  fact  that  frequently  a  history  of  previous  trouble  on  that  side 
of  the  pelvis  can  he  elicited,  and  the  event  is  often,  though  not 
always,  preceded  by  a  period  of  sterility  :  it  is  also  supported  by 
the  theory  that  the  normal  site  of  iiapregualion  is  in  the  uterus, 
and  that  if  the  ovum  is  delayed  and  impregnated  in  the  tube, 
ectopic  gestation  results. 

In  some  cases  of  ectopic  gestation,  on  the  other  hand,  the  micro- 
scope has  disclosed  in  the  epithelium  no  deviation  from  the  normal. 

Tiiis  disaster  may  occur  at  any  age :  it  may  hapjien  in  a  woman 
who  has  borne  several  children,  or  it  may  occur  in  the  first  preg- 
nancy a  few  months  after  uuirriage. 

As  stated  above,  the  event  is  often  preceded  by  a  long  period  of 
sterility,  an<l  yet  it  may  follow  n  confinement  by  only  a  few  months; 
in  fact,  it  may  accompany  an  intra-uterine  pregancy.  In  this  case 
the  presence  of  the  intra-uteiiiie  gestation  may  perhaps  be  the  cattee 
of  the  extra- uterine. 

Pathoi-ogy. — We  must  consitler — 

1.  Changes  which  occur  in  the  tube; 

2.  Changes  which  occur  in  the  dvuui. 

Following  the  lodgment  of  the  ovnui  in  the  tube,  the  wall  of  the 
latter  at  first  thickens;  this  is  chiefly  due  to  its  increase  in  va.scu- 
jarity,  especially  at  the  site  of  attachment.  As  the  ovutu  grows  the 
tul>;d  wall  becomes  thinned  and  weakened  by  the  ingrowths  of  the 
chorionic  villi.  Simultaneously  with  the  growth  of  the  ovum,  the 
hml>riated  extremity  of  the  tube  becomes  ]»rogre.ssively  narrowed, 
until  at  about  the  eighth  week  it  is  completely  occluded.  The 
method  of  this  occlusion  has  been  accurately  described  by  Bland 
Sutton.  As  the  structures  of  the  tube  become  swollen  from  the 
congestion,  the  peritoneal  and  muscular  coats  of  the  fimbriated  ex- 
tremity form  a  prominent  ring  ubuut  the  fimbriie ;  this  ring  grad- 
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ually  projects  beyond  the  fimbritt,  then  contracts  and  closes  the 
ostium,  U'uving  the  hmbriffi  wiihiii  the  tube  coiiwiiled  from  view. 
Kow,  until  this  occlusion  occurs,  either  oue  of"  two  events  is 
possible : 

1.  Kupture  of  the  tubal  wall ; 

2.  Tubal  abortion. 

After  the  occlusion  of  the  fimbriated  extremity  the  ovum  can 
escape  from  tlie  tube  only  by  rupture  uf  its  wail.     As  the  chorion 
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develops,  the  tubal  wall,  thinned  by  distension  ant]  weakened  by  the 
inroads  of  the  villi,  finally  yiebls,  the  exciting  cause  coming  either 
from  without  or  from  within  the  tube. 

(rt)  From  without:  As  a  misstep,  lifting,  straining,  or,  not 
infrequently,  from  sexual  intercourse,  as  was  proven  to  he  the  case 
in  the  patient  from  whom  tlie  accompanying  specimen  was  taken, 
where  the  rupture  immctliatcly  followed  that  event. 

(6)  From  widiin  :  As  ;t  iM.'meirrhage  into  the  sac  from  separa- 
tion of  the  tulw-chorionic  vessels  in  the  process  of  organic  growth. 

This  ruplurc.  when  the  gestiition  is  situated  in  the  tube  proper, 
may  take  place  in  either  of  two  directions: 

1.  Through  a  jiortion  of  the  tube  covered  by  peritoneum — viz. 
into  the  peritoneal  ciivity.     (See  Fig.  315.) 

2.  Through  a  portion  of  the  tube  not  covered  by  peritoneum — viz. 
between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament — i.  e.  outside  the  peritoneal 
cavity.     (See  Fig.  316.) 
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lu  tlie  tiilio-ovariiin  variety  the  direction  of  rupture  would  be 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity  ouly. 

When  a  rupture  tsikes  place  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  either 
one  of  two  events  may  occur; 

(a)  The  hemorrhage  may  be  sufficient  to  prove  speedily  fatal  ; 

{b)  The  hemorrhage  may  be  inssuilicient  to  prove  speedily  fatal. 
In  the  latter  case  the  tubal  laceration  is  small:  the  chorion  in  its 
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attempted  escape  pUigs  the  opening  and  checks  further  hemorrhttge ; 
the  effused  blood  then  gravitates  to  the  pouch  of  Douglas,  finally 
coagulate.s,  and  is  roofed  in  by  peritonitic  adhesions.  In  this  way 
a  new  false  sac  is  formed.  As  the  cliorion  grows  this  new  sac  is 
ruptured,  with  a  second  hemorrhage,  which  in  turn  may  be  fatal, 
or  may  be  again  arrested  and  the  fatal  flow  postponed.  This 
process  may  be  repeated  several  times,  or,  indeed,  if  the  effused 
blood  is  small  iu  amount  and  the  rupture  occurs  early,  the  effused 
blood,  fetus,  and  membranes  may  be  absorbed  and  the  patient 
recover. 

The  death  of  the  fetus  usually  occurs  with  the  first  hemorrhage, 
but  Webster  reports  and  minutely  describes  a  case  in  which  the 
fetus  escaped  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  and  went  to  term,  the  so- 
called  placenta  remaining  in  the  tube.  This  may  have  occurred 
either  by  a  marked  distension  and  thinning  of  the  tube,  allowing 
the  gradual  escape  of  the  fetus  through  the  tubal  wall,  with  little  or 
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no  heinorrliage,  or  the  fetus  may  have  gradually  escaped  through 
the  fimbriated  extremity — i.e.  by  tubal  abortion. 

When  the  rupture  occurs  through  the  floor  of  the  tube,  between 
the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament,  the  death  of  tlie  fetus  also  usually 
occurs  at  once. 

Occasionally,  however,  the  chorion  only  gradually  changes  its 
site  of  implantation,  and  the  fetal  circulation  is  maintained ;  fetal 
life  continues,  and  may  go  to  full  terra  with  complete  development 
of  the  child. 

Tiianks  to  the  frozen-section  studies  of  Dr.  Berrv  Hart,  we  now 
understand  pretty  clearly  the  changes  which  occur  as  the  fetus 
develops.  These  changes  were  well  exemplified  in  the  case,  the 
specimen  of  which  is  illustrated  by  the  accompanying  plate  taken 
from  a  photograph.  The  folds  of  tlie  broad  ligament  are  opened 
out;  the  peritoneum  is  gradually  lifted  from  the  floor  of  the  pelvis, 
from  the  lower  portion  of  the  rectum,  and  from  the  side,  posterior 
surface,  and  fundus  of  the  uterus.  The  uterus  itself  is  enlarged, 
and  usually  pushed  to  the  siile  opposite  the  gastation-sac. 

The  distance  the  peritoneum  may  be  lifted  from  the  pelvis  and 
its  contents  without  its  rupture,  by  the  gradual  development  of  the 
fetus  or  by  repeated  hemorrhages  beneath  it,  seems  ahrost  incred- 
ible to  one  who  h.is  not  actually  seen  it  either  at  operation  or 
autopsy.  This  elevation  not  infrequently  reaches  to  the  level  of 
the  umbilicus  or  above,  and  explains  how  an  incision  may  be  made 
into  the  gestation-sac,  to  one  side  of  the  median  line,  without  going 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  We  say,  "  to  one  side  of  die  median 
line,"  for  although  the  peritoneum  may  be  strij)ped  from  the  side, 
posterior  surface,  and  fundus  of  the  uterus,  it  seems  to  remain 
attached  to  the  anterior  surface,  especially  at  its  lower  jiortion,  and 
an  incision  in  the  median  line  would  usually  go  through  the  peri- 
toneum. 

The  distension  of  the  broad  ligament  and  the  elevation  of 
the  peritoneum  is  well  shown  in  Fig.  317. 

The  amount  of  distension  which  the  }»eritoneum  forming  the 
folds  of  the  broad  ligament  will  tolerate  is  sometimes  exceeded,  and 
a  secondary  rupture  occurs  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  the  primary 
rupture  having  taken  place  extraperitoneal ly — viz.  from  the  tube 
down  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament;  the  secondary 
rupture  from  the  broad  ligament  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Either 
one  of  two  results  may  follow  this  event : 
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1.  Profuse  hemorrhage  into  tiie  peritoneal  cavity,  with  or  with- 
out tlie  esoape  of  fetus  or  fetus  and  j)kceiita ; 

2.  The  gradual  e^scape  of  the  fetu.s  into  the  peritoneal  cavity, 
with  Utile  or  (10  heinorrh;ige,  tlic  placenta  reiainiiig  its  attacbraent 
within  the  broad  ligament  and  the  fetu^  perhaps  continuing  its 
existence. 

The  first  result,  profuse  hemorrhage,  is  more  likely  to  occur 
when  the  distension  of  the  hroad  ligaiueut  is  due  to  recurring  hem- 
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orrhages,  atid  will  be  referred  to  again  as  one  of  the  possible  indica- 
tions for  operation  in  the  treatment  of  an  extraperitoneal  rupture. 

The  second  result,  escape  of  the  fetu-i  with  continuarice  of  iti< 
life,  is  of  great  intere.st  anatoniii-ally,  iis  it  explains  the  majority  of 
the  cases  in  which  a  fetus  has  been  found  free  among  the  intestines, 
and  has  given  rise  to  the  erroneous  impression  of  primary  abdoin- 
inal  j)regnaney. 

We  believe  that  by  far  the  most  usual  place  for  the  growth  of  an 
ectopic  fetus  escaped  from  the  tul>e  is  between  the  folds  of  the  broad 
ligament.  Webster  {Tuho-periioneai  Ectopic  Qe*latioi\)  has  demon- 
strated tlie  possibility  of  such  a  growlli  wliere  the  fetus  gradually 
escapetl  from  the  tube  directly  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  and  there 
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developed.     Tiiis,  however,  must  be  only  a  very  rare  exception  to 
the  rule  that  full-lcrni  ectopic  fcliistis  are  exlrapcriloneal. 

Tubal  Abortion. — By  this  term  is  meuiil  an  exjuilsion  of  tlie 
ovum  from  the  fmibriated  extremity  of  the  tube  at  iiny  time  before 
its  occlusion.  As  this  occlusion  takes  place  before  eight  weeks,  at 
the  Iate.st,  ttibal  abortion  is  consitlered  put^sible  only  during  the  first 
two  moTiths.  This  event  is  only  likely  to  occur  when  the  ovum  is 
implanted  in  the  outer  third  of  the  tube.  <^lii'  knowledge  of  tubal 
abortion  enables  us  to  understand  many  c«.se,s  of  etlusion  of  blood 
into  the  [leritoneal  cavity  in  which  we  (ind  at  operation  or  autopsy 
a  tube  emj)ty,  but  with  a  collap.sed  appearance,  as  though  it  had 
been  previously  distended ;  and  the  true  nature  of  the  case  is  often 
placed  beyond  doubt  by  finding  among   the   blood-clots  either  a 
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fetus,  fetal  membranes,  or  a  firmly-clotted  mass,  in  the   interior 
of  which  microscopical  examination  discloses  chorionic  villi. 

Tubo-utcrhie  or  Intrrdltlal  Pregnancy. — This  variety  of  ecto|>ic 
gestation  includes  tho.se  ca-ses  in  which  the  impregnated  ovum  is 
lo<lged  and  develops  in  that  portion  of  the  tube  which  is  embraced 
by  the  uterine  wall. 


526 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK   OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


Id  its  lifi'-Iiistory  this  condition  differs  from  the  other  varieties 
of  ectopic  gestation  in  the  following  particulars: 
(a).  Period  of  growth  beibre  rupture; 
{b).  Direction  of  rupture. 

8itujite<l  :us  it  is  within  the  substance  of  the  uterine  wall,  rupture' 
of  the  sac  would  not  be  expected  to  occur  at  as  early  a  period  aa  in 
the  varieties  called  tubal  proper  and  tubo-ovarian,  and  this  is  borne 
out  in  the  histories  of  reported  cases.  The  wall  of  the  gestation-sac, 
instead  of  rajiidly  thinning,  as  occurs  when  the  ovum  is  lodged  els 
wliere  in  the  tube,  markedly  thickens,  resembling  the  uterine  wall 
in  normal  pregnancy,  and  rupture  frequently  does  not  occur  until 
the  end  of  tlie  fourth  month. 

Direrlion  of  Rupture. — An  interstitial  pregnancy  may  ruptui 
in  either  one  of  two  directions:  1.  Into  the  abdominal  cavity.     (B* 
P^ig.  819.)     In  this  case  the  hemorrhage,  without  operative  interfer-l 
ence,  is  profuse  and  rapidly  fatal  on  account  of  the  thickness  andj 
vascularity  of  the  wall. 
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2.  Into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  Such  an  event  is  considered 
possible,  but,  as  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  positively  diag- 
nose the  condition  from  normal  intra-uterine  pregnancy,  this  dirw- 
tion  of  rujiture  we  must  regard  as  still  nubjudice. 

Cases  of  interstitial  pregnancy  are,  as  a  rule,  only  diagnottctl 
during  life  at  operation  necessitated  by  an  intra-peritoneal  hemor- 
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rhage,  the  pregnancy  up  to  the  time  of  rupturt;  being  consiriered 
normal. 

Period  of  Tubal  Rupture. — When  the  ectopic  gestation  is  either 
of  the  tubal  pro|)or  or  tubo-ovarian  variety,  ihe  rupture  occurs 
some  time  between  the  third  und  the  twelfth  week,  nio;;!  often  near 
the  eighth.  In  tlie  interstitial  variety  rujitiire  may  occur  at  any 
time  between  the  third  and  the  twentieth  week,  most  often  in  the 

Fio.  320. 


Preximiil  Kalloplaii  Tilbe  UJd  oj>en,  ili    "  >> 
without  till  1  ■  .1 


'-  klllv'l  by  hrmorrtiKge  Into  ll«  mcmbimnea,  but 
ii.'iiiti  froiu  llic  tulic. 


fourth  month.  In  tubal  abortion,  as  previously  stated,  the  ovum 
may  escape  ironi  the  tuln'  at  any  time  prior  to  the  occlusion  of  the 
fimbriated  extremity  which  occurs  at  the  eighth  week. 

The  isthmus  of  the  tube,  that  straight  narrow  jwrtion  just  out- 
side the  uteru.^,  seems  little  adapted  to  distension  with  the  growth  of 
the  ovum,  and  in  our  experience  rupture  of  the  gestation-sac  has 
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occurred  at  an  earlier  period  here  tluui  when  situated  in  tlie  auijmlla 
of  the  tube.  In  a  general  way,  theu,  we  might  say  that  an  early 
escape  from  the  tube  is  more  likely  to  mean  rupture  of  a  sac  situ- 
ated In  the  isthmus,  or  a  tubal  abortion,  than  a  rupture  of  thi 
ampulla. 

Changes  in  the   Ovmu. — Notwithstancfiug  the  implantJUion  of 
the  ovum  upon  foreign  soil,  the  fetal  portions  of  the  placenta  ai 
developed  much  as  they  wouM  be  iu  the  cavity  of  the  uterus;  it 
only  the  maternal  portion  which  i.s  lacking,  but  thi.s  causes  insecure^ 
attachment  of  the  chorion,  and,  as  the  fetus  develup.s,  a  rupture  of 
some  of  the  tubo-chorionic  vessels  easily  occurs.    This  usually  causes 
the  death  uf  the  fetus,  with  or  without  its  escape  from  the  tube. 

80  long  as  fetal  life  continues  the  growtli  and  development  of  the 
ovum  seem   fairly  normal.     When  death  of  the  fetus  occurs  early,'^ 
however,  with  hemorrhsige  into  its  mendirancs, a  condition  is  formeil 
80  resembling  a  uterine  mole  that  it  has  been  called  "tubal  molo" 
or  "apoplectic  ovum." 
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The  hemorrhage  separates  the  ovum  from  the  tubal  wall,  coagu- 
lates in  the  meshes  of  the  chorion,  causes  contraction  of  the  fetal 
sac  by  compression,  and  forms  a  mass  resembling  a  djirk-red  blood* 
clot.  This  may  be  found  in  the  tube,  or,  if  the  hemorrhage  caus 
the  death  uf  (he  ovum  at  the  same  time  it  causes  tubal  ruptui 
or  abortion,  the  tubal  mole  may  be  fimnd  among  a  mass  of  blood- 
clots,  either  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  or  between  the  folds  of  the 
broad  ligament.  Tliis  tubal  mole  may  at  first  be  mistaken  for  a 
simple  blood-clot,  but  on  .section  one  can  often  find  an  amniotic 
cjivity,a8  in  Fig.  321,  with  or  without  a  fetus;  or,  if  neither  amnion 
iu)r  fetus  is  discernible,  a  microscopic  section  will  usually  diseloae^ 
chorionic  villi. 
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As  previously  stated,  the  deatli  of  the  fetus  usually  occurs  at  the 
time  of  its  expulsion  from  the  tube.  Rarely,  however,  fetal  life 
continues,  and  may  even  reach  full  term.  Aller  its  expulsion  from 
the  tube  the  following  changes  may  take  jilace  in  the  ovum  or 
fetua : 

1.  When  the  death  of  the  ovum  occurs  early,  forming  a  tubal 
mole,  this  may  be  absorbed  by  the  tissues  in  which  it  is  lodged,  be 
it  peritoneum  or  connective  tissue.  Rarely  suppuration  in  it  may 
occur,  perhaps  from  the  [iroximity  of  the  rectum. 

2.  When  death  of  the  fetus  occurs  after  it  has  reached  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  development  and  its  bony  framework  is  well 
formed,  it  may  for  a  long  time  remain  quiescent,  the  liquor  anuiii 
being  gradually  absorbed.  Subsequently  it  may  mummify  from 
absorption  of  the  fluids  of  the  fecal  tisi^ues ;  it  may  calcify,  forming 
a  lithopedion,  may  be  changed  into  adipocere,  or  the  soft  parts 
may  suppurate  and  the  fetal  debris  be  discharged  into  the  rec- 
tum, vagina,^  bladder,  or  through  the  abdominal  wall. 

Symptoms. — The  symptom.^  of  a  patient  afflicted  with  ectopic 
gestation  are  of  great  importance,  for  by  these  symptoms,  coupled 
with  a  careful  study  of  the  history  of  the  patient,  the  diagnosis  is 
usually  made. 

In  almost  every  case  there  has  been  some  departure  from  the 
normal  menstruation.  Usually  the  patient  has  gone  over  her 
monthly  period  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  it  may  be  only  a  few 
days  or  may  be  several  weeks.  Occasionally,  however,  no  period  has 
l)een  skipped,  but  there  has  been  some  change  in  the  character  of 
the  last  menstruation ;  usually  a  lessening  in  amount.  Not  infre- 
quently, instead  of  the  menstruation  coming  on  in  the  usual  way, 
there  is  at  first  only  a  splash,  just  enough  to  stain  the  clothes,  then 
an  irregular  dribbling,  followed  by  a  more  or  less  irregular,  con- 
tinuous brownish  discharge  containing  debris.  The  early  symp- 
toms of  pregnancy  are  often  present,  such  as  morning  nausea,  sensi- 
tive breasts,  etc.  The  patient  often  believes  herself  pregnant,  and 
this  is  of  assistance  in  diagnosis. 

The  next  symptom  which  may  surprise  the  patient  is  a  sudden 
attack  of  very  severe,  sharp  pain  on  one  side  of  the  abdomen:  this 
pain  is  usually  excruciating,  causing  the  patient  to  feel  faint,  grow 
pale,  and  perhaps  lose  consciousness ;  she  is  often  covered  with  cold 
perspiration  ;  she  not  infrequently  vomits;  the  pulse  becomes  rapid 
and  the  teni|ieraturc  subnormal.    Usually  about  this  time  the  metror- 
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rhagia  appeurs,  and  may  contiuue  several  weeks,  being  due  to  the 
separation  of  tlie  uterine  decidiia.  Aa  shreds  are  usually  passed 
from  the  uterus,  the  patient  often  behevesshe  has  had  a  miscarriage 
and  that  her  troubles  will  soon  be  at  an  end.  Following  this  attack 
of  puit),  symptoms  of  pelvic  peritonitis  often  present  themselves. 
They  may  subside  and  the  patient  be  up  and  around,  when  she  is 
suddenly  seized  with  another  attack  of  sharp  pain,  syncope,  etc., 
perhaps  even   worse  than  the  preceding. 

Careful  inquiry  into  the  history  of  these  cases  often  elicits  the 
fact  that   the  patients  have   been  sterile  for  a  longer   or  shorter 
perioil ;  to  this,  however,  there  are  many  exceptions.     To  recapit- 
ulate, we  would  call  attention  to  the  following  symptoms : 
(a)   Amenorrhea ; 
{b)  Symptoms  of  pregnancy  ; 
(c)   Sudden  sharp  pain  with  syncope; 
{d)  Metrorrhagia; 
(e)  Often  a  history  of  previous  sterility. 

Physical  Signs. — If  exaniined  prior  to  rupture,  one  simply 
feels  a  distended  tube,  perhaps  a  little  more  boggy  and  vascular 
than  a  hydro-  or  pyosalpinx  of  a  corresponding  size.  There  is  the 
same  elongated,  sausage-shaped  mass,  extending  from  the  cornu  of 
the  uterus  laterally  or  downward  and  backward,  which  one  feels 
in  a  salpingitis.  The  uterus  is  enlarged ;  the  cervix  is  soft  and 
patulous. 

If  seen  at  the  time  of,  or  soon  after,  a  primary  intra- peritoneal 
rupture,  the  physical  signs  are  often  very  meagre.  There  is  usually 
no  distinct  tumor,  and  one  can  only  get  the  sensation  of  fluid  blood 
or  an  indistinct  doughy  feel  in  the  pelvis  and  the  constitutional 
symptoms  of  internal  hemorrhage. 

When  the  rupture  has  occurred  between  the  folds  of  the  broad 
ligament,  one  gets  all  the  physical  signs  of  a  pelvic  hematoma. 

Let  us  now  digress  a  little  and  consider  the  conditions  pelvic 
hematocele  and  pelvic  Hematoma,  By  pelvic  hematocele  we  mean  au 
effusion  of  blood  into  the  jieritoneal  cavity.  This  would  naturally 
gravitate  into  the  pouch  of  Douglas  should  this  not  be  obliterated, 
or,  if  profuse,  the  blood  may  rarely  flow  over  into  the  utero-vesical 
pouch  as  well.  Coagulation,  although  longer  delayed  than  in  blood 
effused  into  connective  tissue,  Anally  occurs,  and  the  blood-mass  is 
roofed  in  by  peritonitic  exudate  binding  together  adjacent  struc- 
tures— coils  of  intestine,  omentum,  and  uterus. 
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Etiology. — Cuiicerning  the  etiology  of  pelvic  hematocele  our 
ideas  have  changed  greatly  within  the  past  few  years.  While  for- 
merly the  text-books  coutaiued  loug  lists  of  causes  of  this  condition, 
operative  experience  has  taught  us  that  in  nearly  all  cases  we  can 
assign  hut  one  canae — viz.  ectopic  gestation  ;  and,  as  the  source  of 
the  blood,  the  tube,  either  from  rupture  or  from  tubal  abortion.  To 
this  general  rule  we  admit  exceptions.  We  know  that  after  the 
enucleation  of  diseased  tubes  and  ovaries,  or  tumors  of  the  same, 
an  oozing  surface  is  left  which  often  gives  rise  to  quite  a  large 
effusion  of  blood;  liere,  however,  the  cause  is  plain,  and  would  not 
pro<luce  confusion.  We  also  admit  the  jMjssibility,  from  a  slight 
traumatism,  of  rupture  of  peritonitic  adhesions,  some  of  which  are 
markedly  va.scular,  and  would  cause  a  considerable  blood-effusion. 
Other  possible  causes  are  rupture  of  an  ovarian  hematoma  or  exces- 
.sive  hemorrliage  from  the  rupture  of  a  Graafian  follicle.  These 
events,  however,  would  only  rarely  occur,  and  may  be  considered  as 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule  stated  above.  Most  of  the  cases  of 
regurgitation  of  blood  from  the  tube  we  believe  to  be  instances  of 
tubal  abortion. 

Phj^ical  Signs. — Previous  to  the  encapsulation  of  the  blood- 
effusion  the  physical  signs  are  very  few.  There  is  u  fulness  in  the 
pouch  of  Doughw  wiiicli  gives  to  the  finger  the  impression  of  thick 
fluid,  and  from  the  floating  uj)  of  the  intestines  there  is  usually  more 
or  less  distension  of  the  abdomen.  When  the  effusion  becomes 
encapsulated  by  jjeritonitie  adhesions,  the  mass  becomes  firmer  to 
the  touch,  the  posterior  forinx  bulges,  and  the  uterus  is  pushed 
forward.  As  the  blood  coiigulates,  the  increase  in  the  density  of 
the  effusion  becomes  apparent  to  the  examining  finger.  The  course 
and  prognosis  of  pelvic  hematocele  are  usually  similar  to  ectopic  ges- 
tation with  intra-peritoueal  rujnure.  and  will  be  discussed  later. 

By  pelvic  hemaloma  we  mean  an  effusion  of  blood  into  the  con- 
nective tissue  l>eneath  the  peritoneum — viz.  between  the  folds  of  the 
broad  ligament.  Here,  agnin,  although  other  causes  are  probably 
more  common  than  in  a  pelvic  hematocele,  a  very  common  cause  is 
the  rupture  of  an  ectopic  gestation -sac.  The  reason  for  considering 
other  causes  more  frequent  than  in  hematocele  lies  in  the  fact  that 
varix  of  the  broad  ligament,  due  to  various  causes  of  venous  con- 
gestion, is  common,  and  where  such  is  present  but  a  slight  trau- 
matism is  required  to  pro<luce  a  blood-effusion. 

Physical  Signs. — These  differ  from  those  of  a  pelvic  hematocele. 
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While  in  the  latter  there  is  at  first  no  limiting  membrane,  in  the 
former  the  eflusiuii  is  clearly  limited  by  the  folds  of  peritoneum 
forming  the  broad  ligament,  and  a  distinct  tumor  is  developed. 
This  tumor  bulgc^s  down  on  one  side  of,  and  behind,  the  oer\TX, 
pushes  the  uterus  forward  and  to  the  opposite  side,  and  can  be  felt 
above  Poupart's  ligament  when  it  has  lifted  the  jieritoueum  from  tlie 
pelvis.  It  seems  to  occupy  all  the  space  between  the  uterus  and 
the  sides  of  the  pelvis,  and  if  the  finger  is  inserted  into  the  rectum, 
the  effusion,  especially  if  situated  on  the  left  side,  is  found  to  have 
surrounded  it,  thus  producing  a  stricture.  This  is  due  to  the  ring 
formed  by  the  attachment  of  the  peritoneum  to  the  second  portion 
of  the  rectum. 

Concerning  the  changes  in  a  pelvic  hematoma,  two  are  possible : 

1.  Absorption.  This  is  possible  even  when  the  tumor  is  of  quite 
a  considerable  size  ; 

2.  Suppuration.     This  seems  frequently  due  to  the  proximity  of 
the  rectum,  or  if  the  hematoma  is  due  to  a  ruptured  tube,  infection 
may  come  from  the  uterus  through  the  stump  of  the  lacerated  tube., 
The  suppurating  hematoma  may  rupture  into  the  rectum,  vagina,J 
bladder,  or  rarely  above  the  pelvic  brim. 

Diagnosis  of  Ectopic  Gestation. — For  a  clearer  discussion,] 
this  may  be  divided    into  two  periods: 

1.  Prior  to  tubal  rupture  or  abortion  ; 

2.  Subsequent  to  tubal  rupture  or  abortion. 
Few  opportunities  are  presented  for  diagnosing  ectopic  gestation 

during  the  ante-ruptiire  period.  Unfortunately  for  tlie  diagno6i», 
the  patients  during  this  period  are  apt  to  suffer  but  little.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  have  abs(>hitely  no  symptoms  leading  them 
to  suspect  an  abnormal  condition.  Occasionally,  however,  perhaps 
from  surprise  at  the  symptoms  of  |>regnancy  after  a  long  period  of 
sterility,  or  in  their  first  pregnuncy,  in  order  to  determine  if  that 
condition  really  exists,  or  from  pain  in  one  inguinal  region,  they 
present  themselves  to  the  physician,  and  under  these  circumstanoeH 
the  diagnosis  has  been  made  a  number  of  times  and  its  correctness 
verified  by  subsequent  operation. 

To  enable  one  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  ectopic  gestation  prior  to 
rupture  we  would  emphasize  two  rules,  which  we  consider  of  great 
importance : 

1.  Whenever  a  pregnant  woman  presents  herself  with  a  masB  ati 
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the  side  of  or  behind  the  uterus,  always  think  of  the  possibility  of 
ectopic  gestation. 

2.  Whenever  any  irregular  symptoms  of  pregnancy  occur  the 
menstrual  liistory  should  always  be  carefully  inquifed  into,  noting 
any  change  in  its  character,  the  exact  duration  in  days,  and  its  rela- 
tive amount  during  each  of  the  months  wtiich  are  open  to  suspicion. 

The  reasitii  that  so  many  more  diagnoses  of  ectopic  gestation  are 
now  made  than  formerly,  and  made  correctly,  lies  in  the  fact  that  we 
are  now  on  the  watch  for  that  condition.  We  need  frequently  to  ask 
ourselves:  Can  this  be  ectopic  gestation?     And  this  is  especially 
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imperative  when  we  meet  with  the  early  symptoms  of  pregnancy — 
nausea,  sensitive  bretists,  softened  cervix,  etc.,  with  a  distended  tul>e 
at  the  side  of  the  uterus.  This  may  be  a  hydro-  or  pyosalpinx 
aimply  coexisting  with  jtregnancy.  On  the  other  hand,  however, 
its  boggy  feel,  a  nither  marked  vascularity,  and  a  careful  observance 
of  the  second  rule  stated  above  concerning  menstrual  history  may 
lead  us  to  make  a  probable,  if  not  a  positive,  diagnosis  of  ectopic 
gestation. 
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Another  factor  in  the  diagnosis  of  this  condition  is  the  expulsion 
of  the  uterine  decidua.  While  the  ovum  is  deve]o]>iug  in  the  tul>e 
there  is  forming  in  the  uterus  a  decidua  resembling  that  of  a  normal 
pregnancy,  but  difl'ering  from  it  in  having  a  smooth,  inner  surface, 
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Seeldtta  In  Situ:  fibroid  uterus  removed  bi  time  of  ofienilion  (or  ruptured  ectopic  K««UUion. 

unbroken  by  the  attachment  of  the  ovum ;  in  other  words,  having 
no  decidua  reflexa  or  serotina ;  it  is  all  decidua  vera.  This  decidua, 
usually  at  or  near  the  time  of  tubal  rupture  or  abortion,  is  discharged 
from  the  uterus,  sometimes  entire,  sometimes  in  small  particles  or 
shreds.  It  is  a  membrane  varying  from  an  eighth  to  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  thickness,  shaggy  on  the  surface  which  is  attached  to  the 
uterine  wall,  smooth,  but  presenting  numerous  fine  wrinkles,  on  the 
inner  free  surface,  Ou  niicroseojMcal  section  it  presents  the  a]>pear- 
ance  shown  in  the  accouipauying  cut.  When  passed  entire  it  forma 
a  triangular  sac,  containing  three  o|)enings,  one  corresponding  to 
each  Fallopian  tube  and  one  to  the  internal  os.  With  the  separa- 
tion and  discharge  of  this  decidua  there  occurs  a  metrorrhagia  which 
may  continue  for  several  weeks.  The  passsjge  of  these  shreds  with 
the  subse(]uent  metrorrhagia  is  often  a  source  of  error  both  to  the 
patient  and  her  physician,  and  a  miscarriage  is  a  frequent  erroneous] 
diagnosis. 
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meuorrhea  from  the  ectopic  gestatiuii  would  Ije  tlie  frequeut  recur- 
rent character  of  the  former  at  the  time  of  a  menstrual  j>eriod  and 
the  absence  of  the  symptoms  of  prej^nancy.  According  to  Wyder 
and  Ayers,  the  clysmenorrheal  membrane  does  not  contain  the  large 
cells  seen  in  Fig.  324. 

The  diagnosis  of  ectopic  gestation  has  occasionally  been  made 
by  curetting  a  uterus  for  supposed  retained  secundines,  under  the 
impression  that  the  patient  had  had  a  miscarriage,  and  finding  the 
uterus  empty  save  for  the  ilecithui,  wliieh  showed  no  chorionic  villi. 

Diagnosis  at  the  Time  of,  and  It^ubsequent  to,  Tubal  Rup- 
ture OK  Abortion. — This  is  usually  not  difficult  if  a  careful 
history  is  obtained,  and  this  is  considered  in  conjunction  with  the 
present  condition  of  the  patient.  If  seen  at  the  time  of  tubal  rup- 
ture or  abortion,  we  find,  coupled  with  the  history  of  the  patient  dur- 
ing the  aute-rupture  period,  the  symptoms  of  sudden  shock  and 
internal  hemorrhage.  The  patient  is  suddenly  seized  with  a  .sharp, 
excruciating  pain,  usually  on  one  .side  of  the  abdomen.  She  feels 
faint,  grows  ])ale,  perhaps  loses  consciousness ;  the  surface  of  the 
body  is  often  covered  with  cold  perspiration  ;  the  pulse  is  rapid 
and  feeble;  the  temperature  is  often  subnormal.  These  symptoms, 
especially  if  there  has  been  a  j>eriod  of  amenorrhea,  should  always 
suggest  a  ruptured  ectopic  gestatinn-sac.  If  the  patient  survives 
this  primary  rupture — and  she  frequently  does — the  symptoms 
abate,  only  to  be  repeated  at  almost  any  instant,  with  or  without 
a  fatal  re.sult. 

If  seen  suksequent  to  the  time  of  tubal  rupture  or  abortion,  we 
have,  in  addition  to  the  history  of  early  pregnancy,  with  one  or 
more  attacks  of  sharp  pain  and  threatened  collapse,  the  physicjil 
signs  of  either  a  pelvic  hematocele  or  a  pelvic  hematoma,  depend- 
ing on  whether  the  rupture  was  intra-  or  extra-peritoneal. 

Differential  Diagnosis. — The  condition  most  likely  to  be  con- 
fused with  an  ectopic  gestation  is  probably  a  tube  distended  with 
either  serum  or  pus,  especially  the  latter.  The  physical  signs 
of  the  two  conditions  prior  to  rupture  often  closely  resemble  one 
anotlier,  and,  just  as  the  rupture  of  an  ectopic  gestation-sac  i.s  fol- 
lowed by  symptoms  of  shock  and  then  j>eritoniti8,  so  may  the 
rupture  or  leakage  of  a  pus-tulie  be  followed  by  similar  symptoms. 
The  chief  point  in  their  differentiation  is  the  difference  Id  their 
clinical  history.  Here  comes  in  the  necessity  for  eliciting,  if  pres- 
ent, the  symptoms  of  a  possible  early  pregnancy.     During  the  ante- 
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rupture  period,  as  already  stated,  ilie  greater  vascularity  and  boggy 
feel  of  a  jiregnaiit  tube  may  enable  one  to  differentiate  it  from  a 
pyosalpinx. 

Subsequent  to  the  rapture  the  symptoms  of  the  two  conditions 
differ  more  widely : 


Eupturtfd  Ectopic  GtMation  w. 

Frequency  of  pulse  greater. 
Temperature  at  first  subnormal ;  later  rides 

slightly. 
Pain  of  shorter  duration. 
Patient  shows  loso  of  bl(M>d. 
Septic  iiymptomii  not  usually  present. 


Ruplurfd  Pyotaipiia. 
Frequency  yf  puUe  lesjs. 
Temperature  rises  steadily  and  markedly. 

Pain  of  longer  duration. 

Patient  doea  not  ghow  losa  of  blond. 

Patient  soon  shows  signs  of  sepsis. 


A  fibro-myoma  is  sometimes  confused  with  an  ectopic  gestation, 
and  in.stances  occur  where  the  differential  diagnofiis  is  difficult.  The 
means  on  which  we  rely  are  chiefly  the  difference  in  the  history  of 
the  two  cases  :  In  the  case  of  ectopic  gestation  the  short  history, 
first  of  amenorrhea,  then  attacks  of  sudden  sharp  pain,  iaintness, 
and  metrorrhagia ;  in  the  case  of  the  fibro-myoma  a  long  history  of 
gnulually  increased  menstruation,  and  perhaps  gradually  increased 
pressure-.eymptoms,  without  the  symptoms  of  early  pregnancy. 

In  physical  signs  the  fibro-myoma  is  usually  much  more  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  uterus  and  harder  than  the  ectopic  ges- 
tation. Both  conditions  may  coexist,  as  in  the  ease  from  which  the 
specimen  (Fig.  328)  was  taken. 

Into  the  differentiation  between  pelvic  hematocele  and  pelvic 
hematoma  due  to  ectopic  gestation  and  those  due  to  other  causes, 
we  shall  not  enter,  believing  our  present  knowledge  insufficient  for 
the  task,  and  that  most  cases  of  pelvic  hematocele  and  hematoma, 
especially  the  former,  are  due  to  the  rupture  of  an  ectopic  gestatioa- 
aac.  We  believe,  however,  that  in  the  present  state  of  our  know- 
ledge we  should  not  declare  to  be  due  to  an  ectopic  gestation  an 
effusion  of  blood  in  the  pelvis  found  at  operation  or  autopsy,  unless 
we  find  either  a  fetus  or  chorionic  villi,  or  unless  we  have  obtained 
from  the  uterus  a  decidua  devoid  of  chorionic  villi. 

The  appearance  of  the  chorionic  villi,  Jis  seen  in  section  under 
the  high  jwwers  of  a  microscope,  is  well  sljown  in  Fig.  32o.  The 
central  jwrtion  of  the  villus  is  seen  to  be  composed  of  irregular- 
bhaped  cells,  while  the  outer  wall  consists  of  a  single  or  double 
row  of  cubical  epithelium.  Sometimes  several  villi  may  be  seen  in 
a  single  field,  but  not  infrequently  a  large  number  of  sections  have 
to  be  cut  and  examined  before  a  single  villus  can  be  found. 
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The  Jifferences  in  the  physical  signs  of  pelvic  hematocele  and 
pelvic  heuiatoraa  have  already  been  given,  and  we  will  here  only 
refer  to  them. 

Tumors  of  the  ovary  are  sometimes  confused  with  ectopic  gesta- 
tion, but  a  careful  study  of  the  menstrual  history  and  a  search  for 
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Pbotomlcrograpb  of  Chorionic  Villi,  found  in  tb«  tube  of  k  oaae  of  «otopio  g«itaUon, 

the  physical  signs  of  pregnancy  will  usually  enable  one  to  arrive  at 
a  correct  diagnosis.  Mistakes,  however,  in  diagnosing  ectopic  gesta- 
tion are  bound  to  occur,  eveti  with  the  most  careful,  from  the  fact 
that  the  condition  is  sometimes  found  at  operation,  when  not  a 
period  has  been  missed  and  not  a  symptom  of  pregnancy  had 
been  presented. 

Treatmknt. — Tn    considering   this  division  of  our  subject  we 
would  recognize  two  periods,  requiring  separate  discussion : 
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1.  Prior  to  tubal  rupture  or  abortion ; 

2.  Subsequent  to  rupture : 

(a)  Intraperitoneal. 
{b)  Extniperitoneal. 

When  the  diagnosis  of  an  ectO]>ic  gestation  is  made  prior  to  the 
rupture  of  the  tubej  the  question  whieh  must  present  itself  to  every 
conscientious  gynecologist  is  :  How  can  we  bent  subserve  the  interests 
of  our  patient?  The  advocates  of  electricity  claim,  that  by  the  cur- 
rent, either  galvanic  or  faradic,  the  fetus  is  killed  and  the  products 
of  conception  are  absorbed.  A<lmitting  this  as  a  possibility,  we 
still  Iwlieve  that  we  are  nut  consulting  the  best  interests  of  our 
patient  by  so  doing. 

In  spite  of  the  unfortunate  case  of  Matthews  Duncan,  referred 
to  in  nearly  every  work  on  this  subject,  in  which  high  currents, 
both  galvanic  and  Inradic,  were  used  without  killing  the  fetus,  we 
believe  that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  when  seen  early,  electricity 
will  kill  the  fetus,  but  that  the  danger  to  the  patient  disappears  with 
the  life  of  the  fetus  we  cannot  believe.  Even  after  the  death  of  the 
fetus,  hemorrhage  into  the  tube  sufficient  to  cause  its  rupture  or 
tubal  abortion,  although  it  may  not  occur  in  every  case,  is  still  far 
from  improbable. 

Further  than  this,  while  waiting  for  a  cure  by  electricity  or  in 
the  manipulation  incident  to  its  application,  tubal  rupture  or  abor- 
tion, with  fatal  hemorrhage,  may  occur  before  the  surgeon  has  time 
to  open  the  abdomen  and  remove  the  sac.  A  forcible  illustration  of 
this  was  the  case  illustrated  by  Fig.  323.  The  patient  was  moved 
from  the  bed  to  the  table  for  the  a])plication  of  electricity.  In  so 
doing  the  tube  ruptured,  and  before  preparations  could  be  made 
and  the  abdomen  opened  the  patient  was  moribund  from  internal 
hemorrhage. 

Even  if  the  fetus  and  membranes  are  absorbed  under  the  use  of 
electricity,  a  damaged  tube  is  left,  which  is  very  likely  to  prove  a 
source  of  future  trouble. 

For  these  reasons  we  claim  that  electricity  is  not  a  satisfactory 
method  of  treating  this  condition.  Galvano-puncture  of  the  sac  is 
dangerous,  and  ought  never  to  be  used.  We  Wlieve  that  the  method 
which  gives  the  l)est  promise  of  deliverance,  not  only  from  present 
danger,  but  from  future  trouble,  is  cueliotomy,  with  removal  of  the 
pregnant  tube. 

We  admit  the  possibility  uf  a  tubal  rapture  or  abortion  with  only 
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a  siiglit  hemorrhage,  the  absorption  of  the  effusion,  and  the  recovery 
of  tlie  patient.  This  is  a  jjussibility,  but  no  oue  am  tell  wlien  tliis 
is  to  be  the  result,  or  when  a  rupture  is  to  occur  with  hemorrhage  so 
profuse  as  to  be  fatal  within  a  i'ew  hours  without  operative  interfer- 
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Taliul  Kupture  In  Case  of  Ectopic  OesUition. 

ence.  From  the  time  an  impregiiatioii  occurs  in  a  Fallopian  tube 
until  the  tube  is  removeil,  tliat  patient  is  never  free  from  danger. 

Moreover,  during  the  period  prior  to  the  rupture  of  the  tube 
the  operation  for  tlie  removal  of  the  gestation-sac  is  one  of  the 
simplest  in  abdominal  surgery,  and  in  the  hands  of  a  skilled 
o]>erator  should  have  a  mortality  nearly  nil. 

Let  us  next  consider  the  treatment  at  the  time  of,  and  subsequent 
to,  tubal  rupture  or  abortion.  Here,  again,  we  must  consider  two 
classes  of  cases  depending  on  whether  the  rupture  is  intraperitoneal 
OY  extraperitoneal.     If  intraperitoneal  I'upture  has  occurred,  rauet 
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electro-therapeutists  agree  tliat  the  time  for  their  method  of  treat- 
ment has  passed,  and  it  is  tlie  consensus  of  opinion  thsjt  there  is 
now  but  one  proper  treatment — viz.  coeliotoray  and  removal  of  the 
lacerated  tubal  sac.  We  do  not  mean  lo  say  that  every  case  is  fatal 
at  its  first  hemorrhagf.  Many  oases  prove  the  contrary,  and  in  the 
lumds  of  careful  observers  it  may  be  good  practice,  if  the  patient  is 
improving  in  pulse,  to  wait  till  she  has  rallied  from  the  shock  of  the 
initial  hemorrhage  before  o|)erating.  The  safest  rule,  however,  is  to 
prepare  at  once  for  operation. 

Just  a  word  as  to  the  method  of  procedure.  Strict  asepsis  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance.  The  gestation-products  and  the  effused 
blood  at  the  time  of  or  soon  after  rupture  may  be  considered 
aseptic ;  at  the  same  time,  they  form  a  medium  very  easy  to  infect, 
and  in  an  emergency  operation,  such  as  this  in  {U'ivate  practice  often 
is,  preparations  in  order  to  be  rigidly  carried  out  must  be  simple  in 
detail.  Fortunately,  in  heat  we  have  an  agent  which  will  place  our 
instruments  and  dressings  above  suspicion  of  infection.  While 
arranging  otlier  details  about  the  operation  the  instruments  may 
be  boiled  in  a  soda  solution  (1  per  cent,  solution  of  wasliiug 
soda),  and  at  the  same  time  water  may  he  boiled  for  irrigation,  if 
needed.  In  this  way  instruments  may  be  prepared  in  about  twenty 
minutes. 

During  tlie  preparation  of  the  instrument.s  the  skin  of  the 
patient  needs  attention  in  order  to  avoid  stitch -hole  infection. 
Probably  the  best  plan  is  to  leave  a  towel  soaked  in  a  soft-soap 
solution  on  the  abdomen,  while  the  instruments  are  being  sterilized. 
The  abdomen  is  to  be  thoroughly  scrubbed  with  soajv  and  water, 
washed  with  alcohol,  and  then  with  bichloride  (1 :  lOOU)  before  the 
initial  incision. 

On  making  the  incision  in  the  median  lino  down  to  the  peri- 
toneum the  latter  is  often  found  tense  and  dark,  and  at  the  first 
nick  of  the  j>eritoneum  iluid  blond  may  well  up  in  great  abun- 
dance. No  attention  must  now  be  paid  to  the  blood  already  in  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  but  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage,  the  lacerated 
tubal  sac,  is  to  be  seized  at  once,  ligated  and  removed.  The  manip- 
ulations necessary  for  the  removal  are  the  same  as  those  descriljed 
in  the  article  on  Pelvic  Inflammation.  The  same  structures  are 
dealt  with,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  tubal  pregnancy  is  complicated  by 
adhesions,  just  as  is  the  case  in  pus-tubes.  We  now  have  time  to 
remove  the  blood-clots  and  products  of  conception,  which  are  j>rob- 
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ably  free  in  tlie  abdominal  cavity.  Large  clots  and  masses  are 
reiuovc'd  bv  the  hand  ;  the  reinaimler  niav  either  be  floated  out  witli 
the  irrigating  fluid,  boiled  water  {preferably  containing  a  half-tea- 
spoonfui  of  common  salt  to  the  pint),  or,  what  is  often  sufficient,  the 
blood  may  be  simply  removed  by  sponging.  Too  much  time  must 
not  be  spent  in  attempting  to  remove  every  bUx)d-cIot.  Let  the 
pelvis  be  sponged  and  the  abdomen  closed.  Drainage,  as  a  rule,  is 
necessary. 

If  the  patient  has  lost  a  large  amount  of  blood  and  the  pulse  is 
very  feeble,  some  of  the  irrigating  saline  fluid  may  with  advantage 
be  left  in  the  abdomen  ;  also  a  saline  enema  containing  stimulants 
may  be  administered.  The  question  of  infusion  may  have  to  be 
decided. 

Extraperxtoncal  Rupture. — If  this  event  has  occurred,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  physical  signs  given  under  Pelvic  Hematoma — viz. 
the  circumscribed  tumor,  the  lateral  fixed  position,  stricture  of  the 
rectum,  etc. — the  treatment  is  usually  non-operative.  The  patient 
should  be  kept  quiet.  For  the  firet  few  hours  cold  applications  are 
of  value;  later,  heat,  both  externally  in  the  form  of  poultices  and 
per  vaginani  by  hot-water  douches,  is  required. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  f>elvic  hematoma  thus  formed  will 
gradually  be  absorbed.  There  are,  however,  three  possible  indica- 
tions for  a  future  operutinn  : 

1.  If  the  hematoma  sujtpurates; 

2.  If  repeated  hemorrhages  occur  into  the  sac; 

3.  If  fetal  life  continues. 

Occasionally,  through  infection  from  the  rectum  or  from  the 
uterus  througli  the  stump  of  the  lacerated  tulx^,  sup]niration  of  the 
hematoma  occurs  :  it  is  then  to  be  incised  through  the  vagina,  washed 
out,  and  thoroughly  drained.  If  repeated  hemorrhages  are  adde<i 
to  this  hematoma,  two  courses  are  open,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
tumor.  If  comjKiralively  small  and  situated  low  in  the  jielvi^,  it 
may  be  incisetl  through  the  vagina,  the  clots  and  debris  removed, 
and  the  cavity  drained.  If  large  and  extending  high  in  the  pelvis, 
coeliotomy  is  probably  the  better  operation.  The  broad  ligament  is 
incised  and  the  blood-clots  and  products  of  conception  are  removed. 
If  the  contents  of  the  sac  appear  aseptic,  the  sac  may  be  sponged 
out  and  then  closed. 

If  for  any  reason  the  contents  of  the  sac  seem  open  to  the  sua- 
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picion  of  sepsis,  the  sac  had  better  be  stitched  to  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Hbdoniinal  wound  and  drained. 

Fetal  Life  Cmitiuulng. — In  the  rare  condition  where  fetal  life 
survives  the  tubal  rupture,  new  problems  present  themselves.  We 
have  seen  above  that  in  almost  all  cases  this  only  ha{>|)ens  when  the 
rupture  is  extra-peritoneal,  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament. 
From  the  time  of  tubal  rupture  till  the  presence  of  a  live  fetus  ia 
tiioroughly  demonstrated,  the  patient  is  subject  to  the  same  rules  of 
treatment  as  have  been  previously  outlined.  Bub-scquent  to  this 
event  two  lives  have  to  be  eonsitlered,  and  the  life  of  the  mother 
seems  to  be  but  little  endangered  by  allowing  the  fetus  to  arrive  at 
full  term.  Havhig  arrived  at  a  diagnosis,  then,  of  a  living  eet<opic 
fetus,  the  patient  should  be  phiced  under  close  observation  until  the 
full  period  of  fetal  development.  To  wait,  however,  until  pseudo- 
labor  has  passed  and  the  cliild  is  dead  is  neither  scientific  nor 
surgical.  Having  prejiured  for  operation,  an  incision  is  made  well 
to  one  side  of  the  median  line,  so  as  carefully  to  avoid  opening  the 
peritoneal  c^ivity  ;  the  fetal  sac  is  incised  and  the  fetus  is  extracted. 
The  chief  point  at  issue  in  the  whole  treatment  of  a  living  ectopic 
fetus  now  presents  itself:  How  shall  we  deal  with  the  placenUi? 
To  strip  it  off  from  the  tissues  to  which  it  is  attached  would  usually 
mean  terrific  hemorrhage,  and  probably  death  of  the  patient.  The 
best  i>lan  seems  to  l>e  to  stitch  the  fetal  sac  into  the  abdominal 
wound,  thoroughly  cleanse  the  sac,  and  pack  it  with  gauze;  then 
to  keep  it  clean  and  drained  until  the  placenta  comes  away.  Law- 
son  Tait  has  recommended  cutting  the  cord  close  to  the  placenta, 
washing  out  the  sac,  closing  it  hermetically,  and  leaving  the  placenta 
to  l)e  absorbed.  This  method  of  treatment,  however,  has  not  met 
with  general  acceptance. 

Occasionally  the  fetus  will  be  found  to  have  been  dead  for  some 
time  anil  flie  placenta  loose.  In  this  case  of  course  they  are  both  to 
be  removed  at  the  time  of  operation. 

There  is  one  other  condition  the  treatment  of  which  requires  con- 
sidemtion — viz.  interstitial  pregnancy  with  intraperitoneal  rupture. 
Although  rare,  this  condition  needs  prompt  surgical  interference  if 
the  patient  is  to  be  saved.  The  treatment  is  abdominal  hyster- 
ectomy, and,  as  the  element  of  time  is  all-important,  the  extra- 
peritoneal treatment  of  the  stump  is  probably  the  method  of 
election. 
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Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Ovary. 

The  ovaries  in  the  liutnaii  female  are  situated,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  uterus  at  the  level  of  the  brim  of  the  true  pelvis,  in  the  pos- 
terior fold  or  leaflet  of  the  broad  ligament.     The  other  two  leaflets 
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of  the  ligament  are  formetl  superiorly  by  the  Fallopian  tube  and 
anteriorly  by  the  round  ligament.  When  the  woman  is  in  the  erect 
position  and  the  uterus  in  its  normal  situation,  the  ovary  lies  upon 
the  ligament  and  looks  ufvward  and  backward.  The  ovary  is  about 
an  inch  and  a  quarter  long,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  width,  and 
half  an  inch  thick,  convex  upon  the  posterior  and  flattened  upon 
the  anterior  surface,  resembling  in  shape  and  size  an  almond  ;  the 
external  extremity  is  blunt  and  roumled,  the  internal  pointed,  pro- 
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jecting  t(jward  the  ovarian  ligament.  It  its  connected  with  the 
uterus  by  the  latter  ligament,  which  is  about  one  inch  long. 

The  norma]  ovary  weighs  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  grains.  It  is  but  partially  covered  by  peritoneum,  as  is  demon- 
strated by  the  contrast  between  the  columnar  epithelium  of  its  pos- 
terior surface  and  the  pavement  epithelium  of  the  peritoneum.  The 
ovary  consists  of  an  external  cortical  portion,  composed  of  cellular 
elements,  and  an  internal  medullary  or  fibrous  portion,  through 
which  the  blood-vessels,  lymphatics,  and  nerves  are  distributed. 
The  blood- vessels  and  nerves  enter  through  the  lower  portion, 
which  is  called  the  hitum. 

At  the  fourtli  month  of  intra-uterine  life  the  germinal  epithelium 
and  the  stroma  undergo  a  proces.^  of  adhesion,  by  which  masses  of 
epithelium  are  aggregated  in  the  stroma,  forming  tubes.  Some  of 
these  tubes  possess  outlets  to  the  surface  of  the  organ.  Some  cells 
in  the  tubes  early  attain  to  considerable  size,  have  a  nucleus,  and 
form  the  ova.  The  ova  become  isolated,  and  by  further  prolifera- 
tion of  cells  acquire  a  receptacle — the  Graafian  follicle.  The  germi- 
nal epithelium  is  divided  by  vascular  stroma  into  two  layers — an 
f>uter,  composed  of  thin  columnar  cells,  with  one  or  two  rows  of 
round  cells,  which  contain  primitive  ova,  and  an  inner,  thicker 
stroma  between  two  layers  of  cells,  which  subsequently  forms  the 
tunica  albuginea. 

The  ovum  originally  consists  of  a  nucleus  and  nucleolus,  with  a 
small  amount  of  protoplasm.  It  is  never  situated  in  the  centre  of 
the  follicle,  but  occupies  the  side  most  dist^Tui  from  the  surface  of 
the  ovary.  The  number  of  ova  in  an  ovary  have  been  estimated 
as  numbering  from  36,f)0(>  to  400.rKXK  It  is  evident  that  Nature 
has  made  provision  for  the  loss  of  a  large  luimber  in  a  rudimentary 
form. 

The  formation  of  ova  and  egg-bjills  terminates  with  fetal  life, 
but  the  isolatiiMi  of  the  ova  and  transformation  of  egg-balls  into 
follicles  may  be  continued  a  couple  of  years  later. 

The  blood-vessels  of  the  ovary  are  derived  frotu  the  ovarian 
artery,  aiiiilogous  to  the  spermatic  in  the  male,  which  comes  of!' 
from  the  aorta.  It  anastomoses  with  the  uterine,  a  branch  of  the 
internal  iliac  arterv. 

The  right  ovarian  vein  enters  the  inferior  vena  cava  at  an  acute 
angle  and  is  supplied  with  a  valve.  The  left  enters  the  left  renal 
vein  at  an  angle  and  is  without  a  valve.     To  this  anatomical  fact  is 
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attributed  the  greater  relative  frequency  of  disease  of  tlie  left  ovary. 
Tlie  nerves  enter  the  hiluni  as  two  fine  twigs  from  the  ovarian 
plexus. 

Puberti/. — At  birth  the  ovary  is  flattened  and  elongated.  As 
puberty  approaches  it  assumes  an  olive  shape,  which  indicates  the 
sexually  mature  female.  This  ]>eriod  Ls  characterized  by  the  advent 
of  the  intermittent  discluirge  known  as  menstruation,  supposed  to 
be  synchronous  with  ovulation.    That  these  processes  are  not  neces- 
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sarily  interdependent  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  women  liecomc 
pregnant  before  the  first  occurrence  of  the  menses,  and,  indeed, 
some  have  given  birth  to  several  children  without  ever  having 
menstruated.  Numerous  cases  are  upon  record  where  women  have 
become  pregnant  after  the  occurrence  of  the  menopause. 

Puberty  generally  takes  place  between  tin'  thirteenth  aud  fif- 
teenth years.  A  well-establi.shed  corpus  luteum  has  been  found  in 
the  ovary  of  a  child  which  died  at  nine  years. 

While  it  is  indisputable  that  ovulation  may  occur  without  men- 
struation, it  is  to  be  doubted,  notwithstamling  the  views  of  Tait, 
whether  menstruation  ever  takes  place  in  the  absence  of  l>oth  of 
the  ovaries.  The  cases  in  wliich  menstruation  has  continued  after 
the  ovaries  were  removed  are  those  in  which  a  portion  of  the  ovarian 
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HtroEim  was  overlooked  where  it  exleiHled  downward  upmi  the  ovarian 
ligament,  or  accessory  ovaries  were  prasent,  or  there  were  tufts  of 
ovarian  stroma  spread  over  the  adjacent  pelvic  peritoneum. 

The  mature  human  ovum  mea.sures  ^  of  an  inch  in  tliameter. 
It  is  provided  with  a  germinal  veside  which  ha*!  a  iliamcter  of  gfy 
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of  an  inch,  and  within  it  a  germinal  spot  wliose  diameter  is  g^j^  of 
an  iiifli.  As  the  ovum  matures  it  moves  from  the  <'etitre  to  the 
periphery  of  the  follicle;  induced  by  the  secretion  of  liquor  folliculi 
contained  in  its  distnis  proligerus,  it  is  impelled  against  the  thinned 
wall.     This  wall  consists  of  two  layers — an  outer,  the  ntroma  of  the 
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ovary,  and  ;n\  inner,  the  follicular  ei)ithelium.  The  ovisac  is  most 
vascular  at  tlie  [tolnt  of  rupture,  and  as  the  ovum  escapes  into  the 
peritoneum  or  oviduct  the  rviptured  vessels  bleed  and  fill  u})  the 
space  with  a  cfot.  Tliis  dot.  as  it  contracts,  Inrnmes  knnwn  a.'*  the 
corpus  Uiteum.     If  fecundation  of  the  ovum  has  occurred,  the  act 
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of  conception  leads  to  greater  vascularity  and  the  formation  of  a 
large  clot,  designated  the  true  corpus  iuteum  to  dit?tinguish  it  from 
the  fal.se  or  small,  less  durahle  formation  of  ordinary  unfecundated 
ovulation. 

The  true  corpus  luteum  is  largest  about  the  eleventh  week,  and 
continues  to  the  end  of  pregnancy.  The  false  rapidly  becoujcs 
smaller  and  presents  a  bright  aud  shining  centre.  The  successive 
rupture  of  matured  follicles  leaves  cicatrices  upon  the  surface  of 
the  ovary. 

Fallopian  Tube. — Projecting  from  each  side  of  the  f'uniliis  of  the 
Uterus,  just  posterior  to  the  round  ligament,  and  oc^cupyiug  the 
superior  fold  of  the  broad  ligament,  is  the  Fallopian  tube.  Its 
average  length  is  about  four  inches,  and  its  greatest  width  is  at  the 
outer  extremity,  called  the  fimbriated  extremity,  infundibulura,  or 
raorsns  diaboli.  Its  orifice  is  called  the  ostium  abdominals,  uiid  is 
surrounded  by  four  or  five  large  and  eight  or  teu  small  fiuibriie, 
which  are  continuous  with  the  mucous  lining  of  the  tube,  and  one 
of  which,  the  fimbria  ovarica,  extends  to  the  ovary.    The  narrow- 
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Tnntvenc  Section  of  the  Fallopian  Tube  of  a  Mocaqae  MoDkey. 

est  portion  of  the  tube  is  the  inner  or  uterine  end,  an  inch  long, 
which  is  known  hs  the  isthmus.  Its  orifice  is  cidled  the  ostium 
internum.  The  diameter  of  the  isthmus  varies  from  one-twelfkh 
to  one-sixth  of  an  inch,  while  the  diameter  of  the  ampulla,  or  outer 
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portion  of  the  tube  near  the  ostium,  is  from  one-fourth  to  one-third 
of  an  inch.  At  its  origin  the  tube  is  directed  upward  and  backward; 
theaiupulhi  curves  upon  itself  until  the  infundibuhim  or  fimbriated 
extremity  is  directed  toward  the  ovary.  The  fimbria  ovarica  lias 
iijion  its  iijjper  nurfaee  a  groove  bordered  by  small  fringes  or  fim- 
briffi.      Aioug  this  furrow  passes  the  ovum  to    the  oviduct  as   it 
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escapes  from  the  ovary,  doubtless  facilitated   by  the  current  pro- 
duced by  the  wave-like  motion  of  the  cilia. 

The  Failojiiau  tube  has  three  coats  of  layers — the  peritoneum, 
which  do€H  not  cotnj)letely  encircle  it,  forming  a  metsosulpinx  ;  the 
mu><cular,  consisting  of  longitudinal  and  circular  fdjres  ;  and  the 
internal  coat,  consisting  of  the  mucous  membrane.  The  latter  is 
thrown  into  longitudinal  furrows  and  projections.  Comparison  of 
Figs.  332,  333  and  334  shows  tliat  the  arrangement  of  the  folds  of 
tlie  tube  i.s  much  more  complex  than  it  is  in  the  human  female.    These 
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foldy  possess  the  clniraeteristies  of  glandiilar  structure.  The  mem- 
brane is  lined  with  ciliated  columnar  epithelium.  "The  fuuetioii 
of  the  latter,"  says  Tait,  "  is  to  ex[)et]ite  the  passage  of  the  ovum 
to  the  womb,  and  to  limit  the  opportunity  for  entrance  of  the  sper- 
matozoa/' This  theory  obligates  conceptiun,  as  a  rule,  to  occur  in 
the  uterus,  but  the  re]>eated  occurrence  of  ectopic  gestation,  in  cases 
in  which  careful  examination  has  failed  to  disclose  any  abnormal 
condition  of  the  membrane  between  the  gestation-sac  and  the  uterus, 
goes  far  to  discredit  the  theory. 

The  most  important  change  taking  place  at  puberty  is  in  the 
structure  of  the  tube.  It  becomes  more  vascular,  its  muscular 
structure  is  develoj^ed,  ami  the  epithelial  layer  is  fully  formed. 
These  changes  result  in  the  functional  movement  through  which 
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pregnancy  is  rendered  possible,  As  has  already  Ix-en  noted,  ovula- 
tion has  repeatedly  occurred  prior  to  puberty,  but  the  ovum  ha.<* 
been  lost  in  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Ovulation  may  continue  after 
the  menopause,  though  the  ovaries  have  become  atrophied,  but  the 
tubes  will  then  have  become  straightened,  and  again  fail  to  carry 
the  ovum  to  the  uterine  cavity. 

The  ovary  and  tube  are  situated  in  the  folds  of  the  broad  liga- 
ment, the  superior  fold  being  occupie<l  by  the  latter.  The  ligament 
is  continued  to  the  ileo-pectineal  line  by  (he  infundibulu-pelvic  liga- 
ment. Between  the  tube  ami  ovary,  and  within  the  fold  of  the 
broad  ligament,  is  an  embryonal  body,  which  consists  of  a  number 
of  small  tubes  and  cysts,  and  is  known  iis  the  parovarium  or  oi^jrai 
of  Roseumiiller.     It  is  most  probably  the  remains  of  the  Wolffian 
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boily.  Tilt'  tubes  ot'  which  this  body  is  composed  sometimes  ex- 
tc'iui  into  ihe  hiUiiii  of  the  ovary,  and  thus  afford,  according  to 
s(Uiio  authorities,  a  congenital  source  of  origin  for  some  forms  of 
oviirian  cyst.  A  shkiII,  tliin-walled  cyst,  known  as  the  cyst  or 
hydiitid  of  Morgagtii,  hangs  from  the  posterior  snrfnce  of  the 
Fallojiiuu  tube  by  a  lung  pedicle.  It  has  no  palhohjgical  sig- 
nilicance. 

Malformations  of  the  Ovary  and  Tube. 

Congenital  absence  of  both  ovaries  occurs  but  nucly.  When 
this  malforniation  occurs,  it  is  generally  associated  with  defective 
development  of  the  uterus.  In  such  patients  the  physical  changes 
in  conformation  incident  to  puberty  do  not  occur,  and  the  individual 
more  closely  re.seuibles  in  appearance  the  male.  When  one  ovary 
is  absent,  there  is  likely  to  be  a  deficiency  in  the  development  in  the 
corresponding  half  of  the  uterus  and  tube.  In  a  numl>er  of  cases 
there  has  also  been  an  absence  of  the  corresponding  kidney.  A 
third  or  accessory  ovary  is  very  infrequent. 

Doran  asserts  that  small  fibro-niyotnata  in  the  ovarian  ligament 
have  been  mistaken  for  sujieriiunierary  ovaries.  Small  islets  of 
ovarian  tissue  have  been  found  upon  the  peritoneum.  8uch  a  con- 
dition or  the  incomplete  removal  of  an  ovary  undoubtedly  has 
been  the  cau.se  of  menstruation  subsequent  to  oophorectomy. 

Where  the  ovaries  are  absent  or  marked  failure  iu  their  develoj)- 
nniit  has  occurred,  the  sexual  functions  are  never  performed  nor- 
nudly.  The  absence  of  one  ovary  or  its  serious  involvement  by 
disease  constitutes  no  obstacle  to  either  sexual  intercourse  or  con- 
ception. It  is  very  irufiortant  to  determine,  if  possible,  that  the 
ovaries  are  absent  or  ru<limentarv,  as  when  these  conditions  are 
once  recognized  the  absolute  futility  of  any  mesisures  to  esti^iblish 
menstruation  is  demonstrated. 

Malformations  of  the  Tubes  consist  chiefly  in  defective  de- 
velopment of  the  fimbriffi  at  their  abdomiual  ends.  The  tube  may 
be  unusually  short  or  have  supernumerary  ostea  or  openings.  These 
openings  may  be  provided  with  fimbria  or  the  latter  may  be  absent. 
An  unusually  convoluted  tube  is  sometimes  observed,  evidently  due 
to  its  defective  development,  resembling  the  condition  seen  in  women 
prior  to  puberty.  At  times  the  convolutions  of  the  tube  form  actual 
strictures,  which  contract  its  cavity  sufiBciently  to  render  the  woman 
sterile. 
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Displacements  of  the  Ovaey  and  Tube. 

Hernia  through  the  inguinal  ciinal  is  a  rare  coDclition.  It  is 
generally  found  upon  the  left  side.  Hernia  of  the  ovary  may 
occur  without  the  presence  of  any  other  organ  in  the  hernial  sac, 
unless  it  be  the  Fallopian  tube.  The  presence  of  the  ovary  ia 
generally  secondary,  however,  and  results  from  adhesions  to  the 
omentum  and  the  intestines. 

]Most  probably  the  first  surgical  removal  of  the  ovaries  was  per- 
formed by  Potts  for  ovarian  hernia.  The  displaced  organs  may 
readily  be  mistaken  for  glands  or  labial  tumors.  The  constant 
presence  of  a  tumor,  its  physiological  character,  the  dull,  sickening 
pain,  and  extreme  nausea,  should  aid  in  the  diagnosis.  Tlie  ovary 
has  also  been  known  to  make  its  exit  through  the  crural  canal,  the 
greater  sacro-sciatic  foramen,  and  the  umbilicus.  Such  displaced 
organs  may  become  cystic.  Cheuieux  has  reported  a  cyst  of  this 
variety  in  the  right  buttock  which  was  mistaken  for  a  lijmtna. 

Treat5Ient, — Taxis  should  be  judiciously  and  carefully  exer- 
cised, the  ice-bag  or  the  sand-bag  may  be  applied,  and  after  reduc- 
tion has  been  effected  a  truss  should  be  worn.  If  the  symptoms  are 
annoying  and  reduction  cannot  be  accomplished,  the  sac  should  be 
incised  anil  tlie  ovary  replaced  or  removed,  according  to  its  condition. 

Pkolapsus  Ovarii. — Dis]>Iacement  of  the  ovary  may  be  depend- 
ent upon,  or  independent  of,  the  pasition  of  the  uterus.  When  the 
latter  organ  is  retroverted,  the  ovary  follows  from  traction  through 
the  ovarian  ligament.  In  retroversion  the  ovarv  usually  lies  in 
front  of  the  uterus,  but  it  sometimes  lies  beneath  that  organ  in  the 
cul-de-sac.  The  ovary  may  be  displaced  and  the  uterus  retain  its 
normal  position.  The  prolapsed  ovary  is  exceedingly  tender;  the 
most  frequent  symptom  is  pain  during  or  after  defecation.  The 
paroxysm  thus  produced  may,  in  some  cJises,  last  an  hour  or  more. 
Other  symptoms  are  painful  coition,  dysuria,  and  dysmenorrhea. 

Etiology. — Prolapsus  is  generally  a  sequel  of  gestation ;  the 
broad  ligament  becomes  extended  and  the  infundibulo-pelvic  liga- 
ment may  give  way.  Enlargement  of  the  ovary  from  chronic 
inflammation  or  perimetritis  may  be  important  factors. 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  is  made  by  the  determination  through 
vaginal  and  rectal  examination  of  a  mass  in  Douglas's  pouch,  which 
is  movable,  may  be  pushed  upward,  or  whose  pedicle  can  be  distin- 
guished by  dragging  upon  the  tumor.     It  is  exceedingly  sensitive. 
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and  pressure  upon  it  produces  a  peculiar  sickening  sensation  simi- 
lar to  that  indiiceil  by  ju'cssure  upon  an  inthnned  testicle.  If  severe 
inilafumation  has  occurred,  the  ovaries  and  tubes  may  be  fixed  be- 
hind the  uterus. 

Treatment. — The  first  consideration  should  l)e  rest.  The  bow- 
els must  be  carefully  regulated  and  the  nuirital  relation  be  abso- 
lutely proliibited.  The  patient  may  be  placed  in  the  genu-pectoral 
position  and  the  organs  pushed  up  aud  maintained  by  a  suitable 
pessary.  The  Tlionias  aud  Muude  pessaries  prove  the  most  satisfac- 
tory, as  their  thickened  posterior  bar  affords  more  efficient  support 
and  decreases  the  possibility  of  the  organ  being  pinched  between 
the  pessary  and  the  sacrum.  The  occurrence  of  this  accident  is 
attended  with  agonizing  pain,  rendering  the  patient  unable  to  move 
until  the  pre.ssure  is  removed.  When  various  pessaries  have  been 
unsuccessfully  tried,  and  tlie  patient  is  incapacitated  for  her  duties, 
abdominal  sectiou  should  be  performed,  and  ovarian  fixation  cficcted, 
either  by  restoring  the  infnudibulo-]>elvic  ligament  or  suturing  the 
pedicle  of  the  ovary  to  that  part  of  the  anterior  parietes  eorre- 
sjMjuding  to  the  exit  of  the  round  ligament.  This  operation  may 
be  associated  with  ventro-iixati<m  of  the  uterus,  when  retroversion 
of  that  organ  complicates  the  displacement.  Descent  of  the  ovary 
alone  never  justifies  extirpation.  The  latter  procedure  should  only 
be  considered  when  tlie  displacement  is  associated  witli  marked 
oijphoritis  or  perioophoritis. 

Congestion  of  the  Ovaries. — The  ovaries  are  physiologically 
congested  in  ovulation  and  during  coition.  This  congestion  in  excess 
or  prolonged  becomes  pathological.  An  over-eongostioii  of  the  ova- 
ries is  not  infretpient  at  the  establishment  of  the  menstrual  furtction, 
especially  in  individuals  in  whom  the  mental  faculties  liave  been 
developed  at  the  expense  of  the  physicid  structure.  Girls  are 
often  too  closely  confined  to  school  ;uid  to  the  study  and  practitre 
of  music  when  Nature  is  exhausting  her  forces  in  their  develop- 
ment. Blood  may  extravsisate  into  the  follicles  and  stronui  of 
the  ovary,  more  frequently  into  the  former.  The  hemorrhage 
into  the  follicles  may  distend  the  ovary  to  the  size  of  a  hen's 
egg  or  even  to  that  of  an  orange.  Later,  this  is  converted  into 
a  pigment  the  consistency  of  honey,  having  a  rtisty  chocolate  color. 
Winckel  has  reported  similar  conditions  associated  with  heart  dis- 
ease, typhoid  fever,  phosphorus-poisojiing,  and  in  extensive  burns. 
The  follicle  generally  does  not  rupture,  but  the  ovarian  tissue  is 
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completely  destroyed.  A  case  came  under  the  observation  of  the 
authur  iu  wliieh  each  ovary  was  distended  to  the  size  of  a  siiuill 
onuuge,  and  consisted  of  thin-walled  cysts  filled  with  dark  grumous 
blood.  Follicular  apoplexy,  -m  well  us  ovartuti  congestion,  gener- 
ally occurs  in  the  sexually  immature.  It  in;iy  terminate  in  absorp- 
tion, or  the  ovary  may  rupture  and  a  large  hemorrhage  lake  place 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  causing  fatal  peritonitis. 

The  principal  symptom  of  congestion  of  t!ie  ovary  is  pain  in 
the  lateral  regions  of  the  pelvis,  for  a  week  or  ten  days  prior  to  the 
appearance  of  the  flow,  and  becoming  lighter  or  ilisa[»[)earing  with 
its  cessation.  The  escajie  of  blood  reHeve.s  the  engorged  organs, 
and  the  only  period  of  comfort  is  experienced  during  menstruation. 
The  flow  is  prolonged  and  excessive,  frequently  amounting  to  a 
hemorrhage.     The  patient  becontes  weak,  psile,  and  anemic. 

D1.4.GNOSIS. — The  existence  of  this  condition  should  be  suspected 
from  the  age,  near  pubert}' — the  excessive  and  j>rolonge<l  flow, 
anemic  appearance,  weakness,  pain  and  tenderness  over  the  }K*lvis — 
which  is  generally  more  marked  upon  the  left  side — and  not  infre- 
quently jiain  in  the  corresponding  mammary  gland.  A{)opleicy  is 
rarely  recognized,  as  it  presents  no  distinctive  symptoms. 

Termination. — Ovarian  congestion  under  proi)er  hygiene  and 
treatment  may  disappear.  Where  it  continues  it  is  transfornicnl 
into  chronic  inflainiuation.  The  collections  of  blood  in  follicular 
hemorihage  may  be  absorbed,  leaving  an  enlarged  cicatrix,  or  they 
may  break  down  and  destroy  the  ovarian  structure,  forming  au 
ovarian  hematoma.  Extensive  hemorrhage  with  rupture  of  the 
ovary  may  cause  pelvic  hematocele,  or  even  deatii. 

Tke.^tment. — Attendance  upon  school,  and  particularly  the 
study  of  music,  should  be  discontinued;  the  reading  of  emotional 
literature  interdicted  ;  and  ont-door  pursuits  encouraged,  such  as 
riding  and  walking.  City  girls  should  be  sent  to  the  country  or 
sea-shore.  The  bowels  should  be  carefully  regulated  and  a  gener- 
ous diet  afforded,  from  which  sweets  and  pastiy  must  be  largely 
excluded.  A  morning  sponge-bath,  followed  by  friction  with  a 
coarse  towel,  will  be  serviceable.  Rest  in  bed  for  a  few  days  prior 
to  and  during  the  entire  menstrual  perioid  .should  be  the  rule.  If 
the  flow  is  excessive,  the  period  shoidd  be  preceded  for  a  few  days 
by  the  administration  of  the  fluid  extract  of  ergot,  388,  or  of 
ergotin,  gr.  ij,  in  capsule,  three  or  four  times  daily  and  continued 
until  the  flow  ceases.     During  the  menstrual  intervals  potassium 
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Uroniiile,  gr.  xv,  or  potassium  chlorate,  gr.  v,  administeretl  Unve 
times  daily,  with  such  tonics  as  qiiiiiiue,  strychnine,  and  the  bitter 
tinetureSf  is  requireil. 

The  anemia  may  tempt  one  to  resort  to  the  use  of  the  salts  of 
iron,  but  experience  tenches  that  this  remedy  is  of  service  only  nfter 
the  tendency  to  hemorrhage  has  eeased.  Its  earlier  adnjinistration 
but  aggravates  tlie  tendency  to  bleeding. 

Oophoritis  axd  Perioophoritis. 

Intlammation  of  tlie  ovary  may  be  acute  or  chronic.  Aiuitomi- 
Cid  distinctions  of  pai'enchymiUouK,  follicular,  and  interstitial  are 
made,  but  such  distinctions  are  rarely  determined  ciinically. 

Acute  Oophoritis. 

In  acute  inflammation  the  ovary  becomes  enlarged,  filled  with 
cysts,  or  is  (Edematous;  the  cysts  are  filled  with  a  cloudy  serum 
looking  like  pus.  The  ovary  may  in  a  few  days  become  three 
or  four  times  its  normal  size.  The  cut  surface  will  exu»le  a 
hirge  quantity  of  serous  fluid,  while  in  more  severe  grades  a 
number  of  purulent  yellow  .streaks  will  be  seen  starting  from  the 
liihim.  A  smeary  mass  will  l>e  discharged  in  some  ca.ses,  while  in 
others  there  will  be  the  di.stinct  pus-collection  of  an  abscess.  The 
orgjin  may  attain  to  the  size  of  a  nnui's  head,  though  generally  it 
is  not  larger  than  a  hen's  egg,  when  it  produces  ihe  sensation  to 
the  examining  finger  of  a  firm  mass.  An  inflammation  of  the 
ovnry  may  progress  to  the  formnlion  of  an  abscess,  and  subse- 
fpieiitly  ihe  wntery  contents  be  alisorbed,  leaving  a  cheesy  mass. 
In  the  milder  forms  of  infiamni!itii>n  resolution  may  take  place. 
The  connective  tissue  undergoes  retraction,  depressing  the  surface 
here  and  there,  producing  premature  involution  or  cirrhosis  of 
the  ovary.  The  ovary  may  be  redticerl  to  the  size  of  a  hazel- 
nut. This  form  of  infiammation  is  j>rone  to  affect  both  ovaries, 
wliile  the  abscess  is  usually  found  in  but  one.  In  perioophoritis 
the  capsule  of  the  ovary  becomes  thickened:  the  eirtirc  organ  is 
bound  down  by  perimetric  bands  of  adhesions.  The  thickening  <tf 
the  caj>sule  renders  it  less  likely  to  rupture  with  the  ripening  of  the 
Graafian  follicle,  and  a  small  cyst  remains.  Under  the  influence 
of  disturbed  circulation  a  large  number  u\"  follicles  may  mature  at 
once,  producing  a  cystic  ovary.  The  partitions  frequently  break 
down,  and  a  large  cyst  is  formed. 
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Etiology. — The  priiiciiml  causes  of  acute  oophoritis  are — injury, 
septic  poisoniug  after  parturition  or  abortion,  gonorrhea,  arsenical 
or  phosphorus-poisoning,  the  exanthcmatii,  acute  rheumatism,  and 
loni{-eontinued  eutloniftritis. 

Sepsis,  without  doubt,  is  the  most  frequent  cause;  the  next 
frequent  is  gonorrhea.  Septic  inflammation  is  very  likely  to 
result  in  abscess  and  a  more  or  less  extensive  peritonitis.  The 
left  ovary  is  more  prone  to  be  the  seat  of  such  a  destructive  pro- 
cess, due,  according  to  some  authors,  to  the  difference  in  its  circu- 
lation. Gonorrhea  produces  }>erioophoriti8  with  a  binding  down 
of  the  ovary  by  adhesions. 

Symptoms. — The  patient  complains  of  intense,  lancinating  pain, 
generally  over  the  left  inguinal  region,  associated  with  extreme  ten- 
derness, elevated  temperature,  rapid  [)ulse,  and  frequent  chills.  In 
perioophoritis  the  symptoms  are  less  marked  than  those  of  mild 
peritonitis. 

Course  and  TERMTNATioif. — Acute  oophoritis  may  terminate  in 
resolution  aud  disappearance  of  the  abnormal  symptoms,  the  devel- 
opment of  an  abBcess,  its  rupture,  and  the  occurrence  of  a  rapidly- 
fatal  infective  peritonitis,  or  the  disejise  may  become  chronic. 

Treatment. — The  treatmeut  should  consist  in  absolute  rest  in 
bed.  the  administration  of  salines  until  free  purgation  is  secured. 
Tuieture  of  aconite,  gtt.  j-ij  every  hour,  is  of  vtdue.  Leeches  may 
be  applied  to  the  perineum  and  an  ice-bag  to  the  seat  of  pain,  or, 
where  better  borne,  hot  fomentations  with  opium,  or  morphine 
given  by  the  rectum  may  be  applied,  or  where  pain  Is  very  severe  the 
morphia  may  be  given  hypodermically.  When  an  abscess  forms, 
tbe  only  acceptable  treatment  is  surgical,  as  considered  elsewhenj. 

Chronic  Ovaritis, 

Chronic  intlaramation  is  much  more  common  than  the  acute  dis- 
order. It  occurs  during  the  period  of  sexual  activity,  and  more 
frequently  in  the  married.  The  ovary  may  be  enlarged,  presenting 
a  number  of  cysts  with  little  interstitial  growth  or  increase  of  the 
fibrous  tissue  of  the  organ ;  subsequent  atrophy,  known  as  cir- 
rhosis, occurs.  The  ovary  may  be  lixed  in  the  pelvis  by  an 
extensive  infiltrate,  so  that  it  is  immovable  and  scarcely  to  be 
distinguished,  or  it  may  be  movable  and  prolapsed  into  the  retro- 
uterine pouch. 

Etiology. — Chronic  ovaritis  may  be  the  sequel  of   the  acute 
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disease  ami  due  to  the  same  causes.  It  is  also  produced  by  exces- 
sive sexual  intercourse,  inasturbatioD,  sexual  excitement  without 
gratification,  suppressed  menstruation,  and  to  ojterations  upon  the 
cervix. 

Sysiptoms. — Pain  is  an  inevitable  feature,  experienced  with  the 
greatest  intensity  iu  the  groin  and  with  the  greatest  frequency  upon 
the  left  side.  It  is  persistent,  increased  by  locomotion,  by  a  misstep, 
or  by  jolting.  It  is  greatly  exaggerated  as  the  menstrual  period  ap- 
jiroaches.  If  the  flow  is  free,  amounting  to  a  menorrliagia,  the  pain 
is  relieved  or  may  disujipear;  if  it  is  but  slight,  the  pain  increa.ses, 
Wlien  the  jwiin  from  any  cause  is  intensified,  it  extends  down  tlie 
thighs  and  over  the  sacrum.  Not  infrequently  pain  is  felt  iu  one 
or  both  mammary  glands  of  such  intensity  as  to  lead  the  patient  to 
suspect  the  existence  of  malignant  disease.  Symptoms  of  spinal 
irritation  and  attacks  of  migraine  are  freqnent  near  the  menstrual 
|>eriods.  Hysteria  or  hystero-epilejisy  may  be  an  accompaniment. 
Sterility  is  an  almost  constant  result.  The  ovaries  are  generally 
tender  to  pressure,  though  they  may  not  be  to  any  considerable 
degree  enlarged.  When  prolapsed  behind  the  uterus  with  that 
organ  resting  upon  them,  they  are  sensitive  to  the  slightest  pressure, 
and  cause  pain  in  defecation,  and  especially  in  coition.  Frequently 
ihe  marital  relations  are  so  painful  and  produce  so  much  distress 
that  they  are  necessarily  discontinued.  Physical  examinatittn  must 
be  conducted  with  great  care.  When  the  organs  are  prolapsed  and 
fixed  behind  the  uterus  by  inflammatory  exudate,  the  careless 
observer  may  mistake  the  condition  for  retroflexion  of  the  uterus. 

Diagnosis. — The  determination  of  large  and  sensitive  ovaries, 
exaggerated  distress  for  a  week  or  ten  days  prior  to  menstruation, 
mammary  pain,  with  painful  defecation  and  coition,  leave  but  little 
room  for  doubt.  When  the  ]>hysiciil  signs  obtained  by  vaginal 
touch  are  obscure,  recta!  examiniition  will  Ite  of  great  service  tuid 
should  be  a  routine  practice.  Where  the  abdominal  walls  are 
rigid  or  the  pelvic  organs  very  sensitive,  an  examination  uutler 
anesthesia  may  be  of  value  in  supplementing  or  confirming  the 
diagnosis. 

Treatmp:\t. — Where  it  is  j)ossible,  the  removal  of  the  sources  of 
irril-iition  which  have  led  to  the  production  of  the  disease  should  be 
the  first  consideration.  The  marital  relation  should  Iw  suspended 
or  infrequently  practised;  vigorous  exercise  or  long  standing  upon 
the  feet  should  be  avoided.     The  patient  should  rest  in  bed  during 
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luetistruHtiou.  Blootl  may  bf  abstracted  by  leeches  U>  relieve 
severe  pait>,  Coutitei-irritation  witli  iodiue,  blisters  over  the 
region  of  the  ovaries,  or  meri-urial  inunctions  may  be  beneficial. 

Internally,  the  iulniinistratioti  of  the  potas^h  salts,  as  the  iodide, 
bromide,  or  chlorate,  alone  or  in  association  with  the  bitter  tonics, 
as  mix  vomica  and  cinchona  or  tJieir  alkaloids,  strychnine  or 
quinine,  often  give  marked  relief 

Benefit  has  been  claimed  from  the  following: 


IJ».  Auri  et  sodii  chloridi, 

Extractura  cannabis  indicse, 
Ft.  cap. 
Sig.  Take  one  capsule  three  times  <laily. 


gr.  ss. — M. 


Iclithyol  may  be  given  by  the  mouth,  vaginal  suppository,  or  by 
inunction  over  the  lower  abdomen.  The  bowels  shoukl  be  carefully 
regulated.  Fixation  of  the  ovaries  may  be  overcome  by  the  judi- 
cious use  of  pelvic  massage.  The  severity  of  the  attacks  of  pain  may 
be  much  ameliorated  by  the  administration  of  ten  drops  of  tincture 
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Diagram  or  \Xvc-  Stnit-tiirch  In  and  adjacent  (o  ihr  Hroiwt  Ligatneiit :  I,  la,  inuUlluruUr  cystic  tumor,  dprel- 
•ipc'cl  in  I,  part-iipUyraft  of  thf  ovary :  ;i,  papillonintiMis  fyntii-  tumor  of  llie  ovary  in  "J.  Cinsue  of  ihe 
liilum  »f  iIh'  ovary  ;  -1.  aimple  linmrt  ll»niiin"iil  cyst,  inileiHindtnt  of  llic  rwrovarium,  10,  «n<l  the  Kalliv- 
plan  tutjc ;  h,  a  Hiiiiilar  cyst  In  tb<.'  brtwd  llK»mctU  nWivc  llio  tuliv,  Imt  mH  rMniiwUHi  witli  It ;  li.  ■  Mni|l«r 
cyst  close  to  7,  nviiriun  flmbriii  nf  tlic  mix" :  H,  bydatiil  ef  MorKnirol  (this  never  apiiears  t<i  funn  a  l»r|!c 
cyst) ;  U,  cyst  dovelopcd  from  tin:  liorizamtiil  tulie  of  llic  jiArovarlum;  11.  cy«t  doveUiped  from  a  «c»»- 
trlcle  mbf  icyslsof  this  l:lnd  f^nii  the  papillomatou!^  tumurs  of  the  broad  lipimentt;  12,  13,  tracluf 
the  obUlerated  duct  of  liiiL'rltKT  i|>ii]iilbtmatr)U»  cyst!)  arc  lutid  to  bu  developed  along  this  tract). 

of  Pulsatilla,  four  times  daily  jireceding  the  exjiected  attack,  and 
continuing  it  until  the  menstrual  flow  has  been  well  established. 
In  severe  cases,  or  where  all  [>alliative  measures  have  failed  to 
render  the  patient  comfortable,  the  offending  organs  should  be 
removed. 
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Ovarian  Neoplasms. — The  neoplasms  of  the  ovary  may  be 
divided  clinically  iuto  cystic  and  solid  growths.  The  cystic  tuiuore 
include  simple,  proliferutiiig,  and  dermoid  cysts.  The  solid  tumors 
are  fibromata,  siircoinata,  and  caroiiininata,  and  are  comparatively 
rare.  Cysts  may  originate  in  any  part  of  the  tubo-ovarian 
structure,  as  the  cortical,  metlullary,  or  piiiL'nchymatous  struct- 
ure of  the  ovary;  in  its  interior  border  or  hilum ;  in  the 
structures  between  the  tube  and  ovary  known  as  Roseninniler's 
organ  or  tlie  parovarian  structures;  and  in  the  hydatid  of  !Morgagni, 
the  extremity  of  the  canal  of  Muller.  Cysts  are  al.*o  developed  in 
the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament,  and  are  known  as  broad-ligament 
cysts.  The  cysts  may  be  unilocular  with  limpid  content?,  or  raulti- 
locular  with  contents  varying   in  dilVerrnt  cysts,  some  clear   and 
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Broitd'Ugsinrni  VyH.  huUopiati  Tube  «iid  Ovary. 

limpid,  others  thick  and  viscid  or  discolored  with  the  admixture  of 
blood,  pus,  or  fat.  The  broad-ligament  cy.stJS  are  generally  unilocu- 
lar, containing  clear  fluid  ;  thiKseuriginating  in  the  hilum,  papillary; 
and  in  the  pan'tirhyinatiais  tis,sue  of  the  ovary,  glandular. 

The  cysts  may  be  divided  {tathologically  into  simple,  proliferating, 
dermoid,  and  parovarian,  or,  according  to  size,  into  small  and  large 
cysts. 

Under  small  cysts  may  be  descriU'd,  first,  .small  residual  cysts 
developing  from  Morgagni's  hy<latij|  or  the  horizontal  canal  of  the 
parovarium;  second,  follicular;  third,  cysts  of  the  corpus  luteum  ; 
and  fourth,  tubo-ovarian  cysts. 

The  large  cynts  inchnle,  first,  the  glandular  proliferous;  .s(^con<l, 
the  papillary  proliferous;  third,  dermoid,  simple  or  uiixed  ;  fourth, 


560 


^JV  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK    OF   GYNECOLOGY. 


parovariau,  including  several  varieties,  as  hyaline,  papillary,  and 
dermoid. 

Cysts  of  the  Hydatid  of  Morgagni. 

Attached  to  the  fimbriated  end  of  the  Fallopian  tube  is  generally 
found  a  cyst  varyiiig  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  cherry. 
It  is  transpfirent  and  has  a  thin  wall.  This  hydatid  is  the  remains 
of  the   extremity  of  Miiller's   canal,  and  is   rarely  absent.     The 
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length  of  its  pedicle  varies  in  different  individuals.  It  is  some- 
times nearly  an  incli  in  length  and  very  thin  ;  in  other  cases  it  is 
short  and  thick.  Doran  describes  a  supru-tubal  cyst  about  the 
size  of  the  former  and  of  the  same  appearance  and  structure. 
It  is  supposed  to  be  a  micro-cyst  of  the  broad  ligament  which 
has  slipped  under  the  serous  membrane  nnd  attained  this  uuusual 
position. 

Micro-cysts  of   the   Broad   Ligament. 

These  are  sunill  cysts  which  develop  in  the  structure  or  are  sos-j 
peuded  from  Rosen  miiller's  organ ;  other  cysts  are  found  free^ 
and  are  of  undetermined  origin.  Only  those  which  originate 
from  the  vertical  tubes  of  the  parovarium  have  ciliated  epithe- 
lium, and  are  likely  to  subsequently  develop  into  papillury 
growtlis.  The  others,  and  even  those  which  start  in  the  hor- 
izontal tube,  may  become  detached  from  the  broad  liganieut  and 
hang  b}'  a  sletxler  pedicle.  These  micro-cyst^  may  possibly  be 
tlie  starting-points  for  large  cysts  with  either  fluid  or  papillary 
contents. 
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Simple  or  Follicular  Cysts. 

These  cysts  are  formed  from  unrii}>tnri'il  Cimaliun  follicles  which 
become  dilated.  In  an  ovary  which  luis  not  attained  to  twice  its 
normal  size  may  be  found  fifteen  or  twenty  of  these  eystn.  They 
were  long  considered  ius  the  only  source  of  large  ovarian  cysts.  It 
lias,  however,  been  discovered  that  it  is  only  in  rare  cases  that  they 
attain  to  the  size  of  a  fist,  or,  at  the  utmost,  to  that  of  a  man's  head. 
They  contain  a  light  serous  fluid  with  a  specific  gravity  of  1(K)5  to 
102U.  The  cy.st-wall  is  thin,  has  a  light  gray  color,  and  is  in  large 
part  a  transparent  membrane.     The  disease  is  generally  bilateral. 

Etioixigy. — These  cysts,  even  when  of  large  size,  are  regarded 
as  dilated  Graafian  follicles,  because  of  the  difiereut  gradations 
observed  between  them  and  the  smaller  cysts.  In  the  smaller  size 
ovula  may  be  detected,  which  may  have  been  destroyed  or  have 
escaped  observation  in  the  larger. 

Dropsy  of  the  follicle  is  occasioned  by  its  failure  to  rupture  with 
the  increase  in  its  fluid  contents.  The  rupture  may  be  prevented 
by  its  deep  situation,  thickening  of  the  junica  albuginea,  or  deposits 
of  peritonitic  exutlatiou  over  the  surface  of  the  ovary.  It  juay  also 
be  caused  by  too  slight  a  menstrual  congestion,  which,  though  in- 
creasing the  secretion,  is  insufficient  to  produce  rupture. 

Cyst  of  the  Corpus  Luteum. 

This  cyst  was  first  describetd  by  Rokitansky,  who  believed  that 
the  corpus  luteuni  of  pregnancy  only  could  be  transformed  into  a 
cyst,  but  such  cysts  have  been  found  in  the  nulli|>arffi.  They  are 
generally  not  larger  than  a  walnut,  but  cases  have  been  described  in 
which  they  have  attained  the  size  of  an  orange  or  an  apple.  Nagel 
even  speaks  of  one  which  had  reached  the  size  of  the  adult  head. 
Microscopical  examination  shows  the  bud-like  papilla?  in  the  walls 
characteristic  of  the  corpus  luteum.  The  recognition  of  this  pre- 
vents their  coufusion  with  follicular  cysts,  or  even  with  suppurative 
ovaritis. 

TUBO-OVARIAN  CySTS. 

The  presence  of  an  ovarian  cyst  not  infrequently  resulti*  in  the 
formation  of  a  tulw-ovarian  cyst  through  its  proximity  to  ai  dis- 
tended tul)e.  Tubal  inflammation  early  results  in  fastening  the 
ostium  of  the  tube  to  the  ovary  by  firm  adhesions.  A  dilated  fol- 
licle or  a  small  cyst  may  readily  rupture  into  a  distended  tube,  with 
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which  it  is  iu  juxtaposition,  iiiul  form  one  sac,  the  smaller  part  of 
which  is  generally  furnish eil  by  the  tube.  They  do  not  usually 
attain  to  a  large  size.  The  Fallopian  tube  may  remain  permeable, 
and  as  the  fluid  increases  the  overflow  passes  into  the  uterus  ;  a  cqn- 
dition  known  as  profluent  ovarian  hydrojis  is  thus  ibrnied.  It  may 
be  compared  with  the  condition  engendered  by  liydrosalpinx  known 
as  profluent  hydrops  tnbfe.  The  open  tube  may  act  as  a  safety- 
valve,  preventing  the  growth  and  over-distension  of  the  cyst, 
and  in  some  cases  leading  to  its  complete  prolapse  after  every 
evacuation. 

Large  Cysts. — Proliferating  Cystomata. 

The  term  "  j>roliferat.ion,"  svs  applied  to  cysts,  refers  to  those  which 
are  highly  organized  and  abundantly  .supplied  with  blood-vessels.] 
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The  term  "  proligerous  cysts  "  is  also  applied  to  them,  and  indicates 
their  faculty  of  budding  and  generating  new  cysts  from  or  witlitn 
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the  original  growth.  lu  shape  they  may  be  spherical  and  regular 
in  outline,  simuhumg  the  jjresence  of  a  .single  cyst,  or  irregular, 
preseutiug  nodule-s,  indicating  a  midtilocular  tumor. 

They  may  vary  from  the  size  of  an  egg  to  that  of  a  tumor  weigh- 
ing metre  than  one  hundred  p<^^)tindsj  fdiing  uj)  the  entire  ahdomen 
and  encroaching  upon  the  tlioracic  viscera.  When  exposed  the 
cysts  present  a  pearly-wliite,  glistening  appeaianoe.  The  iliinner 
portions  are  ]Hir]tle,  green,  or  black  according  to  the  color  oi'  their 
individual  contents.  The  external  surface  may  be  smooth  and  oily, 
covered  with  pajiillary  growths  or  mucous  vegetations.  The  tumor 
generally  has  a  distinct  pedicle.  Tlie  consideration  of  the  internal 
structure  of  ovarian  cysts  justifies  their  division  into  areolar,  uni- 
locular, aud  mukilocular. 

Areolar. — When  an  areolar  cyst  is  opened  It  is  found  fdled  with 
spurs  or  trabeculoe  of  small  cysts  which  have  ruptured  to  forna  a 
large  main  cyst,  or  it  may  be  made  up  of  a  large  number  of  small 
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cysts  bound  together  by  loose  connective  tissue  almost  gelatijious  in 
appearance.  In  a  tumor  of  this  kind,  removed  from  a  y"»ung 
woman,  a  large  inimber  of  suTall  cysts  were  found,  Altliougli  the 
tumor  was  a><  hirge  as  a  pregnant  uterus  at  full  term,  it  contained  no 
cyst  larger  than  a  good-sized  plum. 

Unilocular  cysts  attain  to  an  enormous  size,  but  are  found  to 
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contain  evidences  of  previous  division  into  smaller  cysts,  and  It 
may  be  asserted  that  all  uuilocularcystsan.se  from  the  inultilocular  : 
even  in  the  large  tumors  close  examination  will  disclose  small  cjsts 
in  their  walls. 

Fhj.  340. 


MiiliiluruUr  ur  lilamhilur  i.vsloma. 


Mtdtilociilar  cysts  are  so  called  because  they  contain  a  number 
of  cysts  of  nearly  equal  size,  so  arranged  as  to  present  the  ap|)ear- 
ance  of  one  large  cyst.  d^H 

The  cyst-wall  can  be  divided  into  three  layers — an  outer  an»f^ 
nil  inner  of  tibrous,  and  a  middle  layer  of  connective,  tissue.  In 
the  latter  the  vascular  supply  is  distributed,  and  it  sometimes  con- 
tains vessels  as  large  iis  the  femoral  vein.  In  areolar  cysts  iUps*' 
vessels  can  be  seen  coui>!ing  upon  the  surface,  and  when  wf»unde<l 
may  can^e  dnngerous  or  even  fatal  hemorrhage.  I^arge  vessel.^  ore 
nTqneutly  found  free  in  the  gehitintjus  contents  of  large  cyst.'*,  and 
remain  after  the  <leKtruction  of  the  former  septa.  Such  vessels  raav 
be  the  source  of  hemorrhage  into  the  cyst. 
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The  extfriial  surfjice  of  the  cyst  is  covered  by  coinnuinr  epitlie- 
liura  differing  from  the  pavement  epitiieliiim  of  tlic  peritoneum. 
The  internal  surface  is  lined  by  low  cylinthicid  cells.  Section  of 
the  cyst-walk  shows  depressions  of  the  endothelium  resembling; 
aeinons  glands  with  a  narrowed  opening.  The  lining  nieinhrane 
ni!iy  be  covered  with  vegetations  turnied  from  proliferated  stroma, 
sininUuing  myoma  or  libro-sarcoma.  These  tuft,s  are  covered  with 
a  single  layer  of  endothelium.  Epithelial  piolongations  of  a  tubular 
form  may  jjenetrate  from  below  upward,  presenting  the  appearance 
of  carcinoma. 

The   contents  of  the  cysts  often    present   marked   contrasts  iu 
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color  or  consistency;  thus  they  may  be  found  either  almost  colorless, 
straw-colored,  green,  purple,  or  black  in  color,  thin,  and  thick,  viscid, 
or  gelatinous  in  consistency.  The  contents  may  vary  in  color  and  con- 
sistency in  different  cy.sts  of  the  sjime  tumor.  The  Ihiid  in  the  smaller 
cysts  is  generally  more  consistent  and  becomes  thinner  as  they  increase 
in  size,  the  result  of  changes  in  the  structure  of  the  epithelium. 
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Proliferating  cysts  may  he  dividefl  into  Iwo  clas^'ies :  first,  iijOri€ 
in  which  the  vegetations  are  tlerivetl  from  the  epithelium  autl  from 
glanduhir  tubes,  proliferous  glandular  cysts,  or  adenomata ;  second, 
those  in  which  tlie  connective  tissue  of  the  walls  develops  antl  pro- 
jects as  vegetations — proliferous  jiapillary  eysti?.  These  cysts  do 
not  differ  essentially  iu  their  origin. 

The  walls  of  the  cysts  may  undergo  the  following  degenerative 
or  retrogressive  processes : 

1.  Calc'ijicaiion  most  frequently  takes  place  in  tlie  inner  layer  of 
the  main  cyst-wall  as  deposits  of  granules  or  small  plate-s  of  lime 
or  the  formation  of  psammatous  bodies,  as  seeii  in  the  papillary 
cystomata.  The  calcification  increases  with  impairment  of  nutrition, 
a8  occurs  in  gradual  torsion  of  the  pedicle. 
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2.  Fatty  degeneration  occurs  in  the  papillary  cells,  which  are 
regenerated,  while  the  desquamated  fatty  cells  are  destroyed.  A 
similar  change  takes  place  ia  tlie  connective  tissue  and  walls.  The 
jirocess  is  enhanced  by  any  impairment  of  nutrition.  The  pressure 
of  cyst-contents  iiultices  this  change  in  the  septa,  resulting  in  their 
partial  or  complete  destruction.  The  presence  of  a  large  amount  of 
fat  in  the  fluids  is  indicative  of  slow  growth. 

'6.  At/icroiitatouK  changes,  which  generally  take  place  in  the  inner 
layer  of  the  wall. 

4.  Changes  due  to  inftirctions  in  which  whitish  OjMique  ixKlies 
will  be  found  in  the  septa  surrounded  by  a  red  zone. 

Papillari/  Ct/ft(tj/uat(i. — These  cysts  were  formerly  regarded  aa  a 
variety  of  the  glandular.  They  are  believed  to  have  developed  from 
the  paroophoron,  In  the  broad  ligament,  or  in  the  prolongations  of 
its  tumors  into  the  liihim  of  the  ovary.  They  iliffer  from  ordi- 
nary ovarian  or  odphoritic  cysts  in  that,  first,  they  produce  no  effect 
upon  the  shape  of  the  ovary  until  they  have  attained  a  large  size; 
second,  they  burrow  beneath  the  layers  of  the  mesosjdpinx,  and 
when  of  large  size  separate  the  layers  of  the  broad  ligament  beftiile 
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the  uterus  ;  third,  their  interior  is  filled  with  warty  growths.  These 
warts  furm  cauiiHower  growths,  or  masses  wliich  over-distend  and 
rupture  the  cyst- walls,  from  which  they  extend  to  the  adjacent 
organs,  particuhirly  the  peritoneum.  The  cysts  rarely  attain  to 
large  size,  and  in  the  mjijority  of  cases  are  bilateral. 

When  the  cyst  ruptures,  the  dendritic  mas.ses  infect  the  {perito- 
neum, producing  growths  upon   the  adjacent  tissues.     These  are 
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reddish  or  pearly-white  and  glistening  nutsses,  or  in  some  cases 
growths  three  or  four  inches  long  projecting  in  QSGry  direction 
and  having  the  appearance  of  steni.s  of  coral.  These  masses  have 
usually  partly  undergone  ralciKcation.  so  that  they  break  easily  and 
without  bleeding. 

These  tumors  are  characterized  by  slow  growth,  by  frequent  and 
early  pres.snre-symptoras,  and  generally  by  the  early  presence  of 
ascites,  which  soon  returns  after  puncture. 
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The  writer  hiw  had  a  number  of  cases  of  the  growths  under 
observation,  lu  a  recent  one  the  involvement  was  bilateral  anil 
beneath  the  peritoneum,  dissecting  it  off  from  the  posterior  surface 
of  the  uterus  ami  obliterating  the  retro-uterine  cul-de-sac.  A  large 
quantity  of  ascitic  fluid  was  drawn  oH',  wlien  the  entire  peritoneum, 
jjavietal  antl  visceral,  was  found  studded  with  small  red  masses.  In 
another  patient  the  entire  surface  of  the  uterus  and  broad  ligumenta 
was  covere<l  with  dendritic  masses  three  inches  lougj  which  hati 
become  partially  ealcilied.  Specimens  of  such  growths  are  repre- 
sented in  the  illustrations.  The  danger  of  peritoneal  infection  pre- 
cludes ta|)ping  when  there  is  any  rea.son  to  suspect  such  a  growtii. 

Ovarian  Dermoids. — Dermoid  tumors  are  those  in  which  are 
found  skin  or  nuicous  membrane  associated  with  the  structures 
generally  connected  with  such  tissues.^  The  tissues  most  frequently 
found  are  hair,  teeth,  nails,  sebaceous  and  sweat-glands,  and  mam- 
mse,  horn,  bone,  unstriped  muscular  fibre,  and,  in  rare  cases,  a  tissue 
resembling  brain.  The  hair  varies  in  color,  length,  and  quantity. 
It  is  not  always  of  the  same  color  as  that  of  the  person  from  whom 
the  tumor  is  removed.  The  sebaceous  glands  are  numerous  and 
produce  an  extensive  accumulation  of  fatty  material.  The  teeth 
are  irregular,  generally  imperfectly  formed,  though  presenting  the 
structures  of  dentine  and  enamel.  They  vary  in  number  from  two 
or  three  to  several  hundred.  They  may  dot  the  surface  of  a  mem- 
brane or  be  in.serted  in  thin  spicula  of  bone.  The  bone  is  gener- 
ally loose,  ill-formed,  and  irregular. 

These  growths  may  appear  at  any  age.  They  have  been  found 
in  children  at  birth  and  in  women  of  ninety  years.  A  tumor 
removed  from  a  girl  age<l  eleven  years  had  beeu  noticed  when  but 
eight  years  of  age.  It  involved  both  ovaries,  and  the  fundus  was 
imbedded  in  the  mass.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  was  made  to  form 
the  pedicle.  Tlie  tumor  contained  a  large  quantity  of  sebaceous 
material — hair,  bone,  teeth — and  at  one  point  a  ma.'^s  resembling 
one  side  of  the  upper  jaw  covered  with  mucous  membrane  and 
containing  a  row  of  teeth. 

Fig.  84;i  Avas  removed  from  a  woman  aged  forty-four  years,  who 
had  given  birth  tu  six  children.  It  cuataint'd  hair  and  sebaceous 
material.  Cullingworth  reports  a  woman,  in  whom  both  ovarieB 
were  apparently  involved  by  dermoids,  who  had  given  birth  to 
twelve  children  and  had  three  miscarriages — the  last  three  montlks 
before  the  removal  of  the  growths. 
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The  rupture  of  ovarian  dermoiiis  is  followed  by  peritonitis.  The 
irritatiiii^  clKiraeter  of  their  contents  coutniiuiiiculfs  puncture  prior 
to  their  removal.  The  writer  has  seen  a  case  in  which  an  attempt 
at  aspiration  was  followed  by  an  attack  of  peritonitis  which  proved 
fatal,  notwithstanding  ovariotomy  was  performed  three  days  later, 

iSoLiD  TuMoits  OF  THE  OvAiiY. — The  solid  growths  of  the  ovary 
comprisie  ')  per  cent,  of  the  cases  which  present  themselves  for  ope- 
ration, and  may  be  divided  into  tliree  groups :  the  fibro-niyoniata, 
sarcomata,  and  curcinomata.  The  first  group  is  frequently  divided 
into  two  groups:  the  fibromata  and  myomata.  The  former  are  rare, 
and  comprise  those  growths  in  which  the  minute  structure  consists 
of  wavy  bundles  of  fibrous  tissue  closely  packed,  intermixed  with 
stnall  round  cells.     In  a  few  instances  these  growths  attain  a  large 
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size.  "Williams  described  one  which  weighed  seven  pounds  seven 
ounces;  Doran,  one  of  seventeen  pounds.  The  wrvoma/w  are  more 
frequent  than  the  former,  but  are  not  common.  These  tumors  are 
prone  occa-sionally  to  undergo  calcjireous  degcneratiuti,  and  are 
under  these  circumstances  often  mistaken  for  o.sseous  tumors — a 
variety  of  ovaritni  degeneration  which  rarely  if  ever  occurs. 

Unstriped  mu.scular  fibre  occurs  in  the  ovary  as  a  continuation 
of  the  ovarian  ligament.  Tumors  of  the  ovary  composed  of  this 
tissue  sometimes  attain  to  largo  size.  Button  mentions  a  sjM?cimen 
in  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  removed  from  a 
woman  aged  (>8  yeai-s,  which  weighed  fifteen  pounds  two  ounces. 

Sarcomata  of  the  ovaries  differ  from  those  diseases  in  other  parts 
of  the  IkkIv  in  tliat  both  organs  are  likely  to  be  affected  simulta- 
neously.   They  may  belong  to  the  spindle-  or  rouml-cefled  varieties. 
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The  former  are  the  mure  frequent.  The  majority  of  solid  ovarian 
tumors  will  be  found  to  belontr  to  this  clais.  Sarcomatous  tumori? 
grow  rapidly.  Carter  describes  a  specimen  which  attained  a  weight 
of  ten  pounds  in  six  months. 
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Sbowlng  the  Structure  orcalctfled  Fibromata.    The  darkor  portiom  represent  *iK^  ot  mlcUlcaiiou. 

Carcinomata. 

Cancer  of  the  ovary  is  rarely  primary.  It  generally  is  secondary 
to  ovarian  adenomata.  The  latter  possess,  with  carcinomata,  a 
common  feature  in  the  presence  of  epithelium  arrangetl  in  a  definite 
manner,  and  e.xperience  has  shown  the  tendency  of  carcinoma  to 
develop  upon  adenomatous  growths.  Secf)ndary  cancer,  in  at  leant 
one  half  the  cases,  affects  both  organs. 

Parovarian  Cysts. 

Cysts  of  the  parovarium  may  be  divided  into  those  which  occur 
in  the  outer  series  of  tubules  free  at  one  extremity  and  known  asi 
Kobelt's  tubes,  an  inner  set  of  vertical  tubules^  and  lastly  a  large 
tube  running  at  right  angles  to  the  vertical  tubes  may  be  occa- 
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sioiialiv  tnietHl  dnwnwnrfl  to  the  vagina.  Tliis  is  Gsirtner's  duct. 
Tltert'  are  two  kinds  of  cysts  which  ari^e  from  the  parova- 
rium ;  the  moHt  frequent  are  the  small  pedunculated  cysts  con- 
nected with  Kobelt's  tubules,  whicli  do  not  become  larger  than 
a  pea,  and  consequently  have  no  clinical  importance.  The  most 
important  are  rhe  Bcssile,  which  remain  between  the  layers  of  the 
raesoetilpiiix,  and  as  they  enlarge  burrow  into  it.  In  thesje  large 
cysts  the  P'allopian  tube  becomes  elongated.  Small  cysts  are  usually 
transparent;  when  they  become  larger  than  a  cocoanut  this  appear- 
ance is  lost.  Tlie  fluid  is  clear,  limpid,  with  a  specific  gravity  of 
1010  and  an  alkaline  reaction.  They  are  distinguished  from  the 
ovarian  c3'sts,  first,  by  the  ease  with  which  the  peritoneal  coat  can 
be  strijqied  off;  second,  by  the  ovary  being  generally  found 
attached  to  the  si<le  of  the  cyst ;  third,  by  the  cyst  being  unilocu- 
lar;  fourth,  by  the  Fallo|>ian  tube  being  stretched  over  the  cyst 
and  never  communicating  with  it;  fifth,  by  the  specific  gravity 
which  does  not  exceed  lOlO,  and  may  be  lower;  and  lastly,  in 
the  same  specimens,  by  the  tissue  of  the  mesosalpinx  which  l)e- 
coraes  gratlually  thickened.  These  cysts  rarely  ocimr  before  the 
age  of  sixteen ;  they  probably  form  aliout  It)  per  cent,  of  the 
cysts  which  are  subjected  to  operation.  They  generally  do  not 
form  adhesions,  and  rarely  sujipurate  even  when  tapped. 

Pedicle. — In  all  varieties  of  cv.sts  of  the  ovarv  or  the  broad  liga- 
ment  the  presence,  absence,  or  character  of  the  pedicle  is  of  great 
surgical  importance.  It  may  be  thin,  almost  membranous;  long 
and  narrow,  consisting  only  of  the  folds  of  the  peritoneum  or  of 
peritoneum  antl  elongated  tube;  or  may  be  broad  and  thick, 
comprising  the  entire  broad  ligament.  Its  length  and  thickness 
will  depend  u|M)n  the  proximity  of  the  cyst  to  the  uterus.  The 
|)edicle  consists  of  two  parts — the  ovarian  ligament  ami  the  Fallo- 
pian tube. 

The  thick  pedicle  may  consist  of  the  broad  ligament,  hyper- 
troj>liieil  and  reinforced  by  muscular  tissue  from  the  uterus.  When 
there  is  no  pedicle  the  tumor  has  develojied  wholly  within  the  l)road 
ligament  The  tumors  of  the  broad  ligament,  some  dermoids,  and 
glandular  cysts  of  the  ovary  are  of  this  class. 

In  the  recent  removal  of  cysts  of  this  character  the  peritoneum 
is  .separated  from  the  posterior  surface  of  the  uterus,  while  tlie 
tumor  dips  down  upon  the  left  side  of  the  uterus  to  the  roof  of 
the  vagina,  leaving  a  large  membranous  cavity. 
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Etiology. — Ovarian  cysts  may  occur  at  uiiy  age,  and  are  not 
infrequently  found  in  the  fetus.  Doran  describes  fetal  ovaries  which 
contained  cysts  -^^  to  I  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  lined  with  cylindrical 
epitlieiium  and  filled  with  dendritic  veujetation:^.  Congenital  ovarian 
cysts  may  he  either  unilocular  or  luultilocular,  unilateral  or  hilateral. 
Sutton  analyzed  00  cassess  in  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age, 
in  which  he  found  23  dermoid,  IG  sarcomata,  and  ir>  simple  cysts. 
Thornton  has  observed  cases  in  which  malignant  de]>o^*itJ^  were  found 
in  the  pelvis  two  or  three  years  after  tlu'  removal  of  dermoid  cysts, 
which  contiiined  soft  white  growths  strongly  resembling  sarcomata. 
Sutton  arranges  the  group  of  malignant  tumors  in  children — termed 
l>y  some  sarcomata,  others  carcinomata — under  the  term  ofiphoromata, 
because  they  seem  to  arise  from  the  tissue  of  the  oilphoron.  Ovarian 
growths  occur  with  greater  frequency  during  the  age  of  sexual  activity, 
between  the  twentieth  and  fiftieth  years.  They  are  comparatively 
rare  after  sixty,  and  still  more  so  before  puberty.  The  unmarried 
seem  to  suffer  with  greater  frequency  from  these  growths.  It  is 
probable  that  the  cessation  of  ovulation  during  pregnancy  and  lac- 
tation acts  as  a  safeguard  against  their  development,  while  menstrual 
cojigestion  favors  it.  Several  members  of  the  same  family  have 
been  affected.  Each  ovary  seems  to  be  attacked  with  equal  fre- 
quency. It  is  estimated  that  the  ordinary  cystomata  occur  bilaterally 
in  about  3  per  cent.,  while  the  malignant,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
found  bilateral  in  about  75  per  cent.  Scanzoni  has  considered 
chlorosis  during  puberty  as  a  main  element  in  their  development. 

Symptoms. — The  tumor  usually  develops  insidiously,  and  may 
attain  considerable  size  before  it  is  discovered,  being  then,  jk)s- 
sibly,  noticed  by  accident.  Tlie  earliest  symptoms  are  vesical 
tenesmus,  constipation,  pain  in  defecation,  and  the  sensation  of 
weight  and  pressure  in  the  pelvis.  As  the  tumor  increases  in  size 
gerteral  nutrition  becomes  affected,  due  to  the  pressure  upon  the 
stomach  and  diaphragm.  The  patient  becomes  emaciated,  grows 
weak,  and  suffers  from  violent  abdominal  pains,  produced  pos- 
sibly by  a  partial  peritonitis.  (Edema  may  occur  in  one  or  both 
legs  and  extend  to  the  vulva  or  l(»wer  abdominal  walls.  The  patient 
may  have  intercurrent  febrile  attacks,  and  <leath  may  occur  from 
exhaustion,  or  where  the  tumor  fills  the  pelvis  it  may  produce 
incarceration  similar  to  that  resulting  from  retroversion  of  the 
pregnant  uterus. 

Olshausen  divides  the  subjective  symptoms  into  four  classes  or 
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groups:  First,  XhmQ  produced  by  violent  disease.  This  may  be 
dyi'inenorrheu,  but  more  frequently  early  and  excessive  heniorrh:ige. 
Excessive  menstruation  in  bilateral  tumors  and  tumors  of  the  broad 
ligament  is  an  early  and  obstinate  symptom,  due  to  the  ju'essure 
ujK)u  the  pelvic  veins.  Ergotin  and  other  agents  are  u.^cless  in 
controlling  the  bleeding.  This  hemorrhage  produce.'^  anemia. 
Sterility  may  result  from  the  disease,  partly  from  physidlogicid 
and  partly  from  mechanical  causes.  It  must  not  be  forgotten, 
however,  that  conception  may  take  place  even  when  the  patient 
is  suffering  from  large  tumors.  The  presence  of  tumor.^  may 
cause  pigmentation  of  the  mammary  areola  and  the  linea  alba, 
painful  sensation  in  the  breasts,  and  even  eiilargemeut  of  these 
organs,  with  the  secretion  of  milk.  Second,  symptoms  whicli 
result  from  depression  or  weight  of  the  tumor.  These  are  con- 
stant after  it  has  attained  to  some  size.  When  it  is  situated  in 
the  pelvis  it  may  produce  tenesraus  or  strangury  by  pressure  upon 
the  neck  of  the  bladder.  A  large  tumor  may  produce  ujjwnrd 
traction  on  the  bladder  and  urettira,  and  cause  vesical  disturbances, 
and  even  retention  of  urine.  Defecation  is  impeded  by  pressure, 
and  becomes  painful  if  the  tumor  is  sensitive.  The  patient  suffers 
from  vague,  dragging  pains,  rupture  of  the  rete  Malpighii,  and  con- 
sequent formation  of  linea  albicantes,  dilatation  of  the  veins,  indema 
of  the  abdominal  walls,  compression  of  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
and  (lifficult  breathing  from  the  pushing  up  of  the  dia|ihvagm. 
This  pressure  necessarily  adds  sin  increase  of  danger  to  any  inflam- 
matory trouble  of  the  lungs.  As  a  result  of  compression  of  the 
renal  veins  and  ureters  the  patient  may  sulfer  from  albuminuria 
or  from  sup[)i"ession  of  urine  by  the  con)pression  of  the  ureters.  The 
compression  of  the  large  abdominal  veins  causes  marked  ccdema  of 
the  legs,  though  this  is  less  frequent  than  in  pregnancy.  The  tumor 
nnist  be  larger  than  the  prt'gnant  uterus  to  cause  these  symptoms. 
Third,  symjjtoins  of  complicating  diseiuse.  Df  these  the  most  fre- 
quent and  important  are  those  which  arise  from  attacks  of  circum- 
scribed peritonitis.  These  symptoms  are  usually  foun<l  in  large 
tumors  where  they  extend  above  the  umbilicus.  Ivoss  of  a  portion 
of  the  superficial  ej»ithelium  of  the  tumor  uece.ssarily  results  in  its 
adhesion  to  adjacent  parts.  The  greater  the  pressure  of  the  tumor 
against  neighboring  organs,  the  more  readily  will  the  friction  pro- 
duce adhesions.  This  is  more  likely  to  occur  in  the  anterior  surface 
of  the  tumor,  j»r(Kiucing  adhesions  V>etween  the  tumor  and  anterior 
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parietea.  Next  in  frequency  are  omental  adhesions,  and  then  follow 
adhesions  to  the  intestine,  bhulder,  uterus,  spleen,  stomach,  liver,  and 
floor  of  the  pelvis.  These  produce  attacks  of  pain,  lasting  for  days 
or  weeks,  witli  tenderness  of  the  parts  affected.  Other  complicating 
symptoms  are  pressure  upon  the  intestines,  producing  inteytiual 
irritation  or  obstruction;  intestinal  occlusion  from  pressure  upon 
the  rectum,  or  occasionally,  after  puncture,  from  twisting  of  the 
intestines  wliere  they  liave  been  a<lherent.  Fourth,  symptoms  on 
the  part  of  the  general  condition  of  the  patieJit.  The  general 
health  of  the  patient  usually  remains  good  until  the  digestion  is 
impaired  by  pressure  upon  the  stomach.  Then  marasnuis  occurs, 
appetite  is  lost,  the  tongue  becomes  dry,  there  is  persistent  vomiting, 
and  ttie  features  become  sunken;  the  expression  of  the  face  with  the 
enormously  distended  ahdomen  presents  symptoms  which  usually 
indicate  the  presence  of  the  disease. 

Before  taking  up  the  study  of  the  objective  symptoms  or  physical 
signs  of  ovarian  cysts  we  will  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  com- 
plications arising  from  changes  in  tlie  cyst  itself.  These  are — first, 
hemorrhages;  second,  suppuration  and  gangrene  of  the  cyst;  third, 
atlhesions ;  fourth,  torsion  of  the  pedicle;  fifth,  rupture;  sixth, 
metastatic  deposits. 

Hemorrhage  into  the  cyst  occurs  from  a  variety  of  causes.  It 
may  take  place  in  papillomatous  cysts  if  the  superficial  vessels  are 
greatly  distended,  or  from  the  cyst^wall  where  the  veins  have  rinj- 
tured  by  dilatation.  The  most  frequent  cause  is  from  torsion  of  the 
pedicle.  Moderate  torsion  interferes  with  the  return  of  the  blood 
through  the  veins,  while  the  arterial  circulation  may  still  be  main- 
tained. It  may  take  place  from  puncture  through  injury  to  a  large 
vessel  in  the  cyst-wall.  Hemorrhage  usually  occurs  slowly  and  in 
small  quantities,  and  consequently  is  of  no  prognostic  signiticance. 
Where  cojtious,  as  in  acute  torsion  of  the  pedicle  or  where  large  ves- 
sels are  punctured,  it  may  seriously  threaten  life  and  |>roduce  pro- 
found and  dangerous  collapse. 

Iiifiammaiioii  fnnl  svppurutio/i  of  a  tumor  may  l)e  produced  by  a 
number  of  conditions.  Thus  they  may  result  from  infection  through 
the  intestinal  canal,  urinary  bladder.  Fallopian  tube,  or  the  admis- 
sion of  air  in  tapping.  This  may  affect  small  as  well  as  large  cystj?. 
Dermoids  are  esjiecially  jirone  to  sup|>uration.  The  most  commoa 
avenue  of  infection  is  tlirough  the  Fallopian  tube.  Adhesions 
generally  take  place  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  its  ostium, 
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affording  opportutiity  for  infiuraiuatioii  to  extend  over  the  eyst, 
thus  causing  adliesions  to  the  omentum,  intestines,  and  jiarietal 
peritoueuni.  The  intestines  are  sometimes  the  source  of  infection 
through  adhesions  of  the  small  intestine  or  the  rectum  to  the  oyst- 
wall.  As  the  adherent  piece  of  intestine  hecouie.s  compressed  by  tlie 
tumor,  its  wall  l^eeumes  tliinned,  allowing  the  diffusion  of  intestinal 
gases.  It  may  become  so  thin  as  to  permit  the  gas  to  pass  directly 
into  the  cavity  of  the  cyst,  causing  putrefiietiou  and  converting  it 
into  a  huge  al>sc€'ss ;  in  some  cases  the  inflanimation  lias  originated 
in  an  appendicitis.  It  was  formerly  supposed  tit  he  due  invariably 
to  the  accidental  admission  of  air  through  tapping,  but,  as  we  have 
seen,  it  may  occur  independently  of  that  cause.  In  acute  cases, 
where  inHammalion  results  ii]  early  adhesions  to  the  surrounding 
structures  and  viscera,  marked  symptoms  arise,  and  unless  the  pus 
finds  exit  the  patient  dies.  When  exit  is  afforded,  the  j)atient  may 
be  worn  out  by  the  prolonged  discharge. 

Symptoms  are  pain,  tenderness  over  the  region  of  the  tumor, 
rapid  and  feeble  pulse,  great  emaciation  and  exhaustion,  with  a  tem- 
perature of  1(12'^  in  the  morjiing,  10^>-10G''  in  the  evening, or  wliere 
the  patients  have  become  gi*eatly  exhausted  the  ten]]>eniture  may 
fall  as  low  as  \},')°,  especially  when  the  pus  is  in  consitlerable  quan- 
tity. The  urine  may  be  found  to  contain  albumen,  and  the  cyst, 
througli  its  comnuurR'aiion  with  the  intestine,  may  contain  gas,  pro- 
ducing a  tympanitic  note.  Suppurating  dermoids  are  not  of  infre- 
quent occurrence,  often  cause  extensive  adhesions,  and  hurst  into 
the  |)erit(incum,  rectum,  bhidder,  vagina,  or  even  through  the 
abdomiual  wall.  (  ommunication  of  such  a  tumor  with  the  blad- 
der excites  profound  distress.  Portions  of  Iwue,  teeth,  locks  of 
hair,  or  sloughs  become  {lacked  in  the  urethra,  and  cause  retention 
(if  urine  and  the  occurrence  of  cystitis.  Fraguients  remiiining  in 
the  bladder  are  covered  with  phosphatic  dejiosits  and  form  a  nucleus 
for  the  formation  of  calculi. 

Ad/icxiouK,  when  extensive,  are  always  a  source  of  a<k!itional 
anxiety.  When  they  have  existed  for  some  time  between  the  intes- 
tines, colon,  and  cyst-wall,  forming  broad,  fibrous  bands  of  close 
adhesions,  the  task  of  removal  is  an  exceedingly  tedious,  and  occa- 
sionally an  imjK)s.sible  one.  The  adhesions  result  froni  inflamma- 
tion of  the  surface  of  the  peritoneum,  the  exudation  from  wliich  is 
slowly  converted  into  fibrous  tissue.  If  the  parts  remain  in  con- 
Uict  during  the  formation  of  the  adhesions,  what  is  known  as  a  ses- 
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sile  adhesion  is  produced.  If  movement  is  kept  up,  the  bands  of 
adhesions  are  elongatetl,  forming  broad  or  narrow  bands-.  The  cyst 
may  present  a  shaggy  apj)earance  from  extensive  adliesions.  The 
okler  adhesionH  contain  blood-vessels,  which  are  of  large  size  when 
tiie  intestine  or  omentnm  m  involved.  The  vessels  thus  formed  are 
frequently  so  large  that  when  a  pedicle  has  been  destroyed  by  tor- 
sion the  tumor  is  still  nourished  by  its  new  relation.  The  most 
tlangerous  adhesions  are  those  iu  the  pelvis,  on  account  of  their 
intimate  relation  with  the  iliac  nrteries  and  veins,  and  it  is  in 
many  cases  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determine 
their  presence  until  operation  is  resorted  to.  In  se[)aratiiig  pel- 
vic adhesions  in  a  patient  sixty-three  years  old,  some  years  ago. 
using  but  very  slight  force,  a  large  vein  was  torn  open,  and  the 
patient  lost  so  much  blood  before  the  iiemorrhage  could  be  arrested 
that  she  died  a  few  hours  later  from  shock. 

Axial  rotation,  or  lorsion  of  the  pedicle,  occurs  in  probably  10 
per  cent,  of  the  cases.  It  has  Ijeen  attributed  to  a  variety  of  causes, 
as  the  alternate  distension  and  evacuation  of  the  bladder,  passage 
of  feces  through  the  rectum,  sudden  movements,  unusual  exercise, 
the  occurrence  of  pregnancy,  delivery  of  the  patient,  and  so  on.  It 
is  more  likely  to  occur  in  double  ovarian  tumor,  It  is  possibly  also 
induced  by  changes  of  position  of  the  patient.  The  rotation  varies 
from  half  a  circle  to  as  many  sis  ten  or  twelve  complete  twists.  The 
rotation  takes  place  from  right  to  left  or  left  to  right  with  aix)t]t 
equal  frequency,  dependent,  jMDssibly,  upon  the  side  on  which  the 
tumor  is  situated.  The  tendency  is  to  rotate  toward  the  median 
line  rather  than  from  it.  The  effect  on  the  circtdation  tle|>end3 
upon  the  amount  of  torsion  as  well  as  upon  the  thickness  of  the 
pedicle.  A  long,  thin  pedicle  is  the  most  frequently  twisted.  The 
veins  are  the  first  to  suffer  from  the  twisting,  causing  acute  enlarge- 
ment of  the  cyst  from  extravasation  of  blood  into  its  cavity.  The 
veins  may  rupture  and  hemorrhage  tsike  place  into  the  cavity  of 
the  cyst — hemorrhage  so  profuse  as  to  produce  acute  anemia  and 
even  death.  On  opening  the  abdomen  of  such  a  patient,  the  cyst 
will  be  found  dark-colored,  more  particularly  near  the  pedicle. 
The  Huid  iu  the  cavity  may  be  chocolate  or  dark-red  in  color. 
The  most  frequent  effect  of  torsion  is  thrombosis  of  the  vesselfi, 
extravasation  of  blood,  and  necrosis.  Necrosis  is  followe<l  bv 
decomposition  and  putret;ietion  of  the  dead  tis.'^ues. 

Torsion  may  be  acute  or  chronic.     In  the  latter  the  changes  are 
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slow.  Acute  ttjfsiun  is  generally  seen  in  .small  tumors.  The  larger 
the  tuiiioi",  the  more  profouiul  is  tlie  eoustitutioiisil  effect,  Syruptonis 
of  acute  rotation  are  frequently  so  marked  as  to  leave  no  question 
as  to  the  condition.  When  the  patient  comphiins  of  sudden  and  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  abdomen,  vomiting,  and  the  presence  of  acute  swell- 
ing, one  should  suspect  its  occurrence.  This  is  still  more  |)rububle 
if  the  woman  be  piegnant.  The  rupture  of  the  gravid  Fallopian 
tube  may  induce  symptoms  wliich  would  be  mistaken  for  torsion. 
The  indications  for  prompt  relief,  Iiowever,  are  the  same  in  each 
case.  The  symptoms  in  the  chronic  variety  are  not  so  marked. 
The  patients  complain  of  a  dull,  sudden  abdominal  pain,  and  still 
maintain  g<KKl  health,  with  a  tumor,  however,  which  more  rsipidly 
increases  in  size.  In  these  cases  the  prognosis  is  good  if  the  adhe- 
sions are  few  or  slight. 

Rupture  of  the  Vtjst. — Ruj>ture  of  the  cyst  may  be  sudden,  as  the 
result  of  a  fall,  blow,  or  injury,  or  gradual  from  change  in  the  cyst- 
wall.  In  the  latter  the  cyst  becomes  thinner,  more  particularly  in 
tiie  proliferating  cystomata.  In  such  growths,  as  they  incren.se  in 
size,  the  accumulation  presses  upon  ttieir  walLs,  which  become 
thinned,  until  they  give  way  at  some  jx)int  or  until  the  papiihiry 
growths  project  through  the  thinne<l  walls.  Rupture  of  the  cyst 
may  take  ])hice  into  adherent  viscern,  and  more  generally  occui"s 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  The  result  of  such  a  lesion  is  depend- 
ent somewhat  upon  the  quantity  and  quality  of  tlie  tluid  contained. 
In  the  unilocular  cysts  the  fluid  is  most  innocuous,  and  may  fre- 
quently produce  no  abnormal  symptoms  other  than  an  increusetl 
diuresis.  The  patient  probably  passes  several  gallons  of  water  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  abduinen,  so  prominent  frf>ni  the  tumor, 
becomes  flattened,  flabl)y,  and  possibly  the  remnant  of  the  cyst  may 
be  recognized  upon  |i:il|)i»lion.  Rarely  the  cyst-wall  may  shrivel 
and  a  radical  cure  l>e  eftVcted.  In  the  multilocnlar  cysts,  and  par- 
ticularly the  dermoids,  rupture  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  may  be  fol- 
lowed by  infection,  a  rapidly  developing  grave  peritonitis,  and 
iinally  death.  This  termination  is  particularly  probable,  not  only 
in  dermoids,  but  in  those  cont^n'ning  colloi<l  material,  or  jtarticidarly 
where  pus  is  present  in  the  cyst.  In  dermoids  the  decomposing  fat 
is  eminently  productive  of  intlamnmtion.  Death  may  l>e  very  rapid 
as  ft  result  of  the  shock  or  the  absorption  of  the  deleterious  mate- 
rial. In  papillary  cystomata  rupture  results  in  the  infection  of  the 
peritoneal  cavity  and  the  formation  of  growths  upon  its  surface,  in 
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some  cases  studding  the  entire  peritoneum.  Rupture  is  determineU 
by  disappearance  of  the  tumor,  diminution  in  its  size,  demonstration 
of  free  fluid  in  the  abdomen,  peritonitis,  collapse,  and  diaphoresis 
or  diuresis.  Rupture  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  may  be  mistaken 
for  torsion;  when  into  the  inte.stiues,  it  is  recognized  by  the  evac- 
uation of  colloid  uuisses  or  chocolate-colored  fluid;  where  the  open- 
ing is  higli  up,  violent  watery  diarrhea  may  occur;  when  into  the 
bladder,  by  vesical  tenesmus  and  dysuria ;  or  where  dermoid,  it  is 
recognized  by  the  peculiar  contents  of  the  cyst.  External  rupture 
is  usually  determined  without  difliculty.  When  pus  or  ichorous 
material  alone  are  discharged,  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  determine 
whether  it  proceeds  from  a  cyst  or  an  abscess  in  the  walls. 

Metastasis  occurs  ia  cancer  of  the  ovary  extending  to  the  perito- 
neum, causing  ascites,  or  secondary  nodules  may  be  found  in  remote 
organs,  as  the  liver,  spleen,  and,  rarely,  the  kidney.  In  papillary 
growths  the  peritoneum  becomes  infected,  and  through  the  peristal- 
tic action  may  infect  the  entire  abdomen.  So  extensive  is  the  infec- 
tion, and  so  prone  to  occur  after  the  removal  of  these  tumors,  that 
it  has  been  sometimes  questioned  whether  papillary  tumors  did  not 
belong  to  the  malignant  chtss.  Their  structure,  formation,  and  the 
fact  that  they  are  not  always  absolutely  fatal  renders  this  improb- 
able. The  dermoid  element  has  also  been  found  implanted  in  the 
peritoneal  cavity.  Small  tufts,  covered  with  hair,  have  been  noticed 
growing  from  the  surface  of  the  peritoneum  of  the  intestine.  A 
similar  covering  with  colloid  material  has  been  found  in  multiloc- 
ular  cysts. 

In  a  case  operated  upon  by  the  writer  some  years  ago  the  entire 
peritoneal  ciivity  was  studded  with  a  thick  colloid  material  which 
could  not  be  entirely  scra]>ed  off. 

Otlier  complications  of  ovarian  cyst  are — 

1.  Ascites. — A  small  amount  of  ascitic  flui<l  may  be  present  with 
many  cysts,  but  a  large  quantity  is  rare  so  long  as  the  tumor  retains 
its  normal  condition.  Changes  in  its  structure,  especially  if  of 
malignant  character,  are  prone  to  an  increase  of  free  peritonc 
fluid.  Ascitic  collections  complicating  ovarian  cyst  are  said  to  be^ 
much  richer  in  solids,  containing  from  two  to  two  and  a  quarter 
ounces,  instead  of  six  drachms.  In  malignant  disease  the  fluid 
becomes  darker,  like  prune- juice. 

Large  ascitic  accumulations  result  from  rupture  of  colloid  or, 
particularly,  of  papillary  cysts.    Solid  growths  are  generally  attended 
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with  ascites.  The  presence  of  fluid  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  is  by 
no  means  an  iiulieation  of  nialigiuHiey,  as  it  occurs  in  fibromata 
as  well  as  in  sarcomata  and  carciuoraata.  In  the  former,  probably, 
it  is  clue  [lartly  to  tiie  irritation  of  the  peritoneal  epithelium  and 
partly  to  pre.ssure  upon  the  vessels. 

2.  Intestinal  obstruction  or  strantjulalion  from  premiire  of  the  cyst 
or  adhesions  to  ita  surface,  or  torsion  or  volvulus  from  such  adhe- 
sions takes  place  when  the  tumor  has  been  reduced  by  puncture.  The 
inte-stine  niav  beoume  occluded  bv  extension  of  mali*rnant  disease. 

CotJKSK.  Duration,  and  Tkrmination. — The  rapidity  of  the 
growth  of  an  ovarian  tumor  depends  somewhat  upon  its  character. 
Those  of  slow  growth  are  usually  cysts  of  the  broad  ligament, 
fibrornatous  tumors,  and  the  libro-niyomata  of  the  ovary.  Prolifer- 
ating cysts,  whether  glanduUir  or  papillary,  grow  more  rapidly. 
The  latter  grow  so  rapidly  that  consitlerable  increase  in  size  may 
be  noticed  in  ten  days.  The  intra-ligamentary  cysts  of  papillary 
origin  are  generally  of  slow  growth.  At  the  enii  of  years  they 
may  not  be  larger  than  a  chiUI's  head.  Such  patients  suft'er  from 
profuse  menstruation,  due  to  the  pres-sure  upon  the  veins  obstruct- 
ing the  return  circulation.  In  the  later  stages  ascites  is  developed, 
which  rapidly  returns  after  tapping.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
the  duration  of  the  disease  where  undisturbed.  In  00  to  70  yter 
cent,  at  least  of  the  proliferating  cystomata  the  patient  dies  within 
three  years  after  the  advent  of  the  first  symptoms,  and  another  10  per 
cent,  die  within  four  years.  The  slow-growing  papillary  cystomata 
generally  cause  the  death  of  the  patient  from  marasmus,  but  the 
average  duration  of  the  disease  is  longer  than  in  the  proliferating 
variety.  Such  a  patient  ha.^  been  punctured  one  hundred  and  live 
times  in  seven  years,  with  the  rerncjval  of  twenty-five  to  forty 
pounds  of  fluid  at  eacii  operation.  The  proliferating  cysts  may 
remain  unchangcil  even  for  yeans.  Patients  suflering  with  ovarian 
cysts  may  heal  spontaneously  or  pass  into  a  condition  which  is 
equivalent  to  recovery.  Spontaneous  recovery  generally  occurs 
from  rupture  of  the  cysts.  This  favorable  result  occurs  more  par- 
ticularly in  simple  cysts,  but  rarely,  if  at  all,  in  the  proliferating. 

Torsion  of  the  pedicle,  or  axial  rotation,  may  bring  about 
recovery  in  colloid  tumors.  Such  a  termination,  however,  is  rare, 
and  the  recovery  is  not  absolute,  as  there  usually  can  be  found  a 
mass  in  the  former  position  of  the  tumor.  Spontaneous  recovery, 
indeed,  is  rare,  even  in  unilocular  cysts,  and  in  the  proliferating 
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cystomatii  is  never  looked  for.  Unless  such  patients  are  subjec 
promptly  to  surgical  treatment,  death  occurs  in  the  majority  of 
cases  from  exhaustion,  as  a  result  of  anorexia,  impaired  digcdtion, 
sleeplessness,  and  interfered  respiration  and  circulation.  Patients 
may  suffer  from  beil-sures  or  intercurrent  disease,  which  may 
rapidly  j)rove  fatal.  Death  is  occasioned  in  other  crises  from  peri- 
tonitis after  torsion  of  the  pedicle,  rupture,  or  metastasis  upou  the 
peritoneum.  Other  fatal  conditions  may  he  intestinal  occlusion 
and  euibolisin  of  the  pulmonary  artery.  The  presence  of  ascites 
in  considerable  Quantity  is  jreaerallv  an  unfavorable  omen.  Another 
cause  of  fatal  result  may  be  suppuration  from  puncture.  This  re- 
sult was  formerly  very  frequent.  The  presence  of  ascites  must  be 
considered  an  unflvvorable  symptom  when  it  is  associated  with  papil- 
lary growths  or  ruj)turc  of  a  ghmdular  tumor.  A  tumor  which  has 
not  been  long  in  existence  and  which  undergoes  sudden  develop- 
ment, attended  with  rapid  emaciation  and  cachexia,  multiple  adhe- 
sions, especially  in  the  pelvis,  an<l  tedema  of  the  lower  limbs  and 
the  abdominal  walls,  with  peritonitic  comjdication,  should  indieatu 
a  malignant  onset.  In  such  eases  the  outlook  for  a  successful  ope- 
ration is  bad,  although  operation  should  be  done  wherever  there  is 
the  least  chance  for  success. 

The  PHYSICAL  SIGNS  of  the  patient  are  determined  by  insj-)ection, 
palpation,  percussion,  and  auscultation.  In  the  examinatioji  of  tlie 
patient  she  should  be  placed  upon.a  bed  or  couch,  the  limbs  drawn 
up,  clothing  loosened,  all  constricting  bands  removed,  so  that  the 
abdomen  can  be  thoroughly  and  completely  exposed.  It  is  well  that 
the  patient  should  have  been  previously  directed  to  have  the  bowel 
ami  bladder  emptied.  After  covering  the  lower  extremities  with  a 
Bheet,  and  bringing  it  over  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  so  a.-*  lo 
avoid  exposure  of  the  genitalia,  the  abdomen  is  bared.  The  first 
general  procedure  in  examination  is  that  of  inspection.  By  in.s|>ec- 
tion  we  are  enabled  to  determine  the  size  of  the  growth,  the  height 
to  which  it  rises  from  the  abdomen,  its  position,  whether  symmetrical 
or  one-sided,  the  smoothness  of  its  outline,  whether  spherical  <>r 
larger  from  side  to  si<le,  the  appearance  of  the  skin,  presenting  the 
linea  albicantcs,  darkened  line  down  the  centre — the  linea  nigra,  and 
disculorations  of  the  skin  indicating  the  application  of  counter-irri- 
tants and  the  presence  of  pre-existing  inflammatory  troubles.  An 
irregular  nodular  appearance  of  the  tumor  would  indicate  that  if 
cystic  it  consisted  of  a  number  of  cysts,  causing  irregularity  of  the 


DISEASES  OF   THE  OVARIES  AND    TUBES. 


581 


surface.  The  dark  line  is  generally  considered  ;t  symptom  of  preg- 
nartcy,  but  when  it  occurs  it  is  permanent  in  duration,  so  that  it  is 
only  in  the  first  pregnancy  that  it  is  of  value.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten,  iiowever,  that  this  increase  of  tlie  loail  pigment  occurs  in 
women  who  suffer  from  ovarian  cyt*t  or  uterine  fibroids ;  tlie  pres- 
ence of  linea  albicantes  has  no  significance  us  regards  the  question 
of  pregnancy.  They  arise  from  any  distension  of  the  abdomen 
sufficient  to  cause  rupture  of  the  skin,  and  hence  are  found  not 
ordy  in  pregnancy,  but  in  ovarian  cyst,  ascites,  and  other  conditions 
which  are  likely  to  cause  abdominal  enhirgement,  and  may  be 
entirely  absent  in  women  wiio  have  borne  children. 

Palpation  is  practised  by  placing  the  hand  over  the  abdomen,  in 
cold  weather  the  hands  having  been  previously  warmed.  The 
abdominal  cavity  is  carefnlly  exjdored,  the  oonditiftn  of  the  varimis 
organs  investigjite<l,  and  any  enlargement  of  tlu'  alMlomen,  presence 
of  a  cyst  or  tumor,  can  generally  be  readily  recognized.  Paljnition 
is  practised  by  placing  the  hands  now  upon  opposite  sides  of  the 
alxloraen  and  then  close  together,  going  over  one  portion  after 
another,  po  determining  the  size,  consistency,  resistance,  and  regu- 
larity of  the  groAvths,  the  presence  of  outgrowths  or  nodules,  and 
the  sensation  of  crepitation  or  of  friction.  Placing  the  hand  upon 
one  side  and  striking  gently  with  the  other  will  elicit  fluctuation, 
particularly  when  we  are  dealing  with  a  large  unilocular  (.-yst.  In 
multilobular  growths  the  flurtuatifin  wave  would  be  shorter  or  may 
be  entirely  absent. 

Percussion  is  of  special  value  in  determining  the  outline  or  ex- 
tent of  growths,  their  relalioti  to  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  their 
determination  from  other  forms  of  ab^lominal  distension.  It  affords 
an  absolute  means  of  iliflerentiation  of  growths  from  distensions  of 
the  abdomen  by  free  fluiil  or  accumulations  of  gas. 

Auscultation  gives  but  slight  information.  It  is  of  service 
in  diflferential  diagnosis,  more  particularly  in  its  negative  results. 

DiAGNOSi.s. — The  diagnosis  of  ovarian  tumors  may  be  divided 
into  two  divisions:  first,  the  determination  of  such  growths  when 
smaU  and  situated  in  the  pelvis;  second,  when  large,  filling  the 
greater  part  of,  or  the  entire,  abdominal  cavity. 

The  ph^'sical  signs  vary  according  to  the  size  and  position.  In 
the  former  stage  the  tumor  is  entirely  within  the  |)elvi8  and  its  posi- 
tion varies.  It  may  retain  the  normal  situation,  and  as  it  increases 
in  size  may  encroach  upon  the  general  abdominal  cavity.     Tumors 
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when  ns  large  us  a  hen's  egg,  however,  generally  full  downward  and 
backward  iiitu  Douglas's  punch  irninediateiy  behind  the  uterus.  In 
rare  cases  they  may  be  found  in  front  or  to  one  side.  The  ovary,  but 
slightly  enlarged,  may  retain  its  normal  position.  It^  relation  to 
the  corresponding  side  of  the  literus  siffbrds  hut  little  difficulty  in 
determining  its  character  by  conjoined  tuanipiilation.  Where  its 
growth  h;is  been  associated  with  peritonitic  inflammation,  it  may  be' 
more  difficult  to  determine  its  true  character.  Small  tumors  are 
usually  firm  to  the  feel,  for  the  reason  that  tliey  are  loo  small  to 
produce  an  elastic  consistency.  In  a  large  tunior  situated  behind 
the  uterus  the  diagnosis  rs  determined  by  the  circumscribed  cha- 
racter of  the  growth.  Elasticity  is  a  valuable  sign,  which  is  gen- 
erally absent  in  proliferating  cystomata,  and  even  in  single  cysts, 
and   particularly  dermoids,  which  afford   a  solid  sensation   to  the 

Fio.  346. 
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touch.  If  we  are  unable  to  determine  or  separate  tlie  tumor  from 
the  uterus,  and  consequently  to  determine  its  pedunculation,  thi? 
can  he  ascertained  by  Hegar's  method,  which  consists  in  placinj; 
the  patient  upon  her  back,  seizing  the  uterus  by  a  pair  of  volsella 
forceps,  and  strongly  dragging  it  down ;  at  the  same  time  we  en- 
deavor to  feel  the  lateral  borders  of  the  uterus  as  far  as  the  futidu« 
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with  one  or  two  fingers  in  the  rectum,  or  we  push  liie  uterus  down- 
wiird  anil  buckward  by  nit'ans  of  the  outer  t-xplaring  luitul,  and 
thus  outline  its  relations.  When  the  tumor  is  not  too  large  it  cim 
generally  be  outlined  with  the  finger  in  the  rectum  and  the  hand 
over  thf  abdoinon.  The  greatest  tlitticuity  is  experienced  in  those 
eases  in  which  the  tumor  is  adherent  in  the  pelvis  and  surrounded 
by  exutlation  or  is  incarcerated.  Tumors  which  are  situated  en- 
tirely within  the  broad  ligament,  aud  formed  unilaterally  or  bilat- 
erally or  in  close  apposition  to  the  uterus,  are  less  spherical  and  cir- 
cumscribed, and  less  movable  from  the  start.  Small  growths  must 
be  diagnosed  from  fibroids  aud  tumors  caused  by  disease  of  the 
tubes,  particnlarly  hydro-,  pyo-,  and  hematosalpinx.  The  more 
acute  history,  marked  tenderness,  evidence  of  inflammatory  exu- 
dation, thickening  and  matting  together  of  the  pelvic  tissues,  and 
increased  pain,  would  eliminate  pyosalpinx.  In  hydrosalpinx  the 
tumor  may  l)e  movable,  present  a  sensation  of  elasticity  or  fluctua- 
tion, but  it  is  oblong  or  gourd-shaped  rather  than  spherical.  It  is 
closely  attached  to  the  uterus  and  presents  a  history  of  previous  in- 
flammation. lIematosalpin.\  is  at  first  soft,  and  then  becomes  hard 
and  dense  from  coagulation  of  the  blood.  It  is  situated  to  one  side 
of  the  pelvis  rather  than  posterior  to  the  uterus. 

Large  ob  Abdominal  Cysts. 

In  a  woman  suffering  from  a  large  ovarian  cyst  the  abdomen  will 
be  found  distended  more  particularly  at  its  lower  part,  quite  promi- 
nent, and  rising  ahrujitly  from  the  pnbes.  As  the  patient  lies  up>n 
her  back  with  the  abdomen  exposed,  it  will  be  seen  to  lie  sharply 
and  definitely  outlined,  and  generally  symmetrically  developed  ;  if 
any  difference,  a  little  more  prominent  on  the  right  side.  Palpa- 
tion may  determine  its  outline,  extent,  and  size.  If  there  is  a 
large  single  cyst,  the  surface  will  be  smooth  and  regular,  while  in 
multilocular  cysts  it  may  present  projections  and  irregularities.  If 
made  up  of  a  unrulier  of  small  cysts,  it  will  present  a  much  more 
marked  resistance,  although  there  is  still  a  sensation  of  elasticity. 
The  tumor  may  be  moved  from  side  to  side  or  pushed  upward  and 
downwind.  Percu.ssion  discloses  dullness  over  the  entire  surface 
of  the  tumor,  with  re.sonance  above  and  possibly  resonance  in  the 
flank  upon  one  side.  The  resonance  in  this  region  is  supposed  to 
indicate  that  the  tumor  has  developed  from  the  opposite  side  or 
ovary,  and  as  it  increased  in  size  has  pushed  the  intestines  upward 
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and  to  tlie  unaffected  side.  We  eminot,  liowever,  with  certaiuty 
determine  in  this  way  the  ovary  from  which  the  turaor  has  arisien, 
as  when  the  growth  has  increased  in  size  it  is  likely  to  become 
prohxpsed  into  Ditngias's  pouch  and  develop  from  there;  con^se- 
quently  this  does  not  afford  a  positive  indiciition  as  to  the  source 
of  origin. 

Considering  the  conditions  with  wdiich  ovarian  cyst  may  be  con- 
founded, it  is  well  to  begin  with  pregnancy,  from  its  greater  frequency 
and  iniportniice.  Vice  verHa,  it  may  seem  unreasonable  that  preg- 
nancy should  be  mistaken  for  an  ovarian  cyst,  but  there  are  a  nunilier 
of  cases  upon  record  in  which  the  abdomen  has  been  opened  to  find 
the  distension  caused  by  a  pregnant  uterus.  In  order  to  arrive  ft  a 
correct  diagnosis,  we  need  to  carefully  analyze  the  symptoms  of  the 
two  conditions.  In  this  we  consider  the  liistory  of  the  case.  In 
pregnancy  the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  is  more  rapid,  and  is 
generally  attended  with  suppression  of  the  menstruation,  the  sym- 
pathetic symptoms,  nauseti,  vomiting,  disturbed  appetite,  with  a 
healthy  appearance  of  the  individuyl.  Suppression  of  menstrua- 
tion is  not  a  constant  symptom  of  pregnancy,  as  there  are  women 
who  continue  to  menstruate  during  the  entire  period  of  pregnancy. 
It  may  be  associated  with  ovarian  cyst,  particidarly  where  Iwth 
ovaries  are  completely  degenerated.  Error  is  most  likely  to  occur, 
in  eai'ly  pregnancy,  in  the  unmarried.  In  these  cases  the  physician 
should  carefully  avoid  announcing  a  diagnosis  until  a  careful  exam- 
ination has  been  made,  and  even  then  should  not  be  too  hasty.  If 
there  is  any  doubt,  he  should  defer  expressing  an  opinion,  and  have 
the  patient  undergo  an  examination  a  few  weeks  later.  The  changes 
which  occur  will  generally  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  expre-ss  « 
definite  opinion.  In  pregnancy  there  is  generally  an  absence  of 
fluctuation.  The  same  symptom  may  be  absent  in  ovarian  cyst  with 
thick  viscid  contents,  or  in  the  areolar  or  glan<lular  varieties  made 
up  of  a  large  number  of  small  cysts.  Later,  fetal  movements  and 
parts  of  the  fetus  may  be  distinguished,  and  the  fetal  heart-sounds 
recognized.  The  latter  symptom  is  one  which  is  pathognomonic  of 
pregnancy.  Heart-sounds,  however,  are  not  always  heard,  owing  to 
the  position  of  the  fetus  and  the  large  quantity  of  fluid  or  possible 
fetal  death.  Conjoined  examination  through  the  vagina  or  rectum 
should  be  a  part  of  the  procedure.  By  it  we  are  enabled  to  deter- 
mine the  association  of  the  abdominal  distension  with  the  increa«?d 
size  of  the  uterus.     Gestation  in  one  horn  of  u  bicornate  uterus  may 
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render  diagnosis  difficult.  C'areful  exainiuution  by  tlie  vagitia  ami 
rectum  will  show  the  association  of  the  enlargement  with  the  uterus, 
the  other  cornu  j)Ossibly  remaining  small.  Where  there  is  the  least 
snspician  of  pregnancy  the  introduction  of  the  uterine  sound  should 
be  absolutely  avoided. 

Htfdramnios. — Cases  in  which  the  liquor  aninii  exceeds  two 
quarts  have  been  mistaken  for  ovarian  tumor.  Large  accumulations 
within  the  walls  of  the  uterus  give  rise  to  fluctuation,  tlie  abdominal 
walls  will  be  grejitly  distended,  glistening,  and  the  patient  will  .-^idfur 
from  all  the  discomfort  arising  fronv  a  marked  abdominal  distension 
from  a.*cites  or  ovarian  cyst.  This  condition  generall}'  comes  on 
suddenly,  and  takes  place  about  the  sixth  or  seventh  month  of  preg- 
nancy, which  prior  to  its  occurrence  has  run  a  normal  course.  On 
examination  the  uterus  will  be  found  distended,  possildy  the  cervix 
obliterated,  the  os  open,  covered  with  a  dense  membrane,  and  by 
manipulation  we  may  be  ublt!  to  distinguish  the  symptom  of  bal- 
lotiement;  rupture  of  the  membrane  results  in  the  discharge  of  a 
quantity  of  water  and  the  emptying  of  ihc  uterus.  The  existence 
of  ovarian  cyst  of  one  or  both  ovaries  does  not  necessarily  indicate 
the  non-existence  of  pregnancy,  as  so  long  as  any  ovarian  stroma 
remains  unaffected,  ovulation  and  conception  may  occur.  Tlie 
increased  quantity  of  blood  that  is  sent  into  the  pelvis  tluring  the 
di'velupinetit  of  pregnancy  may  increase  the  rapidity  of  develop- 
ment of  an  ovarian  cyst.  The  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  may 
be  80  marked  as  to  indicate  the  necessity  for  interference  with  tlie 
process  in  order  to  [iroiong  the  patient's  life.  Careful  examituition 
will  disclose  the  enlarged  uterus  either  in  front  of  or  behind  the 
ovarian  cyst.  In  some  cases  the  ovarian  cyst  may  be  situated  in  the 
pelvis  and  ol)struct  the  vagina,  rendering  it  diftieult  to  reach  the 
cervix.  In  the  later  months  of  pregnancy  such  cysts  may  be  tapped, 
enabling  the  individual  to  go  over  until  the  completion  of  gestation, 
or,  if  fountl  early,  ovariotomy  may  be  performed.  The  existence  of 
jiregnaucy  does  not  seem  to  influence  its  mortality.  Morbid  collec- 
tions within  the  uterus  may  be  physo-,  hydro-,  or  hematometra. 
Physometra  is  a  collection  of  gast^  within  the  uterus,  the  result  of 
decomposition,  and  is  a  very  rare  condition.  Hydrometra  is  a  col- 
lection of  water  in  the  organ,  which  is  more  likely  to  take  place  in 
women  of  advanced  age,  due  to  the  retention  of  the  secretions  from 
obliteration  (tf  the  canal.  Hematometra  may  re.'^iili  from  occlusion 
of  the  cervix  or  vagina,  with  reieuiion  of  menstrual   discharges. 
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It  is  more  likely  to  occur  near  puberty.  Examination  by  vagina 
or  rectum  is  usually  sufficient  to  demonstnite  the  cause.  Other 
growths  within  tlie  uterus  which  luive  led  to  difficulty  in  diagnosis 
are  niyomata  or  iil>ro-myomat:i.  These  growths  are  rare  l>efore  the 
twenty-fifth  year ;  indeed,  not  common  hetbre  the  thirtieth.  They 
are  more  likely  to  be  confounded  with  ovarian  tumors  on  account 
of  the  very  great  size  to  which  they  attain,  filling  up  the  entire 
abdominal  cavity  and  presenting  a  tumor  larger  than  the  pregnant 
uterus  at  full  term.  These  growths  are  usually  of  slow  develop- 
ment, irregular  in  outline,  present  a  firm  and  marked  resistance  and 
the  absence  of  fluctuation.  They  may  cause  no  (lislurhance  of  the 
menstrual  function,  as  in  the  subperitoneal  fibroids,  or  marked 
menorrhtigia  in  the  submucous.  Vaginal  examination  discloses  the 
close  association  of  tiie  tumor  with  the  uterus.  Generally  move- 
ment of  the  tumor  will  cause  movement  of  the  cervix.  Where  the 
tumor  is  but  connected  with  the  uterus  by  a  long  pedicle,  it  may  be 
more  difficult  to  determine  its  character.  This  may  be  accomplished 
by  having  the  tumor,  through  the  abdominal  walls,  drawn  up  by 
an  assistant,  while  the  cervix  is  drawn  down  by  a  volsellum  in  the 
hand  of  the  examiner,  who  introduces  the  finger  of  the  other  hand 
into  the  rectum,  and  thus  definitely  determines  the  a.«sociation  of 
the  mass  with  the  uterus,  if  it  can  be  entirely  separated  from  that 
organ,  it  is  evident  the  growth  is  ovarian.  Ausenitution  usually 
discloses  a  blowing  sound  due  to  the  coursing  of  blood  through  the 
large  uterine  sinuses — a  condition  which  is  absent  in  ovarian  cysts. 
The  conditions  which  are  most  difficult  to  determine  are  those  in 
which  a  fibroid  with  long  pedicle  is  a'dematous,  giving  u  sensation 
of  elasticity,  or  an  ovarian  cyst  with  thick,  viscid  contents,  or  those 
eases  of  fibroid  growth  which  have  undergone  cystic  degeneration. 
The  methods  we  have  already  mentioned  of  determining  whether 
the  growtii  is  a  part  of  the  uterus  may  be  exercised,  and  in  coj^^a 
of  doubt  it  may  be  necessary  to  resort  to  exploratory  incision. 

Ascites. — There  is  generally  little  difficulty  in  arriving  at  u  cor- 
rect diagnosis  in  cases  of  unconi|ilicated  ovarian  cyst.  Unilocular 
ovarian  cyst.^,  probably  more  fretiuently  than  any  others,  are  con- 
founded with  ascites.  It  may  be  avoided  by  keeping  in  mind  that  in 
ascite-s,  if  the  patient  lies  upon  her  back,  the  abdomen  is  likely  to 
be  fiattened,  broader  from  side  to  side — that  there  is  less  resistance, 
and  upon  palpation  the  abdominal  wall  can  be  depres.sed  to  a 
degree,  displacing  the  free  fluid.     Upon  percu.ssiou  in  oscitv.  ...-.^ 
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is  a  zone  of  rc'soiianee  at  the  summit  of  the  distensioiu  thie  to  the 
intet<tiiR's  tilkMl  witlt  gas  tloiiiiti^  to  the  surface,  while  there  u  dull- 
ness in  the  flank  and  over  the  sides.  In  ovarian  cyst  there  is  dull- 
ness over  the  surface  of  the  distension,  resonance  above  it  and  over 
one  flank.  In  ascites  the  level  of  the  fluid  chiinges  with  the  change 
of  position,  consequently  the  resonance  changes;  in  ovarian  cyst  it 
is  unchanged.  Very  marked  ahdominal  distension  may  afford  an 
element  of  uncertainty  in  the  fact  that  the  distension  is  so  great 
that  the  nicseutery  ts  too  sliort  to  permit  the  intestines  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  abdominal  surface.  In  such  cases  depressing  the 
abdominal  walls,  thus  displacing  the  intervening  layer  of  fluid,  may 
aflTord  resonance,  while  superfieial  percussion  is  dull.  Owing  to  a 
communication  with  the  intestines  gas  may  pass  into  the  ovtiriun 
cyst,  causing  resonance  over  its  surface.  In  these  cases  we  will  hiive 
to  depend  upon  the  resistance  of  the  cyst  to  determine  its  presence. 
In  crises  of  ascites,  also,  the  history  will  be  of  advantage,  as  afford- 
ing information  of  renal,  cardiac,  and  hcpiitic  disease.  In  cases  of 
inflammatory  ascites  or  ascites  from  luhrn-ular  peritonitis  the  dia- 
gnosis may  be  difficult,  and  only  determined  by  ineisi<ju.  Ascites 
may  complicate  an  ovarian  cyst;  thus  hy  <le|)ression  a  layer  of  fiuid 
may  be  displaced,  bringing  the  hand  iti  contact  with  the  tumor 
within.  The  amount  of  resistance  will  determine  whether  the 
tumor  is  solid  nr  cystic.  The  presence  of  ascites  is  generally  an 
indication  of  the  maliirnancv  of  the  growth.  The  more  marked 
the  ascites,  the  greater  the  prohability  of  malignancy.  Tlic  only 
exception  to  this  rule  is  in  fil)roids  of  the  ovary  which  may  give 
rise  to  an  a.'^cites,  probably  from  irritation  of  the  ])critoneum  or 
obstruction  to  the  return  circulation.  The  uterus  will  be  found 
freely  movable  in  ascites,  while  in  ovarian  cysts  it  will  be  displaced 
either  downward  and  backward  or  upward  and  forward.  In  ascites 
from  papillary  cysts  the  uterus  presents  on  either  side  a  dense 
thickened  mass  which  should  cause  a  suspicion  of  its  true  character. 
Phantom  Tumor. — Phantom  tumor  is  u  con<litlon  in  which  there 
is  an  apparent  timior  due  to  distension  by  gas.  This  may  in  some 
crjises  attain  to  considerable  size,  and  when  associated  with  the  ilhisitm 
of  supposed  pregnancy  is  known  as  pseudo-cyesis.  It  is  more  likely 
to  occur  in  nervous  sterile  women.  The  form  just  spoken  of  occurs 
in  cases  of  illicit  intercourse,  or  in  young  individuals  in  whom  there 
is  a  fear  of  pregnancy,  or  in  older  in  whom  there  is  a  morbid  desire 
to  have  children.     Huch  patients  will  experience  the  fetal   move- 
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nieiits  and  all  the  ordinary  sensations  of  pregnancy.  It  is  likely 
to  occur  at  or  near  the  climaeteiie,  and  Ls  generally  associated  with 
a  large  increase  of  adipose  tissue.  Percussion  over  the  abdomen  is 
sufficient  to  disclose  the  fact  tliat  the  apparent  tumor  is  filled  with 
gas.  Palpation  will  generally  elicit  the  absence  of  any  tumor,  or, 
if  the  swelling  or  distension  remains  pernuaient  under  pressure,  it 
may  be  entirely  removed  by  placing  the  patient  under  tiie  influence 
of  an  anesthetic. 

Uterine  Myomata  complicating  Ovarian  Cyst. 

The  presence  of  a  cyst  of  the  ovary  and  a  fibroid  tumor  of  the 
uterus  in  the  same  jiatient  is  not  infrequent.  Where  the  ovarian 
cyst  is  large  ami  situated  in  front  of  the  uterine  tumor,  the  diagnosis 
may  be  difficult,  and  only  determined  after  puncture  of  the  cyst  or 
abdominal  section.  Tlie  author  leeently  made  a  diagnosis  of  tiiis 
condition  in  a  patient  with  the  following  history :  A  woman  eet.  33 
years,  married,  had  been  suffering  with  abdominal  enlargement  for 
nearly  a  year,  which  for  the  last  four  months  had  increased  more 
rapidly.  She  had  been  suftering  from  irregular  hemorrhage;  was 
pale  and  emaciated ;  she  complained  of  severe  pain  over  the  abdo- 
men, increased  by  exertion.  The  ab<lonren  was  distended  about  the 
size  of  a  six  months'  pregnancy  ;  iijMin  the  right  side,  a  little  below 
the  level  of  the  umbilicus,  was  a  hard,  firm  growth,  apparently 
closely  associated  with  a  tuinor  upon  the  left  side  which  extended 
above  the  umbilicus.  The  left  tumor  was  more  elastic  and  apparently 
contained  fluid.  Moving  the  mass  upon  the  right  caused  the  cervix 
to  move,  while  movement  of  the  left  tumor  apparently  had  no  influ- 
ence upon  it.  The  diagnosis  was,  right  side,  myoma;  left  side, 
probably  ovarian  cyst  made  up  of  small  cysts.  Upon  preparation 
for  operation  she  was  found  to  present  a  softened,  dilated  cervix,  a 
bloody  discharge,  and  Avithin  the  uterus  a  fetus  which  gave  evidence 
of  having  been  two  weeks  dead. 

Obesity. — A  large  pendulous  abdomen  from  accumulation  of  fat 
within  its  walls  or  fat  in  the  omentum  may  be  mistaken  for  an 
ovarian  cyst.  The  history  of  development,  the  general  distribution 
of  adipose  over  other  parts  of  the  body,  while  with  ovarian  eys1« 
there  is  loss  of  adipose  or  eiuaciation,  affords  the  diagnosis.  The 
thickness  of  the  abdominal  walls  may  be  estimated  by  pinching  up 
a  fold  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  ti-ssue. 

Ventral  Hernia. — In  two  cases  the  author  has  been  called  tol 
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see  patients  gufferiii<:;  from  supposed  ovarian  cysts,  Avhcn  the  con- 
dition was  due  to  separation  of  tlie  recti  muscles  and  protrusion 
of  the  intestines  covered  only  by  skin  and  peritoneum.  Palpa- 
tion of  tlie  intestinal  coils  and  resonant  percussion  should  have  ex- 
cluded the  diajjnosis  of  a  cyst. 

Dcmtwid  Tumors. — These  tumors  originate  in  the  fascia  or  deeper 
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layers  of  the  muscles.  They  arc  firm  and  resist! ntr,  are  movable 
within  the  abdominal  walls,  above  the  surface  of  which  they  jiruject 
to  a  marked  degree.  Marginal  or  rectal  examination  aids  in  exclud- 
ing till  in  from  a  {)elvic  origin. 

Ti/nipanilix. — Abdominal     distension,   as    in    phantom    tumors, 
whether  local  or  general,  is  characterized  by  resonance.     The  latter 
pis  associated  with  8ym[)ton]s  of  inflammation;  the  former  o<.x*ura  in 
nervous,  hysterical  individuals. 

Fecal  Tumorg. — An  accumulation  of  feces  is  sometimes  called  a 
fecal  tumor.     It  generally  takes  place  in  the  colon.     If  it  occurs  in 


tlie  Iraiisverse  colon,  tliat  organ  may  be  disjjhiced  downward  by  it 
weiglit,  and  rest  over  the  lower  part  of  the  alxloiuen.  Such  accumu- 
lations are  soiuetimes  quite  extensive.  They  are  distinguished,  how- 
ever, by  the  length  of  the  tumor,  the  peculiar  sensation  to  the  touch, 
the  fact  that  it  retains  the  imprint  of  the  linger,  and  that  it  is  en- 
tin-ly  removed  by  free  purgation  and  copious;  enemnta. 

Distended  Bladder. — An  over-distended  bladder  forms  a  tumor 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  fluctuates,  is  sensitive  to 
pressure,  and  may  be  mistaken  for  a  cyst.  The  precaution  should 
always  be  taken  to  empty  the  bladder  as  a  preliminary  step  to  ex- 
amination. It  will  of  course  thus  be  eliminated.  In  cases  of  preg- 
nancy or  fibroid  tumor  impacted  in  the  pelvis,  or  even  in  impacted 
ovarian  cysts,  we  may  have  retention  resulting,  and  difficulty  in 
the  introduction  of  a  catheter.  In  such  cases  it  may  be  necessary 
to  use  a  male  catheter. 

Cystic  tumors,  which  may  be  mistaken  for  those  of  the  ovary,  are 
hydatid  cysts  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  and  cysts  of  the  omentum, 
mesentery,  pancreas,  and  kidney.  Instead  of  cysts  of  the  kidney, 
we  may  have  the  entire  structure  of  tlie  organ  dilated,  giving  rise 
to  a  hydro-  or  a  pyo-nephrosis.  Hepatic  cysts  or  dilatations  of  the 
gall-bladder  are  only  mistaken  for  ovarian  cysts  when  they  are  very 
large,  filling  u|>  the  abdominal  cavity  or  by  their  weight  dragging 
down  towanl  the  pelvis.  When  small  tiiey  are  founil  situated  in 
tlie  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  to  the  right  side.  The  diagnosis  is 
usually  determined  by  the  percussiou  resonance  being  situated  to 
the  opposite  side  and  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  while  there 
is  dullness  above.  On  vagitial  examination  the  position  of  the 
uterus  will  be  disclosed  ;  also  possibly  the  ovaries  enlarged  on  either 
side  of  it  may  be  recognized.  In  the  hydatid  cyst  crepitation 
elicited  by  placing  the  hand  over  the  cyst,  and  making  pressure, 
will  aid  in  <letermining  its  character.  This  is  still  further  oon- 
finned  by  (iiiding  upon  microscopical  examination  of  some  of  the 
fluid  withdrawn  for  that  purpose,  booklets  and  spurs  of  the  echino- 
cocci.  Tumors  of  the  spleen  are  situated  on  the  right  side  of  the 
abdomen,  and  extend  dnwnward  toward  the  pelvis,  not  infrequently 
enlarging  across  the  abdoiiiHU.  Mesenteric  and  omental  cysts  attain 
a  considerable  size,  and  often  present  great  difficulties  in  diagnosis. 
Manipulation  may,  however,  disclose  the  absence  of  attacliment  to 
the  pelvic  organs,  and  in  this  way  afford  a  suspicion  of  their  true 
character.     The  mesenteric  cysts  usually  develop  behind  the  peri- 
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toneuni,  and  are  consequentty  retro-peritoneal  cysts.  They  may 
be  situated  to  one  side  of  the  abdomen  ur  in  tiie  mediua  line,  and 
usually  do  not  dip  down  into  the  ]»elvis.  Fluctuation  is  indis- 
tinct, and  lUiiy  be  associated  with  resonance  from  the  overlying 
intestine.  Kt-nal  cy-stti  in  their  origin  develop  tVoni  one  side  of  the 
abdomen,  are  usually  more  or  leiwi  iixed,  and,  iuereusing  in  size,  rauy 
be  pushed  or  dis[)laced  downward,  in  some  cases  occupying  the 
anterior  surface  of  the  sacrum.  Au  important  aid  in  the  diagnosis 
of  these  tumors  is  their  mobility.  Retro-peritoneal  cysts  some- 
times develop  in  the  pelvis,  filling  it  up  and  ri.sing  upward  into  the 
abdominal  cavity,  (Such  tumors  will  usually  be  found  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  uterus  and  difficult  to  separate  from  it;  the  uterus 
will  be  lifted  up  by  them,  the  tundus  felt  in  front  of  the  tumor, 
above  the  symphysis;  there  will  be  a  displacement  generally  of  the 
rectum  more  to  the  left  side,  or  it  may  run  over  the  anterior  surface 
of  the  tumor.  These  tumors  are  more  or  less  resisting,  presenting 
a  sensation  of  ehiHticity  rather  than  Huctuation.  They  generally 
are  rapid  in  growth  and  of  malignant  character,  more  particularly 
the  sarcomatous  variety. 

Where  our  examination  satisfies  us  that  we  have  to  deal  with  an 
ovarian  cyst,  it  still  becomes  a  question  of  considerable  importance 
to  determine  its  character,  whether  single,  multilocuhir,  or  der- 
moid. Multiloculai-  cysts  are  usually  of  more  rapid  growth. 
They  present  a  sensation  of  greater  resistance  than  the  unilocu- 
lar, with  a  less  distended  wave  of  Huctuation.  In  the  unilocular 
cyst  the  wave  of  fluctuation  can  be  distinctly  felt  from  one  side 
of  the  abdomen  t^  the  other.  In  the  mullilocular,  as  the  cyst  is 
divided  up  into  a  number  of  smaller  cysts,  the  wave  of  Huctua- 
tion must  necessarily  be  shorter,  and  if  the  cysts  are  sufficiently 
small  no  fluctuation  will  be  distinguished.  These  cases  are  some- 
times exceedingly  difficult  to  determine  from  the  o^denuitous  fibroid, 
and  it  is  only  by  careful  manual  examination,  by  which  the  a."«soci- 
ation  of  the  latter  with  the  uterus  is  determined,  that  we  are  able  to 
arrive  at  a  diagnosis,  and  in  some  cases  only  an  abdominal  incision 
will  afford  us  a  correct  knowledge. 

A  case  cjune  under  observation  a  year  ago  in  which  to  the  right 
of  the  cervix  was  found  a  mass,  somewhat  hard  and  resisting,  which 
was  felt  to  be  continuous  with  the  cervix.  Al)Ove  this  was  a  con- 
siderably larger  mass,  soft  and  elastic,  and  between  this  and  what 
we  had  supposed  to  be  the  entire  uterus  was  tissue  into  which  the 
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fingers  coulil  be  pressed.  This  apparently  indicated  that  the  tumor 
had  grown  from  the  broad  ligament  ami  wits  closely  associated  with 
the  uterus.  The  diagnosis  was  a  probable  intra-liganientary  ovarian 
cyst.  Upon  opeutug  the  abdomen  tlie  mass  which  we  had  sup- 
posed to  be  an  ovarian  cyst  proved  to  be  an  a?dernatous  fibroid. 
The  muss  to  the  right,  which  was  firm,  was  a  second  fibroid  in  a 
more  mature  condition,  and  the  f^oft  line  l>etween  them  was  the 
junction  of  the  fibroid  with  the  body  of  the  uterus. 

Dermoids  are  distinguished  by  tlieir  slow  growth,  greater  mobil- 
ity, sensation  of  resistance,  and  absence  of  fluctuation. 

Adhesions. — Adiiesions  may  be  expected  where  a  tumor  has 
attained  to  very  great  size :  under  the  pressure,  the  tumor  suffers 
a  loss  of  the  endothelial  layer  of  its  covering  peritoneum,  roughen- 
ing of  its  surface  follow.^,  with  a  ten<lency  to  a  slight  peritonitis  and 
the  formation  of  adhesions.  These  are  more  likely  to  take  place  over 
the  anterior  surface  of  tlie  tumor,  and  next  in  frequency  between  it 
and  the  omentum.  The  history  of  repeated  attacks  of  peritonitis  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  growth  will  almost  certainly  indicate  exten- 
sive adhesions.  They  will  occur  also  in  inflammatory  conditions 
of  the  cyst  itself,  whether  resulting,  from  torsion  of  its  pedicle  or 
from  suppuration  or  gangrene.  The  mobility  of  tiie  tumor  or  the 
ease  witli  which  the  abdominal  walls  can  be  moved  over  it  lead.»<  us 
to  hojH"  that  adhesions  are  slight,  though  we  cannot  determine  al*so- 
lutely  that  it  is  free  from  them. 

Pedicle. — The  erdargement  of  the  ovary  leads  to  its  prolapse 
when  by  dragging  upon  its  connection  with  the  broad  ligament  it 
becomes  more  or  less  pedunculated.  This  elongation  of  its  neck 
becomes  increased  when  the  tumor  is  large  enough  to  rest  in  part 
upon  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  neck  or  attachment  is  known 
as  the  pedicle.  It  is  composed  in  most  cases  of  a  part  of  the  bruad 
and  ovarian  ligaments,  and  generally  contaitis  the  Fallopian  tube, 
Tlie  thicknt's^s  and  length  of  the  pedicle  can  only  be  determinc«d 
with  certJiinty  at  the  time  of  removal.  Where  the  tumor  is  freely 
movable  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  we  have  to  deal  witli  a 
long  pedicle.  Then  by  raising  the  tumor  up  and  with  the  finger 
in  the  vagina,  or,  better,  in  the  rectum,  we  may  be  able  to  feel  the 
connection  between  the  tumor  and  the  uterine  appendage. 

Krploralori/  Puncture. — In  obscure  and  complicated  cases  ihe 
diagnosis  may  be  rendered  so  difficult  that  in  times  past  it  has  been 
deemed  desirable  to  determine  the  character  of  the  tumor  and  its 
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contents  before  ilecitling  as  to  what  operative  (irocetlure  to  adopt. 
To  accomplish  tliis,  the  removal  antl  exam inution— chemical  ami 
microscopical — of  a  portion  of  the  cyst-contents  has  been  lecom- 
mendetl. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  tlie  oiwration  of  aspiration  of 
u  cyst  is  not  unattended  with  danger,  as  the  intestines  and 
bladder  have  been  frequently  punctured.  There  may  be  an  escape 
of  fluid  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  or  the  entrance  of  air  into  the 
tumor,  and  the  latter  may  be  followed  by  gangrene  or  suppura- 
tion. A  large  ves!?el  in  the  tumor-wall  may  be  injured  by  the 
introduction  of  the  aspirator,  and  an  extensive  hemorrhage  result. 
In  view  of  these  dangers  tapping  is  rarely  justifiable. 

A  proliferating  cyst  usually  furnishes  fluid  of  a  tliick,  colloid 
character,  with  a  specific  gravity  of  1015-10;}0,  which  contains 
paralburaen  and  cylindrical  epithelial  cells.  In  the  papillary 
cysts  there  is  an  absence  of  paralbumen,  while  the  microscope 
tliscloses  white  blood-corpuscles.  The  fluitl  from  the  Graafian 
follicles  is  not  distinguishable  from  that  obtained  from  {>arovai'ian 
cysts.  Ascitic  fluid  is  thin,  light  yellow  or  green isli-colored,  deposits 
albumen  on  boiling,  does  not  contain  cylindric4d  epithelium,  and 
has  a  specific  gravity  of  1008-1015.  In  the  cysto-fibromata  the  fluid 
has  a  lemon-yellow  color,  with  a  specific  gravity  of  1020,  coagulates 
ra|>i<]ly  without  heat,  and  does  not  contain  cylindrical  epithelium. 
The  fluid  from  echinococcus  cysts  is  distinguished  by  the  booklets, 
and  has  a  specific  gravity  of  1008-1010,  without  albumen.  In 
hydronephrosis  the  fluid  is  thin,  with  a  specific  gravity  of  lOOrS- 
1018,  varies  in  color,  and  contains  urea,  leucine,  tyrosine,  and 
kreatinine.  Puncture  in  an  ovarian  cyst  is  always  dangerous,  and 
when  performed  for  diagnosis  in  iloubtful  crises,  as  in  echinococcus 
cysts,  renal  tumors,  abscesses,  or  dermoids,  it  may  be  attended  with 
the  most  serious  cunsetpiences.  The  exploratory  incision  is  a  far  less 
dangerous  procedure.  In  cases  in  which  it  is  impos.sible  to  arrive 
at  a  correct  diagnosis,  as  in  ascites  from  tubercular  peritonitis  or 
malignant  disease  of  the  ovary,  tube,  or  omentum,  or  from  papillary 
cysts,  the  buttonhole  incision,  through  which  one  finger  can  be 
intrndticed,  is  far  tlie  preferable  procedure,  and,  while  a<lmitting 
opportunity  for  the  tietermiiiation  of  the  condition  by  touch,  affords 
a  subsequent  opportunity  for  drainage. 

Treatmknt. — As  the  fluid  is  contained  within  a  closed  sac  which 
as  its  own  secreting  surface,  the  administration  of  remedies  or  the 

>8 


694 


AN  AMERICAN   TEXT-BOOK   OF   OYNECOLOOY. 


n 


use  of  counter-irritants  for  the  purpose  of  decreasing  the  accuniu- 
latiou  by  inerua.sed  secretion  and  elimiuatiou  is  witliout  reason. 
Electrolysis  has  been  advocated,  but  when  we  consider  the  charac- 
ter of  such  growths  and  the  danger  of  infection  from  many  of  them, 
it  is  too  dangerous  apian  to  be  considered.  Surgical  treatment  con- 
sists of  extirpation.  Puncture  is  at  best  only  a  palliative  measure, 
as  the  removal  of  the  fluid  is  quickly  followed  by  its  re-aceuraula- 
tion,  and  is  attended  with  great  loss  oi'  albumen.  The  first  puncture 
would  neces-sarily  be  followed  by  others  at  shorter  intervals,  until 
the  patient  becuines  exhausted  by  the  severe  drain.  As  has  already 
been  mentioned,  it  is  attended  with  danger  from  the  direct  loss  of 
blood,  as  the  opening  of  a  vessel,  presence  of  papillary  cysts,  and 
rupture  of  a  thin-walled  cyst  and  the  spreading  of  its  papillary 
contents  to  the  peritoneal  cavity,  as  well  as  from  septic  infection. 
The  operation  may  be  done  in  pregnancy  in  the  later  suiges  in 
preference  to  ovariotomy  as  a  temporary  expedient,  where  the  cyst 
is  situated  in  the  pelvis  and  would  interfere  with  the  delivery  of 
the  patient.  Under  these  conditions  the  puncture  should  be  made 
through  the  vagina. 

This  is  an  exceedingly  dangerous  procedure,  however,  as  the 
vaginal  canal  is  diflicnlt  to  render  thoroughly  aseptic.  Puncturing 
the  cyst  through  the  rectum  is  under  all  circumstances  absolutely 
unjustifiable. 

Ovariotomy. — The  only  treatment  that  is  applicable  to  all  cases 
and  is  worthy  of  consideration  is  the  extirpation  of  the  tumor,  or  ova- 
riotomy. Succe*;s  in  the  performance  of  tliis  o|ieration  will  depend 
very  ninch  upon  tlie  care  witli  which  the  diagnosis  has  been  made, 
the  knowknlge  of  the  o|jerator  concerning  the  condition  of  the 
patient,  the  dexterity  with  which  the  operation  is  |>erformed,  or  the 
readiness  in  meeting  compliiations,  and  the  judicious  treatment  of 
patients  subse(]uent  to  its  performance.  Preparation  for  the  opera- 
tion will  be  considered,  first,  in  the  preparation  of  the  patient ;  sec- 
ond, of  the  room  ;  third,  of  the  instruments  and  dressings ;  fourth, 
of  the  operator  and  liis  assistants. 

The  patient  should  have  been  carefully  examined,  and  should 
be  free  from  any  febrile  condition,  or,  if  such  is  present,  its  cause 
should  he  :iscertained.  Operation  should  be  avoided  in  the  prts- 
ence  of  bronchial  catarrh  or  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  lung&  or 
other  organs,  unless  absolutely  ueces.sary.  The  indivi<lual  charac- 
ter of  the  pulse  should  be  determined,  the  urine  carefully  exam- 
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med,  and  laxatives  administered  for  two  nights  preciHling  the  day 
set  for  the  operation,  a  few  hour?*  before  which  the  rectum  is 
emptied  by  enema.  The  patient  should  have  been  thoroughly 
bathed  witii  hot  water  and  soap  each  night  for  two  or  three  niglitp, 
especial  attention  being  given  to  the  cleansing  of  the  abdomen,  pit 
of  the  umbilicus,  and  the  external  genitalia.  The  genitalia  .'^honld 
be  tlioroughly  shaved,  and  again  wa.slied  witli  soap  an<l  water,  fol- 
lowed by  a  bath  of  bichloride-of-mercury  solution,  and  a  VHginal 
injection  of  biehloride-of-mercury  solution  1  :  2000,  given  the  Tnorii- 
ing  before  the  operation.  Tiie  abdominal  walls  should  be  covered 
with  a  pad  wet  with  a  hichloride-of-merciiry  solution,  held  in 
place  by  a  binder,  for  at  least  two  hours  before  the  time  for  ope- 
ration. After  the  patient  is  placed  upon  the  talile,  the  abdomen 
should  be  thoroughly  scrubbed  by  a  towel  wet  with  alcohol  until 
the  surface  is  reddened.  She  should  be  kept  in  bed  for  forty-eight 
hours  prior  to  the  operation,  and  be  given  food  which  produces 
little  flatulence;  no  solid  food  should  be  taken  on  the  night  preced- 
ing or  on  the  morning  of  the  operation.  Owing  to  the  large  per- 
centage of  casein  and  its  tendency  to  produce  flatulence,  milk  sJiouhl 
not  be  considered  a  proper  diet  either  before  or  immediately  follow- 
ing the  operation.  Before  the  patient  goes  to  the  operating  table 
it  is  preferable  to  have  the  urine  voided.  If  there  is  any  doubt 
about  this  being  complete,  the  catheter  should   be  used. 

Preparatiou  of  the  Room. — The  room  if  in  a  private  residence 
and  obtainable  should  be  large,  light,  and  well  ventilated.  The  tem- 
perature sliould  l)e  about  75°  F.  It  should  be  freed  from  all  super- 
fluous furniture,  as  carpets  and  hangings.  The  floor  and  woodwork 
should  have  Ix'cn  thoroughly  scrubbed  with  soap  and  hot  water, 
and  the  walls  wipeil  down  with  a  damji  cloth.  The  operating 
table  should  be  of  convenient  height.  an<l  may  consist,  if  other 
means  are  not  at  hand,  of  an  ordinary  kitchen  table  or  of  two 
kitchen  l^dtles  (daced  at  right  angles  to  one  another.  It  should 
be  placed  with  the  foot  of  the  patient  toward  the  window,  so  that 
the  light  may  fall  into  the  abdomen,  and  should  be  covered  with  a 
couple  of  blankets,  over  these  a  rubber  cloth,  and  over  thix  a  sheet. 
There  should  be  at  hand  three  smaller  tables — one  for  sponges,  a 
second  for  in.struments,  and  a  third  for  the  dressings. 

Irijftrumcnls. — The  ojK'rator  slunild  aim  to  have  just  as  ^eyt  in- 
struments prepared  as  is  necessary  to  perforin  the  operation,  but,  as 
it  cannot  always  be  determined  beforehand  in  any  individual  case 
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whether  the  operation  will  be  a  simple  or  a  coni[)licated  cue,  it  18 
well  to  have  a  second  tray  at  hand  with  iustruuients  that  might 
possibly  l)e  needed.  In  the  tray  of  necessary  instruments  should 
be  placed  a  scalpel;  curved  scissors;  dissecting  forceps;  six  small 
heniostats ;  two  larjije  or  pedicle  forceps;  an  ovarian  trocar;  suture- 
carrier;  needle-holder;  lialf  a  dozen  needles,  straight  and  curved. 
In  the  second  tray  raa}'  be  placed  retractors,  heniostats,  pedicle 
forceps,  and  couvenienily  at  hand,  for  use  if  necessary,  there 
should  be  a  Paquelin  cautery. 

Spon(/f's. — A  definite  nunil)er  of  sponges  must  be  selected,  about 
Jialf  a  dozen  in  all — four  small  and  two  elephant  ear.  These  should 
have  been  most  carefully  prepared  as  described  in  the  consideration 
of  Technique.  The  ligature  and  suture  material  consists  either  of 
catgut,  silk,  or  silkworm-gut.  Instead  of  sponges,  gauze  pads  may 
be  used:  these  are  about  eight  to  twelve  inches  square,  made  by  fold- 
ing gauze  until  it  forms  eight  layers,  turning  the  raw  edges  in,  and 
hemming  so  that  there  is  no  opportunity  tor  threads  to  be  left  in 
tlie  abdominal  cavity.  These  pads  should  then  be  boiled  in  water 
to  remove  the  sizing,  carefully  washed  and  placed  in  a  o  per  cent, 
solution  of  carbolic  acid.  They  are  not  as  satisfactory  for  thor- 
oughly drying  the  abdominal  cavity  as  are  sjxjuges.  In  addi- 
tion there  should  be  at  hand  for  every  operation,  ether  or  chloro- 
form as  is  preferred  for  anesthesia;  stryclinine  in  solution,  or  in 
tablets  of  one-twentieth  or  oue-thirtieth  of  a  grain  ;  nitrate  of  aniyl 
and  nitro-glycerin,  atropine  one-eightieth  of  a  grain,  and  Monsel'* 
solution.  Tiie  instruments  should  be  placed  in  trays  on  a  table  to 
the  right  of  the  operator,  where  he  can  reach  them  without  the  aid 
of  an  assistant. 

The  patient,  after  the  administration  of  the  anesthetic,  is  placed 
ujHin  the  tiible,  having  the  lower  extremities  covered  with  a  clean 
blanket,  over  which  a  sterilized  sheet  is  spread.  The  clothing  ia 
drawn  well  up  under  the  arms,  front  and  back,  and  the  upper 
of  the  body  covered  with  a  sterilized  blanket;  over  this  are  ph 
sterilized  towels,  one  above,  one  below  and  one  on  either  side,  fast- 
ened by  safety-pins.  These  pins  should  be  placed  under  the  towc 
or  the  towel  may  be  laid  on  the  abdomen,  pinned  about  an  inch  and 
a  half  or  two  inches  from  its  border,  and  then  turned  back  towaH" 
the  side  on  which  it  is  placed ;  the  opposite  side  may  be  jirepannJ 
in  a  similar  manner.  In  this  way  the  .lafety-pins  are  covered  anil 
out  of  the  way.     The  whole  is  covered  over  by  a  large  piece  oC 
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sterilized  gauze  willi  a  slit  cut  in  it  eorrespoiulinj^  with  the  site  of 
the  abdoiiiiiiiil  incision. 

After  cleaning  the  hands,  tlie  ojwrators  and  as.sistitnts  uiu.<t 
exercise  the  greatest  waiohfulness  and  care  not  subsequently  to 
tduch  any  iion-s^terilized  object.  If  by  chance  tlie  hiind.s  should 
be  touched  or  come  in  contact  with  anvthiuj^  that  hujs  not  been 
cleansed,  the  operator  or  assistant  should  discontinue  the  openuiou 
until  he  can  re-steriliice  hiy  hands.  A  basin  of  hot  water  should 
hv  placed  on  the  table  alongside  of  him,  with  directions  to  the 
nurse  thai  it  shall  be  changed  from  time  to  time.  In  this  the 
hands  should  be  washed  whenever  soiled  with  blood  or  pus 
during  the  progress  of  the  operation.  The  assistants  shoultl 
consist  of  an  anesthetizer,  who  must  devote  himself  most  care- 
fully to  the  patient,  watching  the  pulse  and  respiration,  and  under 
no  circumstances  failing  to  note  changes  in  her  condition.  A  prin- 
cipal assistant  should  stand  opposite  the  operator  to  the  right  of 
the  patient.  Behind  him,  within  easy  reach,  is  a  tal)le  with  two 
basins  for  the  sponges,  in  one  of  which  they  are  kept  in  clean  water 
until  needed.  As  they  become  soiled  they  are  thrown  into  the  sec- 
ond basin,  where  after  being  washed  out  by  the  nurse  they  are  placed 
in  the  former  one.  It  is  well  to  divide  the  sponges  into  two  lots, 
having  one  lot  in  a  reserve  basin  to  be  used  in  case  the  first  becomes 
soiled.  The  nurse  in  charge  of  the  sponges  must,  under  no  circum- 
stances, fail  to  keep  a  record  of  the  number  in  use,  and  should  be 
able  at  any  time  to  state  their  location.  If  a  sponge  falls  upon  the 
Hf">r  or  comes  in  contact  with  any  se})tic  object,  it  should  not  again 
be  used,  but  its  position  should  be  remembered,  so  that  in  enumera- 
ting them  at  the  close  of  tiie  ojieration  there  will  be  no  j>ossibility 
of  mistake.  This  is  a  very  important  direction,  as  numbers  of  cases 
are  upon  record  in  the  experience  of  skillful  operators  where  through 
negligence  sponges  or  other  articles  have  been  left  within  the  ab- 
duininal  cavity,  leading  either  to  the  death  of  the  patient  or  to  the 
necessity  of  reopening  the  wound  in  order  to  remove  them. 
With  a  nurse  in  charge  of  the  sponges,  a  fourth  assistant  is 
esirable,  to  l)e  ready  for  emergencies :  he  may  look  after  the  thread- 
ing of  needles,  preparation  of  sutures,  and  the  Pa(pielin  cauterj'. 
In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  patient  will  be  placed  under  the 
iriHuence  of  ether  for  the  o|)eration.  In  those  case8,  however,  in 
which  examination  has  disclosed  either  a  defective  condition  of  the 
kidneys  or  the  presence  of  albumen,  chloroform  is  the  safer  anes- 
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thetia  la  the  aduiinistration  of  chlorofiiiin  it  is  important  that  it 
Bhoiild  be  given  carefully,  securing  with  it  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
air.  It  is  well  to  use  a  napkin,  handkerchief,  or  several  layers  of 
gauze,  dropping  the  chloroform  upon  tlii.s,  allowing  a  sufScient 
amount  of  air  to  be  inspired  with  it  to  render  its  use  safe.  In  the 
administration  of  ether,  the  pure  vapor,  unadulterated  with  air 
should  be  given.  In  some  patients  the  ether  act.%  slowly  and  leads 
to  considerable  struggling.  This  may  be  avoided  by  the  previous 
adminiHtration  of  bromide  of  ethyl,  which  acts  very  quickly  and 
with  sciU'ceiy  any  excitement.  The  anesthesia  with  ether  may  be 
commenced  while  the  patient  is  under  its  influence,  or  a  hypoder- 
mic injection  of  morphia,  a  sixth  or  a  quarter  of  a  grain  may  be 
administered  one-half  hour  before  the  anesthesia.  Having  a  patient 
anesthetized  and  placed  upon  the  tjible,  surrounded  with  8terilize<l 
blankets  and  towels,  and  the  abdomen  cleansed,  we  are  ready  for 
the  operation. 

Operation. — In  considering  the  conduct  of  the  operation  we  pre- 
fer to  divide  it  into  different  steps  or  stages  and  describe  the  method 
of  procedure  in  each.  By  so  doing  we  feel  that  we  can  impress 
upon  the  would-be  operator  a  graphic  outline  of  the  various  acci- 
dents which  may  occur  antl  the  subterfuges  to  which  he  raay  resort 
as  he  proceeds.  We  do  not  feel  that  he  can  deviate  from  a  safe 
course  in  completing  the  entire  journey  if  an  accurate  chart  of  each 
portion  is  presented.     The  different  steps  are : 

1.  Incision  of  the  abdominal  wall ; 

2.  Puncture,  emptying,  and  removal  of  the  cyst; 

3.  Management  of  adhesions  ; 

4.  Management  of  the  pedicle; 

5.  Toilet  of  the  peritoneum  ; 

6.  Drainage; 

7.  Closing  of  the  wound  ; 

8.  Dressing. 

A  description  of  the  abdominal  incision  will  be  found  else- 
where. 

After  incision  of  the  peritoneum,  the  pearly,  glistening  surface 
of  the  cyst  is  exposed.  The  peritoneum  should  be  held  up,  aud 
the  first  incision  in  it  carefully  made  to  avoid  injuring  the  cyst  or 
coils  of  intestines.  If  there  are  adh^ions  the  finger  should  be  in- 
troduced through  the  small  opening  of  the  peritoneum  and  the  in- 
cisiou  extended  by  the  use  of  probe-pointed  scissors.     The  intro- 
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tluction  of  the  finger  guards  af^ainst  injury  of  the  intestine  or  cyst. 
At  the  lower  part  of  the  woiiiid  it  discovers  the  hUidder  and  pre- 
vents its  being  wounded.  The  peritoneum  may  be  overlooked  and 
cut  through,  and  the  omentum  mistaken  for  preperitoneal  fut;  in 
the  latter  the  vessels  are  transvei'se,  in  the  former  veriical.  Where 
the  peritoneum  i.s  fjrmly  tastened  to  tiie  parietes  of  the  cyst  it  may 
be  difficult  to  determine  when  it  is  reached.  The  cvst-wall  should 
be  incised,  the  cysts  emptied,  and  an  attempt  made  to  withdraw  the 
poi5terior  wall,  or  the  incision  in  the  alMlotneii  may  be  curried  up  to 
the  umbilicus,  where  the  layers  of  the  abdominal  wall  liecome  fused 
together,  when  the  cyyt-wall  will  be  more  easily  recognized.  After 
the  peritoneum  is  incised,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  further  pro- 
cedure it  should  be  fiistened  to  the  integument  by  one  suture 
about  the  middle  of  either  side  of  the  wound.  This  prevents  it 
being  pushed  oflf  from  the  abdominal  walls  during  the  fiirtber 
manipulation. 

Emptying  the  Cyst. — The  cyst  projects  into  the  wound,  present- 
ing a  pearly,  glistening  appearance.  The  trocar,  with  a  rubber  tul>e 
attached,  long  enough  to  dip  into  a  receptacle  placed  beneath  the  table, 
is  then  plunged  into  the  cyst,  choosing  a  point  for  its  introduction 
which  will  empty  the  large  or  main  cyst  and  is  free  from  large  ves- 
sels. This  puncture  should  not  be  made  at  the  lower  angle  of 
the  wound,  for  the  reason  that  as  the  cyst  empties  it  retracts  and 
leaves  the  opening  situated  below  the  wound,  increasing  the  dif- 
ficulty of  preventing  the  fluid  from  flowing  into  the  abdomen.  As 
the  trocar  is  plunged  into  the  c^'st  the  abdominal  walls  are  held  close 
alxjut  it,  and  sponges  should  be  packed  around  the  orifice  to  pre- 
vent any  fluid  running  back  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  As  the 
sac  becomes  relaxed  it  is  grasped  with  bemostats,  and  later  with 
cyst  forceps,  and  drawn  out,  keeping  the  opening  in  the  cyst  out- 
side the  abdominal  wound.  The  assistant  will  phice  his  hands  u]>on 
either  side  of  the  abdomen  or  above  it,  making  pressure,  which  forces 
out  the  fluid  and  keeps  the  wound  stretched  over  the  projecting  sur- 
face of  the  cyst.  If  there  are  a  number  of  cysts,  the  trocar  may  be 
passed  from  one  into  the  other.  In  this  procedure,  however,  it  is 
important  that  the  hand  sliould  be  passed  into  the  abdomen  around 
the  cyst  to  prevent  the  trocjjr  from  perforating  its  main  wall,  injur- 
ing the  viscera  or  abdominal  tissues,  or  permitting  the  escape  of  fluid. 
Where  a  trocar  of  suitable  character  is  not  at  hand,  the  parts  may 
be  drawn  tense  arountl  the  cyst,  puncture  made  into  it  with  a  knife, 
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the  edges  grasped  with  forceps,  drawn  out,  and  the  orifice  thus  kept 
outside  the  abdominal  cavity.     Other  cysts  raay  be  opened  through 
the  first  cyst,  and  their  cavities  broken  down  by  the  hand  pasaed 
through  the  opening.    Thijs,  in  some  ca.ses,  may  be  necessary,  owing 
to  the  consisteucy  of  the  fluid  being  sucli  that  it  will  not  readily  flow 
through  the  trocar.     In  small  cysts  it  is  preferable  to  introduce  the 
hand  and  break  up  the  cysts  rather  than  to  attempt  to  pass  the  trocar 
ill  difierent  directions  to  empty  them.     As  the  cyst  is  eraptie<]  it  is 
alt^o  drawn  out,  so  that  in  a  single  cyet,  or  in  a  multilocular  cyst 
which  is  not  adherent,  the  t* mptying  is  followed  or  partially  precede*! 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  sac.     Where  the  cyst  has  thick,  vlsoid 
contents,  it  may  be  necessary  to  draw  it  well  uj)  into  the  wound 
before  opening  it,  or  pos.sibly.  after  turning  the  patient  up<:)n  her 
side,  to  press  back  the  abdominal  wall  from  the  under  side,  opeu 
the  cyst,  a.nd,  dragging  the  opening  still  farther  out,  break  up  the 
contents.     In  this  way  a  cyst  of  considerable  size  may  be  brought 
through    a   small    0}>ening.      Where    there    is   considerable  adiJ 
material  in  the  cy.st,  however,  requiring  some  difficulty  to  britijC' 
it  through  the  opening,  the  latter  should  be  enlarged,  rather  liian 
to  subject  the  patient  to  much  manipulation  in  order  to  avoid  a 
large  opening,     in  dermoid  cysts  or  those  in  which  suppuration 
has  occurred  it  is  better  that  a  larger  opening  should  be  made  and 
the  cysts  removed  entire.     When  the  contents  of  dermoid   cy-(* 
flow  into  the  abdominal  cavity  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  remove 
them  and  to  neutralize  their  irritating  effect.     The  material  is  oily 
in  character,  and  does  not  wiush  out  readily  by  irrigation  ;  for  suel 
reasons  it  is  preferable  that  the  cyst  should  be  removed  intact. 

Adhesions. — The  ease  with  which  adhesions  may  be  mana| 
depends  much  upon  their  character.  In  recent  cases,  where  the 
cyst  ha.s  un<lergone  inflammatory  action,  resulting  in  adhesive  peri- 
tonitis, the  adhesions  may  be  readily  oveicome  by  the  use  of  the 
sponge.  It  is  sometimes  recommended  to  introduce  the  hand  into 
the  abdominal  C4ivity  before  the  cyst  is  punctured  and  separate  or 
break  up  the  adhesions.  This  can  readily  be  done  over  the  anterior 
parietes,  where  the  adhesions  are  soft,  but  dense,  firm  adhesions  should 
preferably  be  separated  at  the  wuinid  under  the  guidance  of  the  eye. 
Consequently,  after  the  cyst  has  been  wholly  or  partially  emptie<l. 
it  is  draw^n  out,  and  where  adhesions  of  a  soft  and  friable  character 
exist,  these  are  separated  by  pressing  the  viscera  off  from  the  sac  byj 
a  sponge.     Adhesions  will  depend  in  gravity  upon  their  situation] 
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and  liuration.  The  older  the  udhesion;*,  tlie  more  thui'oughly  or- 
jjanized  tliey  become  and  the  more  iliflicult  they  are  to  sepiir.'itf, 
requiring,  in  some  cases,  the  use  of  the  scissors  or  knife.  Parietal 
adhesions,  where  they  cannot  be  sponged  off,  may  be  separatetl  by 
the  finger,  tearing  the  surfaces  from  the  cyst-wa!I,  or,  where  this 
eauiiut  be  accomplished,  by  using  the  scissors.  Not  infrequently 
considerable  bleeding  will  tiike  place.  Omental  adhesions  are  fre- 
<juently  long  and  quite  vascular,  so  that  they  are  preferably  tied 
with  double  ligature  and  cut  between,  using  for  this  purpose  pre- 
pared catgut.  Adhesions  that  are  difficult  to  manage  arc  those 
between  the  intestine  and  other  abdominal  viscera  and  the  cyst- 
wall.  Such  adhesions  may  take  place  between  the  coils  of  the 
intestine,  the  stomach,  the  spleen,  the  liver,  and  the  gall-bladder. 
Adhesions  to  some  of  these  organs  are  exceedingly  ftrm  and  only 
separated  with  considerable  difficulty.  Where  the  adhesions  are 
long  they  may  be  separated  by  means  of  the  scissors  or  by  grasj)- 
ing  the  adhesions  with  a  clamp  and  burning  through  the  tissues 
with  the  cautery.  When  the  adhesions  lo  the  intestine,  for  instance, 
are  sessile,  the  removal  of  the  neo|dasni  may  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable difficulty.  In  some  cases  ailhesions  are  Yery  close,  and  their 
removal  would  involve  the  structure  of  the  bowel,  impairing  its  vital- 
ity. It  is  then  preferable  that  the  cyst-wall  should  be  cut  through, 
leaving  a  portion  of  it  attached  to  the  intestine,  taking  the  preaiution 
to  remove  the  epithelial  lining  membrane,  thus  taking  away  the 
entire  secreting  surface  of  the  cyst.  Pelvic  adhesions  of  long  dura- 
tion are  the  most  difficult  to  manage  and  the  most  dangerous  in 
character.  A  tumor  which  has  been  situated  low  down  in  the 
IK'lvis,  filling  it,  may  be  adherent  to  the  large  arterial  or  venous 
vessels.  The  author  never  had  a  more  trying  or  sadder  experience 
than  in  a  woman  of  sixty-three  years  of  age,  the  mother  of  a  phy- 
sician, who  had  a  thin-walled  cyst,  which  was  completely  eTnptied, 
and  was  only  adherent  in  the  pelvis.  On  making  gentle  traction 
upon  the  cyst,  endeavoring  to  push  off  the  pelvic  tiasues,  there  was 
at  once  a  sudden  filling  up  of  the  entire  pelvis  with  venous  blood, 
showing  that  a  large  vein  had  been  injured.  The  hemorrhage  was 
controlled  by  packing  the  pelvis  with  sponges,  removing  the  bloo<l, 
but  the  patient  was  already  profoundly  shocked.  After  the  removal 
of  the  sponges  the  pelvis  was  packed  with  iodoform  gauze,  which 
was  brought  out  at  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound.  She  lived  but  u 
few  hours  after  the  completion  of  the  operation. 
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In  some  cases  the  adhesions  will  be  found  extending  down  into 
Douglas's  cul-de-sac,  requiring  an  universal  enucleation.  In  par- 
ovarian or  broad-ligament  cysts  we  may  find  the  broad  ligament 
spread  out  and  covering  the  cyst-wall.  In  such  cases  it  is  import- 
ant to  examine  carefully  the  tissues  as  we  progress,  for  the  tumor 
may  be  found  to  have  begun  its  development  deep  in  the  broad 
ligament,  and  may  have  pushed  above  it  the  ureter,  as  was  found 
by  the  author  in  one  case  of  broad-ligament  cyst:  after  opening 
the  cyst  anil  commencing  to  enucleate,  the  ureter  was  found  to  pass 
directly  over  it.  Attempted  enucleation  would  have  been  attended 
with  so  much  injury  to  the  ureter  as  to  have  im2)eriled  its  vitality. 
For  this  reason  the  tumor  was  completely  emptied,  wa-shed  out,  and, 
with  a  view  of  securing  drainage,  stitched  to  the  abdominal  wound 
and  its  cavity  packed  with  iodoform  gauze,  in  order  to  set  up  inflam- 
matory changes  within  it  to  destroy  its  secreting  surface  and  lead  to 
adhesion  of  its  walls.  In  this,  however,  we  regret  to  say,  the  oj)era- 
tion  was  not  a  success,  as  the  patient  appeared  a  few  months  huer 
having  u  cyst  fully  as  large  as  the  one  for  which  we  had  operated. 

Pajdllary  cysts  may  develop  beneath  the  broad  ligament,  and 
infihrate  the  tissues  to  such  a  degree  as  would  render  their  removal 
almost  impossible,  or,  if  removal  were  perforinetl,  would  leave  a 
large,  ragged,  raw  surface  which  necessarily  increases  tlie  danger  to 
the  patient.  In  bleeding  following  the  separation  of  extensive  adhe- 
sions, not  arrested  by  irrigation  with  hot  water,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  resort  to  either  the  use  of  Slonsel's  solution,  wetting  a  B]>on»i 
with  1 :  4  of  the  solution  and  wiping  it  over  the  oozing  surface,  or 
the  use  of  the  Paqu(.lin  cautery.  Where  the  adhesions  have  been 
to  the  anterior  parietes  in  very  large  cysts,  large  raw  surfaces  are 
exposed ;  that  is,  the  peritoneum  is  torn  through.  The  bleeding 
may  be  controlletl  and  unfortunate  intestinal  adhesions  avoided 
by  introducing  sutures  through  the  abdominal  wall  in  such  a  way  a* 
to  approximate  the  large  raw  suriaces  and  thus  shut  them  out  of 
the  abdominal  aivity  and  promote  their  union. 

Pedicle. — After  enijitying  the  cyst  and  drawing  it  out,  the 
empty  sac  is  found  to  be  attached  to  tlie  abdominal  cavity  by 
a  more  or  less  narrow  baud  of  tissue  which  is  known  as  the 
pedicle.  It  consists  in  the  majority  of  cases  of  the  ovariaji 
ligament,  a  part  of  the  broad  ligament,  with  not  infrequently  tlie 
tube  extending  up  over  the  cyst.  There  has  been  much  discussion 
in  the  past  upon  the  proper  treatment  of  the  pedicle — whethtr  it 
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should  be  treated  intra-  or  extra-peritoneally ;  in  other  words, 
whether  it  should  be  ligated  or  tlie  vessels  otherwise  secured  an<l 
dropped  back,  or  slioidd  be  brought  back  and  fastened  in  the  lower 
angle  of  the  wound.  In  the  latter  method  of  treatment  it  has  been 
the  custom  to  use  the  clamp.  This  clamp  method  for  many  years 
was  f)ractised  by  Atlee,  Wells,  and  coutempuraiy  operators.  Its 
advantage  was  the  security  againt^t  lieniorrhage  and  the  fact  that 
the  pedicle  was  constantly  under  observation.  It  liad  the  disad- 
vantage of  requiring  a  longer  tinie  for  convalescence  ;  the  pedicle 
sloughed  off,  increasing  the  danger  of  septic  infcctitMi,  leaving  a  sur- 
face to  heal  by  granulation,  and  in  some  cases  has  resulted  in  subse- 
quent menstruation  from  the  stump.     The  intra-peritoneal  method 

,  is  that  which  is  now  universally  practised.  The  pedicle  may  be 
ligated  or  cauterized,  as  has  been  recommended  by  Keith.  Cauteri- 
zsition  is  performed  by  grasping  the  tissue  of  the  pcilicle  in  a  chimp, 
one  side  of  which  is  covered  with  ivory  plates  to  prevent  the  heat 
being  conveyed  to  the  tissues  beneatii,  and  searing  the  included 
tissues  by  cautery  iron  heated  to  redness.  The  method  is  danger- 
ous, and  not  to  be  used  under  any  circumstances  w^here  it  is  pos- 
sible to  place  a  ligature.     Operators  universally  prefer  the  use  of 

I  the  ligature.  Tlie  pedicle,  wlieu  of  ordinary  size,  is  transfixed  and 
lied  in  two  portions.  The  ligament  should  he  transfixetl  with  a 
double  ligature,  cut,  and  each  half  tied  separately  and  then  both 
the  ends  together,  or  one  ligature  may  be  carried  around,  tying  it 
over  both  parts.  Where  we  have  a  large  tumor  made  up  of  solid 
material,  which  it  would  require  considerable  elfurt  to  hold  and  pre- 
vent traction  upon  the  pedicle,  the  latter  may  be  seized  with  pedicle 
forceps  immediately  beneath  the  cyst,  tosecun?  the  |>atient  tVom  loss 

j  of  blood,  and  the  tumor  cut  away,  after  which  the  pedicle  may  be 
tied  in  the  manner  we  have  already  described.  In  removing  the 
tumor  it  is  important  to  leave  a  sufticicnily  long  stump  above  the 
ligature  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  portion  of  the  tissue  being 
retracted,  permitting  hemorrhage  to  take  place  from  either  the 
ovarian  or  uterine  arteries.  For  ligation  of  the  pedicle  either  silk 
or  catgut  may  be  used.  The  catgut  is  preferred  by  some  operators 
for  the  reason  that  it,  being  an  animal  ligature,  is  aljsorbable  and 
will  not  remain  to  give  rise  to  irritation  subsequently.  Its  disjtd- 
vantagcs  are  that  the  ligature  may  slip,  affording  an  opi)ortntuty 
for  hemorrhage  to  occur  after  the  wound  has  been  closed,  and  the 

I     catgut  being  septic  may  cause  infection  of  the  jieritoneal  cavity. 
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Where  the  pedicle  is  u  hroatl  one  and  a  short  stump  is  left  above 
the  ligature,  it  is  preferable  to  introduce  a  second  one.  including 
that  portion  of  the  pedicle  through  which  the  ovarian  artery  passes, 
80  that  in  case  the  ligature  should  .slip  this  large  vessel  would  still 
be  controlled.  An  illustration  of  this  jirocedure  is  given  under  the 
heading  of  Pelvic  Inflammations.  A  broad,  fleshy  pedicle  should 
preferably  be  tied  in  a  number  of  sections,  the  ligatures  being 
introduced  and  tied  as  seen  in  the  accompanying  figures.     After 


FiQ.  348. 


FiQ.  349. 
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Triple  Interlocking  Ugaturc ;  the  thread*  in- 
serted. 


Triple  InterlonklnR  I.iptlurv:  the    tbr«Mk 
Inlerlocki'd  ready  (or  tying. 


the  removal  of  a  cyst  and  ligation  of  the  pedicle  the  operator  should 
examine  the  condition  of  the  other  ovary,  and  should  it  show  signs 
of  cyst-growth  it  is  also  to  be  removed.     In  some  tumors,  particu- 


Fiu.  350. 


Triple  Interlocking  Ligature  tied. 

larly  the  broad-ligament  cysts  and  parovarian  cysts,  no  pedicle  will 
be  found.  The.se  tumor.s  dip  down  into  the  broad  ligament  along- 
side of  the  uterus.  In  such  cases  it  will  be  necessary  to  peel  out 
the  cyst,  and  ligate  any  vessels  that  may  be  found  to  bleed,  or. 
if  the  bleeding  be  from  a  large  surface  rather  than  from  distende<l 
vessels,  it  may  be  controlled  by  gauze  packing. 

Peritoneal  Toilet. — Where  a  simide  uncomplicated  cyst  has  beei 
removed  the  necessary  toilet  of  the  peritoneum  is  slight.  It  ecu* 
sists  in  sponging  out  the  cavity  or  in  introducing  a  sponge  to  ascer- 
tain that  there  is  no  sign  of  bleeding,  when  the  cavity  may  be  closed. 
Where  adhesions  have  been  extensive,  it  is  important  to  examino 
carefully  to  see  whether  or  not  bleeding  still  continues,  and  if  so,  to 
take  measures  to  control  the  hemorrhage.    If  the  omentum  hit-*  Iwf  q 
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liows  signs  of  bleetliuf;.  it  shouki  be 
turned  up  over  a  towel  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  caiefully  exam- 
ined, and  bleeding  points  liguted  with  catgut.  All  bands  of  adhe- 
sion or  openings  in  the  omentum  should  be  tied  and  cut  away,  as 
they  only  afford  an  opportunity  for  a  knuokle  of  intestine  to  slip 
through  and  thus  endanger  the  patient  from  obstruction  of  the  bowel 
in  the  sub.se(|ueut  convalescence.  Where  there  has  l>een  much  bleed- 
ing and  the  abdominal  cavity  has  been  soiled  with  discharges  from 
nuihilocular  or  papillary  cysts,  it  shouhl  be  thoroughly  irrigated. 
The  preferable  fluid  for  this  pur|K>se  is  a  0.<J  per  cent.  solutiiHi  of 
common  salt,  of  which,  if  necessary,  several  gaUons  may  be  used. 
It  may  be  poured  into  the  abdominal  cavity  from  a  pitcher,  or 
through  a  funnel  with  a  rubber  tube  attached,  having  a  metJillic 
end  long  enough  to  {kuss  into  l>ougla.>i'.s  jjouch ;  the  water  sliould  be 
permitted  to  flow  in  until  it  runs  out  clear.  After  irrigation  the 
su[R'rfluous  fluid  may  be  sponged  out,  or  if  the  dniinage-mbe  is 
used  it  may  be  left.  A  flat  sponge  is  placed  beneath  the  wound, 
over  the  intestines,  in  such  a  way  as  to  cover  them  and  keep  them 
back  while  the  .sutures  are  introduced.  The  sutures,  which  are  pre- 
ferably of  silkworm-gut,  may  be  introduced  in  a  single  row,  carry- 
ing each  one  through  all  the  tissues  including  the  peritoneum,  exer- 
cising care  in  their  introduction  that  the  aponeurosis  shall  be  drawn 
well  forward  over  the  recti  musclt^s  when  they  are  tied.  Preferably 
a  separate  row  should  be  pa.ssed  through  the  aponeurfwis. 

Before  closing  the  wound  we  must  consider  the  subject  of  drain- 
age. When  shall  drainage  be  used?  If  used,  what  shall  be  its 
character?  What  shall  be  the  method  by  which  it  will  W'  accom- 
plished? The  ijuestion  of  drainage  is  one  which  has  been  much 
discussed  of  hite  years,  some  operators  ailvoc4iting  that  every  case 
shouhl  be  drained,  others  none.  Its  true  place  lies  between  these 
extremes.  Every  case  in  which  extensive  adhesions  have  been  sep- 
aratetl  sliould  be  subjected  to  (Irainage.  Those  cases  also  in  wiiich 
there  has  been  soiling  of  the  j»eritoneal  cavity  by  the  contents  of 
dermoid  cysts  or  8Upj>urating  cysts  should  be  given  tliorough  and 
careful  irrigation  and  subsequent  drainage. 

As  to  the  form  of  drainage :  u  glass  tube,  as  illustrated  in  the  con- 
sideration of  Techniijue,  is  genendiy  preferred.  The  perforations  at 
the  bottom  of  the  tube  shouhl  be  perfectly  smooth,  depres.sed  rather 
than  elevated,  and  small,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  intestinal 
walls  by  intra-abdominal  pressure,  rendering  the  removal  of  the 
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tube  difficult  and  paitillul,  ami  iucreasiiig  the  danger  of  lighlitig 
up  inflanunntlon.  Tire  objection  to  the  glass  tube  is  that  it  re- 
quires frequent  emptying,  and  even  witli  the  most  careful  practice 
there  is  danger  of  the  entrance  of  pntljogenic  germs  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  through  it.  Anotlier  method  uf  drainage  is)  by  th« 
gauze  drain,  which  is  also  described  under  Technique.  Ita  advant- 
ages are  thut  there  is  no  posi*ibiIity  of  septic  infection  of  the  abdoiu- 
inal  cavity.  When  the  drain  is  removed,  which  may  be  at  the  end 
of  twenty-four  to  seventy-two  hours,  it  nujy  be  replaced  by  a  steril- 
ized rubber  tube.  The  gauze  drain  is  much  less  likely  than  the 
glaas  one  to  be  followed  by  a  fistulous  tract;  the  tract  occupied  by 
it  usually  heals  almost  as  soon  as  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
wound. 

After  the  wouml  is  closed,  the  abdomen  should  be  carefully 
washed  with  a  1  :  2000  bichloride-of-niercury  solution,  and  a  sjionge 
wet  in  the  solution  squeezed  over  the  wound.  The  wound  is  then 
to  be  dried  with  a  sterilized  towel,  and  protected  l)y  pressure  made 
over  it  while  the  sides  and  back  are  dried,  and  the  patient  ]>1aced 
u]>oii  a  dry  sheet  or  blanket.     The  dressing  may  then  be  applied. 

Dressing. — The  dressing  described  in  the  consideration  of 
Technique  may  be  used,  or  the  following  substituted.  It  is  simple 
in  cliaracter,  consisting  of  first  dusting  the  wound  with  iodoform 
which  has  been  carefully  slerilized.  This  is  best  done  by  placing 
the  powder  in  a  trst-tube,  which  is  immersed  in  boiling  water  for 
half  an  hour,  and  then  put  in  a  carefully  sterilized  box  with  a  |>erfor- 
ated  lid.  The  plan  of  using  the  iodoform  from  pill-boxea  tx)veretl 
with  gauze,  which  iiave  been  stuntling  in  the  wards  of  a  liospitjii, 
is  reJ^rehensible,  as  germs  may  accumulate  in  the  iofloform  and 
thus  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  wound.  The  iodoform  ilecoin- 
poses,  neutralizing  the  ptomaines  or  germ-products,  and  does  uot 
as  a  gerniiciile.  After  dusting  the  wound  it  is  covered  with  seveml 
pieces  of  suhiimated  gauze  lightly  applied;  over  this  is  placed^ 
a  layer  of  salicylated  cotton,  followed  by  a  layer  of  Iwratetl  gauze 
or  a  sterilized  towel,  which  is  held  in  place  by  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster  to  which  ta]»es  have  been  attachetl.  These  .strips  are  listened 
to  either  side  of  the  abilomen,  ami  uot  too  far  back,  as  in  that  ease 
the  ta})es  make  unpleasant  pressure  upon  the  skiu,  but  jusi  so  far 
that  their  anterior  edges  will  come  in  close  proximity  to  the 
dressing.  The  tapes  are  tied  over  the  dressing  and  the  whole  is 
held  in   jilace  by  a  flannel  or  crinoline  bandage.     This  dressing 
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is  oxpected  to  rtniaiii  lor  a  week  or  ten  daj's,  unless  there  are 
indicatioiiii  for  its  early  ri'inoval.  Where  drainage  by  a  ghit-s  tiil.>e 
in  used  a  piece  of  rubber  daui  about  six  or  eiglit  inches  square, 
liaving  a  amuM  opening  made  in  its  centre,  is  stretched  over  the 
flange  of  the  tube.  The  tube  is  eoveivd  with  a  piece  of  sterilized 
gauze  or  absorbent  cotton  which  ha.s  been  wrung  out  of  a  weak 
solution  of  bichioride-of-mercury,  and  the  rubber  dam  jiinned  over 
it,  protecting  the  dressings  from  being  soiled.  The  gauze  drain 
if  used  >-hould  be  surroniuied  by  a  good  thick  hiyer  of  tiry  gauze, 
which  should  he  changed  us  freiiuently  aa  it  becomes  satuiateil. 
The  drier  the  external  dressing  is  kept,  the  more  thoroughly  and 
effectively  will  it  ihain. 

In  ordinary  uncomplicated  eases  the  duration  of  the  operation 
may  not  be  over  twenty  to  thirty  minutPH.  Tlie  shorter  the  time 
recpiircci  by  the  operation  cousi.-?tent  with  careful  attention,  the  bet- 
ter for  the  patient. 

The  method  of  managing  patient*'  after  ovariotomy  will  be  founii 
described  in  the  consideration  of  After-treatnienti 

Accidents  during  the  Operation. — Stripping  off  the  Pariclal 
Ptritonemn. — This  accident  is  not  likely  to  occur  where  care  is 
I  observed.  The  o|H!rator  may  overlook  the  peritoneum,  an<l  sup- 
posing that  it  has  been  opened,  push  it  off  from  the  abdominal 
walls.  More  frequently,  however,  it  is  likely  to  be  opened  without 
being  recognized,  and  the  omentnm  beneath  regarded  as  the  pre- 
peritoneal fat.  As  has  already  been  observed,  this  may  be  avoidetl 
by  noticing  that  the  vessels  in  the  transversalis  fascia  run  trans- 
versely, while  those  in  the  omentum  are  vertical.  When  the 
omentum  is  fastened  down  over  the  tumor,  it  is  better  to  find  its 
point  (if  attachment,  and  tear  it  up,  rather  than  to  o|>en  through 
the  omentum  it.self.  on  account  of  the  probability  of  bleeding.  The 
peritoneum!  may  be  stripped  off  during  manipulation,  as  in  the 
introduction  of  sponges  to  keep  the  surfaces  dry  duritig  the  intro- 
duction of  the  sutures.  If  the  o|iening  is  small,  in  introducing  a 
sponge  the  jieritoneum  may  be  pushed  in  front  of  it,  and  a  con- 
siderable surface  be  stripped  off.  Where  this  lias  o^rurred  it  is 
better  to  cut  away  a  portion  rather  than  to  risk  gangrene. 

Rupture  of  the  Cyd. — In  delivering  the  cyst,  particularly  where 
the  walls  are  fragile,  it  may  be  torn  through,  permitting  the  contents 
to  float  into  the  ubdondnal  ciivily.  This  is  not  an  accident  of 
serious  importance  unless  the  contents  of  the  cyst  are  putrid  in  cha- 
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ractei",  a.s  in  sujipurating  cyste,  or,  agaiu,  in  the  dermoid  varietia, 
where  tlie  oleaginous  material  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  wash  out 
of  the  cavity.  Tearing  of  the  wall  of  the  cyst  during  its  removal 
necessitates  a  thorough  irrigation  of  the  abdominal  cavity  to  neu- 
tralize or  remove  its  contents. 

Fatal  Hemorrhage. — Fatal    hemorrhage   during   operation    wm 
formerly  an  event  of  greater  frequency  than  it  has  been  of  late. 
The  site  of  tlie  hemorrhage  will  have  much  to  do  with  its  character: 
in  large  cysts  with  extensive  adhesions  we  may  have  hemorrhage 
taking  place  from  the  cyst  itself  or  from  vessels  that  may  l>e  toni 
witliin  its  walls,  giving  rise  to  a  serious  condition.     In  such  cases  tlie 
course  of  treatment  should  be  to  rapidly  separate,  lift  out  the  cysi, 
secure  its  pedicle,  and  so  cut  off  the  su])p!y  of  blmid.     In  separa- 
ting adhesions  the  larger  and  more  vascular  should  be  separated 
between  two  ligatures  or  between  a  ligature  and  a  pair  of  hemostats. 
If  the  hemorrhage  is  of  a  serious  character,  the  assistant  may  place 
his  hand  within  the  abdomen  and  compress  the  abdominal  aorlJi. 
maintaining  the   pressure  until   after   the  operation   is  completed. 
Such  a  procedure  prevents  further  supply  of  blood  being  sent  to 
the  tumor,  and  so  arrests  the  hemorrhage.     We  may  find  hemor- 
rliage  take  place  from  a  very  extensive  surface,  particularly  after 
the  removal  of  malignant  disease,  or  extensive  papillary  growths 
behind  the  uterus,  involving  its  entire  posterior  surface  and    the 
pelvic  viscera.     In  a  recent  case  the  diseased  tissues  were  hurriedly 
removed,  and  the  cavity  and  bleeding  surfaces  above  were  com 
pressed  by  a  number  of  antiseptic  towels  packed  into  the  abdom- 
inal cavity.       This  thoroughly  controlled   the  bleeding,   but    Uie 
patient  was  so  enfeebled  prior  to  the  operation,  and  still  further 
exhausted  by  the  bleeding,  that  she  died  shortly  afterward.      Fatal 
syncope  and  death  may  take  place  in  very  large  tumors  from  the 
decreased  abiloniinal  |>ressure.     Vessels  relieved  from  pressure  be- 
come distended  by  the  blocMl,  forming  reservoirs,  until  so   much 
is    withdrawn    from    the    circulation    that   the    resulting   cerebral 
anemia    is   sufficient  to  cause  the  death  of  the  patient.     In  such 
cases  the  patient  may  be  said  to  have  bled  into  her  own  vefwel 
Such  an  occurrence  is   only   likely   to  take   place  in   very    I 
tumors,  and  may  be  obviated  by  emptying  the  cyst  slowly.     When 
syncope  occurs  the  head  sliould  be  lowered,  the  limbs  wrapped  iu 
warm  blankets  or  bandaged,  and  an  assistant  may  compress  the 
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aorta  directlj'  with  tlie  hand  in  tlie  iibdoiniiml  cavity,  while  the 
treatment  of  the  pnlic'le  and  the  toilet  proceeds. 

Visceral  Injurieji. — Injurieis  to  the  visieern,  particularly  the  intes- 
tines, are  likely  to  occur  during  complicated  operations.  It  is  im- 
portant before  opening  the  peritoneum  to  lift  it  up  by  forceps,  and 
make  a  small  incision  into  whicJi  the  finger  can  be  introduced. 
The  importance  of  doing  this  under  the  eye  can  be  appreciated 
when  we  remember  that  a  coil  of  intestine  may  be  situated  between 
the  tumor  or  cyst  and  the  abdominal  parietes,  adherent  to  the  lat- 
ter, when  an  incision  blindly  niade  migiit  result  in  cutting  into  or 
through  the  intestine.  Where  adhesions  are  dense  the  intestine 
may  be  torn  into  or  even  acroas  during  the  progress  of  the  oj)era- 
tion.  Where  such  lesions  occur  the  parts  should  be  carefully 
repaired  at  once,  and  measures  exercised  to  prevent  soiling  of  the 
iwritfineid  c^ivity  with  the  contents  of  the  Ijowel.  The  intestine 
should  Ix*  ciirefully  sutured,  and,  when  torn  through  to  such  a 
degree  a.s  to  render  the  vitality  of  the  parts  uncertain,  its  resec- 
tion and  an  end-to-end  or  hitoral  aujistnmosi.s  should  be  jiractised. 
Where  the  operator  is  provided  with  rubber  rings,  as  devised  by 
Bfddy  and  Ashton,  or  bone  jdates,  the  lateral  anastomosis  will  be 
most  quickly  done.  The  pnjcedure  consists  in  first  closing  up  the 
ends  of  the  gut  by  inverting  them,  suturing  the  peritoneal  surfaces, 
and  then  making  an  incision  near  each  end  upon  surfaces  which 
can  readily  l>e  brought  in  apposition,  fixing  these  incised  surfaces 
in  contact  with  each  other  by  the  rings  or  plates,  which  are  fastened 
together  generally  by  four  ligatures  from  each  plate.  The  peri- 
toneal surfaces  are  then  sutured  with  a  row  of  sutures,  preferably  of 
catgut.  The  end-tivend  nnastomosis  may  be  done  by  simple  sutur- 
ing of  the  surfaces,  beginning  with  sutures  between  the  muscular 
surfaces,  and  then  a  second  row  around  the  peritoneum,  so  that  con- 
siderable peritoneal  surface  is  opposed.  The  most  difiicult  cases 
to  suture  are  those  in  which  the  rectum  has  been  torn  during  the 
operation.  Then,  again,  portions  nf  the  Ixiwel  may  be  .'io  devitalized 
that  they  subsequently  slough,  giving  rise  to  fecal  fistula.  In  tumors 
situated  low  down  in  the  pelvis,  those  that  have  developed  in  the 
broad  ligament,  and  particularly  in  the  papillary  forms  of  ovarian 
growth,  it  is  quite  i!n|)ortunt  to  keep  in  mind  the  j)0»ition  ami  rela- 
tion of  the  ureter,  as  this  organ  may  be  pulletl  up  or  torn  off  in  the 
enucleation  of  such  masses.  It  has  been  referred  to  in  a  case  wldch 
came  under  the  observation  of  the  writer  in  which  the  ureter  passed 
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directly  over  the  iqiper  surface  of  a  large  cyst,  and  came  very 
being  cut  or  toru  in  two  during  the  effort  at  its  enucleation.  Tlio 
bladder  may  be  situated  in  such  a  position  that  it  may  be  injured 
during  the  iibdominal  incision  or  during  the  progress  of  the  opera- 
tion. Thu^,  where  the  bladder  is  drawn  up  by  contact  with  the 
cyst  antl  spread  out  over  its  anterior  surl'ace,  it  may  be  overlooked 
before  its  true  character  is  suspected.  The  entire  fundui)  of  the 
bladder  has  Ijeeu  cut  away  in  the  removal  of  cysts.  It  has  been 
the  nusfortune  of  the  operator  to  o(»en  into  the  bladder  before  he 
reali/AHl  its  true  cliuracter.  The  |>eculiar  interlaced  muscular  struc- 
ture of  its  wall  should  cause  it  to  be  recognized  irame<lialeiT. 
Wherever  the  bladder  is  opened  or  injured  it  should  be  sutur^xi. 
In  the  case  in  whit-h  the  entire  summit  of  the  bladder  w^as  cm 
away  the  walls  were  sutured,  0|>posing  a  good  extent  of  the  outer 
wall,  and  the  ]>atient  recovered.  In  such  injuries  it  is  im{>ortaDl 
also  to  prevent  the  bladder  becoming  unduly  distended  during  the 
convalescence,  especially  for  the  first  few  days.  It  should  be 
em]>tied  frequently,  in  onler  that  the  accumulation  may  not  lead 
to  separation  of  the  weak  union  and  consequent  leakage  of  urine. 

Incomplete  Operations. — We  are  unable  by  our  most  accunit 
rules  of  examination  always  to  arrive  at  a  correct  and  definite  dia- 
gnosis of  either  the  disease  or  the  structures  involve*!. 

Au  incision  of  the  abdomen  may  reveal  that  a  tumor  is  so  situ- 
ated or  so  extensively  adherent  to  surrounding  structures  as  to 
render  its  removal  irajwssible.  Incomplete  operations  were  formerly 
much  more  frequent  than  at  present.  Indeed,  there  are  few  ca.* 
in  which  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  a  tumor  should  be  di*^ 
continued  after  it  luis  once  been  begun.  In  those  ca-ses,  however,  in 
which  an  exploratory  incision  discloses  that  the  disease  is  malignant, 
and  has  already  iuHltrated  tissues  which  cunnot  be  safely  removed, 
or  secondary  nodules  are  fcaind  in  tissues  remote  from  its  origin,  the 
acquisition  of  such  knowle<lge  should  be  considered  a  bar  to  further 
procedure.  If  upon  opening  the  abdomen  it  is  found  that  the  entire 
peritoneal  cavity  is  studded  with  papillary  growths  resulting  from 
infectiini  of  the  peritoueuni  thnnigh  the  rupture  of  a  papillary  cvi 
it  would  be  unwise  to  subject  such  a  patient  to  the  danger  incidec 
upon  the  removal  of  the  original  source  of  the  disease. 

The  cases  in  which  complications  too  grave  to  permit  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  operation  exist  may  be  subjected  to  mere  closure  of  tb^ 
wound  where  the  parts  have  not  been  much  disturbed;   in  otherH  it 
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may  be  necessary  to  drain  :  this  iniiy  he  done  by  a  glass  tube  or  pre- 
fenibly  by  gauze  drain,  wbirli  it?  ellirient  and  free  from  the  dan- 
ger of  injuring  the  structures  of  the  pelvis.  Where  a  cyst  has 
been  opened,  or  in  any  case  in  which  it  has  been  injured,  but  is 
found  contK'cted  with  other  tissues  by  firru  adhesions  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  reu<ler  removal  iuipracticable  or  unwise,  the  cyst  may 
be  opened,  emptied  of  its  contents,  brought  out  and  stitched  fast  to 
the  abdominal  wound.  The  superfluous  portion  should  be  cutaway. 
The  cavity  may  be  packed  with  iodoform  gauze,  which  promotes 
drainage,  and  by  its  presence  in  the  sac  may  lead  to  an  iuHam- 
mation  which  will  cimse  its  obliteration. 

SequelvE. — The  subsequent  progress  of  a  patient  who  has  been 
subjected  to  ovariotomy  will  depend  much  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  operation  has  been  conducted.  In  spite  of  every  pre- 
caution that  may  be  taken,  there  will  be  some  ciiscs  of  delayed  con- 
valescence, due  })0ssibly  to  some  latent  or  pre-existing  pathological 
tendency ;  but  when  an  operation  is  carelessly  performed  and  its 
details  are  imperfectly  carried  out,  the  probability  of  serious  trouble 
can  be  appreciate*!.  The  operator  antl  his  K.«si.sUxnts  should  have  so 
trained  themselves  that  the  slightest  deviation  from  a  proper  course 
cannot  go  unnoticed.  Of  what  avail  is  it  to  spend  much  time  in 
securing  cleanliness  of  person,  room,  and  instruments,  and  then 
drag  the  ligature  with  which  the  pedicle  is  to  be  secured  over 
blankets  or  dirty  tables  before  its  introduction:  to  dust  the  wound 
with  iodoform  from  a  box  that  has  been  standing  open  and  used  in 
all  sorts  of  cases  about  a  ward  ;  to  rub  the  nose,  scratch  the  head, 
or  touch  other  uon-sterilizetl  objects,  and  place  the  hand  in  the 
cavity  without  any  precautionary  cleansing '/  fc?uch  indiscretions  will 
otlen  explain  stitch-abscesses  and  other  septic  processes.  Pus-col- 
lections and  cellular  inflammations  will  occur  in  the  pelvis  about 
and  posterior  to  the  uterus,  flue  possiblv  to  some  infection  of  serous 
collections  in  Douglas's  pouch.  Klevation  of  temperature,  rapid 
pulse,  and  pain  conunued  after  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  should  lead 
to  a  careful  examination  for  its  origin.  A  mass  of  exudation  in  the 
pelvis  should  be  consiilered  an  indic^ation  for  the  administration  of 
salines  in  free  do.ses  until  purgation,  an<l  the  use  of  rectal  and  vag- 
inal euemata  of  hot  water  at  least  twice  dailv.  The  exudation 
should  be  carefully  watched,  and  the  appearance  of  softening,  felt 
either  through  vagina  or  rectum,  Bhoiild  Ik?  considered  as  requiring 
prompt  evacuation.      The  latter  is  accomplished   by  an  opening 
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through  the  vault  of  the  vagina  behind  the  uterus.  The  vagii 
shoulti  have  been  previously  carefully  disinfected,  and  the  pus-cav- 
ity should  be  irrigated  with  hydrogen  peroxide,  followed  by  sterilized 
water,  and  packed  with  iodoform  gauze. 

When  discussing  the  deUiils  of  the  operation  we  endeavored  to 
render  prominent  the  importance  of  having  the  nurse  acquainted 
with  the  number  of  sponges  and  catch-forceps  in  use,  and  making 
sure  all  were  removed  before  the  abdomen  was  closed.  That  the 
importance  of  this  precaution  has  not  been  exaggerated  may  be 
appreciated  when  we  find  it  reeortled  that  a  retained  s|Jonge  was  the 
cause  of  denth  in  one  of  Tait  s  cases ;  that  Spencer  Wells  has 
removed  a  pair  of  forceps  the  following  day  ;  that  Asdale  re-o{ie- 
rated  a  year  later  to  remove  forceps,  and  was  obliged  to  resect  the 
intestines ;  and  many  other  such  cases  have  been  recorded.  But 
recently  a  patient  came  under  observation  in  whom  a  skillful  opera- 
tion was  rendered  less  beneficial  by  the  presence  of  a  gauze  pad 
which  was  removed  some  mouths  later. 

Iniestinal  Complicationg. — After  operations  for  inflammatory 
troubles  intestinal  complications  are  not  infrequent.  It  is  difficult 
to  make  sure  the  intestin&s  are  free  from  twists  when  replaced,  bui 
danger  is  aggravated  when  we  have  bands  of  inflammatory  adhe- 
sions, or  openings  in  the  omentum  or  mesentery,  beneath  or  through 
which  a  knuckle  of  intestine  may  .slip  and  become  strangulated. 
Laceration  of  the  coats  of  the  intestine  will  affect  its  peristaltic 
action,  and  may  lead  to  paralysis  of  a  section,  with  ensuing  symp- 
toms of  obstruction.  A  twist  or  volvulus  may  become  fixed  so  that 
nothing  can  pass  through  it.  If  the  walls  are  already  weakened,  a 
fecal  fistula  may  ensue,  as  has  occurred  in  our  experience  during  the 
past  year.  A  woman,  much  prostrated  by  puerperal  sepsis,  was  sub- 
jected to  abdominal  section,  the  pus  evacuated,  forming  as  it  did  reser- 
voirs in  front  and  behind  the  uterus,  and  the  abdomen  irrigated  and 
draineil.  She  ditl  well  for  a  few  days,  when  a  discharge  of  feces 
occurred,  and  upon  her  death  some  weeks  later  a  volvulus  was 
found.  In  a  case  operated  upon  at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  by 
a  colleague  obstruction  occurred  live  weeks  after  operation.  The 
patient  was  seized  with  stercoraceous  vomiting.  A  resection  was 
performed  and  five  feet  of  intestine  torn  up,  finding  at  its  base  a 
distinct  volvulus,  which  was  untwi.sted.  The  patient  recovered 
after  a  prolonged  convalescence.  The  importance  of  early  re-o()en- 
ing  the  abdomen  in  such  cases  cannot  be  over-estimated,  as  the 
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obstruction  may  be  due  to  strangulation  of  a  knuckle  of  intestine 
beueatii  inflammatory  bauds  or  to  its  enclosure  between  tlie  sutures 
in  the  wound. 

Fecal  Flslulct. — The  proper  method  of  treatment  of  fecal  fistulse 
is  still  a  debatable  question.  If  the  opening  is  small,  it  may  be 
left  to  Nature  with  the  aasurance  that  with  cleanliness  it  will  clase. 
Should  it  be  large  and  all  the  feces  pjiss  throiigli  it,  and  particu- 
larly if  it  be  situated  high  up,  the  better  plan  would  be  to  reopen 
the  abdomen  and  seek  for  the  opening  in  the  bowel,  and  close  it  or 
resect  a  jwrtion  of  the  intestine  as  may  seem  best, 

Adheiions. — It  is  quite  probable  that  no  ease  subjected  to  opera- 
tion is  subsequently  free  from  adhesions,  though  their  frequency  and 
extent  will  depend  somewhat  upon  the  presence  of  sepsis.  The  more 
aseptic  the  operation  and  the  less  the  peritoneum  is  injured,  the 
slighter  and  more  fragile  will  be  the  adhesions. 

They  are  more  likely  to  take  place  between  the  abdominal 
incision  and  the  underlying  viscera,  and  between  the  stumj)  of  the 
pedicle  and  adjoining  coils  of  intestines.  The  former  may  be  ren- 
dered less  annoying  by  drawing  {lown  the  omentum  to  protect  the 
wound,  and  the  stumps  may  be  turned  forward  ami  stitched  to  the 
anterior  fold  of  the  broad  ligament.  Dusting  a  tilni  of  aristol  over 
the  intestines  to  prevent  adhesions  h;»s  been  recommended,  but  the 
procedure  is  of  little  practical  use.  Where  adhesions  have  turmed 
pain  may  be  caused  by  traction  upon  them  during  the  peristaltic 
action  of  the  intestines.  Pain  thus  caused  has  been  so  great  that 
patients  have  submitted  themselves  to  subsequent  operation  for 
relief.  It  is  questionalile  how  much  is  gained  by  such  attempLs, 
as  whenever  adhesions  are  broken  up  new  injuries  are  produced, 
which  increase  the  danger  of  inflammation  and  additional  adhe- 
sions. 

In  all  secondary  operations  the  possibility  of  adhesion  to  the 
cicatrix  shunld  be  kept  in  mind,  and  the  incision  should  be  pro- 
longed upward  to  obviate  the  danger  of  injuring  the  intestine. 

Ventral  Hernia. — A  weakened  ventrum  is  not  an  infrequent  re- 
stdt  of  abdominal  incision,  and  is  probably  its  mast  frequent  .sequel. 
If  neglected,  a  large  portion  of  the  intestine  may  fu-oject,  covere<i 
cmly  by  skin  and  integument.  It  is  causetl  by  defective  union  of 
the  opposed  surfaces  and  by  the  patient  leaving  the  bed  too  early. 
Where  a  single  row  of  sutures  are  used  great  care  should  he  exer- 
ciaed  to  bring  within  the  looj)  of  the  suture  the  entire  thickness  of 
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the  wall,  especially  the  aponeurosis,  and  the  patient  should  remain 
in  bed  seventeen  or  eighteen  days. 

Probably  the  preferable  plan  of  closing  is  to  introduce  a  double 
row  of  sutures  of  catgut  or  silkworm-gut.  The  first  row  may 
include  the  peritoneum,  muscle,  and  aponeurosis;  the  second  is 
through  the  skin,  and  drawn  tight  enough  to  oppose  its  cut 
edges. 

When  hernia  occurs  the  methods  of  overcoming  its  discomfort 
and  progressive  development  are  either  mechanical  or  surgical.  A 
number  of  pads  and  bandages  have  been  used.  The  Marvin  abdom- 
inal supporter  has  in  our  experience  proved  most  serviceable.  The 
surgical  measures  consist  in  cutting  down  and  laying  bare  the  apo- 
neurosis of  the  muscle,  which  is  then  united. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  URETHRA,  BLADDER,  AND  URETERS. 


Diseases  of  the  Urethra. 

Atresia. — Atresia  of  the  female  urethra  occurs  ns  a  congenital 
condition.  It  may  affect  the  whole  length  of  th^  urethra  or  only 
a  short  portion.  Frequently  in  these  ctu«es  there  exists  an  opening 
at  the  umbilicus  through  whicli  the  fetus  in  intrii-iiterine  life  dis- 
cliurged  its  urine.  This  persist.^  through  extra-uterine  life  as  well, 
unle^  an  opening  into  tlie  bladder  below  ia  eubstituted  by  ope- 
ration, 

If  the  urethra  is  separated  from  the  bladder  by  a  septum,  the 
condition  is  best  relieved  after  esirefnlly  establishing  tlie  pof^ition 
of  the  septum  with  the  sound,  by  perforating  it  with  a  small  trocar 
and  esinula,  thus  establishing  the  commnnication,  the  caliber  of 
which  may  subseqnently  be  enlarged.  This  operation  can  l>e 
more  satisfactorily  performed,  and  with  less  dunger,  in  adult  life. 

Frequently  in  a  fetus  having  such  a  defect,  and  no  avenue  for 
fistulous  discharge  jDCT*  wmfitYtcMm,  the  abdomen  becomes  distended 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  require  puncture  or  the  bladder  may  rup- 
ture spontaneously  during  birth. 

In  hypospadias  the  urethral  orifice  lies  at  some  point  within 
the  vagina:  slight  degrees  of  hypospadias  often  pass  unnoticed. 
Where  the  opening  is  higher  up,  the  urethral  orifice  is  not  evi- 
dent on  inspecting  the  external  genit^ilia,  and  the  urine  apjiears  to 
be  dischargeil  from  the  vagina. 

Treatment. — Where  the  up|>er  part  of  the  urethra  is  perfect, 
flaps  may  bt^  loosened  at  the  sides  and  brought  down  to  be  approxi- 
mated in  the  median  line.  The  ajtproxiniation  of  these  unitetl  flaps 
to  the  ureihni  may  either  be  made  at  once  or  subsequently,  at'ter 
the  satisfactory  formation  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  canal  is  assured. 
A  fine  needle  armed  with  fine  silk  should  be  used.  The  canal 
formed  shouhl  always  be  a  little  larger  than  it  is  desired  the  future 
cnnal  should  remain,  slight  contraction  l>eing  allowed  for. 

Dilatation. — This  condition  often  follows  unwise  attempts  to 
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explore  the  bladder  by  raj)id  dilatation  and  the  introduction  of  the 
index  finger.  Permanent  incontinence  of  urine,  beyond  repair,  has 
rp])eatedly  been  the  consequcMice  of  such  injudicious  treatment  for 
a  dysuria  or  lias  followed  efforts  to  explore  the  bladder.  Dilatation 
has  also  often  been  occasioned  by  dragging  a  large  stone  out  of  the 
bladder  through  the  urethra, 

The  incontinence  which  follows  dilatation  is  one  of  the  roost  dis- 
tressing, and  at  the  same  time  mo.st  difficult,  of  all  gynecological 
complaiutsi  to  remedy. 

The  serious  injury  seems  to  be  at  the  internal  urethral  orifice. 
Attempts  to  cure  it  by  a  resection  of  this  part  of  the  urethra  do 
not  succeed  in  re.storing  continence  of  urine. 

8onie  .successful  efibrts  have  been  made  to  relieve  these  sufferers 
by  denuding  an  area  on  each  side  of  the  external  urethral  orifice, 
and  then  passing  sutures  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  tension,  lift- 
ing the  posterior  wall  of  the  urethra  firmly  up  against  the  anterior. 
In  tliis  way  tbe  urine  is  held  back  unfil  the  obstruction  is  overcome 
by  a  voluntary  pressure  from  above. 

GoxoiiRHEAL  Infection  of  the  Urethra. — ^This  condition  is 
more  frequent  than  the  few  recorded  observations  would  lead  one  to 
suppose.  The  gonococcus  enters  the  bladder  by  this  avenue,  and 
urethritis  i.-!,  therefore,  one  of  its  initial  stages. 

The  injected  red  urethral  orifice  is  much  enlarged  by  the  pouting 
mucous  membrane,  whose  appearance  but  indicates  the  condition  of 
the  remain<.ter  of  the  canal.  A  little  pus  may  appear  constantly  in 
the  folds  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  be  brought  into  view  bv 
stroking  the  urethra  on  tbe  vaginal  surface  from  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  down.  Just  within  the  orifice,  or  in  some  ca'^es  everted  so 
as  to  be  conspicuous  externally,  are  two  little  orifices,  one  on  either 
side  and  posteriorly,  leading  to  Skene's  glands,  which  run  up 
parallel  to  the  urethra  for  from  a  half  to  three-quarters  of  an 
inch.  The  gonococci  are  peculiarly  prone  to  linger  in  tliese  ojKjn- 
ings,  and  often,  long  after  all  trace  of  the  disease  is  supjxjsed  to 
have  disappeared,  one  or  more  drojis  of  thick  yellow  pus  can  be 
squeezed  out  of  them. 

The  endoscope,  which  is  easily  used  in  the  female  urethra,  shows 
that  the  whole  canal  is  inHamed,  and  in  some  instances  discloeCK 
the  presence  of  small  ulcers. 

The  TREATMENT  is  rarely  limited  to  the  urethra  alone,  but 
includes  the  eradication  of  a  more  or  less  extensive  gonorrheal 
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iufection,  includiug  that  of  tiie  bladder.  Appropriate  general 
treatment,  cujmiba,  etc.,  should  be  adminis?tere(l.  Local  applica- 
tions may  be  made  of  nitrate  of  silver,  5-10  per  cent.,  or  of 
ichthyol.  It  may  be  necessary  to  lay  Skene's  glands  open  in  some 
old  persistent  cases. 

Abscess. — This  is  a  peculiar  and  a  rare  disease  of  uncertain 
cause.  It  has  been  attributed  to  distension  and  ulceration  of  glands 
in  the  floor  of  the  urethra,  and  to  the  rupture  of  fibres  of  the 
urethra  with  a  sagging  at  this  point,  in  which  the  urine  accumu- 
lates and  decomposes,  occasioning  inflammatory  changes  terminatitig 
in  abscess.  The  condition  is  recognized  by  a  fluctuant  ovoid  mass 
projecting  into  the  vagina  from  tlie  anterior  wall.  Upon  pressure, 
pus  or  urine  mixed  with  pus  is  forced  out  of  the  urethra,  and  the 
sac  being  emptied  remains  flaccid  for  a  time. 

The  TREATMENT  is  simple:  the  sac  is  exposed  by  retracting  the 
posterior  vaginal  wall  with  a  Sims  speculum,  and  after  being  caught 
with  a  double  tenaculum  is  incised  for  its  whole  length ;  enough  is 
then  excised  that  the  urethral  canal  will  be  left  its  normal  size  when 
the  remaining  flaps  are  brouglit  together. 

Caruncle, — This  is  not  a  common  disease.  True  caruncle  is  a 
fleshy  deep-red  protuberance  from  some  portion  of  the  urethral 
orifice,  having  the  appearance  of  a  raspberry  or  a  diminutive  cock's 
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Ounnclc  attached  to  the  Posterior  Up  of  Uie  Vrelhr«l  Orifice.     Caruncle  occluding  the  t'rethrul  iirliiir. 


comb.  Its  chief  clinical  peculiarity  is  its  exquisite  sensitiveness,  the 
cjuise  of  which  has  never  been  adequately  exj>ltiined,  but  has  been 
naturally  sujijiosed  to  be  an  unusually  abundant  superliciul  nerve- 
supply,  or  a  ileiiudation  of  the  surface  epithelium  laying  bare  nerve- 
papilhe.  Every  touch  or  movement  causes  great  pain,  which  becomes 
agonizing  in  the  act  of  micturition.  In  spite  of  this  great  suffer- 
ing, often  reducing  the  patient  extremely,  she  will  sometimes 
allow  years  to  ptii^s  before  seeking  relief. 

Tke.\tment. — The  only  proper  plan  is  to  eradicate  the  growth — 
if  small,  by  the  actual  cautery,  which  may  be  directly  applied  so  as 
to  destroy  it,  when  it  may  Inter  be  allowed  to  slough  ofl*.     Larger 
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growths  are  best  treated  by  excision,  taking  good  care  to  include 
«orue  of  {lie  tissue  below  the  base,  as  after  an  imperfect  removal 
there  is  usually  a  recurrence.  The  bleeding  can  readily  be 
eheeked  by  uniting  tlie  excised  area  with  delicate  silk  sutures. 
Care  must  be  exercised  not  to  include  enough  of  the  uretiiral 
orifice  to  narrow  it  considerably  by  the  excision,  thus  producing 
a  stricture. 

Malignant  Neoplasms. — ^The  urethra  is  in  rare  cases  liable  to 
invasion  by  malignant  diseases,  sarcoma  and  earcinomn.  Sarcoma 
occurs  more  frequently  in  small  children,  and  carcinoma  in  advanced 
life.  Sarcomata  present  a  livid  bluish-red  appearance,  with  a  more 
or  less  smooth,  glistening  surface,  projecting  from  the  urethral 
orifice. 

The  BYMPTOMS  occasioned  are  due  to  the  mechanical  obstruc- 
tion of  the  urethra,  rendering  the  voidance  of  uriue  more  or  le^ 
difiicult. 

The  proper  treatment  is  immediate  extirpation  with  the  kuif 
of  pucli  part  of  the  urethra  as  is  involved  in  the  disease.  Tlie  pro- 
cedure may  prove  a  bloody  one,  but  the  vessels  are  all  exposed  to 
view,  and  can  be  controlled  by  passing  ligatures  around  tliera  with 
a  curved  needle.  The  more  difficult  cases  will  be  those  in  which 
the  extent  of  the  disease  is  not  apparent  at  the  beginning,  an<l  in 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  urethra  is  involved.  The  ultimate 
result  of  the  operation  will  prove  futile  unless  the  extirpation  is 
carried  far  beyond  the  apparent  limits  of  the  disease. 

Carcinoma  affects  the  urethral  orifice  ;  it  then  presents  a  ragged, 
hard,  easily-bleeding,  ]>rominent  surface.  The  disejise  may  be 
extirpated  in  its  earlier  stages  in  the  same  manner  as  sarcoma,  by 
removing  the  affected  end  of  the  uretlira  and  uniting  the  uiuoouA 
menibrane  of  the  canal  to  the  vagina,  establishing  an  urethral  orifice 
higher  up. 

Urethral  Polyp. — This  form  of  tumor  rarely  occurs  in  the 
urethra.  It  is  comi>osed  of  a  delicately  fibril lated  soft,  fibrous  li»- 
8ue,  is  usually  reddish  in  color,  having  over  its  surface  a  net- 
work of  bright-red  vessels.  It  is  usually  attached  by  a  delicate 
pedicle,  and  frequently  hangs  pendulous  from  the  external  urethral 
orifice.  It  is  painless,  and  occasions  at  times  only  slight  discomfort 
by  partially  occluding  the  urethra  and  thus  rendering  micturition 
difficult. 

The  diagnosis  is  usually  easy,  the  only  conditions  for  which  it 
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may  lie  inistaketi  being  caruncle  an<l  jirolupso  t>f  the  urethral 
niueou"^  membrane.  As  a  caruncle  is  attached  to  the  margins 
of  tlie  urethra,  usually  the  lower,  is  sessile  and  exceedingly 
painful,  there  is  little  chance  of  error  in  this  direction,  while  the 
rosette  appearance  of  prolapsus  with  the  ureteral  orifice  in  the  centre 
"Serves  to  dillerentiate  it. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  consists  in  excision  by  means  of 
the  ecraseur  or  removal  by  stnuiguhitiun  with  a  fine  silk  ligature. 
It  has  no  tendency  to  return  after  removal. 

Ukethhockle. — Localized  dilatjition  of  the  urethra  in  its  middle 
third,  forming  a  sac  with  a  more  or  less  constricted  mouth,  constitutes 
urethrocele.  The  upper  wall  of  the  urethra,  as  a  rule,  maintains 
il.s  normal  position,  but  it  may  sag  slightly  or  become  tortuous 
as  the  diverticulum  enlarges. 
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t'rctbnl  DiTcrticulum,  containing  pus  and  rcHldu*!  uiine. 


Etiology. — Numerous  causes  are  assigned  for  this  condition,  the 
most  pluusibk*  being  that  of  traumatism  from  labor  or  accident. 
Btricture  is  also  said  to  l>e  a  cause,  hut  ivs  it  so  rarely  accompanies 
urethrocele,  doubt  is  thrown  upon  this  statement.  Englisch  believes 
that  it  is  due  to  the  breaking  of  a  congenital  cyst  of  the  urethral 
wall  into  the  urethra.  As  this  diverticulum  is  most  frequently 
found  in  women  who  have  borne  children,  the  tnnnnatism  of  labor 
must  be  accepted  as  the  predominating  cause  in  the  production  of 
urethrocele. 

Symptoms. — The  collection  and  stagnation  of  urine  in  the  iliver- 
ticnium  gives  rise  to  great  dj.stomfort.  The  patient  usually  com- 
plains of  a  constant  desire  to  urinate,  which  act  is  accompanied  by 
sharp  cutting  pains.  If  the  urethrocele  is  of  much  size,  the  urine 
which  collects  there  is  expelled  when  the  patient  coughs,  laughs, 
or  sneezes,  or  when  she  walks.     This  causes  excoriation  of  the  sur- 
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rounding  parts,  and  is  productive  of  much  mental  suffering.  The 
residual  urine  becomes  aniniotiiacal,  and  occasions  an  urethritis 
which  may  extend  up  into  the  bladder  and  produce  an  obstinate 
cystitis. 

Diagnosis. — If  the  dilatation  is  marked,  it  may  be  discovered 
by  digital  examination  through  the  anterior  vaginal  wall.  'Hie 
extent  and  location  of  the  dilatation  are  best  determined  by  meiuis 
of  the  sound.  By  curving  the  sound  and  passing  it,  with  the  point 
upwiird,  against  the  roof  of  the  urethra,  it  glides  without  difficulty 
into  the  bladder ;  but  if  the  point  be  turned  downward,  it  is  at  once 
arrested  in  the  sac.  Also  by  passing  a  catheter  a  small  quantity  of 
urine  is  obtained,  first  froui  the  urethrocele,  and  then,  when  the 
instrument  is  introduced  further  and  t-nters  the  bladder,  there  is 
a  second  flow  of  urine. 

Treatment, — The  best  pUin  of  treatment  is  that  of  Bozenian, 
who  makes  an  opening  in  the  anterior  vaginal  wall  in  the  most 
dejK^ndont  part  of  the  sac.  By  this^i  means  free  drainage  is  secured, 
and  the  inHamed  tissue  is  permitted  to  resume  its  normal  condition, 
when  a  plastic  operation  can  be  performed  for  the  restoration  of  the 
urethra  to  its  normal  caliber. 

SxiurTOiiE. — Organic  stricture  of  the  urethra  is  of  rare  occur- 
i-ence,  as  the  normal  caliber  of  this  canal  is  such  that  even  if  there 
be  a  slight  narrowing  in  its  course,  the  symptoms  are  so  insig- 
nificant as  to  give  rise  to  no  discomfort.  It  is  only  in  those  csutCH 
where  there  is  marke<l  ciciitricial  contraction  that  this  condition  calU 
for  treatmenl.  Strictures  of  large  caliber,  as  described  by  Skene, j 
havt"  a  problematic  existence. 

Traumatism,  espet'ially  from  labor,  gonorrheal  urethritis,  syphilis.] 
and  very  rarely  tuberculosis,  may  cause  stricture.    The  applications 
of  nitric  iicid,  corrosive  sublimate,  and  other  caustics  are  also  rei>orte<lj 
as  causal  agents. 

In  vesico-vaginal  tistula  of  long  standing  there  is  often  functional 
atrophy  of  the  muscular  coats  of  the  urethm  from  disuse,  resulting! 
in  a  gen  end  narrowing  of  its  cjiliber. 

Symptoms. — Frequent  and  difficult  micturition,  gradually  increaA-^ 
ing,  is    the   chief  symptom  of  stricture.      In    rare  cases  there  ia' 
incontinence,  while  in  others  there  may  be  infrequent  micturition, 
at  times  a[>proaching  retention.     In  cases  of  long  standing  dtlttta- 
tion  of  the  bladilei'  or  cystitis  may  result.     According  to  Skene,  tli 
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symptoms  of  stricture  ut  tho  vesical  end  of  the  uretlira  are  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  leaiion. 

Diagnosis. — As  the  symptoms  are  not  sufficiently  suggestive,  the 
urethra  should  always  be  examined,  A  vaginal  examination  usually 
shows  thickening  at  eome  ])art  on  the  anterior  wall  corresponding  to 
the  course  of  the  urethra.  If  a  sound  be  intruduced,  it  wilt  meet  with 
resistance  at  thia  point,  and  it  may  not  be  j>ossibIe  to  pass  it  farther. 
The  diagnosis  is  not  difficult,  and  is  made  by  means  of  the  sound 
and  by  vaginal  examination. 

PROGNasis. — In  all  cases  of  short  duration  the  prognosis  is 
favorable.  Only  where  cystitis  or  dilatation  of  the  bladder  coex- 
ists should  the  prognosis  be  guarded. 

Treatment. — Gradual  dilatation  should  be  practised  by  means 
of  Hegar's  dilators,  starting  with  one  of  the  smiill  .sizes  and  grad- 
ually leading  up  to  a  No.  l.'j.  Care  should  be  used  not  to  rupture 
the  urethra  by  too  rapid  dilatations,  aa  incontinence  may  result 
from  such  an  accident.  Very  rarely  when  the  cicaitricial  tissue  is 
dense  and  unyielding,  division  of  the  stricture  according  to  Ottis's 
method  iu  stricture  in  the  male  may  be  required. 

Prolapse. — Prolap><e  or  ectroftion  of  the  urethral  mucous  mem- 
brane is  not  infrequently  found  iu  female  children,  but  is  of  rare 
occurrence  in  women.  Vesical  csilculus,  urethritis,  rectal  irritation 
as  from  fi.>^.sure,  hemorrhoi<ls,  or  prolapsus,  and  iti  children  irritation 
from  intestinal  parasites,  especially  ascarides,  are  Irequently  asso- 
ciated with,  and  usually  res|Kinsible  for,  prola|)se  of  the  urethra. 

Symptoms. — Frequent  and  painful  micturition  and  tenderness 
about  the  urethral  triangle  are  tlie  chief  symjitoms.  It  is  also  fre- 
quently attended  with  painful  coitus,  and  may  interfere  with 
walking. 

Diagnosis. — As  the  symptoms  are  not  diagnostic,  a  visual  exam- 
ination is  necessary.  The  prolapse<l  |»ortion  of  the  urethral  mucous 
membrane  encircles  the  nnaith  of  the  urethra,  and  may  present  the 
appearance  of  a  rosette.  The  urethral  opening  in  the  centre  is  cha- 
racteristic, and  differentiates  this  condition  from  caruncle  or  other 
tumors.  The  urethral  fold,  if  cedeniatous  or  swollen,  may  not  be 
replaced,  but,  us  a  rule,  when  the  jiatient  is  placed  in  the  lithotomy 
position  and  slight  munipiilatiitn  is  made,  the  mucous  menibrnne  ut 
once  disappears  within  the  urethra.  If  the  prolapsus  is  of  long 
stunding,  the  mucous  membrane  may  present  a  glazed,  dry,  or 
excx)riate<i  surface. 
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Treatment. — In  recent  cjises,  especially  in  children,  after  the 
prnhipsed  membrane  is  replaced  the  patient  should  remain  in  betl 
in  tlic  recumbent  position  for  a  few  days.  In  the  mean  time 
afitrin^ent  urethral  suppositories  composed  of  tannin,  or  topical 
ap|)lications  of  dilute  carbolic  acid  or  iodine,  may  assist  in  retaining 
the  mucous  membrane  in  situ  by  taking  up  the  lax  tissue. 

The  bladder  should  be  carefully  explored  fot  stoue,  turaorB,  or 
polyps.  The  bowels  should  be  kept  loose,  as  straining  at  stool 
always  increases  the  prohipsus.  If  the  condition  is  jMii-sistent  and 
does  not  vield  to  loe^l  treatment,  the  redundant  mucous  menibranc 
siiould  be  excised,  and  the  external  or  vaginal  and  the  urethral 
mucous  membrane  brought  t<jgether  by  radiating  sutures  of  line 
silk.  The  galvano-  or  Paqueliu's  cautery  may  be  used  for  the 
same  purpose. 

If  tliern  is  great  redundancy  of  the  mucous  membrane,  Emmet's 
buttonhole  o|>erution  may  be  resorted  to.  By  this  method  a  hole  is 
made  in  the  urethro-vaginal  septum,  and  the  urethral  mucous  mem- 
brane is  drawn  through  until  the  prolapsed  portion  is  returned  into 
the  urethra,  when  it  Is  stitched  in  the  angles  of  the  wound  and 
snip[»eil  off.  The  fistula  may  be  closed  at  the  same  sitting,  or  latCT 
if  drainage  is  desirable. 

Diseases  of  the  Bladder. 

Congenital  Malformations  of  the  Bladder. — The  bluddi 
is  subject  to  a  great  number  of  deformities  due  to  embryological 
deviations,  but,  fortunately,  they  are  of  rare  occurrence. 

In  some  cases  the  bhulder  is  bipartite,  with  two  cavities  partially 
or  completely  separated  by  a  septum.  These  cavities  may  lie  sid« 
by  side  or  one  above  the  other,  the  ureters  opening  into  one  or  both. 
Blasius  has  reported  a  case  in  which  the  bladder  was  divided  into 
five  cnm|)artment.s. 

Two  or  more  bladders  are  saiil  to  coexist  in  some  instances,  but 
in  the  larger  number  of  rejmrted  csises  the  condition  is  probably  due 
to  extreme  sacculation  as  the  result  of  disease  or  from  displacement 
caused  by  the  preasure  of  neighboring  organs.  Thus  in  prolapsus 
uteri  a  diverliculum  may  be  found  in  the  bladder  which  on  super- 
ficial examination  might  suggest  two  bladders.  Deraandie  suggests 
that  the  so-called  supernumerary  bladder  may  be  the  pouch  of  a 
dilated  urachus,  and  reports  a  case  in  support  of  this  statement.  It 
is  possible  for  a  congenital  cyst  in  close  proximity  to  the  bladder  to 
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simulate  a  supernumerary  liladder,  €'ases  are  reported  in  which  the 
bludtier  was  abseut  and  the  ureter  emptied  into  the  rectum,  vagina, 
or  urethru.  Merckel,  Fleury,  Oliver,  and  Blasius  each  have  rejwrted 
[Caees  in  which  the  ureters  emptied  into  tlie  urethra. 

A  patulous  urachns  may  exist  as  a  canal  of  small  caliber  leading 
from  the  bladder  to  tiie  umbilicus,  or  it  may  be  distended  in  one  or 
more  places  as  a  cyst.  Urine  may  be  discharged  from  the  umbili- 
cus through  the  uraclius.  In  one  case  which  has  been  recorded  the 
umbilicus  communicated  with  the  bladder.  An  arrest  in  develop- 
ment may  leave  the  bladder  as  a  small  pear-shaped  organ,  or  there 
may  be  a  congenital  dilatation  either  uniform  or  localized. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  from  these  few  cases  that  the  Idndder  is 
subject  to  various  anomalies.  The  complicated  embryological  de- 
velopment of  the  genito-uriuary  organs  renders  them  liable  to  many 
deformities. 

By  far  the  most  frequent  of  the  congenital  defects  of  this  viscus  is 

Extroversion  or  Extrophy  of  the  Bladder. 

Til  is  anomaly  is  far  more  frequent  in  the  male  than  in*  the  female 
eex.  It  consists  in  the  abtrience  of  the  anterior  walls  of  the  bladder, 
of  the  corresponding  part  of  the  anterior  abdominal  wall,  and  often  of 
the  symphysis  pubis.  The  clitoris  is  slit  into  two  portions,  the  ante- 
rior commissure  of  the  vulva  is  absent,  and  the  bladder  0[)en8  directly 
into  the  vagina.  The  vagina  may  be  normal  or  apj^ear  as  an  elun- 
Igated  transverse  fissure.  As  the  uterus  and  its  a{>|>endage8  are 
usually  normal,  extrophy  of  the  bladder  is  not  incompatible  with 
chiklbcaring.  The  vaginal  orifice  may  even  be  occluded  with  a 
hymen.  This  deformity  is  not  detrimental  to  long  life.  The  de- 
ficiency in  the  abdominal  parietes  may  be  slight  or  extensive, 
depending  upon  the  distance  above  the  symphysis  at  which  the 
diastasis  occurs,  and  also  u{K>n  the  degree  of  yieparation  between  the 
pubic  bones.  The  separation  in  the  abdominal  muscles  may  occur 
above  the  usual  site  of  the  umbilicus,  which  is  absent  in  such  ca-ses, 
or  it  may  take  place  lower  down,  the  fibres  of  these  muscles  run- 
ning out  to  their  point  of  insertion,  lesiving  a  triangular  opening  in 
the  abdominal  wall.  The  space  between  the  pubic  bones  may  be 
slight  or  extensive, and  is  either  lilled  in  with  fil>rous  tissue  or  exists 
as  an  unobstructed  opening.  The  bladder  is  pushed  forward  by  the 
viscera  crowding  down  upon  its  posterior  wall,  antl  pouta  out  as  a 
spongy,  red-looking  surface.     The  continual  irritation  of  the  cloth- 
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ing  and  exjiostire  to  tlie  air,  causing  a  deposit  of  urinary  salts,  keep 
the  mucous  membrane  constantly  inflamed.  The  slightest  trauma- 
tism causes  bleeding.  The  orifices  of  the  ureter  can  usually  be 
seen,  and  are  often  dilated.  The  urine  is  always  escaping,  and 
if  great  cleanliness  is  not  observed  the  surrounding  parts  become 
inflamed  and  excoriated.  Even  with  the  greatest  care  such  a  con- 
dition may  arise. 

Treatment. — The  treatment  of  this  anomaly  is  a  subject  of  no 
little  importance,  from  the  great  distress  occasioned  by  the  constant 
dribbling  of  the  urine  and  the  excoriation  of  the  parts.  In  all  cases 
the  treatment,  whether  operative  or  mechanical,  is  only  palliative,  as 
the  function  of  the  bladder  cannot  be  completely  restored.  Various 
mechanical  devices  have  been  employed  for  conducting  the  urine 
away  from  the  bladder,  but  tliey  are  usually  unsatisfactory.  The 
repair  of  the  defect  by  a  j^lastic  operation  should  always  be  at» 
tempted.  On  account  of  the  impossibility  of  keeping  the  field 
aseptic  failure  is  frequent,  and  many  operations  may  be  required 
to  accomplish  the  result  desired. 

A  number  of  ingenious  operations  have  been  devised  for  extro- 
phy of  the  bladtler,  but  those  employing  a  central  flap  made  from 
above  with  lateral  flaps  appear  to  us  to  be  the  most  advisable. 
Thiersch's  operation  embraces  these  principles,  and  is  frequently 
successful.  TJie  deformity  in  the  urethra  should  be  first  corrected 
before  the  vesical  defect  is  repaired. 

The  method  as  devised  by  Thiersch  consists,  first,  in  the  lifting 
up  of  a  flap  from  the  centre  of  the  abdomen  above  the  oj)ening. 
This  flap  should  be  of  sufficient  size  to  close  in  the  bladder,  and 
must  liave  a  pedicle.  The  edges  of  the  abdominal  opening  are 
freshened,  and  the  Hap  is  brought  down  in  such  u  way  as  to  throw 
the  skin-surface  agiiinst  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder. 
The  margins  of  the  flap  are  thus  gtitcluMi  to  (he  denuded  edges  of 
the  abdominal  opening.  Bridge-like  flaj)s  are  dissected  up  from  the 
inguinal  regions  on  either  side  of  the  opening,  leaving  both  ends 
attached.  Iodoform  gauze  is  packed  beneath  these  tta|»8  until  gran- 
ulations spring  up  and  the  nutrition  of  the  parts  i.s  well  establishitl, 
when  the  upper  ends  may  be  cut  and  the  flaj)S  pushed  over  upon  the 
granulating  surface  of  the  central  flap  and  secure*!  in  place  by 
suture.  In  this  way  the  first  flap  is  reinforced  and  the  laterall 
eilges  of  the  denuded  opening  are  protected.  In  all  cases  (here  willj 
be  incontinence  of  urine,  as  the  sphincter  muscles  are  absent,  and 
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far  no  method  of  treiitraent  has  been  advanced  to  replace  their  func- 
tion. For  this  reiisoti  some  form  of  ainbiilutory  urinal  is  required. 
The  ^reat  advantiige  of  tliis  operation  is  that  the  constant  drib- 
bliugf  of  urine  over  the  thighs,  genitals,  and  buttocks  is  obviated. 
Thiersch,  in  order  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  using  a  urinal 
in  women,  lias  established  au  artificial  channel  from  the  bladder  to 
the  rectum.  This,  however,  is  not  advisable,  jls  the  rectum  is  not 
tolerant  to  urine,  and  if  it  lose  its  function  the  condition  of  the 
patient  is  more  deplorable  than  in  the  beginning.  Billroth  advises 
making  a  small  fistuhi  through  the  central  flap,  as  the  recti  muscles 
often  close  the  0[iening  sufficiently  to  retain  urine. 

If  the  skin  extends  slowly  toward  the  centre  of  the  flaps,  trans- 
plantiition  should  be  employed  to  luisteu  this  jirocess.  Trendelenberg 
divides  the  symphysis  pubis;  if  united,  and  causes  the  ends  to  over- 
lap by  means  of  a  plaster  cast.  In  this  way  the  sefnirated  parietes 
are  brought  into  apposition  by  causing  a  contracted  pelvis.  He 
then  frashens  the  edges  and  brings  them  together  with  strong 
sutures.  Czerny  closes  the  opening  by  detaching  the  vesical 
mucous  membrane,  leaving  a  small  area  as  an  avenue  for  nutri- 
tion, an<l  unites  the  edges  in  the  central  line,  thus  restoring  the 
mucous  lining  of  the  bladder;  he  then  reinforces  this  mucous 
layer  by  means  of  lateral  bridge-fllaps. 

Preceding  operations  for  tlie  restoration  of  extroversion  of  the 
bladder,  the  surrounding  parts  nmst  be  restored  to  a  healthy  con- 
dition by  the  liberal  use  of  zinc-oxide  ointment.  The  urine  should 
be  kept  bland  by  the  use  of  proper  drugs  if  the  alkalinity  is  so 
marked  sus  to  protluce  irritation.  The  general  nutrition  of  the 
patient  should  be  carefully  looked  into  and  no  operative  measure 
instituted  before  she  is  in  good  health.  If  the  operation  be  suc- 
^cessful,  some  form  of  ambulatory  urinal  may  be  prescribed,  and  the 
patient  is  able  to  live  much  more  comfortably,  as  the  excoriation 
and  inflammation  of  surrounding  parts,  the  disgusting  odor,  and 
constant  dribbling  of  urine,  are  obviatetl. 

Irkitable  Bladpek. — Under  this  heading  are  grouped  those 
etiologicid  factors,  either  intrinsic  or  extrinsic  to  the  bladder,  which 
are  not  sufficient  to  induce  organic  disease  of  this  organ,  but  which 
keep  it  in  a  constant  st^te  of  irritability. 

The  BYMPTOM8  at  times  are  such  as  to  lead  to  a  diagnosis  of 
cystitis.  A  careful  examination,  however,  shows  the  bladder  to  be 
apparently  normal,  and  we  are  forced  to  ascribe  the  symptoms  to 
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sinifilt!  irritation  of  the  perijjlienil  nerves,  either  from  direct  ol 
reHex  causes. 

Probably  the  most  painful  form  of  irritable  bladder  is  that  fol- 
lowing plastic  or  abdominal  operations,  especially  the  lutter.  lu 
many  abdominal-section  cases  the  .syniptonis  of  irritation  so  closely 
siimihite  those  of  cystitis  aa  to  lead  to  tlie  latter  diagnosis. 

In  all  gynecological  cases  a  atreful  chemiciil  and  microscopic 
examination  of  the  urine  should  be  made  before  operation,  as  w« 
tben  have  a  control  test  by  which  future  examinations  may  be  com- 
pared. Following  ccjeliotomy,  the  urine  is  generally  of  high  8f)ecitic 
gravity,  has  a  heavy  sediment,  consisting  usually  of  amorphous  urates 
and  phos])hatic  crystals,  and  is  capable  of  producing  great  vesical 
irritability,  if  not  a  light  grade  of  cystitis. 

Patients  frequently  complain  of  vesical  disorders,  especially  pain-^ 
ful  micturition,  for  two  to  five  days  following  operation,  and  it  wiU^ 
be  noted  that  as  the  urine  decreases  in  specific  gravity,  and  as  th< 
heavy  sediment  disappears,  the  symptoms  of  irritation  have  als 
gradually  decreased,  and   by  the  time  the  urine  has  reached   the' 
normal   these   have  entirely  disappeared.      Under   these   circum* 
stances  the  term  *'  irritable  bladder  "  is  the  most  expressive,  as  the] 
symptoms  of  cystitis  are  not  so  fleeting  in   character.     In   thcsej 
cases  the  frequent   and   painful  micturition    must   be  ascribed  to 
direct  chemical  irritation   from  the  heavily-charged  urine. 

The  quantity  of  urine  is  frequently  so  much  decreasetl  follow- 
ing operations  as  to  suggest  suppression  from  nephritis  or  obstruo-j 
tion  of  one  or  both  ureters;  but  it  will  be  found,  if  the  urine  be] 
measuretl  from  day  to  day,  that  the  quantity  increases  in  an  ascend- 
ing ratio  until  about  the  tenth  day,  when  it  again  reaches  the 
normal.  It  will  thus  Ije  seen  that  for  at  least  five  days  there  ia 
ample  cause  for  irritability  of  the  bladder  from  the  concentrated 
urine. 

Again,  the  highly  alkaline  urine   of  pyonephrosis   and  other! 
kidney  affections,  along  with  acrid  pus,  which  is  often  fouud  iuj 
these  cases,  may  cause  great  irritation,  which  soon  runs  into  cystitis 
if  the  cause  is  not  removed. 

Another  factor  in  the  production  of  this  condition  in  a  certaia 
number  of  operation  cases  is  |)robably  that  of  reflex  syro|>athetic 
irritation.     In    pelvic   inflammatory  disease  in  which   the  uterinei 
appendages  are  densely  adherent,  and  require  considerable  force 
enucleate  them,  or  where  a  tumor  is  extensively  adherent,  there' 
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must  be  more  or  less  irritability  ol"  the  bladder  from  mere  con- 


tiguity, 


During  pregnancy  there  is  frequently  a  functional  irritability, 
€Sj)ecially  in  hyperesthetic  individuals,  from  pressure  of  the  gravid 
womb.  This  may  occur  ia  any  moiitli  of  pregnancy,  and  is  fre- 
quently 


.'  verv  animvins:. 


The  same  condition  niav  arise  durinsr  the 


growth  of  a  myoinu  or  other  large  tumor. 

Dislocations  of  the  bladder  give  rise  to  irritability,  as,  for  instance, 
in  cystocele  accompanying  prolapsu;*  uteri ;  here  it  is  due  frequently 
to  the  deposition  of  urinary  salts  in  the  diverticuhim.  and  often  runs 
into  chronic  cystitis. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  bladder  to  be  adherent  to  pelvic 
tumors,  which,  as  they  increase  in  size,  drag  the  organ  upward 
an<l  increase  the  tension  on  the  vesical  neck,  thus  causing  frequent 
and  painful  micturition. 

Hysteria  also  has  as  one  of  its  innumerable  symptoms  irritability 
of  the  bladder,  which  may  be  so  marked  as  to  lead  to  urinary  iu- 
)ntinence  or  spasmodic  retention. 

Urethral  caruncle,  carciiioina  of  adjacent  organs,  prolapsus  of  the 
rectum,  fissure  in  ano,  rectal  ulcer,  and  hemorrhoids  may  give  rise 
reflexly  to  irritability  of  the  bladder.  Excessive  venery  is  also  said 
to  be  a  cause.  Various  emotional  disturbances,  such  as  grief,  joy, 
and  pain,  may  also  act  as  etiological  lactors  in  this  condition. 

Frequently  in  di.sease  of  the  ureters  the  symptoms  of  irritable 
bladder  are  so  marked  as  to  mask  the  true  condition. 

Of  all  inflammatory  disea.ses  of  the  uterus  and  its  appendages 
one  of  the  most  annoying  symptoms  is  painful  micturition.  In 
these  cai?es  during  life  the  cystoscope  reveals  no  change  in  the  ves- 
ical mucous  membrane,  and  if  such  a  case  comes  to  autopsy  a 
carefiil  patitological  examination  shows  the  vesical  mucous  mem- 
brane to  be  normal.  The  most  rational  explanation  of  these 
phenomena  in  such  cases  is  that  of  reflex  irritability  from  con- 
tiguity of  the  organs. 

Symptoms, — Tlie  symptoms  frequently  so  closely  simulate  those 
of  cystitis  as  to  lead  to  that  diagnosis  if  a  urinary  examination  is  not 
made.  There  may  be  frequent  and  painful  mi<'turition,  at  times  even 
strangury;  dull,  heavy  pains  over  the  pubes,  radiating  upw^ard  into 
the  loins  and  downward  into  the  thighs  and  external  genitalia.  In 
other  cases  there  may  be  a  spasmodic  condition  of  the  sphincter 
vesicee,  causing  complete  retention.     Incontinence  may  be  present 
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in  some  cases.  lu  post-operative  irritability  of  the  bladder  the 
urine  is  very  cburacteristic.  In  irritability  due  to  pregnancy,  press- 
ure from  tumors,  reflex  causes,  etc.  the  urine  Is  very  diflFerent  from 
the  above. 

Diagnosis. — Upon  the  urinary  examination  depends  the  dia- 
gnosis. In  simple  irritability  following  operation  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  urine  is  rarely  less  than  1020,  and  may  be  as  high 
as  1040;  the  acidity  is  usually  marked ;  the  color  is  high,  and  on 
standing  the  urine  deposits  a  heavy  reddish  or  reddish-yellow  sedi*j 
ment,  which  usually  disappears  on  boiling.  The  chemical  exam- 
ination shows  no  albumen  or  at  most  only  a  slight  trace.  The  mi- 
croscopic examination  reveals  a  field  heavily  laden  with  amorphous 
urates  or  phosjjhatic  crystals. 

Upon  the  absence  of  pus  and  bladder  ej>ithelinm   depends  the' 
diagnosis  of  irritability.     In  the  clear  limpid  urine  of  low  specific 
gravity  the  microscopic  examination  is  usually  negative. 

In  the  early  stage  of  cystitis,  when  there  is  only  congestion  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  before  the  leucocytes  have  wandered  from' 
the  vessels,  no  pus  will  be  observed  on  microscopic  examination,  and 
at  this  stoge  a  differential  diagnosis  between  irritability  and  iuHam- 
raation  of  the  bladder  is  not  possible.     For  this  reason  when  ther 
are  symptoms  of  irritability  the  urine  should  be  examined  at  least] 
every  twenty-four  hours  until  pus  is  found  or  excluded. 

Treatment. — As  the  treatment  must  be  largely  directed  toward 
the  cause,  each  case  will  be  a  law  unto  itself,  and  may  require  sjiecial 
treatment. 

In  operative  cases,  if  the  symptoms  are  severe,  the  bladder  should 
be  frequently  catheterized  to  prevent  the  accutn illation  of  heavily- 
charged  urine.  In  exceptional  eases  irrigation  may  be  resorted  lo 
especially  if  there  is  fear  of  cystitis.  As  soon  as  the  patient  recov-j 
ers  from  the  nausea  following  the  anesthesia  a  mild  diuretic,  such 
as  liquor  potassii  citratis  or  spt.  tetheris  nitrosi,  may  be  adminis- 
tered. The  following  combination  of  these  drugs  is  ofleD  ofJ 
service : 

^.  Spt.  {Ether,  nitrosi,  f^j ; 

Liq.  potas,  citratis,  q.  s.  f^iv. — M. 

8ig.  Dessertspoonful  every  four  hours. 

This  increa-ses  the  .urinary  excretion  and  renders  the  urine  more 
bland. 
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Wlien  the  gravid  uterus  is  responsible  for  the  irritability,  little 
can  he  done  unless  this  organ  is  in  malposition,  when  it  can  be 
replaced. 

In  hysterical  irritability  there  is  frequently  retention  of  urine 
instead  of  too  frequent  micturition.  la  the,se  cases  all  n>easures 
should  be  resorted  to  before  that  of  catheterization,  as  the  so-called 
"catheter  habit  "  may  he  easily  established  in  neurotic  women. 

When  the  irritability  is  due  to  reflex  causes,  no  treatment  is  of 
value  except  that  directed  toward  the  removal  of  the  cause;  thus  in 
urethral  caruncle,  tissure  in  ano,  etc.  treatment  directed  to  the  vesical 
symptoms  would  be  valueless. 

In  nervous  women  the  bromide  salts  may  he  given  in  small  doses, 
and  often  act  well  in  allaying  the  irritability.  When  there  is 
exposure  of  the  vesical  sphincter,  accompanied  with  great  pain  and 
retention,  it  may  he  necessary  to  resort  to  opiates  or  chloral.  A 
rectal  enema  of  Htarcli-water  with  ten  drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium 
often  gives  iraniediate  relief.  In  some  cases  rectal  injections  of  liot 
water  serve  as  well  in  overcoming  this  spstsmodic  condition.  Hot 
applications  over  the  vesical  area  often  are  of  value.  Belladonna 
suppositories  are  also  recouimendod,  and  seem  to  do  good  in  tliose 
cases  of  irritability  due  to  reflex  causes.  Diluent  fluids  and  pure 
water  should  be  liberally  injected. 

Cystitis. — Inflammation  of  the  bladder  occurs  either  as  an  acute 
or  a  chronic  process. 

Etiol<5GY. — The  most  frequent  cause  of  cystitis  is  the  introduc- 
tion of  septic  matter  into  the  bladder  by  means  of  catheters, 
bougies,  or  other  instruments.  The  gonococcus  may  also  be  the 
iiit'ecting  agent,  gaining  access  through  the  urethra  from  the 
iuHamed  vagina. 

From  motives  of  delicacy  women  often  fail  to  empty  the  bladder 
when  travelling  or  in  public  places,  and  as  a  result  a  severe  cystitis 
is  induced  by  over-distension.  Other  frerpient  causes  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  bladder  are  pathological  changes  in  the  urine  from 
fermentation  or  excessive  excretion  of  urinary  salts,  Skene  believes 
that  no  ahnornudity  of  the  urine  will  excite  acute  inflammation  in 
the  healthy  bladtlt-r,  luit  believes  that  a  previously  diseased  mucous 
mendjrane  must  exist  before  abnormal  urine  cau  give  rise  to  cystitis. 

A  number  of  otiier  writers,  however,  hold  that  decomposing 
urine  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  excite  the  inflammatory  process. 
Traumatism  from  labor  or  other  sources,  as  kicks  or  blows,  may 
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induce  a  violent  cystitis,  especially  if"  the  ijhuliler  be  distended  with 
urine. 

In  labor,  during  the  passage  of  the  child's  head,  the  urethra  may 
be  bruised  against  the  symphysis  pubis,  and  later  tlie  mucous  mem- 
brane swells,  occluding  the  urethral  canal,  and  thus  causes  reten- 
tion of  urine.     In  .sucii  eases  the  lihulder  may  be  greatly  distended,] 
but  the  constant  dribbling  of  urine  causes  the  nurse  or  doctor 
regard  it  as  only  a  temporary  incontinence,  and  as  a  result  a  sever 
cystitis  arises  before  the  cause  is  discovered.    Foreign  bodies,  tumors,] 
and  calculi  are  all  provocative  of  cystitis. 

Inflammation  of  the  bladder  is  also  occasionally  tl»e  result  of  a] 
direct  extension  from  some  neighboring  organs,  as  in  salpingitis,] 
vaginitis,  pelvic  abscess,  carcinoma  of  the  vagina,  uterus,  or  rectum, j 
pyonephrosis,  ureteritis,  peritonitis,  etc. 

Chemical  irritation  from  the  ingestion  or  local  application  of 
cantharides  or  turpentine  or  the  use  of  ethereal  oils  is  also  a  rare 
cause  of  this  disease.  Injections  of  strong  solutions  of  silver  nitratej 
and  other  drugs  may  cause  a  severe  inflammation. 

Pathology. — In  the  early  stage  of  an  acute  cystitis  the  mucous] 
membrane  is  red  and  congested,  but  is  otherwise  normal ;  later  thej 
changes  are  marked,  the  walls  of  the  bladder  becoming  thickened 
and  the  mucous   surface   covered  with  pus,  tibriu,  and  exfoliated] 
epithelium.    Small  bleeding  areas  where  the  epithelium  has  Ijecorae 
detached  are  often  seen. 

In  the  chronic  proee&s  the  pathological  changes  are  still  morej 
extensive.   Tlie  muscular  and  fibrous  coats  are  greatly  hypertrophied,.} 
and  the  actual  cavity  of  the  bladder  is  much  decrea.sed  by  the  thick- 
ening and  contraction  of  it*;  walls.     The  rugse  stand  out  as  promi- 
nent ridges  and  may  assume  a  polypoid  form. 

Henuirrhage  occurs  into  the  mucous  membrane,  and  appears  as 
dark  ecchymntic  patches,  which  later  change  to  slate-color  as  the 
extravasated  blood  is  absorbed,  leaving  only  the  coloring  matter 
in  the  tissues  as  a  more  or  less  permanent  stidn.  As  a  rule,  when 
the  cystitis  arises  as  a  result  of  over-distension  the  bladder- walls 
will  be  thin  and  parchment-like.  In  these  cases  the  diphtheritic 
or  croupous  type  of  inflammation  is  most  likely  to  occur.  The 
entire  mucous  membrane  is  exten.sively  involved,  and  is  covered 
with  a  layer  of  fibrinous  material  or  false  membrane,  which  may  be  j 
thrown  off  as  a  complete  cast  of  the  interior  of  the  bladder. 

In  the  more  severe  cases  of  diphtheritic  cystitis  this  membrane 
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is  composed  not  only  of  necrotic  raucous  membrane,  but  also  at 
times  the  muscular  coat  is  included.  It  Las  been  stated  that  por- 
tions of  the  peritoneal  covering  of  the  bladder  have  been  included 
in  these  casts.  Wliere  there  is  such  extensive  inflammation  of  the 
bladder  the  surrounding  organs  are  njore  or  leas  involved  tiirough 
extension  by  continuity,  and  are  closely  adherent  to  one  another. 

In  some  cases  the  dijjhtheritic  process  becomes  localized,  and 
deep  erosions  or  ragge<l  ulcers  result.  These  ulcerated  areas  may 
only  involve  the  mucous  coat,  or  may  extend  deeper  and  attack  the 
nvuscular  coat,  and  in  rare  instances  perforate  the  bhidder-wall. 

The  urine  is  usually  intensely  alkaline  and  heavily  laden  with 

mucus   and  with  urinary  salts,  esjx^ially  the  phosphatic.     These 

I  salts  are  often  deposited  as  fine  incrustations  on  the  ulcerated  areas. 

Wlien  voi<led  the  urine  may  be  of  a  reddish  or  brownish  or 
milky  color,  and  if  allowed  to  stand  for  a  few  hours  in  a  conical 
glass,  a  thick  yellowish  or  reddish  sediment  settles  to  the  bottom, 
while  the  top  is  clear,  or  if  bacteria  be  present  it  will  usually  be 
very  turbid.  On  examining  such  a  specimen  microscopically  there 
will  be  found  u  large  number  of  leucocytes  or  red  corpuscles,  pave- 
ment epithelium,  isolatetl  or  in  clumps,  and  often  large  numbers  of 
crystals  of  triple  phosi>hates.  If  the  urine  lias  undergone  fermen- 
tation either  within  or  outside  the  bladder,  myriads  of  an  actively 
motile  bacterium  will  be  seen. 

Ttie  worst  forms  of  diphtheritic  cy.stitis  may  merge  into  gangrene 
and  tiie  whole  bladder  be  involveil  in  a  putrid  skHighing  mass. 
Rokitiinsky  has  described  a  peculiar  ulcer  of  the  bladder  which  he 
thinks  is  anair^gous  to  the  round  ulcer  of  the  stomacii. 

As  a  resuh  of  the  hypertro[>hic  thickening  of  the  bladder-walls 
tlie  vesical  orifices  of  the  urethra  may  be  partially  occluded,  and 
dilatation  of  the  ureters,  pyonephrosis,  or  hydronephrosis  may 
occur. 

Symptoms. — In  no  condition  is  the  i>ain  more  agonizing  than  in 
an  acute  or  ulcerative  cystitis.  The  pain  is  usually  most  severe 
above  and  behind  the  pubes,  radiating  into  the  groin  and  down  the 
thighs.  If  able  to  be  about,  the  patient  walks  very  slowly  and  the 
body  is  slightly  inclined  forward  ;  if  in  bed,  the  legs  are  usually 
flexed  upon  the  abdomeu,  as  the  slightest  jar  or  tension  on  the 
abdominal  muscle  increases  the  pain.  The  desire  to  void  the  urine 
is  constant,  and  the  act  is  attemled  with  sharp  lancinating  pains  at 
the  base  of  the  bladder,  which  decrease  after  the  urine  is  voided.   A 
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few  drops  of  blood  may  be  ejected  with  the  urine.  There  is  usually 
coiistHiit  dull  pain  over  the  pubes,  which  iacreaaes  as  the  blatlder  is 
di^^tended  with  urine. 

Pressure  over  the  pubes  causes  great  pain,  and  at  times  the  ten- 
derness in  the  region  is  so  marked  that  even  the  weight  of  the  bed- 
clothing  cannot  be  Iwrne.  Following  urination  there  is  usually  u 
sensation  as  though  ix  few  drops  of  urine  yet  remained,  which  gives 
rise  to  constant  bearing-down  pains  for  hours  after.  These  pains 
may  be  so  urgent  jis  to  cause  the  patient  to  remain  for  hours  on  the 
chamber,  and  may  cause  her  to  scream  out  with  agony.  There  ia 
often  dull  pain  in  the  perineum,  and  occasionally  a  patient  describes 
peculiar  sensations  about  the  umbilicus. 

Increased  frequency  of  micturition  is  an  invariable  symptom  in 
cystitis,  in  acute  cases  the  desire  being  constant ;  in  milder  cases  less 
frequent,  but  always  urgent. 

Hematuria  is  frequent  in  the  early  stage  of  the  inflammation,  and 
at  times  there  may  be  little  else  than  pure  bloixl  voided.  As  the 
process  beconiey  older  the  blood  in  the  urine  diminishes,  and  may 
entirely  disappear.  The  appeuranee  of  the  urine,  which  has  been 
described  above,  is  also  characteristic.  If  micro-organ isnjs  have 
gained  access  to  the  bladder,  fermentation  of  the  urine  results,  and 
the  odor  of  the  recently-voided  specimen  is  excessively  ammoniaeal 
and  fetid.  In  atrute  or  ulcerative  cystitis  defecation  may  be  painful 
and  menstruatton  is  often  deranged.  In  acute  cases  the  attack  is  ush- 
ered in  by  a  rigor,  followed  by  a  slight  increase  in  temperature  and 
.sharj)  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder.  If  of  the  milder  type  of 
cystitis,  a  few  days  suffice  to  free  the  patient  from  all  discomfort. 

In  the  more  severe  septic  or  diphtheritic  cases  the  symptoms  from 
the  onset  indicate  a  very  grave  condition.  The  tem|)erature  ranges 
between  101°  and  103°  F. ;  the  rigors  are  severe  and  occur  at  inter- 
vals fur  days ;  the  tongue  becomes  dry,  glazed,  and  coated,  and  may 
be  fissured;  there  are  headache  and  vomiting,  and  occa^^ioimlly  de- 
lirium. Micturition  is  iliffieuU  and  excessively  painful,  and  may  be 
impossible  on  account  of  the  occlusion  of  the  uretend  orifice  with 
false  membrane.  If  the  bladder  is  catheterized,  only  a  small  amount 
of  urine  can  be  drawn  without  cleansing  the  catheter  of  shredd  of 
membrane. 

The  bladder  may  become  greatly  distended  on  account  of  reten- 
tion. The  urine  has  an  excessively  fetid  odor  and  ia  of  a  browni-sh 
or  reddish  color.     Large  pieces  of  membrane,  and  at  times  a  com- 
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plefe  ca.-^t  of  the  interior  of  the  bladder,  may  be  expelled  through 
tlif  uretiini. 

The  patient  einks  into  a  tyj)hoid  state;  the  pulse  becomes  rapid, 
runuing,  and  feeble;  the  temperature  gradually  rises  during  the  day, 
reaching  its  highest  point  in  the  evening;  there  may  lie  earphologia 
and  oiiljsultus,  and  she  finally  goes  into  [trofound  collapse  and  dies. 

As  the  kidneys  are  often  much  hindered  in  their  action  because 
of  the  vesical  disorder,  there  may  be  total  suppression  of  urine,  fol- 
lowed by  uremia,  from  which  she  dies. 

Diagnosis. — The  dull  heavy  pain  over  the  pubes,  the  sharp  lan- 
cinating pain  during  micturition,  the  frequent  desire  to  void  the 
urine,  are  all  subjective  symptoms  strongly  indicsitive  of  cystitis. 

In  the  irritable  bladder  due  to  inflammation  of  neighboring 
orgfins  or  to  a  uterus  in  malposition,  the  symptoms  may  closely 
resemble  those  of  cystitis,  but  in  such  cases  an  examination  of  the 
urine  will  at  once  exclude  cystitis,  as  in  irritable  bladder  from  reflex 
or  other  causes  the  urine  is  most  likely  to  be  clear  and  limpid,  and 
on  microscopic  examination  no  pus  or  epithelial  cells  are  found. 

The  urine  of  cystitis  is  characteristic,  and  a  diagnosis  can  usually 
be  made  from  a  microscopic  examination.  A  recently  voided  spe- 
cimen appears  turbid,  and  if  the  itiHanimation  is  acute  it  may  be 
tinged  with  red.  On  standing  a  thick  tenacious  yellow  sediment 
forms  at  the  lx)ttom  of  the  vessel,  and  if  red  corpuscles  be  present  a 
thin  reddish  strata  is  observed  superim|M}stiI  upon  the  lower  or  yel- 
lowish strata;  above  this  the  urine  may  be  clear  or  slightly  turbid. 
The  specific  gravity  is  valueless  as  a  |x>int  in  the  diagnosis,  as  it 
may  fange  l)etween  1010  and  1030.  On  pouring  the  urine,  after 
standing  for  a  few  hours,  from  one  vessel  to  another,  the  sediment 
may  be  so  tenacious  as  to  adhere  closely  to  the  bottom.  Albumen 
is  found  in  varying  quantity,  depending  upon  the  amount  of  pus 
present.  If  the  inflammation  is  acute,  the  reaction  is  usually  acid; 
but  if  chronic,  it  will  in  the  larger  projiortion  of  cases  be  neutral  or 
alkaline.  On  microsco])ic  examination  the  field  is  filled  with  pus- 
cells,  pavement  epithelium,  isolated  or  in  clumps,  and  in  the  acute 
cases  red  blood -corpuscles.  Fine  strands  of  mucus  are  often  seen 
in  which  pus  and  red  corpuscles  are  entangled.  In  the  chronic 
forms  of  cystitis  a  large  number  of  crystals,  usually  of  the  jihos- 
phatic  salts,  are  often  observed. 

The  urine  may  be  excessively  fetid  and  amnion iacal  when  voided, 
due  to  the  introduction  of  bacteria  into  the  bladder. 
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In  those  cases  in  which  epithelium  from  the  ureter  and  pelvis  of 
the  kidney  are  fotiiul,  the  ureteral  catheters  should  be  employed  to 
establish  the  diagnosis,  to  deterraine  definitely  the  extent  of  the 
infliininiation  in  these  organs,  and  whether  only  one  or  both  ureters 
and  kidneys  are  affected.  If  a  vesical  calculus  or  tumor  be  sus- 
pected, the  sound  or  cystoseope  should  be  employed. 

In  diphtheritic  cystitis  the  constitutional  symptoms,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  odor  of  the  urine,  which  becomes  excessively  fetid, 
are  usually  sufficient  to  indicate  the  character  of  the  inflammation. 

Prognosis. — In  the  milder  forms  of  acute  cystitis  arising  in  the 
course  of  preg-nancv,  or  as  tiie  result  of  chemical  or  mechanical 
causes,  or  from  slight  infection,  the  duration  will  usually  be  from 
five  to  ten  days.  The  prognosis  as  to  the  duration  of  cystitis  always 
depends  upon  tlie  cause,  and  until  this  is  definitely  settled  it  is  not 
advisable  to  make  any  statement  with  regard  to  the  time  of  recovery. 

Chronic  cystitis  is  always  intractable,  and  may  laist  for  years  even 
under  the  most  skillful  treatment. 

In  diphtheritic  inflammation  and  gangrene  of  the  bladder  naught 
but  an  unfavorable  prognosis  can  be  given,  as  these  conditions  are 
always  exceedingly  grave  and  ti'eatment  is  of  but  little  avail. 

Treatment. — As  a  large  proportion  of  cases  of  cystitis  arise 
from  the  introduction  of  pyogenic  organisms  into  the  bladder,  too 
great  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  the  cleansing  and  sterilization  of 
all  instruments  to  be  introduced  into  the  bladder. 

The  mere  sterilization  of  these  instruments  is  not  sufficient  to 
prevent  contamination,  as  recent  bacteriological  investigations 
demonstrate  a  large  imniber  of  organisms,  both  pyogenic  and 
non-pyogenic,  in  the  vagina  and  about  the  urethral  orifice;  un- 
less the  external  genitalia  be  carefully  cleansed  there  is  constant 
danger  of  in  lection  from  these  parts.  A  glass  catheter  with 
smoiithed  ends  should  always  be  emjiloyed  if  available,  as  those 
made  of  rubber  and  metal  are  much  more  ditticult  to  sterilize. 

Each  patient  should  have  her  own  catheter,  and  in  hospital 
practice  it  is  a  good  plan  to  have  a  bottle  labeled  with  the  patient's 
name,  in  which  the  instrument  is  kept. 

Before  use  the  catheter  shnuld  be  boiled  for  at  least  five  minutes* 
and  transferred  to  a  bottle  containing  a  5  per  cent,  carbolic-acid 
solution.  The  external  genitals,  especially  about  the  urethral  ori- 
fice, should  be  carefully  washed  with  a  saturated  solution  of  boracic 
acid  before  catheterization,  which  is  best  applied  with  a  pledget 


DISEASES  OF  THE  URETHRA,  BLADDER,  AND   URETERS.  635 

of  cotton  on  the  ctul  of  application  forcep.s.  In  this  way  the  nurse, 
who  may  have  come  from  a  septic  case  or  whose  liands  may  be  con- 
laminated,  avoids  all  risk  of  infecting  the  bJaiUk'r.  The  labia  are 
separated  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  one  hand,  can*  being 
use<l  not  to  touch  the  parts  near  the  urethra,  and  the  catheter  in- 
serted. Before  removing  the  catlieter  the  linger  sJioukl  be  placed 
over  the  end,  and  thus  prevent  the  urine  from  escaping  over  the 
parts  when  it  is  withdrawn.  It  should  be  at  once  cleansed  in  boil- 
ing water  and  placed  in  its  recejUacle.  If  tlli^^  routine  be  followed, 
cystitis  during  the  j)uerperiuni  or  after  operation  will  rart^iy  jirise. 
If  a  rubber  catheter  be  used,  it  should  be  opened  at  the  end,  as  it 
is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  cleanse  one  which  has  a  closed 
end  with  eyes  on  the  sides.  Ojieralivf  and  juierperal  cases  should 
be  carefully  watched  to  prevent  retention,  and  the  patient's  word 
must  not  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  voitlance  of  her  urine,  as  from 
motives  of  delicacy  or  from  ignorance  she  may  not  inform  the 
physician  of  her  urinary  troubles. 

The  first  re(piisite  in  the  treatment  of  cystitis  is  rest,  and  to 
accomplisii  this  the  patient  must  at  once  go  to  bed  and  lie  in  the 
recumbent  position.  All  stiniuhiting  foods,  such  as  meats,  highly- 
Beasoned  dishes,  alcoholic  beverages,  especially  those  containing  a 
large  percentage  of  alcohol,  should  be  avoitled.  It  is  best  to  restrict 
the  diet  to  milk  or  liglit  broths.  Saline  cathartics  should  be  admin- 
istereil,  and  later  care  must  be  used  to  keep  the  lower  bowel  free  from 
fecal  accumulation.  Warm  eneniata  are  useful,  not  only  as  a  means 
of  evacuating  the  bowel,  but  also  a.s  a  soothing  agent.  Hot  sitz- 
baths  usually  relieve  the  tenesmus  and  vesical  iidlness.  If  tlie  ]>ain 
i8  severe,  an  enema  of  30  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  in  2  ounces 
of  starch-water  may  be  employed,  or  opium  may  be  given  in  su|i- 
pository.  Sometimes  an  iodoform  or  belladonna  suppository  will 
relieve  the  pain.  Hot  comjiresses  should  be  applied  over  the 
bladder.  {\\\^  applied  to  the  sacrum  are  often  u.seful  in  relieving 
tenesmus  and  the  sensation  of  fullness. 

To  allay  the  fever  and  keep  the  urine  bland  and  unirritating  the 
following  prescription  will  prove  of  value: 


I|>.  Tinct.  aconiti,  fsj  ; 

Spiiit.  ffither.  nrtrosi,  f.?ij  ; 

Liquor  potassii  citratis,  q.  8.  ad  f.?vj. — M. 

Sig.  A  dessertspoonful  every  four  hours. 
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Benzoate  of  ammonia,  in  the  dose  of  gr.  x  every  two  hours,  has 
been  highly  recoiniueiuled. 

In  acute  cases  which  are  of  septic  origin  irrigations  of  the  bladder 
should  be  at  once  instituted,  as  the  removal  of  the  infecting  agent  is 
of  prime  importance. 

The  sohitions  used  in  washing  out  the  bladder  are  numerous,  but 
those  which  have  been  of  greatest  value  are  boracic  acid  (50  |>er 
cent,  to  satunitcd  solution),  weak  sohitions  of  penuanganai-e  of 
potash,  bichloride  of  mercury  (1  :  10,(M,K)),  and  silver  nitrate  (1  to  4 
gr.  to  the  ounce). 

The  following  is  the  best  manner  for  irrigating  the  bladder:  A 
glass  catheter  should  be  attached  to  an  ordinary  or  fountain 
syringe  by  mean.s  of  a  ndjber  tubing  or  small  soft-rnbber  catheter. 
The  temperature  of  tlic  water  should  be  KHJ°  to  K);")"  F.  The  same 
precautions  in  cleansing  the  external  genitals  should  be  observed  in 
irrigations  as  in  catheterization.  The  patient  lies  in  a  recumbent 
position  with  the  hips  slightly  elevated,  resting  on  a  bed-pan.  The 
sohition  is  allowed  to  How  before  introduction  of  the  catheter,  when 
the  rubber  tube  is  pinched  up.  thus  preventing  the  introduction  of 
air  into  the  bladder.  A  sufficient  quantity  of  the  solution  is  per- 
mitted to  flow  into  the  bhuhler  until  slight  distension  is  protluced 
or  the  patient  complains  of  pain.  The  fluid  is  allowed  to  remain 
for  a  few  seconds,  wlien  it  is  withdrawn  by  detaching  the  rul)ber 
tubing  from  the  catheter.  The  irrigations  should  l>e  repeated  uuiil 
the  fluid  flows  away  clear.  At  first  the  patient  will  probably  not  be 
able  to  stand  more  than  one  irria;ation  dailv,  but  after  one  or  two 
days  she  becomes  accustometl  to  the  treatment,  ami  if  the  cflse  is 
badly  infected,  the  bladder  can  be  washed  out  thrice  daily.  Boracic 
acid  is  always  the  best  solution  to  commence  with,  as  it  is  free  from 
danger  and  is  less  irritating  than  bichloride  of  mercury  or  silver 
nitrate.     Repeated  hot  vaginal  douches  are  very  beneficial. 

The  treatment  of  chronic  cystitis  differs  in  many  respects  from 
that  of  the  acute  inflammation.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bladder,  instead  of  being  functionally  over-active  as  in  the  acute 
form,  is  depraved  and  its  function  largely  destroyed  by  the  chronic 
inflammation.  For  this  reason  stimulating  injections  and  internal 
remedies  must  be  employed  with  the  hoi)e  of  bringing  into  activity 
the  depraved  mucous  membrane.  It  is  in  these  cases  that  the  solu- 
tions nf  bichloritle  of  mercury  and  silver  nitrate  will  be  of  greatest 
service.    More  than  two  irrigations  daily  with  these  solutions  should 
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never  be  given.  If  the  pain  after  the  employment  of  silver  nitrate 
is  excessive,  a  5  per  cent,  salt  soltitiou  may  be  injected,  which  pre- 
cipitates the  silver  nitrate  in  the  form  of  an  uuirritating  chloride 
of  silver. 

The  reaction  of  the  urine  must  be  carefully  noted,  iind  if  decidedly 
alkaline  or  acid,  remedies  should  be  employed  to  neutndize  or  make 
it  of  the  opposite  reaction.  Within  the  last  year  iodoform  in  the 
form  of  an  emulsion  (50.0  iodoform;  40.0  glycerin;  aq.  destillat. 
10.0;  mucilago  acacise  q.  s.)  ha.s  been  liighly  recommended  as  an 
injection,  and  should  be  tried  if  the  .solutions  just  advised  fail  to 
relieve  the  patient.  Resorcin  solution  (2  per  cent.)  may  also  be 
employed  in  obstinate  cases.  Benzoic  or  boracic  acid,  in  the  dose  of 
ten  (jrains  made  u[i  in  pill  form  with  glycerin,  is  the  best  drug  for 
converting  an  alkaline  into  an  acid  urine.  Citrate  of  pota-ssium  is 
one  of  the  best  remedies  to  be  employed  when  the  urine  is  acid. 

If,  as  in  many  cases,  the  treatment  fails  and  the  pathological 
process  grows  wor.se,  it  may  be  necessary  to  secure  constant  drain- 
age of  the  bladder  by  means  of  dilatation  of  the  urethra,  by  vesico- 
vaginal fistula,  or  by  the  use  of  a  self-retaining  catheter. 

Dilatation  of  the  urethra  may  relieve  the  tenesmus  and  secure 
drainage  for  a  short  time,  but  at  best  is  but  a  temporary  measure, 
and  must  be  repeated  a  number  of  times  if  it  is  to  be  of  value ;  for 
this  reason  it  is  not,  as  a  rule,  practicable.  It  may  be  aecomplir'hed 
either  gradually  by  the  use  of  a  hard-rubber  graduated  bougie  or 
rapidly  by  the  aid  of  Goodell's  small  uterine  dilator.  The  danger 
of  urinary  incontinence  must  always  be  borne  in  mind,  as  over- 
dilatation  may  result  in  permanent  incontinence.  The  use  of  a 
self-retaining  catheter  is  only  to  be  employed  when  operative 
measures  are  refused. 

The  l)est  plan  is  drainage  through  a  vesico- vaginal  fistrda. 
Emmet  advises  the  opening  to  be  made  as  follows:  "The  patient 
is  etherized  and  placed  in  the  Sims  position,  and  the  perineum  well 
retracted ;  a  sharply-curved  sound  is  passed  into  the  bladder  and 
its  bejik  pres.sed  against  the  septum,  so  as  to  protrude  in  the  median 
line  a  short  ilistance  behin<l  the  vesical  orifice:  it  is  then  cut  down 
upon  by  the  aid  of  tenaculum  and  scissors.  The  blunt  blade  of 
the  latter  is  inserted  through  the  opening  into  the  bladder,  and  the 
incision  |>rolonged  3  or  4  cm.  in  the  direction  of  the  cervix  uteri. 
Care  must  be  taken  that  the  blade  of  the  scissors  really  enters  the 
bladder,  since  it  is  apt  to  penetrate  the  loose  cellular  tissue  between 
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the  vesical  and  vaginal  uiombrane»,  aud  thus  the  huier  only  ia 
incised.  The  edges  of  the  incision  should  then  be  cauterized,  or 
the  vesical  and  vaginal  membranes  united  by  a  coDtinuou$  suture, 
to  prevent  the  fistida  from  closing;  the  same  end  may  be  furthered 
in  a  measure  by  instructing  tlie  patient  to  pass  her  finger  into  the 
opening  every  night  and  raorntng.  Any  troublesome  hemorrhage 
at  the  time  of  operation  may  be  at  once  arrested  by  passing  a  deep 
transverse  ligature  through  the  upper  or  lower  angle  of  the  incis- 
ion, nccmxling  to  the  direction  from  wliich  tlie  blood  comes;  any 
such  measure  will,  however,  be  rarely  demanded." 

The  actual  cautery  may  be  used  in  making  the  fistula.  After 
the  opening  is  established  tlie  vagina  should  be  douched  at  least 
twice  daily  with  horacic-acid  solution,  and  all  parts  with  which 
the  urine  may  come  in  contact  must  be  anointed  with  cold  cream  or 
vaseline. 

The  bladder  may  be  irrigated  as  before,  allowing  the  fluid  to 
flow  through  the  fistida  into  a  bed-pan.  As  the  fistula  must  he 
kept  patulou.'?  until  the  cystitis  is  cured,  whidi  may  require  months, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  patient  wear  some  form  of  ambulatory 
urinal,  which  can  be  obtained  at  any  instrument-maker's.  After  all 
symptoms  have  disujipeared  the  fistula  can  be  closed  in  the  manner 
described  in  the  article  on  that  subject. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Bladder. — Tuberculosis  of  the  female 
bladder  is  exceedingly  rare,  Birch-Hirschfield  having  found  only  4 
cases  in  2565  autopsies  upon  women  in  the  Dresden  Hospital. 

The  tuberculous  process  is  usually  secondary,  the  primary  focu3 
being  in  the  lungs  or  kidney  or  part  of  a  disseminated  miliary  lnl>er- 
culosis.  Primary  tuberculosis  of  the  bladder  is  rare — at  least  the 
diagnosis  has  not  l>een  made  frequently,  possibly  because  of  difficulty 
in  the  past  of  detecting  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  urine.  Now  that 
improved  methods  of  staining  bacilli  in  the  urine  have  been  intro*j 
duced,  this  viscus  may  be  more  frequently  found  to  be  thf  primary' 
seat  of  tuberculosis. 

PATHfiLOGY. — The  mucous  membrane  in  the  early  stage  of  tuber- 
culosis of  the  bladder  is  dotted  over  indiscriminately  with  pearly 
nodules  about  the  size  of  a  millet-.seed,  which  are  easily  <listinguLsh- 
able  from  the  surrounding  tissue.  ICach  tubercle  conforms  to  the 
general  type  of  those  found  in  the  lungs.  These  nodules  gradually 
enlarge  and  coalesce,  forming  grayish-white  areas  with  easeatiug 
centres. 
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Hooii  tlifftse  patches  break  tluwii  iiilo  ulcers  which  iiiuy  be  localized 
or  iiivolve  the  eiitiie  imieous  meiiibniiie.  isolated  ulcers  may  pene- 
trate the  superficial  layers  of  the  bladder  and  in  rare  instances 
perforate  the  wall. 

Diagnosis. — As  the  symptoms  of  tuberculosis  closely  simulate 
those  of  chronic  cystitis,  it  is  often  difficult  or  impossible  to  differ- 
entiate the  two  conditions.  In  all  cases  of  cystitis  coming  on 
insidiously  and  without  apparent  cause  tuberculosis  may  be  sus- 
pected, and  a  careful  examiimtion  of  the  lungs  should  be  ma<le  to 
discover  if  they  are  the  seat  ot"  primary  iiii'ection.  Having  excluded 
the  lungs,  the  kidneys  should  be  carefully  examined.  It  is  in  these 
cases  that  the  ureteral  catheters  are  of  great  value.  The  method 
of  catheterization  of  the  ureters,  as  described  in  the  article  on  that 
suhjwt,  should  be  followed.  The  specimens  ot'  urine  obtained  by 
this  means  should  be  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

The  Demo hjsI rail  on  of  Tttbet'cle  Bacilli  in  the  Urine, — Tlie  sedi- 
ment from  the  susi>ected  urine  is  obtained  from  the  bottom  of  a 
conical  <;la.ss  after  the  urine  has  stood  for  some  time,  or  lietter  still, 
by  centrifugalization.  Drops  of  this  are  spread  out  in  a  thin  layer 
on  several  cover-slips,  as  in  the  examination  of  sputum,  or,  as  the 
bacilli  are  often  few  in  number  and  it  is  desirable  to  examine  a 
large  surface,  some  of  the  se<liment  may  be  spread  out  on  an  ordi- 
nary microscope  slide;  after  being  .spread  the  fihn  is  allowed  to  dry 
in  the  air,  and  the  cover-glass  or  glass  slide  afterward  passed  quickly 
three  times  through  the  flame  of  a  Bunsen  burner  or  an  alcohol 
lamp.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  overheat  the  specimen  ;  this  may 
be  avoided,  as  a  rule,  by  holding  the  cover-slip  between  the  lingers 
while  pa.ssing  it  through  the  flame. 

The  best  method  of  staining  for  general  use  is  that  of  Gabbett, 
a  modification  of  the  Ziehl-Neelson  method.  A  few  drops  of  the 
following  solution — 

Fuehsin.  pure,  1, 

Acid,  carbolic,  6, 

Alcohol,  aI)8olute,  10, 

AqusB  deslillat.,  100, 


are  poured  on  the  cover-glass,  which  is  then  held  in  fine  force])e 
over  the  flame,  and  heated  to  boiling  for  from  one-iialf  to  one 
minute;    the  excess  of  stain   is  washed  off  with   water,  and  the 
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cover-slip  imiueised  for  a  ruoiiient  or  two  in  a  combined  decolor- 
izing fluid  and  counter-stain  {sulphuric  acid  pure  1,  distilled  water  3, 
uietliyleue  blue  to  saturation). 

Tlie  specimen  is  immediately  washed  off  in  water,  and  if  Insuf- 
ficiently decolorized,  again  immersed  in  the  decolorizing  fluid.  After 
washing  in  water,  the  cover-glass  is  placed  between  two  fohls  of  g(x>d 
filter-paper  to  remove  the  excess  of  water  ;  the  glass  is  thoroughly 
dried  high  above  the  flame,  and  finally  mounted  in  a  drop  of  xylol 
balsam. 

A  good  oil-immersion  lens  (^V  or  -^)  is  required  for  the  examina- 
tion. Sometimes  the  bacilli  are  numerous,  but  in  many  eases  there 
are  very  few,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  look  carefully  through  many 
preparations  with  the  aid  of  a  mechanical  stage  before  finding  them. 
It  is  necessary  to  warn  against  the  use  of  old  cover-slips,  since  when 
they  have  been  used  for  tuberculous  specimens  before,  unless  the 
greatest  care  has  been  exercised  in  cleaning  them,  a  few  tubercle 
bacilli  may  have  remained  which  would  lead  to  the  making  of  a 
false  diagnosis. 

In  the  early  stage  the  cystoscope  may  reveal  the  miliary  nodules 
or  the  localized  caseous  area,  or  later  the  tuberculous  ulcers  may 
be  seen,  and  thus  the  extent  of  the  process  determined.  As  a 
rule,  however,  the  cystoscope  is  of  little  value,  as  the  urine  is  so 
clouded  with  blood.  If  tubercle  bacilli  be  found  in  the  urine»  and 
other  organs  are  not  the  seat  of  primary  infection,  the  diagnosis  is 
definite ;  but  frequently  a  cystitis  which  seems  to  be  the  result  of  a 
localized  tuberculosis  will  prove  upon  catheterization  of  the  ureters 
to  be  an  extension  from  the  kidneys. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  in  tuberculous  cystitis  is  always 
unfavorable.  The  process  may  be  slow  in  extension,  the  patient 
dying  from  the  ulceration  of  the  bladder,  or  from  extension  to 
other  organs,  or  from  general  miliary  tuberculosis. 

Treatment. — If  the  infection  of  the  bladder  be  primary,  the 
tuberculous  areas  should  be  treated  by  means  of  injections  or  by  a 
cystotomy  and  curettement.  If  the  bladder  is  opened,  it  should 
be  done  in  the  manner  described  in  the  article  on  Cystitis.  The 
tuberculous  patches  should  be  thoroughly  curetted.  It  is  best  to 
allow  the  vesical  fistula  to  remain  open  for  some  time,  as  free  drain- 
age is  aflbrded,  and  if  necessary  local  remedies  may  be  applied  to 
the  diseased  area.     If  the  tuberculous  cystitis  be  but  secondary  or  a 
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part  of  a  general   tuberculosis,  irrigation  of   the  bladder  may  be 
resorted  to  as  a  palliative  measure. 

A  trcatuieut  wliicli  has  buen  frequently  recommended  during  the 
lust  year  is  by  injections  of  iodoforniized  oil  or  glycerin.  The  fol- 
lowing formula  has  been  recommended  : 

I^.  lodoformi,  />0.0; 

Glycerini,  40.0 ; 

Mucilag.  acaciee,  9.5. 

Sig.  Use  as  an  injection  thrice  <laily. 


At  first  it  is  beat  to  start  with  one  injection  daily.  The  emulsion 
should  be  carefully  uiixed,  as  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  iodoform 
to  collect  in  small  balls  in  the  bladder,  which  might  form  the  nuclei 
of  calculi. 

The  general  nutrition  of  the  patient  should  be  carefully  looked 
into,  and  the  reniedie.s  for  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  along  with  a 
generous  diet  and  a  proper  hygienic  regimen,  should  be  j)rescribed. 

Vesical  Calculds. — Ve.sical  calculi  rarel}'  occur  in  women 
because  of  their  patulous  and  short  urethras.  Renal  calculi  whicli 
are  expelled  into  the  bladder,  and  in  men  usually  form  the  nucleus 
for  a  much  larger  stone,  are  in  women  swept  out  at  the  first  mictu- 
rition. It  i.s  pri)baljly  very  seldom  that  a  stone  de.<^et'inlH  from  (he 
kidney  and  remains  a  sufiicient  time  iu  the  female  bladder  to  gain 
by  accretion  a  size  which  prevents  its  expulsion  through  the 
urethra.  The  fact  that  the  largest  proportion  of  calculi  iu  women 
are  discovered  after  the  rejiair  of  vesictd  fistulfe  goes  to  prove  that 
they  are  formed  in  the  bladder,  and  are  not  simply  the  enlargements 
of  stones  from  the  kidney.  After  vesico-vaginul  operations  if  the 
stitches  are  allowed  to  pass  through  the  mucous  layer  of  the  blad- 
der, it  is  probable  that  the  nitlus  for  the  stone  may  be  ftirnished  by 
the  exposed  suture,  Emmet  claims  that  such  operations  are  the  most 
frequent  source  of  stone  iu  women.  Calculi  may  be  of  various  kinds, 
as  uric  acid,  triple  and  amorphous  phosphates,  oxalate  of  lime,  or 
cystine.  Phosphatic  stones  are  more  frequent  in  women  than  in 
tnen,  while  those  of  uric  acid  are  less  fre<iuent.  It  is  rather  difficult 
to  account  for  this  difference  in  their  occurrence  in  tlie  two  sexes, 
but  it  is  probably  due,  as  explained  by  a  numlwr  of  writers,  Uy  the 
more  frequent  tendency  of  men  to  a  gouty  or  lithemic  diathesis. 
Foreign  bodies  introduced  for  various  purposes  by  hysterical  women 
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may  form  the  nucleus  of  a  stoue.  Thus,  hair-pins,  bits  of  wax, 
buttoHs,  beans,  etc.  have  been  found  as  tlie  centre  of  vesical  calculi. 
Usually  the  bladder  contains  but  a  single  calculus,  but  occasionally 
two  or  nioie  are  found.  The  most  common  shape  is  a  flattened 
ovoid,  although  they  may  be  somewhat  rectangular  or  irregu- 
larly rounded,  while  phosphatic  stones  are  occasionally  curiously 
branched. 

On  account  of  the  patulous  urethra  in  women,  calculi  of  small 
dimensions  are  rarely  found ;  tliey  vary  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to 
that  of  a  walnut  and  are  often  much  larger.  The  density  of  the 
adeulus  depends  uj)oii  its  chemical  composition,  the  phosphatic 
variety  being  the  most  friable  and  easily  crushed.  The  situation 
of  the  .stone  varies  with  the  position  of  the  patient.  When  she 
is  in  an  upright  position,  it  will  usually  be  found  at  the  base  of  the 
bladder  or  blocking  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  but  if  recumbent  the 
stone  will  drop  back  toward  the  fundus.  It  may  be  encysted  or 
caught  by  a  fungous  mass  or  retained  between  the  rugae  of  an 
hypertrophied  bladder-wall.  If  there  be  a  diverticulum  in  the 
bladder,  as  is  often  seen  accomjianying  prolapsus  uteri,  the  stone 
will  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  this  sac.  Occasionally  it  is  lodged 
in  the  orifice  of  an  ureter.  The  author  removed  a  stone  within  the 
last  two  years  which  he  liad  previously  located  in  the  mouth  of  the 
left  ureter  by  means  of  the  ureteral  .sound. 

Etiology. — The  causes  of  calculi  are  obscure.  The  reason  for 
the  deposit  of  urinary  salts  about  a  foreign  body  is  perfectly  patent. 
but  the  origin  of  a  stone  in  the  centre  of  which  no  foreign  Ijody  can 
be  found  is  not  so  clear. 

In  those  cases  of  jirolapsus  uteri  in  which  a  vesical  diverticu- 
lum exists,  calculi  are  prone  to  form,  as  these  sacs  usually  contain 
residual  urine  in  which  there  is  a  considerable  deposit  of  mucu£^ 
When  one  observes,  under  the  microscope,  the  manner  in  which 
urinary  crystals  are  often  entangled  in  the  shreds  of  mucus,  it 
may  quite  as  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  same  result  will  take 
place  in  the  diverticulum  of  the  bladder,  thus  leading  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  calculus. 

iSymptoms. — The  symptoms  which  are  most  charact-eristic  of 
.stone  are  frequent  micturition,  with  sudden  stoppage  in  the  flow, 
Jjematuria,  and  pain.  An  irregular,  halting,  and  painful  flow  of 
urine  is,  of  all  symptoms,  the  most  characteristic.  It  usually 
occurs  when  the  stone  is  small,  and  is  sucked  into  the  vesical  mouth 
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of  the  urethra,  acting  as  a  ball-valve.  As  it  grows  in  size  this 
tendency  often  entirely  disappears.  P'requent  micturition  is  usually 
a  constant  symptom,  the  ]>atient  being  compelled  to  void  her  urine 
many  times  during  the  day,  especially  when  she  is  on  her  feet  or 
doing  active  work.  During  tlie  night  this  urgent  and  frequent 
desire  to  void  the  urine  disappears,  and  the  patient  may  pass  a 
whole  night  without  once  getting  up.  Horseback  riding  or  driving 
over  rough  roads  often  causes  severe  pain. 

The  pain  in  vesical  calculus  is  of  two  kinds — that  directly  caused 
by  the  stone,  and  that  produced  by  the  cystitis  which  almost  inva- 
riably follows  a.s  tlie  result  uf  vesical  irritiilion.  There  is  constant, 
heavy,  dull  pain  over  the  pubes,  radiating  down  into  the  legs  and 
external  genitalia  and  upward  to  the  groin.  The  pain,  which  is 
characteristic,  is  sluirp  and  lancinating,  and  occurs  at  the  end  of 
micturition,  frequently  being  referred  to  the  external  genitalia,  and 
is  80  severe  at  times  as  to  cause  the  patient  to  scream.  Violent 
straining  accompanies  micturition,  and  the  attending  pain  may  be 
referred  to  the  rectuni  or  perineum,  especially  if  there  are  hemor- 
rhoids or  if  prolapsus  of  the  rectum  exists,  as  frequently  results 
from  the  straining  efforts. 

In  little  girls  the  |min  may  be  entirely  referred  to  the  vulva,  and 
lead  to  a  habit  of  constantly  dragging  or  picking  at  the  parts,  which 
causes  In'pertropliy  and  excoriation  of  the  labia. 

Hematuria  is  frequent,  but  is  charactt'ristic  only  when  a  few  drops 
of  bright-red  blood  appear  at  the  end  of  micturition.  Usually  those 
elements  only  are  observed  in  the  urine  which  occur  in  cystitis. 

Diagnosis. — Any  of  the  above  symiitonis  nniy  cause  the  surgeon 
to  suspect  stone,  but  a  defniite  diagnosis  is  impossible  until  a  care- 
ful exploration  of  the  bladder  is  made.  This  may  be  done  in  one 
of  three  ways — by  the  sound  (which  is  the  Wst),  by  digital  explo- 
ration, or  by  the  cystoscope. 

The  same  precautions  should  be  observed  in  sounding  for  stone 
as  in  catheteriziition,  its  prolonged  manipulation  furnishes  the  best 
opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  septic  material,  if  the  technique 
is  not  |>erfect.  The  patient  should  be  placed  in  the  lithotomy  posi- 
tion, with  till'  thighs  flexed  upon  the  abdomen.  The  vagina  and 
external  genitalia  should  be  thoroughly  washed  with  soaj)  and  water, 
then  rinsed  with  boiled  water,  an<l  then  with  bichloride-of-mercury 
solution  (1  :  1000),  and  again  with  water. 

A  piece  of  giiuze  one  yard  square  should  be  spread  between  the 
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thighs  over  the  buttocks,  aud  a  hole  made  of  sufficient  size  to  per- 
mit the  free  manipulation  of  the  sjound.  It  is  also  well  \o  have 
the  patient's  legs  enveloped  in  sterilized  stockings  or  lowek;.  Bj 
the  observance  of  these  small  deUuls!  the  l>e3t  aseptic  techniqae  is 
obtained.  The  bladder  shouUl  be  emptied  of  its  uriue,  and  par- 
tially distended  with  boracic-acid  solution  or  sterilized  water.  The 
surgeon  either  stands  or  sits  between  the  patient's  thighs  when 
introducing  the  sound,  which  should  be  previously  warmed  aud 
anointed  with  sterilized  vaseline.  In  sounding  a  definite  plan 
shouKl  be  followed :  The  base  of  the  bladder  should  be  carefully 
ex|>lored  first,  aud  then  the  sounil  sliould  be  caused  tt)  make  excur- 
sions upward  aud  to  the  sides.  During  this  manipulation  two  fiugorv 
of  the  hand  should  be  introduced  into  the  vagina,  and  it  will  be  aimoet 
impossibl(!  for  a  stone  to  elude  the  search. 

If  this  examination  l)e  negative  and  the  surgeon  is  still  iu  doulit, 
he  may  resort  to  the  cystoscope,  or  the  urethni  can  l»e  dilated  to  the 
size  of  the  index  finger  and  a  digital  exploration  made.  In  Lliis 
way  an  encysted  stone  may  be  detected.  In  chronic  cystitis  or 
where  vesical  neoplasms  exist  in  the  walls  of  the  bladder,  or  in 
the  presence  of  a  tumor  encrusted  with  urinary  salts,  a  peculiar 
grating  sound  may  be  elicited  by  contact  with  a  metallic  instru- 
inpnt. 

The  main  pdints  of  difference  as  elicited  by  the  sound  l>etween 
this  condition  and  .stone  is  the  extensive  area  of  deposit  and  the 
lack  of  resistance  when  the  instrument  is  pushed  against  it.     The 
surgeon  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  a  calculus  may  l»e 
ciated  with  a  vesical  tumor,  a  fragment  of  whitTli  has  served  as  tlie^ 
jiudeus  of  the  stone. 

Prognosis. — If  the  stone  be  detected  early  and  removed  before 
marked  changes  in  the  bladder  have  occurred,  the  prognosis  is  quite 
favorable.  On  the  othpr  hand,  if  cystitis  exist  associated  with 
hypertrophy  and  contraction  of  the  wall  of  the  bladder,  or  if  there 
is  secondary  disease  of  the  kidneys,  the  prognosis  is  unfavorable,  the 
patient  often  dying  from  protracted  suffering  or  from  the  progr 
of  the  renal  disease.  This,  however,  is  very  rare,  as  the  symptoms] 
of  stone  are  usually  so  urgent  as  to  lead  to  its  detection  before  such 
grave  lesions  occur. 

Treatment. — There  are  three  modes  of  treatment  employed  in 
cases  of  vesical  calculi  in  women  :  by  dilatation  of  the  urethra  and 
removal  of  the  stone,  if  small,  by  forceps,  or  if  large  by  crushing;  Ly 
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kolpo-eystotomy  ;  ami  by  supnqnilicc  cystotomy.  As  the  urethra 
is  capable  of  cousiderable  dilatatii.tii,  the  first  method  will,  in  a  cer- 
tain uiuuber  of  cases,  be  the  most  available.  The  urethra  should 
not  be  dihited  larger  than  the  girth  ol"  a  medium-sized  forefinger, 
as  the  sphincter  fibres  may  be  lacerated,  causing  permanent  urin- 
ary incontinence.  After  the  urethra  has  been  dilated  the  surgeon 
introduces  his  finger  into  the  bladder  and  locates  the  stone.  If 
not  larger  than  the  tip  of  the  little  finger,  it  may  be  grasped  with 
deliciite  forceps  and  removed,  or  coaxed  up  to  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der and  out  tlirotigh  the  urethra  b\'  means  of  two  fingers  in  the 
vagina.  Should  the  .stone  be  large,  it  is  not  advisable  to  remove  it 
intact,  as  the  urethra  may  be  so  overstretched  that  incurable  incon- 
tinence will  result. 

Lithotrity  is  usually  considered  the  Ijest  mode  of  treatment  when 
the  stone  is  not  too  large  or  too  dense  to  permit  of  crushing.  The 
patient  is  placed  in  the  .same  jiosition  for  this  operation  as  when 
examined  for  stone.  The  urine  shoulil  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
bladder  partially  distended  with  tepid  boracic-acid  solution.  Tlie 
surgeon,  sitting  between  the  patient's  thighs,  introduces  the  litho- 
trite,  previously  warmed  and  anointed  with  sterilized  oil  or  vaseline, 
into  the  urethra  in  a  line  almost  |>erpendienlar  with  the  long  axis  of 
the  body.  The  handle  of  the  instrument  is  then  depressed,  when  it 
gently  glides  into  the  bladder. 

Two  fingers  of  the  disengaged  hand  should  then  be  introduced 
into  the  vagina  and  the  stone  located.  An  assistant  now  ojiens  the 
blades  of  the  lithotrite,  and  with  u  little  manipulation  the  stone  will 
be  8ei/e<l,  when  the  instrument  should  Ix"  very  gently  rotated  to 
obviate  the  danger  of  catching  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the 
screw  slowly  turned  until  the  stone  is  crushed ;  this  will  be  .sud- 
den or  gradual  aircording  to  its  composition.  The  blades  are  then 
separated  and  again  closed,  catching  one  of  the  lai'ger  fragments, 
and  80  on  until  the  stone  is  reduced  to  small  particles.  It  is  rarely 
necessary  to  resort  to  an  evacuator,  as  n'peated  irrigations  of  the 
bladder  are  sufficient  to  remove  the  fragments.  During  the  irriga- 
tions the  bladiler  should  be  gently  manipulated  l)etween  one  hand 
introduced  into  the  vagina  and  the  other  placed  above  the  pul»es. 

Every  particle  of  the  stone  shouUl  be  removed,  as  small  frag- 
ments, if  left  Ijchind,  may  form  the  centres  of  other  calculi.  If  the 
stone  be  thoroughly  pulverized,  there  is  no  danger  of  fragments 
being  impacted  in  the  urethra.     In  case,  however,  a  part  of  the 
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Stone  eludes  the  grasp  of  the  lithotrite  and  later  becomes  impacted. 
it  may  be  removed  b}-  means  of  delicate  uietiiral  forceps,  or,  if  lodged 
in  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  it  can  be  puslied  back  with  a  sound  aod 
cruslied  with  the  lithotrite. 

Urethral  fever  is  not  au  infrequent  eoinplieiition  following  the  in- 
troduction of  instruments  into  the  bladder,  especially  after  lithotrity. 
It  is  characterized  by  the  occurrence  of  rigons,  with  headache  aod 
vomiting,  followed  by  febrile  reaction.  It  is  esjjecially  liable  Ui 
occur  in  nervous  women,  but  is  not  a  serious  complication,  and 
usually  paHses  oft'  in  one  or  two  days.  Temporary  aggravation  of 
the  already  existing  cystitis  may  result  from  manipulation  of  the 
lithotrite. 

Coidra-indicadons  to  LifhotrUij. — Lithotrity  shouhl  not  be 
resorted  to  in  girls  under  thirteen  years,  as  the  urethra  is  too  small 
to  allow  sufficient  manipulatiun  of  the  instruments,  and  as  lithotomy 
is  such  a  safe  operation  at  this  age,  it  should  always  liave  the  pref- 
erence. The  size  of  the  stones  should  be  carefully  estimated,  as 
a  stone  of  a  greater  diameter  than  one  inch  can  be  more  ejisilv 
removed  by  kolpo-eystotomy.  In  those  cases  of  sacculated  bhidder 
occurring  in  prolapsus  uteri  or  in  cystocele,  lithotrity  is  not  prac- 
tical, Jis  small  particles  of  the  cjdculus  are  likely  to  be  left  in  these 
dependent  pouches.  Chronic  cystitis  usually  coexists  in  these  ca^es, 
for  which  reason  cystotomy  is  preferable,  as  we  thus  not  only  re- 
move the  stone,  but  also  secure  free  drainage,  which  will  often  be 
necessary  to  cure  the  accompanying  inflammation  of  the  bladder. 

If  the  calculus  be  associated  with  a  vesical  neoplasm,  lithotrity 
is  contra-indicated,  as  the  manipulation  of  the  lithotrite  might  induce 
a  profuse  hemorrhage,  and  the  removal  of  the  stone,  if  the  tumor  be 
left  behind,  would  give  little  or  no  relief. 

Cystotomy  is  the  next  operative  measure  to  be  considered  if 
removal  of  the  stone  through  the  urethra  Ix^  contra-indicated.  In 
women  kolpo-cystotomy  is  almost  invariably  the  operation  of  pref- 
erence, as  it  is  com])aratively  easy  and  free  from  danger,  and  u 
applicable  to  the  largest  number  of  cases.  This  operation  is  best 
jierformetl  according  to  Emmet's  method,  as  follows:  A  sharply- 
curved  sound  is  introduc<'d  into  the  bladder  so  as  to  depress  the 
vesico- vagina  I  septum.  The  vaginal  side  of  the  septum  is  then 
cjiught  with  a  tenaculum  and  a  small  opening  made,  which  may  be 
enlarged  with  scissors  by  cutting  upward  toward  the  cervix,  keeping 
in  the  median  line  and  thus  avoiding  the  ureters.     If  there  is  only 
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H  mild  grade  of  cystitis,  the  fistula  should  be  closed  immediately 
after  extraction  of  the  stone;  on  the  other  hand,  should  the  cysti- 
tis be  chronic,  with  considerable  pus  and  exfoliated  epithelium  in 
the  urine,  the  opening  should  be  left,  thus  securing  constant 
tlrainage. 

Suprapubic  cystotomy  is  rarely  necessary,  but  may  be  required 
in  those  cases  in  which  the  stone  is  too  large  to  admit  of  vaginal 
lithotomy.  Greater  care  is  necessary  in  opening  the  abdomen  of 
women  than  of  men  not  to  wound  the  peritoneum. 

The  treatment  after  all  operations  for  stone  is  simple.  In  those 
cases  in  which  the  fistula  is  left  open  or  in  which  dilatation  of  the 
urethra  is  performed,  the  bed  should  be  well  protected  with  old  linen, 
as  tliere  will  l>e  a  constant  disehartre  of  urine. 

The  parts  with  which  the  urine  is  liable  to  cume  in  contact  should 
be  anointed  with  vaseline,  and  if  there  is  any  tendency  to  the  forma- 
tion of  incrusted  urinary  salts,  the  parts  should  be  gently  scraped 
and  anointed  witli  oxide-of-zinc  ointnietit.  A  light  diet  must  be 
insisted  ujion,  and  the  urine  kept  bland  by  means  of  an  abundant 
ingestion  of  pure  water.  Citrate  of  potash  should  be  aihninistered 
if  the  urine  is  acid,  and  benzoic  acid  if  it  is  alkaline.  The 
patient  should  return  to  the  surgeon  for  examination  at  least  once 
every  year  after  the  removal  of  a  calculus,  to  ascertain  if  there  be 
any  recurrence. 

Tumors  of  the  Bladder. — The  most  frequent  form  of  tumor 
occuriing  primarily  in  the  bladder  is  the  vascular-papiUovmtous 
fibroma.  It  usually  arises  from  the  siipprficial  ]ay(^rs  of  the  raucous 
membrane,  then  branches  out  into  slender  villous  proce-sscoi.  each  of 
which  is  composed  of  a  delicate  stroma  containing  loops  of  blood- 
ves-sels.  The  papilla*  may  be  long,  or  short  and  velvety.  The  sur- 
face is  covered  by  stratified  epithelium.  From  its  delicate  and 
frial)le  character  this  growth  is  frequently  the  seat  of  hemorrhage. 
as  the  slighest  traumatism  may  oau.se  bleeding.  This  tumor  ranges 
in  size  from  2  to  7  cm.  in  diameter,  and  may  even  be  larger. 

The  most  frequent  site  for  papillomatous  fibromaUi  is  toward  the 
base  of  the  bladder  at  the  orifices  of  the  ureters  or  near  the  urethra. 
According  to  Ziegler,  this  growth  should  not  l>e  described  as  a  "  can- 
cer," as  it  does  not  belong  (o  the  group  of  malignant  tumors. 

Carcinoma  of  the  bladder  very  rarely  occurs  as  a  primary  growth, 
but  is  usually  a  direct  extension  of  the  pathological  process  from  the 
rectum,  vagina,  or  uterus.   Primary  cjincer  may,  however,  arLse  in  any 


648 


AN  AMERICAN    TEXT-BOOK   OF   fiYNECOLOQY. 


]>art  of  the  bliulder,  and  take  the  form  of  a  nodular  or  fungoug 
tumor.  It  grows  rapidly,  and  80011  becomes  necrotic,  breaking 
down  into  ragged,  ulcerated  areas  which  may  perforate  the  blad- 
der-walls. 

Other  neoplasms  are  exceedingly  rare,  yet  any  one  of  the  follow- 
ing may  occur:  myoma,  fibro-myoma,  myxoma,  sarcoma,  fibro- 
sarcoma, adenoma,  and,  very  rarely,  dermoid  cyst.  Polyps  aliso 
occasionally  arise  from  the  vesical  inucoun  membrane.  HyjHjrtrophy 
of  the  bladder-walls,  which  may  assume  a  polypoid  form,  usually 
occurs  as  a  result  of  chronic  cystitis,  and  will  l)e  spoken  of  under 
that  heading. 

Symptoms. — In  the  early  stage  of  any  neoplasm  the  symptoms 
are  not  pathognomonic,  usually  simulating  tliose  of  cystitis  or  vesical 
calculus.  The  lirst  symptom  usually  noticed  is  painful  micturition, 
caused  by  the  irritation  or  mild  cystitis  which  is  set  up  by  the  grow- 
ing tumor.  In  the  papillary  growth,  however,  a  sudden  hematuria 
may  be  the  first  symptom. 

If  the  new  growth  be  near  the  internal  urethral  oriHce  or  is 
pedunculated,  urination  may  be  difficult  and  halting,  as  in  vesical 
calculus,  or  if  the  tumor  becomes  lodged  in  the  urethra,  there  may 
be  retention.  As  the  growth  increases  in  size,  the  pain  experienced 
duriug  micturition  grows  more  intense,  and  continues  for  an  hour  or 
more  afterward.  Tiiere  is  heavy,  dull  pain  over  the  bladiler,  which 
radiates  into  the  legs,  upw^ard  toward  the  inguinal  and  lower  lum- 
bar regions. 

By  this  time  hematuria  occurs  if  it  has  not  occurred  before. 
The  urine  is  at  first  only  slightly  tinged  with  blood  or  nn^y  l>e  of  a 
bright-red  color,  due  to  a  sudtlen  and  profuse  hemorrhage.  Days 
may  pass,  and  the  urine  be  comparatively  normal  before  blooil  is 
again  noticed.  The  sudden  hemorrhages  occurring  in  the  papil- 
lary growths  often  seem  to  be  entirely  free  from  traumatic  cjiuscs, 
the  patieut,  perhaps,  awakening  in  the  night  with  a  desire  to  void 
her  urine,  and  finding  that  it  is  almost  pure  blood.  The  cystitis, 
which  is  at  first  mild,  becomes  more  intense  as  the  tumor  incrcuscs 
in  size,  and  the  urine,  which  has  been  acid,  gradually  becomes  nea- 
tral,  and  later  intensely  alkaline. 

There  is  in  many  cases  a  constant  desire  to  micturate,  resulting  in 
small  quantities  of  bloody  urine  being  voided.  As  the  alkalinity  of 
the  urine  increases,  the  urinary  salts  are  precipitated,  and  nniy  form 
incrustations  on  the  tumor.     On  examining  a  freshly-voided  speci- 
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men  of  urine,  it  will  usually  be  Ibuiul  to  lisive  a  iiglit  or  ilark  red- 
ilish  opacity.  After  standing  for  a  few  hours,  the  supernatant 
urine  frequently  does  not  clear  up.  This  may  be  due  to  micrococci, 
or  sehizomycetes,  which  are  found  in  myriads.  Tliere  are  usually 
two  strata  of  precipitate — an  ujiper  red  or  tenacious,  and  a  lower  or 
yellowish.  If  the  alkaliuity  be  quite  decide<l,  the  urine  will  be 
loa<led  with  a  thick,  teuaciousi  miicuji.  On  microscopic  examination 
there  are  observed  a  large  number  of  red  and  white  corpuscles,  and 
if  the  specimen  has  been  lately  voided,  these  cells  will  be  only 
slightly  changed  in  form.  The  appearance  of  the  urine  in  these 
cases  differs  from  that  of  cystitis  only  in  tlie  larger  uumber  of  red 
corpuscles  and  the  fragments  of  the  neojilasm  if  present.  The  odor 
of  the  urine  is  usually  ammoniaeal  and  excessively  fetid.  If  the 
tumor  be  malignant,  the  symptoms  are  more  rapid  in  their  onset, 
and   the  termination  nnieh  more  quickly  fatal. 

In  papillary  growths  and  other  benign  tumors  the  hemorrhage 
from  the  bladder  may  be  so  excessive  as  to  cause  a  grave  secondary 
anemia  resembling  closely  the  cachexia  of  malignant  tumors. 

If  nothing  be  done  to  arrest  the  growth  of  these  tumors,  the 
patient  becomes  emaeiateil,  defecation  may  be  excessively  painful, 
the  pain  in  the  vesical  area  and  in  the  lower  lumbar  region  is 
intense,  and  she  has  the  general  appearance  of  one  suffering  the 
severest  j)ain.  In  no  disease  is  there  more  pain  than  in  some  of 
these  cases,  while  others  may  be  eotnparatively  free  from  discomfort 
for  many  years. 

Diagnosis. — In  rare  cases,  in  which  henutturia  is  the  only  symp- 
tom at  the  onset  of  the  growth,  a  diagnosis  is  impossible,  on  account 
of  the  many  con*litions  which  may  give  rise  to  blood  in  the  urine,  as 
the  filaria  .sanguinis  hominis,  the  plasmodium  malarite,  and  various 
diseases  of  the  blood.  As  this  symptom  is  i-arely  unaccompanied 
by  others  which  point  more  or  less  directly  to  the  disease,  it  is  best 
to  consider  it  in  conjunction  with  them. 

In  cystitis  the  red  corpuscles  are  much  fewer  and  less  frequently 
shed,  and  the  fragments  of  tumor,  of  course,  never  observed.  The 
onset  in  cystitis  is  more  acute,  and  usually  di.sappears  if  judicious 
treiitment  be  instituted.  The  symptoms  of  vesicid  calculus  may  Ijc 
exceedingly  difficult  to  differentiate,  as  a  tumor  situated  near  the 
beginning  of  the  urethra  nuiy  give  rise  to  symptoms  so  closely 
simulating  those  of  stone  as  to  render  a  diagnosis  impossible  with- 
out the  use  of  the  sound  or  cystoscope.     In  rare  cases  the  two  con- 


ditioiis  may  be  associated,  and  the  |>resence  of  the  atone  detected, 
while  tlie  tumor  is  entirely  overlooked. 

If  a  sound  be  introduced,  it  should  be  manipulated  with  the 
greatest  gentleness,  a  violent  lieniorrlmge  often  arising  if  the  tumor 
be  harsh! V  touched.  The  ease  with  which  the  hcmorriiage  starts  is* 
a  strong  point  in  favor  of  tumor.  If  the  growth  be  large,  it-s  out- 
lines may  be  made  out,  but  this  is  rarely  reliable,  as  the  liypertro- 
phied  mucous  membrane  arranged  in  folds  may  be  easily  mLstakeo 
for  a  tumor. 

Sraali  fragments  of  the  growth  may  be  dislodged,  which  at  once 
lenders  the  diagnosis  clear.  If  the  presence  of  stone  be  excluded 
and  the  diagnosis  be  still  in  doubt,  it  is  well  to  dilate  the  urethra 
with  Hegar's  dilators,  introduce  the  fingers,  make  a  careful  dig- 
ital exploration,  and  thus  arrive  at  definite  conclusions. 

Should  a  tumor  be  jiresent,  it  is  always  desirable  to  know  its 
nature,  whether  benign  or  malignant,  sessile  or  pedunculated,  local- 
ized or  diffuse.  A  small  piece  sliould  l)e  removed  for  mioro!*c*opical 
examination  by  snipping  it  off  with  scissors,  or  by  curettcment  with 
the  finger-nuil  or  an  ordinary  uterine  curette.  In  skilled  hands 
the  cystoscojye  may  render  a  diagnosis  easy,  and  It  is  in  these  cases 
that  this  instrument  has  done  its  most  brilliant  work. 

Prognosis. — t'ariiiioniH  of  the  bladder  is  invariably  fatal,  and 
terminates  the  patient's  life  in  from  six  to  eighteen  months.  Benign 
tumors,  if  removed  early,  are  usually  followed  by  recovery.  If, 
however,  they  are  allowed  to  remain  until  a  grave  cystitis  has  been 
induced  and  the  patient  has  become  pale  and  emaciated,  the  prog- 
nosis is  not  so  hopeful,  as  at  best  the  recovery  will  be  slow.  Pyone- 
phrosis, jmrulent  ureteritis,  or  hydronephrosis  may  have  resulted 
from  pres.sure  or  occlusion  of  the  ureters,  in  which  case  death  is 
the  most  likely  termination.  If  the  benign  tumor  be  thoroughly 
removed,  there  will  be  no  rt^turn.  In  many  cases  the  growth  recurs 
on  account  of  the  failure  in  complete  extirpation,  due  to  insu{>erable 
difficulties  from  the  impossibility  of  gaining  complete  access  to  all 
parts  of  the  bladder. 

Treatment. — There  are  tliree  avenues  of  apj)roach  for  the* 
removal  of  tumors  of  the  bladder — through  the  urethra,  through 
a  vaginal  incision,  or  through  a  suj)rapubic  incision.  The  first  it* 
always  to  be  jneferred  if  the  tumor  is  not  too  large. 

The  urethra  should  first  be  well  dilated  with  Hegar's  dilators, 
running  up  as  high,  in  carefully  watched  cases,  as  No.  23.     The 
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index  finger  may  now  l)e  introduoeil  and  tliti  bladtler  caretully 
explored.  If  tlie  tumor  be  pedunculated,  it  cuu  be  grasped  with 
artery  forceps  and  removed  by  torsion.  In  case  it  be  larger  and 
have  a  broad  base  or  pedicle,  the  ecraseur  may  be  employed  to 
crush  it  oft'.  In  some  cai>e8  the  tumor  may  be  caught  with  toothed 
forceps  and  brought  down  to  tlie  urethral  orifice,  where  its  pedicle 
can  be  transfixed  and  tied  off  and  the  mas*s  removed  with  scissors  or 
knife.  If  the  tumor  be  sessile  and  spread  out  over  the  raucous 
surface  as  a  velvety  growth,  it  i.s  well  to  resort  to  the  curette  or, 
as  has  been  i\ijnit  in  some  cases,  the  finger-nail.  Heuuirrhage  is 
rarely  free  or  persistent,  as  the  removal  of  the  villous  growth  with 
its  abumlance  of  delicate  blood-vessels  takes  away  the  source  of  hem- 
orrhage. If,  hovvever,  the  bleeding  persist,  the  bladder  may  be 
irrigated  with  warm  water,  and  if  this  does  not  control  it,  ihe  blad- 
der can  be  iilumiuated  ami  the  bleeding  point  touched  vvitli  .some 
styptic,  as  Jlousel's  solution.  Styptics  are  to  be  avoidetl  if  possible, 
as  they  cause  superficial  necrosis  and  firm  black  clots,  which  keep 
up  a  disagreeable  discharge  for  many  days.  The  introduction  of 
small  pieces  of  ice,  or  a  .'saturated  solution  of  boracic  aci<l,  or  pack- 
ing the  vagina  tightly  with  gauze,  with  counter-pressure  above  the 
pubes,  may  be  resorted  to  should  other  means  fail  to  control  the 
hemorrhage. 

If  the  tumor  l>e  too  large  for  removal  through  the  urethra,  vagi- 
nal cystotomy  (kolpo-cystotomy)  shouUl  be  performed.  The  ineision 
should  not  encroach  on  the  sphincter  vesicae,  although  its  division 
need  not  result  in  incontinence  of  urine  if  it  be  promptly  united. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  the  tumor  is  easily  removed,  as  the  operator 
gains  ready  access  to  its  site  through  the  vaginal  u])euing. 

If  the  tumor  be  malignant,  it  can  be  curetted  and  lightly  cauter- 
ized, which  will  greatly  alleviate  the  patient's  suffering. 

If  urination  is  painful  and  a  high  grade  of  cystitis  is  pre-ssent,  it 
is  best  not  to  close  the  vaginal  incision,  as  free  drainage  of  the  blad- 
der adds  greatly  to  the  patient's  comfort.  It  is  rarely  necessary  to 
resort  to  suprapubic  cystotomy  in  the  female  for  removal  of  tumors. 
Baker,  of  Boston,  makes  the  statement  that  suprapubic  cystotomy 
has  never  been  done  in  the  female  for  vesical  neoplasm. 

After  removal  of  the  growth  a  daily  douche  of  boracic  acid  (8 
to  12  gr.  to  the  ounce),  at  a  temperature  of  110"  F.,  may  be  given. 
In  this  waiy  the  bladder  is  cleareil  of  residual  urine  and  the  d^lbris 
thrown  off  from  the  gntuulating  surfaces.     The  urine   should  be 
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kept  bland  ami  unirritiiting  by  a  liberal  insjestion  of  lithia  or  other 
pure  water,  and  in  addition  potassium  citrate  or  boracic  and  benzoic 
acids  may  be  adniiuistereiJ.  Following  dilatiJtion  of  the  urethra  there 
will  be  urinary  incontinence  for  days,  and  even  weeks,  until  the  cir- 
cular muscles  regain  their  aiurmul  tonus.  If  the  patient  suffer  ex- 
cessively, ijelladouua,  iodoform,  or  opium  supj)ositories  may  be 
employed. 

If  the  vaginal  incision  be  closed  immediately  after  the  tumor  is 
removed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  catheterize  every  two  hours  for  the 
lir^t  iwcnty-fuur,  and  every  three  or  four  hours  thereafter.  A  self- 
retaining  catheter  is  not  necessary. 

Inversion  of  the  Bladder. — This  is  a  rare  affection,  and  but 
few  ease?*  are  rejiorted. 

The  protruiling  vesical  wall  !.s  readily  reiinced  if  not  strangu- 
lated, but  is  apt  to  re-descend  if  some  measure  is  not  instituted  to 
retain  it  in  position.  In  one  case  reported  the  protrusion  of  the 
invaginated  bladder  appeared  so  much  like  a  red  vascular  tumor  an 
to  cause  the  .surgeon  to  make  all  pre])aration  for  its  excision.  At 
the  hist  moment  the  orifice  of  a  ureter  was  discovered,  and  led  to 
the  proper  diagnosis. 

This  condition,  like  prolapsus  of  the  urethra  and  rectum,  is 
found  most  frctjuently  in  children.  It  is  usually  of  gradual  forma- 
tion, descending  .slow]}'  and  equably  dilating  the  urethra.  When 
the  bladder  first  appears  at  the  external  orifice  of  the  urethra,  it 
resembles  tlie  prolapsed  urethral  mucous  membrane;  later,  how- 
ever, it  becomes  larger  and  larger,  until  the  entire  organ  may 
protrude.  Violent  expidsive  efforts  of  any  kind  are  the  exciting 
causes. 

Symptoms. — Partial  prolapse  into  the  urethra  before  the  bladder 
appears  at  the  external  meatus  is  said  to  be  attended  by  symptoms  ^H 
similar  to  those  of  vesical  calculus.  A  more  extensive  prolajxsus  ^^ 
usually  gives  rise  to  expulsive  efforts  and  abdominal  pain  in  the 
adult,  but  in  children  it  is  usually  painless,  and  the  presence  of  the 
tumor  first  calls  attention  to  the  condition.  The  tumor  is  of  vary- 
ing size,  from  that  of  a  marble  to  that  of  an  orange. 

Di.\oxoaLs. — The  diagnostic  point  between  prolapsus  of  the 
urethra  and  bladder  is  the  continuation  of  the  prolapsed  mucoas 
membrane  in  the  former  with  the  vestibular  mucous  membrane.  In 
prolapsus  of  the  bladder  a  fine  probe  can  be  passed  into  the  urethra 
alongside  of  the  protruding  membrane,  while  the  same  maneuyer  is 
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not  possible  if  only  tlie  urethra  has  descended.  If  the  prolapsus  is 
marked,  the  ureteral  oriiice.s  may  appear  external  tu  the  meatus, 
•whea  the  urine  will  be  seen  flowing  from  their  orifices  in  little  jets. 
In  vesical  or  urethral  polyp  the  jxidicle  would  serve  to  diflerentiate 
these  two  conditions,  but  if  this  is  not  sufficient  for  diagnosis,  the 
polyp  can  be  returned  into  the  urethra;  if  reducible,  it  can  still  be 
felt  by  digital  examiuation,  while  such  would  imt  be  the  case  on 
reduction  of  the  prolapsed  bladder. 

Trelvtmext. — The  patient  should  be  placed  in  the  lithotomy 
jwsition,  and  the  bladder  returned  in  the  same  uianner  as  u  hernia 
is  reduced.  This  is  usually  elfeeted  witJi  great  ease,  but  the  prolapse 
may  return  of  its  own  accord  when  the  patient  assumes  the  recum- 
bent position. 

The  patient  should  rest  in  l>cd  for  at  least  one  week.  Often  there 
is  slight  or  no  relaxation  of  the  urethra;  in  such  ciises  little  is  indi- 
cated further  than  postural  treatment.  If  there  is  great  relaxation 
of  the  urethra,  with  incontinence  of  urine,  it  may  be  uecessary  to 
narrow  its  caliber  by  an  operation  through  the  urethro- vaginal 
septum.  This  may  be  accoujplished  by  means  of  the  linear  excision 
of  a  portion  of  the  urethral  wall,  followed  by  closure  with  sutures 
of  fine  silk  or  silkworm-gut.  Some  writers  recommend  linear 
cauterization  within  tlic  urethra,  thus  narrowing  the  caliber  by  the 
subsequent  formation  of  cic^itricial  tissue. 

In  all  cases  there  is  a  liability  to  permanent  ineoatinence. 

Diseases  of  the  Ureters. 

The  ureters  are  liable  to  ascending  di.sease  from  the  bhidder  or  to 
secondary  involvement  or  descending  disease  from  the  kidney ;  to 
intrinsic  disease,  which  begins  primarily  in  the  ureter  itself,  or, 
again,  to  involvement  between  its  renal  and  vesical  terminations  by 
continuity  from  the  disease  of  some  neighboring  organ. 

One  or  both  ureters  may  be  affected,  and,  according  as  one  or 
both  are  involved  and  to  the  gravity  of  the  affecliou,  the  prognosis 
varies.  A  serious  affection  of  both  ureters  is  incompatible  with 
long  life,  as  secondary  changes  sooner  or  later  occur  in  the  respect- 
ive kidney  or  kidneys  interfering  with  the  excretion  of  urea. 

Diseases  of  the  ureters  have  oidy  recently  begun  to  attract  that 
attention  which  their  importance  demands,  and  although  the  thera- 
peutic means  at  our  command  are  far  Iwhind  our  diagnostic  precision 
iu  the  female,  the  former  are  making  rapid  strides. 


lent  i'orma  of  inflammation  the  surrounding  connective  tissue  ia  ali»o 
involved  (peri-ureteritis).  The  normal  ureter  can  be  palpated  in 
four  cases  out  of  five  through  the  antero-laterul  wall  of  the  vagina 
in  its  upper  third,  where  it  is  felt  to  roll  under  the  finger  like 
a  small  soft  cord.  By  pressing  down  through  the  8Uf)erior 
strait  with  the  disengaged  hand  the  examination  is  oflen  greatly 
facilitated. 

An  enlarged  ureter  gives  the  sensation  to  the  finger  of  a  rigid 
cord,  or  even  of  a  lead-pencil.     It  is  always  very  sensitive  upon  pr«*- 
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sure,  whidi  usuully  |)ro(.hici'S  a  strong  desire  to  urinate ;  tlii^i  is 
e8|>eeially  cJiaracteris^tic  of  aficctioiis  in  tlie  lower  part  ul'  the  ureter. 
Behind  the  broad  liganieut  an  enlargeil  ureter  may  be  mistaken  for 
an  adherent  and  sensitive  ovary.  Back  of  this  point  the  normal 
nreter  cannot  l»  traced,  nnless  a  catheter  is  first  inserted  through 
the  bladtler  and  carried  up  to  the  pelvic  brim.     The  ureter  luay 
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then  be  readily  felt  u})on  the  catlieter  by  a  finger  introduced  into 
the  rectum.  An  enlarged  ureter  can  readily  be  felt/>cr  rectum  from 
the  broad  lif^ament  up  to  the  pelvic  brim.  The  course  of  Uie  ureter 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  pelvis  utsually  lies  to  the  inside  of  the 
internal  iliac  artery,  which  can  be  palpated.  It  occasionally  lies 
on  the  other  side  of  the  vessel.  The  only  point  at  which  the 
ureter  can  be  palpated  distinctly  in  the  abtiomen  is  over  the  brim 
of  the  superior  strait.     The  landmark   for  the  point  at  which  it 
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crosses  the  brim  is  located  by  first  making  deep  pressure  ujwn 
the  promontory  of  tlie  sacrum.  A  little  below  this  poiut,  and 
from  2.5  cm.  to  3  era.  on  either  side,  the  common  iliac  artery 
will  be  felt,  at  which  point  the  ureter  crosses  it  to  drop  into  the 

Fio.  356. 
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pelvic  cavity.      Above  this  point  an  inflamed   ureter  may  some^ 
times  be  located  by  a  line  of  tenderness  on  pressure. 

Sounding  and  Cktheterizing  the  Ureters. — A  sound  or  a  csilheter 
can  be  introduced  into  one  or  both  ureiters  in  the  following  mauiicr: 
The  patient  is  brought  with  her  buttocks  to  the  edge  of  tlie  tabIe^ 
the  logs  Mild  thighs  being  shiirply  flexed.  The  vulva  and  vagina  art' 
cleansed  wiili  soap  and  water.  The  urine  in  the  bladder  is  drawn 
ott'and  put  to  one  side.  The  bladder  is  then  injected  with  15()-300 
fcc.  of  a  methyl-blue  solution.  The  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina  is 
now  retracted  with  a  Sims  or  a  Simon  s]>eculum  which  exposes  the 
anterior  wall.     On  close  inspection  two  prominent  folds  will  be  seen 
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Bweeping  over  the  antf  rior  wall  about  liult'vvay  up,  and  out  to  the  sides 
on  to  the  latonil  walls  toward  the  cervix.  Tlie.^t-  are  tlu-  ureteral  folds, 
80  called  by  Pawlik,  the  pioneer  in  this  work.  Parallel  to,  and  just 
above  these  folds  the  ureters  are  to  be  sought.  One  of  Kelly's 
ureteral  sounds  is  now  taken  in  hand,  introduced  through  the  ure- 
thra into  the  bladder,  and  held  with  the  concavity  of  ita  extrera- 

Fjo.  357. 


Kelly's  Ureteral  Sonnda. 

ity  toward  the  floor  of  the  bladtler.  A  little  pressure  on  the  floor 
reveals  its  position  to  the  eye.  The  sound  is;  now  jjuided  with  a 
sweeping  motion  out  in  the  direction  of  the  ureteral  folds.  If  it 
catches  in  the  ureter,  the  soiiud  will  at  once  be  felt  to  have  a  deter- 
minate direction,  and  it  slips  on  backward  and  outward  toward  the 
posterior  pelvic  wall.      The  ureter  may  now  tie  palpated  on  the 

Fi(.,  .•1.'>.s. 


Kelly's  rrt'teral  ChIIk-UT" 

BOinid.  If  the  catheter  is  in  the  ureter,  after  wailing  a  few  luinutes 
the  urine  begins  to  flow,  drop  l>y  drop,  clear  ami  unmixed  with  the 
methyl  solution,  demonstrating  that  it  is  being  collected  at  a  point 
above  the  bladder. 

A  ureteral  .stricture  will  be  recognized  with  the  bougie,  sound,  or 
catheter' by  its  "bite."     Below  the  stricture  no  discharge  of  urine 
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will  take  plait-,  but  when  passed  above  it  u  large  quantity  of  urine 
flows  through  the  catheter  in  a  steady  stream  within  a  siiort  time 
(say  from  4(f-(>0  cc.  in  from  two  to  three  minutes),  thus  deuiuu- 
strating  the  presence  of  a  hydro-ureter. 

The  treatment  of  such  a  condition  is  dilatation  by  gnuhiateil 
bougies.     Stricture,  however,  is  rarely  an  unconiplicated  aflectiou. 

Stone  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ureter  may  Ije  felt  by  the  sound 
above  a  stricture,  or  even  as  low  down  as  the  vesictd  termination  of 

Fig.  3S9. 


OithcterlEiitlim  of  both  L'rctcrs.  LfftharH]  ula  -\  i'^  «nHitost  ciuanllly  i>f  nrim:  «<i-n.'hMl  i)iir<m« 
Klveii  mtorvsl ;  urine  I'lvar  Kiglil-hunJ  kI""-  -i.'.wiuk  much  smalk-r  <|uniillly  <>(  urine  •wcrvtMl ; 
urinu  (tliKwly,  IndicatJn);  the  duviisvtl  kii]nc-y  and  the  i-haracter  uf  the  dlM^aiW- 

the  ureter.  In  the  latter  situation  the  stone  may  be  recognized  by 
an  endoscope.  A  stone  as  low  down  as  this  may  be  extracted  by  a 
pair  of  forceps  introduced  througli  the  urethra.  A  stone  located 
higher  up  may  be  enucleatetl,  after  locating  it  by  means  of  the  souiul 
and  by  toucli,  througli  an  incision  in  theantero-lateral  wall  or  in  the 
vault  of  the  vaginn.  The  incision  should  be  closed  at  onco  with 
silkwonn-gnt  and   fine  silk  sutures. 

Cancer  of  tlie  ureter  almost  invariably  extends  from  the  bladder, 
occluding  it.s  lumen  and  producing  uremia. 

Cancer  of  the  uterus  extending  out  into  the  broad  ligaments  cotn- 
monly  involves  the  ureters  by  pressure,  producing  hydro-ureter, 
hydronephrosis,  nephritis,  and  finally  death  from  uremic  poisoning. 
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Ureteritis  or  an  interstitial  thickening  of  the  fibrous  coat  of  the 
ureter  is  sometimes  found  without  apparent  cause.  The  ureter 
feels  like  a  distinct  thickened  cord,  tender  to  pressure.  Its  lumen 
is  encroached  upon  and  the  symptoms  of  stricture  soon  supervene. 
Attempts  should  be  made  to  dilate  the  ureter  with  sounds.  If 
one  side  is  affected  in  its  advanced  stages,  the  kidney  may  call  for 
removal.  If  both  sides  are  affected,  an  opening  may  be  made  in 
each  loin,  draining  the  pelvis  of  the  kidneys,  and  thus  prolong- 
ing life. 


AFTER-TREATMENT  IN  GYNECOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS. 


Abdominal  Section. 

The  importance  of  this  whole  subject  is  realized  by  every  sur- 
geon engaged  in  the  practice  of  gynecological  operations,  and  the 
want  of  some  convenient  literature  to  which  reference  may  be  made 
haa  often  been  deplored. 

There  are  certain  well-defined  principles  which  may  be  followed 
in  conducting  the  after-treatment  of  a  patient  upon  whom  an  al>dom- 
inal  section  has  been  performed,  but  concerning  the  details  of  any 
given  case,  the  surgeon  must  be  governed  in  great  measure  by  the 
conditions  as  they  arise.  These  conditions  may  beat  be  met  and 
overcome  by  carrying  oat  the  principles  to  be  enunciated,  and  by 
deviating  from  thera  only  when  an  emergency  arises;  even  then 
keeping  well  in  view  the  general  objects  to  be  obtained. 

Rest. — When  the  patient  leaves  the  operating  table  rest  is  to  be 
the  first  consideration — rest  for  the  body,  rest  for  the  mind  ;  the  lat- 
ter can  only  be  attained  siuiultaneously  with  the  first.  The  woman 
shouUl  be  placed  upon  her  back,  and  kept  in  that  powition  for  ihe 
first  few  days  or  until  her  bowels  have  lieen  moved.  If  a  drainage-, 
tube,  especially  a  glass  one,  has  been  employed,  she  must  remain  in 
this  position  until  it  is  removed.  While  upon  her  back  the  knee^ 
may  be  drawn  up  or  tlie  legs  extended,  as  is  most  comfortable  for 
her.  She  will  frequently  desire  a  change  of  their  position,  which 
should  always  be  made  by  the  nurse.  While  the  knees  are  drawn 
up  they  are  to  be  supported  by  a  pillow  inserted  under  them,  so  88 
to  remove  the  .strain  incident  upon  the  um.scular  efibrt  ueoessary 
to  keep  them  in  position  if  left  to  themselves.  It  is  never  to  be 
forgotten  that  when  a  patient  lies  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time  in  any  one  position  every  crease  or  wrinkle  in  the  bed-linen 
becomes  a  source  of  annoyance,  if  not  of  great  discomfort.  The 
woman  is  intensely  uncomfortable,  and  is  suffering  considerably 
from  pain  at  the  best,  and  every  possible  added  source  of  discotn- 
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fort  must  be  removed.  She  is  sure  to  suffer  a  great  deal  of  pain 
and  discomfort  as  the  result  of  her  operation,  and  if  kept  on  her 
back  she  naturally  attributes  all  the  di^scurnfort  to  the  position, 
when  in  reality  it  in  not  so.  It  should  be  one  of  the  chief  objects 
of  the  nurse  from  the  tirst  to  keep  both  the  bed-gown  and  the  sheets 
under  the  patient's  back  perfectly  smooth.  A  woman  will  beg  hard 
to  be  allowed  t(i  turn,  if  only  for  a  moment,  when,  if  her  clothing  and 
the  bed-sheets  are  smoothed  out  and  her  pillows  shaken  uj),  she  will 
be  rendered  fairly  coraforUible,  and  will  remain  so  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  time.  This  absolute  rest  upon  the  back  is  desirable 
for  a  number  of  reasons:  If  she  is  allowed  a  little  liberty,  she  will 
toss  and  turn  about,  hoping  to  find  relief  first  in  one  position,  then 
in  another,  only  to  fail ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  a  ligature  which  has 
been  loosely  placed  or  which  encircles  an  especially  large  pedicle 
is  unable  to  witliHtand  the  tension  it  is  placed  under,  and  bleeding 
begins — possibly  only  slight  in  amount,  but  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
kill.  When  a  drainage-tube  is  used,  if  made  of  glass,  it  is  very 
likely  to  become  broken,  and  if  of  any  other  material,  displaced. 
The  stomach,  which  is  already  irritable,  becomes  worse,  and  the 
vomiting  is  not  so  quickly  controlled.  Every  movement  causes 
the  patient  pain,  and  if  the  edges  of  the  abdominal  wound  are  not 
closely  coapted,  they  are  apt  to  become  displaced,  as  are  also  the 
dressings.  The  pulse  is  always  more  steady  with  the  patient  in  the 
dorsal  position, 

Vomiling. — Rest  must  not  only  be  obtained  for  the  body  but 
also  for  the  stomach.  The  anesthetic  has  rendered  that  organ 
80  irritable  that  the  slightest  disturbance  causes  it  to  reject 
anything  it  may  contain.  The  retching  and  vomiting  follow- 
ing abdominal  section  are  exaggerated  over  and  above  tliat  from 
simple  anesthesia.  The  symptom  is  to  be  treated  by  rest,  pure  and 
simple.  Under  any  circumstiinces  the  organ  will  remain  irritable 
until  the  effect  of  the  anesthetic  has  worn  away,  and  drugs  will  not 
improve  its  condition  materially  :  it  will  be  extremely  fortunate  if 
tliey  do  not  render  it  worse.  The  treatment  of  the  vomiting  cou- 
eists  in  allowing  the  stomach  to  remain  quiet.  This  is  best  accom- 
plished by  withholding  drugs,  stimulants,  food,  or  water.  Abso- 
lutely nothing  shonld  be  allowed  to  pa.ss  the  patient's  lips  until  the 
vomiting  has  ceased,  which  will  generally  be  within  from  twelve  to 
twenty  hours.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  administer  nourishment 
during  this  time,  rectal  enemata  may  be  used;  however,  the  patient 
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usually  does  very  well  without  either  nourishment  or  stimulants 
for  several  days. 

Drink. — It  is  well  to  withhold  fluids  until  the  vomiting  ha« 
entirely  ceased,  and  then  to  administer  them  only  in  small  quantities. 
They  should  be  begun  by  allowing  a  small  spoonful  of  hydrant-  or 
soda-water  every  fifteen  minutes,  testing  the  ability  of  the  stomach  to 
retitiu  and  absorb  it,  and  gradually  increasing  the  quantity  until 
within  twelve  hours  the  patient  is  taking  an  ounce  each  hour.  The 
mouth  may  be  moistened  and  cleansed  during  the  interval  of  vom- 
iting immediately  succeeding  the  operation,  by  the  aid  of  a  wet  cloth 
on  the  finger  of  the  nurse.  Should  the  thirst  become  intolerable 
during  this  period,  it  may  be  relieved  by  administering  an  enema 
of  two  or  three  ounces  of  hot  water  at  intervals  of  four  houra.] 
The  habit  of  giving  ice  by  the  mouth  is  bad  and  should  be 
avoided.  The  cold  water  accumulates  in  the  already  over- irritated 
stomach,  which  is  in  no  condition  to  absorb,  until  it  finally 
is  rejected,  in  the  meanwhile  having  rendered  the  patient  more 
uncomfortable.  The  intense  thirst  created  by  the  withholding  of 
drink  is  a  great  desideratum,  as  the  blood-vessels,  being  unable  to 
satisfy  their  demand  for  fluids  from  the  stomach,  draw  upon  the 
serum  and  blood  which  have  accumulated  in  the  pelvis.  An 
amount  of  septic  matter  of  which  the  peritoneum  might  readily 
dis])ose  may  cause  a  septic  peritonitis  and  death  if  it  csni  find  .*!0 
favorable  a  medium  in  which  to  develop  as  is  afforded  by  thi* 
accumulated  bloody  serum. 

Food. — For  the  same  reasou  that  it  is  unwise  to  give  drink  it  i» 
best  to  withhold  food.  The  stomach  will  not  retain  it  until  it  has 
recovered  from  the  irritation  of  the  ether :  even  should  f<x)d  lie 
retained,  it  will  accumulate  and  remain  unabsorlx-d,  the  addi-d 
irritiition  of  its  presence  causing  an  excessive  pouring-out  of  gastric 
juice  and  considerable  discomfort  to  the  patient.  In  addition^ 
purgatives  will  not  act  so  readily  wlien  administered  together  with 
food,  and  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  bowels  move  as  soon  after  an 
operation  Jis  possible.  If  food  lay  on  the  stomach  for  any  length 
of  time,  decomposition  sets  in  and  flatulence  is  induced.  Food  may 
be  safely  withheld  for  forty-eight  hours  excepting  in  unusual 
wlien,  if  it  be  retjuired,  it  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  enemata:'^ 
stimulants  may  be  administered  in  the  same  manner  when  indicatcil. 
When  the  stomach  has  shown  itself  thoroughly  tolerant  to  drink, 
it  is  then  time  to    begin    to  offer  the   patient  fluid    nourishment. 
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JJutteriiiilk  is  most  aoceptable  to  the  mnjorify  of  women.  It 
phoul*]  Ui  given  in  small  quaniitieo  often  reiiecited,  half  an  ounce 
every  hour  or  two,  testing  the  capability  of  the  stomach  to  retain 
and  digest  it.  It  is  not  wise  to  attempt  too  much  in  the  way  of 
feetliiis;  nntil  the  pnrgatives  Iiave  gotten  well  under  way.  Milk. 
unk's.s  pi'edige8tetl,  is  not  a  good  food  for  this  chLs.s  of  patients  ;  it 
almost  invariably  causae.'?  the  formation  nf  flutns.  Beef-tea  or  beef- 
extracts  may  be  alternated  with  the  btittermilk.  Soups  or  broths 
of  any  kind  may  be  .substituted  as  the  patient  tire.*;  of  one  or  the 
other.  In  fact,  any  article  of  soft  diet  which  is  suitable  for  the 
sick-room  nuiy  be  of  service,  the  greater  the  variety  the  better. 
As  soon  as  the  bowels  have  been  opened,  usually  in  about  forty- 
eight  hours,  the  patient's  appetite  begins  to  assert  itself,  and  where 
before  she  took  what  was  offered  hor  under  jn-otest,  she  will  now 
begin  to  enjoy  what  she  is  given.  It  is  at  this  time  perfectly  safe 
to  consult  her  ap|>etite ;  anything  that  she  fancies  may  be  given 
lier.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  for  the  first  four  days  after  the  operation 
she  will  want  little  but  soft  or  semi-soft  food,  but  if  after  tlie  bmvels 
are  opened  she  wishes  solid  food,  it  c-an  do  no  harm  to  allow  her 
lo  have  it,  She  has  l»«en  starved  for  three  or  four  days;  now  feed 
her  generously.  There  are  exceptions  to  this,  but  they  will  be 
note<l  in  their  proper  places. 

Purgatives. — It  is  imperative  to  obtain  a  movement  of  the  bowels 
at  as  early  a  date  after  operation  as  possible.  The  condition  of  the 
bowels  and  pulse  is  the  surest  indication  of  the  progress  of  the 
patient.  If  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  or  sixty  hours  a  good  and 
satisfactory  movement  of  the  bowels  has  been  obtained,  and  the 
pulse  be  below  1(H)  beats  to  the  minute,  the  patient  is  convalescent. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  bowels  remain  unmoved  in  spite  of  all 
efforts  to  open  them,  tympany  begins  to  apj>ear,  and  the  pulse 
slowly  rises  to  the  neighborhood  of  120  beats  to  the  minute  or 
higher,  it  is  a  serious  matter  for  the  patient.  The  one  hope  under 
these  circumstances  is  to  get  the  intestinal  canal  open,  and  it  is  at 
times  astounding  to  note  the  great  change  for  the  better  which  takes 
place  when  this  ha.s  l)een  satisfactorily  accomplished.  The  distress 
incident  to  the  distension  will  have  disappeared,  the  vomiting  will 
have  ceased,  the  pulse  will  have  dropped  to  the  neighborlnwd  of  nor- 
mal, the  anxious  expression  of  the  face  will  have  cleared  away,  and 
the  patient  will  look  and  express  herself  as  feeling  very  much  better 
in  all  respects.     The  alteration  is  that  of  complete  change  from  an 
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appearance  aiui  condition  of  extreme  distre*>s  aud 'suffering  to  one 
of  absolute  contentiiieut  and  comfort.  Twelve  or  fourteen  hours 
after  the  operation,  or  as  soon  as  the  vomiting  has  ceased,  calomel 
in  grain  doses,  to  be  repeated  each  liour,  should  be  given  until  eight 
or  ten  doses  have  been  taken  :  this  should  be  followed  by  a  Seid- 
litz  powder  or  a  teaspoonful  of  Rnchelle  or  Epsom  salts  every  two 
hours  until  the  desired  effect  is  accomplished.  As  soou  as  flatus  is 
passed  or  the  saline  is  rejected,  a  large  enema  of  hot  soapsuds,  a 
quart  or  more,  containing  a  tablespoonful  of  turpentine,  sliould  be 
given :  the  enema  may  be  rejieated  at  intervals  of  two  or  three 
hours  if  necessary.  Calomel  will  be  retained  upon  the  stomach 
when  everything  else  is  rejected,  but  there  must  be  a  limit  to  the 
adniinistmtirm  of  this  drug,  else  the  patient  will  Ixjcome  salivated. 
A  stonjaeh  which  is  ejecting  everything  will  become  settled  when 
the  calomel  is  begun.  If  the  magnesia  salt<*  are  not  retained,  some 
other  form  of  drug  will  have  to  be  used,  such  as  compound  licorice 
powder,  or,  in  desperate  cases,  even  croton  oil.  When  the  bowels 
have  not  responded  to  treatment  by  the  end  of  the  third  day  after 
operation  and  the  pulse  has  gradually  risen  to  180  beats  or  more,  it 
is  the  exceptional  case  which  recovers:  such  patients  are  generally 
dead  by  the  end  of  the  fourth  day.  Efforts  to  oiitain  the  desired 
result  should  not  cease  until  the  ca.se  is  clearly  hopeless.  If  the 
bowels  do  respond,  even  apparently  desi>erate  cases  at  times  rally 
quickly,  and  are  convalescent  in  a  few  hours.  The  depletion  of 
the  blood-ves.sels  incident  to  the  purgation  is  another  factor  in  caus- 
ing the  absorption  of  the  bloody  serum  in  the  jieritoneal  cavity,  and 
for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  it  is  desirable  to  secure  a  number  of 
watery  stools.  A  daily  movement  should  be  secured  subsequently. 
Should  any  of  the  intestines  become  injured  during  the  course 
of  the  operation,  and  there  is  danger  of  fecal  extravasation,  absolute 
rest  must  be  olvtained  for  the  bowels  until  such  time  as  Nature  may 
protect  the  dangerous  point  with  peritoneal  lymph  aud  adhesions. 
Under  these  circumstances  morphia  may  be  administered  hypoder- 
matically  in  quarter-grain  doses  repeated  sufficiently  often  lo  keep 
the  intestines  quiet.  Three  or  four  doses  in  the  twenty-four  hours 
will  answer  the  purpose:  possibly  opium  suppositories  of  one  grain 
each,  repeated  at  intervals  of  six  or  eight  hours,  would  answer 
Just  as  well  or  better.  The  opiate,  in  addition  to  helping  to 
inhibit  the  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestines  and  tending  to  prevent 
the  natural  secretions  in  the  gut,  allays  the  irritability  of  the  stomach 


AFTER-TREATMENT  IN  GYNECOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS.    665 


aiul  prevents  retching  or  vomiting  until  sucli  time  us  the  adhesions 
Hjul  lymph  have  become  strong  enough  to  otfer  the  necessary  resist- 
ance. Shouhl  vomiting  occur  iluving  the  first  few  days,  almost  cer- 
tainly will  the  intestinal  couteuts  be  forced  through  the  light  barrier 
formed  by  the  lymph  and  into  the  jielvic  and  abdominal  cavity. 
No  effort  sh<uild  be  made  to  move  the  bowels  for  at  leat;i  four  days 
after  opei-ation,  when  small  doses  of  magnesium  sulphate  or  castor  oil 
may  be  administered^  followed  by  an  enema  of  soap  and  liot  water 
as  soon  as  the  patient  feels  a  tendency  for  the  bowels  to  move. 
Great  care  should  always  be  observed  in  such  cases  in  giving  the 
enemu  that  the  bowels  be  not  over-dis^tended,  else  irreparable 
damage  may  re.sult.  If  the  injury  has  been  to  the  small  intestine, 
it  will  have  been  repaired  with  stitches  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 
and  little  difference  need  be  observed  in  the  after-treatment  except 
that  purgatives  should  not  be  l)egun  until  the  eml  of  the  second  or 
third  day.  Not  much  harm  can  occur  from  an  injury  so  high  up. 
Where  the  damage  is  to  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  or  to 
the  rectum,  as  is  most  generally  the  case,  it  is  so  low  down  in  the 
pelvis  that  the  sutures  cannot  be  satisfactorily  or  safely  placed,  and 
unless  great  care  is  observed,  irretrievable  damage  may  be  done 
when  the  bowels  are  allowed  to  open.  It  is  not  a  good  plan  to 
allow  the  intestine  to  remain  quiescent  for  too  long  a  time,  else  the 
colon  and  rectum  will  become  filled  with  scybalous  masses  which 
may  prevent  closure  of  a  laceration  or  may  tear  it  open  after  it  is 
partially  healed.  When  the  bowels  have  once  moved  they  should 
be  opened  daily,  if  not  acting  naturally,  by  a  laxative  or  an  enema. 
Bladder. — Should  it  become  necessary,  the  urine  may  be  with- 
drawn with  the  aid  of  a  catheter.  It  is  only,  however,  when  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  catheter  should  be  used.  If  a  proper 
length  of  time  is  allowed  to  lapse  after  the  operation,  most 
patients  will  void  their  own  urine,  antl,  having  once  done  so,  there 
will  be  no  further  necessity  for  the  u-se  of  the  instrument.  If  the 
bladder  is  once  relieved  artilicially,  it  is  most  likely  that  it  will 
be  again  demanded  by  the  patient,  and  if  the  temptation  be  yielded 
t^)  a  few  times,  it  will  be  difficult  to  break  up  the  habit.  It  is  best, 
if  possible,  to  force  the  patient  to  pass  her  own  urine  from  the 
start,  and  if  she  is  watched  carefully  for  any  untoward  symptoms, 
the  urine  may  be  allowed  to  accumulate  for  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
hours  if  necessary,  the  patient  being  offered  the  bed-pan  occasionally 
during  this  interval,  and  every  effort  being  made  to  aid  her  in  her 
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endeavors  to  aceomplish  the  act  of  urination.  A  small  stream  of 
warm  water  squeezed  from  a  sponge,  if  allowed  to  run  down  over 
the  meatus  at  times,  aecoinplishet!  the  result.  When  the  catheter  is 
used,  tlie  greatest  care  sliould  he  taken  that  the  bladder  is  not  in- 
fected. The  instrument  should  he  prefeiably  a  soft-rublK*r  one, 
and  sliould  be  antiseptically  cle^u.  It  shouhl  iiave  been  prepared 
by  being  immersed  in  boiling  water,  washed  in  a  bichloride-of- 
mercury  or  carboHc-aoid  solution,  and  kept  until  needed  in  alcohol. 
It  should  never  be  u.sed  without  fully  exposing  the  parts.  The 
patient's  knees  being  well  drawn  up  and  separated,  the  labia  are 
drawn  apart  with  tlie  finger  of  one  hand  and  the  meatus  exposed 
to  view.  The  parts  are  thoroughly  cleansed  with  a  piece  of  cotton 
wet  with  a  earbolic-aoid  or  bic!doride-of-raercury  solution,  and  the 
point  of  the  catheter  introduced  directly  into  the  meatus  without 
being  allowed  to  come  in  contact  with  any  of  the  parts.  Thus. 
and  only  thus,  can  the  patient's  bladder  be  ensured  against  infec- 
tion. A  cystitis  at  this  stage  of  the  convalescence  will  often  give 
rise  to  serious  symptoms  and  an  immense  de^l  of  discomforu  to 
say  nothing  of  danger  to  the  patient. 

If  during  the  operation  the  bladder  has  been  injured  or  torn 
open,  whether  it  has  been  sutured  or  not,  the  after-management  of 
the  urine  must  differ  somewhat  from  that  which  is  usual.  If  under 
these  circumstances  the  organ  is  allowed  to  become  distended, 
there  is  apt  to  be  leakage  at  the  point  of  injury  between  the 
sutures,  or  if  only  the  outer  coats  of  its  walls  have  been  torn  airay 
in  separating  adhesions,  a  rupture  might  readily  occur  at  this 
point  were  the  urine  not  removed  for  fifteen  or  twenty  hours.  Il 
should  always  be  arranged  in  case  of  such  injuries  that  there  be  no 
accumulation  allowed.  A  soft-rubber  catheter  may  be  left  in  the 
bladder  permanently,  by  means  of  which  the  contents;  can  be  con- 
voyed into  a  vessel  over  the  si<le  of  the  lied,  through  a  long  piece 
of  drainage  tubing  attached  to  the  end  of  the  catheter;  or,  better 
still,  a  self-retaining  female  catheter  may  be  utilized  for  this  par- 
pose.  Three  or  four  days  will  be  sufficient  for  its  use,  after  which 
the  patient  may  be  catheterized  five  or  six  times  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  the  use  of  the  instrument  becoming  gradually  less  frequent, 
until  in  a  week  or  ten  days  it  may  be  omitted  aluigetlier.  If  dur- 
ing the  convalescence  cystitis  should  develop,  it  becomes  neceegarj 
to  treat  it  promptly.  A  careful  inspection  of  tiie  methods  of  cathe- 
terization should  be  made,  and  rectified  if  found  foultv.     The  vast 
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majority  of  csises  arise  from  this  source.  Diuretics  should  be  ad- 
ministered freely,  provided  the  stomach  has  readied  tlie  state 
when  it  can  bear  them. 

If  the  cystitis  develops  within  the  first  day  or  two,  before 
the  bowels  are  thoroughly  opened,  all  internal  medication  is 
better  withheld  for  the  time  and  local  treatment  de]»ende<l  upou. 
In  any  event,  most  reliance  must  be  placed  upou  the  local 
management,  irrigating  the  bladder  twice  daily  with  a  mild 
antiseptic  solution,  and  seeing  that  no  residual  urine  remains  to 
undergo  decomposition.  A  warm  solution  of  jtermangaiuite  of 
potash,  not  suflicieiitly  strong  to  cause  burning,  may  be  passed 
into  the  bladder  until  the  patient  complain  of  the  distress.  This  is 
accomplished  by  the  aid  of  a  soft-rubber  catheter  with  a  piece  of  long 
rubber  tubing  attached,  terminating  at  the  opposite  end  in  a  small 
funnel.  The  funnel  is  elevated,  and  tlie  fluid  allowed  to  cuter  the 
bladder  tlirough  the  introduced  catheter,  by  the  force  of  gravity. 
As  soon  as  tlie  woman  complains  of  much  pain,  the  funnel  may  be 
depressed  into  a  vessel  resting  on  the  floor,  and  the  solution  allowed 
to  siphon  away.  The  action  of  the  residual  urine  will  have  decom- 
posed the  permanganate  of  potiish  in  the  solution,  and  it  will  return 
almost  the  color  of  ordinary  water.  It  is  then  necessary  to  refill 
the  bladder  with  a  fresh  solution,  in  order  that  the  unaltered  drug 
may  come  in  contact  with  the  inflamed  and  suppurating  walls.  After 
a  few  washings  the  patient  will  become  more  comfortable  and  the 
cure  will  be  accomplished  (juickly.  The  urine  in  the  mean  while 
must  bti  rendered  as  nearly  neutral  as  j>ossible. 

If  there  is  preexisting  kidney  disease,  symptoms  of  uremia  mny 
develop  after  the  operation.  The  quantity  of  urine  voideil  sjhould 
be  carefully  noted  and  this  symptom  anticipated  :  following  the  ope- 
ration, the  quantity  of  urine  secreted  during  the  first  few  days  is 
always  small,  and  due  allowance  must  be  made  for  this.  The  treat- 
ment of  this  complication  will  be  similar  to  that  of  uremia  under 
any  other  circumstHuces.  If  it  once  develops,  the  patient  is  usually 
lost,  although  an  occasional  case  is  saved  by  prompt  action.  Purga- 
tion, diuretics,  heat,  and  locid  bleeding  are  all  indicated,  and  must 
be  applied  promptly  if  any  good  is  to  be  derived  from  them.  Cro- 
ton  oil  for  purgation,  cocaine  for  diuresis,  leeches  and  cujiping  over 
the  kidneys  for  bleeding,  and  dry  heat  applied  about  the  parts,  are 
the  cliief  remedies  to  meet  the  indications. 

Baihiriy. — Bathing  is  an  important  element  in  the  comfort  of  an 
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operative  case,  and  sliould  be  begun  as  soon  after  operation  as  pos- 
sible. The  bowels  will,  in  a  normal  case,  be  opened  by  the  end  of 
forty-eight  or  sixty  hours.  As  soon  after  this  as  the  patient  has  had 
time  to  rest  a  while  and  regain  a  slight  amount  of  strength,  there 
being  always  a  period  of  a  few  hours  of  weakness  after  the  purga- 
tion, a  warm  sponge-buth  may  be  safely  given.  The  end  of  the 
third  twenty-four  hours  is  about  the  usual  time  for  tliis  first  general 
bath  :  from  the  very  first  the  hands,  arras,  neck,  face,  and  legs  should 
have  been  frequently  bathed.  From  this  time  a  daily  sponge-bath 
of  warm  water,  followed  by  alcohol,  is  to  be  given.  The  amount 
of  comfort  derived  from  this  procedure  is  indescribable,  and,  if  due 
care  be  taken  not  to  chill  the  patient,  not  the  slightest  harm  can 
come  of  it.  The  hair  and  teeth  should  receive  attention  from  the 
very  first. 

Flatulence. — This  symptom  is  the  most  distressing  one  met  with 
in  the  after-treatment  of  abdominal  surgery.  It  accompanies,  more 
or  less,  all  cases,  although  in  a  very  great  many  the  amount  is  so 
slight  that  it  is  hardly  noticed  and  requires  no  special  attention 
Where  the  woman's  life  is  seriously  threatened  and  she  is  eventually 
going  to  die,  it  is  usually  at  its  worst,  and  practically  nothing  van 
be  done  for  its  relief. 

Flatulence  itself  is  capable  of  killing,  and  almost  to  the  last 
it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  or  not  there  is  a  chance  of 
saving  the  patient:  for  this  reason  there  should  be  no  cessation 
in  the  efforts  for  its  dissipation.  Usually  it  does  not  appear 
for  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  where  the  bowels  are  opened  at  the  end  of  forty-eight 
hours,  it  is  permanently  relieved.  This  being  true,  the  great  effort 
for  its  relief  should  be  in  the  direction  of  securing  a  movement  of 
the  bowels.  That  form  of  flatulence  which  appears  within  twelve 
hours  after  the  operation  is  usually  easily  dealt  with,  and  in  itself 
has  no  great  significance  and  need  give  no  particular  alarm.  It  is 
the  variety  wliicli  begins  to  show  itself  toward  the  end  of  the 
second  twenty-four  hours,  which  is  accompanied  with  a  reftisal  of 
the  bowels  to  move,  together  with  a  quickening  and  weak  pulse, 
which  is  to  be  dreaded  :  it  most  frequently  means  septic  peritonitis 
and  death.  Little  in  the  way  of  drugs,  excepting  purgatives,  i« 
worth  administering.  Large  rectal  eneraata  of  water  an<l  turpen- 
tine, and  the  rectal  tube  introduced  and  at  times  allowed  to  remain 
in  situ,  will  in  some  cases  give  relief.     This  is  not  very  great,  how- 
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ever,  uml  tlie  practice  has  more  tbeoretical  than  practiciil  value. 
Puucturiug  the  intestiues  through  the  abJomiiiu!  wall  is  never 
justifiable :  if  it  is  thought  desirable  to  attempt  to  relieve  the  disten- 
sion by  this  source,  a  small  incision  should  be  made  in  the  abdom- 
inal wall,  a  knuckle  of  gut  caught  up,  opened,  and  either  stitched 
to  the  abdominal  wall  or  else  closed  by  a  few  sutures  when  the 
opening  has  accomplished  its  object.  The  same  thing  might  readily 
be  done  through  the  original  incision  by  removing  a  stitch  or  two 
and  separating  the  edges  of  the  wound  quickly  with  a  finger.  The 
whole  {)rocedure  can  be  carried  out  with  the  patient  lying  in  bed  and 
without  an  anesthetic.  It  is  rare  that  anything  can  be  hoped  for 
from  this  direction,  however,  and  it  is  seldom  worth  considering. 
Usually  the  result  would  be  that  only  a  single  coil  of  intestine 
would  be  emptied,  and  nothing  particular  would  be  accomplished. 
The  storaach-purap  is  a  valuable  aid  in  some  of  tliese  cases, 
especially  where  the  distension  appears  quite  prominent  in  the 
epigastric  region.  Large  quantities  of  fluids  and  air  may  be 
occasionally  removed  by  its  aid,  an<l  the  distressed  expression  on 
a  patient's  face  will  clear  up  almost  instantly  after  its  successful 
use.  After  the  first  application  the  patient  will  in  a  few  hours  beg 
for  a  repetition,  so  great  has  been  the  relief  obtained. 

As  a  matter  of  fiict,  unless  the  bowels  can  be  gotten  to  move  we 
can  do  little  to  permanently  relieve  this  symptom,  and  even  in  those 
cases  of  sepsis  in  which  the  bowels  have  responded  to  the  purgatives 
and  enemata  in  a  more  or  less  satisfactory  nnmner,  the  relief  from 
the  flatulence  is  not  great,  nor  is  it  permanent,  returning  in  a  few 
hours,  with  the  bowels  obstinately  constipated.  At  times,  when 
nothing  else  will  answer  the  purpose,  turning  the  patient  on  the 
side  will  bring  about  the  desired  result. 

The  causes  of  flatulence  are  varied.  Too  early  administration 
of  fofid  where  the  stomach  is  so  irritable  that  it  does  not  perform 
its  function  of  dig6?stion  and  absorjjtion,  is  a  common  cause.  Milk, 
especially,  of  all  foods,  is  most  likely  to  favor  its  formation. 

It  invariably  accompanies  se|>sis,  in  which  case  it  is  most  stubborn. 
Handling  the  intestines  during  the  operation  is  sup|X)sed  to  be 
a  common  cause,  but  at  times  it  is  likely  to  follow  in  cises  where 
the  intestines  have  not  been  seen  or  have  been  handled  the  minimum 
amount,  and  at  other  times,  when  there  have  been  partial  evisceration 
and  severe  handling,  even  to  the  placing  of  stitches  in  the  intestinal 
walls,  there  is  no  flatulence  following  the  procedure.    The  real  cause 
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Ill'  Hatulence  is  unknown,  and  its  treatment  is  most  unsatisfactory, 
except  where  the  bowels  can  be  gotten  to  move,  when,  as  a  rule, 
it  disappears. 

Drainatjc-iube. — ^The  care  of  the  drainage-tube  is  one  of  the  moet 
importnnt  parts  of  the  after-lreatnient.  Shoiihl  the  tube  be  made 
ufgUisH,  each  lime  it  is  cleaned  the  nurse  or  phy.sician  is  practii^Uy 
dealing  with  an  open  wound,  ami  just  as  great  care  should  be  tnani- 
fested  in  its  cleansing  as  is  done  ut  the  operation  itself:  for  the  first 
few  days  tlie  daii<i;er  of  infection  is  just  as  great.  Should  the  tube- 
track  become  infected  at  this  time,  the  ciiauces  are  largely  in  favor 
of  a  septic  peritonitis  and  death  ;  if  the  infection  takes  place  later, 
when  Nature  has  thrown  out  enough  lymph  to  protect  the  peritoneal 
aivity,  a  sup{>nrating  j>elvis  may  \m  the  woi'st  result.  Under  any 
circunistanct's  infection  is  dangerous:  if  it  does  not  end  in  death,  it 
generally  terminates  in  a  fistula,  which  is  more  or  less  stubborn  in 
healing.  In  litaning  a  glass  drainage-tube  it  is  necessary  to  pass  a 
lung-noz/.K'«l  syringe  to  the  bottom  of  the  tube  in  order  to  suck 
up  the  serum  aiul  blood  which  have  accumulated  in  the  |>elvta. 
The  syring*^  itself  may  be  infected  and  carry  the  poison  into  tlie 
pelvis,  or  it  may  become  infected  as  it  passes  the  mouth  of  the 
tube.  At  each  tube-cleaning  the  hands  should  be  well  washed 
with  soap  and  water  and  disinfected  with  a  bichloride-of-mercury 
solution.  Clean  towels  should  be  placed  about  the  tube,  and  the 
dressings  over  its  mouth  removed,  so  as  to  expose  the  open- 
ing. The  syringe  should  be  immersed  in  boiling  water  and 
the  barrel  filled  and  refilled  several  times ;  it  is  then  to  be  filled 
and  refilled  several  times  with  a  bichloride-of-raerctiry  solntion 
(1 :  KKK))  ;  from  this  solution  it  is  to  be  passed  again  into  hot  water 
and  the  mercurial  washe<l  away,  when  it  is  ready  for  use.  The  point 
of  the  syringe  is  jiassed  to  the  bottom  of  the  tube,  and  then  with- 
drawn about  a  quarter  or  half  an  inch,  so  that  when  the  piston  is 
drawn  the  fluids  in  the  pelvis  will  be  sucked  up,  but  not  the  tiame 
of  the  pelvis.  If  any  clots  or  shreds  of  tissue  remaiu  iu  the  prf- 
vis,  the  suction  will  draw  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  noszle,  when  by 
keeping  up  the  suction  they  may  readily  be  withdrawn.  Tlie  syringe 
is  to  be  used  until  the  tube  is  [>erfectly  dry.  After  using  the  .syringe, 
it  is  to  be  first  washed  out  thoroughly  with  hot  water  until  the 
flow  comes  away  perfectly  clear  and  unstained,  then  the  bidUo- 
ride-of- mercury  solution  is  to  be  repeatedly  drawn  into  it,  and  tbe 
syringe  put  away  wet  with  the  solution.     It  is  to  be  placed  imme- 
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diateiy  upon  ;i  fK'aii  towel  kept  I'ur  that  puriMxse,  nml  folded  uj>  so 
as  to  remain  unexposed  until  again  required.  Each  time  the  tube 
is  clc'uned  its  mouth  is  to  be  well  washed  with  a  {tiece  of  eotton  wet 
with  a  biehloride-of-mercury  solution,  and  the  wet  cotton  is  to  be 
passed  down  the  tube  as  far  as  possible  (an  inch),  so  as  to  render  its 
calil)er  tliorougldy  clean.  The  rubbcr-dain  about  the  tube  should  l)o 
oarelull}'  cleansed  of  any  drops  of  blood  or  serum  which  may  have 
soiled  it,  and  clean  cotton  is  placed  over  the  mouth  of  the  tube. 
All  this  trouble  may  seem  unnecessary,  but  any  one  familiar  with 
the  tlangers  of  sepsis  will  appreciate  its  importance.  A  drop  of 
blood  or  serum  left  about  the  mouth  of  the  tube  or  in  the  syringe 
will  quickly  undergo  decom|X)sition.  It  is  much  ejisier  to  prevent 
sepsis  than  to  cure  it. 

Each  time  the  tube  is  cleansed  it  sliould  be  twisted  back  and 
forth  several  times.  The  lymph  which  is  thrown  about  the  tube, 
penetrates  the  small  perforations  at  its  bottom,  and  if  not  broken 
up,  and  kept  so  by  frequent  rotation,  Ijeconies  firm  enough  to  cause 
considerable  difficulty  in  the  subsequent  removal.  Thin  difliculty 
has  Ix^en  such  a  common  one  that  several  instruments  have  been 
devised  for  the  express  purpose  of  cutting  the  tube  loose.  If  the 
simple  precaution  be  observetl  of  twisting  the  tube  back  and  forth 
at  each  dressing,  no  such  difficulty  will  ever  arise. 

The  drainage-tube  f^hould  be  allowed  to  remain  in  situ  until 
such  time  as  it  is  no  longer  needed  for  drainage.  This  time  varies 
in  din'erent  cases,  auil  no  hard-and-fast  rule  can  be  laid  down 
for  all.  A  few  drachms  of  clear  serum  may  always  be  found  in 
the  jieritoneal  cavity,  and  when  the  amount  which  can  Im?  drawn 
from  the  tul)e  reaches  two  or  three  drachms  at  five  or  six  hours* 
interval,  and  this  fluid  is  clear  or  nearly  approaches  straw  color, 
the  time  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  tube  has  come.  A  drainage- 
tube  should  be  cleansed  as  often  as  it  becomes  necessary,  n*^  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  the  shortn»»ss  or  leiigili  of  time.  Immediately 
following  the  operation  it  should  be  emptied  every  fifteen  minutes 
or  half  hour.  It  shonld  never  l»e  allowed  to  go  sufficiently  long  to 
overflow  and  soil  the  dressings.  As  the  quantity  of  fluid  decreases, 
the  interval  of  cleansing  is  lengthened,  until  by  the  end  of  twenty- 
four  hours  it  is  generally  not  necessary  to  clean  it  oftener  than  once 
in  three  hours. 

Sometimes  in  twenty-four  hours  the  tul>e  may  Ih'  withdrawn, 
or  it  may  be  nece&^ary  to  allow   it  to  remain   for  a  week  :  about 
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three  days  is  the  average  length  of  time.  In  withdrawing  the 
tube  it  is  only  necessary,  after  removing  all  the  dressings,  to 
make  traction  upon  it,  meanwhile  rotating  it  as  it  is  drawn  out. 
The  same  careful  untisepsi.s  is  to  be  observed  in  removing  as  m 
cleansing  it.  A  small  piece  of  antiseptic  gauze  is  placed  over  the 
opening  left  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  tube,  and  its  edges  are  drawn 
together  with  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster.  The  dressings  are  replaced, 
and  not  disturbed  again  until  the  stitches  are  removed. 

In  .some  cases  the  surgeon  fears  that  the  pelvis  or  certain  parts  of 
it  may  suppurate  or  that  a  feail  fistula  may  form,  and  yet  the  drain- 
age-tube is  ready,  from  all  appearances,  to  be  withdrawn  a  day  after 
the  operation.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  best  to  allow  it  to  re- 
main for  three  or  four  days,  cleansing  it  only  often  enough  to  have 
an  idea  of  what  is  going  on  at  its  lower  extremity — possibly  twice 
in  the  twenty-four  hours  unless  the  symptoms  indicate  otherwise. 

Should  suppuration  occur,  the  tube  is  to  be  kept  in  place  until 
the  amount  of  pus  di-scharged  begins  to  diminish,  when  it  may  be 
withdrawn  and  the  opening  allowed  t<>  gradually  contract.  During 
the  acute  stage  of  suppuration  the  tube  should  be  cleansed  every 
few  hours  and  washed  out  with  boracic-acid  solution :  later,  afler 
it  has  been  dispensed  with,  peroxide  of  hydrogen  is  the  most  effi- 
cient wash  for  cleansing  and  disinfecting  the  tube-track.  The  open- 
ing generally  closes  in  a  week  or  two,  or  if  not,  the  condition  be- 
comes chronic  and  a  permanent  fistula  results. 

Should  the  drain  be  of  gauze  instead  of  glass,  the  care  of  it  will 
be  somcwhiit  different.  The  gauze  drains  by  capillary  action,  and 
keeps  the  dressings  continually  wet,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  change 
them  frequently.  The  whole  arrangement  of  the  abdominal  dress- 
ing is  such  that  the  parts  about  the  drain  may  be  changed  with- 
out removing  all.  The  one  commonly  used  is  that  known  as  the 
Mikulicz  drain.  It  consists  of  a  gauze  bag  containing  a  number 
of  (jieces  of  gauze,  the  end  of  each  piece  protruding  from  its  mouth. 
In  withdrawing  the  drain  tlie  pieces  are  picked  up  with  a  pair  of 
dressing  forceps  and  withdrawn  separately ;  as  they  are  removed 
the  bag  collapses,  and  is  easier  withdrawn  tlian  if  the  whole 
drain  was  removed  together.  In  drawing  out  the  bag  ttire  should 
be  taken  that  no  pieces  of  intestine  or  omentum  follow,  as  at  limes 
is  apt  to  be  the  case:  should  this  occur  the  viscus  is  to  be  replaced 
at  once  with  the  forceps  and  the  edge  of  the  wound  drawn  together 
with  the  ligature  which  was  placed  for  that  purpose  at  the  time 
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of  operation,  or  by  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster,  care  being  taken 
tiiat  intestine  or  omentum  be  not  iucluded  between  the  lips  of  the 
wound. 

Dressings. — An  ordinary  ease  of  abdominal  section  need  not 
have  the  original  drescsing  removed  until  the  time  has  arrived  to 
take  out  the  stitches.  Should  a  drainage-tube  be  in  use,  the  dress- 
ing may  become  soiled,  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  change  it,  or  if 
the  incision  or  the  stitch-tracks  suppurate,  it  will  be  advisable  to 
remove  the  dressing,  not  only  to  replace  it  by  a  cleAU  one,  but  in 
order  to  apply  remedies  to  the  siippiinitiiig  parts.  A  full  week 
should  elapsff  before  disturbing  the  stitches.  8titch-hole  abscesses 
may  arise  before  the  stitches  are  removed  or  afterward.  The 
stitches  should  be  taken  out  on  the  eighth  day  unless  suppura- 
tion has  previously  occurred,  when  it  may  become  necessary  to 
remove  them  immediately.  This  procedure  is  accomplished  by 
picking  up  one  of  the  strands  of  the  stitch  by  the  aid  of  a  pair 
of  hemostatic  forceps,  lifting  the  knot  out  of  its  bed,  and  oxposhig 
both  strands  of  the  stitch  behnv  the  knot.  The  blades  of  a  jiair 
of  scissors  are  opened,  and  made  to  include  one  of  the  strands 
SB  it  dips  down  into  the  tissue;  tlie  scissors  are  pressed  down 
into  the  skin  at  the  same  time  that  the  knot  is  elevated  by  the 
forceps.  This  procedure  exposes  a  portion  of  the  ligature,  which 
has  been  buried  in  the  tissue,  and  which  is  white  and  clean  and 
has  not  been  infecte<l.  The  ligature  is  cut  in  this  uninfected 
area.  As  the  cut  end  is  drawn  through  the  tissues  in  its  removal, 
there  is  no  danger  of  dragging  infection  with  it,  wlien  if  the  stitch 
had  been  cut  al>ove  the  skiu-surtace  a  portion  of  contaminated  suture 
would  infect,  in  many  cases,  the  suture-track.  In  this  manner  are 
caused  stitch-hole  abscesses  which  form  after  the  stitches  liave  been 
removed.  Aft»'r  the  one  strand  of  the  stitcli  is  cut,  the  knot  is  to  be 
drawn  in  the  direction  across  the  incision,  not  away  from  it.  Should 
it  be  drawn  away  from  the  incision,  there  is  an  excellent  chance  that 
the  skin-union  will  be  separated  at  points,  and  possibly  throughout 
its  whole  extent. 

After  the  stitches  have  been  removed  the  parts  about  the  incis- 
ion should  be  cleansed  with  a  piece  of  cotton  dipped  in  a  solution  of 
bichloride  of  mercury,  care  being  taken  not  to  disturb  the  line  of 
union.  The  dried  clots  may  be  left  alone,  else  in  their  removal 
jBome  raw  surface  may  be  exposed.  A  small  piece  of  antiseptic 
gauze  is  to  be  placed  over  the  incision,  and  the  parts  held  together 
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by  several  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  a  binder  being  placed  over 
the  whole.  Usually  no  more  attention  need  be  paid  to  the 
wound. 

If  the  inci.sion  suppurates,  it  is  best  to  remove  the  stitches  at  onoe, 
allow  the  superficial  parts  of  the  wound  to  separate,  and  treat  the 
incision  as  an  open  wound  by  disinfecting  and  packing.  The  cicatri- 
cial tissue  resulting  from  this  method  of  healing  will  be  the  surer 
barrier  to  a  future  hernia.  If  stitch-hole  abscesses  exist,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  provide  for  their  drainage.  Usually  as  the  stitch  ia 
withdrawn  the  pus  will  flow  from  the  opening  left  by  its  removal, 
and  it  may  be  necessary  to  empty  the  abscess  once  or  twice  a  day 
by  gently  squeezing  it,  care  being  taken  not  to  exert  too  much 
pressure :  the  abscess  will,  as  a  rule,  heal  within  from  two  daya 
to  a  week.  A  considerable  rise  of  temperature  and  pulse  may 
accompany  these  abscesses,  but  the  symptoms  disapjiear  almost  at 
once  after  drainage  has  been  provided.  While  suppuration 
on  the  dressing  should  be  changed  twice  daily  and  the  parts  thor- 
oughly cleansed,  It  should  be  treated,  in  fact,  like  any  suppuniting 
wound.  If  any  of  the  cavities  are  very  large,  it  may  l>e  well  to 
inject  them  with  peroxide  of  hydrogen  or  bichloride-of-mercury  or 
other  antiseptic  solution. 

Hemnrrkwjc. — For  hemorrhage  following  an  abdominal  section 
there  is  but  one  treatment.  As  soon  ji:^  the  surgeon  is  reasonably 
certain  that  serious  bleeding  is  going  on,  the  wound  must  be  opened 
and  the  bleeding  vessel  ligated.  Attempts  to  apply  any  other  treat- 
ment are  useless,  and  the  less  time  lost  the  more  chance  there  will  bej 
of  saving  the  patient.  Care  should  be  taken  in  re-oi)ening  the  wound] 
that  everything  is  just  as  antiseptic  as  at  the  original  operation. 

If  a  drainage-tube  has  been  used,  it  will  usually  indicate  that 
bleeding  is  taking  place,  but  this  is  not  to  be  depended  npoQi 
for  an  indication  as  to  how  much  blood  is  being  lost.  The  abd(^ 
men  has  been  opened  and  found  filled  with  clots  when  the  tube  pro- 
jecting into  its  cavity  had  been  cleaned  every  ten  or  fifteen  minuteB,| 
and  it  was  supposed  that  all  the  blood  had  been  withdrawn.  Even 
if  the  tube  does  not  indicate  that  a  dangerous  amount  of  blood  i« 
being  lost,  if  the  constitutional  symptoms  lo<}k  strongly  suspiciooa, 
the  abdomen  had  better  be  re-opened  and  the  bleeding  vessel  tied. 
The  constitutional  symptoms  will  be  the  same  as  those  of  con- 
cealed hemorrhage  from  any  other  cause.  If  the  bleeding  coi 
from  torn  adhesions,  and  is  simply  a  free  ooze,  no  alarm  need 
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felt  concerning  it.  It  matters  not  Iiow  free  it  may  be  at  first,  it 
will  last  but  a  short  while.  The  in«lications  are  to  keep  the  drain- 
age-tube perfectly  dry,  so  as  to  favor  coagulation  of  the  blood  and 
consequent  cessation  of  the  bleeding.  The  oftener  the  tube  is 
cleansed  and  the  drier  the  pelvis  is  kept,  the  sooner  will  the  hem- 
orrhage cease. 

If  the  patient,  having  rallied  from  her  ether,  with  a  good  pulse 
and  practteally  normal  temperature,  be  found  in  the  course  of 
the  next  twenty-four  liour.s  to  be  showing  indications  of  collapse, 
together  with  a  rising  pulse  and  a  falling  temperature,  hemor- 
rhage will  almost  always  be  found  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the 
trouble.  The  pulse  under  these  circumstances  becomes  feeble, 
and  is  rapid  and  ruFniing  in  oharat'ter.  The  temperature  and  pulse, 
together  with  the  general  condition  of  lassitude  :uid  growing  indif- 
ference, are  almost  pathognomonic  of  the  condition.  If  the  bleed- 
ing be  allowed  to  continue,  these  symptoms  gradually  deepen,  and 
the  more  advanced  indications  of  collapse,  such  as  great  pallor,  sigh- 
ing, and  eoKl  surface,  supervene. 

Shock. — The  symptoms  of  shock  may  readily  be  mistaken  for 
hemorrhage,  the  diflFerence  being  that  in  hemorrhage  the  indications 
do  not  begin  for  some  hours  after  operation,  while  in  shock  they  are 
present  from  the  first.  Otherwise,  the  two  present  so  many  points 
of  likeness  that  it  is  at  times  difficult  to  say  which  is  ]iresent.  The 
indications  for  treatment  in  shock  following  abdominal  section  are 
exactly  the  same  as  for  that  condition  from  any  other  cause — dry 
heat  upplied  to  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  cure  he\\\g  taken  not 
to  burn  the  skin  with  the  hot  cans  or  bottles;  whiskey  and  am- 
monia. Strychnia  is  the  most  valuable  of  all  tlrugs  for  tliis  con- 
dition, and  may  be  given  freely  without  fear.  It  should  be  given 
hypodermically  in  dosea  of  one-twc»ntieth  of  a  grain  re[)eated  every 
half  hour  for  two  or  three  hours,  and  then  each  hour  until  the 
patient  is  4leci«le<l[y  better  or  shows  signs  of  muscular  twitching. 
It  is  far  better  to  take  the  chances  of  producing  strychnia-poison- 
ing than  to  give  too  small  a  quantity.  If  the  patient  can  be  car- 
ried over  the  shock,  it  will  be  time  enough  afterward  to  attend  to 
the  poisonous  symptoms. 

Sepsis. — The  management  of  this  complication  will  depend  much 
upon  the  character  and  extent  of  the  infection.  A  general  jjelvic 
and  abdominal  septic  peritonitis  following  abdominal  section  is  never 
cured :  the  patient  invariably  dies.     For  more  than  two  days  it  i$ 
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doubtful  just  wbiil,  is  the  trouble  with  the  patieut;  in  fact,  one  can- 
not be  certilin  that  there  is  anythiug  seriously  wrong.  By  the  time 
it  is  reasonably  certmn  that  there  is  septicemia  to  deal  with,  the 
patient  is  beyond  relief,  and  is  dead  before  the  end  of  the  fourth 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  operation.  Usually  tlie  condition  of 
the  patieut  immediately  following  the  operation  is  fairly  good,  but 
within  the  first  twenty-four  hours  the  pulse  gradually  and  almost 
imperceptibly  creeps  up  until  it  reaches  110  to  120  beats  to  the 
minute.  It  is  weak  and  inclined  to  be  running.  The  temperature 
simultaneously  ranges  in  the  neigliborhood  of  100  or  more  degrees. 
The  ether-vomitiug  is  ]>rolonged  beyond  the-  usual  limit  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  when  most  probably  the  stomach  will  have  an  interval 
of  rest  for  six  or  eight  hours  before  the  secondary  vomiting  due  to 
the  septicemia  sets  in. 

During  this  interval  of  rest  from  vomiting  the  pulse  grad- 
ually but  steadily  creeps  higher  and  higher,  becomes  more  rapid 
and  weak,  and  fiaally  thready.  The  temperature  at  the  same 
time  becomes  more  and  more  elevated.  The  abdomen  becomes 
disteniled,  due  partly  to  flatulence  and  partly  to  the  retention 
of  the  purgatives  and  nourishment.  In  spite  of  all  efforts  to 
move  the  bowels,  no  indication  of  borborygmus  or  of  passage  of 
flatus  can  be  obtained.  The  stomach  finally  begins  to  expel  every- 
thing placed  in  it.  The  rectal  enemas  are  promptly  rejected.  Pro- 
fuse sweating  and  cold  creeps  set  in.  The  dull,  heavy  muscular 
pains  of  septic  poisoning  supervene.  The  patient  l)ecomes  restless, 
tossing  from  one  side  of  the  betl  to  the  other.  The  facial  expression, 
which  has  been  gradually  becoming  more  and  more  anxious,  deepens, 
and  the  patient  assumes  an  altogether  hopeless  appearance.  Prior 
to  death  the  pulse  becomes  so  rapid  and  weak  as  to  be  impercepti- 
ble: the  temperature  nuiy  rise  even  to  10<]°  or  107°,  and  the  bo«ly 
is  bathed  in  a  cold,  clammy  perspiration.  The  vomited  matter  \i 
dark  brown. 

No  effort  should  be  spared  to  secure  a  passage  of  the  bowels 
until  the  trouble  has  plainly  manifested  it.self. 

Whiskey  and  strychnia  should  be  given  to  the  point  of  tolerance, 
many  of  these  patients  taking  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  of  whiskey  in 
the  twenty-fuur  hours  without  showing  signs  of  its  constitutional 
effect.  Quinine  in  large  doses  is  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  manage- 
ment of  these  cases.  The  hypodermic  needle  and  rectal  enemas 
must  for  the  most  part  be  depended  upon  for  the  administratioiL. 
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If  at  tlie  end  of  sixty  hours  tliere  is  no  longer  dttubt  as  to  the 
com  plication,  it  in  useless  to  make  further  eflbrt,  other  thau  to  ren- 
der the  patient's  death  as  easy  as  possible.  Under  these  circum- 
stances opium  is  the  one  drug  to  depend  ujwn.  It  will  relieve  the 
paiu  aud  suffering,  and  that  is  all  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  physician 
to  do  for  his  patient.  Tlieoretically,  the  proper  treatment  would  be 
to  open  the  abdomen,  irrigate  it  thoroughly  and  introduce  a  drain- 
age-tube. It  would  probably  be  be«t  to  do  this  as  early  as  twenty- 
four  or  thirty-six  hours  after  operation  .should  by  any  chance  the 
diagnosis  be  made,  but  even  at  this  early  period  it  is  more  than 
doubtful  whether  any  good  would  be  accomjilished.  When  the 
abdomen  is  opened  the  condition  found  will  be  that  of  a  general 
matting  together  of  the  pelvic  organs  and  those  loops  of  intestines 
and  omentum  hanging  into  the  pelvis.  An  ounce  or  two  of  dark 
fluid  will  be  observed  on  breaking  up  the  adhesions.  The  only 
eflect  obtained  will  be  to  expose  more  surface  to  absorption  by  sepa- 
ration of  the  adhesions.  If  any  good  can  be  accomplished  in  this 
direction,  it  will  be  by  providing  free  and  continuous  irrigation  of 
the  whole  pelvic  cavity  for  several  days  or  until  such  timc^  as  the 
patient  is  convalescent.  If  the  infection  be  introduced  at  the  time 
of  the  operation,  and  be  given  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  in 
which  to  develop,  the  case  is  practically  ho|>eless.  The  diagnosis 
cannot  possibly  be  arrived  at  earlier  than  at  the  end  of  forty-eight 
hours  with  any  degree  of  certainty, 

ishould  a  local  suppuration  occur  about  the  pedicle  or  elsewhere 
in  the  pelvis  and  na  abscess  result,  the  condition  is  amenable  to 
treatment  and  the  patient  will  easily  recover.  The  symptoms 
induced  by  the  abscess  will  be  the  ordinary  ones  of  septic  infection, 
which,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  knowledge  obtained  from 
the  operation,  will  readily  indicate  their  true  cause.  For  the  first 
few  days  the  ])atient  progreeses  favorably.  IMovemeuts  of  the 
bowels  are  obtained  in  response  to  the  purgatives  and  enemas,  but 
not  of  a  satisfactory  character.  The  pulse  remains  high,  from  100 
to  120  Ijeats  to  the  minute,  but  fairly  good  in  character.  The  tem- 
perature ranges  from  100*"  to  102°,  or  higher,  with  a  daily  evening 
elevation.  The  patient  may  at  times  reject  her  food,  having  little 
or  no  appetite.  Her  mental  condition  is  clouded,  and  she  com- 
plains of  dull  pains  and  cold  creeps.  Her  general  condition  ia 
heavy  and  lethargic.  Night-sweats  are  present.  The  abdomen  is 
more  or  leas  distended,  and  colicky  pains  are  apt  to  disturb  her  in 
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consequence.  These  symptoms  are  of  more  gradual  development 
than  those  of  general  septic  iufoction  of  the  pelvic  cavity.  At  no 
time  do  they  become  so  intense,  and  seldom  threaten  speedy  death. 

The  only  proper  treatment  is  to  empty  the  abscess  and  drain 
the  cavity  after  having  washed  it  out.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
re-open  the  abdomen  to  accomplish  this.  Frequently  in  these  cases 
a  drainage-tube  ha.s  been  used  in  the  pelvis,  and  it  is  then  most 
probably  near  the  seat  of  tlie  abscess.  Under  these  circumstances, 
if  the  symptoms  will  allow  of  delay,  it  is  best  to  wait  for  a  few 
days,  or  even  a  week  if  necessary,  in  hopes  that  the  abscess  will 
rupture  into  tiie  drainage-tube,  which  it  generally  will  do.  Bbould 
the  temperature,  pulse,  and  other  symptoms  become  alanuing  at 
any  time,  the  lower  end  of  the  incision  had  best  be  opened,  and 
the  abscess  sought  in  the  pelvis  amid  the  adherent  intestines  and 
opened  with  the  finger,  care  being  taken  not  to  inva<le,  if  possible,  the 
general  ]»eritoneal  cavity.  If  tlie  pus  be  thorouglily  washed  away, 
the  temperature  and  pulse  will  fall  almost  immediately  to  normal, 
anil  the  other  sym|)toms  will  disappear  coincidently.  Ptimnlation 
by  whiskey,  strychnia,  and  quinine  is  to  be  begun  early  and  oir- 
ried  out  freely,  only  stopping  short  of  the  physiological  action  of  the 
drugs.  Septic  symptoms  due  to  stitch-hole  abscesses  are  to  be  treated 
as  already  d&seribed  under  the  head  of  Dressings. 

FisTUL.«. — These  are  either  simjjle  suj>])u rating,  fecal,  or  urinary. 
The  simple  suppurating  tistiila  is  the  most  common.  It  is  generally 
due  to  an  infecte<l  tul>e-track  or  to  septic  ligatures.  The  majority 
of  fistuhe  close  eventually  without  special  treatment  for,  which 
reason  they  should  be  treated  expectantly  rather  than  by  a  sec- 
ondary operation.  If  they  are  caused  by  an  infected  ligature, 
they  will  not  heal  until  the  ligature  has  come  away,  when  they 
usually  clo.se  very  promptly.  Various  methods  have  been  pro- 
posed for  removing  the  ligature  through  the  fistulous  track  with- 
out re-opening  the  abdomen.  A  pair  of  small-bladed  forcejie?  may 
be  passed  into  the  opening  and  an  attempt  made  to  catch  the  offend- 
ing bo<ly :  the  introduction  of  pieces  of  twisted  wire  and  variouit 
other  devicas  have  been  adopted,  with  success  in  but  exceptional 
cases.  The  silk  will  eventually  work  itself  free  and  appear  al  the 
nioutli  of  the  fistula.  Few  fistulffi  remain  0|)en  unless  there  is  a 
foreign  body  present  as  the  cause :  the  exception  occurs  in  women 
who  are  probably  suffering  from  tubercular  or  other  general  con- 
ditions. 
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Under  any  circumstances  the  sinus  should  be  kept  clean  and 
free  from  the  discharges;  at  the  same  time  the  general  health 
should  be  luoked  after,  and  if  there  is  any  condition  such  as 
tuberculosis  present,  it  should  be  treated  accordingly.  Perox- 
ide of  hydrogen  diluted  with  water — half  and  half — or  in  its 
pure  state  is  probably  the  best  wasli  vviiich  can  be  used.  It 
is  to  be  passed,  by  the  aid  of  a  syringe,  to  the  bottom  of  the 
fistula  and  allowed  to  regurgitate,  the  injection  being  kept  up 
until  it  conies  away  clear  and  clean  without  any  appearance  of 
froth :  it  would  be  well  to  vvasli  the  siuus  out  several  times  daily, 
the  dressings  being  changed  frequently  enough  to  keep  the  parts 
clean. 

It  is  proper  to  wait  from  three  to  six  months,  or  even  longer, 
before  attempting  any  radical  procedure.  The  operation  necessitates 
opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  with  all  the  chances  of  infecting  the 
peritoneum  with  the  discharges  of  the  sinus.  Should  the  operation 
be  untlertaken,  the  parts  must  fii^st  be  thoroughly  disinfected,  and 
the  sinus  w;ushed  out  with  peroxide  of  hydrogen  and  a  solution  of 
bichloride  of  mercury.  The  abdomen  is  openeil,  the  adhesions 
broken  up  to  the  bottom  of  the  fistula,  and  the  ligatures  removed : 
the  walls  of  the  fistula  should  be  separated  with  the  scissors  and 
curetted  away  as  fjir  an  ]>os.-<ibIe.  ShouM  no  ligature  be  found,  the 
walls  of  the  sinus  must  be  thoroughly  destroyed.  In  closing  the 
abdomen  a  drainage-tube  must  be  introduced  for  a  few  days  in 
order  to  guard  against  possible  suppuration. 

Nothing  can  be  ilone  for  ehronic  feeal  fistulae  short  of  an  ope- 
ration, except  to  keep  the  parts  clean.  It  is  not  always  advis- 
able to  attempt  an  operatfon  in  these  cases,  for  the  reason  that 
the  opening  in  the  bowel  is  often  so  low  down  in  the  rectum 
that  it  is  impossible  to  bring  the  parts  within  reach  .so  that  sutures 
can  be  properly  placed  :  in  addition,  the  tissues  of  the  gut  are  often 
80  badly  disorganized  that  stitches  will  not  hold,  and  a  resection 
would  be  necessary,  when  from  the  low  position  of  the  opening  this 
would  be  impossible.  If  the  operation  is  undertaken,  the  parts 
must  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  tlisinfected  ;  the  bowels  should  1« 
purged  and  the  rectum  washed  out  by  an  enema.  After  invading 
the  abtlominal  cavity  the  adhesions  between  the  coils  of  intestines 
are  to  be  carefully  separated  down  to  the  opening  in  the  b<^wel. 

Occasionally  ita  old  chronic  eases  the  fistula  can  be  dissected  out 
as  a  complete  tube  down  to  the  intestinal  opening,  in  which  case 
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there  would  be  a  miuimura  danger  of  infecting  the  peritoneal  cavity. 
Under  any  circumstances  the  edges  of  the  fistula  are  to  be  freshened 
and  turned  into  the  gut,  sutures  being  placed  so  as  to  retain  the 
edges  in  apposition.  If  the  opening  is  sufficiently  high  to  allow 
of  a  resection  of  the  bowel,  this  may  become  necessary,  provided 
it  cannot  be  closed.  Should  it  not  be  possible  to  close  the 
hole  or  to  resect,  a  drainage-tube  must  be  placed  so  as  to  dram 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  injured  bowel,  and  the  tube  cleansed 
every  fifteen  minutes,  to  allow  no  spread  of  nifection  until  wiffi- 
cient  lymph  has  been  thrown  about  the  seat  of  danger  to  protect 
the  peritoneal  cavity :  in  the  mean  time  enough  opium  is  given  to 
keep  the  bowels  quiet. 

The  operation  for  chronic  fecal  fistula  is  a  tedious  and  dangerous 
one,  and  often  results  in  failure  or  in  disaster.  It  is  the  only  hope 
of  relief,  however,  and  it  is  justifiable  to  take  considerable  risk  with 
the  hope  of  gaining  a  cure. 

The  primary  treatment  of  fecal  fistula  is  one  of  rest.  Should  the 
fistula  occur  tliree  or  four  days  after  operation,  enough  lymph  will 
have  been  thrown  out  to  protect  the  general  peritoneal  cavity, 
and  there  will  be  little  danger.  Should  it  be  discovered  during  the 
first  few  hours,  while  cleaning  the  drainage-tube,  the  tube  must  be 
cleansed  at  intervals  of  not  longer  than  fifteen  minutes,  and  the 
bowels  ki'i)t  <iuiet  by  the  use  of  opium  for  three  or  four  days  at 
least.  When  the  bowels  have  once  opened,  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  again  become  constipated,  but  daily  evacuation  should 
be  secured  by  the  use  of  laxatives. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  the  tube  may  be  safely  withdrawn,  and 
the  fecal  matter  allowed  to  flow  through  the  track  formed  by  the 
lymph.  As  long  as  the  tube  is  in  place  the  opening  will  not  close, 
but  as  soon  as  it  is  removed  the  parts  begin  to  contract,  and  grad- 
ually the  flow  of  fecal  matter  becomes  less  and  leas,  until  finally  in 
a  few  weeks  it  has  ceased  altogether.  Most  fecal  fistulte  will  close 
spontaneously  if  treated  properly  from  the  first. 

Hernia. — This  is  one  of  the  common  sequelae  of  abdominal  sec- 
tion, and  is  due  to  a  failure  of  union  between  the  cut  edges  of  the 
muscles  and  fascia.  The  hernia  usually  does  not  appear  for  some 
weeks  after  the  woman  is  out  of  bed,  and  then  only  as  a  small 
protrusion  at  one  point,  from  which  it  gradually  spreads,  until,  if 
neglected,  it  at  times  occupies  the  whole  of  the  original  indaion. 
As  a  prophylactic  measure  against  this  acciilent  the  longer  the 
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patient  is  kept  in  bed  after  her  operation  the  better:  too  early  get- 
ting up  puts  a  strain  on  the  newly-united  incision  and  predisposes 
to  liernia.  When  the  hernia  luis  once  appeared,  but  two  courses 
are  open— either  to  use  support  at  the  opening  and  if  possible  pre- 
vent it  from  becoming  larger,  or  to  perform  a  secondary  operation 
for  its  cure.  A  properly-fitting  truss  will  keep  the  intestines  back 
and  to  a  great  extent  render  the  woman  comfortable,  but  there  is 
no  chance  whatever  of  the  opening  ever  closing  if  left  to  itself. 

Fio.SW. 


//v, 


SatUTM  la  place  fbr  the  Repair  of  Ventml  BernU. 

In  making  the  incision,  great  care  must  be  observed  in  opening 
the  abdominal  cavity  at  the  seat  of  the  hernia,  for  the  reason  that 
the  intestines  are  very  apt  to  be  adherent  to  the  sac.  The  anatom- 
ical relations  are  all  destroyed,  and  there  is  no  certain  guide  as  to 
where  the  knife  is  about  to  enter  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Aft^r  the 
abdominal  cavity  is  opened  the  old  incision  should  be  split  to  the 
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full  extent  of  the  hernia  both  above  and  below.     The  peri  tone 
and  adventitious  tissue  covering  the  edges  of  the  muscle  and  fa 
completely  around  the  opening  must  be  trimmed  away  with  the 
scissors  and  knife,  and  the  redunthmt  portions  of  the  sac  resected. 
The  edges  of  the  several  tissues  are  brought  into  apposition  and 
the  wound  closed  in  the  usual  way  after  an  abdominal  section. 

Various  methods  of  repairing  hernias  have  from  time  to  time 
been  used  with  varying  degrees  of  success,  but  all  the  indications  are 
met  by  the  above  method,  especially  if  an  extra  and  separate  row 
of  sutures  be  placed  in  the  muscles  and  fascia  in  order  to  secure 
and  retain  their  coaptation.  Either  catgut  or  silk  may  be  used  for 
this  purpose.  If  the  silk  is  surely  aseptic,  it  is  preferable,  as  it 
gives  a  permanent  support  to  the  tissues,  while  the  catgut  is  apt  tQ^H 
become  so  weakt*ned  by  absorption  within  a  few  days  as  to  be  of  no 
value.  Subsetpieully  the  patient  should  be  kept  upon  her  back  for 
not  less  than  four  weeks,  to  allow  of  thorough  healing.  Should  the 
buried  silk  sutures  suppurate,  it  is  due  to  faulty  technique,  and  the 
silk  must  be  rerauvetl  before  the  resulting  fistula  will  lieal. 

The  usual  length  of  time  for  a  patient  to  remain  hi  bed  following 
an  abdominal  section  is  at  least  three  weeks.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  fourth  week  the  patient  may  be  allowed  to  sit  up  in  bed. 
and  by  the  end  of  the  week  she  may  begin  to  go  about  her  us 
duties.  It  is  well,  however,  that  she  make  a  semi-invalid  of  herwH 
for  some  weeks  or  more  where  this  is  possible,  and  sec-ure  the  addi- 
tional rest  from  work  and  worry.  For  six  months  or  a  year  afnT 
the  operation  an  abdominal  binder  should  be  worn,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  it  may  gradually  be  dispensed  with.  The  neglect  of 
these  precautious  often  results  in  a  very  considerable  amount  nf 
future  discomfort  to  the  patient. 

Every  woman  who  has  had  both  uterine  appendages  removed 
suffers  from  symptoms  of  the  menopause.  Generally  these  are 
more  stormy  than  those  accompanying  the  natural  raenopan~'\  '"'t 
are  proportionately  shorter.     Until  this  change  is  fully  est;i  i 

the  patient  will  not  receive  the  full  benefit  of  the  operation.     The 
condition  requires  treatment,  and  the  indications  are  to  be  met 
they  arise  in  the  way  such  symptoms  are  usually  met  in  the  uatunil 
menopause.     The  phenomena  are  essentially  nervous,  and  the  indi- 
cations are  for  general  tonics  and  nerve-sedatives. 

As  has  been  already  noted,  the  infection  which  gives  rise  to 
disease  requiring  an  abdominal  section  in  pelvic  inflammation,  pr 
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ceeds  from  the  vaj^ina  or  the  uterus  into  the  Fa]loj)ian  tubes.  The 
removal  of  the  uterine  appeiulages  ilues  not  always  cure  the  case, 
but  is  merely  the  necessary  preliminary  step.  Some  cases  are  com- 
pletely cured  by  the  changes  which  go  on  in  the  uterus  incident  to 
the  menopause,  but  in  others,  iu  spite  of  this,  tlie  womb  remains 
enlarged,  lieavy,  ami  engorged,  and  the  leueurrheal  discharges  and 
hemorrhages  remain  just  as  profuse  as  before  the  operation.  These 
cases  require  loi-al  treatment  of  the  diseased  uterus;  otherwise  a  sat- 
isfactory result  is  not  usually  obtained  except  after  a  long  interval. 
The  womb  should  be  thoroughly  curettctl,  and  the  case  treated  as  is 
proper  iu  a  csise  of  endometritis  and  subinvolution.  At  times, 
however,  the  prolonged  effect  of  the  meno])anse  is  too  much  for 
even  these  cases,  and  they  eventually,  after  several  years,  are  re- 
lieved of  their  symptoms  without  any  local  treatment;  other  cases 
require  that  eventually  the  womb  be  removed. 

Plastic  Oi'eh.\tioxs. 

The  after-treatment  of  plastic  operations  for  the  repair  of  the 
perineum  and  cervix  resolves  itself  into  rest  and  cleanliness.  The 
sliortest  time  tlie  patient  sliould  be  kept  in  bed  is  two  weeks,  after 
which  she  may  take  another  week  in  getting  up  and  about.  As  in 
abdominal  section,  the  longer  she  remains  in  bed  tlie  better  for  her, 
and  where  a  patient  can  be  made  content,  a  muutb  is  not  too  long  u 
tiipe,  especially  for  prola|>se  cases.  If  a  gauze  tampon  has  been 
introduced  into  the  vagina,  it  should  l)e  removed  within  forty-eight 
hours,  and  need  not  be  renewed.  A  warm  vaginal  douche  of 
boracic  acid  should  be  ailministered  daily,  care  being  taken  not  to 
make  any  pre.*!sure  on  the  points  of  suture.  The  ilouche  shouM  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  cleanliness,  after  which  a  single  strip  of 
gauze  an  inch  or  two  in  wi<hh  may  be  passed  if  desired  into  the 
cul-de-sac  with  the  aid  of  dres-sing  forceps.  This  accomplishes  the 
desired  drainage  with  the  minimum  interference  with  the  seat  of 
operation.  Especial  care  must  be  taken  in  this  regard  when  cat- 
gut sutures  have  been  introduced. 

Ill  cases  of  uterine  curettement,  if  the  cavity  of  the  womb  has 
been  packed  with  gauze,  the  packing  should  lie  removed  at  the 
end  of  forty-eight  hours  and  the  vagina  thoroughly  cleansed  by 
an  antiseptic  douche.  Afterward  an  antiseptic  vaginal  douche 
ehould  be  administered  daily.  If  instead  of  the  gauze  a  drain- 
age-tube has  been  introduced  into  the  uterus  at  the  time  of  ope- 
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ration,  it  should  be  removed  daily,  cleansed,  and  replaced.  This 
can  readily  be  aecomplished  by  placing  the  patient  in  the  left 
lateral  position  in  her  bed  and  introducing  a  perineal  retractor. 
The  cervix  being  exposed  and  steadied  by  drawing  it  down 
with  a  tenaculum,  the  drainage-tube  is  caught  in  a  pair  of  ilress- 
ing  forceps,  withdrawn  from  the  uterus,  cleansed,  and  at  once 
replaced.  It  will  be  perfectly  easy  before  replacing  the  tube  to 
wash  out  the  uterus  with  an  antiseptic  solution  by  the  aid  of  a  David- 
son's syringe  with  a  rectal  nozzle  attached. 

When  a  cancerous  cervix  has  been  removed  by  the  aid  of  the 
curette  and  scissoi'S,  the  tampon,  which  has  been  placed  in  great 
part  to  control  the  subsequent  bleeding,  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
main for  forty-eight  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  may  be 
removed.  This  is  done  with  the  patient  lying  in  the  left  lateral 
position  in  iier  ted;  the  vagina  and  wound  are  then  cleansed  and 
disinfected,  and  a  fresh  tampon  replaced,  provided  there  be  any 
signs  of  bleeding.  If  there  be  no  bleeding,  a  single  strip  of 
gauze  to  provide  for  drainage  is  all  that  will  be  required.  This 
siiould  be  renewed  daily  after  each  antiseptic  douche. 

The  bladder  is  to  be  catheterized  only  in  case  of  necessity,  and 
unless  there  has  been  an  operation  on  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
vagina  the  instrument  will  rarely  be  needed.  In  ca-ses  of  rejxiir  of 
vesico-vaginal  fistuhe,  the  bladder  must  be  kept  empty,  either  by 
frequent  use  of  tlie  catheter  or  by  a  self-retaining  catheter  for  four 
or  five  days,  or  until  such  time  as  it  is  safe  to  allow  the  urine  to 
accumulate  and  the  bladder  to  empty  itself.  The  bowels  may  in 
all  eases  be  opened  the  day  following  the  0]>eration ;  a  daily  passage 
should  be  secured  thereafter;  this  holds  equally  good  for  tears  of 
the  perineum  involving  the  sphincter.  A  dose  or  two  of  magnesium 
sulitliate  should  be  administered,  and  as  soon  as  there  is  any  mani- 
fest desire  for  defecation  an  enema  should  be  at  once  given,  so  as  to 
secure  as  easy  and  as  soft  a  pa.ssage  as  possible.  If  bleeding  occurs 
after  an  operation,  it  is  best  that  it  should  be  given  an  opjwrtunity 
to  stop  of  its  own  accord.  This  usually  occurs,  but  should  it  persisi, 
hot  vaginal  douches  may  be  given,  and  if  these  do  not  control  it 
resort  to  a  vaginal  tfimjjon  may  be  necessary,  even  though  it  spoil 
the  operation.  The  tampon  should  only  be  used  as  a  last  resort: 
it  will  rarely  be  needed. 

Except  in  cases  of  lacerated  perineum  where  the  sphincter  is 
involved,  or  in  cases  of  recto- vaginal  fistulee,  the  patient  may  be 
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allowed  anythiug  to  eat  or  drink  slie  may  desire.  It  is  just  as 
well  in  these  two  injuries  to  conliue  the  diet  to  such  articles 
as  will  leave  little  residue,  8u  that  there  shall  be  as  small  an 
amount  of  fecal  matter  as  possible.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to 
restrict  the  diet  fur  more  tliuti  four  or  five  days.  Tlie  stitches  in 
plastic  operations  should  be  removed  on  the  seventli  or  eighth  day, 
after  winch  time  nothing  in  the  way  of  treatment  is  necessary, 
except  to  see  that  the  vaginal  douche  be  given  daily  and  that 
the  bodily  functions  act  pro|»erly.  If  a  comliined  operation  for  the 
repair  of  the  cervix  and  perineum  has  been  performed,  great  care 
will  have  to  be  exercised  in  removing  the  stitches  from  the  cervix, 
lest  the  union  of  the  [leriuesd  wound  be  disturbed.  For  this  reason 
the  stitches  in  the  cervix  at  the  time  of  operation  should  be  allowed 
to  remain  long  and  should  be  shotted.  If  this  j>recantion  be  ob- 
served in  placing  the  sutures,  it  will  l>e  easy  subsequently  to  remove 
them  by  making  traction  upon  the  long  sutures,  and  thus  bring- 
ing the  cervix  into  view,  requiring  a  minimum  amount  of  stretching 
of  the  perineum  with  the  perineal  retractor.  The  patient  should 
be  placed  on  a  table  in  the  doreal  position  for  their  removal.  If 
the  same  preciintion  l>e  observed  in  regard  to  the  placing  of  the 
Btitclies  in  the  perineum,  no  difficulty  will  be  met  with  in  their 
removal.  So  great  is  the  facility  with  which  this  can  be  done  that 
even  the  nurse  can  be  trusted  with  the  removal  of  the  perineal 
stitches.  Should  there  be  much  discharge  from  the  parts,  a  bichlo- 
ride-of-mercury  or  a  peniumganate-of-jjotash  tlouche  may  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  boracic-acid  one,  and  it  may  be  given  two  or  three 
times  daily.  This  is  especially  necessary  in  the  alter-treatment 
of  vaginal  hysterectomies. 

The  after-treatment  of  this  operation,  if  performed  throughout 
with  catgut,  is  practically  similar  to  that  of  plastic  operations, 
greater  care  in  regard  to  details  being,  however,  necessary  on 
account  of  the  more  profuse  discharges.  In  cases  where  the 
stumps  are  stitched  into  the  vagina,  they  subsequently  come  away 
by  sloughing.  The  vaginal  tampon  placed  at  the  time  of  operation 
should  be  removed  on  the  tliird  day  and  an  antiseptic  vaginal 
douche  given.  Unless  there  be  considerable  oozing  of  blood  from 
the  wounds,  the  tampon  need  not  be  replaced.  Sloughing  of  the 
stump  begins  to  manifest  itself  in  about  four  days  by  a  gradually 
increasing  and  foul-smelling  discharge.  In  the  course  of  ten 
days  or  two  weeks  the  sloughing  stump  will  have  separated,  and 
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the  raw  surtace  gradually  lieals  by  granulation  and  contraction. 
During  the  time  of  the  suppurntion  the  patient  is  mentally  dull 
and  sluggish;  the  temperature  and  pulse  will  be  found  slightly  ele- 
vated, and  there  will  be  a  loss  of  appetite  evidenced.  She  is,  in 
fact,  sufleriug  from  a  mild  form  of  septic  infection  due  to  absorp- 
tion of  the  jjurulent  diHseharge.s  from  the  wound.  This  disscharge 
is  the  greater  where  catgut  has  been  used,  as  is  always  the  easel 
where  this  material  Iieis  been  employed  in  plastic  operations.  For 
these  reasons  it  is  the  more  important,  in  order  to  secure  the  com- 
fort and  possible  safety  of  the  patient,  that  greater  attention  be  paid 
to  local  disinfection  and  cleanliness.  Vaginal  douches  shouhl  be 
used  several  times  daily.  Where  silk  has  been  used  for  ligatures 
and  the  stumps  have  been  stitched  in  the  vagina,  the  ends  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  long,  hanging  from  the  vulvar  orifice,  so  that 
when  the  sloiigliing  takes  place  they  ma}'  be  removed  by  gentle 
traction.  This  traction  should  be  applied  daily  with  extreme  care 
and  gentleness  until  they  have  been  removed. 

If  the  operation  be  performed  by  placing  clamps  upon  the  broad 
ligaments,  these  should  be  removed  within  thirty-six  to  forty-eight 
hours,  when  all  danger  of  hemorrhage  will  have  ceased.  The  han- 
dles of  the  clamps  are  to  be  loosened,  the  blades  gently  separated 
sufficiently  to  dilate  the  track  in  which  they  are  imbedded,  so  as  to 
facilitate  their  easy  withdrawal.  If,  in  withdrawing  them,  resist- 
ance is  met  at  any  point,  they  may  be  rotated  back  and  forth  and 
in  their  long  axis,  great  care  being  observed  not  to  use  more  force 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  free  them.  On  their  with<lrawal  a 
vaginal  antiseptic  douche  is  given,  and  a  single  strip  of  gauze  car- 
ried to  the  cul-de-sac  for  the  purpose  of  drainage. 

Should  a  ureter  have  been  included  in  either  the  ligatures  or 
clamps  during  the  operation,  symptoms  of  uremia  will  quickly 
develop,  and  the  patient  in  mo.^^t  cases  will  be  lost.  For  the  tirst 
few  days  it  will  be  uncertain  whether  the  patient  is  suffering 
from  the  shock  of  the  operation,  septicemia,  or  uremia.  By 
the  time  the  true  cause  of  the  trouble  is  determined  with  rea- 
sonable certainty  the  patient  Avill  jirobably  be  beyond  help.  Tlie 
symptoms  whicli  will  lead  one  to  suspect  this  condition  are  a  dimi- 
nution in  the  quantity  of  urine  passed,  the  elevation  and  rapidity 
of  the  pulse  and  temperature,  the  low  mental  condition,  together 
with  restlessness  and  anxious  expression  of  the  countenance, — all 
beginning  early.     The  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  the  orine  isj 
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the  only  one  of  all  these  symptoms  pointing  directly  to  the  kid- 
ney as  the  seat  of  the  trouble;  and  when  it  is  considered  tliat  the 
amount  of  urine  secreted  after  an  operation  is  under  all  circum- 
stances exceedingly  snitdl  in  the  first  twenty-four  or  forty-eight 
hours — often  heing  less  than  twenty  ounces  in  the  twenty-four 
hours — it  will  be  seen  of  how  little  practical  value  this  symptom 
really  is. 

If  the  condition  be  diagnosed,  the  proper  treatment  consists  in 
removing  the  clamps  or  ligature  and  freeing  the  ureters.  Should 
the  ureters  have  been  cut  in  addition  to  having  been  clamped, 
their  cut  entls  may  be  freed  from  the  compressing  force  and  turned 
into  the  vagina ;  if  the  patient  recover,  at  a  subsequent  operation 
the  ureters  may  be  turned  into  the  bladder  or  the  corresponding 
kidney  be  removed.  The  extreme  danger  of  hemorrhage  following 
the  removal  of  the  forceps  or  ligatures  sufficiently  early  in  these  cases 
to  repair  the  damage,  to  say  nothing  of  the  even  greater  dangers 
of  septic  infection  during  the  necessary  and  most  difficult  manipu- 
lations, renders  total  extirpation  of  the  kidney  on  the  affected 
side  a  much  safer  and  more  promising  operation.  If  there  is  any 
uneertiiinty  as  to  which  side  is  involved,  cj»theterization  of  the  ure- 
ters is  our  only  method  of  determining  this  question.  This  proce- 
dure is  valuable  in  excluding  the  ligature  of  one  or  both  ureters  as 
a  jjossible  cause  of  the  symptoms. 

Should  the  bladder  have  boi'n  opened  during  the  operation,  and 
for  any  reason  remain  unclosed,  great  care  should  be  taken  not 
to  allow  any  accumulation  of  urine.  For  this  purj>ose  a  self-retain- 
ing catheter  should  be  introduced,  and  retained  in  place  until  all 
chance  of  spontaneous  closure  is  passed.  \i  the  opening  remains 
permanently,  subsequent  operation  must  be  made  for  its  closure,  it 
being  treated  in  the  interim  as  an  ordinary  case  of  vesico-vaginal 
fistula. 
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hypertrophies  of  the  endometrium,  363     ^J 

Stoltx's  operation  for,  332,  336 

Bicornate  uriicervical  uterus,  14<J                        ^^| 

contrainilii-ation  to,  337 

uterus,  l.'iO                                                       ^H 

Antcvcrsion,   eorreetion    of,  bv    distended 

pregnancy  in.  •*)84                                ^^H 

bladder,  128 

Bilateral  heritiaphrodism,  132                           ^^H 

pathological,  27H 

incision  of  the  cervix,  240                          ^^H 

AntiwepsiM  in  gynecological  operations,  5lj 

laceration  of  the  cervix  uteri,  246            ^^H 

of  the  hands,  58 

Billroth's    method  for   exstrophy    of  the         1 

Apnpleelir  ovtim,  ■')28 

bladder,  «25                                                           J 

App^^rulicitiH,  KJl 

Bimaiuial  examination,  28                                 ^^fl 

Application  of  eurbolic  acid  to  the  cervix. 

in  the  lateral  position,  31                    ^^H 

238 

palpation  ol'  tlie  uterus,  28,  224                 ^^| 

t(j  the  endometrium,  285 

rectal  jmlpation  of  the  pelvis,  30               ^^^ 

of  cau.-«tic!<,  oieatricial  (*tenosia  of  the 

recto-vaginal  palpation  of  the  Uterus,    ^^| 

cervix  from,  240 

^1 

of  ichthyol  to  the  endonietrium,  215 

replacement  of  rctroflexed  uterua,  290.    ^H 

to  the  vaginal  niuc<>u»  mt-uiUrane, 

^B 

301 

Bipartite  bladder,  622                                         ^H 

of  iodine  to  the  endometriuni,  215,  226, 
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prognr>sis        6.>0                                                  ^^H 

^^^^                    prnjrnosis  of.  tioU 
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Bxzciniin'*  uterine  dressing  forceps,  40 
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^^^F                    symptoms  of,  642 

Caulillower  epithelioma  of  the  cervix.  365                  ^^H 

^^^B                    treatment  of,  644 

Caustics,  the  use  of.  in  e^ircinoma  of  the                ^^H 

^^K  Oubolic  acid,  npplication  of,  to  the  cervix, 

cervix,  im)                                                               ^^B 

Cauteri/Jitioii  uf  pedicle  in  uvoriou  cyst,  603                ^^^| 

^^^H                         to  the  endometrium,  235 

Cautery,  galvano-,  374,  378                                           ^^M 

^^H^           692                        ^           rXDEX.                                                         ^H 

^^^^H               Cautery,  galvano-,  use  of,  in  carcinoma  of 

Cervix,  laceration  of,  treatment  preparatory 

^^^^H                          the  vagiua,  308 

to  operation,  248 

^^^H                       Faquelin'^  354,  3ti4,  379,  389,  420,  509, 

niuriforni  polypi  of,  398 

^^^H 

normal  mucous  membrane  of,  204,  205 

^^^H                Ccllulititi,  449,  453,  4G2,  470 

pupillary  erosion  of,  237 

polypi  of,  236                                                 ^_ 

rapid  dilatation  of,  223,  408                        ^H 

^^^^H                         (litignasii)  nf,  482 

^^^^^1                      pelvic,  4:i7,  <ni 

^^^^^H               Cervical  itiucuu:i  luciubniiic,  inflammatioa 

acurilication  of,  248,  490                               ^H 

^^^H 

Sinis's  uinputation  of,  240                            ^^H 

^^^^^1               CervtcittH,  polyjxiid,  238 

splitting  ot  the,  5U.                                           ^^| 

^^^^^B               Cervix,  amputatiun  of,  213,  332 

Bupravagiual  by;ierCrophy  of,  333              ^^| 

^^^^^B                               bv  llie  giilvanu-cautcry,  374 

symptoms  of  334                           ^^| 

^^^f                                high.  334,  376 

treatment  of,  334                           ^^| 

^^^K                                      aacr-trcutnient  of,  377 

total  ejctir^)ation  of,  .336                             ^H 

^^^^^K                                     by  thu  galviino-cautery,  378 

tubereulot<iM  of  147                                       ^^| 

^^^^H                                     by  the  Pi«i[ui.-iiti  cautery,  379 

diagnosis  of  149                                    ^^| 

^^^^^1 

trv^ttnient  of,  149                                     ^^| 

^^^^^B 

unilatend  laceration  of,  247                         ^^H 

^^^^^1                               Siins'a  uperation,  239 

uteri,  ahiioriiiality  of,  142                            ^^| 

^^^^H                               wedge-Hha[>e(l,  238,  371,  373 

CeiUftition  of  menstruation,  the  time  of,  86     ^H 

^^^^H                               with  c'K'ra.si'ur,  374 

Clnincre  fif  the  vulva,  174                                    ^^B 

^^^^^B                        applietUiun  of  carbolic  acid  to,  288 
^^^^H                        bihiterai  incisiim  of,  240 

Chancroid  id'  the  vulva,  175                                     1 

Chair,  the  Indianapolis  gynecological,  20               1 

^^^^H                                                  of,  24t> 

Chemical  antisepsis,  56                                              1 

^^^^V                       carciiioma  of,  3(>4 

Chloridc-of-zine  pencils,  treatment  of  endo-      ^J 

metritis  with,  214                                        ^^H 

coiwtitutinnal  treatment,  381 

course  iif,  308 

Chloroform,  administration  of,  598                   ^^| 

curettage  in,  379 

Cb  0  rfo  n  i  c  vi  U  i ,  537                                              ^H 

after-treatment  in,  684 

Cicatricial  ^stenosis  of  the  cervix,  240              ^^| 

dia}.'uosi3  of,  3<i8 

from   application  of  catutio^     ^H 

palliative  treatment,  379 

^1 

radical  treatini'iit  of,  370 

Clamp  method  of  removal  of  ovarian  cyat,    ^H 

relief  of  fetid  discharges  in,  380 

^B 

<if  heiiiorrliages  in,  380 

Cleansing  of  sponge*  after  operation,  67         ^^ 

use  of  luustics  in,  380 

Climate,  effect  of,  upon  menutruatiou,  88              | 

cicatricial  steiioais  of,  240 

Clitoris,  164                                                             ^J 

conical,  280 

absence  of,  135                                             ^^| 

cystic  degeneratinn  of,  236,  238 

amputation  of,  166                                      ^^| 

dilatation  of,  283,  284,  285,  286 

cystic  tuniora  of,  182                                   ^^| 

by  graduated  Bounds,  224 
diphtheritic  de|msiLs  upon,  370 

hypertropdiy  of,  165                                       ^^| 

congenital,  135                                     ^^| 

divLHioa  of,  in  sterility,  128 

scirrhous  carcinoma  of,  353                       ^^| 

ectropion  of  the,  240 

tumor  of,  188                                                ^H 

elongati<i]i  of,  2S0 

Cloaca,  rei'to-vaginal.  136                                 ^^| 

epithelioma  of,  3(14 

urn-recto-vaginal,  136                                 ^^ 

erosions  of,  238,  290 

Closure  oi  the  abdominal  incision,  79 

fibroid  polypi  of,  398 

of  the  deep  perineal  and  vaginal  tear 

ii.sHUrc  of.  245 

in  lacerated  perineum,  262 

^^^^^^^^^^^hh 

follicular  cysts  of  the,  237 

of  the  rectal  part  of  the  rent  in  lace- 

glandular hviiertrnphy  of,  240 

rated  perineum,  262 

polypi  of,  24*t 

of  the  sphincter  in  lacerate<i  perineum. 

hypertrofiby  of,  240 

262 

aniputation  of,  288 

Coagula  in  the  menstrual  flow  as  a  proof  of 

incision  of  213,  408 

ahortiiin,  91 

infection  following  plastic  work  upon, 

Cocaine    hvdrochlorate,  operatioo    under. 

219 

263'                                                       ^ 

infravaginal  elongation  of,  334 

Cocci  from  an  empyema,  218                           ^^M 
Coccygodinia,  184                                              ^^| 

laceration  of,  245 

immediate  operation  for,  246 

pnignosis  of,  184                                            ^^H 

^H 

incision  in  the  angles  of,  249 

treatment  of,  184                                         ^^| 

knife  for  denudation  in  the  opera- 

Coccyx,  extirpation  of,  185                                ^^H 

tiini  fur,  249 

palpation  of,  26                                           ^^H 

ri 

metho«l  of  denudation  in  the  opera- 

Ca!liot4imy. 415                                                       ^^| 

tion  fi.r,  249 

adniiiuKt ration  of  drink  after.  662          ^H 

operation  for,  249 

of  frH>d  after,  662                                    ^M 

^L 

syinptomit  of,  246 

uf  purgatives  after,  663                     ^H 

■                        ^^^^^^^^*        INDEX.                WH^^^^'^R                ^H 

Coeliotomy,  nflcr-treiitmeat  of,  660 

Congenital    malformation  of  the   bladder,                 ^^^| 

bathing  alUr,  Gt)7 

^^1 

care  of  bluiJder  iifter,  665 

Congestion  of  the  ovary,  553                                           ^^^| 

dressing  after,  673 

diagnaHifl  of,  554                                                 ^^^| 

during;  iicuUi  peritonitis,  512 

termination  of,  554                                           ^^^H 

fecal  K«tulii  after,  679 

treatment  of,  554                                                ^^H 

flatulence  atler,  6ti8 

Congestive  dyxmenorrhea,  111                                         ^^^H 

cause  of,  unit 

diagnoxi*  of,  llti                                               ^^^| 

for  fibro-nivoiiiatu,  cause  of  dei^tb  after, 

sympt^iins  of,  114                                                      ^^^H 

4.11' 

troutmenl  of,  1  HI                                                 ^^^| 

for  pelvic  abscess,  542 

Conical  cervix,  280                                                         ^^H 

hemurrhiige  following,  674 

Corpus  luieunt,  547                                                           ^^^| 

hernia  iifter,  (JKO 

calciiication  of,  566                                          ^^H 

in  ectopic  (jcdtjition,  546 

cyHtof,  561                                                           ^^^1 

rest  after,  I)(i0 

Cup  pessary,  328                                                                ^^^H 

shock  after,  675 

Curettage  in  carcinoma  of  the  vagina,  358                   ^^^H 

8UI»[(uriitiug  fntula  after,  678 

of  the  carcinomatouM  cervix,  379                             fl^H 

suppuration  of  the  wound  after,  674 

after-treatment  of,  684                                    ^^1 

uremia  following;,  667 
vomitinK  foHowing,  661 
Colic  of  the  Fallopian  tubes,  lU 

of  the  uterus,  214,  219,  222.  242,  283,                          ■ 

285,  330,  332,  389,  424,  486                                  ■ 

after-treatment  of,  233,  688                              ^^1 

uterine,  114 

for  diagnosis,  384,  409                                        ^^^^ 

CSoUmlion,  dressing  the  abdominal  wound 

for  meiiibranouH  <lysmenorrhea,  122                  ^^H 

with,  80 

in  acute  pelvic  inflammation,  227                    ^^^| 

Colon,  wounds  of,  434 

xarvoma,  364                                                  ^^^H 

Colpeurynter,  Hraun's,  329,  348 

itiHtrunierits  for,  224                                             ^^^H 

Colpo-periiieorrliaphv,  332 

Carett«,  btuat,  225                                                            ^^H 

Einmel's  operation,  330 

dull,  62                                                                       ^^1 

Ilegar's  operation,  330,  33^ 
Oolporrhai)hy,  anterior,  332 

Einmet'M  operation,  332,  335,  388 

exploratory.  52                                                        ^^^H 

sharp,  52,  213                                                              ^^^H 

^^^1 

eioltz'»  operation,  332,  336 

Cyst,  dermoid,  410                                                          ^^^| 

contraindications  to,  337 

diagnosis  of,  592                                                 ^^^| 

Combined  operation,  341 

follicular,  of  the  cervix,  237                                   ^^^| 

removal  of  stitches  in,  6Hr5i 

multitocular,  of  ovary,  664                                    ^^H 

Comparative  anjcnorrhea,  98-100 

of  broad  ligament,  559                                           ^^^H 

Complete  amenorrhea,  98 

absence  of  pedicle  in,  604                       ^^H 

liysterecUimy.  430,  431 

adlK-Hton  in.  602                                          ^^^| 

laceration  of  the  perineum,  flap-split- 

of corpus  hitoiiti.  .Vjl                                             ^^H 
of  hy«  atid  of  Morgugni,  560                                    ^^^| 

ting  operation  for,  343 

rupture  of  the   recto-vaginal   septum. 

of  the  htbiciDi  majuit,  182                                          ^^^| 

258 

of  the  ovary.  1G1,  410                                                  ^^H 

c^une  of,  25ft 

adhe!tio(i>t  of,  576,  592                                          ^^^H 

imn)e<liatc   operation  for. 

^^^H 

260 

Btheroniiaouit  changes  in,  566                           ^^^| 

after-treatment  of,  262 

axial  rotation  of,  576                                         ^^^| 

preparations  for.  261 

calcification  of,  566                                            ^^^| 

intermediate       operation 

clamp  method  of  removal,  008                         ^^^| 

for.  263 

complicated  by  ascites,  578                               ^^^| 
l>y  uterine  myoma,  588                              ^^^| 

secondary  operation    for, 

263 

course  of,  ri79                                                          ^^^| 

symptoms  of,  259 

dermoid,  568                                                       ^^H 

after-treatment  of,  266 

diagnosis  of,  474,  581                                       ^^^| 

treat  n>ent  of,  260 

from  ascites,  586                                          ^^^| 

Complicationfl   met    during  o|>eration    for 

from  desmoid  tumor,  589                          ^^^| 

removal  of  fibroid  tumors  of  the  ute- 

from diHtcndvd  Idaddcr,  690                    ^^H 

rus,  428 

from  fecal  tumor,  589                                ^^^| 

Cone  of  tissue  removed  bv  Sinw'n  amputa- 

from hepatic  cyst,  590                               ^^^H 

tion,  239 

from  hvdatid  cyst,  590                               ^^^| 

Congenital  absence  of  ovaries,  661 

from  mesenteric  cysts,  590                       ^^^| 

of  the   vagina  as  a  cause  of  ster- 

front obc-tity,  588  '                                      ^^H 

ility,  126 

from  omental  cysts,  5!>0                             ^^^| 

cpispaditut,  1,35 

from  phantom  tumor.  587                         ^^^| 

hcrmaphrodiHm,  132 

from  re«-to-peritonenl  eyflt,591                  ^^^| 

hypertroohy  of  the  clitoris,  135 
hypospanin;^,  135 

from  renal  cysts,  691                                 ^^^| 

from  splenic  tumor,  590                            ^^^^ 

^^^^^^^^^^V                                                                            ^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H         Cyst  of  the  ovary,  diagnosis 

Decidua  from  ectopic  gestation  different!-          1 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

ated  frojn  membrane  of  membrtuioaa          1 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H                               from 

dysmenorrhea,  53.'>                                         J 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

in  situ  in  ectopic  gestation,  534               ^^M 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

men^trualis,  93,  112                                    ^^| 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^1                                                         of,  56<i 

rellcxa,  96                                                    ^H 

^^^^^^^^1 

vera,  93,  96                                                  ^H 

^^^^^^^^^^1                            hciiiorrluii^f  iiit<i,  r>74 

Defectus  uteri,  137                                           ^^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

Degenerations  of  the  uterus  cattnDg  itetU-         1 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^1                                                                             re- 

ity,  125                                                     ^J 

^^^^^^^^H 

Deposits  upon  tlie  cervix,  S70                        ^^M 

^^^^^^                                    uiagnot>ii4    from    hvdratoaioa, 

Dermoid  evst,  410                                              ^^| 

of  ovary,  568                                       ^H 

^^^K                                             585 

diagnosis  of,  592                          ^^H 

^^^^^B                                           ^>hy»icitl  sijLTii.-'  of,  083 

with  long  red  hair,  567                      ^^| 

^^^^^^B                                 ligation  of  pedicle,  6(t3 

Di^schanip's  needles.  421,  423,  426.  435          ^^M 

^^^^^B                                  multiloculiir,  iHagnoxis  of,  5^1 

Desmoid  tumor,  5f<9                                           ^^m 

^■■P                                  pcdicleof,  o71,  592,  602 

Development  of  the  external  genital  or-         J 

^^^^^'                                    physical  Hi(riis  of,  580 

gans,  130                                                  ^^1 

rupture  of,  577 

Diagnosis  of  pelvic  tumors,  30                       ^^M 

J                                                auppuriitioii  (if,  574 

of  retroflexion  with  the  sound,  297          ^^M 

Hymptdiiis  of,  575 

Diagram  of  the  structures    in   the  liroad  ^^M 

8yini)t4oms  of,  672 

ligament,  558                                           ^^B 

unilocular,  663 

Diagraitimatic  re[>rpscntation  of  intcrBtitiaJ         1 

of  vagina,  199 

tubal  pregnancy,  526                              ^^J 

diiigiiiisis  of,  200 

^ectitiii  nf  tubal  (iregnancy,  522              ^^M 

treatment  uf,  200 

Didclphic  uterus,  141                                        ^^M 

of  vulva,  181 

Diffuse  sarcoma  of  the  uterus,  360                  ^^M 

treatment  of,  182 

symptoms  of,  361  ^^M 
Digital  examination  in  the  lateral  position,         V 

papillary  adlicj^ioo!*,  602 

parovjiriaii,  1()2,  570 

31                                                           J 

abnenee  of  pedicle  in,  604 

per  rectum,  25                                      ^^^ 

adlu-sions  in,  •J<I2 

per  vagiiiam,  23                                  ^^M 

<liat;nosis  ul',  474 

Dilatation  of  tlie  cervix,  122,  283-286,408     ^M 

tubo-ovarian,  -Ml 

by  l>(HiL;ie.'4,  121                                       ^^M 

^^^^^^^^^B                                   Cystic    defeneration    of   the    cervix,   236, 

by  gratluated  sound,  224                    ^^H 

1                                                      238 

by  iucision,  121                                   ^^H 

1                                                  of  the  ovarj-,  101 

by  tents,  47,  121                                   ^H 

1                                          tuinors,  diagnosis  from  pyoHalpingitia, 

gradual,  50                                             ^^H 

^^^^^^H 

in  sterilitv.  128                                    ^H 

of  the  clitoris.  182 

rapid,  48."  120,  223                                      1 

vaginitis,  treatment  of,  199 

of  the  genital  tract  for  examination,  46        J 

Cystitis,  629 

of  the  urethra,  51,  615,  621.  637                ^M 

diagnoftis  of,  633 
diphtheritic,  630 

Dilator,  Kllcnger's,  49                                       ^H 

GoiKlell's.  49,  120.  223,  637                        ^M 

pmgnosia  of.  634 

Hank's  uterine,  48                                      ^^H 

pathology  of,  t)30 

Hegar's  621,650                                         ^H 

prognosiB  of,  634 

Nott's.  48,  49                                               ^H 

symptoms  of.  631 

.Sims's  vaginal,  1<S7                                       ^^H 

treatnioiit  of,  G34 

Thonout'^,  349                                                ^H 

Cystoeole,  264,  322,  323 

Diphtheria  of  the  vulva.  172                           ^^H 

spurious.,  240 

Diphtheritic  cystitis,  630                                  ^^1 

^^^^^^1 

Cystoiiiata  of  the  ovary,  395 

prognosis  of,  634                                 ^^| 

C^stotscopo,  use  of,  644 

Direction  of  the  ureters,  25                              ^^M 

Cystotomy,  I'M 

Displueeuients  of  the  uterus,  125                     ^H 

vaginal,  651 

Distension  of  the  abdomen  by  ovarian  to-        1 

Czernv's  metluHl  for  exstrophv  of  the  blad- 

mor, 582                                                  J 

der,  625 

Distortions  of  the  uterus.  278  ^^1 
Division  of  the  cervix,  128                              ^H 

"pvAVID'S  apparatus  for  sterilizing  cat- 
U    gut,  66 

Dorsal  position.  21.  23,  24,  42.  222,  278, 2S»,  ^B 

389,413,636,643                             ^M 

Decidua  expelled  fram  the  utonia  in  ectopic 

examination  in,  with  va^^al   re-  ^^ 

gestation,  533 

tractors,  45                                              1 

from   ectopic   gestation    differentiated 

Double  bladder,  622                                        ^J 

from    decidua    from    intra-uterine 

uterus  and  double  vagina,  190                 i^H 

1 

i 

u 

pregnancy,  535 

Douche,  vaginal,  242,  488                                 ^^H 
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Douche,  borncic-acid,  for  bladder,  651 
Drain,  gauw,  «J9,  tjll,  072 
Mikulicz,  (>8,  (372 
roll-gHUze,  (>9 
Drainage  iiiler  removal  nf  ovarian  cyat,  60ff 
of  pelvic  abscess  from  vagina,  498 
of  tlio  periUMicum,  157 
of  uU-ru.t  witli  iittloforin  gauze,  214,  219 
with  »teni  peesariess,  214 
Drainage-tube,  gla»8,  68,  69,  517,  605,  611, 
661 
care  of,  70,  i\'\\ 
removiil  of,  ()(»i 
«yriii(rc.  for  cleansing,  70 
time  for  removal  of,  G71 
DreHiugB,  67 

for  the  abdominal  incision,  80, 606, 673 
sterilizatioa  <jf,  541 
Dritik,  adiuiiiiittratiun  of,  after  cceliotoiny, 

6<>-> 
Dropsy  of  Graafian  follicle,  397 
Duclley's  operation,  312 
Dull  curette,  52 
Duplex  uUtub,  141 

Dysmcuorrlua,  110,  212,  213,  243,  248, 284- 
287.  573 
in  anteflexion,  281,  282 
congestive,  111 

diagnoeii*  of.  116 
Bymptonis  of,  1 14 
treatment  of.  119 
description  of,  1 10 
intenin'iHlntiil,  1  H>,  116 
mei'basiii.'iil,  112 

diagno.-iis  ul,  116 
jtymptornH  of,  1 14 
treatniunl  of,  \'iS\ 
nienibriiMou.i,  i>.'l,  112 
eurettciiient  for,  122 
symptoms  of,  115 
treutiiu-tit  I'or,  122 
neuralgia,  111,  114 
diagiiDsitii  of,  116 
>iyni|)tom!!  of,  113 
treatment  of,  117 
obstructive,  diagnosis  of,  116 
!<ymptomM  of,  114 
treatment  of,  120 
oOpliorectrmiy  for,  121 
ovarian,  112 

itymptomii  of,  115 
tn-tttmciit  of,  121 
path<5lo>;y  <if,  111 
prognnsis  of,  1 16 
■symptoms  of,  1 13 
trenttncnt  of,  1 1 7 
varietieM  of.  111 
Dysparcuiiia,  280 
t>y8uria,  324 

I^CHLVOCOOCUS    cysta,  propertiea  of 
I J         lluid  from.  593 
E<.Tiiseur,  Ij74 

KoeberleV,  432 
Ectopic  gestation.  327,  518 

cbnnge«  in  the  ovum.  628 


Ectopic  gestation,  diagnosis  of,  5,S2 

diagnor^iii    of,    from   fibro-myoma, 

637 
diagnoaia  isubsequent  to  rupture, 

636 
etiology  of,  520 

extra-jK-ritoneal  rupture  of,  542 
hemorrhage  in,  522,  524 
history  of,  51K 

intni-peritt^neal  rupture  of,  treat- 
ment of,  540 
pathology  of,  520 
physical  signs  of,  53ll 

at  time  of  rupture,  530 
prior  to  rupture,  532 
ruptured,  diagnosis  from  ruptured 

pyosalpinx,  537 
»ym[>tomH  of,  529 
treatment  of,  538 
varietiea  of,  518 
mensitruiition  94 
Ek;trofiion  of  the  cervix,  240 
Eczema  of  the  vulva,  171 
Electrical  trcatmcut  of  amenorrhea,  103 
of  ectopic  notation,  .>39 
of  endometritis,  2.'W 
of  flbroidf*,  412 

adhi-Hinnpi  from,  428 
of  ovarian  cynt.  ■'i94 
of  pelvic  iniiammation,  458 
ElephantiasiH  of  the  labia,  180 

as  H  caUHf  of  (Sterility,  126 
of  the  vulva,  1»0 
diagnosis  of,  180 
treatment  of,  186 
Elevator,  uterine,  35 
Ellinger'H  dilator,  49 
Elliott's  uterine  elevator,  35 
Hlni  tent,  47 

Elongation  of  the  cervix,  280 
Emmenagoguex,  l't3 

Emmet's  buttonhole  operation  for  prolapse 
of  urethra,  622 
melhml  of  cyntotflmy,  646 
modification  of  8iniH't<  anterior  clytror- 

rhaphy. 330 
operation    for  anterior    colporrhaphy, 
332,  335,  338 
for  artificial  urethral  fintula,  276 
for  col|Mi-iM>rinoorrhaphy,  330 
for  perine<irrliapliy,  332 
for  rclaxe<l  vaginal  outlet,  2-'i6 
for  tra<'helorrlia|iliy.  239,  331 
uterine  applicat/)r,  40 
elevator,  .35 
EmphyscmatoUM  vaginitis,  196 
Empyema,  cocci  from,  218 
Kncliondroma  of  vulva,  184 
Em-vstrd  tulxTculHr  jH'rit<inilit», 
End<H'.ervir.itis,  glandular,  236 
gonorrheal,  235 
Bcptic.  235 
aymptidiDt  of,  236 
trontmi-nt  of,  238 
EadomctritkK,  207,  307.  464 
acute,  101 


161 


^^^^^^     G96  ^^^^B^^^^^^  INDEX.                                              ^^^^H 

^^^H               Endometritis,  atrophic,  208,  212,  213,  232 

Erosions,  papillary,  of  the  cervix,  287            ^^| 

^^^^^H                       cbranic  liypertropJiic,  320 

Erysipelas  of  the  vulva,  172                               ^^B 

^^^^^B                        ulectriuil  trcuttiient  of,  233 

Escape  of  fetus  in  peritoneal  cavity  in  to-           1 

^^^H                         I'uiigoid,  2<J8, -Jll,  213 

bal  pregnancy,  522                                    ^^J 

^^^^1                        glaiiilulur. 

Ether,  admin i.'^trntion  of,  598                             ^^| 

^^^^^1                       gotiorrlieal, 

Everaion  of  the  rectum,  25,  26                           ^^f 

^^^^H                                 putlir>ln^7  of,  220 

Examination  and  treatment  at  the  office,           1 

^^^^H                               symptoiiiti  nf,  219,  221 

arrangement  for,  21                                       J 

^^^^H                                                 i>t;  221 

at  the  patient'8  home,  19,  580                    ^H 

^^^^^B                      hypertr<;{)irH:,  21U 

at  the  physician's  office,  19                        ^^| 

^^^^^B                             gl;tiidular,  with  urlenomatous  de- 

bimanual,  28                                                     1 

^^^^^H                                     generation,  208 

by  the  uterine  sound,  32                                     1 

^^^^^H                                                 of,  213 

digital,  per  rectum,  25 

^^^^H                         intcrstil.iitl, 

dilatation  of  the  genital  tract  for,  46 

^^^^^m                     poly[>oiii. 

instrumental,  32 

^^^^^B                                              ilCUte, 

iu  the  lateral  ])08ition,  bimanual,  31 

^^^^B                                      pallioloiry  of,  216 

digitid,  31 

^^^^^H                               chroiui',  piilliology  of,  217 

methods  ol',  23 

^^^^^B                       tieptic,  Hyii)ptoui8  uf,  217 

ocular.  23 

^^^^^M                               treatment  of,  219 

of  the  vaginal  entrance,  32 

^^^^^1                       simple, 

of  the  female  nelvic  oi^aos,  17                   ^i 

^^^^^1                               syiiiptoniH  of, 

per  vaginnu),  digitjil,  23                              ^^| 

^^^^^H                                trcatiiiL-nt  of.  213 

position  of  [mtient  I'or,  21                            ^^H 

^^^^^B                        treatment  of  heriiorrhages  in,  213 

]ire|)aratioiiK  for,  18                                        ^^| 

^^^^^^                                with  clilorido  of  zinc,  214 

rectal,  4G,  410                                                ^H 

^^^^^B                 Endutnetriuin,  anatomy  of,  202 

under  ttrii^thesia,  46                                     ^^| 

^^^^H                       aiHiliciitiori  of  carbolic,  acid  to  the,  285 

with  the  Hpeculum,  37                                  ^^^ 

^^^H                               of  iodine  to  the,  215,  22G,  233,  242, 

Exantlieuiata  of  the  vulva,  170                          ^^u 

^^^H 

Explumtiiry  curette,  52                                             J 

^^^^H                       benign  hypertrnpliics  of,  363 

needle  and  syringe,  53                                 ^^J 

^^^^^P                        during  incnHtruatioti,  20ti 

puncture  in  ovarian  eyat,  592                     ^^| 

^^^^                        fibre  of  the,  202 

Exstrophy  of  the  bladder,  623                         ^^ 

r                                      fifty-three  days  after  application  of  a 

Thiersch's  operation  for,  624 

couHtic,  231 

treatment  of,  624 

method  of  reproduction  of,  230 

External  genitals,  malignant  diseases  of. 

phv«iology  of,  204 

351 

polypoid  flegentralion  of,  381 

Extirpation  of  the  cervix,  total,  876 

piiiTperal,  217 

of  the  coccvx,  IS.T 

senile,  2117 

of  the  uterus,  total,  376,  420 

thirteen  days  after  curettage,  232 

in  fibroids,  430 

thirty-one  days  afler  curettage,  232 

])reparation  of  patient  for,  424     m 

three  months"  afler  curettage,  231* 

Extra-ueritoneal  method  of  suprn-raginal    ^H 
nysterecttMnv,  41G                                      ^^ 

Enlarged  blood-vessels  in  iutra-ligamentary 

tihroidH.  42« 

Extra-uterine  pregnancy,  327,  410,  4S2,  518          1 

in  multinodular  MibscroUH  fibroid 

cause  of,  452                                            ^^J 

of  the  iiteroM,  405 

diagnoiiis  of,  474,  479                          ^^| 

Enudeation,  vaginal,  of  fibroid  tumors  of 

Extroreraion  of  the  bladder,  623                     ^^f 

xiterMi*,  413 

1 

EpisnadiaB,  congenital,  135 

Epithelioma,  catiliHower,  of  the  cervix,  365 

T71ALL0P1AN  tube,  abnormality  of,  142      ^J 
\:           alwence  of,  142                                      ^^| 

nodular,  of  the  cervix,  365 

adherent  to  ovary,  464                         ^^| 

of  the  cervicnl  mucous  membrane,  365 

adhesions  of.  5i)6                                ^^| 

of  the  cervix,  S<;4 

anatomy  of.  M^                                    ^^| 

of  the  vagina,  356 

catheterization  of,  498                         ^^H 

of  the  vulva,  351 

changes  in,  at  pnbertv,  550                ^^| 

etiology  of,  352 

colic  of  the.  Ill                                    ^H 

treatment  of,  353 

human,  section  of,  550                         ^^| 

papillary,  of  tiie  cervix,  365 

in  sterility,  124                                     ^^H 

parenehyinatouM,  of  the  cervix,  366 

malformation  of,  551                             ^^M 

superfieiut,  of  the  cervix,  360 

method  i>i  ligation  of.  607                  ^^B 

ulcerative,  of  tbc  cervix,  3»>*» 

of  Macaque  monkey,  54S                          1 
of  Pauolian  deer,  549                          ^J 

^^^^^Hk. 

Ergot,  treatment  of  fibroid  tumors  of  the 

uterus  bv,  411 

palliation  of,  29                                    ^^H 

EroBiona  of  the  cervix,  238,  290 

stricture  of,  501                                    ^^H 

of  the  vagina,  phosphatie  concretion  in, 

tuberculosis  of,  161                              ^^H 

278 

diagnosis  of,  153                         ^^| 
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• 

Fallopian  tube,  tuHerculowia  of,  patlioloarv 

Fibrr>-myoma,   intenititial,   paral}'Big  after                  ^^^| 

of,  i:>i 

ca'liotomy  for,  433                                                  ^^^H 

prognosis  o(.  IftS 

569                                                               ^^^H 

syui  I'll  "111!*  of,  loli 

of  the  iileruK,  400                                                          ^^H 

trfutirieiit  ot,  ITiS 

secondary    lnntorrhage    after    ooeliot-                   ^^^| 

Fatal  h^morrhogL'  in  removal  of  ovarian 

tor,  431                                                             ^^^H 

cy>it,  tJini 

!«e]isis  after  cioliotomy  for,  432                                  ^^^| 

Fatty   abdominal  wall  simulating  ovarian 

tshoi'k  aller  onerations  for,  433                                  ^^^H 

cyMt,  589 

^ubinui-oUH,  diagnoiiis  of,  407                                    ^^^H 

(leireneration  i>f  cvsl  of  ovary,  566 

iiulti^erims,  diagnostis  of,  409                                      ^^^H 

Fecal  Jistulii,  HJ2.  I«3,"  207.  275,  G13 

Fibro-pupillary    hypertrophv    of   bvmen,                  ^^^H 

after  ca'Iiotoiny,  <>79 

^^H 

tumor  n.-Hotiibling  ovarian  cyst,  589 

Fibro-sarcoma  of  t)ie  uterus,  359                                   ^^^H 

Fecundiit-ion,  iirtificini,  12K 

!!ymptom8  of,  361                                                 ^^^H 

npptinitu.H  lor,  129 

Figure-ol-eigh(  ligature  of  Fallopian  tube,                   ^^^| 

Female  generative  organs,   anomalies   of, 

^^H 

130 

Fiasure  of  the  cervix  uteri,  245                                        ^^^| 

examination  of,  17 

Fistula,  abdominal,  516                                                    ^^^| 

Fergusaon's  cylindrical  speculum,  43 

fecal,  162,  163,  267,  275,  613                                     ^^1 

Fibre  of  the  t-ndouictrium,  202 

after  cnaiiotomy,  679                                           ^^^H 

Fibrinr>us  |»erit<jnitis,  457 

genital,  267                                                                  ^^H 

Fibrn-cystic  tHmors  of  the  uterus,  411 

Idt^rvi^ceral,  159                                                         ^^^| 

Fibroid  of  the  labium  majus,  181 

pcr!iiMti-nt,  closure  of,  270                                             ^^^H 

of  the  ovarv  ealcilicd,  r>(J9 

159                                                                    ^^H 

of  the  uterus,  85,  400 

recto-vaginal,  276,  339,  684  ^^H 
recto- vulval,  276                                                         ^^^^ 

calcification  of,  4t)3 

cause  of  death  in,  407 

^nripurating,  atler  coeliotomy,  678  ^^^H 
tubercular,  of  the  vagina,  147                                  ^^^^ 

complicjition    met    during   opera- 

tiou.  428 

umbilical,  159                                                            ^^^H 

dinKtiosis  of,  407 

ureteral,  267                                                               ^^^H 

general     consideration    of    treat- 

diagnosis of,  268                                                  ^^^H 

ment,  42!) 

in,  269                                                     ^^^H 

hcinorrhuKc  in,  408 

treatment  of,  268                                                ^^H 

r                               interstitial,  402,  4f>3 

uretero-vaginal,  269                                                       ^| 

intra-ligamentous,  409,  425 

urethral,  275                                                                 ^^J 

Martin'!!  operation  for,  416 

artificial,  275                                                        ^^H 

nodular,  414 

urinary,  267                                                                ^^^| 

non-operative  treatment  of,  411 

vesical,  variouH  forms  of,  267                                    ^^^H 

redeniatoiis  subnuJcouH,  408 

ves^ico-uterinc,  269                                                     ^^^H 

puin  iti,  405 

treatment  of,  270                                                 ^^^| 

pcdiculated,  403 

vettico-utero-vaginal,  271,  272                                   ^^^H 

pri'H.-«Hrcsymjjt<un-i  in,  40(J 

veaico-vaginal,  272,  620,  637,  684                             ^^H 

removal  by  iiinrccllatinii,  413,  410 

treatment  of,  273                                                   ^^^B 

per  va^rinam,  4S1 

viscero-abdomirial,  159                                              ^^^H 

Balpi«;r«-oo[>horectomy  fur,  435 

Flap-splitting  method,  a|>|Mication  of,  342                     ^^^H 

subiriurout,  401 

for  complete  laceration  of  the  peri-                    ^^^B 

suhperitoneal  pcdiculated,  402 

neuni,343                                                         ^^^| 

nub^erouit,  402 

for  incomplete  laceration  of  the                  ^^^| 

surpicttl  treatment  of,  418 

perineum,  343                                              ^^^| 

syniptoia^t  of,  405 

for  perineorrhaphy,  330,  342                             ^^H 

treatment  of,  by  electricity,  412 

Flatulence  after  cfsliotomy,  668                                       ^^^B 

by  ergot,  411 

caiiHc  of,  669                                               ^^H 

vajriinil  enucleation  of,  413 

Flexion!*  of  the  uterus  as  a  cause  of  ateril-                  ^^^| 

of  vagina,  IW) 

^^H 

of  the  vulva,  181 

Fluid,  HHcitic,  properties  of,  693                                        ^^^^| 

polyp  of  the  Mloru«,  346 

froMi  ecbinococcuA  cyst,  properties  of,                  ^^^H 

tubercubMi:*  of  the  peritcmeum,  157 

^^H 

diagnoisia  of,  158 

from  ( iraafian  follicle,  properties  of,  59S                   ^^^H 

prognoBis  of,  158 

from  ovarian  cyst,  properties  of,  693                        ^^^B 

tiymptoniM  of,  157 

Follicular  cysts  of  ihe  cervix,  237                                  ^^^B 

treatment  of,  158 

ovary,  561                                                     ^^^| 

Fibro-myoma,  537 

vaginitis,  196                                                               ^^^B 

accidcnu  occurring  during  operation 

vulvitis.  168                                                                 ^^H 

for,  434 

Pood,  administration  of,  after  cceliotomy,                 ^^^| 

cauHe  of  death  after  crpliolomy  for,  431 

^H 

int«nttitiul,  diagnosis  of,  408 

Forcible  dilatation  of  the  cervix,  120                            ^^H 
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Fountain  syringe  for  irrigation,  73 
Frozen  section  of  jyirl  aged  thirteen,  299 

Wuldover's,  of  the  female  pelvis, 
300 
Fungus  endometritis,  208,  211 

treatment  of,  213 

GANtJKENE  of  thp  vulva.  172 
liauze-bHji  "Iniin,  (>S 
Gauxe  drain,  li!),  til  1,  (572 

dressing  the  alulnitiiiial  wound  witli,  80 
ioilofurm,  drainugc  i»f  uterus  with,  214 

prepunitiun  nf,  ii'A 
packing:  of  the  uterus,  215,  233,  241 
jjads  uneii  in  jilufe  of  sponges,  6% 
dterilization  nf,  G8 
General  state  of  the  patient's  health  in  ster- 
ility, 126 
Generative  orgun8,  anomalies  of,  130 
Genital  fistula,  207 

organs,  complete  abwcnee  of,  ISl 
eiternnl,  development  of,  130 

nialforriiiition  r>f,  130 
ititernal,  abaenee  of,  131 
tuberculosia,  144 
Gestation,  eutopie,  diagnosis  of,  532 
from  libro-myonia,  537 
8ubae<|UPrit  lo  rupture,  536 
etiology  ol,  .'i2M 
extra-perituneal  rupture,  542 
heiiiorriiage  in,  r»22,  524 
history  ot,  518 
intra-peritimeal  rupture,  treatment 

of,  540 
pathology  of,  520 
pliywica!  signs  of,  530 

at  time  of  rupture,  530 
jirior  to  rupture.  532 
ruptured,  diagnosis  from  ruptured 

pyosaljiinx,  537 
rtvm;)ti>ni»  of,  529 
treatmetit  of,  688 
varii'lie^  of,  518 
Gland,  vulvovaginal,  abscess  of,  treatment 
of,  170 
distension  of,  178 
Glandular  endocervicitis,  236 
('iidf)inetritis,  2011 
hynertrnphy  of  the  cervix,  240 
polypi  ol  thetiTvix,  240 
uterine  j)o]vp,  211 
GtaaH  drainage-tube,  t^8,  69,  605,611,  661 
care  of,  70,  (170 
removal  of,  (i<H) 
syringe  for  fleausing,  70 
time  for  removal  of,  671 
GlaJM-jar  irrigator,  74 
Glycerin  tampons,  493 
Gonoi'occi,  221 
Gonorrhea,  475,  486,  556 

:is  a  cause  of  pelvic  inflammation,  441 
Gonorrheal  endocervicitis,  236 
endometritlH,  220 

pathology  of,  220 
symptom's  of,  21ft,  221 
treatment  of,  221 


Gonorrheal  infection,  484 

of  the  urethra,  616 

treatment  of,  616 
vaginitis,  194 
vufvitis,  174 
Goodell's  dilator,  49.  120,  223.  687 

siHTulujn.  40.  42 
GraahiLii  loIliL-les,  545 

apoplexy  of,  664 

drop-iv  of,  897 

freshly-ruptunnl.  547 

properties  (d'tluid  from,  593 
Gradual  dilatation  of  the  cervix,  60 
Granular  vaginitis,  195 
Gravid  Fallopian  tube  at  lentii  week,  521 
Gynet-ological  cabinet,  20 

HAGEDOIIN  needle,  339 
Hands,  method  of  antisepticizing,  ■ 
method  of  cleansing,  62 
Hank's  uterine  dilator.  48 
Hegar's  dilators,  <)21,  (>50 

method  of  examination,  582 
operation     for    colpo-perineorrhaphy, 
330,  338 
for  rectoeele,  831 
for  removal  of  the  adnexa,  480 
liematidrosis.  94 
HematooeJe,  pelvic,  530,  537 
ctinlogy  of,  631 
pliysit-al  signs,  531 
Hematf>nia  of  the  vulva,  176 
ovarian,  581 
pelvic,  530.  537 

changes  in,  532 
physical  ^igns,  531 
sup]iu ration  of,  642 
Hematometra,  94.  240,  685 
Hematosalpinx,  452,  4r66 
diagnoMiH  of,  475 
physical  signs  of,  471 
prognosis  of,  484 
Hematuria.  632,  643,  648,  649 
Hemorrhage  after  ca?liotoniy,  674 

fatal,  in  removal  of  oviuian  cyst,  608 

in  cNdiinietritis,  treatment  of,  213 

in  pregnancy,  108 

into  ovarian  cyst,  574 

secondary,  after  cosliotomy  for  fibromy- 

omata,  431 
transfusion  nf  steriiiiced  salt  solution 

atler.  432 
uterine,  105.  106 

use  of  tampon  in,  109 
Hepatic  cysts  resembling  ovarian  cysts,  590 
Herniaphrodism,  bilateral,  132  ~ 

congenital,  132 
lateral,  133 

pscudo,  propcJ,  183,  134 
true,  132 
unilateral,  132 
Hernia  labialis  inguinalis,  178 

of  the  ovary  through  the  ioguioal  I 

nal,  552 
pudendal,  178 
posterior,  178 
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Hernia,  pudendal,  treatment  of,  178 

Hysterectomv  through  the  sacnim,  898 

^^1 

vapinulis  Inbiiilis,  178 

vaKiual,"l50,  332.  345,  350,  385,  415 

^^^H 

vciitrnl,  tJKi,  tiSO 

after-treatment  of,  392,  686 

^^^1 

iliasjnwia  frnm  ovarian  cyst,  588 

clamp  o|ieration,  3>*7 

^^^1 

sulurc.-i  in  pliice  for  repair  of,  681 

objection  to,  387 

^^^1 

Herpes  of  the  vulva,  170 
Higtee's  speculum,  41,  42,  43,  46 

dangers  of,  388 

^^^1 

ligation  of  ureter  in,  686 

^^^1 

High  amputation  of  tbe  cervix,  334,  376 

ligature  operation,  389 

^^^1 

after-treatment  of.  377 

objection  t«),  388 

^^^1 

by  the  calvano-cautery,  378 
iby  the  Paquetiti  cautery,  379 

Hystero-niyouiectomy,  77 

^^^1 

Hysttcrorrhaphy,  307.  309,  332,  345,  553 

^^^H 

Horistontal  section  of  abdomen,  544 

objections  to,  316 

^^^1 

Hottcntot'9  apron,  IS.'i,  lti4 

performance  of,  813 

^^^1 

Hydatid  cyst  re,Henibliiig  ovarian  cyst,  690 

reiiuival  of  the  Ktitches  in,  316 

^^^1 

of  Morgagni,  &51 

sutures  in  pooition  in,  314 

^^^1 

cyst  of,  5«(> 

Hysterotome,  128 

^^^1 

Hydramiuos,  5S5 

^^^H 

Hydrocele  of  the  labium  niujus,  177 

TCPITHYOL,  application  of,  to  the  endo- 
J.                 nielrium,  215 

^^^1 

I^lydrometra,  585 

^^^H 

HydroneTihr«>*i»,  S20 
Hydrosalpinx,  iW,  4<>4 

to  the  vagina!  mucous  membrane, 

^^^H 

301 

^^^1 

diagnosis  of,  474,  475 

use  of,  558 

^^^1 

phyrtieal  signs  of,  471 

vacinal  tampims  of,  242,  494 

^^^1 

Hymen,  alinonnalities  of,  135 

Immediate  abdominal  operations,  prepara- 

^^^H 

atrej<isi  of,  135,  188 

tions  liir,  76 

^^^1 

byiiertrophv  of,  aa  a  catue  of  aterility, 

Imperforate  hymen,  121,  187 

^^^1 

120 

diagnosis!  of,  liW 

^^^H 

iuifK^rftjrat*-,  Til,  1>17 

Inci[>ii'nt  cancer  of  tiie  uterus,  209 

^^^1 

diattniwin  of,  UH» 

Incision,  bilateral,  of  the  cervix,  240 

^^^1 

HypereathcHitt,  vulvo-vajjinal,  186 

of  the  cervix,  213,  40« 

^^^1 

treatment  of,  185 

slmrt,  in  abdominal  wall,  77 

^^^^1 

Hyperinvolutiun  of  the  uterus,  lOt,  125, 

Incomitatiliility  as  a  cauac  of  Hterility,  126 

^^^1 

243 

Incomjilete    laceration   of   the    perineum, 

^^^1 

diagnosin  of,  244 

tlap-splitting  operation  for,  348 
operations,  610 

^^^1 

treatment  of,  12.S,  244 

^^^H 

Hypertrnpliic  liiitonielritis,  210 

rupture   of  the  recUi-vaginal  wptum, 

^^H 

chronic,  3'JO 

old,  253 

^^^^1 

gtanduhtr.  with   adenomatous  de* 

area    of   denudation    in, 

^^^1 

peneratiiHi,  2().S 

256 

^^^1 

trcattiicni  of.  213 

introduction  of  sutures  in, 

^^^1 

metritis,  chronic,  ;!20 

267 

^^^1 

Hypertrophy  of  anteflexed  ut«rus,  281 

aymptoma  of,  255 

^^^1 

of  the  Ijlailder-wall,  648 

treatment  of,  265 

^^^H 

of  the  cervix,  240 

recent,  252 

^^^1 

glandular,  240 

suturinjr  of,  253 

^^^H 

supravaginal,  383 

Incontinence  of  urine  following  dilatation 

^^^H 

syinpUjui.H  of,  334 

of  the  urethra,  616 

^^^H 

treatment  of,  334 

Indianapolin  gynecological  chair,  20 

■ 

of  the  clitoriH,  105 

Infantile  uterus,  138 

^^^t 

congenital,  X'.\'> 

Infection   following  plastic  work  upon  the 

^^^M 

of  thfi  hymen  as  a  cau»e  of  steriiitv, 

cervix,  219 

^^^H 

126 

gonorrheal,  484 

^^^1 

of  thenyniphie,  1G4 

septic  [luerperul,  484 

^^^1 

of  the  vaginal  wallx,  189 

Inflammation    and   uhst^eas  of   the   vulvo- 

^M 

Hy{K>HpadiaH,  615 

vaginal  glands,  169 

^^^ 

conjfenitai,  135 

Inflammatory  changes  in  cervical  mucous 

^^^H 

Hysterectomy,  3tl3 

membrane,  235 

^^^1 

abdominal,  3>)2 

discai<e»  of  the  uterus,  202 

^^^H 

complete,  43(1,  431 

Infravuginal  elontralion  of  the  cervix,  334 

^^^1 

in  ectopic  {;e«tHlion,  543 

IiUUries  to  the  vagina  aa  a  cause  of  sterility, 

^^^1 

aupra-va^iiial,  349 

126 

^^^1 

extra-peritoneal  method,  416 

of  the  vulva,  176 

^^^1 

intra-abdominal  method,  4IS 

Intttrunient  case,  59,  64 

^^^1 

through    latcrnl    coccyireal    inciHiona, 

table.  58 

^^^1 

392 

In»trnments,  eare  of.  68 

^^^1 

through  perineal  incision,  392 

aterilizution  of,  64,  222,  541 

1 

■ 

^         TOO                               ^       INDEX.                                    V^^^^^l 

^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H          Interlocking  ligature,  G04 

Irrigation,  fountain  eyringe  for,  73                ^^| 

^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B          Int(^riii(?ne>trual  tlyKiiieiiorrhra,  110,  115 

glass  jar  for,  74                                            ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H          Iritenititial  cndoiiietritiM, 

of  bladder,  636                                            ^H 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H                   fibroid  tumor  of  thf  iiteTus,  402,  403 

of  [teritotieiil  cavity,  510,  642,  605             ^^% 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B                  iibro-inyutiiM,  (liugnosin  of,  4U8 

of  the  uterus  alter  dilatation,  225                  1 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^V 

Irritable  bladder.  J 14,  625                                         1 

^^^^^^^1 

^^^^^^^B                          diagnoeis  of, 

<1iiicrn<i8is  of  628                                         J 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^H                  pregnancy,  •')19,  525 

symptoms  of,  625,  627                        ^J 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^H                  Halpingitfii.  1^3,  4(i5 

treatment  of,  628                                 ^H 

^^^^^^^^^^1 

^^^^^^^^^ 

■ 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^B                           diiii^nn(«i8 
^^^^^^^H          Intervisceral  fi«tula,  159 

JACKSON'S  perineal  retractor,  46              ^H 
fj     Jenks's  .spiral  uterine  sound,  33              ^^| 

^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^H          Intestinal    coniplicatioas    in    removal    of 

■ 

^^^^^^^1 

^^^^^^^^H 

\r  ELLY'8  leg-holder,  71                              ^| 
rV     pad,  77,  222                                           ^H 

^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H                          t'riim  uviirian  cyet,  579 

ureteral  catheter,  657                           I^H 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H                 paratysiH    ntter    cceliotoniy    for    fibro- 

HOund,  657 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^1 

Knee-chest  position,  22,  199,  293,  296.  329 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H          Intestines,  iidh<^i(»ii!«  of,  505 

reposition  of  the  retroflexed  uterus. 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H                  lacerations  of            ul,  in  removal  of 

2it5 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^H 

Knife  for  denudation  in  the  operation  for 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H 

la<'(Tati'>n  of  the  cervix,  249 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H                                        boweU  after,  GB4 

Knot,  StaJliirdsliire,  608                                      ^ 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B                              removal       ovarian  cyst,  009 

TaitV,  508                                                   ^H 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^            Intra-abdominal   method   of   tiupravuginal 

Kocberle's  Acra^eur,  432                                   ^^f 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H 

Kra-slce'a  oi)erntion  for  hysterectomy,  393           1 

^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B           Intru-ligamcntouH  fibroids,  409,  425 

severance  of  the  ureter  in.'  893               1 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^K            Intra-peritoneal  obscost.,  455,  461 

wound  of  tlie  rectum  in.  393                  1 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^H^                                           !<tgiis  of,  473 

Krug's  frame  for  Trcndelenberg'a  position,        J 

^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^K                  method'  of   removal   of  ovarian  crat, 
^^^^^^^H           Intra-uterine  fibroid  polyp,  399 

22,  m                                              ^H 

^^^^H 

T  ADIA,  adhesions  of,  165                           ^H 
XJ          treatment  of,  Ui6                                ^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^1 

^^^^^^^^B 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^H                            VullietV  mdlind.  407 

elephantia-siH  of,  180                                 ^^H 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^H                                            104,  121,  12S 

majora,  164                                                ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B           Introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  rectum, 

abfienee  of,  135                                   ^H 

^^^^^^^H 

multiplication  of,  135                       [^H 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^B 

minora,  hypertrophy  of,  164                   ^^f 

^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^H                    of  tlu'                 Konnd,  38 

Labial  obsetiis,  1711                                                  1 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H                                 curves  til  facilitate,  S4 

Labium,  fldipOMC  tumor  of,  183                      J 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^H           Inversion  of  the  ])laddi>r,  652 

fibrnid  of,  181                                               ^m 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^H                            diagiuisis 

niajiit!,  cysts  of,  182                                   ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B 

hydrocele  of,  177                                ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H 

Laceration  uf  the  cervix  uteri,  245              ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

■^^^^H                   of                      32^:,  345 

bilateral,  246                                      ^H 

^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^B                           ciiUHe  of  death  in,  347 

immediate  operation  for,  240          ^^| 
inei.«ion  in  t  le  angle*  of,  249          ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

H    ^^^^^^                            dia^iiasis  of  347 
H                                                   iinignosis  of,  348 
I                                                   Th.irnns'a  operation  for.  348,  349 

^^^^^^^H 

knife  for  denudation  in  the  open|^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

(ion  fur,  249                               ^^H 

^^^^^^^H 

■                                                   tPfjitiMPntof,  348 

method  of  denudation  in  tbcop«^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

H                                    Involutinii  <jf  the  uterns.  ahnfirmalitic**  of. 

at  ion  for,  249                             ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

■    ,                                           lafi,  226,  233,  242,  2«4,  301 

o])eration  for,  249                            ^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

H                                  Iodine,  application  of,  to  tlie  endometrium, 

symptoms  of,  246                             |^^| 

^^^^^^^H 

■                                                    215 

treatment   preparatorv   to    OPM^^H 

^^^^^^^H 

H                                                to  the  vaginal  vault,  494 

tion,  248                                      ^^1 

^^^^^^^H 

■                                  Iodoform  gauze,  drainage  of  uterus  with. 

unilateral,  247                                   ^H 

^^^^^^^^H 

1                                                       214 

of  the  perineum,  258                               ^^H 

^^^^^^^^^ 

packing  of  the  uterus  with,  288, 
407,  40S,  414 

aH  a  cause  of  prolapne,  821            -^H 

^^^B 

causei^  of,  259                                    ^H 

^^^P 

preparafinn  of.  223 
Btcrilization  of,  606 

imtnediate  operation  in,  260           ^H 

^^H 

after-treatment  of.  262     ^H 

^^H 

lodoformized  gauws  preparation  of,  68 

jjreparation  for,  261       .  ^* 
intermediate  operation  in,  2K8 
introduction  oi  sutures  in,  2<M 

^^^t 

oil,  injection  of,  in  tuberculosis  of  blad- 

^^H 

der.  G41 

^^H^ 

Irregular  mcn!<truation,  81 

recognition  of  the  sphincter  ani. 

L 

Irrigating  tube,  Baldy's,  74 

264                                                    , 

^^^^^^m^^^v              ^^^^^^" 

■ 

^"          Laceration  of  the  perineum,  secondary  oper- 

Medullary  sarcoma  of  the  vulva,  353 

^H 

1                                                  ation  for,  2ti3 

Melntiotim  of  vulva,  181 

^^^H 

L                                        afUr-trealtneDtof,  266 

Membrauoufi  dysmenorrhea,  93,  112 

^^^H 

^m                        symptoms  of,  259 

curettement  for,  122 

^^^H 

^B                         treatment  of,  260 

diagnosis  of,  from  ectopic  gesta- 

^^^H 

^H           Laminftria  tentd,  51,  12U'> 

tion,  535 

^^^^^M 

^M          LaLerHftlexiuna,  28ti 

membrane*  of,  113 

^^^H 

^B                  hermaplirodbtri,  l'i'\ 

xymptoum  of,  115 

^^^H 

^M                  piMitioii,  extiininiition  in,  31 

treatmortt  for,  122 

^^^^^1 

^H           Le  Fort'.-t  o  lersktion,  3:^) 

Menopause,  83 

after  removal  of  appendages,  512 
artificially   induced,   in  treatment  of 

^^^H 

■          Lea  latera    ponituin,  22,  38,  40,  44,  268, 

^^^H 

■ 

^^^H 

^1                                appearance  of  relaxed  vaginal 

tibroids,  43t) 

^^^H 

■                                     ritttlct  in,  255 

awakening  of  nexual  desire  by,  84 

^^^H 

■          Leg-ljr.lder,  KellyV,  71 

description  of,  83 

^^^^1 

^"                   Uobb'rt  modification  of  Kelly's,  71 

diagno.sis  of,  86 

^^^H 

Leucorrhen,  84.  114,  156,  211,  212,  218,248, 

following  removal  of  appendages,  682 

^^^H 

— -^          255,  281,  290,  3i)8,  406,  465,  466,  468, 

malignant  disease    of  the  uterua  at, 

^^^H 

480,  508 

85 

^^^H 

Ligation    of   FalEopiaa  tube,  method  *of, 

pathology  of,  86 

^^^M 

607 

prognosis  of,  87 

^^^^M 

Ligature,  braided  »ilk.  422 

symptoms  of,  84,  87 

^^^H 

catgut,  339,  388,  391.  603 

synonyms  of,  83 

^^^H 

figitre-of-eight,  508 

treatment  of,  87 

^^^^1 

interlocking,  604 

uterine  hemorrhage  at,  85 

^^^H 

t                      niHieriaU,  6'> 

vicarious  hemorrhages  during,  85 

^^^H 

^                  quilting,  50i) 

Menorrhiigia,  89,  90,  220 

^^^^1 

^M                  riibbiT,  method  of  fiistening,  417 

and  metrorrhagia,  106 

^^^1 

■                  Bilk.  388.  422,  507,  603,  653 

causes  of,  105 

V^H 

^m          LigaCure-s,  a  ipticiition  of,  in  removal  of 
^m                     fif»roiiI  uleru.t,  421 

fretiueucy  of,  105 
pathology  of,  107 
prognosis  of,  107 

^H 

a^^l 

P              Light  r«ir  operating  room,  67 

^1^1 

I                Li|M»ma  of  the  vulva,  183 

treatment  of,  107 

^^^^1 

;                Lithotrity,  (i+T. 

between  pcrimla.  108 

^^^H 

wjntraindictttionH  to,  646 

Menses,  retentimi  of,  H4 

^^^H 

Long  incision  in  abdominal  walls,  79 

Menstrual  discharge,  coagula  in,  as  proof 

^^^H 

Lupiw  of  the  vulva,  144-14ti 

of  abortion.  91 

^^^H 

',               Lymphatics  of  the  uterus,  203 

comjriK<ition  of,  90 
«|nantity  of,  !M> 

^H 

■y  ALFORMATION  of  the  bladder,  con- 
iVl     genital,  622 

Hource  of,  91 

^^^^H 

endometrium,  92 

^^^H 

of  the  ('Sternal  genital  organs,  130 

flow,  204 

^^^H 

1                Malformations  of  ihu  vagina  as  a  cause  of 

pad,  97 

^^^H 

sterility.  126 

Menstruating  endometrium,  206 

^^^H 

Malignant  abdoiutnul  growths,  161 

women,  matiiigement  of,  97 

^^^H 

adenoma  nl"  the  uterine  mucoiu  mem- 

Menstrualio  alba,  91 

^^^^1 

brane,  382 

Menstruation,  81,  205 

^^^H 

diseastes  of  the  external  eenitals,  351 
of  the  female  genitalia.  351 

after  oophorectomy,  95 

^^^H 

and  ovulation,  95 

^^^H 

of  the  uterus  at  menopause,  85 

dititurbance  of,  in  pelvic  inflammation, 

^^^H 

1                               of  the  vagina,  3.>') 

4ti7 

^^^H 

neoplajiuiH  of  the  urethra,  618 

during  pregnancy,  96 
eflw'l  of  elimute  ujhjk,  83 

^^^H 

Mal[n>»itionH  .if  the  uterus,  125,  278 

^^^H 

Miinafierni'iit  »(  menstruating  women,  97 

<?st»hlishm(<nt  of,  81 

^^^H 

Marion   8im:«'.s   method  for  replacing  the 

exoeSMive,  573 

^^^H 

'                           uterUH,  308 

irregularity  of,  81 

^^^H 

Marriage,  relation  of,  to  amenorrhea,  105 
Martin  8  operation  for  fibroids  of  the  uterus, 

regularity  and  duration,  81 

^^^H 

huppreswion  of,  as  a  symptom  of  png* 

^^^1 

416 

nancy,  584 

^^^^H 

j                Marvin  alxlominal  support<'r,  614 

svnonym*.  81 

^^^H 

p               M:i!tsage  of  pelvic  organs.  41)6 

time  of  the  c««sation  of,  85 

^^^H 

^1           Mechanical  antisie(H<iH,  !Hi 

vicarious,  94 

^^^^1 

^k                 dysmenorrhea,  112 

Mescnu-rv,  cvst«  of,  diagnosis  from  ovarian 

^^^H 

^K                        diugniHlH  of,  1 16 

cyst,  590 

^^^H 

^B                         HymjaoniH  of.  114 

Method  of  cleansing  the  abdomen,  77 

^^^H 

1^                        treatment  of.  120 

1 

gliiMM  dreinagti-tube,  7U 

1 

■ 

^^^^^f                      ^^^^V                          ^^^^^^^^^^H 

^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H            Method   or  denudation    in  operfliion   fori 

Normal  position  of  the  uterus,  5!4^^^^^^^B 

^K^  ■ 

I^^^^^^^H                       lacerated  cervix,  214                            | 

Kphineter,  260                                          ^^H 

^^^^^^^^^B                   of  enlargine  the  abdominal  incision, 

Nott's  dilator.  48,  49                                       ^H 

^^^^^K 

^^H 

trivalve  tijieculum,  42,  44                       ^^H 

^^^^^H 

^^^^"                     of  examiiiatioti,  23 

Xurse,  duties  of,  in  ovariotomy,  612           ^^H 

^^^^^H 

of  making  applit:iitii>n  to  uterus,  ^15 

Nymphie,  abstence  of,  135                               ^^^k 

^^^^^B 

of  opening  the  abiionifu,  76 

hypertrophy  of,  164                                 ^^| 

^^^^^^H 

the  peritoneum,  76,  78 

sarcoma  of,  353                                      ^^| 

^^^^^^H 

Metritis,  241 

^^H 

^^^^^H 

acun-,  101 

/\BEBITY,  588                                               \ 
\j  Obetruetive    dv»menorrhca,   diagnosis       J 

^^^^^H 

chrouic,  101 

^^^^^H 

hvjH'rtrophic,  320 

of,  116  '                                             1 

^^^^^H 

Metrorrhagia,  Kl5, 530,  534,  537 

symptoiiia  of,  114                                    J 

^^^^^^H 

cau.so  of,  105 

treatment  of,  120                              ^^1 

^^^^^1 

fren  uency  of,  105 
paiiology  of,  l(t7 

Occlusion,  complete,  of  the  vagina,  188     ^H 

^^^^^^^H 

Ocular  examin.ition,  23                                    ^^ 

^^^^^H 

prognosis  of,  H)7 

CEdematuua  subumcuU!*  fibroid  tumor  of  the 

^^^^^H 

treiUHRnU  of,  107 

uterus,  408 

^^^^^H 

MicrncystH  of  bm:td  lijianient,  560 

Omeutuni,  adliesions  of,  504 

^^^^^H 

Mikulicz  drain.  <J!S.  iu2 

disposal  of,  434 

^^^^^H 

Miliary  tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum,  154 

cancerous  disease  of,  410 

^^^^^1 

diiipnosis  of,  ir>G 

cystH  ol,  diagnosis  from  ovarian  cTvts. 

^^^^^^^1 

pr()gn<;si,"<  of,  15() 

w.m 

^^^^^H 

Hymptiiins  of,  155 

tubereiilrieis  of.  160,  410 

^^^^^H 

treatment  of,  156 

05phorevtoniy,  244                                            ^^1 

^^^^^H 

Mole,  tnbal,  528 

for  dysmenorrhea,  110,  121                    ^^| 

^^^^^H 

Monael'a  solutinn,  use  of,  602 

meiistnnition  following,  05                    ^^H 

^^^^^H 

Morcellation  of  fibruid   tumor  of  uterus, 

Opening  the  abdomen,  76                              ^^H 

^^^^^H 

413 

the  peritoneum,  76,  78                            ^^^k 

^^^^^H 

removal  of  fibroid  by,  415 

Operating  rooiti,  6^1                                         ^^B 

^^^^^H 

Morgagni,  cyst  of,  551 

hydatid' of.  cvhI  of,  5(;i) 

light                                                  ^H 

^^^^^H 

technique  uf,  57                                     ^^H 

^^^^^H 

Mucui-patch  uf  tliL'  vulvn,  174 

*n\\.»,  61                                                    ^^H 

^^^^^H 

Multilocular  cyats  of  (iviiry.  564 

^H 

^^^^^H 

diiigtuisi!*  (if,  5!H 

operation.-!,  boiled  water  for,  60                   ^^^k 

^^^^^H 

or  wlandnliir  I'v^tomn,  5)M 

Operator,  responsibility  of,  61                      ^^| 

^^^^^^1 

Multiiiixluliir  fibruid  tiinmr  of  uterus,  show- 

Ovarian abscess,  449.  454i,  468                     ^^H 

^^^^^H 

ing  eiiUir^yd  hliind-vessi'liJ,  405 

diagnosis  of,  478                              ^^H 

^^^^^H 

Multiplifiiliiin  uf  the  labia  majorii,  135 

prognosis  of,  484                             ^^B 

^^^^^H 

Myoma    of    uterus   complicating    ovarian 

cyst,  161                                                   ^H 

^^^^^^1 

cyst,  588 

course  of,  579                                  ^^| 

^^H 

Myomect4iiny,  41C 

diagnosis  of,  474                                ^^ 
from  distended  bladder,  /»90         J 

^^^^^^1 

XTEEDLE,  bavonet-jioinled.  314 
il    LWsehampV,  421,423,  426.  435 

from  fecal  tumor,  589             ^^J 

^^^^^H 

from  hepatic  cyst,  590            ^^H 

^^^^^H 

exphiratory.  53 

from  hydatid  cy.^t,  590            ^^^k 

^^^^^H 

for  the    perliirmance   of   Schucking'a 

from  mestnteric  cysta,  690     ^^| 

^^^^^H 

operation,  .'^OG 

from  obesity',  588                       ^^H 

^^^^^H 

Ilagedorn,  339 

from  omental  cysl^,  590          ^^^k 

^^^^^H 

Nelson's  tri valve  sneculum,  42-44 
Neoplasm  nf  Itladacr.  diagnosis  of,  649 

from  renal  cysts,  591               ^^^ 

^^^^^H 

from  splenic  tnintirs,  590 

^^^^^H 

proijnosit;  of,  6.50 

intraperitoneal     metliod     vX    re- 

^^^^^H 

symptoms  ttf,  648 

moval.  603 

^^^^^H 

treatment  of,  650 

f»edicle  of,  671 

^^^^^H 

of  oviiry,  559 

disease  compliaiting  (ibroid  of  atorua. 

^^^^^H 

of  tlie  iircthru,  malignant,  618 

429 

^^^^^H 

of  till.-  vagina,  lt>9 

dysmenorrhea,  112 

^^^^^H 

Neuralgic  dysnieiiorrhea.  Ill 

symptoniK  of,  115 

^^^^^^V 

diagnosis  of.  116 

treatment  of,  121                              ^_ 

^^^F 

Hympiouis  of,  113,  114 

hemntonm,  531                                         ^^H 

^^^H 

treatment  of.  1 17 

neoplasms,  559                                        ^^^k 

^^^ff 

Neuroma  of  vulva,  184 

pregnancy,  618                                        ^^| 

^^|L 

Nwlular  cpitlielioma  of  the  cervix,  366 

Ovaries,  adhesions  of,  506                           ^^| 

^^^H 

Noma,  172 

sterility,  123                                        ^H 

^^V 

Normal  mucous  membrane  uf  the  cervix, 

palpation  of,  29                                       ^^H 

¥1 

204 

Ovariotomy,  896,  694                                   ^H 

•         ^^^^^^^W                          ^^^^r                 ^^^H 

Oyariotom.v,  enijptying  the  cyst  in,  599 

operation  of.  *if»8 

Ovary,  follicular  c.vstfl  of,  561                                            ^^^H 

hernia  of,  treatment  of,  552                                          ^^^H 

prcparution  of  the  instriimenta  for,  595 

uiguinal  hernia  of,  552                                                  ^^^H 

of  the  j)!itient  for,  rtUo 

large  cysts  of,  <562                                                          ^^^H 

of  tlie  room  for,  oOri 

diagnosis  of,  from  hydramnioa,                     ^^^H 

of  thti  f  fKiiiftcs  for,  596 

^^H 

separation  r>f  [itlhesiona  in,  690 

physical  signs  of,  583                                     ^^^| 

sequclffi  of,  an 

malformations  of,  551                                                    ^^^H 

Ovaritis,  acute,  55.5 

multiloeular  cysts  of,  .564                                                ^^^H 

course  and  termination  of,  556 

diagnosis  of,  591                                                        ^M 

etiology  of,  5r>(> 

papilioniutous  cystic  tnmor  of,  394                            ^^^H 

symptoms  of,  S/ki 

prolapse  of,  .552                                                              ^^^^H 

treatment  of,  556 

diagnosis  of.  552                                                     ^^^H 

chronie.  112.502 

etiology  of,  .552                                                        ^^^H 

diitpnosis  of,  557 

treatment  of.  553                                                      ^^^| 

etiology  of,  .556 

sarcoma  of,  396,  .5<i9                                                         ^'^l 

syinptoma  of,  5o7 

iliagnosis  of.  397                                                          ^^^B 

treatment  of,  !>o7 

treutmont  of,  .397                                                    ^HH 

interstitial,  465 

tuberculosis  of,  152,  158                                                  ^^H| 

diagnosis  of,  475 

tumor  of,  410                                                                  ^B 

Ovary,  abnormality  of,  143 

solid,  569 

al>»enee  of,  143 

unilocular  cyst  of,  563 

adenoma  of,  565 

Ovulation,  95 

adhe^icm  of,  46(1 

Ovum,  human,  647 

anatomy  and  ^>hysiology  of,  644 
areohir  eyst  of,  .563 

OACKING  of  the  uterus  with  gauze,  233, 
1         407,  408,  414 

atrojiiiy  of,  101 

calcified  fibroma  of,  569 

Pad,  Kelly's,  222 

carcinoma  of.  3f>3,  .570 

Pain    coTitiriiiing  after   removal  of  appen- 

treatment  of,  31)6 

dagea.  513 

conirenital  absence  of,  361 

in  pelvic  inflammation,  466,  490 

conjiv-tion  <jf,  S-W 

Palpation,  intra-utcrine,  407 

diajtnonis  of,  5.54 

by  Vulliel's  iiieth<>d,  407 

tertninntion  of,  .554 

of  tin'  coccyx,  26 

treatment  of,  554 

of  the  interior  of  the  bladder,  52 

cystic  degeneration  of,  101 

of  the  normal  Fallopian  tube,  29 

cyst  of.  410 

of  the  ovaries,  29 

adIie.Hions  of,  575,  692 

of  the  pelvis,  bimanual  rectal,  30 

atheroLnatous  changes  in,  566 

of  the  round  lifriiment,  29 

axial  roluti'Mi  of.  676 

of  the  ureter.  24,  29                                                         ^^^1 

eakitieatioii  nf.  566 

of  the  uterus,  bimanual,  28,  224                                 ^^^| 

clamp  method  of  removal,  603 

binmnual  recto-vaginal,  31                                   ^^^H 

complicated  l>y  ascites,  .578 

per  rectum,  27                                                        ^^^H 

by  uterine  myoma,  588 

Papillary  adenoma  of  the  uterus,  210                                ^^^H 

diagnosis  of,  5.K1 

cystomata,  5K6                                                             ^^^H 

from  !iseiu.'s.  5S6 

cystfl,  ndliesions  in,  602                                                 ^* 

from  desmoid  tumor,  589 

epithelioma  of  the  cervix,  365 

from  (ihautom  tumor,  .587 

erosion  of  the  cervix,  237 

from  recto-peritoneal  cyst,  591 

excrescences  of  vagina,  201 

from  tympanitis,  5«9 
etiology  of,  572 

Papillomatous  cystic  tumor  of  the  ovum. 

394 

exploratory  puncture  in,  692 

diseaae  of  broad  ligaments,  395 

fatty  itefffneration  of,  566 

Paquclin  cautery.  364,  864,  879,  389,  420, 

hemitrrhage  into,  .574 

.509,  602 

intestinal  strangulation  from,  579 

ParenehvmatuuH  epithelioma  uf  the  cervix, 

[ledirlc  of,  592,  602 

365 

ligation  of.  603 

Parovarian  cyst,  162,  570 

]>liy!<icul  signs  of,  580 

absence  of  pedicle  in,  604 

rupture  of,  577 

adhesions  in,  602 

BUppunitioii  of,  574 

diagnosis  of,  474 

symptomj<  of,  575 

Parovarium,  ^>'^^\ 

symptoms  of,  .'i7'2 

PiSBago  of  the  uterine  sound  in   cAse  of 

treatment  of,  .593 

version  or  flexion,  44 

cystomata  of,  395 

Patulous  cirachus,  623 

dermoid  cyst  of,  .568 

Pedicle  of  ovarian  cynt,  571,  592,  602 

fibro-myoma  of,  569 

ligation  of,  603 

^^^^                                                           ^^^^™             INDEX.                                                        ^H 

■                                       Pedicle  of  nvarian  cyst,  torsion  of,  576 

Perineum,  laceration  of,  intermediate  oper- 

^J                                      Pedk'ulated   fibroid   tumor  of  tlie   uterus, 

ation  in,  263 

■                                                  40S 

introduction  of  sutures  in,  264 

^                                     Pelvk  alwcesaes.  60,  4(53,  480,  481,  499,  677 

preparation  for,  261 

cause  of  di-uth  in,  -1*>5 

recognition  of  tbe  spbiacter  »oi. 

^H                                                                      cccliotomy  f<ir,  'A'2 

264 

BJ                                                                  drainage  of,  from  viipina,  498 

secondary  operation  for,  263 

"                                                                         Incision  of,  ihnmgli  viigiua,  542 

afler-treatnient  of,  26«    ^H 

treatment  of,  502,  678 

symptoms  of,  259                            ^H 

vajfinal  optning  uf,  500,  502 

treatment  of,  260                             ^H 

cellulitlH.  437,  fill 

Perimiphorilis,  555                                        ^^M 

^M                                                           heniatoL-ele.  530,  537 

Peritoneal  cavitv,  irrigation  of,  510,  0^5    ^^1 

HB                                                                      ctiolo|;y  uf,  531 

method'  of  opening,  504,  59R.  609        ] 

^H                                                                  phvsii'ul  sigtiH,  531 

Peritoneum,  caseous  tuberculosia  of,  159          J 

^H                                                           hcmnto'iiiii,  53U,  537 

course  of,  160                                 1 

^HL^^                                                         changes  in,  532 

diapmwiis  of,  161                     ^^J 

^^^^H                                                      physical  signs  of,  581 

prognosis  of,  162                   ^^M 

^^^^B                                                      suppii  ration  of,  542 

svinploms  of,  160                   ^^H 

^^m                                                        inflanimation,  437 

treatment  of,  162                   ^H 

^H                                                              acute,  curettage  of  uterua  in,  227 

drainage  of,  157                                   ^^| 

^V                                                              caused  by  syjecific  infection,  441 

fibroid  tuherculosis  of,  157                  ^^M 

^^                                                                          cnuse;  of,  43U 

diagnosis  of.  158                       ^^H 

\^                                                                  eonscrviitivt"  treatment  of,  514 

prognosis  of,  15S                    ^^H 

diagnosia  of,  473 

symptoms  of,  157                    ^^M 

^w                                                                   menstrual  dirfturUancca  in,  467 

treutiiient  of,  15.S                    ^^M 

H|                                                                  pain  in,  46(;,  4[K) 

miliary  tuberculosis  of,  154                   ^H 

^^^^^                                                         jjathologic'iil  anatomy  of,  444 

diagiio;iis  of.  1.56                      ^^M 

^^I^^B                                                         physical  tiignK  oi',  470 

prognosis  of,  156                     ^^H 

^^^^B                                                         prugnoiiiii  of.  483 

Hymptoms  of.  155                   ^^| 

^^^^^1                                                          removal  of  itppenduge:!  in,  504 

treatment  of,  156                    ^^M 

^^^^                                                         results  of,  449 

opening  the,  76,  78                               ^^U 

symptoms  of,  463 

toilet  of,  604                                           ^H 

1 

treatment  of,  4fi5 

tuberculosis  of,  154                               ^^| 

1 

by  electricity,  458 

Peritonitis,  469                                              ^H 

prophylactic,  485 

acute,  cccliotomy  during,  512              ^H 

^^^^_                                               orgffiifl,  mas<»ag"e  of,  49(5 

chronic,  from  ovarian  carciooma,  395 

^^^^H                                              peritoneal  tuberculoHis,  160 

diagnosis  of,  4^0 

^^^^H                                                 peritonitis,  IQl,  437 

encysted  tubercular,  IGl 

^^^^^V                                                            caused  hy  venereal  excess,  441 

fibrinous,  457 

^^^^~                                                         fibrinous  form,  447 

patholoirv  of.  446 

^^H                                                                 steroutt  form,  447 

pelvic.  101,  437 

^V                                                                 suppunctive  form,  447 

caused  by  venereal  excess,  441 

^H                                                           suppuration,  neglected  casei*  of,  516 
^^^^                                               Pelvis,  frozen  section  of,  300 

HbrinoHs  form,  447 

wrous  form.  447                              ^^ 

^^^^^n                                               rt-moval  of  exudate  from,  611 

suppurative  form,  447                  ^^M 

^^^^H                                         Perforation  of  the  !«oftened  uterine  body  by 

serous,  457                                              ^^H 

^^^^^B,                                                         Moiind,  34 

suppurative,  447.  449                           ^^M 

^^^^^'^                                     Perineal  pat),  73 

Periuretliral  cancer,  SM                              ^^H 

retractor,  38 

Permanent  catheter,  666                                ^^m 

W  1 

introduction  of,  41 

Permanganate-of-potash  solution  for  stcril-    1 

^^^^^^^f                                                        Jackson's,  46 

izing  the  luinds,  62,  63                             1 

^^^^^■if                                       Perineorritaphv,  adminiHtratioD  of  food  af- 

Pereisteut fistMla<.  closure  of.  270                      1 

ter,  6S4' 

retrojKi<«iti<>ii,  cause  of,  309                  ^^1 

1 

after-treatment  of,  6«3 

Pessary,  Wl,  '.W2,  328                                   ^H 

Einmet'ii  i>|>er:ition  for,  332 

rontniindication  to.  302                       ^^H 

flap-s[i!ittin(f  method,  342 

cup.  828                                                    ^H 

upf)lication  of,  342 

drainage  of  uterus  with,  214              ^^M 

Perineum,  laceration  of,  2.')H 

for  complete  pndapse,  305                   ^^M 

after-treatment  of,  262 

holNiw  rubber-ball,  330                          ^M 

aa  a  eausc  of  prolapse,  321 

intrji-utirine  stem,  121,  128                ^^H 

causes  of,  259 

introiltkction  of,  303                               ^^M 

complete,  flap-splitting  operation 

Sutith-Hodge,  302.  494                        ^H 

for,  343 

soft  nihhrr-ring.  3(12                             ^^H 

immediate  operation  in,  260 
incomplete,  flap-splitting  operation 

Ktcin.  104,  239,  2H4,  305                       ^H 

ThomtLH  and  Mundi^,  553                    ^^M 

: 

for,  343 

use  of,  128                                             ^H 

^^^^|p                                v^VHV            ^H 

Phantom  tumor,  587 

Preparation  of  the  inatrumenta  for  ovaxi-                  ^^H 

Phmphatic  cnncretiona  in  erouons  of  the 

otomy,  595                                                               ^^H 

vagi  nil,  273 

of  the  pittient  for  ovariotomy,  695                           ^^H 

Photomicrograph  of  chorionie  villi,  538 

for  pluj»tic  operation,  70                                   ^^H 

of  Mctiun  of  dcojdua  of  ectopic  gesta- 

of the  room  for  ovariot^imy,  595                             ^^H 

tion,  585 

of  the  sponges,  67                                                       ^^H 

Physiology  of  the  endometrium,  204 

Preparatory  cleanMing  in  vagi nal  operations,                  ^^H 

Phywjmetra,  585 

^H 

PlacentAl  wound,  septit;  infection  through, 

treatment  of  abdominal  operations,  75                  ^^H 

448 

Probe,  silver,  for  the  utenu,  215                                   ^^H 

Plastic  operations,  70 

Prolapse  of  the  ovary,  552                                             ^^^| 

^m                  iiflor  trejitment  of,  083 

diagnosis  of,  552                                                 ^^^| 

^^^H                 prepiiriuioii  of  pati<>ut  for,  70 

etioio^  of,  552                                                   ^^^| 

^^^"                   uiifin  the  cervix,  infection  follow- 

treatment  of,  .Vi3                                                   ^^^| 

iiiK',  219 

of  the  urethra,  621                                                     ^^H 

Polvp,  fibroid,  of  the  cervix,  398 

diagno;4iH  iif,  621                                                  ^^^^ 

of  the  (iterus,  346,  398 

i^yniptomHof,  621                                                 ^^H 

symptoms  of,  399 

treatment  of,  622                                                ^^H 

treatment  of,  399 

of  the  uterus,  318                                                       ^^M 

glandular,  of  the  cervix,  240 

acuU-,  332                                                          ^H 

of  the  iiteros,  211 

as  a  cause  of  Htecility,  125                                 ^^H 

mucous,  friuu  cervical  canal,  236 

cause  of,  320                                                           ^^H 

of  the  bladder,  G48 

complete,  formation  of,  325                               ^^H 

urethral,  618 

ulceratioti  in,  321                                        ^^H 

diagn<^tj<is  from  caruncle,  619 

diagitosiH  of,  328                                                 ^^H 
pathology  of,  318                                                  ^^^| 

uterint\  328 

Polypiti<t  cervicitis.  238 

'degeneration  of  the  endometrium,  381 

progtioHitt  of,  328                                                 ^^^| 

symptoms  of,  326                                                ^^^H 

endoniutritts,  213 

treatment  of,  328                                                ^^H 

Position,  dorsal,  21,  23,  24, 42,  222,  273, 296, 

varieties  of,  318                                                  ^^^| 

389,  418,  (J3(i,  643 

Proliferating  cystomatu,  562                                            ^^^| 

examination  in,  with  vaginal  re- 

ProligerouA glandular  cyst  of  ovary,  668                      ^^H 

tract  in*.  45 

I'rurigo  of  the  vulva,  itl                                                 ^^H 

knee-che«t,  22,  199,  293,  296.  329 

Pruritus  vulvre,  172,  4<i6                                                ^^H 

left  lateral,  22,  38,  40,  268,  299.  637 

causes  of,  172                                                      ^^H 

normal,  of  the  uterus,  24 

diagnosis  of,  173                                                ^^H 

of  patient,  for  examination,  21 

treatment  of,  173                                              ^^H 

rig  It  lateral,  393 

Pryor's  method  of  closing  abdominal  wound,                 ^^H 

8im«'rt,  22,  38.  40,  268,  299,  637 

^H 

Trendelenberg's.  22.  60.  313,  332.  392, 

PAetido-hermaphrodiHm  proper,  13,3,  134                       ^^^| 

419,  420,  432,  433,  434,  435,  506 

Puberty.  546                                                                      ^^H 

upright,  22 

Pudendal  hernia,  178                                                       ^^H 

Pregnancy,  ecUjpic,  318 

|M  Interior,  17>l                                                      ^^^| 

erratic  hemorrhiigis*  in,  108 

treatment  of,  178                                              ^^^H 

extra-utorine,  327.  410.  482,  518 

Puerperal  endometrium,  217                                      ^^^^H 

diagnoxis  of,  474,  479 

septicemia,  441                                                     ^^^^H 

in  uteru-H  unicornis,  138 

septic  infection,  484                                                 ^^^^ 

ovarian.  518 

Purgativt^,  administration  of,  alter  (vnliot-                  ^^H 

tubal.  519 

omy.  663                                                                  ^^H 

diagncwis  subsequent  to  rupture. 

Purulent  nalpingitis,  502                                               ^^^H 

536 

li>7                                                                 ^^^1 

encapn  of  fetu*  in   peritoneal  cav- 

i*ymptoniii of,  167                                               ^^^| 

ity,  522 

treatment  of,  167                                                     ^^^| 

periotj  of  rupture,  527 

Pvokolpoti,  191                                                                  ^^H 

rupture  of  wall,  521 

Pyomrtra.                                                                          ^^H 

with  feul  life  continuing,  548 

Pvone|>hrosis,  ii26                                                             ^^^| 

tubo-ovariaii,  519 

Pyosalpinx,  437,  455,  468                                                ^H 

tubo-uterine,  519,  525 

acute.  4<tl                                                                       ^^^1 

direction  of  rupture.  626 

diagnoxis  of.  478                                                        ^^^| 

Pregnant  Fallopiun  tube  laid  open,  527 

in  a  woman  over  sixty  yean  old,  61ft                     ^^^| 

Preparntioii  f<>r  ah<lomiunl  operations,  75 

progiioHiii  of.  484                                                        ^^^H 

for  ao  examination.  18 

tulxTcular,  152                                                          ^^^| 

K                for  imniedisitc  abdominal  oiK-rationt, 
^^^H          for  ovariotomy,  f>9R 

with  multiple  abflce«fl-c»vitie»,  001                       ^^H 

rkLIILTING  ligature,  609                                         ^B 

^^^m         of  iodoform  (i^'uuxe,  223 

■ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  706                                                     INDEX.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^H          T)  APID  dilatation       the  ceniz,  408 

Rest  afler  coeliotomy,  660                              ^^| 

Retractor.  Byford'»  "lateral  vaginal.  46         ^^H 

^^^^^H^^^^^^^^^^^^H          Rectal  cxuniiiiiition,  40 

Jackrion'ci  perineal,  46                               ^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

8inion'»,  45,  4(3                                            ^^H 

^^V                   ^^^^^^^H                 palpatinu  of  the  pcivij4,  bimanual,  30 

Retroflexion,  acquired,  2^8                              ^^^ 

^^K        1     >  ^^^^^^^H 

symptoms  of,  289                                  ^^H 
bimanual  replacement  in,  290                ^^^k 

^^H     til'     ^^^^^^H          R<-'ctoceIc,          3-22, 328 

^^^m     T    1       ^^^^^^^H          Ucctu-peritoiieal  c'yHU<,  diuguosiM  from  ova- 

congenital,  2.S7                                            ^^| 

^^H               ^^^^^^^H 

treatment  of,  288                                ^H 

^^H^                   ^^^^^^^B          Rect:0-va^innl  cloaca.  13(i 

reposition  of,  in  fat  women,  2i*3             ^^H 

^H 

^^^^H                  ti.stuia,  27I).  330.  H84 

treatment  of,  301                                               1 

^^^^^^^H                 septum,  ei>i)i[>let4?  rupture  of,  258 

Retrof)ositions  of  the  uterus,  value  of  the        1 

1 

^^^^^^^H 

various  procedures  for  the  relief  of,         1 

J 

^^^^^^^H                                 immediate  uncnition  in,  260 

317                                                               J 

^^^^HHlH|^^^^^^^^B 

persistent,  canse  of,  3(^9                           ^^m 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

Retroversion,  itcquired,  288                             ^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H                                                                       in,  263 

symptoms  of,  289                               ^^| 

^^^^^H^^^^^^^^^^^l 

congenital,  2^7                                           ^^H 

^^^^^H^^^^^^^^^^^B 

treatment  of,  288                                ^^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

correction    of,   by   distended    reetuai,        1 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

128                                                                J 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H                                                     rupture 

treatment  of,  301                                         ^H 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^r 

with  adiicisiuns,  308                                    ^^H 

^ 

with  anteflexion,  280                                   ^^H 

^^^^^HHj                                                                 intriidacti(m  of  sutures  in, 

treatment  of,  283                                 ^H 

^^^^■Tn 

without  enlargement,  treatment  of,  Wi^^H 

symptoms  of,  2.'>i> 

Right  lateriil  position,  893                                ^^H 

treatment  of.  255 

Robb's  modification  of  Kelly's  I^-holder,   ^^ 

recent  incomplete  ruptnre  of,  252 

71                                                                      1 

^^^^^^HUt                                                                    auturine  of, 
^^^^^^^H                                                  suture  of,   in    Uegar'a   operation, 

Koll-gauze  drain,  69                                               1 

Room  for  oi)er8titig,  60                                            1 

^^^^^^H                                                         34() 

for  tiie   administration    of  snn»thestft,         1 

^^^^^^^^H 

."iO,  60                                                             J 

^^^^^^^^^H                                     Rectum,  cvcr^ion 

Rosen  mii  Her,  organ  of,  550,  5(>0                      ^^J 

^^^^^^^^H                                                                        through,  -410 

Round  ligament,  palpation  of,  29                  ^^H 

^^^^^^^^^H                                             iiitroducti^^in  of  hand  into,  27 

shorten inz  of,  307                               ^^H 
by  Alexauder's  operation,  909 ^^H 

^^^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^H^                                           wounds 

by  Dudley's  operation,  31i       ^^M 

during  removal  of  ovarian  cyst, 

60» 
in  Kraske'K  operation,  303 

by  Wylie  or  Bacr's  opemtinn,        V 

312                                                1 

topographical  anatomy  of,  810, 31 1         1 

Reduction   ia   uterine    refrodisplacements, 

Rubber  ligature,  method  of  fastening,  417          J 

H^^^^^E 

Ruiiinientiiry  uterus,  137                                  ^^M 

of  the  ulunip  in  supra- vsiginal  hyster- 

Rupture  of  ovarian  cyst,  577                           ^^H 

ectomy,  418 

in  its  removal,  60"                     ^" 

RelatiiHi  ol"  the  ureters  to  the  cervix,  419 

of  the  recto- vaginal  septum,  complete. 

^|fl|^^^^^H 

Relaxation  of  the  vjiginal  outlet,  258 

258 

appearance  of,  in  Sims's  posi- 

causes of,  259 

tion,  2.'>r> 

immediitte    opumtion   in. 

Removal  of  appendages,  changes  following. 

2li0 

5ir> 

afler  -  treatment     of. 

in  pelvic  inflammation,  504 

262 

puiii  cinitinuiup  ufter,  513 

preparation  for,  261 

Renal  cysts,  diagnosis  from  ovarian  cysts. 

interme<liat<>  opemriou  in, 

591 

263 

Reposition  of  the  adherent  retrodisplaced 

secondary-    openition   for, 

uterus,  295 

263 

of  the   retroflexed   uterus,    bimanual, 

after- treatment     oC 

^^^^HH^ 

26t) 

^^^^^^V                                                                                       293 

symptoms  of.  259               ^_ 

^^^^^^B                                                                in  knee-chc«t  position,  293 
^^^^^H                                                                with  the  Houna,  297 

treatment  of,  260                 ^H 

incomplete,  old,  2-'>3                   ^H 

^^^^^H                                                     the 

area  of  denudation,  256    ^H 

^^^^^H                                                        with  the  Hound,  36 

introduction     of    sutur«k^^| 

^^^^^^1                                            Kaposi  tor,  Aveling'a,  350 

in,  257                           ^^1 

^^^^^^H                                                 Sinu-Pryor,  21)8 

■ 

symptoms  of,  253               ^H 

INDEX. 
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Rupture  of  the  recto-vaginal  septum,  in- 
complete, old,  treatment  of, 
255 
recent,  252 

suturing  of,  253 

SALPINGITIS,  adherent,  453 
catarrhal,  449,  457,  465 
diagnosis  of,  473 
physical  signs  of,  471 
symptoms  of,  464 
chronic,  458,  461 

interstitial,  453,  502 
interstitial,  465 

diagnoHis  of,  475 
purulent,  502 
suj>f)urative,  454,  459 
tubercular,  1")1,  160,  465 
Salpingo-oophorectomy  for  fibroid,  436 
Salt  solution  for  irrigation  of  peritoneal 

cavity,  542,  605 
Sarcoma  of  the  ovary,  396,  569 
diagnosis  of,  897 
treatment  of,  397 
of  the  urethra,  618 
of  the  uterus,  causes  of,  360 
diagnosis  of,  802 

from  benign  hypertrophies, 363 
from  carcinoma,  363 
diffuse,  860 

symptoms  of,  361 
primary,  859 
prognosis  of,  363 
treatment  of,  363 
of  the  vagina,  :^55 
diagnosis  of,  355 
prognosis  of,  356 
treatment  of,  356 
of  the  vulva,  358 
Scarification  of  tlie  cervix  uteri,  248,  490 
Schiiclcing's  o)H'ration,  306 
Scirrhous  carcinoma  of  tlie  vulva,  353 
Secontlary  amenorrhea,  101 

hemorrhage  after  cceliotomy  for  fibro- 
myomata,  431 
Section  of  ovary,  547 
Separation  of  adhesions,  428 
Sepsis,  434,  675 

after  coeiiotomy  for  fibro-niyoma,  432 
after  gynecological  operations,  55 
Septicemia,  470,  478 

puerperal,  441 
Septic  endometritis,  285 
acute,  216 

pathology  of,  216 
chronic,  patiiology  of,  217 
symptoms  of.  217 
treatment  of,  219 
infection  as  a  cause  of  pelvic  inflam- 
unition,  441 
from  the  placental  wound,  448 
puerjierai,  4X4 
Senile  endometrium,  207 
uterus,  101 

vaginitis,  treatment  of,  199 
Serous  peritonitis,  457 


Serre-noeud  for  hysterectomy,  417 
Sexual  desire  awakened  by  menopause,  84 
Sharp  curette,  52,  213 
Shock  after  cceliotomy,  675 

for  fibro-myomata,  433 
treatment  of,  675 
Shortening  the  round  ligaments,  307 
Shotted  sutures  in  the  operation  for  lacera- 
tion of  the  cervix  uteri,  251 
Silk  ligature.  888,  507 

suture,  6.5,  250,  257,  265,  269,  272,  274, 
276,  312,  377,  416,  418,  434,  506, 
59«5, 603,  615,  658,  682 
interrupted,  262,  271 
Silkworm-gut  sutures,  250,  253,  257,  262, 
265,  269,  272,  274,  276,  311,  313, 
386,  389,  340,  416,  418,  611,  696, 
605,  614,  658 
sterilization  of,  66 
Silver-wire  suture,  65,  239 
Simon's  method  of  examination  in  the  dor- 
sal position,  45 
retractors,  46,  46 
speculum,  666 
Simple  endometritis,  207 
vaginitis,  194 

vegetations  of  the  vulva,  174 
vulvitis,  166 

treatment  of,  166 
Simpson's  uterine  sound,  32,  33,  216 
Sims-Pryor  uterine  repositor,  298 
Sims's  double-end  depressor,  38 

method  for  replacing  the  uterus,  308 
operation  of  amputation  of  the  cervix, 

239  240 
position,  22, 38, 40, 44, 255, 268, 299,  637 
appearance  of  relaxed  vaginal  out- 
let in,  255 
speculum,  38,  41,  51,  246, 248,  249, 268, 
273,  295,  656 
introduced,  39 
uterine  elevator.  35 

sound,  32,  33 
vaeinal  dilator,  187 
Sinus  of  bladder.  517 

of  rectum,  517 
Skin  of  abdomen,  sterilization  of,  541 
Smith- Hodge  pessary,  8(l2,  494 
So<la  solution  for  sterilizing  instruments, 

222 
Soft  rubber-ring  pessary,  302 
Solid  tumor  of  ovary,  569 
Sound,  Simpson's,  215 
ureteral,  Kelly's,  657 
uterine,  32 

caution  in  using,  327 

(MirvcH  to  facilitate  introduction  of, 

.{4 
dangers  of,  34 
intHHluction  of,  33 
passage  of,  in  case  of  version  or 
flexion.  44 
into  the  Fallopian  tube,  35. 
perfiiration  of  uterus  by,  34 
replacement  of  the  uterus  with,  36, 
297 


I^^^^^^^^^^l 

^^TO^^^^^^^^^^^^^^DEX^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M 

Sound,  uterine,  uses  of,  34 

Sterility,  uterine  vereions  as  a  cause  of,  I3S    ^^M 

Soujidin^  of  the  bladder,  method  of,  643 

vaginitis  as  a  cause  of,  126                         ^^H 

of  the'  ureters,  65(j 

Sterilization  by  boiling  wat«r,  56                    ^^H 

Specific  iiiftictitiri  aw  a  cuuae  of  pelvic  iu- 

bv  st«am.  66                                          ^^^^^| 

Hamriiiitioti.  441 

chemical,                                               ^^^^H 

Speculum,  Urfwir's  41-43 

of  absorbint  cotton,  67                      ^^^^1 

exaiiiiufttion  with,  37 

of  catgut  by  boiling  in  alcohol,  M          ^^| 

Ferpusson'ti  cvlindrical,  43 

by  ether,  (Hi                                        ^H 

Ooodfll'ti  *),  42 

of  dressings,  541                                                 1 

HiKljw's,  41,  42,  43,  4C 

of  gauze,  68                                                        J 
of  hands,  &2                                       ^^^^Hi 

Ndson'sf  trivrtlve,  42-44 

Notfs  trivalve,  42,  44 

of  InHtrunieuU,  64,  222,  641              ^^^| 

Sitiioti'?,  6o6 

of  iodoform,  606                                ^^^^H 

^^^^^^^^^^l^^f 

SJiim's,  38,  41,  46,  61,  246, 248,  249,  268, 

^^^H 

^^^^^^^m 

273,  295  650 
introducoa,  8a 

of  silkworm-gut,  66                           ^^^^H^ 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^Hii  "^ 

of  skin  of  abdomen,  77,  541              ^^^^H^ 

Tallev's  40.  42,  43 

Sterilized  towels,  77                                   ^^^^^H 

Taylor's,  41-43                                           i 

Sterilizer,  Arnold's,  64,  66                         ^^^^| 

Sidiiiicter  ani,  uuion  of,  iu  Uegar'8  opera- 

Stitch-absceMses,  611                                   ^^^^^| 

ti'iii,  34(.> 

Stitches,  removal  of,  after  cceliot<»my,  673       ^^M 

norm  111,  260 

after  operation   for   laceration  of    ^H 

solution  of  continuity  of,  260 

the  cervix  uteri.  251                         ^H 

Spider-wcl)  adlu'sinii,  4.'»Si,  460 

Stoltz'a  operation  for  anterior  colporrhaphr.    ^H 

Spleen,  ttimons  of,  diagnosis  from  ovarian 

330,  :v)2,  336                     ^M 

lyst,  SUO 

contraindication  to,  337      ^^t 

Splitting'  the  wrvix,  50 

Stricture  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  501               ^H 

Spimge  tenl«,  45t.  120,  44f» 

of  the  ureter,  6i>7                                       ^^M 

u«e  of.  in  uterine  hrmorrlmge,  109 

of  the  urethrii,  620                             ^^^^| 

Sponges,  fleatisiup  of,  alter  operation,  67 

diagnosis        621                           ^^^^^1 

^^^ 

preparatioti  of,  67 

pro;rnosi»  of,  621                         ^^^^^1 

^^H 

Spurious  ey*toeelc,  240 

syniptouis  of,  620                         ^^^^^H| 

^H 

StafliinishiVe  Icnot,  508 

treatment  of.  621                         ^^^* 

Stem  i)e.Hsarie;*,  104,  121,  12S,  230,  284,  805 

Stripping  otl'  the  parietal  peritoneum  in  re- 

1 

druiiiagi'  oi  uterus  with,  214 

moval  of  ovarian  cyst.  6U7 

1 

Stcnosia  of  the  eervix,  cicatricial,  240 

Struct lue  of  calcitietl  fibnmia,  570 

1 

of  the  vapiurt,  189 

Stump  alter  removal  of  uterine  appendages. 

1 

dia^noiiiw  of,  191 

511 

1 

Sterility,  123,  213.  280,  281,  282.  284,  557 

reduction  of,  in  supra-vaginal  hfStfT- 

cause  of,  452 

ecti^my,  418 

congenital  ah»ence  of  the  vagina  aa  a 

Subinvolution  of  the  uterus,  126.  341, 148 

cause  of,  1 26 

symjitoms  of,  242                                ^^H 
Submucous  hbroid  of  the  uterus,  401             ^H 

degcnerationH  of  the  uterus  rausinj!;,  125 

de|)endent  U()on  ineonipatihility  of  the 

diagnosis  of,  407                          ^^H 

partit'H,  12l> 

calematouH,  408                            ^H 

diagnosis  of,  127 

Subperitoneal  j)ediculttted  fibroiti  tumor  of  ^H 

elephaiitiasis  labiorutn   as  a  cause  of, 

the  utcnis,  4(12                                           ^H 

126 

Snbscrous  Abroid  of  the  uterus,  402                ^H 

etiolonv  of,  123 

diagnosis  of,  409                           ^H 

irenerai  state  of  ihe  patient's  health  in, 

Superficial  epithelioma  of  the  cervix,  86^^^^| 

126 

Superinvolution  of  the  uterus,  243         ^^^^H 

hypertrophy  of  the  hymen  as  a  cause 

Suppressi<i  niensium.  98                           ^^^^^1 

"of.  12*5 

Suppres)*i(jn  of  menstruation  as  a  symptoo^^H 

injuries  to  the  vafrina  as  a  cause  of,  126 

of  pregnancy,  584                                  ^^M 

iu  ovarian  cyst*,  573 

Suppurating  fistula'  after  cneliotumy.  678       ^H 

uialltirinations  of  the  vagina  as  a  cause 

Suppuration  of  ovarian  cvst,  574                     ^H 

of.  126 

symptoms  or,  575                         ^^U 
of  the  wouna  after  ccEliotomy,  674        ^^H 

ojieration  for,  288 

profrnosi^i  of,  127 

pelvic,  neglected  c&He<;  of,  516         ^^^^^M 

pniliipsc  <(f  tlip  nterus  a.s  a  cause  of,  125 

Suppurative  peritonitis.  447,  449           ^^^^^^1 

resident  in  the  male,  127 

salpingitis.  4ij4,  45y                          ^^^^H 

the  Fallopian  tuhes  in,  124 

Supra-pubic  amputation  of  the  uterua,  490, ^H 

the  ovaries  in,  123 

^H 

the  uterus  in,  124 

Supra-vaginal  hvpertrophv  of  the  tttriXt^^M 

treatment  of,  127 

333                                         ^H 

nretiiral  caruncle  as  a  cause  of,  liiG 

symptoms  of,  384                        ^^H 

■l 

uterine  flexions  as  a  cause  of,  125 

treatment  of,  334                 ^^^^H 

^^iBi^^^H"^r              ^^^mv^          ^H 

H         Supra-vai^nal  hysterei'tomy,  349 

Taxi»  in  inversion  of  the  uterus,  348                             ^^^| 

H                         extra-ptritoneal  iiiellKwl,  416 

Taylor's  opeculuni,  41-43                                                  ^^^| 

H                         intru-abiloiniiial  methml,  419 

Tecimique  of  al>duminal  operations,  75                          ^^^| 

■         Suture,  catgut,  310.  313,  332,  33B,  83M,  340. 

of  gynecological  operations,  54                                ^^^| 

^                           377,  389,  418,  ">()(>,  51«i,  009,  614, 

of  the  operating  room,  54                                          ^^^| 

^H 

Tenaculum,  39                                                                ^^^| 

^^^1                 Btorillzatioti  of,  6U 

knif'e-hladed,  for  scarification    of  the                  ^^^| 

^^H          in  pu!<ition  r<iir  the  repair  of  ventral 

cervix  ul^ri,  248                                                   ^^^| 

^^H                      hernia.  <)81 

Tendon  liuture,  6^3                                                              ^^H 

^^^K                 in  hy^ttirorrltaphy,  314 

Teuotoniy  for  coecygodinia,  184                                       ^^^| 

^^^H                 in  oppnitioii  lor  laceration  of  the 

Tent,  eliii,  47                                                                      ^^H 

^^^H                      cervix  utori,  2>j<> 

laminaria,  51,  120                                               ^^^^H 

^^^1         introilut-tion  of,  in  tlap-!«plitting  opera- 

sponge,  49,  120,  440                                              ^^^^| 

^^B              ti<in,  344 

tu]H-lo,  50,  51,  120                                                 ^^^H 

^^H          materials,  63 

u.se  of,  in  (Sterility,  128                                               ^^^| 

^^H          of  recent   incoinpleto   nipturc   of  the 

Tliermic  iintiHepxiH,  56                                                       ^^^| 

^^^1              recU^-vaginal  Heptum.  2-i3 

Tbier!<ch'h  operation  for  exstrophy  of  the                  ^^H 

^^^B          of  thin  (*>](]  of  peritoneum  and  fibrous 

Madder,  624                                                                ^^H 

^^^B              tiiuue  after  detachment  of  a  firm  atl- 

s(dutioii,  424,  433                                                        ^^M 

^^^1              h«»iun  IViim  intestine.  428 

Thomo-s  and  Munde  pessary,  553                                     ^^H 

^^^1         remoral  of,  in  combined  operations, 

Thonias'!<  dilator,  349                                                        ^^^H 

^H             685 

operation  for  inversion  of  the  uterus,                   ^^^| 

^H         ailk,  G5, 2.'»0, 257,  2fi.'),  2G5),  272,  274,  270, 

34.S,  349                                                                    ^H 

^H                     312,  377.  416,  418,  434,  0(H3,  59B, 

whalelHUie  uterine  sound,  3^^                                     ^^^| 

^^M                      (S03,  <il->.  CA3,  6H2 

Tobacco-pouch  suture,  337                                               ^^^| 

^^H                 interrupted,  2ti2.  271 

Toilet  of  pi'ritiiUL'Urn,  604                                                   ^^^| 

^^^H                 8ti>rilizatiot)  of,  (>5 

Tor«ion  of  the    pedicle  of  cj'st  of  ovory,                   ^^^| 

^^m         Bitkworm-^ut,  2.'>(>,  253,  257,  262,  2B5, 

^^H 

^^^^             2t;;>,  272,  274,  276,  311,  313,  33(5, 

Total  extirpation  of  the  cervix,  376                                ^^^| 

^^^^^            339.  3441,  344,  41tf,  418,  511,  696, 

of  the  iiii-rns,  37li.  431                                        ^^H 

^^^^r 

abdominal,  420                                             ^^^| 

^                 sterilization  of,  G6 

titiroidii,  430                                             ^^^| 

^^m          Rilver-wire,  65,  239 

prt-paratiuu    of    palieut    fur,                   ^^^| 

^^^1          tendon,  65 

^H 

^^y          tohacco-pouch,  337 

Trachelorrhaphy,  :i32                                                     ^^M 

^^^^   Byndroma  nienHtrualix,  93 

after-treatment  nf,  683                                                  ^^H 

H          Bypliilitic  atfeetiorH  of  the  >'ulva,  174 

EniiiictV  operation  for,  239,  331                                ^^H 

H                 skin  eruptions  of  the  vulva,  174 

Tran.-ifusion  of  8teriliz(Hl  salt  solution  afler                    ^^H 

1          Syringe,  Braun'H  intrauterine,  226 

hemorrliap\  432                                                         ^^^| 
Trarisverne  ^eetictn  of  pelvis  with  ectopic                  ^^^| 

^^^          bulb,  226 

^^^1          explornt^iry,  .53 

gestation,  524                                                              ^^^H 

^^^H          for  cleansing  drainage-tube,  70 

Trendeleiiberg's  method  for  exstrophy  of                    ^^^| 

^^^H          for  removal  of  cervical  Hecretiun,  218 

the  bladder,  625                                                      ^^H 

^^^B          fountain,  for  irrigation,  73 

position.  22.   313.   332,  392,  419,   420,                   ^^1 

^^H         intra-utf  rine,  39 

432-13.'),  505                                                        ^^M 

K  rug's  frame  for,  60                                            ^^H 

^^^  f  IIABLK  for  instruments,  58 

I           J.    for  <)[icratii>n.  75 

Triple  interlockitig  ligature,  604                                      ^^^| 

True  liema|dirixliAm,  132                                                   ^^^| 

H                 the  AllJKon  gynecological,  19 

Tubal  abortion,  525                                                               ^^^| 

■          Tait':)  knot,  508  " 

diseiixc  complicating  fibroids  of  uterus,                  ^^^| 

H                operation  of  removal  of  the  adnexa, 

^^1 

■                     430 

^^H 

■          Tallev'H  speculum,  40,  42,  43 

pregnancy,  519                                                         ^^H 

■          Tamilonx,  ID9 

diagnosis  subsequent  to   rupture,                   ^^^| 

^^^_           of  the  uteriiH,  226 

^^1 

^^^h                 for  htnnorrha^'e,  109 

irscape  of  fetus  in  peritoneal  cavitr,                  ^^H 

^^^H                 instrumentti  for,  226 

^H 

^^^1                 with  iodoform  gauze,  227 

period  of  ru[>ture,  527                                        ^^^| 

^H         of  vagina,  215,  233,  296,  299,  301,  309, 

rupture  of  wail,  521                                            ^^^| 

^H 

rupture  of,  with  fetal  life  continu-                   ^^^| 

^^^^                for  hemorrhage,  109 

^^^K                 for  prolapsed  uterUM,  329 

rupture  in  a  cjuie  of  ectopic  gestation,                   ^^^| 

^^^H                intnxhietion  of,  40,  44 

^^H                of  giveerin,  493 

Tubercle  bacilli,  recognition  of,  In   urine,                   ^^H 

^^m               of  iclithvol.  242,  294 

^^H 

^^H                of  io<ioform  gauze,  203,  316,  377 

Tulu-rculur  fistula  of  the  vagina,  147                             ^^H 
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Tubercular,  peritonitis,  encysted,  161 
pyosalpinx,  152 
salpingitis,  151,  160,  465 
Tuberculosis  of  the  bladder,  638 
diagnosis  of,  639 
patnolo^y  of,  638 
prognosis  of,  640 
treatment  of,  640 
of  the  cervix  uteri,  147 
diagnosis  of,  149 
treatment  of,  149 
of  the  Fallopian  tubes,  151 
diagnosis  of,  153 
pathology  of,  151 
prognosis  of,  153 
symptoms  of  153 
treatment  ot,  153 
of  the  omentum,  160 
of  the  ovary,  152,  153 
of  the  pelvic  peritoneum,  160 
of  the  peritoneum,  154 
caseous,  159 

course  of,  160 
diagnosis  of,  161 
prognosis  of,  162 
symptoms  of,  160 
treatment  of,  162 
fibroid,  157 

diagnosis  of,  158 
prognosis  of,  158 
symptoms  of,  157 
treatment  of,  158 
miliary,  154 

diagnosis  of,  156 
prognosis  of,  156 
symptoms  of,  155 
treatment  of,  156 
of  the  uterus,  149 
diagnosis  of,  150 
symptoms  of,  150 
treatment  of,  150 
of  the  vagina,  146 

treatment  of,  147 
of  the  vulva,  144 
diagnosis  of,  145 
treatment  of,  145 
Tubo-ovarian  abscess,  457 
cyst,  561 
pregnancy,  519 
Tubo-uterine  pregnancy,  519,  525 
direction  of  rupture,  526 
Tumor,  adipose,  of  labium,  183 
of  clitoris,  183 
cystic,  182 
of  the  vulva,  180 
Tupelo  tents,  50,  51,  120 
Tympanitis  resembling  ovarian  cyst,  589 

ULCERATIVE  epithelioma  of  the  cer- 
vix, 366 
Umbilical  fistuia>,  159 
Unicornate  uterus,  138 
Unilateral  herniaphrodism,  132 

laceration  of  the  cervix  uteri,  247 
Unilocular  cyst  of  ovary,  568 
Upright  position,  22 


Urachus,  patulous,  628 
Uremia  aner  coeliotomy,  6C 
Ureter,  calculus  of,  658 
cancer  of,  658 
catheterization  of,  656 
course  of,  marlced  on  8 
direction  of,  25 
diseases  of,  653 

diagnosis  of,  654 
ligation  of,  in  vagint 

686 
normal,  palpation  of, 
palpation  of,  24,  29 
pelvic  portion  of,  viei 
655 
viewed  from  1 
relation  to  the  cervix, 
severance  of,  in  Krask( 
sounding  of,  656 
stricture  of,  657 
wound  of,  435 

during  operation 
609 
Ureteral  catheter,  634,  639 
Kelly's,  657 
fistula,  2^7 

diagnosis  of,  268 
sutures  in,  269 
treatment  of,  268 
sound,  Kelly's,  667 
Ureteritis,  659 
Uretero-vaginal  fistula,  26! 
Urethra,  aracess  of,  617 
atresia  of,  615 

treatment  of,  616 
carcinoma  of,  364,  618 
caruncle  of,  619 
dilatation  of,  51,  615,  i 
gonorrheal  infection  o 
treatment  of, 
malignant  neoplasms  i 
prolapse  of,  621 

diagnosis  of,  621 
symptoms  of,  621 
treatment  of,  622 
sarcoma  of,  618 
stricture  of,  620 

diagnosis  of,  621 
prognosis  of,  621 
symptoms  of,  620 
treatment  of,  621 
Urethral  caruncle,  617 

as  a  cause  of  steri 
medullani'  sarcom 
diverticulum,  619 
fistula,  275 

artificial,  275 
polyp,  618 

diagnosis  of,  from 
Urethrocele,  619 
diagnosis  of,  620 
etiology  of,  619 
symptoms  of,  619 
treatment  of.  620 
Urinary  fistula.  267 
Uro-recto-vaginal  cloaca,  '. 
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Uterine  applicator,  215,  225 
colic,  114 

curetteinent,  after-treatment  of,  683 
dressinf^-forceps,  Bozeman's,  40 

Bylord's,  39 
elevator,  35 

flcxioHR,  m  a  cause  of  sterility,  125 
hemorrhage,  105,  106 

at  menopause,  85 

tampon  in,  109 

use  of  sponge  tents  in,  109 
polypus,  328 
proDe,  silver,  215 
repositor,  295 

method  of  using,  295 
retrodisplai^ements,  reduction  in,  290 
sound,  caution  in  the  use  of,  327 
versions  at  a  cause  of  sterility,  125 
Uterus,  abnormality  in  position  of,  142 

of  involution  of  the,  125 
absence  of,  137 
atrophy  of,  320 
benign  adenoma  of,  209 
bicornate  unicervical,  140 
bicornis,  139 

pregnancy  in,  584 

retention  of  menses  in,  94 
bimanual  palpation  of,  28,  224 

recto- vaginal  palpation  of,  31 
bipartitus,  138 
carcinoma  of,  381 

diagnosis  of,  384 

symptoms  of,  382 

treatment  of,  385 
complete  jirolaitse  of,  formation  of,  325 

ulceration  in,  321 
curettage  of,  214,   219,  222,  242,  288, 
285,  330,  3J«,  389,  424,  486 

for  diagnosis,  384,  409 

rn  acute  pelvic  inflammation,  227 

in  sarcoma,  364 

instruments  for,  224 
degenerations  of,  causing  sterility,  125 
didelphys,  141 
ditfuse  papillary  adenoma  of,  210 

sarcoma  of,  360 

symptoms  of,  361 
dilaUttion  of,  122 
discharge  of  tubal   contents  through, 

465 
displacements  of,  125 
distortions  of,  278 

drainage  of,  with  iodoform  gauze,  214, 
219 

witli  stem  i>essaries,  214 
duplex,  141 

fibro-cvstic  tumor  of,  41 1 
fibr.)i<l "of  Am 

calcification  of,  403 

cause  of  deatli  in,  407 

complications  met  during  opera- 
tion, 428 

diagnosis  of,  4^)7 

general     consideration    of    treat- 
ment. 429 

hemorrhage  in,  406 


Uterus,  fibroid  of,  Martin's  operation  for, 
416 

nodular,  414 

non-operative  treatment  of,  411 

pain  in,  405 

pressure-symptoms  in,  406 

removal  by  morcellation,  413,  416 
per  vaginani,  431 

salpingo-oophorectomy  for,  435 

surgical  treatment  of,  413 

symptoms  of,  405 

treatment  of,  by  electricity,  412 
by  ergot,  411 

vaginal  enucleation  of,  413 
fibroid  polyp  of,  346,  396 
symptoms  of,  399 
treatment  of,  399 
fibro-myoina  of,  400 
fibro-sarcoma  of,  359 

symptoms  of,  361 
gauze  packing  of,  215 
glandular  polyp  of,  211 
hyperinvolution  of,  101,  125,  248 

diagnosis  of,  244 

treatment  of,  128,  244 
incipient  carcinoma  of,  209 
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the  reader  to  learn  the  very  latest  methods  of  investigation  without  consulting  works 
specially  devoted  to  the  subject. 


IN  AOTTVE  PREPARATION. 


For  Sale  by  Subscription  only 


M  AMERICAN  TEXT-BO 


DISEASES  OF  CHILD 


INCLUDING 

Special  Chapters  on  Essential  Surgical  Subjects ;  Die 
Eye,  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat ;  Diseases  of  the  Skin ; 
Diet,  Hygiene ,  and  General  Management  of  Ch 

BY  AMERICAN  TEACHER 

EDITED  BY 

LOUIS    STARR,  M.D., 

ABBIRTED   BY 

THOMPSON  S.  AV:ESTC0TT,  M.D. 

Forming  one  handsome  royal  8vo.  volume  of  over  1100  pag( 
illustrated  with  wood-cuts,  half  tone  and  colored  pi 

Price,  Cloth,  $7.00 ;  Sheep,  $8.00 ;  Half  Russia 

An  American  Text-book  of  tlie  Diseases  of  Children  will 
handsome  imperial  octavo  volume  of  about  1000  pages,  un 
American  Text-book  of  Surgery,  coutaining  numerous  wood- 
plates,  and  colored  illustrations.  The  plan  contemplates  a  sei 
articles  written  by  some  sixty  well-known  picdiatrists,  repre; 
tively  the  teachiugs  of  the  most  prominent  medical  schools  « 
America.  The  work  is  intended  to  be  a  practical  book,  suitab 
and  handy  reference  by  the  practitioner  and  the  ailvanced  stud< 

One  (leci<le(l  innovation  is  the  large  number  of  authors,  nearl 
being  contributed  b}-  a  specialist  in  the  line  on  which  he  writet 
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entailing  considerable  labor  upon  the  editors,  has  resulted  in  the  publication 
of  a  work  tuorouohly  new  and  abreast  op  the  times. 

Especial  attention  has  been  given  to  the  consideration  of  the  Uitest  accepted 
teaching  upon  the  etiology,  symptoms,  patholog}-,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of 
the  disorders  of  children,  with  the  introduction  of  many  special  formulae  and 
therapeutic  procedures. 

Special  chapters  embrace  at  unusual  length  the  diseases  of  the  Eye,  Ear, 
Xosc  and  Throat,  and  the  Sliin  ;  while  the  introductory-  chapters  cover  fully  the 
important  subjects  of  Diet,  Hygiene,  Exercise,  Bathing,  and  the  Chemistry  of 
Food.  Tracheotomy,  Intubation,  Circumcision,  and  such  minor  surgical  pro- 
cedures coming  within  the  province  of  the  medical  practitioner,  are  carefully 
considered. 
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H.  Ilioway,  Cincinnati. 
Henry  Jaekiion,  Boston. 
Ciiarles  G.  Jennings,  I)(>troit. 
Henry  Koplik,  New  York. 


Dr.  Tiiomas  S.  Latimer,  Baltimore. 
Albert  R.  Leeds,  Iloboken,  N.  J. 
J.  Hendrie  Lloyd,  Philadelphia. 
George  Roe  Tvockwood,  New  York. 
Henry  M.  Lyman,  Chicago. 
Francis  T.  Miles,  Baltimore. 
Cliarles  K.  Mills,  Philadelphia. 
John  H.  Musser,  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  R.  Neilson,  Philadelphia. 
W.  P.  Northrup,  New  York. 
William  Osier,  Baltimore. 
Frederick  A.  Packard,  Philadelphia. 
William  Pepper,  Philadelphia. 
Frederick  Peterson,  New  York. 
W.  T.  Plant,  Syracuse. 
William  M.  Powell,  Atlantic  City. 
B.  Alexander  Randall,  Philadelphia. 
Edward  O.  Shakespeare,  Philada. 
F.  C.  Shattuck,  Boston. 
J.  Lewis  Smith,  New  York. 
Louis  Starr,  Philadelphia. 
M.  Allen  Starr,  New  York. 
J.  Madison  Taylor,  Philadelphia. 
Charles  W.  Townsend,  Boston. 
James  Tyson,  Philadelphia. 
W.  S.  Tiiayer,  Baltimore.        [Mich. 
Vietor  C.  Vaughan,  Ann  Arbor, 
Thompson  S.  Westcott,  Philadelphia. 
Henry  R.  Wharton,  Philadelphia. 
J.  Williiim  White,  Philadelphia. 
J.  C.  Wilson,  Philadelphia. 


I'OR  SAIiK  BY  SUBSCBIPTK 

FOR  FURTHER  PARTICULARS,  ADDRESS  THE  PU 


AN  AMERICAN  TEXT-BOOK  OF  6YNEI 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

FOR  THE  C8E  OF 

STUDENTS  AND   PRACTITIONER 

BY 

HENRY  T.  BYFORD,  M.  D.,  JOHN  M.  BALDY, 
EDWIN  CRAGIN,  M.  D.,  J.  H.  ETHERIDGE,  » 
WILLIAM    GOODELL,    M.  D.,  HOW^ARD  A.   KELL 

FLORIAN  KRUG,  M.  D.,  E.  E.  MONTGOMERY, 
WILLIAM    R.    PRYOR,   M.  D.,   GEORGE   M.   TUTTL 

KI)ITKI>    BY 

J.    M.    BALDY,    M.D. 


Forming  a  handsome  royal  8vo  volume,  with  360  illu 
in  text  and  37  colored  and  half-tone  plates. 

Price,  Cloth,  $6.00;  Sheep,  $7.00;  Half  Russia, 


In  this  volume  all  anatomical  descriptions  excepting  what  is 
clear  understanding  of  the  text  have  been  omitted,  illustrations 
depended  upon  to  elucidate  this  point.  It  will  be  found  thorough! 
its  teachings,  and  is  intended,  as  its  title  implies,  to  be  a  working 
physicians  and  students.  A  clear  line  of  treatment  has  been  laid 
case,  and,  although  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  discuss  mooU 
the  most  important  of  these  have  been  noted  and  explained ;  a 
tions  recommended  are  fully  illustrated,  so  that  the  reader  may  Y, 
of  the  procedure  described  in  the  text  under  his  eye  and  cannot 
the  idea. 

All  extraneous  matter  and  discussions  have  been  carefully  exc 
attempt  made  to  allow  nothing  unnecessary  to  cumber  the  text. 

The  subject  matter  has  been   brought  fully  up  to  date  at  evt 
the  work  is  as  nearly  na  possible   the  combined  opinion  of  the 
who  figure  as  the  authors. 

The  work  is  well  illustrated  throughout  with  wood-cuts,  half-ton 
plates,  mostly  original,  and  selected  from  the  autliors'  j)rivate  colled 


For  Sale  by  Subscription  only. 
THIRD  AKD  BEVISED  EDITION-Now  Ready. 

Medical  Diagnosis. 

BY 

DR.  OSWALD  VIERORD'P, 

Profenror  of  Medicine  at  the  I'nivemity  of  }Ieidelberg  ;  formerly  Prirat  Decent  at  University  of 
Leipxig ;   Profeiwnr  of  Medicine  and  Director  of  the  Medical  Polyclinic  at  the  Univ.  of  Jena. 

Translated,  with  additions,  from  the  Second  Enlarged  German  Edition, 
with  the  Author's  Permission. 

BY 

FRANCIS  H.  STUART,  A.M.,  M.D., 

Member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Kingx,  N.  Y.  :  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine ;  Member  of  the  British  Medical  A.<<moiation,  etc. 

Id  one  handsome  royal  octavo  volume  of  700  pages. 
178  fine  wood-cuts  in  text,  many  of  which  are  in  colors. 

I^cet  Cloth,  $4.00  net;  Sheep,  $5.00  net}  Half  Russia,  $1^.50  net. 

TU8  YALDABLE  WORK  IS  NOW  FDBLIBHED  IN  OeRUAN,  ErOLIBH,  RuBSIAN,  AND  ITALIAN. 

In  this  work,  as  in  no  other  hitherto  pablished,  are  given  fall  and  acnarate  explanations 
of  the  phenomena  olMerved  at  the  Wisidn.  It  is  distinctly  a  clinical  work,  by  a  master 
teacher,  characterize*!  by  thoroughness,  fulneriii,  and  accuracy.     It  k  a  mi.nk  op  i.xforxatiov 

OPOH    TIIK   POINTS   THAT    AKB    »0   UPTKN  PASSED  OVRR  WITHOt'T    EXPLANATION.       Especial  attentlOQ 

has  been  given  to  the  germ  theory  as  a  factor  in  the  origin  of  distease. 

TlIK  ISSDB  01'  A  THIRD  EDITION  WITUIX  TWO  YKARfl  INDICATE.'*  TIIK  FAVOR  WITH  WHICH  IT  HAM 
IIRKN  RECEIVED  BY  THE  PROFESSION. 


PROFESSIONAL  OPINIONS. 

"One  of  tlie  most  valuable  and  useful  works  in  medical  literature." 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  J.  C.  SKENE,  M.D., 

Dean  of  the  Long  Itkmd  College  Hospital,  and  Profemor  of  the 

Medical  and  Surgical  Diseases  of  Women, 


"  Indispensable  to  both  '  students  and  practitioners.'  " 

(Signed)  F.  Ml  NOT,  M.D.. 

Uersey  I'rofesanr  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Harvard  University. 


"It  is  very  well  arranged  and  very  complete,  and  contains  valuable  features 
not  usually  found  in  the  ordinary  books." 

(Signed)  J.  H.  MUSSER,  M.D., 

Assistant  Pmfessor  Clinical  Medicine,  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

"  One  of  tlie  most  valuable  works  now  l)efore  the  profession,  both  for  study  and 
reference." 

(Signed)  X.  S.  DAVIS,  M.D., 

Profmsnr  of  Princiiilis  and  Pracliii^  nf  Midirinf  and  Ctiuical  Medicine,  Chicago  Medical  College. 

"  A  treasury  of  practical  information  which  will  be  found  of  daily  use  to  every 
busy  pr&ctitiuner  who  will  consult  it." 

(Signed)  C.  A.  T-INDSLEY,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Theory  and  l^actiee  of  Mediciw,  Yale  University,  Xew  Haven,  Conn. 


For  Sale  by  Stibscription  onl\ 

NOW   READY. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  ] 

A  Hand-Book  of  Ophthalmic  Practice. 


G.  E.  DE  SCHWEINITZ,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  Philadelphia  Polyclinic :  Professor  of  Clinical  Ophi 

Medical  College  Pliiladelpiiia ;  Opiithalmic  Surgeon  to  Children's  Hospital  and  t 

Hospital :  Oplithalmnloglst  to  the  Orthopiedlc  Hospital  and  Infirmary  for  Ne: 

late  Lecturer  on  Medical  Ophthalmoscopy,  University  of  Pa.,  el 

FORMING  A  HANDSOME  ROYAL  8vo.  VOLUME  OF  MORE  THAf 

Over  200  fine  wood-cuts,  many  of  which  are  original,  ant 

lithographic  plates. 

FiHee,  Cloth,  $4,00  net;  Sheep,  $5.00  net}  Half  SusaU 

PROFESSIONAL  OPINIONS. 

"  A  work  that  will  meet  the  requirements  not  only  of  the  spec 
general  practitioner  in  a  rare  degree.    I  am  satisfied  that  unusual  si 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  PEPPER, 

Provost  and  Pfofeasor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medidne  at 

in  the  Untversitj/  of  Pa 


"  Contains  in  concise  and  reliable  form  the  accepted  views  of  Opht 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  THOMSO 

Professor  of  Ophthalmology,  Jifferson  Medical  College, 


"  One  of  the  best  hand-books  now  extant  on  tiie  subject." 

(Signed)  J.  O.  STILLSON,  M.I 

Professor  of  Eye  and  Ear,  Central  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  . 


*'  Vastly  superior  to  any  book  on  the  subject  with  which  I  am  I 
(Signed)  FRANCIS  HART  STUAR 


'•  Contains  in  the  most  attractive  and  easily  understood  form 
knowledge  which  is  necessary  to  the  intelligent  practice  of  jgener 
surgery." 

(Signed)  J.  WILLIAM  WHITE, 

Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  University 


^  A  very  reliable  guide  to  the  study  of  eye  diseases,  presenting 
and  newest  ideas." 

(Signed)  SWAN  M.  BURNET 

Professor  of'  Ophthalmology  and  Otology,  Medical  Dejtartment  Univ.  of  Georgetowt 
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Second  Bevised  Edition.    For  Sale  by  Subscription  only. 

A  NEW  PRONOUNCING 

DICTIONARY  OF  MEDICINE. 


WITH 


Phonetic  Fronanciation,  Accentuation,  Etymology,  eto. 

BY 

JOHN  M.  KEATING,  M.D.,  LL.D., 

Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficianii  of  Phila<Ielphia ;  Vico-Presidont  of  the  American  Piediatrio 

Society  i   Ex-Prc»(leDt  of  the  Atvociation  of  Lifu  Inxurance  Medical  Directors; 

Kilitor  "Cyclopasdia  of  the  l>ii>oa8e8  of  Children,"  Etc. ; 

AND 

HENRY  HAMILTON. 

Author  of  a  "A  new  Tranalation  of  Virgil'n  /F.neid  into  Knglich  Rhyme ;" 
Co-Authorof  "Saunders'  Medical  Lexicon/'  Etc. 

WITH  THE  COLLABOBATION  OF 

J.  CHALMERS  Da  COSTA,  M.D.,  and  FREDERICK  A.  PACKARD,  M.D. 

WITH  AN  APPENDIX 

CONTAINING   IMPORTANT  TABLK8  OF   BACILLI,   HICKOCOCCI,    LEnCOUAINES, 

FTOMAInKB;  DKDOS  and   MATBRIAI.H  UtHED  IN   ANTISEPTIC   BDROKRY  ; 

POISONS  AND   THKIH   ANTIDOTEH;   WKIOIITfl  AND  MBA8UHK8  ; 

THKRHOMKTRIO   SCALES  ;   NEW  UPPICINAL  AND 

UNOFFICINAL  DRUOS,    ETO.    ETC. 

Forming  One  very  Attractive  Volume  of  over  800  Pages. 
Price,  Oloth,  $5.00  net;  Sheep,  $6.00  net;  Half  Bussia,  $6.50  net. 

with  Denison'g  Patent  Index  for  Ready  Reference. 


"I  am  much  pleaded  with  Keating'f  Dictionary,  and  ahall  take  pleasure  in  recummeoding it  to  my 
clawcH." 

(Signcl)  UEXRV  M.  LYMAN,  M.D., 

I'rofetsor  of  Principles  and  Praelier.  of  Malititu,  Kiuh  Muiical  ColUiie,  Chirago,  111. 

"  I  am  convinced  that  it  will  be  a  very  valuable  ailjunct  to  my  ptudy  table,  convenient  in  viie  and 
sufficiently  full  for  onlinary  uim.'' 

(Signeil)  C.  A.  LIXDSLEY,  M.D., 

Profeuor  of  Thfory  ami  Prariire  of  Malieiiu,  AMiral  Deju.   Yale  I'niivrnii), 

Secretatj/  Cuniueliriit  fl/iue  lionni  of  llmtiti.  Sew  Haven,  ConiuelieiU. 

"  I  will  ]ioint  out  to  my  claivcf  the  many  K»n\  featurcy  of  thin  Imok  a.*  compared  with  other*,  which 
will.  I  am  iiure,  make  it  very  |»pulur  with  ^tuilcnt". '' 

(SigmKi)  JOHN  CKONYN,  M.D.,  LL.D., 

Ptot'eMor  of  l'rinrif>tfs  anil  Prariirt  of  Mnlirine  ami  t'linirai  Medicine; 
Presideiil  of  the  Pacnllt/,  Medical  Dr/n.  yiaizara  Univeriity,  Buffalo,  N.   1'. 

"  My  examination  and  um;  of  it  have  given  mc  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  it-<  merit,  and  it  will  give 
me  plea.'urc  to  recommend  itK  ukc  to  my  rla!<.'>. " 

(Signed)  .7.  W.  H.  LOVEJOY,  M.D., 

Profetaor  of  Theory  and  Prariirr  of  Medicine,  ami  Prtsident  of  the  Faculty, 

Medical  I)epl.  (tronrttoirn  Vnivtrsily,  Wa»hin0on,  D.  C. 
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Second  Edition,  for  Sale  by  Stibscription, 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


OP 


SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  M.D., 

D.  C.  I..  OXON.,  I.L.D.  CANTAB.,  KDIN.,  JEFF.  COLL.,  UNIV.  PA.,  EUKKITl'S  PROPES-SOR 
OF  BUKQEKT  IN  THB  JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

WITH  REMINI8CEKCES  OF 

HIS  TIMES  AND  CONTEMPORARIES. 

Edited  bj  his  Sons,  Samdkl  W.  Gross,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  late  Proressor  of  Principles 

of  Surgery  and  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 

and  A.  Haller  Gross,  A.M.,  of  tlie  Philadelphia  Bar. 

Preceded  by  a  Memoir  of  Dr.  Gross  by  the  late  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  LL-D. 

In  two  handsome  Tolumes,  each  containing'  over  400  pagres* 

demy  8to.,  extra  cloth,  grilt  tops,  with  fine  Frontispiece 

ensrraved  on  steel. 

Price    .    .    .    $S,00  net. 

THIS  Autobiography,  which  was  continued  by  the  late  eminent 
Surgeon  until  within  three  months  before  his  death,  con- 
tains a  full  and  accurate  history  of  his  early  struggles,  trials, 
and  subsequent  successes,  told  in  a  singularly  interesting  and 
charming  manner,  and  embraces  short  and  graphic  pen  portraits 
of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  —  surgeons,  physicians, 
divines,  lawyers,  statesmen,  scientists,  etc.  .etc. — with  whom  he  was 
brought  in  contact  in  this  country  and  in  Euroi)e ;  the  whole 
forming  a  retrospect  of  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century. 
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POCKET  MEDICAL  FORMULARY. 

By  WILLIAM  M.  POWELL,  M.D., 

AtUnding  Physician  to  the  Meroer  House  for  Invalid  Women,  at  Atlantic  City. 

COMTAIMXa 

1750  Formula,  Mleoted  from  teveral  hundreds  of  the  best  known  authorities. 

Forming  a  handsome  and  convenient  Poclcet  Companion  of  nearly  300  printed  pages, 
with  blanic  leaves  for  additions. 

WITH  AN  APPENDIX 

Containing  Posologioal  Table ;  Formnlee  and  Doses  for  Hypoderraio  Medication  ;  Poisons  and 

tlieir  Antidotes;  Diamutt^rs  of  tlie  Female  Pelvis  aiicl  Foetal  Head;  Obstetrical  Table; 

Diet  List  for  various  disea-HKS  ;  Materials  and  Drugs  us<-d  in  Antiseptic  Surgery; 

Treatment  of  Asphyxia  from  Drowning  ;   Surgical  Remembrancer ;    Tables  of 

Inuompatibles  ;  Eruptive  Fevers  ;  Weights  and  Measures,  etc. 

Third  Edition,  Revised  and  greatly  Enlarged. 

Handsomely  bound  in  Moroooo,  with  side  index,  wallet,  and  flap. 

Price,  $1.75  net, 

"  Thin  little  hook,  that  can  be  cnnveniontly  carried  in  the  pockut,  oontainji  an  immense  amount  of 
material.  It  in  very  uxeful,  and  ox  thu  namu  of  the  author  of  each  prescription  i.«  given,  is  unusually 
roliahle. " — Nkw  York  Mkiik-ai,  IIkcokd. 

I  ^ — ■ —  ^m^^^ 

THIRD    EDITION. 


low  TO  EXAMDfE  FOR  UFE  lUSURAUCE. 

By  JOHN  M.  KEATING,  M.l)., 

Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Philailclphia :   Vice-President  of  the  American 
Puidiatric  Society  ;  Ex-President  of  the  Axxociation  of  Life  Insurance  -Medical  Diroetors. 

Royal  8vo.,  211  pasres,  with  two  largo  Phototype  Illustrations,  and  s 

Plate  prepared  by  Dr.  McClellau  fi-oin  special  Dissections ; 

also,  numerous  Cuts  to  eluci<late  the  text. 

Price,  in  Cioth,  $2.00. 

PART  I.  has  been  carefully  prepared  from  the  Ix'St  worlis  on  Physical  Diagnosis,  and  is 
a  short  and  sticcinct  account  of  the  metliods  used  to  make  examinations  ;  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  normal  condition,  and  of  the  earliest  evidences  of  disease. 

PART  H.  contains  the  Instructions  of  twenty-four  Life  Insurance  Companies  to  their 
medical  cxanuners. 

PRESS  -NOTICKS. 

"  ThiK  i!t  liy  far  the  most  usoful  oook  which  hax  yet  ap(ioar(Ml  on  insurance  examination,  a  subject  of 
growing  interest  and  inifiortancc.  Not  the  least  valuable  portion  of  the  volume  is  Part  II.,  which 
consists  of  instructions  issued  to  their  examining  physicians  by  twenty-four  representative  com|ianies  of 
this  country.  As  the  pns)fs  of  these  instructions  were  corrected  by  the  directors  of  the  companies,  they 
form  tbo  late«t  instructions  obtainable.  If  for  these  alime  the  Isuk  should  lie  at  the  right  hand  of 
every  physician  interested  in  this  special  branch  of  medical  science.'' — TJie  HUtlirnl  Xem. 

"The  volume  is  replete  with  information  an<l  suirgestifms.  and  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
literature  of  the  medical  department  <if  life  nmlerwriters'  work.'" — Tlir  Uniitd  State*  Review  (In- 
•uranoo  Journal). 
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SERIES  OE 

Manuals  for  Students  and  Practitioners. 


The  aim  of  the  Publisher  is  to  furnish,  la  this  Series  of  Manuals,  a  numlMtr  of 
high-class  works  by  prominent  teachers  who  are  connected  with  the  principal 
Colleges  and  Universities  of  this  country ;  the  position  and  experience  of  each 
being  a  guarantee  of  the  soundness  and  standard  of  t«xt  of  the  subject  on  which 
he  writes. 

Especial  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  choice  of  large,  clear,  readable  ty])e ;  a 
high  grade  of  slightly  toned  paper,  of  a  shade  particularly  adapted  for  reading 
by  artificial  light ;  high-class  illustrations,  printed  in  colors  when  necessary  to  a 
clear  elucidation  of  the  text ;  and  strong,  attractive,  and  uniform  bindings. 

The  prices  vary  greatly  ($1.00  to  $2.50),  it  not  being  considered  desirable  to 
fix  an  arbitrary  standard  and  pad  the  volumes  accordingly. 

Now  Ready— Fourth  Edition. 

CONTAINING 

"miTTS  oiisr  iDissEiOTionsr." 


ESSENTIALS  OF  ANATOMY  AND  MANUAL  OF  PRACTICAL  DISSECTION. 

By  CHARLES  B.  NANCREDE,  M.D.. 

Professor  of  Surgery  aud  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor  :  Corresponding 

Memljer  of  the  Boyal  Academy  of  Medicine,  Rome,  Italy  ;  late 

Surgeon  Jefferson  Medical  College,  etc.  etc. 


Port  8to.,  nearly  600  pagM,  with  Haadiorae  Fall-page  Litbographle  PlaUt  In  Oalor*.  Orer  flOO  IllBStratloas. 


Price,  Extra  Cloth  or  Oilcloth  for  the  Dissection  Room,  $2.00,  net. 

No  pains  or  expense  has  been  spared  to  make  this  work  the  most  exhaustive 
yet  concise  Student's  Manual  of  Anatomy  and  Dissection  ever  published,  either 
in  this  country  or  Europe. 

The  colored  plates  are  designed  to  aid  the  student  in  dissecting  the  muscles, 
arteries,  veins,  and  nerves.  For  this  edition  the  wood-cuts  have  all  been  speci- 
ally drawn  and  engraved,  and  an  Appendix  added  containing  60  illustrations 
representing  the  structure  of  llie  entire  human  skeleton,  the  whole  based  on 
the  eleventh  edition  of  Gray's  Anatomy,  and  forming  a  handsome  post  8vo. 
volume  of  over  400  pages. 
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NOW  READY.  A       MANTTAT        OF  ^'"ST  EDITION 

SECOND  EDITION  REVISED.  -n.     BU  A IWJ  J*.  1^     \J  C  EXHAUSTED  IN  SIX  MONTHS. 

PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

By   a.  a.  STKVENS,  A.M.,  M.D., 

Instructor  of  Phj-sical  DlaRitosis  in  the  ('nivorKlty  ol  Pennsylvania  and  Demonstrator  of  Pathology  in 
the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pliiladelphia. 

Specially  Intended  for  Students  Preparing  for  Graduation  and 

Hospital  Examinations. 

Including  the  following  i>cetions :  (> enenil  Dimsaocs,  DiTCaiie!!  of  the  Digestive  Organs,  Divearoii  of 
the  Renpirotory  System.  DisM-awn  of  the  Circulatory  System,  Diseascsi  u(  the  Xervou.*  .'Jys'tem,  Diseases 
of  the  Rhiod,  T)iseasi>s  of  the  Kidneys,  ami  Disea.<es  of  the  Skin.  Each  Section  is  prefaced  by  a  ohaptar 
on  General  Symptomatulogy. 

Post  8vo.,  502  page*.    Numerou*  llluttrationt  and  Selected  Formuln. 
JPriee,  $2.50. 


Coutribations  to  the  Science  of  Medicine  have  poured  in  so  rapidly  during  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century  that  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  for  the  Student,  with  the  limited  time  at  his  dis- 
posal, to  master  elaborate  treatises  or  to  cull  from  them  that  knowledge  which  is  absolutely 
essential.  From  an  extended  experience  in  teaching,  the  author  has  been  enabled  by  classi- 
fication, the  grouping  of  allied  symptoms,  and  the  Judicious  elimination  of  theories  and 
redundant  explanations,  to  bring  within  a  comparatively  small  compass  a  complete  outline 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

JUST   READY. 


Medical  Jurispradence  and  Toxicology. 

By  HENRY  C.  CHAPMAN,  M.D.. 

Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  .lurUprudence  In  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of 

Philadelphia. 

WITH  THIBTT-8IX  ILLUSTBATIONS,  SOME  OF  WHIOH  ABE  IN  OOLOBS. 

POST  8vo.,  232    PAGES. 

Price,  $1.25  net. 


For  many  years  there  has  been  a  demand  from  members  of  the  m«<lical  and  legal  profes- 
sions for  a  medium-sized  work  on  this  most  important  branch  of  Hmlicine.  Tlie  necessarily 
prescribed  limits  of  the  work  permit  only  the  considerati(m  of  tliose  parts  of  this  extensive 
subject  wliich  the  ex|)erienco  of  the  author  as  eoroni-r's  physician  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
for  a  period  of  six  years  leads  him  to  regard  as  the  most  material  for  practical  purposes. 

Particular  attention  is  drawn  to  the  illustrations,  many  lH>ing  ]>roduced  in  colors,  thus 
conveying  to  the  layman  a  far  clearer  idea  of  the  more  intricate  cases. 
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JUST    ISSUED. 


NURSING: 

ITS  I>RINOIPLES  ^]srr)  t»R^< 

By  ISABEL  ADAMS  HAMPTON, 

Graduate  of  the  New  York  Traluing  School  for  Nurses  attached  to  Bellevue  Hospita 

of  Nurses  and  Principal  of  the  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Johns  Hopkins  Hospi 

Md. ;  Late  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  Illinois  Training  School  for  Nurses,  Ch 

In  one  rery  handsome  12mo.  rolnme  of  184  pages,  profusely  illi 
Price,  Clothf  $2.00  net. 

This  entirely  new  work  on  the  important  subject  of  nursing  is  a 
hensive  and  systematic.  It  is  written  in  a  clear,  accurate,  and  read 
able  alike  to  the  student  and  the  lay  reader.  Such  a  work  has  long  be 
with  those  intrusted  with  the  management  of  hospitals  and  the  instru 
in  training  schools.  It  is  also  of  especial  value  to  the  graduated  nui 
to  acquire  a  practical  working  knowledge  of  the  care  of  the  sick  and 
the  sick-room. 

The  author  has  had  considerable  experience  as  superintendent  of  4 
for  nurses  and  hospital  management,  and  brings  to  her  task  a  mind  thi 
ped  to  make  the  subject  attractive  as  well  as  scientific  and  instructive 

Thoroughly  attested  and  approved  processes  in  practical  nursing  ^ 
given,  particularly  in  antiseptic  surgery,  and  the  minutest  details  regan 
technique  have  been  explained. 

Illustrations  to  elucidate  the  text  have  been  freely  used  throughou 
will  be  found  of  material  help  in  showing  the  forms  of  modern  ap| 
hospital  ward  and  sick-room,  the  registration  of  temperature,  daily  re 

Martland  Medical  Jodbsal,  August  26,  1893 
We  may  be  sure  of  the  tlioroughn«ss  of  the  author's  knowledge  of  her  tl 
is  equally  skilful  as  a  writer,  presenting  her  subject  in  a  clear,  concise  man: 
ing  that  most  desirable  of  all  traits  in  a  teacher,  the  ability  to  follow  the  i 
advanced  methods,  with  due  respect  to  broad  and  judicious  conservatism. 

Ontario  Medical  Jodrxal,  August,  1893. 
Seldom  have  we  perused  a  book  upon  the  subject  that  has  given  ns  so  n 
the  one  Imfore  us.  No  superinteudeut  of  a  training  school  should  negleitt  t 
once  ;  head  nurses  may  refer  to  it  more  frequently,  while  junior  nurses  will 
oareful  study  of  it.  We  would  strongly  urge  upon  the  memliers  of  our  ow 
need  of  a  book  like  this,  for  it  will  enable  each  of  us  to  become  a  training  scA 

The  Chprcbmaic. 

Even  a  layman  can  appreciate  the  painstaking  minuteness  of  detail  whi 
pended  upon  this  volume,  the  clearness  of  statement,  and  the  methodic 
Valuable  for  those  who  are  contemplating  nursing  as  a  profession,  as  exhibi 
any  ordinary  two  years'  course  in  a  training  school. 

Toronto  Olobb,  July  23,  1893. 
A  book  of  great  value.    Every  detail  is  discussed  clearly  and  intelligentlj 
teaching  and  advice. 

Haiinemannian  Monthly,  Sept.  1893. 
The  book  may  be  characterized  as  a  most  excellent  manual  for  the  study 
being  better. 
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NOW    READY. 

NOTES  ON  THE  NEWER  BEMEDIES. 

THEIR 

Therapeutic  Applications  and  Modes  of  Administration. 

By  DAVID  CERNA,  M.D.,  Ph.D., 
Demonstrator  of  and  Ii<>cturer  on  Kxperiroental  Therapeutics  in  tlie  Univer^y  of  rennsyivania. 

POST  OCTAVO,  175  PAGES. 
Price,  $1,25. 

The  work  takes  ap  in  alpliabetical  orrlcr  all  tlic  Newer  Rrmeilicii,  firing  their  phjRica)  propertie*, 
■olnbiiity,  therapeutic  applications,  ulminii'tratiim,  anil  chemical  formula. 

It  will,  in  this  way,  form  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  various  works  on  Therapeutic*!  now  in  existeno«. 

Chemists  are  so  multiplyinf;  compounds,  that  if  each  cnmimnnd  is  to  he  thnrnu|;hly  studied,  investig*. 
ttons  must  be  carried  far  enoajch  to  determine  the  practical  importance  of  the  now  agents. 

Brevity  and  conciseness  compel  tha  umission  of  all  biographical  references. 

IN  ACTIVE  FBEPABATION— NEARLY  READY. 


A  Manual  of  Materia  Medioa  and  Therapeutics. 

By  a.  A.  STEVENS,  A.M.,  M.D., 

Instractorof  Physical  Diacnosis  In  the  University  or  IVnnsylvnni.-i  ami  Demoustrator  of  Pathology  In 
the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Plilladelphia. 


In  Preparation, 


Dose-Book  and  Manual  of  Prescription-Writing. 

By  E.  Q.  THORNTON,  M.D., 

Demonstrator  of  Therapeutics,  Jefferson  .Medical  College,  Pliiladelpbta. 

^IN  ACTIVE  PREPARATION. 


Methods  of  Preventing  and  Correcting 

DEFORMITIES  OF  THE  BONES  AND  JOINTS. 


A  Handbook  of  Practical  Orthopedic  Surgery. 


Bv  IL  AUGUSTUS  WILSON,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Oeneral  and  Orthopedic  Suricery,  Philadelphia  Polyclinic ;  Clinical  Pr  fessor  of  Orthopedlo 
Hurgery,  JellerHoii  Medical  College,  Plilladelphia,  etc.,  etc. 


The  aim  of  the  author  will  be  to  provide  a  lHM>k  of  mmlcrate  Ate  containing  eomprehcnairc  details 
that  will  enable  g<-ncral  practitioners  to  thoroughly  under'tand  the  meclianical  features  of  the  many 
forms  of  congenital  an<l  ac(|uiro<l  deformities  of  the  \ntnvf  and  joints. 

The  mechanical  functions  that  arc  impaired  will  tie  consideretl  first  as  to  prevention,  as  of  primary 
importanise,  and  following  this  will  be  <luscril><!il  the  nictlusis  of  correction  that  have  l>cen  pmvcil  prao- 
tical  by  the  author.  <)p<-rativo  procedures  will  bo  conxidcri-d  from  a  mechanical  stand]s>int  as  well  aj> 
anrgically.  Prominence  will  be  given  to  the  mechanical  re<|uirenient>  for  braces  and  artificial  limbu, 
etc.,  with  de.scriiition  of  the  metbcsls  for  constructing  the  simplest  forms,  whether  made  of  planter  of 
Fariii,  f«lt,  leather,  paper,  steel,  or  other  materials,  together  with  the  methixls  of  roa<lj ustment  to  rait 
the  ehanges "occurring  during  the  progress  of  the  case. 

Ad  im|M>rtant  feature  of  the  book  will  iw  the  pra<-tical  application  of  reme<lial  gymnastics  and  moTe- 
manU  in  the  prevention  or  recovery  of  Uwl  me<-hanical  functions  of  the  muscles  when  they  have  pro> 
dnoed  or  tend  to  prwlucc  bone  or  joint  deformities. 

A  very  large  number  of  original  illustrations  will  be  use<l  to  make  descriptions  clearer. 
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SYLLABUS  OF  OBSTETRICAL  LECTURES 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT,  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

By  RICHARD  C.  XORRIS,  A.M.,  M.D., 

DemoDstraCor  of  ObstPtrlosi  lii  the  University  of  PeunsylTaala. 

THIRH  EDITION,  THOKOHJHLY  REVISED  A>D  E>LAK(>£D. 

CROWN    8vo. 

Price,  Cloth,  Interleaved  for  Notes,  $2.00  net. 

The  Now  York  Mediail  RemrtI  o(  April  IH,  1»U0,  r«ri<rriog  to  thii  Utrik,  myn  ;  "  This  modeat  Httl» 
wiirk  u  lo  far  ^uperiur  lo  otlicrt!  on  (be  sama  subjevl  thnl  vre  take  plojL'ura  in  i>allizig  blt«utixio  bridy  , 
to  its  oxcrllpDt  foiitiirct.  iSmall  lU  it  is,  it  covers  thr  sahjcct  thoroughly,  nnd  will  prove  inr&lukbl*  M 
both  the  stiKlent  .in<I  thu  jiroctitionor  a->  a  mesn^  iif  fixing  iu  u  dear  and  ooncue  fomi  the  knowloi|(t  ' 
(leriro<)  fmni  n  jwruNil  »r  tlio  larger  text-lHKik$,  The  sutbur  dcrarvea  great  creilit  for  the  uinnDer  ta 
which  he  has  performed  his  work.  Ho  han  introdured  a  numbtr  of  valuable  hint?  which  would  onlj' 
owur  to  one  who  wm  himself  an  fxpericnced  teacher  of  olwtctrica.  The  mbjeot-ranttor  is  clear,  forcihtc. 
an<l  moilcru.  We  are  eii])«cially  plcaswl  with  the  portion  devoted  to  the  praetical  dution  of  the  a«ooiuheof, 
cure  of  the  child,  etc.  The  [Hiragraph^  on  aiitincptics  are  ailtnirablo;  there  i«  no  doubtful  tnne  in  lh« 
directions  given.  Nodctails  are  regarded  aj  unimportant  ^  no  minor  matton  omitted.  Wo  venture  loi«j 
that  oven  the  old  vra«titioner  will  find  useful  hint*  tn  thi«  direction  whioh  he  cannot  aOoM  to  ilrnan  " 


SAMDEES'  POCKET  lEDICAL  LEXICOTT ; 

DICTIONARY  OF  TERMS  AND  WORDS  USED  IN  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

By  JOHN   :\I.  KEATEJfG,  M.D., 

Kdltornf  "Cyclopwdlaof  DI»ea»aH  of  Ciilldren,''  etc  :  Aathor  of  the  "New  Pronouuclug  Olotloaafy  o( 

Medicine," 
A.<cn 

HEXRY  HAMILTON, 

Aathor  ol  "A  Xew  Translation  of  Vlrctl's  .Knelil  Into  EnplIsM  Vfrae;"  C<Mintlior  of*  "  K«w  Fro. 

Douiiciiig  Mlotiuuiiry  of  Mpdlclne." 

32mo. ;  282  Pages. 
PRICE.  75  CEMTS.   CLOTH;   91.00.  LEATHER  TUCKS. 

Thia  n«w  and  eomprvhcuMvu  work  of  reference  it  the  outcome  of  a  demand  for  a  more  mniera  haw). 
book  of  ita  class  than  thoAc  at  present  on  the  market,  which,  dating  as  they  do  from  IH^it  to  lEiM,  art 
of  but  trilling  use  to  tbo  etudent  liy  their  not  containing  the  hundreds  of  new  wordi  now  UB«i|  in  enrttmt 
liternlure,  uK|H!cinlly  thoxo  relating  to  Electricity  and  Bacteriology. 


DISEASES    OE    TV^OM:EISr. 

By  HEXRY  J.  GARRIGL'ES,  A.M.,  M.D., 

Profersor  of  Obstetrics  In  tile  New  York  I'ost(Jradunte  Me<lic.il  SoIkhiI  and  Itttspltal  ;  <:yn9e<rolo|;l«t  lo 

8t.  M.irk's  Hospltiil  Ifi  New  York  City:  Ovtiifcoioglst  U>  llie  iierni.«n  IHM>i'iisarv  in  Uie  City  ol 

New  Yui'k ;  Consulliii!;  Obstvtrlulun  to  (lie  New  York  Infant  .Uvluiii    ' '  ^urKelltl 

to  the  New  York  Mat'Tiilty  Husiiltal;  Fellow  ol  tin-  AiiiPi-lca    '  k-*1 

Society ;  I'ellow  »if  Iht-  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  ;  I'n  f 

the  Uertuaii  Medical  Society  of  the  City  ot  New  York,  etc,  etc 


In  One  Very  liantlsomc  OdaTO  Volnnic  «f  about  JOO  pn^res,  Illnstnitci!  by  JSm 
Wowl'cuis.  and  Colurfd  Plat«^!S.     Prioc,  Cloth,  !^4.00 ;  Sh<*«>p,  #5.00. 


A  practical  work  on  Orniooology  for  the  ni<e  of  students  an<l  practitioners,  written  in  a  lor«a  »9t\ 
soncine  mitoner.     The  importance  of  a  thorough  knowlodgoof  the  anatomy  of  the  female  privin  orjraq 
ba<  been  fully  recogiiitcil  l>y  the  author,  and  considerable  space  ha.*  been  ilevnttM]  to  tli«  (ubjuet.      T1m»| 
ohaptent  on  ri|iorationf  and  treatment  will  be  thoroughly  modern,  and  will  be  faaawl   aynu  the   la 
huKpitnl  and  privnd..  pructioenf  ihi-  tiiithor. 

The  text  it  olurid:it<«l   l>y  »  luri,'c  number  of  iiluftrotioiu  and  oolureil  platwi,  many  nf  them   li«La^~ 
original. 

If 


JUST   ISSUED. 

A  SYLLABUS  OF  LECTURES 

OS   TBS 

PRACTICE  OF  SURGEY, 

ARRANGED  IN  CONFORMITY  WITH 

THE  AMERICAN  TEXT-BOOK  OF  SURGERY. 

BY 

NICHOLAS  SENN,  M.D.,  Ph.D., 

Pnttmatti  Sargery  in  Runh  Medical  Cktllege,  Chicago,  anil  in  the  Chicago  Polyolinio. 


BHce  $2.00. 


This  the  latest  work  of  its  eminent  author,  himself  one  of  the  contribntors 
to  the  "  American  Text-Book  of  Surgery,"  will  prove  of  exceptional  value  to 
the  advanced  student  who  has  adopted  that  work  as  his  text-book.  It  is  not 
only  the  syllabus  of  an  unrivalled  course  of  Surgical  Practice,  but  an  epitome 
or  supplement  to  the  larger  work. 

HOW  SEADY-SECOm)  EDITION. 


AN  OPERATION  BLANK 


WITH 


Lists  of  Instrnments,  etc.,  required  in  various  operations. 

Prepared  by  W.  W.  KEEN,  M.D.,  LL.D. 
Profeuor  ot  Prtuciples  of  iiurgery  In  the  JoSer^on  .Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 


Prioe  per  Pad,  eoiitaIniiig.Blank8  for  50  Operations,  50  Cents,  net. 

A  convenient  blank,  suitable  for  all  operations,  giving  complete  instruo* 
tions  regarding  neeussary  preparation  of  patient,  etc.,  with  a  full  list  of  dress- 
ings and  medicines  to  be  used. 

At  the  back  of  pad  is  a  list  of  instruments  used — viz. :  general  instruments, 
etc.,  rc(iuired  for  all  operations,  and  special  instruments  for  surgery  of  the 
brain  and  spine,  mouth  and  throat,  aMomen,  rectum,  male  and  female  genito- 
urinary organs,  the  bones,  ett;.  etc. 

The  whole  forming  a  neat  pad  arranged  for  hanging  on  wall  of  surgeon^i 

office  or  hospital  operating-room. 
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SAUNDERS"  QUESTION  GOMPENDS. 

Now  the  Standard  Authorities  in  Medical  Literature 

WITH 

Students  and  Fraotitioners  in  every  City  of  the  United  States 

and  Canada. 


THE  REASON  WHY ! 

Thtij  are  the  advance  guard  of  ''Student's  Helps" — that  do  help  ;  they  are  the  leaders 
in  their  special  line,  well  and  authoritatively  written  &y  able  mtn,  who,  at  teadtrrt  in  the  larye 
colleges,  know  exactly  what  is  wanted  by  a  student  preparing  for  his  examination*.  The  judgment 
exercised  in  the  selection  of  authors  it,  fully  demonstrated  by  their  professional  elevation. 
Chosek  from  thb  ranks  of  Drmonstrators,  Quizmasters,  asd  Assistakts,  most  of  thbm 
have  become  professors  asd  lecturers  in  their  respective  colleges. 

Each  lK>ok  is  of  convenient  site  (5  by  7  inches),  containing  on  an  average  250  pages,  pro- 
fusely illustrated  and  elegantly  printed  in  clear,  readable  tyjx^,  on  fine  paper. 

The  entire  series,  numbering  twenty-three  subjects,  has  been  kept  thoroughly  reTi8«d 
and  enlarged  when  necessary,  many  of  them  being  in  their  third  and  fourth  editions. 

TO  SUM  UP. 

Although  there  are  numerous  other  Quizzes,  Manuals,  Aids,  etc.,  in  the  market,  none  of 
them  approach  the  "  Blue  Series  of  Question  Compends,"  and  the  claim  is  made  for  the  fol- 
lowing points  of  excellence  : — 

1.  Professional  standing  and  reputation  of  authors. 

2.  Conciseness,  clearness,  and  standard  of  text. 

3.  Size  of  type,  quality  of  paper  and  binding. 

No.  1. 

ESSENTIALS  OF  PHYSIOLOaY. 

By  H.  a.  hare,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica  In  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  PbUadelphUt 

Physician  to  St.  Agnes'  Hospital  and  to  the  Medical  Dispensary  of  the  Children's  Hospital: 

Laureate  of  the  Kuyal  Academy  of  Meilicine  In  Belgium,  of  the  Medical  Society  o(  Ix>ndon,  etc : 

Secretary  of  the  Cuaveutlon  for  the  Revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  189a 

THIRD    EDITION, 

Revised  and   Enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  series  of  handsome  Plate 
Illustrations  taken  from    the   celebrated    "Icones   Nervorum 
Capitus"  of  Arnold.     Crown  8vo.    230  pages.    Numerous 
Illustrations. 

Price,  Cloth,  $1.00  net.    Interleaved  fbr  notes,  $l.Si5  net. 


Vniversliiy  Medifol  Magazine. — "Dr.  Hare  bs«  admirably  suooeeded  in  gathering  together  • 
series  of  queittioDg  which  arc  clearly  put  and  tersely  answered." 

liuffalo  Medical  and  Surs^ieal  Reporter. — "The  ituhject  of  Physiology  is  ooneimly  and  accurately 
oonsiiloreU." 

Journal  of  Amrriran  Mnliral  Aaoeialion. — "  An  exceedingly  useful  little  oompend.      The  author  ha« 
done  hin  work  thoroughly  and  well.     The  plates  of  the  cranial  nerves  from  Arnold  are  superb." 
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No.  2. 

Essentials  of  Surgery. 

COSTAIMNO    AIJO, 

Yenereal  Diseases,  Snrclcal  I^udmiirks,  Miii«r  aud  OppnitivcSiireery,  and  a  Complete 

])fsiTii>ti«iii,  to^ffther  nitli  Tiill  Illustrations,  ortli« 

Uaudkercliler  aud  KuIUt  Uuuduge. 

By  EDWARD   MAKTIX,   A.M.,  M.D.. 

CItnlcikl  rrofcssorof  (JeuitolTrliiary  Dheiisf*.  lustruclor  In  0|X>r»tlv'^  SurRPrv,  and  I^ctareroD 

Minor  Surgery.  UiilviM-tltv  of  rpiiiisylvimia  ;  .Sdrecon  to  tin*  lluwartl  UosplUI : 

A.ssl«t.niit  Sui-Rcoii  to  llifl  Uiilvfislty  HnspUal,  etc.  etc. 

Fimr  i:dition.  crow\  sto.  88*  pawes,  profusely  illustrated. 

OonslUer-iliU'  eivlarKfl  I'y  ''>>i  Aii[>oii<lix  rontnlnliis  full  (lircrtlniis  :iii(l  |ir>-<>i'i  Iptlmis  fur  the  prejHtratlon 

iif  the  varloin  in:iteilals  u-wil  In  AN'TFsr.l'TIi:  si'liCKItV  ;  ■.i\t"  -h'v>mii1  liundreQ 

reolpv^s  covering  the  iiieili'Ml  lifatiiicui  ti(  .suiKit'al  allectlmis. 

PRICE,  CLOTH,  .    .    #1.00.        INTERLEAVED  FOR  NOTES,    .    .    $1.26. 

liosiuii  Mo/iraJ  uwl  Siiraiitii  Journal. — "Writton  t<<  iwift  tbp  i<tiiiJciit,  it  will  be  of  uniloulited  valut 
to  tho  praclitiuner,  containinfc  m  it  doo«  the  ccionov  of  nnrjrieal  wnrk." 

Mtdiail  nii4  Sur^iraJ  Krporter — "  Cotitttins  all  nece.isiiry  cwetilittl!' of  mniloni  iurgory  in  »  cotnpknt- 
tively  imnil  rfince.     ll*  ny\ii  if  int<?rt'ltin)i;  an<l  it.>  illu<tratioa^  uliuiralilu." 

No.  3. 

Essentials  of  Anatomy. 

InclTiding  the  Anatomy  of  tho  Viscera. 
By  CHARLES   B.  NANCUKDE.  M.D., 

PrafeMorot  Surgery  anil  of  fllii.Jr.Tl  Surgery  In  the  I  iilverslty  nf  Mii'hls!:iii.  Aim  Art>ur ;  CorrespondlDg 

Member  or  tbe  Royjil  .\<'!iili'iny  "f  M>-(tl<'lnf,  Kdhw,  lliily ;  Lute  Siirgeou 

(•I  ilii"  JpltiMSiiii  Mi'dlcal  L'oilL'Ke,  etc.  etc. 

FOUKTH  EDITION.   CROWN  Svo.  880  PAGES,  180  ILLUSTR^VTIONS. 

Enlarged  (ty  an  \|tp4>ndix  miituiiiinir  over  Sixty  Illn<itration8  of  the  O«teologj  of  th« 
Human  BiHly.    The  whole  based  upon  the  la.<tt  (cleTeuth)  edition  of 

PRICE,  CIXTTH,    .    .    #1.00.        LNTERLEAFED  FOR  NOTES  •    •    #1.25.      , 

Amtrirtiu  I'mrnuoiur  ami  Aeirs,  jMiiisvi/le,  Kcmiicky,  — "  Nancre*!!!'?  Aliivtoiny. — Truly  luoh  • 
book  as  no  nturteot  c«.n  ulTord  In  h«  without." 

Uiuotrtili)  j\Mira/  Mifif>'  :ine.'^"  The  questionr  have  bsen  winvly  leleattMl,  and  tha  aiMwera  a«m> 
ralely  and  oioeliioly  givvn. " 

~         ~~~~~  ~N  o^  Ik.  " 

Essentials  oe  Memcal  Chemistry 

ORGANIC  AND  INORGANIC. 

co^TAlM^c;  Ai.iW, 

Qnefittons  on  Medlc4il  Phj!<i<^,  Chemiml  PhyHJolo^,  Anaiytiral  ProccBses, 

I  rinalyHi»,  and  Toxlc4»lo|fy. 

By  LAWRENCE  WOLPP.  MP 

Demonstrator  of  riiemlttry,  Jellrr^on  .Medical  CoIlrRr ;  Vtsltlng  Physician  to  fJcrniau  Hospital 
i>(  l'blhiili-l|ihla;  .MiMiilxtr  u(  HhllaUi-lpliU  tJulleiiu  ol  I'Uiiniiucy,  etc.  vtu. 

FOURTH  and  REVISED  EDITION,  WITH  AN  APPFJiDIX.    CROWN  8to.  212  PAGES. 
Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.       Interleaved  for  Xoteti,  $1.23. 

PkarmaauitcaJ  Era. — "  Wolff 'i  ChemUtry. — The  owpo  of  thb  work  is  Mftalnl;  equal  to  that  of  the 
beeteoane  of  Ipcturt-f  nn  Meilt<ial  rhemiKtry.'' 

AMu-aJ  and  Siiri^wtil  Hrfvrirr.  — "  Wc  ooulJ  wUh  that  more  lioolu  like  thui  woaM  bo  written,  in 
order  that  ine<lieal  #lu<1«nt«  nilsht  tliu«  enrly  hwoine  nrnre  intere"le<l  in  what  i"  oftrn  a  diOlruU  and 
utiintcrextiitir  bnttteh  nf  medieni  ttudy." 
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No.  5. 

ESSENTIALS  OF  OBSTETRICS. 

By  W.  easterly  ASHTON,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Gynaecology  In  the  Medlco-Chlrurgical  College  of   Fblladelpbla  ;  Obstetrician  to  tto 

FhUadelphia  HospltaL 

THIRD  EDITION,  THOROUOHLT  REVISED  AND  ENLARGED, 

Crown  8vo. ;  244    Pages ;  75   Illustrations. 

Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.     Interleaved  for  Notes,  $1.25. 

SmitJiern  Practitioner. — "An  excollpnt  little  Tolume  containing  oorreot  and  practical  knowledg*. 
An  admirable  compend,  and  tbe  best  oundensation  we  have  seen,'* 

Chicago  Medical  Times. — "  Of  extreme  value  to  students,  and  an  excellent  little  book  to  fredien  ap 
the  memory  of  the  practitioner." 

No.  6. 

Essentials  of  Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy. 


BT 

C.  E.  ARHAND  SEHPLE,  BJl.,  H.B.  Caatab.,  L.S.A.,  M.R.C.P.  Lond., 

an  to  the  Northeastern  Hospital  for  Children,  Harkney  ;  Professor  of  Vocal  and  Aural 
ology  and  Examiner  in  Acoustics  at  Trinity  College,  London,  etc.  etc. 

Crown  8vo. ;    174   Pages;    Illustrated;    Sixth  Thousand. 
Frioe,  Cloth,  $1.00,    Interleaved  for  Notes,  $1.25. 


Indiana  Medical  Joumai,  December,  1889. — "Semple's  Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy. — Aa 
excellent  compend  of  the  subject  from  the  points  of  view  of  Green  and  Payne." 

Gineinnati  Medical  Newt,  November,  1889. — "Semple's  Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy.— A  T*Ia- 
able  little  volume — truly  a  mubum  in  parvo." 

— — 

Essentials  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics, 

A.ND 

PRESCRIPTION  WRITING. 

By  henry   morris,  M.D., 

Iiate  Demonstrator,  Jefferson  Medical  College  ;  Fellow  College  of  Physicians,  Philadelphia  «  Co-Editor 
BIddle's  Materia  Medloa  ;  Visiting  Physician  to  St  Joseph's  Hospital,  etc.  etc. 

Second  Edition  ;   Crown  8vo. ;   250  Pages. 

Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.     Interleaved  for  Notes,  $1.25. 

Maiicala7id  Surgical  Reporler,Ootohei,\SS9. — "Morris'  Materia  Medica  and  Therapentios. — One  of  the 
best  oompends  in  this  series.   Concise,  pithy,  and  clear, well  suited  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  prepared. '' 

GailJard's  Medical  Journal,   November,    1889. — "Morris*  Materia  Medica The    rery   eawnee   ot 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  boiled  down  and  presented  in  a  clear  and  readable  style." 

Buffalo  Medical  and  Snrsrical  Journal,  January,  1890. — "Morris*  Materia  Medioa. — The  subjects 

I  are  treate<l  in  such  a  unique  and  attractive  manner  that  they  cannot  fail  to  impress  the  miad  and 

ln.<rt:rnct  in  r  Ifutinff  mfinner." 


instruct  in  a  laiiting  manner." 
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Nos.  8  and  9. 

ESSENTIALS  OF  PEACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

By  henry  morris.  M.D., 
Author  of  "  EssentiaJs  of  Materia  Medlca,"  etc 

With  an  Appendix  on  the  Clinical  and  Mioroeoopioal  Examination  of  Urine. 

By  LAWRENCE  WOLFF,  M.D., 
Author  of  "  essentials  of  Medical  Chemistry,"  etc. 

OOLOBED  (VOOEL)  UKIHE  BOALB  AND  5UMEB0IJ3  FDTE  ILLUBTBATIONS. 

Tblrd  Edition,  Enlanrcd  by  ■oinc  Three  Hnniired  EUacntlal  Formulae,  aelccted  from  tha 

^nrrltliiga  ox  tha  moat  eminent  authorltie*  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

CX>LLBOTED  AXO  ARBANOED  BT 

WILLIAM  M.  POWELL,  M.D., 
Author  of  "  Essentials  of  Diseases  of  Children." 

Post  8vo.,  460  pages.     Frice,  Cloth,  $2.00.    Medical  Sheep,  $2.50. 

Amtrican  Praetitumer  and  Neiii,  Louirrille,  Kj. — "  Tlio  tcai-hinf{  if  mund,  the  preKOtation  grapltic^ 
matter  as  full  as  might  be  de!<irc<l,  and  the  stylo  attractive."' 

Medical  Brief,  St.  \M\xvt. — "  A  fir't.ciaiw  practice  of  molicine  \ym\et\  down,  and  giving  the  real  essen* 
tials  in  as  few  words  as  is  oonsistent  with  a  thorough  ander)>tanding  uf  the  eahjoct. '* 

No.  10. 

ESSENTIALS  OF  GYNiBCOLOaY. 

By  EBWm  B.  CRAGIN,  M.D., 

Attending  Gynecologist,  Boosevelt  Hospital,  Out-Patients'  Department ;  Assistant  Surgeon,  New  Tork 

Cancer  Hospital,  etc.  etc. 


SECOND   EDITION. 

Crown  8vo. ;  i86  Pages ;  $8  Fine  Illustrations. 

Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.    Interleaved  for  Notes,  $1.25. 

Mtdieal  and  Surgical  Reporter. — "Craigin'ii  Ementials  of  Gynaecology. — Thin  is  a  most  exoellent 
addition  to  this  series  of  question  compends,  and  properly  used  will  be  of  great  aMixtance  to  the  student 
in  preparing  fur  examination.  Dr.  Craigin  is  to  be  congratulate<l  upon  having  produced  in  oompaet 
form  the  KitDontialR  of  Qyntecology.  The  style  is  concise,  and  at  the  same  time  the  sentences  are  well 
rounded.  This  renders  the  book  far  more  easy  to  read  than  ma«t  compendi*,  and  adds  distinctly  to  its 
ralue." 

No.  11. 

ESSENTIALS  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 

By  henry  W.  STELWAGON,  M.D., 

CUnlcal  Lecturer  on  Dermatoloiry  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  Cnlleee,  Philadelphia;  Physician  to  tbeBicla 

Service  of  the  Northern  Dispensary ;  Dermatologist  to  Plilhidelplila  llosplial ;  Physician  to 

Skin  Department  of  the  Howani  Hospital :  Clinical  Professor  on  I)erniatology 

la  the  Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  etc.  etc. 

SECOND  EDITION. 

Crown  8vo. ;  262  PagM ;  74  lUoBtratlona,  many  of  which  are  OilglnaL 

Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.    hteHeared  for  Motot,  $1.25. 

Medical  Record,  New  Vork. — "An  ioimenw  nraount  of  literature  has  l)«on  gone  over  and  jodieionaljr 
oonden:^^!  by  the  writer'n  skill  and  experience. " 

Aei/'  V'lrl  yhdiral  Jititnial.—"  The  little  lK»ik  now  before  un  \*  well  entitled  '  Essentials  of  Derm*> 
tology,'  and  admirably  nnKWors  the  pur|»ii«o  for  which  it  is  written.  The  experience  of  the  reviaww 
has  taught  him  that  juxt  such  a  l>ook  is  needed.'* 
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No.  12. 
ESSENTIALS    OF 

Minor  Surgery,  Bandaging, 

AND 

VENEREAL    DISEj^SES. 

By  EDWARD  MAIITIN,  A.M.,  M.D.. 

AuilioruC  "ICsseiiiialsot  ^Slll•gery,"  etc 
SECOND    EDITION. 

CROWN  8vo:  THOROUGHLY  REVISED  AND  ENLARGED. 
Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.        Interleaved  for  Notes,  $1.23. 

AmirieaH  Frartiiioiur  atui  ?,'cir>,  LMuiKvittc. — "  Charavturuud  by  ibc  imiidq  literary  exoetlaDM  ttak 
kHlUliillKnuhcil  |ircviuu.-<  Dumlwrri  of  tbis  surio^  of  i<»m|>>!ii<l8." 

Maiieal Newf,  I'liiliulvipliiu.-JaDUury  10,  ItiUl.  — "  iMArtin>  Minor  Surgury,  Bftiitlkgiag,  aatl  V 
ro&l  I^b'eiUtis. — The  heH  coadonsntion  of  the  9ubjoet«iii'  whivb  il  trunUyol  pliMxvl  tK<f<>r(>  tti«  priWtiM 
Tbu  utiapter  on  Gunitu  Urinnry  Disearai,  thougb  •hurt,  i»  •uRioic-utly  cum|ilcto  to  m&k«  ibeiu  Itkonjogi^y 
BU|iiiiiiit^"l  wilb  thf  uiuH  H<ivunec<l  views  cm  Uit>  sniijei't.' 


No.  13. 
ESSENTIALS    OF 

Legal  Medicine,  Toxicology, 

HYaiEISTE. 

Bv  C.  E.  ARMAND  SEMPLE,  M  D., 

Autliuror  '-lisaentlaliiof  Pacliology  and  Morbid  A  ii.ttoiny." 

CSOWK  8ro.;  212  PAGES;  130  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
PHce,  Cloth,  $1,00,       Interteavea  for  XoUs,  $1.2S. 

Soiulurn  Pratittioiur,   Nn.>:hvillu. — "  Tbo  loading  poinU,  tbo  oscatial.i  of  this  too  niooh  nin[1nolW 
portion  uf  medical  eeicDcc,  art.'  hi-rc  :iumm<><l  up  «yet«inaticAlly  and  clearly." 


No.  14. 


Essentials  of  Refraction  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

By  EDWARD  JACKSON.  A.M.,  M.D., 

Professor  ol  Diseases  of  tbo  Kve  In  the  Phtladolpbla  Tolycllnlc  and  College  for  UraduatM  In  Mr'llc| 
ilemberof  the  Atiierlcuii  UiibtbaliuoluKleal  Suvluty:  Kellow  of  tlieCollcKe  of  Pby&lcUuu 
of  Pbilaclelpliia;  Fellow  ot  tbe  American  Academy  of  Medicine,  etc.  etc 


Essentials  of  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 

By  E.  BALDWIN  GLEASON,  M.D., 

Asslstaiil  In  the  >lo>iv  and  Tbroiit  Dlspen.^irydftbe  Hospital  orthe  Uri1vi.M>lty  of  PennsylTMiU 

Asitistaiit  in  tlie  Noa«  mid  Tlimnt  Drpiirtmcnt  ol  the  I'nlou  l)ls(>cnsnry ;  Sleniber 

(if  the  Gi-rmnn  Medical  ^^K'll-ty.  rhllaclelphla;  Meiiil>er 

of  (tie  rulycllnic  Medical  .SiKlety,  I'lo.  pic. 

TWO  VOLUMES  IN  OSE.    CROWN  8to.  208  PA»ES,  PROFUSELY  nXUSTRlTEDu 
rrice.  Cloth,  $1.00.         Interleaved  for  Notes,  $1.SS. 

tJmVffsity  Mttliral  Miivaziiir,  I'hiliulelfiliin,  Octohpr,  IfiOn.  —  "JaoVpon  ttnd  OIea»on>  E*Mnti| 
DiMMoa  of  the  Kyc,  Niwc,  'inJ  Thront. — Tlic  Kubj.-ois  hnve  \tvvu  haiidU-d  vrithfkill,  ami   tl»c 
whoMqiiirc«  nil  that  hero  luy.<>  liorore  kiin  will  hnve  tuuiii  more  iUhd  n  fuiindHlion  for  rutitrn  wor^ 

Nbw  I'ork  liMienl  Ktconi,  November  I&,  1890. — "Jackson  and  Olcamnon  PiMtafcs  of  Iha  Rj«,  1t< 


No.  15. 

Essentials  of  Diseases  of  Children. 

By  WILLIAM  M.  POWELL,  M.D., 

AttendiiiK  Physician  to  the  Mercer  Houm  for  Invalid  Women,  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. ;  Late  Physician 
to  the  Clinic  (or  the  Disease!)  of  Children  In  the  Hospital  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  St  Clement's  Hospital :  Instructor  In  Physical  Diagnosis  In  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Crowfi  8vo.;  ai6  Pages. 
Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.    Interleaved  for  Notes,  $1.25. 

Ameriran  Praclilioiur  and  News,  Lonisrille,  Ky. — "Powell's  Disease*  of  Children. — This  work  is 
gotten  up  in  the  clear  and  attractive  style  that  characterizes  the  Saunders'  Scries.  It  contains  in 
appropriate  form  the  gist  of  all  the  best  worlc  in  the  department  t<>  which  it  relates." 

AnnaU  of  Gyiutfotogy,  Philadelphia. — "Powell's  Diseases  of  Children. — The  book  contains  a  series 
of  important  questions  and  answers,  which  the  student  will  find  of  great  utility  in  the  examination  of 
ehUdron.  " 

No.  16. 

Essentials  of  Examination  of  Urine. 

By  LAWRENCE  WOLFF,  M.D., 
Author  of  "Essentials  of  Medical  Chemistry,"  et«. 

COLORED  (Y06EL)  URINE  SCALE  AND  NUMEROUS  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

OBOWN  8vo. 
Price,  Cloth,  75  Cents. 

Univtrtity  Mtdieal  Magazine.  —  "  Wolff's  Examination  of  the  Urine. — A  little  work  of  decided 
value.'' 

Meiliral  Kteord,  New  York. — "Wolff's  Examination  of  Urine. — A  good  manual  for  stodents,  well 
written,  and  answers,  categorically,  many  questions  beginners  are  sure  to  ask." 

No.  17. 

Essentials  of  Diagnosis. 

By  SOLOMON  SOLIS  COHEN,  M.D., 
Profeasor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Applied  Therapeutics  In  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic, 

a:<I) 

AUGUSTUS  A.  ESIINER,  M.D., 
Instructor  In  Clinical  Medicine,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

POST  8vo.;   382  PAGES. 

55  Illustrations,  some  of  which  are  Colored,  and  a  Frontispiece. 

Price,  $1.50  net, 

Mutual  Reeoril,  New  York.— "A  good  hovk  for  the  student,  properly  written  from  their  standpoint, 
and  confines  itself  wi-ll  to  iti  text." 

AtHfriran  Journal  of  Medical  Sctfneet. — "Concise  in  tb«?  treatment  of  the  subject,  terse  in  exprewion 
of  fact.  .   .   .  The  work  is  rvlinhU*.  aixl  represents  the  nco<-|itcii  views  of  clinicians  of  to-day." 

hitrrn/iiionnl  Mediriil  Mneazine. — '•  The  subjects  are  explained  in  a  few  well-selected  words,  and  the 
require<l  gniuml  has  been  thoroughly  gone  over." 
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No.  18. 

ESSENTIALS  OF  PEACTICE  OF  PHAEMACY. 

By  LUCIUS  E.  SAYRE,  M  D., 
Professor  ot  Mianiiacy  and  Materitt  Medtcain  the  UntversUrof  K»ota5. 

Crown  8vo,,  171  pages. 
Price,  Cloth,  $1.00.    laterleaved  for  Notes,  $1.25. 


ABmiiuj  Mtiiienl  AiiwjIs.  Alhjiny.  N.  Y. — "  Sayre's  Eauntiala  of  PbamiMy  ooren  a  grefti  ■leal  et 
iproand  in  Kinnll  coai|)«.'w.  The  mailer  in  well  <ligei<ta<l  aoil  arranged..  The  rewaroh  qucuition'  are  a 
raluablo  fuuluru  of  the  book." 

Nalioiml  Drug  Reeitttr.  Pt.  Louis,  M<i. — "S«jrro'jiEiiseDtial«  of  PhamuMy — The  beat  qnta  on  Phar- 
maey  we  hare  jret  examined." 


No.  20, 

ESSENTIALS  OF  BACTERIOLOGY. 

A  Concise  and  Systematic  Introduction  to  the  Study  of 
Micro-organisms. 

Bv  M.  V.  BALL,  M.D.. 

Assisuul  in  Microscopy,  NLigara  rtiiversity,  nunaln  N.  Y. ;  latu  resident  Physlulan  German  II(iapltal< 

riilluilelpui.i,  eta 

»i:001VI>    EOITIOrV    liKVUslEO. 

Crown  8vo,  150  Pages.    77  Illastrations  and  '^  Plates.    Some  in  Colors. 
Ptiee,  Cloth,  $1.00.    Intfrtenved  for  Notes,  $1.2,'i. 


Medieai  Xeu'S,  Philodolpbia.  —  "The  nnmunt  <if  ninloriul  condontod  in  ihi*  little  book  ia  fo  k*«M, 
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